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EXECUTIVE COUNCILLORS 
AND THEIR POSITIONS 


FIFTH PARLIAMENT —- FIRST SESSION - SECOND PART 
235 PRBRUARY 1655 — > SO ;MAY L655 


CARTIER, George Etienne 
Member of Executive Council: 
Provincial Secretary: 


CAUCHON, Joseph Edouard 
Member of Executive Council 
and Commissioner of Crown Lands: 


CAYLEY, William 
Member of Executive Council, 
Inspector General, and Member of 
Board of Railway Commissioners: 
Government Director of Grand 
Trunk Railway: 


DRUMMOND, Lewis Thomas 
Member of Executive Council, 
and Attorney General, L.C.: 
Government Director of Grand 
Trunk Railway: 


LEMIEUX, Francois Xavier 
Member of Executive Council, 
Chief Comr. of Public Works, 
and Member of Board of Railway 
Commissioners: 
Government Director of Grand 
Trunk Railway: 


MACDONALD, John Alexander 
Member of Executive Council 
and Attorney General, U.C.: 


MACNAB, Sir Allan Napier 
Member and President of the 
Executive Council and Minister 
of Agriculture: 
Government Director of Grand 
Trunk Railway: 


ROS Sin Olin 
Member of Executive Council: 
Speaker of Legislative Council: 
Government Director of Grand 
Trunk Railway: 
Member of Legislative Council: 
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SPENCE, Robert 
Member of the Executive Council, 
Postmaster General and Member 
of Board of Railway 
Commissioners: LieSepte lg54 to Ll) Heb. sae 


TACHE, Etienne Paschal* 


Member of Executive Council: IS Marchelsasetou2o. Nov. L857 
Receiver General: ZI MNO LOA Oe Ome ay elo 6 
Member of Legislative Council: 23 Mave 4 Om tLOMmS OMUUiav mL OOD 
Member of Board of Railway 

Commissioners: S ORAS LOD le COmcS a Mave ooo 
Government Director of Grand 

Trunk Railway: AO) Worse WIS jie@ ~ ZS shullyy Ikeiey7/ 


% Messrs. Ross and Taché did not hold seats in the Legislative Assembly in 
either the Fourth or the Fifth Parliament. 


ADDENDUM TO 
Dist OF MEMBERS OP ThE LECISEATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
AND THEIR CONSTITUENCIES 


FIFTH PARLIAMENT, lst SESSION 


ZiOmdct coe nebDEuany 855 ators 0) May W355 


Christie, Davidl Bo CMD ACEO Ce: CR Ch CACO SIOLORD ORO) CRCRCR CISL ORCC RCO ROUEO Brant vas, UrRGe 


Pruce, Davad Bar i a is ee OSs 2 Chicoutimi and Tadoussac, L.C. 


1. D. Christie was declared elected on 12 March 1855, to represent Brant East 
in place of D. McKerlie, whose election was declared invalid. 


ZA Det LELece was elected on 26 April L855, in the poom of Hon. AN. Morin, 
who was appointed Judge of Superior Court on 27 January 1855. 
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FRIDAY, 23 FEBRUARY 1855.1 


(587) 

MR. Speaker acquainted the House, That the Clerk of this House had received 

from the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery the following Certificates: -- 
Province of Canada. 

This ts to certify, that in virtue of a Writ of Election, dated the first 
day of December last past, tssued by Hts Excellency the Governor General, and 
addressed to the Regtstrar of the County of Two Mountains, Daniel de Hertel, 
Esquire, Returning Officer ex-officio for the County of Argenteuil, for the 
election of a Member to represent the said County of Argenteutl in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of thts Provinee, tn the present Parltament, in the room of Sydney 
Bellingham, Esquire, whose election, as the Representative of the satd County of 
Argenteutl, had been declared votd, Sydney Bellingham, Esquire, has been 
returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the Return to the said Writ 
of Election, dated the fifth day of January instant, which ts now lodged of 
record in my Office. 

Offtce of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Quebec, 15th January, 1855. 
away Piel Portex 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 





Wm. Burns Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk, Legislative Assembly, Quebec. 





Province of Canada. 
this ts 0 certify, that in virtue of a Wrtt of Electton, dated the twen- 
tteth day of November last past, tssued by His Excellency the Governor General, 
and addressed to the Registrar of the first diviston of the County of Saguenay, 
Charles Duberger, Esqutre, Returning Offtcer ex-offtcto for the County of 
Saguenay, for the election of a Member to represent the said County of Saguenay 
tn the Legislative Assembly of this Province, in thts present Parliament, in the 
room of Pierre Gabriel Huot, Esqutre, whose election, as the Representative of 
the satd County of Saguenay, had been declared votd, Pterre Gabriel Huot, 
Esqutre, has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the Return 
to the satd Writ of Electton, dated the etghteenth day of January last past, 
which is now lodged of record in my Office. 
Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Quebec, 5th February, 1855. 
Félix Fortter, 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 











To Wm. Burns Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk, Legislative Assembly, Quebec. 





Province of Canada. 

This ts to certtfy, that in virtue of a Writ of Election, dated the twenty- 
eighth day of December last past, tssued by His Excellency the Governor General, 
and addressed to the Regtstrar of the County of Kamouraska, Jean G. Taché, 
Esquire, Returning Officer ex-officto for the County of Kamouraska, for the 
election of a Member to represent the said County of Kamouraska tn the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of this Province, in the present Parliament, in the room of Jean 
Charles Chapats, Esquire, whose election, as the Representative of the said 
County of Kamouraska had been declared votd, Jean Charles Chapats, Esquire, has 
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been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the Return to the said 
Writ of Electton, dated the thirtieth day of January last past, whtch ts now 
lodged of record tn my Office. 
Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Quebec, 13th February, 1855. 
Félix Fortter, 
Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery. 
To Wm. Burns Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk, Legislative Assembly, Quebec. 





Pierre Gabriel Huot, Esquire, Member for the County of Saguenay, and Jean 
Charles Chapais, Esquire, Member for the County of Kamouraska, having previously 
taken the Oath according to Law, and subsertbed before the Commtsstoners the 
Roll containing the same, took their seats in the House. 








Mr. Speaker acquatnted the House, that during the adjournment he had 
received the following Notifications of the acceptance of Office, by the Honor- 
able Members representing the Counties of Montmorenct, Lévts, and Verchéres, and 
that he had issued his Warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to make 
out new Writs for the election of Members to represent the satd Counttes:-- 





Province of Canada. 

To the Honorable Louis Victor Sicotte, Speaker of the Honorable the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the Province of Canada. 

We, the understgned, Napoléon Casault, duly elected Member of the Legtsla- 
tive Assembly of the Province of Canada to represent therein the County of 
Montmagny, and Joseph Charles Taché, duly elected Member of the said Legislative 
Assembly to represent therein the County of Rtmouskt, do hereby make known and 
declare unto you the said Louts Victor Sicotte, that Joseph Cauchon, Esquire, 
who, by the report of the Returning Offtcer for the County of Montmorency, was 
returned to you as duly elected to represent the satd County of Montmorency tin 
the Legtslative Assembly of this Province, hath, stnce being so returned, 
aecepted the Office of Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

And we do hereby require you, the satd Louts Victor Sicotte, in your capac- 
tty aforesaid, to tssue a Writ for the election of a new Member to represent the 
satd County of Montmorency, in the room and stead of the said Joseph Cauchon, in 
the manner and form prescrtbed by the Statutes in such case made and provided. 

Witness our hands and seals, at the City of Quebec, in the Province of 
Canada, this twenty-seventh day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
etght hundred and fifty-five. 























NV. Casault, (CHSie) 
do) Wiehe Mer iP (ino 


Province of Canada. 

To the Honorable Louis Victor Sicotte, Speaker of the Honorable the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the Province of Canada. 

We, the undersigned, Napoléon Casault, duly elected Member of the Legitsla- 
tive Assembly of the Province of Canada to represent therein the County of 
Montmagny, and Joseph Charles Taché, duly elected Member of the said Legislative 
Assembly to represent therein the County of Rimouskt, do hereby make known and 
declare unto you the said Louis Victor Sicotte, that Frangois Lemteux, Esquire, 
who, by the report of the Returning Officer for the County of Lévis, was 
returned to you as duly elected to represent the said County of Lévis in the 
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Legislative Assembly of this Province, hath, since being so returned, accepted 
the Office of Chtef Commissioner of Public Works for the Province of Canada. 
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And we do hereby require you, the satd Louis Victor Sicotte, in your capac- 
tty aforesaid, to tssue a Writ for the electton of a new Member to represent the 
satd County of Lévis, in the room and stead of the said Frangots Lemieux, tn the 
manner and form prescrtbed by the Statutes in such case made and provided. 

Witness our hands and seals, at the City of Quebec, in the said Province of 
Canada, thts twenty-seventh day of January, tn the year of our Lord one thousand 
etght hundred and fifty-five. 








NV. Casault, (L. 
THOM Paché MEP. Py ¢ 





Province of Canada. 

To the Honorable Louts Victor Stcotte, Speaker of the Honorable the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the Province of Canada. 

We, the understgned, Napoléon Casault, duly elected Member of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the Province of Canada, to represent therein the County of 
Montmagny, and Joseph Charles Taché, duly elected Member of the satd Legislative 
Assembly to represent theretn the County of Rtmouski, do hereby make known and 
declare unto you the said Louts Victor Sticotte, that George Etienne Cartter, 
Esqutre, who, by the report of the Returning Officer for the County of 
Verchéres, was returned to you as duly elected to represent the said County of 
Verchéres in the Legislative Assembly of thts Province, hath, stncee betng so 
returned, accepted the Office of Secretary of the Provtnee. 

And we do hereby require you, the satd Louts Vtetor Stcotte, tn your capac- 
tty aforesaid, to tssue a Writ for the election of a new Member to represent the 
satd County of Verchéres, tn the room and stead of the satd George Ettenne 
Cartter, in the manner and form prescribed by the Statutes in such case made and 
provided. 

Witness our hands and seals, at the City of Quebec, in the satd Province of 
Canada, this twenty-seventh day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
etght hundred and fifty-five. 














N. Casault, CTR) 
JAG Bache. MAP: (isa) 


Mr. Speaker then acquainted the House, That the Clerk of this House had 

received from the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery the following Certtficates: -- 
Province of Canada. 

This ts to certtfy, that in virtue of a Writ of Electton, dated the thtr- 
tteth day of January last past, tssued by His Excellency the Governor General, 
and addressed to the Registrar of the second diviston of Montmorency, Pterre 
Gosselin, Esquire, Returning Officer ex-officio for the County of Montmorency, 
for the election of a Member to represent the said County of Montmorency in the 
Legislative Assembly of thts Province, in the present Parliament, in the room of 
Joseph Cauchon, Esquire, who, since hts election as the Representative of the 
said County of Montmorency, had accepted an Office of profit under the Crown, to 
wtt: the Offtce of Commisstoner of Crown Lands for this Province, by means 
whereof the seat of the satd Joseph Cauchon, Esquire, as the Representative of 
the said County of Montmorency, had become vacant, the Honorable Joseph Cauchon 
has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the Return to the 
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satd Writ of Election, dated the twelfth day of February instant, which ts now 
lodged of record tn my Office. 
Office of the Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery, 
Quebec, 13th February, 18565. 
Féltx Fortter, 

Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 

To Wm. Burns Lindsay, Esquire, 
Clerk, Legtslative Assembly, Quebec. 


(590) 
Province of Canada. 

This ts to certify, that in virtue of a Writ of Election, dated the thirty- 
first day of January last past, issued by His Excellency the Governor General, 
and addressed to the Registrar of the second division of the County of 
Dorchester, Frangois Marcel Guay, Esquire, Returning Officer ex-offteto for the 
County of Lévits, for the election of a Member to represent the satd County of 
Lévis in the Legislative Assembly of this Province, in the present Parliament, 
tn the room of Frangois Lemteux, Esquire, who, stnee his election as the Repre- 
sentative of the said County of Lévis, had accepted an Office of profit under 
the Crown, to wtt: the Office of Chtef Commissioner of Publte Works for thts 
Province, by means whereof the seat of the satd Frangots Lemteux, HEsqutre, as 
the Representative of the said County of Lévis, had become vacant, the Honorable 
Frangots Lemteux has been returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by 
the Return to the satd Writ of Election, dated the tenth day of February 
tnstant, whitch ts now lodged of record in my Office. 

Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Quebec, 16th February, 1855. 
Félix Fortter, 
Clerk of the Crown tn Chancery. 




















To Wm. Burns Lindsay, Esquire, 
Clerk, Legislative Assembly, Quebec. 





Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, That he had recetved from the Commisstoner 
appotnted for the examination of wttnesses on the trial of the Petttton com- 
plaining of an undue Election and Return for the East Riding of the County of 
Brant, a copy of the Minutes of his proceedings under the said Commtssion. 

Mr. Speaker further acquainted the House, That he had on the twelfth day of 
January last, tssued his Warrant for the re-assembling of the Select Committee 
on the East Riding of the County of Brant Election Petttton, on Thursday, the 
first day of March next, provided Parliament shall be then sitting, and in case 
Parltament shall not be then sttting, then on the third Monday next after the 
commencement of the next Sesston of Parltament, to take the proceedings of the 
satd Commisstoner into consideration. 





Mr. Speaker also acquainted the House, That he had received from the Commis- 
stoner appointed for the examinatton of witnesses on the trial of the Petition 
complaining of an undue Election and Return for the County of Lotbiniére, a copy 
of the Minutes of hts proceedings under the satd Commission. 

Mr. Speaker further acquainted the House, That he had on the twelfth day of 
January last, tssued hts Warrant for the re-assembling of the Select Committee 
on the Lotbiniére Election Petition, on Thursday, the first day of March next, 
provided Parliament shall be then sitting, and in case Parliament shall not be 
then sitting, then on the third Monday next after the commencement of the next 
Sesston of Parliament, to take the proceedings of the satd Commissioner into 
constderattion. 
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MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB then addressed the House on the subject of the 
Ministerial changes, in the following words: 

A short time previous to the decease of the late lamented Judge Panet, 
Mr. Morin had intimated to his colleagues that it would be impossible for him to 
continue much longer in the Government, in consequence of the state of his 
health; and under no circumstances would he remain longer than the present 
session. Immediately after the death of the learned Judge Panet, the vacant 
seat on the Bench was offered to the Hon. Mr. Black, who declined it; and as a 
reconstruction of the Ministry would, under any circumstances, become necessary 
at the close of the session, it was thought due to Mr. Morin to offer him the 


judgeship, which he accepted. His retirement, in the opinion of the Receiver 
General and other members of the Government from Lower Canada, involved the 
dissolution of that section of the Administration, and the ... members thereof 


placed their resignations in my hands, with authority to make such use of them 
as I might think proper, in the reconstruction of the Lower Canadian portion of 
the Cabinet. I, therefore, felt it my duty to consult Col. Taché, the senior 
member of the Lower Canadian section of the Ministry, and found that gentleman 
willing to continue in office. By his advice Mr. Attorney General Drummond was 
requested to retain his office, and I communicated with Messrs. Cauchon, Lemieux 
and Cartier, whose names I accordingly was afterwards enabled to submit to His 
Excellency the Governor General, for the offices now respectively held by them.2 


MR. HOLTON asked if the House were to have any explanation of the principle 
on which those changes had been made?> 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he was not aware that there was any prin- 
ciple in the matter.—-The whole thing arose from the appointment of Mr. Morin to 
a judgeship.4 
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The following Petitions were severally brought up, and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. O'Farrell,--The Petition of James Kinnear, of the Townshtp of Leeds, 
County of Megantic, Mtller and Farmer. 

By Mr. Rhodes,--The Petition of the Reverend T. Trudelle and others, of the 
Village of Somerset. oz 

By Mr. Bureau,--The Petition of H. Lanctot and others, of the Parish of 
St. Edouard, County of Iberville. i 

By Mr. Valots,--The Petition of R.G. Greig and others, proprietors of Farms 
on the Lower Lachine Road. wry: 


(aur) 
By Mr. J.B, Daoust,--The Petition of Michael P. Phelan and others, of 
St. Colomban, District of Montreal. 








On motion of the Honorable Mr. Lemieux, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Cauchon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant to the Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery, to make out a new Writ for the election of a Member to serve tin the 
present Provincial Parliament for the united Counties of Chicouttmt and 
Tadoussac, in the room of the Honorable Augustin Norbert Morin who has accepted 
the Office of Puisne Judge for the Supertor Court of Lower Canada. 








Then, on motton of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Solic- 
ttor General Smith, 
The House adjourned until Monday next. 





APPENDIX: 23 FEBRUARY 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL FOR ST. FRANCIS DISTRICT COURTS. ] 


MR. FELTON [gave notice that] on Tuesday next [he would move for a] Bill, 
entitled "An Act to increase the number of sittings of the Courts of Justice 
within the District of St. Francis, and to make a more convenient arrangement 
thereof. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
PROPERTY OF MINORS, ETC. ] 


MR. BUREAU [gave notice that] on Monday next [he would move for a] Bill to 
make better provision for the administration of the property of minors, absen- 
tees, persons interdicted, and others who are incapable of administering their 
own property in that part of the Province formerly constituting the Province of 
Lower Canada.® 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL FOR PUBLICATION OF HYPOTHECS AND REAL 
RIGHTS. ] 


MR. CASAULT [gave notice that he would move for a] Bill to provide for the 
publication of hypothecs and real rights in Lower Canada.’ 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO PROTECT COPY-RIGHTS. ] 


MR. CASAULT [gave notice that he would move for a] Bill for the more effec- 
tual protection of copy rights in this Province.® 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR CONTRACT OF MCKEAN, MCLARTY AND 
COMPANY. ] 


MR. FERRES [gave notice that] on Thursday next [he would move for an] 
Address to His Excellency the Governor General, praying that His Excellency will 
be pleased to direct copies of all correspondence between the Government and 
Messrs. Melieanvand Meharty, or theirs agents, elative to thera contrdaet) bor 
Steam Service to England, and such other documents as may be necessary to shew 
to this House the present position of the matter.? [He] called the attention of 
the House to the fact, that on the 3rd October last the House had ordered a 
return of particulars relative to the contract of Messrs. McLean and McLarty. 
Now, though that was a long time ago, no return had yet been made. The excuse 
last Fall was, that information was required from England, but he understood 
that one of the parties of the firm had been in Canada for some weeks, and could 
surely give all the information that was required. He mentioned this because he 
understood that one of the firm was applying to Government for the payment in 
full which should have accrued to the firm if the terms of the contract had been 
fully complied with. 10 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX said that the information would very shortly be 
laid before the House.!! 
[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR EXPENDITURES ON CERTAIN ST. LAWRENCE 
RIVER WORKS. ] 


MR. HOLTON [gave notice that] on Monday next [he would move for an] Address 
to His Excellency the Governor General, praying that he will cause to be laid 
before this House a detailed statement of all moneys expended during the years 
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1853 and 1854, in the construction of Light Houses and Piers below Quebec, 
copies of all Orders in Council authorizing such expenditure; of all tenders for 
the execution of these works, and of all Contracts entered into therefor; and of 
the reports and estimates of Engineers on which such contracts were founded, and 
of all correspondence between the Department of Public Works and Mr. Francois 
Baby relating to those works; also copies of all tenders made for plying Tug 
Boats on the St. Lawrence below Quebec, and copy of the Contract entered into 
with Mr. Fra[n]¢ois Baby for the performance of that service.!2 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: CONGRATULATORY ADDRESS TO SIR EDMUND HEAD. ] 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB [gave notice that] on Monday next [he would move ] 
to resolve, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, tendering the congratulations of this House to His Excellency, on his 
appointment as Her Majesty's Representative in this Province, and to renew our 
assurances of our attachment to Her Majesty's Person and Government.!3 


[NOTICE OF MOTION: FOR COMMITTEE OF WHOLE TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS ON 
RAILROADS. ] 


MR. TURCOTTE [gave notice that] on Thursday next [he would move] that the 
House do resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to take into consideration 
the following Resolutions: 

l. That the Route between Quebec and Montreal by the Richmond Railroad and 
the St. Lawrence and the Atlantic Railroad, is not the shortest and most direct 
line between Quebec and Montreal, and can never be the natural Route between 
them, inasmuch as it passes at a considerable distance from both banks of the 
river, and can be of no use to the numerous population by which they are 
inhabited. 

2. That inasmuch as the importance of the two cities of Quebec and Montreal 
must be doubled within a very short period, as the River St. Maurice must 
develop a lumber trade of incalculable extent, and the North Shore of the River 
possesses, at almost every point, water power, and other sources of wealth 
without number, a Railroad has become a necessity to the future progress and 
welfare of that portion of the country. 

3. That even if the Provincial guarantee were given to the North Shore 
Railroad, and the Trois Pistoles Road were completed to the eastern limits of 
the Province, by the help of the said guarantee, Upper Canada would still enjoy 
a larger amount of guarantee than Lower Canada. 

4a ihate at is, therefore, impossible, without injustice, to refuse to the 
three hundred thousand inhabitants of the North Shore between Quebec and 
Montreal, the Provincial guarantee, and the power of extricating themselves, by 
means thereof, from a state of isolation, and placing themselves, like the 
inhabitants of other portions of the Province, in communication with the immense 
net-work of railroads, which covers the whole of North America.!4 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SHIPBUILDING IN LOWER CANADA. ] 
MR. ALLEYN [gave notice that] on Monday next [he would move for a] Bill, 
instituted (sic), "An Act to encourage Ship-building in this Province."15 
[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: AMENDMENTS TO SEIGNIORIAL TENURE BLLLa| 


MR. DUFRESNE [gave notice that] on Monday next [he would make an] Enquiry of 
Ministry, whether the Government intend, during the present session of the 
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Legislature, to bring in any amendments to the Seigniorial Tenure Bill, and if 
so, what amendments?16 


[ QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BILL. ] 
MR. THIBAUDEAU [asked a question. ]!/ 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said that the Legislative Council Bill was still 
under consideration.!8 


[POSTPONED NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. ] 


On the notice relative to Mr. Patrick's motion for a permanent Seat of Gov- 
ernment being called, 

MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said that when it came up he should endeavor to have 
it carried in an amended shape, declaring the propriety of making the Seat 
of Government permanent after the next Parliament. In the meantime it was 
postponed. 19 


FOOTNOTES: 23 FEBRUARY 1855. 


Telegraph (HAMILTON SPECTATOR), 24 February 1855, reports: "The House met 
at’ 3) o'cbock this afternoon.” . TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 24 February (1655, 
comments: "few Upper Canada members had arrived. There would consequently 
be a thin House at the opening.” GLOBE, 23 February 1855, adds to this "A 
number of western members have gone down to be present at the opening.... 
Among those who have left are Messrs. Cameron, Robinson, Hartman, Lumsden, 
Fergusson, McBeth, A. Morrison, Clarke, Rolph, Wilson, Southwick, 
Mackenzie, Aikins, and Foley. We hear that Messrs. J.C. Morrison, Brown, 
Ferrie, Daly and Merritt will leave on Monday. Mr. Niles, we regret to 
learn, is sick and cannot leave at present." 

Telegraph (HAMILTON SPECTATOR), 24 February 1855. 

DEED. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 March 1855. 

EBIDS 

BED: 

TBEDE 

IBID. 

Telegraph (HAMILTON SPECTATOR), 24 February 1855. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 3 March 1855. 

IBID. 

IBID. 

TBEDS 

LBEDR 

Telegraph (HAMILTON SPECTATOR), 24 February 1855. 

TBD. 

TBED. 


1896 


MONDAY, 26 FEBRUARY 1855. 


(aa) 
SYDNEY BELLINGHAM, Esquire, Member for the County of Argenteuil, having 
previously taken the Oath according to Law, and subscribed before the Commis- 
stoners the Roll containing the same, took his seat in the House. 


Mr. Speaker laid before the House, Returns from Registrars of the following 
Counties in Upper Canada, received in pursuance of the Order of this House of 
the 14th day of September last, viz: Simcoe, Leeds, Peterborough and Victoria, 
Essex, and Lanark. “a iat we 
For the said Returns, see Appendix (Z.) 








Also, Statement of the Affairs of the Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Ratlroad 
Union Company, from Ist July to 31st December, 1854. 
For the said Statement, see Appendix (F.F.) 


And also, Returns from Shertffs of Counties in Upper Canada and Districts tin 
Lower Canada, and from Police Magistrates of Cities and Towns in the Province, 
received in pursuance of the Order of this House of the 8th November last. 

For the said Returns, see Appendix (A.A.A.) 








The following Petitions were severally brought up and latd on the table: -- 

By Mr. Solteitor General Smtth,--The Petition of Thomas Parke and others, 
Shipowners, Forwarders, and Merchants. 

By Mr. Crawford,--The Petition of the Town Counctl of the Town of Woodstock; 
the Petition of the Town Counctl of the Town of Perth; the Petition of the Town 
Council of the Town of Peterborough; the Petition of the Town Counetl of Picton; 
the Petttion of the Town Counctl of Goderich; and the Pettitton of the Town 
Counetl of Chatham. 

By Mr. Hartman,--The Petition of the Municipal Counetl of the united Coun- 
ttes of York and Peel; and the Petition of Holland Landing Division, Wo. 107, of 
the Order of the Sons of Temperance. 

By Mr. Patrick,--The Petition of Andrew Ralston and others, of the Townshtp 
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of Augusta; the Petttion of Stewart Herron and others, of the Township of 
Augusta; and the Petition of John L. Wood and others, of the Township of 
Augusta. 7 

By Mr. Fergusson,--The Petition of William Armstrong, Clerk of the Peace of 
the County of Grey. 

By Mr. GtUl, --The Petition of Michel Allard and others, of the County of 
Yamaska. 

By the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab,--The Petition of the Hamtlton Mercan- 
tile Library Assoctatton. 

By the Honorable Mr. Lemteux,--The Petitton of the Reverend Robert R. 
Burrage. 

By Mr. Dtonne,--The Petition of the Muntetpal Council of the County of 
FR UMOUS CO oma 

By Mr. Masson,--The Petttion of Charles Benedict and others, Electors of the 
County of Argenteutl; the Petttion of Lemuel Cushing, Esquire, Merchant, of the 
Townshtp of Chatham, County of Argenteuitl; the Petition of the Reverend C. 
Dufour and others, of St. Zotique, District of Montreal; and the Petition of 
Stmeon Ashley and others, of the Township of Huntingdon. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of the North Shore Ratlroad 
Company. 
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By Mr. Bellingham,--The Petition of John Meikle and others, Electors of the 
County of Argenteutl. 

By Mr. Somerville,--The Petttion of D. Macfarlane and others, of the Town- 
ship of Elgin; and the Petition of Witliam Anderson, Chatrman, and Robert 
Middlemiss, Secretary, on behalf of the Board of School Commissioners of the 
Muntetpaltty of Hinehinbrooke, County of Huntingdon. 

By Mr. Bureau,--The Petition of the Reverend P. Bédard and others, of the 
Counttes of Napterville and Lapratrie; and the Petition of W. McKay and others, 
of Sherrington, latterly Babyville. 

By Mr. Chapats,--The Petition of the Corporation of the College of Ste. Anne 
de la Pocattére. 

By Mr. Bell,--Three Petitions of the Munictpal Council of the united Coun- 
ttes of Lanark and Renfrew. 

By Mr. Antoine Aimé Dorton,--The Petition of F. MacDonell, Esquire, and 
others, Members of the Committee of the Eye and Ear Institution, and others, of 
Montreal; and the Petition of Ovtde LeBlanc, Esqutre, and others, Members of the 
Benevolent Soctety of Notre Dame de Bonsecours, of Montreal. 

By Mr. Southwick,--Three Petitions of the Municipal Council of the County of 
Elgin. 

By Mr. Clarke,--The Petition of Jacob Hespeler and others, of the Village of 
Preston, County of Waterloo. 




















Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 

Of James Kinnear, of the Township of Leeds, County of Megantic, Miller and 
Farmer; praying payment of hts account for attendance as a wttness on the trial 
of the Contested Election for the County of Meganttc, during the last Sesston of 
Parltament. 

Of H. Lanetot and others, of the Parish of St. Edouard, County of Iberville; 
praying for certain amendments to the Seigniorial Act of 1854. 

Of R.G. Gretg and others, proprietors of Farms on the Lower Lachine Road; 
praying that the Act 16 Vic. cap. 127, may be so amended that they may by law 
refer thetr claims for damages suffered by them in consequence of the construc- 
tton of the Ctty Aqueduct to appraisers indifferently chosen. 

Of Michael P. Phelan and others, of St. Colomban, District of Montreal; 
praying for aid to construct a bridge over the Riviére du Nord, at Montreal. 


(593) 
Of the Reverend T. Trudelle and others, of the Village of Somerset; praying 
for atd in behalf of an Academy in the satd Village. 











Sur motion de MR. HOLTON, | 
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Ordered, That the Petition of Major General George A. Weatherall, and 
Charles Martin, Esquire, a Lteutenant of Her Majesty's 95th Regiment of Infan- 
try; the Petition of William F. Coffin, Attorney and Agent in behalf of the 
Inhabttants of the Counttes of Clinton, Essex, and Franklin, in the State of New 
York; and the Petitton of Thomas Watson and others, proprietors and holders of 
Stock in the Montreal and New York Ratlroad Company, be referred to the Standing 
Committee on Railroads, Canals, and Telegraph Lines. 





Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitton complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the 
County of Montmagny; informed the House, That James Ross, William Frederick 
Powell, and John P. Crysler, Esquires, Members of the Committee, were not 
present within one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the said 
Commtttee, thts day. 
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Ordered, That James Ross, William Frederick Powell, and John P. Cryster, 
Esqutres, do attend in thetr places tn this House To-morrow. 





Ordered, That Mr. Somerville have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a 
Circutt Court tn and for the County of Huntingdon and part of the County of 
Chateauguay. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Somerville have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a 
Registry Office in and for the County of Huntingdon and part of the County of 
Chateauguay. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Charles Daoust, seconded by Mr. Prévost, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying His Excellency to cause to be laid before this House, a copy of 
the Correspondence (tf any may have taken place) between John Samuel McCord, one 
of Her Majesty's Cireuit Judges for Lower Canada, and the Executive Government 
of this Province, with reference to the change of the place of holding the 
Stttings of the Cireutt Court in and for the Beauharnotis Ctreutt. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 








MR. C. DAOUST (de Beauharnais) propose que la Chambre se forme en comité 
général pour prendre en considération certaines résolutions au sujet du paiement 
des jurés. I1 appuie sa motion de quelques considérations, mais il est inter- 
LonpuNpars—— 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND objected that such a motion implying the expenditure 
of money must originate with the government >. Ce sujet se trouve compris dans 
le bill municipal, qui contient une clause permettant aux municipalités de 
prélever des fonds pour cet objet.4 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER décide que la motion de M. Daoust n'est pas dans 
l'ordre, parce que la constitution réserve exclusivement au gouvernement le 
droit d'initiative dans toute appropriation de deniers.° 


MR. C. DAOUST.--Je sais fort bien cela; mais je désirerais plus particulié- 
rement savoir quelle est l'intention du gouvernement sur cette matiére impor- 
tante, et ce qu'il entend faire. Je dois dire que le moyen proposé par le 
procureur-général dans le bill municipal est entiérement inefficace, et qu'il ne 
donnera aucune satisfaction au public. Dans le Haut Canada la loi ne fonctionne 
pas bien, et on le voit par les pétitions présentées a cette chambre pour en 
demander 1'amendement.® 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER interrompt M. Daoust en lui disant que ce n'est pas 
le temps de discuter sa motion, puisqu'elle a été déclarée hors d'ordre./ 


MR. TURCOTTE.--Devons-nous comprendre, M. l'orateur, que cette Chambre ne 
peut avoir le droit d'exprimer une opinion sur l'opportunité de faire subir des 
amendements aux lois? Si la constitution, si l'acte d'Union va jusque 1a, il 
vaut autant que le peuple cesse d'envoyer des représentants en Chambre. On sait 


1900 


fort bien que cette Chambre ne peut faire d'appropriation d'argent, mais elle 
peut exprimer son opinion sur ce qui devrait é6tre fait. Si la constitution l'en 
empéche, le plus tdt on en sera débarrassé, le mieux sera pour nous.8 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER répéte qu'il a décidé que la motion était hors 
d'ordre, et qu'il ne peut la recevoir ni en permettre la discussion.? The 
present motion was inadmissable (sic) without deciding any other case that might 

: 10 
arise. 


MR “TURCOTIE en, appelle de la décision de l'Orateur, mais. elle est 
maintenue!!, 
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Mr. Charles Daoust moved, seconded by Mr. Bureau, and the Question being 
proposed, That thts House wtll tmmedtately resolve ttself into a Committee, to 
take into constderatton the expediency of providing either out of the Consoli- 
dated Revenue Fund of thts Province, or out of any other Fund that the Govern- 
ment may deem expedient, for the payment of persons summoned from time to time 
to serve as Jurors tn Criminal prosecutions; 

Mr. Speaker declined receiving the Motton, the same tending to an appropria- 
tion of Publte Montes which had not been recommended by Message from His Excel- 
leney the Governor General, or otherwise. 
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And an Appeal being made from Mr. Speaker's decision; the House divided: 
and the names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


VHAS . 
Messteurs Alteyn, Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, 


Chauveau, Church, Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Crawford, Jean B. Daoust, Delong, DeWitt, 








Fergusson, Octave C. Fortier, Fournier, Frazer, Gill, Gould, Hartman, Holton, 
Larwill, LeBoutillier, Lemieux, Lumsden, Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Attorney 
General Macdonald, Mackenzie, Sir A.N. MacNab, MeCann, McKerlte, Matheson, 
Meagher, Munro, Murney, Patrick, Prévost, Rhodes, Robinson, Rolph, Solicitor 
General Ross, Scatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Southwick, 
Spence, Stevenson, Taché, and Wilson.--(59.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Bourassa, Bureau, Charles Daoust, Desaulnters, Huot, Jobin, 


Laberge, Marehtldon, Masson, Thtbaudeau, Turcotte, and Valots.--(12.) 


So the dectston of Mr. Speaker was confirmed. 




















Ordered, That Mr. Alleyn have leave to bring in a Bill to encourage Ship- 
butlding wtthin thts Province. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was re- 
eetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 


MR. HOLTON moved for an address for papers relative to the Piers below 
Quebec, and the Tug Boats contracted for by Mr. Baby. He said it was not his 


intention to renew the discussion of last session on this subject. The money 
was gone and no one was responsible for it according to the present version of 
our system of government. But it might be the duty of the House to prevent 


similar spoliation taking place for the future.!2 He wished the return to be 
furnished that something might be done to check extravagance.!3 Last session 
the country was astounded at hearing that £100,000 had been spent without any 
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Parliamentary sanction, and it appears that the ministry yielding doubtless,’ to 
Dil Davee oO pane ome nad ejectedl4 the gentleman who was at the head of the 
department of Public Works, when these contracts were entered intol5, thinking 
thus to shield themselves from the punishment which belonged to an act for which 
they and he were alike responsible. He knew this was not alleged as the reason 
of the changes in the explanations given the other evening. But it was well 
known that it was so, while, with respect to another gentleman, it was generally 
believed that he had been the victim of an intrigue. At any rate the country 
had save hehe © explanation.!6 Il trouve que les explications données vendredi 
derniér par Sir Allan McNab ne sont pas suffisantes; i] espére qu'il y en aura 
de nouvelles.!’ He had already invited explanations but without success on ee 
les ministres actuels ne veulent pas en donner, il espére que les ministres qui 
ont été rejetés de l'administration en donneront.!9 He now thought it possible 
that the late ministers might desire to make some--to say whether they had 
differed from their colleagues, & resigned or whether they had been simply2? 
ejected.2! 

On lui a dit que les contrats. avaient été données,(sic). aM. Baby pour 
construire une ligne de bateaux a vapeur d'une qualité inférieure, tandis que 
d'autres soumissionnaires, dont les termes étaient plus élevés, étaient préts 4 
établir une ligne de vaisseaux de premiére classe, qui aurait donné pleine 
satisfaction au commerce et au public en général.24 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB thought the motion made for the sake of the 
speech.23 M. Holton .a pi) entendrerdine.-quils y eavale, d'autres) expiicationsma 
donner de la part du gouvernement, mais aprés celles que j'ai données lL'autre 
jour, je ne vois pas pourquoi il en demande de nouvelles. Quelles explications 
peut-on donner de plus? I1 n'y a eu qu'un changement de personnel.24 As to the 
acuS Oruthe —COommmssMomer GOL Phen Board Ob. WOLkS. ad cb aWwalSell© teh@asm bil saanciccuslO 
justify what had been done by the late Ministry; but he had no doubt the late 
Commissioner had done his best and what he thought was right. In any case any 
remarks upon him should be deferred till he was present. In the meantime, he 
(Sir Allan) expressed no opinion on the subject.2> 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD remarked that the two new members of the Ministry had 
been opposed to the principle of the Legislative Council Bill.2® Mr. Cartier 
who was now Provincial Secretary, it was well known, had formerly opposed 
certain provisions in the Elective Legislative Council Bill. Had the Government 
altered their policy? Some explanation was due to the House, and if not given 
to-day, should be promised on some other occasion.2/ 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB denied the existence of any difference of opinion 
among the members of the Government as to the Legislative Council Bill. He had 
previously stated, that it was the intention of the Government to proceed with 
that measure. To the principle of the Ball which had been Laid before the 
House, the Government were committed; its details might still form matter of 
deliberation, as it was of the utmost consequence that a measure of such impor- 
tance should be carefully weighed.28 


MR. MACKENZIE--Why the bill was printed in the fall29. The gallant knight 
had stated before the adjournment, that the Government would proceed with 
certain measures when the House assembled in February. Among them was this 
Elective Legislative Council Bill. The House had met in September, had con- 
tinued in session to the end of December, and now in February, the gallant 
knight told them that the details of the Bill were still under consideration. 
The present Government had changed the character of the Bill introduced by their 
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predecessors. Now, they were going to change the measure they had themselves 
framed. He thought it was time the House knew what was the nature of the 
measure they were now to be called to vote for.30 


MR. MURNEY said the member for the County of Quebec was in his place, and he 
thought the House ought to hear from him whether he had been kicked out of the 
Government-—-whether he got tired--or whether he was to be better employed.3! 


MR. CHAUVEAU.--On me demande des explications sur les changements survenus 
dans l'administration; mais ce n'est pas a moi qu'il faut les demander. Tout ce 
que je sais, c'est que lors de la résignation de M. Morin, tous les ministres 
bas-canadiens ont cru devoir résigner, et c'est ce que j'ai fait32. In the 
reconstruction of the Cabinet he was not offered a place?3. He afterwards heard 
that his late office had been filled up, and he was offered the Chief Commis- 
sionership on the Commission for the codification of the laws. That he refused. 
He knew no more about it, and should sustain or oppose the measures of the 
Ministry as they might be good or bad.34 
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On motion of Mr. Holton, seconded by Mr. Antoine Aimé Dorion, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he wtll cause to be latd before this House a detailed 
Statement of all montes expended during the years 18535 and 1854, in the con- 
struetton of Light Houses and Piers below Quebec; coptes of all Orders in 
Counetl authorizing such expenditure, and acted upon by the Department of Public 
Works; of all Tenders for the execution of these Works, and of all Contracts 
entered into therefor; and of the reports and estimates of Engineers on whtch 
such Contracts were founded, and of all correspondence between the Department of 
Publte Works and Mr. Frangois Baby, relating to those Works; also coptes of all 
Tenders made for plying Tug Boats on the St. Lawrence below Quebec, and copy of 
the Contract entered into with Mr. Frangots Baby for the performance of that 
service. rh 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 








On motton of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Antoine Atmé 
Dorton, " 

Resolved, That the following humble Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor General:-- 

To Hts Excellency Sir Edmund Head, Baronet, Governor General of British 
North Amertca, and Captain General and Governor in Chief tn and over the Prov- 
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tneces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward, 
and Vitce-Admtral of the same, &c., &c., &c. 














May tt please Your Excellency, 

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Canada, humbly 
beg leave to tender to Your Excellency our congratulations on your appotntment 
as Her Majesty's Representative in this Province, and to renew our assurances of 
our attachment to Her Majesty's Person and Government. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be engrossed. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by the whole House. 


1903 


Ordered, That such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Exec- 
utive Counctl of this Provinee, do wait upon His Excellency the Governor General 
to know Hits Excellency's pleasure when he wtll be attended by this House with 
tts Address. 


The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, 
delivered to Mr. Speaker a Message from Hts Excellency the Governor General, 
stgned by Hts Excellency. 

And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the House 
being uncovered; and ts as followeth:-- 

Edmund Head. 





The Governor General transmits for the tnformatton of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, a Copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty's Prinetpal Secretary of State for 
the Colontes. 

Government House, 

Quebec, 26th February, 1855. 


(Copy. j)=-NVo. 12. 
Downing Street, 26th January, 1855. 

Str,--I have recetved from the Earl of Elgin, wtth a request that tt mtght 
be laid before the Queen, the joint Address to Her Majesty of whitch Hts Lordshtp 
was the bearer, from the Legislative Counctl and Legislative Assembly of Canada, 
offering to Her Majesty thetr cordial congratulattons on the Victory gained by 
the allied English and French Armies on the hetghts of Alma, expressing their 
sympathy and compassion for the sufferings and bereavement consequent on this 
Vietory, and pledging themselves to place at the dtsposal of the Royal Commis- 
stoners appointed by Her Majesty, thetr contrtbution towards the relief of the 
Widows and Orphans of the Soldters, Satlors, and Marines of the allied Armies 
and Navies of England and France who may fall in the War. I have also received 
your Despatch No. 6, of the 5th instant, transmitting to me two Drafts for Ten 
thousand pounds sterling, each, voted by the Provincial Parliament in pursuance 
of this Address. 

I have had the greatest satisfaction in laying thts Address before the 
Queen, who was pleased to receive tt very gractously; and Her Majesty has 
commanded me to acquaint you that it has been most gratifying to Her to receive 
these proofs of the deep tnterest felt by the Legislative Council and Assembly 
of Canada, in the achtevements of Her Majesty's gallant Forces, and those of Her 
Allies, and of their generous compassion for the sufferers and the bereaved. 

It ts searecely necessary that I should assure you that the sympathy 
expressed by the Legislature of Canada with Her Majesty's loyal people in this 
country, and the liberality of this contrtbutton to the Patriotic Fund, witll be 
warmly apprectated by all classes throughout the Untted Kingdom. I have trans- 
mttted the two Drafts to the Duke of Newcastle, to whose order they are made 
payable, and they will be appropriated by His Grace in the manner desired by the 
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Counetl and Assembly. I have also requested the Earl of Clarendon to communi- 
cate to the French Government a copy of the Address, and to inform that 
Government that the sum of Ten thousand pounds ts held at their disposal for the 
purpose for which tt has been remitted. 
I have, &e., 





(Stgned, ) G. Grey. 
Governor Str Edmund Head, Baronet. 
Lew. Cen &e. 
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Ordered, That the satd Message be printed for the use of the Members of this 
House. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB presented a message from the Governor inclosing a 
despatch from Downing Street, acknowledging the receipt of the joint address of 
the two Houses on the war, and drafts for £20,000.3° 


MR. HOLTON asked why these addresses were kept back for three weeks, merely 


to confer a little claptrap triumph on Lord Elgin by making him the bearer of 
them? (Laughter.)?® 


Sur motion de MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH, 37 
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The Order of the day for taking into consideration the Reasons of absence of 
such Members as were not present at the Call of the House on Tuesday, the 
seventh day of November last, betng read; 

Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be discharged. 


Mr. Murney moved, seconded by Mr. Mackenzte, and the Question betng put, 
That this House do now adjourn; the House dtvtded:--And it was resolved in the 
Affirmative. 


The House adjourned accordingly. 


APPENDIX: 26 FEBRUARY 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL ON THE AUDITING OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. ] 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il fera motion pour 
un] Bill pour assurer l'audition des comptes publics d'une maniére plus 
efficace. 38 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR BILL TO AMEND ACT 14 & 15 VIC., CHAP. 57--PUBLIC 
WORKS. ] 


MR. CASAULT [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il] fera motion pour per- 
mission d'introduire un bill pour amender l'acte [4 et 15 Victoria, chap. 57.39 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS ORDERING CERTAIN DOCUMENTS ON CLERGY 
RESERVES. | 


MR. BROWN [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il fera motion pour une] 
Adresse au sujet de la mise a effet des dispositions de l'acte des réserves du 
clergé de cette session, relatives a la commutation.40 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR COPY OF A REPORT ON EMIGRATION. ] 


MR. ROBINSON [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il fera motion pour une] 
Adresse demandant copie du rapport de A.C. Buchanan, écuyer, au sujet de 
1'immigration.4! 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR COPIES OF REPORTS ON MILITIA. ] 


MR. ROBINSON [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il fera motion pour une] 
Adresse demandant copie des dépéches ou correspondances entre le gouvernement 
impérial et provincial, au sujet du rappel de troupes du Canada, et des moyens 
de défense de la province a l'avenir et copie du rapport des commissaires au 
sujet de la milice.42 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: PATRIOTIC FUND.] 


CAPT. RHODES [donne avis que] vendredi prochain [il fera motion] que le 
secrétaire provincial soit requis de faire rapport a cette chambre des diffé- 
rentes sommes d'argent souscrites en cette province pour le fonds patriotique; 
et de spécifier les différentes localités ot l'argent a été prélevé, et si ces 
montants proviennent de la contribution privée ou autrement.43 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS IN THE HOUSES.] 


MR. PATRICK [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il] proposera que la vente 
des liqueurs spiritueuses soit suspendue dans les édifices occupés par cette 
branche de la législature.44 


[NOTICE OF MOTION: TO RESCIND ORDER FOR CERTAIN RETURNING OFFICERS TO 
APPEAR AT BAR OF HOUSE.] 


MR. HUOT [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il] proposera que la résolu- 
tion adoptée dans une précédente séance de cette session, pour faire comparaitre 


a la barre de cette chambre les députés officiers rapporteurs des paroisses de 
la Malbaie, Ste. Agnés, St. Fidéle, des Eboulements, St. Urbain, ainsi que Jean 
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Gagné, écuyer, N.P., soit rescindé et qu'en conséquence les dits députés 
officiers rapporteurs et Jean Gagné, écuyer, soient dispensés de comparaitre a 
la barre de cette chambre.4° 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. ] 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND [donne avis que] lorsque les débats seront repris sur 
la motion de M. Patrick pour qu'une adresse soit présentée a Son Excellence au 
sujet du siége du gouvernement, et sur la motion de M. Brown, en amendement a la 
premiére, [il fera motion] que l'amendement proposé par M. Brown soit de nouveau 
amendé en y ajoutant les mots suivants: "en autant qu'il s'agit du lieu ot la 
prochaine session du parlement se tiendra; mais que c'est l'opinion de cette 
chambre qu'un lieu convenable devrait étre choisi sans plus de retard, pour 
ériger des édifices pour l'usage permanent des membres de la législature et des 
officiers attachés aux divers départements du gouvernement civil de cette pro- 
vince, a l'expiration des quatre années qui suivront 1l'époque ot les bureaux du 
gouvernement seront transférés de la cité de Québec. 46 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: ST. MICHEL WHARF. |] 


MR. O. FORTIER (de Bellechasse) [donne avis que] jeudi prochain [il] deman- 
dera a l'administration si c'est l'intention du gouvernement, durant cette 
session, 6c faireuun, octro. d'argent, vour la construction d'un, quai. en La 
paroisse St. Michel.4/ 
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TUESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 1855. 
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THE Sergeant-at-Arms attending this House, informed the House, that he had 
taken John Wilson, Esquire, into his custody. 

Whereupon the Honorable John Sandfield Macdonald acquainted the House, that 
he was destred by Mr. Wilson to state, That he left the City of Quebec in the 
beginning of December last, believing that this House would be adjourned long 
before the day to which the sitting of the Drummond and Arthabaska Election 
Committee had been adjourned, and that he was surprized at the delay in adjourn- 
tng this House; and the same having been verified upon Oath by Mr. Wilson; 

Ordered, That John Wilson, Esqutre, be discharged out of custody. 








The Sergeant-at-Arms attending thts House, informed the House, that he had 
taken Robert B. Somerville, Esquire, tnto his custody. 

Whereupon Mr. Jobin acquainted the House, that he was desired by 
Mr. Somerville to state, That he was absent from the Select Committee on the 
Drummond and Arthabaska Election Petition at its last meeting, in consequence of 
the said Commtttee having been adjourned over to a period whitch he was under the 
tmpresston would not be till after the adjournment of the House, whtch he was 
Led to belteve would take place in a few days from the time of the first moeting 
(sic); and the same having been vertfied upon Oath by Mr. Somerville; 

Ordered, That Robert B. Somerville, Esquire be discharged out of custody. 





The Sergeant-at-Arms attending this House, informed the House, that he had 
taken John Scatcherd, Esquire, into hts custody. 
Whereupon Mr. Jobin acquainted the House, that he was destred by 


Mr. Seatecherd to state, That being fully confident that the House would adjourn 
previous to an adjourned meeting of the Drummond and Arthabaska Election Commit- 
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tee (to the tenth day of December,) on which Committee he was a Member, he left 
to attend important public duties as Warden of the County of Middlesex; and the 
same having been verified upon Oath by Mr. Scatcherd; 
Ordered, That John Scatcherd, Esquire, be discharged out of custody. 





Mr. Jobin moved, seconded by Mr. Thibaudeau, and the Question been (sic) 
put, That John Wilson, Robert B. Somerville and John Scatcherd, Esqutres, be 
severally discharged from the payment of Fees; the House divided:--And it was 
resolved in the Afft[r]mative. 











Mr. Speaker communicated to the House the following Letter:-- 
Quebec, 27th February, 1855. 
Str,--I have the honor to inform you, in the name of the Central Committee 
of the Exhtbttton, that His Excellency the Governor General having accepted an 
invitation to be present at the opening of the Exhtbitton, the Montreal Commit- 
tee will feel gratified if you, and the Honorable the. Legislative Assembly, will 
honor it wtth your presence. It wtll take place at Montreal on the 6th March 

next. 
I have the honor to be, Str, 
With the htghest respect, 
Your humble Servant, 
Louts Rtcard, 

Secretary to the Montreal Central Committee. 





Honorable L.V. Stcotte, 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. 
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The following Petittons were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Patrick,--The Petition of Thomas Coates and others, of the Township 
of Edwardsburgh; and the Petition of David S. Steele and others, of the Township 
of Augusta. iA 

By Mr. Frazer,--The Petition of the Muntetpaltty of the Townshtp of 
Stamford. 

By Mr. Felton,--The Petttton of E. Short, Esqutre, and others, of the Town 
of Sherbrooke and vicinity; the Petition of J.H. Pope and others, of the Town- 
ship of Eaton, District of St. Francis; the Petition of H. Hall and others, of 
Dudswell and other Townships, County of Wolfe, District of St. Francis; and the 
Petition of Thomas Davis and others, of the Townshtp of Dudswell, District of 
ot. Franets. 

By Mr. Valois,--Two Petitions of the Reverend Jean Bte. St. Germain, of the 
Parish of St. Laurent, Island of Montreal. —* 

By Mr. Turcotte,--The Petition of Edouard Tremblay, Esqutre, of the Parish 

of St. Ettenne de la Malbate. 

















Mr. Laberge, from the Select Commtttee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the 
County of Montmagny, informed the House, That James Ross and John P. Crysler, 
Esquires, Members of the Committee, were not present within one hour after the 
ttme appotnted for the meeting of the said Committee, thts day. 








Ordered, That Mr. Felton have leave to bring in a Bill to tnerease the 
number of Sittings of the Courts of Justice within the District of St. Francis, 
and to make a more convenient arrangement thereof. Ch 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Masson have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a 
Regtstry Office for the County of Soulanges. 
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He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday the twelfth day of March nect. 


Ordered, That Mr. Masson have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a new 
Cireutt in the County of Soulanges. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday the twelfth day of March next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Casault have leave to bring in a Bill to provide for the 
publication of Hypothecs and Real Rights in Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Tuesday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Casault have leave to bring in a Bill for the more effec- 
tual protection of Copyrights in this Province. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Tuesday next. . 
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The Order of the House of yesterday, for the attendance of James Ross, 
William Frederick Powell, and John P. Crysler, Esquires, in their places in this 
House, this day, being read;--And Mr. Powell attending in his place; 

Ordered, That the 84th Section of "The Election Petitions Act of 1851" be 
now read:--And the same being read; 

Ordered, That William Frederick Powell, Esquire, being one of the Members of 
the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the matter of the Petition 
complaining of an undue Election and Return for the County of Montmagny, and not 
having been present within one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of 
the Committee yesterday, be taken into the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
attending this House, for such neglect of duty. 








The Order of the day for receiving the Report of the Committee of the whole 
House to constder the expediency of increasing the Salartes of the subordinate 
Officers of the several Departments of the Public Service, and of the Chief 
Justice and Puisne Judges and Chancellor and Vice-Chancellors of the Supertor 
Courts of this Province, being read; 

Ordered, That the said Order of the day be postponed until Tuesday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act, 
intttuled, "An Act to repeal two certain Acts therein menttoned relating to 
Agriculture, and to provide for the remedy of abuses prejudic[t]lal to Agricul- 
ture," being read; 

Mr. Pouliot moved, seconded by Mr. Alleyn, and the Questton being proposed, 
That the Bill be now read a second time; 

Mr. Poulin moved tn amendment to the Questton, second[ed] by Mr. Thibaudeau, 
That the word "now" be left out, and the words "this day stx months" added at 
the end thereof; 

And the Question betng put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 
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YEAS. 

Messteurs Atkins, Blanchet, Bourassa, Brodeur, Casault, Chauveau, Cooke, 
Desaulniters, Antotne A. Dorton, Dostaler, Dufresne, Fergusson, Octave C. 
Fortier, Fournier, Galt, Gill, Hartman, Holton, Lemteux, John S. Macdonald, 
Roderick McDonald, Masson, Munro, Patrick, Poulin, Prévost, Rolph, Somerville, 


Thtbaudeau, Valots, Wilson, and Wright.--(é2.) 
(599) 











NAYS. 

Messteurs Bell, Bureau, Cayley, Chapats, Church, Clarke, Cook, Jean B. 
Daoust, Delong, DeWitt, Dtonne, Jean B.E. Dorion, Attorney General Drummond, 
Felton, Frazer, Huot, Jobin, Laberge, Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General 
Macdonald, Mackenzte, Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, Marchildon, Matheson, Meagher, 
Angus Morrtson, Pouliot, Powell, Rhodes, Robinson, Solicitor General Ross, Shaw, 
Soltettor General Smith, Southwick, Spence, Taché, and Turcotte.--(39.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

Then the main Question being put; 

Ordered, That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Committee of 
five Members, to report thereon wtth all convenient speed; wtth power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pouliot, Mr. Taché, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric 
Dorion, and the Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, do compose the satd Commtttee. 
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The Order of the day for the second reading of the Btll to amend the Act, 
intituled, "An Act to provide for the better organization of Agrteultural Socte- 
ttes in Lower Canada," being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 





MR. ALLEYN moved the second reading of the bill to incorporate Congregation 
of Catholics at Quebec speaking the English language.! 


The motion passed, and the bill was read a second time.2 


MR. ALLEYN then moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on Private 
Bills.3 


MR. MACKENZIE desired some information as to the object of the bill. He 
could see no more necessity for incorporating the Catholics of Quebec speaking 
the English language than there would be for incorporating the 160 Pagans in his 
own county (Haldimand) speaking the Indian language. He understood that this 
bill had been introduced in the last House of Assembly and did not pass.4 


MR. ALLEYN said that some years ago it was found that there was not room in 
the Catholic church of Quebec to accommodate the English portion of the Catho- 
lics, and that these accordingly united their subscriptions, and with the aid of 
the Protestants of Quebec, bought a piece of ground and built a church, which 
had been managed by a body of Trustees ever since. The bill introduced in last 
ae oe had fallen through, but not on account of any objection raised 
Olt. 


The motion was agreed to, and the bill referred. © 


(099) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to tneorporate the 
Congregation of the Catholics of Quebec speaking the English language, being 
read; 

The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills. 


MR, ALLEYN moved the second reading of the bill to amend and consolidate 
Acts incorporating Quebec. In doing so, he explained that the bill gave certain 
new powers to the municipality, and altered the mode of election, substituting 
as in Montreal vote by ballot instead of the present system. The bill also gave 
the right to vote to every person who paid assessment. / 


MR. MACKENZIE asked why Parliament should be called upon to pass one Bill 
for Montreal, another for Toronto, and another for Quebec. Why not have one 
general system for all their municipalities. If the proposed plan was good for 
Quebec, apply it generally. If inapplicable to others, they should not go into 
iterate ea ay, 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND admitted the force of Mr. Mackenzie's remarks; but it 
had to be taken into account that prior to the union certain rights had been 
acquired by the different cities in both sections ‘of the Province. It was just 
now impossible, however desirable it might be, to have a uniform act, applicable 
to all cities. The importance of such uniformity was not lost sight of by the 
government; and he hoped they would be able to perfect a measure relating, not 
merely to the incorporation of cities, but relating to religious bodies, so that 
an end might be put to the system of enacting special laws for each particular 
society.? At present a bill was before the Legislature, giving uniformity to 
the municipal system of Lower Canada, but as their cities were very few, he did 
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not think there was any good reason for taking away the special Acts from 
Montreal and Quebec. 19 It was desirable, as much as possible to simplify legis- 
lation, and the efforts of the government would be directed to that purpose. 
(hear, shear, from fin. Mackenzie.)!1 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal) was glad that it should be proposed to introduce in 
Quebec the system now in operation in Montreal, where it had wrought admirably, 
putting a stop to these disgraceful scenes which used to characterize former 
elections. At the same time he thought the system still susceptible of improve- 
ment by making the election last only one day instead of six or seven,!2 [and] 
the votes should be taken ... in different wards.!3 at present, when one 
candidate had a majority on the first day, his opponent had an opportunity of 
tHying tovturn the seale the next by bribery, and the longer the poll. was kept 
open, the greater would be the bribery.14 


MR. ALLEYN said he would be ready to receive any suggestion for its improve- 
ment when the bill came before committee.!° 
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The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend and consol- 
tdate the provistons contained tn the Ordinances to tncorporate the City and 
Town of Quebec, and to vest more ample powers in the Corporation of the said 
City and Town, betng read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to explain the Act 
TGaViG. cap. Lb4,. «being wead; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend and consol- 
tdate the Laws for the prevention of damages to and detertoration of property 
etther under setzure or hypothecatton to the prejudice of the setzing or hypoth- 
ecary Creditor, betng read; 

The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
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Committee, composed of Mr. Poultot, The Honorable Mr. Chauveau, Mr. Soltcttor 
General Ross, The Honorable Mr. Chabot, Mr. Antotne Atmé Dorton, Mr. Loranger, 
and Mr. Turcotte, to report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to 
send for persons, papers, and records. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill for the preventton 
of Intemperance in this Province, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


DR. POULIN moved the House into committee on the Bill to incorporate the 
College of Monnoir.!6 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) said the same objection existed to this bill, 
as had been raised to that incorporating the Masson College. He objected 
entirely to the principle of allowing such corporations to hold real estate, and 
at the proper time would record his vote against it.l/ 


MR. MACKENZIE offered a few remarks on the neglect of many similar corpora- 
GuOnce LOMSeNOM ine reruinis Of therstate of thedm dicaurssdas required by stherr 
Acts. 18 
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The House, according to Order, resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill 
to incorporate the College of Monnotr; and after some time spent theretn, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; and Mr. Casault reported, That the Committee had 
gone through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 

Mr. Casault reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendments were read, and 
agreed to. 19 

Ordered, That the Bill be read the third time To-morrow. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to ascertain and 
determine the power of the Trustees of the Quebec Turnptke Roads, and for other 
purposes, betng read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday the etghth day of 
March next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to incorporate the 
Corresponding Committee at Montreal of the Colonial Chureh and School Soctety, 
being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


The Order of the day for taking into consideration the Report of the Select 
Committee appointed to enquire tnto and report upon the means of publishing and 
obtaining a correct and impartial Report of the Debates of thts House, betng 
read; 

Ordered, That the said Order of the day be postponed until Tuesday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to legalize certain 
transactions and to alter the tenure of Indtan Lands tn the Townshtp of Durham, 
being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


MR. FELTON moved that the House should go into committee on the Bill for 
preventing the traffic in Liquor.29 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND suggested that, as the House was still thin, and the 
bill an important one, the order should be postponed till to-morrow fort- 
night,2! [OR] huit jours, 22 till more of the Upper Canada Members were 
present. 


MR. FELTON dit qu'il regrette de ne pouvoir se rendre a la proposition de 
M. Drummond, parce que cette mesure est depuis si longtems devant le public, 
qu'il faut enfin en finir.24 He thought they should go into committee now, and 
leave the third reading for a full house.2? 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON hoped the honourable mover would be induced to 
postpone the ... been made on the Bill by the Temperance Committee, and he would 
like more time to be given to members to consider them.26 [Il] soutient la 
proposition de M. Drummond, parce qu'il ne connait pas les détails de ce bill, 
et qu'il faut que l'exécutif en prenne connaissance.@/ 


MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS also urged a postponement of the order. 28 


MR. FELTON persisted in pressing it, and said the amended bill had been 
printed and in the hands of members for the last three months, surely ample time 
for all to consider its provisions.2? 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE said the second reading of the Bill had been carried 
by 97 to 5, the largest vote given this session, and showing (sic) an over= 
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whelming majority in favour of the principle of the Bill. (Hear, hear) After 
the expediency of adopting a Prohibitory Liquor Law had been so strongly af- 
firmed by this House, he could not understand why his hon. colleagues should ask 
further delay. He trusted that hon. members who had voted for the second 
reading would now be found faithful to their obligations.29 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--Don't you wish you may get it?3! 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE said he did hope that both the honorable Attorney- 
General and the honorable Premier would vote for the Order of the Day being 
proceeded with. If the present bill did not quite come up to their ideas, let 
them put forth their influence and substitute a more stringent measure. (Hear, 
hear, and laughter.)32 


DR. CLARKE, as one of the majority of the 97, said he had not intended by 
voting for the second reading to pledge himself to the principle of the bil1.33 


MR eR Eo. EX. COUNS MACNABY dented that the principle of the bill was ai— 
firmed in the vote taken before the adjournment.24 [He] said his hon. friend, 
the Postmaster-General knew very well that according to the rules of this House, 
a bill could not be referred till it had been read a second time, and, if his 
recollection served him rightly, the reason why so large a vote was given for 
the second reading was?” not as affirming the principle of the bill, 36 [but] to 
allow the bill to be referred to a committee. He would not like it to be 
understood that there had been a vote of 9/7 to 5 in favour of the bill as it now 
stood, and he hoped the gentleman in charge of it would not proceed with the 
order in the circumstances of the case.?/ 


(600) 
The Order of the day for the House in Commtttee on the Btll to prevent the 
traffie tn Alcoholte and Intoxteating Liquors, being read; 
And the Questton betng put, That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair; the 
House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as 
follow: -- 


(600-601) 
YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Blanchet, Bourassa, Brodeur, 


Bureau, Chapats, Church, Cooke, Cook, Crawford, Detong, DeWitt, Dtonne, 
Jean B.E. Dorion, Antotne A. Dorton, Dostaler, Dufresne, Felton, Octave C. 














Fortter, Frazer, Gill, Gould, Hartman, Jackson, Jobin, John S. Macdonald, 











Powell, Prévost, Rolph, Scatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor General Smtth, Somerville, 
Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, Taché, Valois, Wilson, and Wright.--(51.) 








NAYS. 
Messieurs Alleyn, Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chauveau, Clarke, Attorney Gen- 


eral Drummond, Foley, Fournier, Laberge, Lemieux, Attorney General Macdonald, 
Sir A.N. MacNab, Angus Morrison, Robinson, Solicitor General Ross, Thibaudeau, 
and Turcotte.--(18.) 

So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 38 








MR. MACKENZIE moved that, as the honorable member for Prince Edward 
(Mr. Stevenson) was asleep while the vote was being taken, the resolution be 
read to him, and permission given to him to vote. (Laughter.)2? 


1915 


The name of Mr. Stevenson ... [was] added to the Yeas49, 
The House then went into Committee on the bill4!, 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH suggested that, after this should be adopted, the 
committee should rise. He had voted for going into committee, because he was a 
sincere supporter of the bill, and wished to see the orders of the House carried 
out42, It was proper that the House should take up the orders as they came 
before it. But the Bill, as it now stood, was so framed, that it could not be 
acceptable even to the friends of Prohibition.43 There were many clauses which 
the House he was sure would not pass44, He, therefore, asked the House, having 
given its assent to the principle by assenting to the first clause of the Bill, 
to postpone its further consideration®>, till more members arrived.46 


MR. FELTON consented to this arrangement, desiring only to have a good law 
with the principle of prohibition in it. 


MR. TURCOTTE.--Je dis et je maintiens que vous voulez faire une loi de 
tempérance qui ne réussira jamais, car malgré toutes vos lois, vous n'établirez 
pas la tempérance. Vous réussirez tout au plus a donner envie de boire a ceux 
qui n'y pensent pas. Vous voulez passer une loi qui n'atteindra que les 
pauvres, tandis que les riches continueront a boire leur champagne et leurs vins 
de prix. Il faut aussi que le peuple ait son petit coup d'appétit le matin. Je 
crois qu'il y a des membres de cette Chambre qui prendront leur vin, tandis que 
leurs électeurs en seront privés.48 He had seen the hon. member for Haldimand 
(Mr. Mackenzie) in such a state, that he required support to enable him to walk 
straight.49 Je suis en faveur de la tempérance, mais 11 faut qu'elle soit 
établie par la persuasion morale, et non de force. Si vous défendez par une loi 
L'usage des boissons enivrantes, vous verrez que cela aura l'effet d'augmenter 
le gotit de la boisson parmi le peuple. On sait que la premiére femme a mangé de 
la pomme parce qu'elle était défendue; si elle ne l'efit pas été, elle n'y eit 
jamais pensé. Votre loi aura le méme effet et produira plutét l'ivrognerie que 
la tempérance. 2 


MR. MACKENZIE assured the honorable gentleman that he was quite mistaken as 
to the facts of the case. On the occasion referred to, it was the late hon. 
Commissioner of Public Works who required assistance in the way mentioned, and 
he (Mr. Mackenzie) had lent him his arm. He was opposed, however, to any such 
personalities being introduced in this House.-! If the Public Works Commis- 
sioner did want support, there was no reason members should tell of it.?? 
[He] complained of a gentleman who could talk French so fluently, retailing 
scandal about gentlemen taking a horn in private. (laughter.)°3 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--But people ought not to obtain credit with the 
country for being temperance men while they were really acting themselves in a 
different capacity, especially as more consistent persons were constantly 
depreciated. 4 


MR. LARWILL conceived the House degraded itself by imitating Yankee legisla- 
tion, and especially by individual members affecting to be different from what 
they were.>- People generally throughout the province could not imagine for a 
moment that the gentleman who had introduced this bill drank wine himself. Yet 
he had drunk it frequently and abundantly in his (Mr. Larwill's) presence. 
(Laughter.) But because he introduced a bill of this sort the impression went 
abroad that the hon. member for Sherbrooke county must surely be a great philan- 
thropist.2© He despised the hypocrisy which would permit a man, who, while 
enjoying himself such luxuries as this bill went to prohibit, came forward to 
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lay down rules as to what other people should eat and drink.-’ If liquor were 
really so evil a thing, why was there an exception in the bill in favor of its 
use for the holiest of purposes. Could the vilest thing be the element of the 
most holy observance?28 The bill was altogether anti-British, and the great 
mass of the people were opposed to it.--They would quite lose their character in 
England if they passed such a stupid bill as this to rob each other of their 
rights. It was well known that it could never be carried, and it was only 
brought up to please a parcel of old women and silly children.°? The petitions 
which were brought before this House were a farce. They all knew how such 
petitions were got up.00 It was said that the measure had been largely peti- 
tioned for, but the reason of this was that pretty and amiable girls were always 
selected to carry round the petitions, and it was no wonder that they got a 
parcel of simple men and boys to sign them. They were told that 70,000 of the 
inhabitants had petitioned for it.--But 80,000 of the inhabitants, through the 
most appropriate channel, their township and county councils, had petitioned 
this Parliament to prevent colored immigration, and their petition had received 
no attention. When, however, a set of girls ran round the country villages and 
got a parcel of people who could neither read nor write to sign their names, 
then it was said that the whole province was wanting the measure. The whole 
thing was a humbug from beginning to end.6l 


MR. DUFRESNE in French replied to the arguments of Mr. Turcotte and 
Mr. Larwill.®2 L"'hon. membre pour Kent (M. Larwill) nous dit qu'on ne pourrait 
s'occuper de cette question sans nous dégrader; mais il dit en méme tems que 
c'est le voeu populaire, et nous devons nous en occuper. Je pense bien qu'il 
sera encore fait usage de boissons fortes aprés la passation de ce bill, mais 
lorsqu'il s‘agit de voter une mesure aussi importante, il ne faut pas reculer, 
et nous devons faire notre devoir. La masse du peuple demande une loi comme 
eelle-ci, et il faut de toute nécessité faire une loi pour empécher 1l'intem- 
pérance. Nous ne devons regarder qu'a la morale publique, et cette loi tendra 
efficacement a arréter l'usage des boissons fortes, malgré qu'elle sera 
transgressée. 3 


MR. TURCOTTE said it was now difficult to get a license in the country; but 
that did not stop drinking and it was well known that the very worst drinking 
was that carried on slily with closed doors. He referred to the example of 
Christ, who took wine, and thought he need not be above following that 
example. 64 


The clause was then adopted by a majority of 45 to 2565, 


(601) 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee; and after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Taché reported, 
That the Committee had made some progress, and directed him to move for leave to 
stt again. 

Ordered, That the satd Committee have leave to sit again on Monday the 
twelfth day of March next, and be then the first Order of the day. 





The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, 
rose in his place, and acquainted Mr. Speaker and the House, that His Excellency 
the Governor General will receive this House wtth tts Address of Congratulation, 
To-morrow at four o'clock, P.M., at the Government House. 





Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by 
the Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, 
The House adjourned. 66 


APPENDIX: 27 FEBRUARY 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL FOR UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. ] 


MR. HUOT [donne avis que] jeudi prochain [il fera motion pour un] Bill pour 
établir le suffrage universel dans les élections des membres du parlement 
provincial. ®/ 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO ESTABLISH VOTE BY BALLOT.] 


MR. HUOT [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il fera motion pour un] Bill pour 
établir le vote au scrutin dans les élections des membre[s] pour le parlement 
provincial. 68 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO FACILITATE THE REDEMPTION OF LODS ET 
VENTES IN SHERRINGTON. ] 


MR. BUREAU [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il fera motion pour un] Bill 
pour permettre aux habitants de Babyville, dans le township de Sherrington de se 
racheter de certaines rentes fonciéres dont leurs terres sont grevées.09 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL ON REGISTERS OF BAPTISMS, ETC., IN MONTREAL'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCHES.] 


MR. A. DORION (Montréal) [donne avis que] le 12 mars prochain [il] présen- 
tera un bill pour permettre qu'il soit tenu des registres de baptéme, mariages 
et sépultures dans les différentes églises catholiques de la ville et paroisse 
de Montréal./9 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL ON RIGHTS OF SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES.] 

MR. A. DORION (Montréal) [donne avis que] le 12 mars prochain [il] présen- 
tera un bill pour faire disparaitre tout doute sur le droit des juges de la cour 
supérieure de présider aux enquétes dans les causes appelables pendantes devant 
la cour de circuit./! 

[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR RESOLUTIONS TO ABOLISH CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. ] 

MR. HUOT [donne avis que] jeudi prochain [il] fera motion pour des Résolu- 

tions pour abolir des exécutions capitales dans la province du Canada. /2 
[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR SECOND READING OF LOWER CANADA MUNICIPAL BILL.] 

MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND annonce que son bill municipal sera lu pour la seconde 
fois mardi prochain’>, 

[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: AMENDMENTS TO SEIGNIORIAL TENURE BILL.|] 


MR. JOBIN [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il] demandera au gouvernement 
si c'est son intention d'introduire durant la présente session des amendements 
au bill seigneurial, et si c'est son intention, quels sont ces amendements./4 
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MR. SPEAKER laid before the House, Statement respecting the Jesutts' 
Estates, to the 31st January, 1855, furnished pursuant to the directions of the 
DW ween bb Vie. com. 16a. 

For the said Statement, see Appendix (V.) 


The Sergeant-at-Arms attending this House, informed the House, that he had 
taken Willtam Frederick Powell, Esquire, tnto his custody. 

Whereupon Mr. Terrill acquainted the House, that he was desired by 
Mr. Powell to state, That his absence from the Select Committee on the Montmagny 
Electton Petition on Monday the twenty-stxth instant, occurred from his being 
unaware of the Committee having adjourned to a day so tmmedtiately following the 
re-assembling of Parltament; and the same having been verified upon Oath by 
Mr. Powell; 

Ordered, That William Frederick Powell, Esqutre, be dtscharged out of 
custody. 


The following Petitions were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 
By Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dortion,--The Petitton of L.E. Dubord and others, 
Censttatres, of the Parish of Champlain, County of Champlatn; and the Petitton 
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of the Reverend David Dunkerly and others, of Durham, County of Drummond. 

By Mr. Patrick,--The Petition of Samuel Gemmtill and others, of Augusta, 
County of Grenville; and the Petittton of Francis Seott and others, of Central 
Augusta. 

By Mr, Terrill,--The Petitton of Wilder Pierce and others, Directors of the 
Stanstead Seminary; and the Petition of the Reverend Abiel Moulton and others, 
of the Township of Stanstead, County of Stanstead. 

By the Honorable Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of P.L. Giroux and others, of 
the County of Quebec; and the Petition of the Municipal Council of the County of 
Quebec. 

By Mr. Masson,--The Petition of John Stephens and others, Electors of the 
County of Argenteuil. i ee 

By Mr. Holton,--The Petition of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of 
Montreal, President of the Committee of the Nattonal School Soctety; and the 
Petition of J.G. Glennon and others, Merchants and Traders of the City of 
Montreal, Sine 

By Mr. Mackenzie,--The Petition of James Marshall, of Youngstown; the Pett- 
tion of John Montgomery, of the City of Toronto, Innkeeper; and the Petition of 
G. Arundel Hill, of Dummer. 

By Mr. Fournier,--The Petition of B. Poultot and others, of the Parish of 
L'Isltet, County of L'Islet; and the Petition of the Reverend F.X. Delage and 
others, of the Parish of L'Islet. 7 

By Mr. Cooke,--The Petition of John A. Cameron and others, of the Township 
of Lochaber, County of Ottawa. aie 

By Mr. Guévremont,--The Petition of E.W. Carter and others, of the Borough 
of William Henry. 4 

















Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read: -- 
Of Thomas Parke and others, Shipowners, Forwarders, and Merchants; praytng 
for the construction of double Locks on the Welland Canal. 
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Of the Town Council of the Town of Woodstock; of the Town Counetl of the 
Town of Perth; of the Town Counctl of the Town of Peterborough; of the Town 
Council of Pteton; of the Town Council of Goderich; and of the Town Council of 
Chatham; praying for certain amendments to the Municipal and Assessment Acts of 
Upper Canada. 

Of the Muntcipal Counetl of the Untted Counttes of York and Peel; praying 
for amendments to the Jury Law of Upper Canada, and the passing of a Prohi[bt]- 
tory Liquor Law. 

Of Hotland Landing Division, Wo. 107, of the Order of the Sons of Temper- 
ance; of Andrew Ralston and others, of the Township of Augusta; of Stewart 
Herron and others, of the Township of Augusta; of John L. Wood and others, of 
the Township of Augusta; of the Municipal Council of the United Counties of 
Lanark and Renfrew; and of the Muntctpal Counetl of the County of Elgin; praying 
for the passing of a Prohtbitory Liquor Law. 

Of Jacob Hespeler and others, of the Village of Preston, County of Waterloo; 
praying that Jacob Hespeler may be authortzed to construct a dam or breakwater 
on the Grand River, at or near the satd Village of Preston. 

Of William Armstrong, Clerk of the Peace of the County of Grey; praying for 
an annual Salary in lieu of Fees. 

Of Michel Allard and others, of the County of Yamaska; praying for certain 
amendments to the Seigntorial Act of 1854. 

Of the Hamilton Mercanttle Ltbrary Assoetatton; praying for aid. 

Of the Reverend Robert R. Burrage; praying indemnity for certain losses sus- 
tained by him in behalf of education in the City of Quebec. 

Of the Municipal Counectl of the County of Rimouskt, No. 1; praying that the 
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Bill to reform the Muntctpal system of Lower Canada, and to establish County, 
Parish, and Townshtp Muntctpaltttes therein, may not become Law. 

Of the Reverend C. Dufour’ and other|s|, of St. Zotique, Distrier.o7; 
Montreal; praying aid for the continuation of a wharf or pier. 

Of Stmeon Ashley and others, of the Townshtp of Huntingdon; praying atd for 
Roads and Bridges. 

Of D. Macfarlane and others, of the Township of Elgin; praying certain 
amendments to the Municipal Law of Lower Canada. 

Of the North Shore Ratlroad Company; praying that the Provincial guarantee 
may be extended to the satd Railroad, or that an atd may be granted to enable 
them to construct the same. 

Of William Anderson, Chatrman, and Robert Middlemtss, Secretary, on behalf 
of the Sehool Commissioners of the Muntcetpality of Hinchinbrooke, County 
of Huntingdon; praying for an increase of the Government Grant to Elementary 
Schools. 

Of the Reverend P. Bédard and others, of the Counttes of Napterville and 
Laprairte; complaining that they have suffered great injustice from the amalga- 
matton of the Montreal and New York and Champlain and St. Lawrence Rattlroads, 
whereby the operations of the former Ratlroad have ceased altogether, to the 
most sertous injury of the public; and praying that the House will not give a 
legal sanetton to the satd amalgamatton. 

Of W. McKay and others, of Sherrington, latterly Babyville, setting forth; 
that they hold their lands on certain conditions from the Estate of the late 
Honorable Frangots Baby, whteh they were unable to comply with, owing to the 
many co-heirs to the Estate, and the absence of one authorized agent into whose 
hands they could pay thetr rents; and praying for a Law to empower them to 
Liquidate the capital of the said rent, calculated on the legal interest of six 
per cent. 
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atd to enlarge the satd College. 

Of the Munictpal Council of the United Counties of Lanark and Renfrew; pray- 
ing for the revtston of the Statutes. 

Of the Munictpal Council of the United Counties of Lanark and Renfrew; pray- 
tng for certain amendments to the Jury Law of Upper Canada. 

Of F. MacDonnell, Esqutre, and others, Members of the Committee of the 
Eye and Ear Instttutton, and others, of Montreal; praying aid for the said 
Institution. 

Of Ovide Le Blanc, Esquire, and others, Members of the Benevolent Society of 
Notre Dame de Bonsecours, of Montreal; praying for an Act of Incorporation. 

Of the Municipal Council of the County of Elgin; praying that the Bill to 
amend the Charter of the Port Burwell Harbour may become a law. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the County of Elgin; praying for certain amend- 
ments to the Muntctpal Loan Fund Act of Upper Canada. 




















On motton of Mr. Felton, seconded by Mr. Soltettor General Smith, 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the receiving of the Petition of 
Charles Benedict and others, Electors of the County of Argenteutl, and the Pett- 
tion of Lemuel Cushing, Esqutre, Merchant, of the Townshtp of Chatham, County of 
Argenteutl, be postponed until Wednesday next. 


MR. FELTON moved the postponement of their reception, as they had not been 
presented in time. He cited an English precedent to show that the delay pre- 
scribed by statute having elapsed during the vacation, those petitions should 
have been presented on the first day of the reassembling of Parliament.! 
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At the hour appotnted, Mr. Speaker and the House attended upon Hts Excel- 
leney the Governor General, with thetr Address of Congratulation. 
And being returned; Mr. Speaker reported, That the House had attended upon 
His Excellency wtth thetr Address of Congratulatton, to which His Excellency was 
pleased to make the following Answer:-- 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly. 


(604) 
I thank you very stneerely for the Address of Congratulation which you have 
just presented to me, and I receive with much pleasure the renewed assurance of 
your attachment to Her Majesty's Person and Government. 


Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend P. Bédard and others, of the 
Counties of Napierville and Laprairie, be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Ratlroads, Canals and Telegraph Lines. 

Ordered, That the said Petitton be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


On motion of Mr. Fergusson, seconded by Mr. Clarke, 

Ordered, That the Select Commtttee on the Quebec Election Pettittons have 
leave to adjourn till Tuesday the thirteenth day of March next, at Ten o'clock 
tn the forenoon. 


Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petttion complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Montmagny, informed the House, That James Ross and John P. Crysler, 
Esqutres, Members of the Committee, were not present within one hour after the 
time appointed for the meeting of the said Committee this day. 
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Ordered, That the Petition of the Town Council of the Town of Woodstock; the 
Petition of the Town Council of the Town of Perth; the Petition of the Town 
Counetl of Peterborough; the Petition of the Town Counetl of Pteton; the Pett- 
tion of the Town Council of Goderich; and the Petitton of the Town Counctl of 
Chatham, be referred to the Select Committee to which was referred the Petttton 
of the Town Counetl of Brockville. 





Ordered, That the Petittton of the Muntetpal Council of the United Counttes 
of York and Peel, and the Return from the Toronto Gaol accompanying the satd 
Petition, be referred to the Select Committee on Temperance. 





On motton of the Honorable John Sandfield Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, for a Copy of the Report made by Mr. Jarvis, the Engineer employed to 
survey the proposed Caughnawaga Canal from the St. Lawrence to the River 
St. John's, together with the account of the cost and expenses attending such 
survey as submitted by the said Engineer. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Council of this Province. 








On motion of honourable MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry), 
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Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, for coptes of all memortals and letters addressed to the Government 
before and since the etghtee[n]th of December last, by the Clergy of the 
Churches of England, Scotland, and Rome, and by the British Wesleyan Methodist 
Chureh, for Indian Mtsstons in this Province, and the Bodies representing the 
same respectively, or any or etther of them, tneluding any Schedule or List of 
the names of the Sttpendtartes cla[t]ming a right to stipends or allowances, or 
to a Commutation of the same under the terms of the Act passed on the etghteenth 
of December last, intttuled, "An Act to make better provision for the appropria- 
tion of money arising from the Lands heretofore known as the Clergy Reserves, by 
rendering them available for Municipal purposes," together with the replies of 
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the Government thereto, tneluding copies of any Orders of Council touching such 
Commutatton. 
Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 





On motion of MR. ROBINSON, an address was ordered for a copy of the report 
of A.C. Buchanan, Esq., on the subject of Emigration; also, for despatches or 
other correspondence between her Majesty's Imperial Government and the Govern- 
ment of this Province on the subject of withdrawing the troops from Canada, and 
providing for the defence of the Province for the future; and also a copy of the 
report of the Commissioners on the subject of the militia and the defence of the 
Province.4 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said that all such despatches had already been 
laid before the House, and laid the report of the Commissioners on the table.° 
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On motton of the Honorable Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Crawford, 
Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
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General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to lay before this House, a 
copy of the Report of A.C. Buchanan, Esquire, on the subject of Emigration. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he wtll be pleased to cause to be laid before this House, 
coptes of any Despatches or other Correspondence between Her Majesty's Impertal 
Government and the Government of this Province, on the subject of wtthdrawting 
the Troops from Canada and providing for the defence of the Province for the 
future, and also a copy of the Report of the Commisstoners on the subject of the 
Milttta, and defence of the Province. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 


The Honorable Sir Allan WN. MacNab, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, 
presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor General,--Report of the 
Commisstoners appointed to tinvesttgate and report upon the best means of re- 
organtztng the Militia of Canada, and upon an improved system of Police. 

For the satd Report, see Appendix (X.X.) 

Ordered, That five hundred copies of the said Report be printed in each of 
the English and French Languages for the use of the Members of this House. 





It being now six o'clock, MR. HINCKS moved that the House do adjourn till 
to-morrow. © 


MR. POULIOT urged strongly that the House should meet again in the evening, 
and proceed with business./ 


MR. HINCKS explained that the reason for the short sittings at the commence- 
ment of this second portion of the session, was that members were not ready with 
business to take up.8 


(605) 
The Honorable Mr. Hineks moved, seconded by Mr. Atkins, and the Questton 
being put, That thts House do now adjourn; the House divided: and the names 
being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


VAS. 

Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Bellingham, Blanchet, Brodeur, Cayley, Church, 
Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Delong, DeWitt, Dionne, Attorney General Drummond, Felton, 
Thomas Fortier, Octave C. Fortier, Frazer, Gould, Htneks, Lemieux, Macbeth, 
Attorney General Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, Sir A.N. MacNab, MeCann, 
McKerlie, Matheson, Angus Morrison, Munro, O'Farrell, Rhodes, Robinson, Solict- 


tor General Ross, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Southwick, Spence, 
Terrill, and Turcotte.--(41.) 


(605-606) 














NAYS. 
Messtieurs Bell, Bureau, Casault, Chapats, Chauveau, Jean B. Daoust, 
Jean B.E. Dorion, Dostaler, Dufresne, Foley, Fournier, Galt, Gill, Guévremont, 
Hartman, Holton, Huot, Jackson, Labelle, Laberge, Laporte, Lumsden, John §S. 











So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 
And the House adjourned accordingly. 


APPENDIX: 28 FEBRUARY 1855. 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: COMMON SCHOOLS. ] 


MR. J. DORION (Drummond et Arthabaska) [donne avis que] vendredi pro- 
chain [il demandera] si c'est l'intention du ministére d'augmenter l'aide 
provinciale pour le soutien des écoles communes pour l'année 1855, et si c'est 
le cas, dans quelle proportion? 1l9 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: PUBLIC EDUCATION. ] 


MR. LABERGE [donne avis que] vendredi prochain [il] demandera au gouverne- 
ment, si c'est son intention de proposer, durant cette session, une nouvelle 
loi, sur l'instruction publique et une augmentation de la subvention accordée 


5 


jusqu'a présent?!! 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. | 


MR. LABERGE [donne avis que] vendredi prochain [il] demandera au ministére, 
si c'est son intention de proposer une mesure, soit pour rendre les juges de 
paix électifs, directement par le’ peuples mmisoitypour pourvorr 2 celqu ils 
soient nommés par le gouvernement, seulement sur pétition des électeurs de 


chaque localité a cet effet.12 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS IN THE HOUSE. |] 


MR. PATRICK then moved the following resolution:--"That the sale of spirit- 
uous liquors be disallowed on the premises occupied by this branch of the 
Legislature."13 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER said that at present the refreshment rooms were shut 
up, and no liquors sold. Perhaps therefore the resolution might be considered 
unnecessary. !4 


MR. PATRICK said he was not aware whether liquor was sold now, but it was 
well known that it was sold very abundantly last session on the basement story. 
The House having affirmed the principle of a Prohibitory Liquor Law by so large 
a majority, they should take care not to stultify themselves in the eyes of the 
public, who looked to them for practice as well as precept.--Being one of the 
committee of three appointed by the House to make arrangements as to the 
refreshment room, he had thought it necessary to bring forward this motion, that 
they might know how to act in regard to the continuing or discontinuing the sale 
of spirituous liquors!9; but the public naturally were of opinion that the votes 
were buncombe so long as the scenes which sometimes took place were continued. !6 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB hoped the motion would be withdrawn. It would be 
a very unseemly thing that it should appear on the journals of the House.!’ La 
Chambre aura l'air d'étre une auberge dont les membres ont besoin de se modérer 
par une loi expresse.18 The mover, and the honorable member for North York 
(Mr. Hartman), as members of the committee referred to, had the control of the 
Spake their own hands, and did not require a darect resolution of the 
House. 


MR. PATRICK having expressed his willingness to withdraw the motion, 29 


MR. HARTMAN objected. It might be unseemly for such a resolution to appear 
on the journals of the House, but other things might be more so2l, It was more 
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unseemly that the conduct of members, during the first part of the session, had 
been such as to necessitate such a resolution as the present.22 This House had 
ageclaned by a large, majority, twice over, that the traffic in intoxicating 
drinks tended to demoralize the people and ought to be suppressed. If that was 
the case, why should they not begin at home in carrying out the principle? The 
thing was talked of not only here but throughout the country, and it was alleged 
that surely the Canadian Legislature could not be sincere in legislating with a 
view to prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating drinks, while it was tolerated 
ii wune Very pLeEcincts (OL thelr own hall. IMe cite (ENS) Tealyylohe eG) joietoylmulloniie alae 
throughout the country, they should begin by prohibiting it on their own prem- 
ises. He hoped the motion, therefore, would not be withdrawn.23 


MR. ROBINSON.--M. l'Orateur nous a dit hier qu'il avait décidé que la 
buvette serait fermée; ainsi je pense qu'il est inutile d'en parler aujourd'hui, 
d'autant plus qu'il y a un comité qui doit veiller a cette affaire.24 If the 
motion was pressed he hoped the House would show their sense of its impropriety 


by voting it down.2° 


MR. HOLTON said it was proper that the House should offer such an expression 
of opinion as would indicate to the refreshment committee how they should act.26 
[He] suggested that if there would be any unseemliness in such a resolution 
appearing on their records, it could easily be avoided by an understanding being 
come to that the committee should have power to exclude liquor from the prem- 
ises.2’ J'insisterai sur la mise aux voix de la motion.28 


MR. DUFRESNE [spoke] ... in favor of the motion2?. 


MR. LABERGE.--Cette proposition, quoique secondaire, est amenée devant la 
Chambre par certains membres qui cherchent a faire compromettre d'autres 
membres, mais pour ma part je ne crains pas de voter contre la motion. Tant que 
la loi du pays sera telle qu'elle est aujourd'hui, je ne vois pas pourquoi nous 
n'en aurions pas le bénéfice. On ne peut pas dire que la Chambre s'est pronon- 
cée en faveur d'une loi prohibitive, et nous n'avons pas non plus l'opinion du 
pays. Je dirai plus tard mon opinion sur cette loi, mais pour le moment je dois 
dire que la majorité ne peut pas forcer la minorité a étre tempérante malgré 
elle, et que par conséquent la Chambre doit rejeter cette motion.29 


MR. POWELL said that there was no better proof that the whole proceedings 
connected with this measure, including the large majority of 97 to 5 for the 
second reading, were “bunkum," than the introduction of this motion. The hon. 
members for North York and Leeds (sic) (Messrs. Hartman and Patrick) had been 
authorized by the House to arrange the system under which the refreshment room 
should be conducted, and had full power, therefore, to exclude liquors if they 
chose. It did not satisfy them, however, that the thing should be quietly done 
away with, but they must needs parade their temperance zeal before the public by 
bringing in this motion.>! The member for North York had stated that the public 
did not believe that the majority of members were sincere in voting for a 
Prohibitory Liquor Bill when they continued to allow drink to be sold within the 
walls of the House. He believed that the public were justified in that opin- 
ion.22 It would be discreditable to this the highest body in the land to pass 
such a resolution, which virtually said, that they were unable to place a proper 
restraint on their own appetites. When the Liquor Law was formerly under dis- 
cussion, he was one of the minority of five who voted against its second read- 
ing, but its principle having been then affirmed, he was one of the majority who 
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voted yesterday for its going into committee of the whole. That majority, 
however, would not have been so large, had not some of the members believed that 
the bill would be burked in the Upper House, as he hoped it would be, if it was 
not effectually finished in this. 


MR, HINCKS denied that the vote on the Maine Law was a bumcombe (sic) one.>4 
He considered that that vote was perfectly justifiable.35 LHe |. .aseone, of sthe 
majority of 97 for the second reading, denied that the vote affirmed the prin- 
ciple of the bill, which it was well known that he for one was strongly opposed 
to.26 No one could deny that there was a very strong public opinion, in the 
country, in favor of such a measure. And, such being the case, he thought that 
even those who disapproved of the principle of the bill were perfectly consis-— 
tent in giving such a vote as would allow the bill to come before a committee, 
in order that the measure might receive full consideration.37’ It was but natu- 
ral, therefore, that this bill, which was introduced about the same time, should 
be referred to the same committee, although even the friends of the measure, as 
the honorable member for Lambton (Mr. Brown) declared that this particular bill 
was stamped with absurdity. The bill could not be referred till it was read a 
second time, and the result of throwing out the bill would have been to have got 
rid of the subject at once and altogether, which would not have been treating 
fairly and courteously the large number of persons who had petitioned for a 
Prohibitory Law. This was the reason for the large majority that had been 
alluded to.38 On the occasion when the Fisheries Bill came before the House of 
Lords, Lord Derby voted for the second reading of that measure precisely on the 
grounds on which he (Mr. Hincks) had given his assent to the second reading of 
this measure. As to his views on the subject of what is called a Maine Law, 
they were well known.2? He (Mir. He) swasmcatusmiecd that. to) Carry solute ca elawe lune 
the Maine Law was utterly impracticable. He had been in the State of Maine a 
few weeks ago, and had seen quite enough to convince him that the whole thing 
was an absurdity. And so satisfied were the promoters of the law, even in 
Maine, that it was inoperative, that he understood they were now proposing to 
bring in another law which would actually make it a crime, punishable by being 
sent to the State Prison, not to sell spirituous liquors, but for one gentleman 
in his own house to offer a glass of wine to a friend. If they once commenced 
to interfere with the natural rights of the people, it would be a very difficult 
thing to know where to stop.49 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE, notwithstanding the remarks which had fallen from 
Mr. Hincks, was still of opinion that to vote for the second reading of the 
bill, was to affirm its principle. He hoped Mr. Patrick's motion would not be 
withdrawn, unless there was a general understanding that what it aimed at would 
be accomplished without passing a formal resolution. Whatever honorable gentle- 
men might think of the indecency of putting such a resolution on the journals, 
there was a greater fear of allowing indecency of a worse description, for he 
did not hesitate to say that there had been scenes in the lower part of this 
House--although he did not assert that members had taken part in them--which 
would be disgraceful to any community.4! Il est important qu'elles ne se renou- 
vellent pas.42 


MR. JACKSON did not think the motion was at all derogatory to the character 
of the House. Its object was simply to prevent the intrusion of strangers who 
were chargeable with the disorderly scenes that had occurred.43 [He] made some 
remarks on the general question of temperance which were inaudible in the 
Reporters' Gallery.44 
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MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB explained that he did not vote for the second 
reading of the prohibitory bill with a view of affirming the principle of 
prohibition. He had before explained that he gave the vote merely to allow the 
bill to go before a Committee.49 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said that, independently (sic) of that vote 
altogether, the proceedings of yesterday had clearly shown that) in the opinion 
of a large majority of this House, such a bill ought to pass. (Hear, hear.) 
He, for one, should do all he could to assist its passage. At the same time, he 
did not think it fair, in advance of the law, to withdraw from honorable members 
constituting the minority, privileges which had always been accorded to this 
House.4® While in favor of a prohibitory liquor bill, [he] would oppose this 
motion. 4/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said he was, from principle, opposed to a prohibitory 
liquor bill, but he should be willing to see the sale of liquors put a stop to 
within the walls of the House. It would be an inconvenience to be deprived of a 
Refreshment Room, but it could be none to dispense with the use of spiritous 
liquors. It might be better, however, if the matter could be regulated without 
putting such a resolution on the journals of the House.48 


MR. MACKENZIE was surprised that the hon. member for Renfrew, knowing how 
large a majority had voted for the bill, and how popular it was with his old 
GOnsiteouleney, whrehneshadwoacked him tup so Honey should still speak of Gevas 
impracticable.4? [He] commended the Government for the manly way in which they 
treated the question of prohibition. If they would act in the same way in other 
questions they would deserve his support. He admired the manly way in which the 
gallant knight stuck to his principles. He admired, too, the way in which the 
ROStuMdstermE Conca SsEOOO MUP LOGehisS, pETnedples jon the wiloor of sehis House=—the 
principles which he had advocated in the country before he came into this House. 
He (Mr. Mackenzie) was strongly in favor of a prohibitory bill. It was demanded 
by the country.29 He (Mr. M.) approved of the motion now before the House. 
There was a gross impropriety in having the representation of the people of 
Upper and Lower Canada founded on a whiskey-shop, where a lot of people kept 
drinking away right under the Speaker's chair. (Hear, hear.)°! But he did 
confess, that when he lately attended a cold-water dinner in honor of the member 
for North York, he did, after the dinner was over, take one small horn down 
StadGs to keep aupehws spirits. (Loud laughter.) 


MR. POULIOT se [prononce] contre la motion, parce qu'elle est inutile, en 
autant qu'il n'y a plus de buvette dans la chambre et que la vente des boissons 
n'a jamais été autorisée, mais seulement tolérée.? 


MR. MARCHILDON supported the motion. 4 


MR. TURCOTTE warmly opposed it, characterizing it as "disgraceful and imper- 
tinent." (Order!) Gentlemen might cry order, but he would repeat the words 
that it was an impertinent motion.2> 


MR. HOLTON called the hon. gentlemen to order for using such language. © 


MR. TURCOTTE said the hon. member did not understand French, and might as 
well keep quiet.°/ 


MR. HINCKS.--The words are not so strong in French as in English. 28 





MR. TURCOTTE proceeded with his remarks against the motion, and urged that 
it should be thrown out.?? 
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MR. PATRICK said he was quite willing to withdraw the motion on the under- 
standing that the Committee would be permitted to exclude intoxicating 
liquors, 69 


Cries of "Yes!" "No! "6l 


MR. TURCOTTE.--Let there be an understanding that members shall be allowed 
to take their grog, when the member for Haldimand (Mr. Mackenzie) makes a six 
hours' speech. (Laughter.)©2 


MR. HOLTON hoped that there would be a clear understanding, before the 
motion was withdrawn, that liquors should be excluded. (lear. Shear) a eApane 
altogether from the question of the Maine Law, on considerations of decency and 
propriety, they should exclude liquor from these premises.©3 [He] said the 
business of the House was on more than one occasion disturbed by the noises in 
the Refreshment Room, and steps should be taken for preventing such scenes from 
occurring again.©4 


MR. YOUNG said he was opposed to a Maine Law, and believed it would be 
utterly impossible to prevent importation. The only effect of the law would be 
to add to drinking the crime of smuggling. Intemperance, he conceived, would be 
better checked to regulate the duties, so as to encourage the importation of 
wines, and discourage that of strong drinks. At present, they took the opposite 
course of charging enormous duties on wines®? of 200 per cent.°© that did not 
intoxicate, while they admitted whiskey at 2d a gallon.©/ He should oppose the 
motion before the House.8 


The resolution was then ... withdrawn. ©9 
[REJECTED PETITION OF ELECTORS AT ST. ANDREW'S COUNTY MEETING RE: 
ELECTIONS. ] 


The petition of the electors at the St. Andrew's county meeting, was 
rejected as conveying a censure on the conduct of an election committee and the 
House of Assembly. /9 


FOOTNOTES: 28 FEBRUARY 1855. 
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newspapers which report this motion, state that the Report by Mr. Jarvis 
was on the proposed Champlain Canal. The Index to the JOURNALS also names 
the proposed canal as the Champlain Canal, and not the Caughnawaga Canal as 
is written on page 604 of the JOURNALS. 
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Both newspapers err here since Mr. Patrick represented the constituency of 
Grenville South. 
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1855, reports: "Mr. Bouliot and Mn Manchiidon supported thermorions 
Mr. Pouliot's comment in LE PAYS, 3 March 1855, was inserted in) the Feaxt 
with the assumption that the French newspaper is most likely to report the 
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THURSDAY, 1 MARCH 1855. 


(606) 
MR. Speaker latd before the llouse the Accounts of the Trinity llouse of 
Quebec for the year ending 5Ilst December, 1864. 
For the said Accounts, see Appendix (X.) 


The following Pettttons were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Chtsholm,--The Petition of Aaron Oliphant and others, of the Counties 
of Halton, Peel, and York; the Petition of Thompson Smith and others, of the 
Counttes of Halton, Peel, and York; the Petttton of Alexander Brown and others, 
of the Township of Esquesing, County of Halton; and the Petition of the Munici- 
paltty of the Village of Caledonia. 

By Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorton,--The Petition of S.J. LeBlane, of La Bate 
du Febvre, Teacher. ria be 
By Mr. Turcotte,--The Petition of Antoine Guay, of the Parish of Malbate, 
Yeoman; the Petition of Louts Lavote, of the Parish of Les Eboulements, Notary; 
and “tne Perrrion of Jonn Mclaren, of the Partsn of St. Fidéle, County of 
Saguenay. ae 

By Mr. Fergusson,--The Petition of Alfred A. Baker and others, Clerks of the 
Division Courts in the County of Wellington. 

By Mr. Somerville,--The Petttton of Sidney W. Gillett, of the Town of 
Constable, State of New York, Merchant. - 

By Mr. Fournier,--The Petition of the Reverend T.H. Delage and others, 
School Commisstoners, and others, of the Municipality of the Parish of L'Islet. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cauchon,--The Petttton of the Reverend Antoine Gosselin 
and others, of the Island of Orleans and other places. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron,--The Petttton of Thomas Williams, Trustee, and 
others, Members of the First Colored Calvinist Baptist Church of Toronto. 

By Mr. Ferres,=-The-Petttion of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of 
Montreal and others, Trustees of the Dtocesan School at St. John's, Lower 
Canada. i 

By the Honorable Mr. Young,--The Petition of Jacques Viger, Esqutre, Presi- 
dent and the Very Reverend A.F. Truteau, Secretary, on behalf of the Association 
of the School of St. Jacques, Montreal. 
































Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read: -- 

Of Thomas Coates and others, of the Township of Edwardsburgh; of David S. 
Steele and others, of the Township of Augusta; and of the Municipality of the 
Townshtp of Stamford; praying for the passing of a Prohibittory Liquor Law. 

Of J.-H. Pope and others, of the Township of Eaton, District of St. Francis; 
praying for an aid in behalf of the High School at Cookshtre, in the said 
Townshtp. 

Of the Reverend Jean Baptiste St. Germain, of the Parish of St. Laurent, 


(607) 

Island of Montreal; praying for an aid in behalf of La Communauté des Soeurs de 
Ste. Croix tn the satd Parish. oan ae “ 
Of the Reverend Jean Baptiste St. Germain, of the Parish of St. Laurent, 
Island of Montreal; praying for an aid in behalf of L'Académie Industrielle in 
the satd Partsh. 

Of Thomas Davts and others, of the Township of Dudswell, in the District of 
St. Francis; praying for an aid to make a Road from the Town Line of Dudswell to 
the Town of Sherbrooke, for a Bridge across the St. Franets River, and also for 
a Registry Office in the said Township. a 
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Of E. Short, Esqutre, and others, of the Town of Sherbrooke and vteinity; 
praying for an Act of Incorporation for the Literary Institute of Sherbrooke, 
and also for an atd to complete the said Institutton. 

Of H. Hall and others, of Dudswell and other Townships, County of Wolfe, 
District of St. Francis; praying for the passing of an Act to establish a new 
Cireutt in the District of St. Francis, under the name of "The Wolfe Cireutt." 

Of Edouard Tremblay, Notary, residing in the Parish of St. Ettenne dite 
(sic) de La Malbate, in the County of Saguenay, and in the District of Quebec; 
setting forth: That by a Resolution of the House of Assembly, dated the 29th 
November last, the Petttioner was required and ctted to appear at the Bar of the 
House on Thursday the 1st March then next ensuing, to answer for his conduct as 
Deputy Returning Officer for the satd Parish of St. Ettenne dite (sic) de La 
Malbaie at the last Election, save one, for the said County of Saguenay: That 
[the] Pettttoner found himself obliged to allow all votes to be received by hts 
Poll-Clerk, as they were given at the Poll, except those which were objected to 
by the Candidate, Mr. Langlois, for the following reasons: 1. Because he knew 
wtth certainty that the electors of the satd Partsh were under the tmpresston 
that Mr. Huot, the Candidate whom they supported, was sure of a majortty of 
legal votes over Mr. Langlots, the oppostte Candidate, to secure his procla- 
matton as Member of Parltament, tf, as they said, his election was not sur- 
reptittously stolen from him by fraudulent voting on the part of Mr. Langlots' 
partizans, who were the same tnditviduals that had supported Dr. Laterrtére at 
hts last election, at whitch he was opposed by the Parish of La Malbate, and 
others, bringing forward the late Dr. Harvey as a Candidate, and who then voted 
legally, as wtll be proved by the Poll-books of La Malbaie and other Partshes, 
which supported Dr. Harvey; but that the partizans of Dr. Laterriére (the 
Malbayans always maintain) had taken possesston of most of the Polls in the 
present County of Chicoutimi, and of that of Les Eboul[elments, and given a 
considerable number of fraudulent votes, so that instead of several hundred 
votes whtch the Malbayans expected as a legal majority in favor of thetr Candt- 
date Harvey, at his proclamation, to thetr great surprize, Dr. Laterrtére was 
elected by a still larger majority of votes legally taken than that by which 
they the Malbayans expected the late Dr. Harvey to be elected, and that there- 
fore they were firmly and resolutely determined, as they declared, not to allow 
themselves to be so cheated again out of the election of their Candidate: 
2. That about half-past one in the afternoon on the first day of the Poll, the 
satd electors of La Malbaie having understood by a letter, that the people of 
Les Eboulle|ments had driven off the Candidate Huot or his Agent, and had taken 
possession of the Poll, became very angry, and Mr. Langlois forthwith offered 
to leave the Poll, and retired: 3. That from that moment, Mr. Huot's Agent 
repeatedly inttmated to the Petitioner that he was not competent himself to make 
any objection, and had no right to make any; that, according to the tenor of the 
Law of 1849, all objections to the voters and requisitions must be made by the 
Candidate, or his Agent in person, and not otherwise, under a penalty of Ten 
pounds for each voter objected to or sworn by the Deputy Returning Officer, in 
cases where no objection was previously made to voters by the Candidate or his 
Agent: 4. That the Pettttoner thus finding his hands tted, on the one hand, by 
the law, which unfortunately did not then allow the Deputy Returning Officer to 
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object or administer the oath of himself to the voters, (the same being defec- 
tive in that parttecular, inasmuch as the House has supplied the defictency, no 
doubt for sufficient reasons, by a special amended Act on that very subject in 
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the month of December last,) and, on the other hand, by the resolute determina- 
tion of the Electors of La Malbate, there present at the Poll, who were unant- 
mous, not to allow themselves, as they satd, to be cheated out of their election 
by the others; the Petitioner was under the firm persuaston, as he still ts, 
that no single individual on earth could then have prevented them from acting 
as they were inelined to act: wherefore the Petittoner was, of necessity, 
compelled to allow all votes to be recetved by hts Clerk, although wtth the 
greatest repugnance, and against his own free-wtll, and although he had himself, 
at the opening of the Poll, well and duly read the prinetpal Secttons of the Law 
betating ta the ebligations of woters, to good order, to the quattficatton 
requtred in respect of property and age in order to be entitled to vote, and 
those whitch enact penalttes for any infractton of the Law: That the Petittoner 
having been stnce tnformed that the Electton has been contested before the 
House, that he ought to have made a special return of the votes so given, or 
have entered them under protest, the Petitioner having found nothing in the Law 
giving any tdea of such a course, having never etther seen or heard till then of 
any precedent, and so being enttrely ignorant of those matters, he was then 
under the impression that, by the Laws enabling Candtdates to complain of a 
fraudulent Election, the Candidate alone had the right of bringing a complaint 
concerning these matters before the House or a Committee thereof, and of citing 
the Deputy Returning Officer to give evidence of the truth of thetr allegations, 
and that the Pettttoner would then be authortzed to declare what had passed 
within his knowledge: That the Petitioner is tn the firm beltef that no Court 
of Justice, no Judge sitting on the Bench, and, more than all, no Legislative 
Body, could bring in a verdict of guilty against a person who has infringed-- 
violated no Law, or condemn him for not having done what the Law dtd not at the 
time prescribe to be done by him in the execution of his duty, still less for 
the fault of others committed after due warning, tn a case tn which they per- 
ststed in vtolating the Law in opposition to the feelings and opintons of the 
Petitioner then unable to prevent the offence; That although the Petitioner 
never had an tntention to act in any way tn contravention of the Law, and 
against the privileges of the House, yet nevertheless if it ts the opinion of 
the House that he has acted in contravention of the Law, and against the prerog- 
atives and privileges of the House, the Petitioner humbly tenders an apology 
therefor; and praying the House to accept the same, and in consideration of the 
above allegations, to acquit him of the charges brought agatnst him. 


Mr. Wilson, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitton complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the 
United Counttes of Drummond and Arthabaska, presented to the House the Final 
Report of the satd Committee; which was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee met this morning at the hour of Ten o'clock, pursuant to 
adjournment; and the Agent of the Petitioner having appeared before the Commit- 
tee and stated, that the Petittoner in this case would not further prosecute his 
Petition; tt was therefore, 

Resolved, That Jean Baptiste Eric Dorion, Esquire, the Sitting Member for 
the United Counties of Drummond and Arthabaska was duly elected and returned for 
the said United Counties; and that by consent of the Petittoner and the Sitting 
Member, no costs be claimed on the part of the Sttting Member. 








Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine 
the matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
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County of Montmagny, informed the House, That James Ross and John P. Cryster, 
Esqutres, Members of the Committee, were not present within one hour after the 
time appointed for the meeting of the satd Committee, thts day. 











Mr. Crawford, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Return for the East 
Riding of the County of Brant, informed the House, That John Wtlliam Gamble, 
Esquire, a Member of the Committee, was not present within one hour after the 
time appotnted for the meeting of the satd Commtttee, this day. 

Ordered, That John William Gamble, Esquire, do attend in his place tin this 
House To-morrow. 





Mr. Hartman, from the Standing Committee on Standing Orders, presented 
to the House the Nineteenth Report of the satd Committee; which was read, as 
fotloweth: -- 

Your Committee have examined the Petition of Jacob Hespeler and others, 
of the Village of Preston, County of Waterloo, and fine (sic) that suffictent 
Nottce has been given. 

They have also examined the Petition of Ovide Le Blane and others, for 
itneorporation of the Benevolent Soctety of Notre Dame de Bonsecours of Montreal, 
and are of opinion that it is not of such a nature as to require the publication 
of Notice. 











Ordered, That the Petition of W. McKay and others, of Sherrington, latterly 
Babyville, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 





Ordered, That Mr. Clarke have leave to bring in a Bill to authortze the con- 
struction of a Dam or Breakwater over the Grand River, at or near the Village of 
Preston, County of Waterloo. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Tuesday next. 


CAPT. RHODES moved to refer the petition relative to the judicial conduct of 
the honourable Mr. Justice Aylwin to a Select Committee, composed of Messrs. 
Gamble, Church, Masson, Thibaudeau and the mover. The honourable member read 
the petition referred to in this motion, which accused Judge Aylwin of various 
acts of intemperance, alleging that he had taken his seat on the bench in a 
state unfitting him for the discharge of his judicial duties at Three-Rivers, 
Sherbrooke, and Quebec, and on one occasion when there was a trial of a person 
named Munro for! murder2. La pétition expose aussi plusieurs autres griefs trés 
graves. The petition was signed by Messrs. Gugy, Pope, Irvin, and other two 
(sic) members of the Quebec bar, and prayed for the dismissal of Justice Aylwin 
from his office.4 The petitioners were not all known to him; but three of them 
were, and he knew that they were men not likely to come forward with such 
charges unless they had good reason to believe that they could substantiate 
them. After remarking that he had been prevented from proceeding last fall from 
the informality of the petition which he then presented on the subject, he 
proceeded to say that the course he now desired to adopt was founded on the 
precedent furnished by the case of Judge Allen,? Que wines WEL Siese dete Our London, © in 
which case Mr. Aylwin was one of the committee. The petitioners against Judge 
Allen had had many obstacles thrown in their way by the Government of that day; 
but after some time the Government had to dismiss that Judge. He expected, too, 
that obstacles would be thrown in his way by the Government of this day’, and 
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it, was hic (Mr.;Rhodes') impression; that it was the desire of the Moles 16) 
prevent any inquiry. The course provided by the last Act securing the independ- 
ence of judges, was that it should be lawful for the Governor General to remove 
any judge on the address of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council. A 
two-thirds vote was not at all necessary, as some appeared to imagine.8 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND denied that the Government had any wish to throw 
obstacles in the way of an inquiry, but when they found that the petition pro- 
ceeded from only five members of a bar consisting of two or three hundred, they 
considered that they should be very cautious as to instituting the proceedings 
asked for. He should oppose the motion also, because he considered that if 
a judge of the land, one too who had rendered such distinguished services to 
his country, was to be put upon his trial, he should be tried before the whole 
Howse wandenot —betore: a small commuttec. (Hear, hear.) The petatavon also 
was not sufficiently explicit as to the time, place, and circumstances of the 
alleged misconduct, to warrant so grave an inquiry being entered into.? They 
had therefore opposed the proceeding which the Member for Megantic had endeav- 
ored to take last session!9, He was surprised that the petitioners could have 
expected anything else.!l They had asked that Judge Aylwin should be suspended, 
when they ought to have known that such a course was illegal.!2 As lawyers they 
must have known that it was entirely beyond the power of the executive to dis- 
miss any judge.}3 But the Government, moreover, should feel justified, even if 
it should be shown that Judge Aylwin's conduct had been improper, to proceed in 
the manner suggested by the mover. It would be proper, when sufficient infor- 
mation was laid before the Government that the trial should be a public one, !4 
to give the gentleman accused an opportunity of replying, as the lowest criminal 
might dol5, In the meantime, no specific or reliable charge was before the 
Government.t® La chambre ne peut “adopter la’ motion de i*hon. membre, car ce 
serait exposer tous les juges a de semblables vexations de la part de quelques 
individus mécontents.!/ 
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Mr. Rhodes moved, seconded by Mr. Thtbaudeau, and the Questton being put, 
That the Petition of A. Gugy, Esquire, and other Members of the Bar of Lower 
Canada, Section of the District of Quebec; praying for an investigation into the 
conduct of the Honorable Thomas C. Aylwin, one of the Judges of the Court of 
Queen's Bench for Lower Canada, with a view to his removal from the said Office, 
be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Gamble, Mr. Church, 
Mr. Masson, Mr. Thibaudeau, and the Mover, to examine the contents thereof, and 
to report thereon wtth all convenient speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records; the House divided:--And it passed in the Negative. 18 














The Honorable Mr. Cayley, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, delivered 
to Mr. Speaker a Message from Hts Excellency the Governor General, signed by His 
Excellency. 

And the said Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the House 
being uncovered; and tis as followeth:-- 

Edmund Head, 

The Governor General transmits to the Legislative Assembly an Estimate of 
Sums requtred for the maintenance of the Provinetal Lunatic Asylum at Toronto, 
for the past and present year; and in conformity with the provistons of the 
57th Clause of the Union Act, he recommends this Estimate to the Legislative 
Assembly. 





WAS) S\7/ 


Government House, 
Quebec, 1st March, 1855. 
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Estimate of the Amount required for the support of the Provinetal Lunattie 
Asylum in Canada West, via:-- 
For thesunprovuided. Expenditure Of 1B54e0 1545-3 baie os £ 2564027996 
FOV GRE UCA AO ESO ce cae wide Sep abausrcoe ee einen ae tae ape a cree 1g 3859.).0 oo 





£14,000 0 O 


Inspector General's Office, Wim. Cayley, 
Quebee, 1st March, 1855. Inspector General. 


On motion of MR. MACKENZIEL9, 
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Ordered, That the Clerk do call upon all Public Officers, Corporations and 
Commtsstoners, who, by the Order of this House, of the fourteenth of September 
last, were requtred to make certain Returns, etther according to Law, or agree- 
able to the Orders of this House, and who appear, by a List furnished by 
the Clerk, on the twelfth of December last, not to have complied wtth the satd 
Order, and have not since done so, directing them, respectively, to supply the 
House wtth the satd Returns forthwith, and that the information so required, may 
be supplied to as late dates as shall be wtthin the power of such Commtsstoners, 
Corporattons, and Public Officers. 


Ordered, That Mr. Casault have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Act for 
the encouragement of Butlding Soctettes tn Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Fournter have leave to bring in a Bill in relatton to the 
Retratt Lignager (lineal redemption) in Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday the ninth instant. 





The Order of this House, of Wednesday, the twenty-ninth day of November 
last, for the appearance of John McLaren, late Deputy Returning Officer for the 
Parish of St. Fidéle, Michael McCarty, late Deputy Returning Officer for the 
Parish of St. Urbain, Antoine Guay, late Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish 
of Ste. Agnés, Louis Lavote, late Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of Les 
Eboulements, and Edouard Tremblay, late Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish 
of St. Etienne, in the said County, respectively, at the Bar of this House, on 
the first day of March instant, each severally to answer for his conduct as such 
Deputy Returning Officer at the last Election for the County of Saguenay, being 
read; 

The Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House reported, That a copy of the satd 
Order had been served upon the above named Deputy Returning Officers, and that 
they were then in attendance at the Bar of the House, in obedtence thereto. 














MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he considered the proper course was to read 
to the parties at the bar the report of the Saguenay election committee, and 
then allow them some days to prepare their answer. He moved therefore that the 
report be now read.29 
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MR. FOLEY would not oppose the motion, but might be allowed to express his 
surprise that it should proceed from the gallant knight, when they remembered 
the pertinacity with which on the first night of the session the gallant knight 
refused the member for Bagot (Mr. Timothy Brodeur) any time whatever to make up 
his mind to reply to the questions put to him. (Hear, hear, and laughter.)21 


MR. FERRES said that this was a different case, as the parties now at the 
bar did not desire delay merely to enable them to answer whether their name was 
John Smith or Peter Jones. He thought the remark of the honorable member for 
Waterloo might have been spared.22 
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On motton of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Solicitor 
General Smtth, is 

Ordered, That the Final Report of the Select Committee on the Saguenay Elec- 
tton Petition be now read:--And the same being read; 

The said Deputy Returning Officers were ordered to withdraw. 

On motion of Mr. Angus Morrtson, seconded by Mr. Felton, 

Resolved, That the said Deputy Returning Offtcers be allowed until Monday 
next for the purpose of preparing their respective defences to the alleged 
charges mentioned in the Report of the Select Commtttee on the Saguenay Election 
Petitton, adopted by this House on the seventeenth day of November last. 
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The satd Deputy Returning Offtcers were agatn called to the Bar, and 
acquatnted by Mr. Speaker of the preceding Order of the House. 
And then they again withdrew. 


The Order of the House of Monday last, for the attendance of James Ross and 
John P. Crysler, Esquires, in their places in this House this day, being read;-- 
And Mr. Ross and Mr. Crysler not attending in thetr places; 

Ordered, That the 84th Sectton of "The Election Petitions Act of 1851" be 
now read:--And the same being read; 

Ordered, That James Ross and John P. Crysler, Esquires, betng Members of the 
Select Committee appointed to try and determine the matter of the Petttion com- 
laining of an undue Election and Return for the County of Montmagny, and not 
having been present within one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of 
the Committee on Monday last, be taken into the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms 
attending this House, for such neglect of duty. 











A Bill to amend the Act incorporating the Brockville and Ottawa Ratlway 
Company, was, according to Order, read the third time. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Crawford do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, and 
destre thetr concurrence. 


A Btll to incorporate the College of Monnoir, was, according to Order, read 
the third ttme. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to tneorporate 
the Collége de Monnotr." 

Ordered, That Mr. Poulin do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, and 
destre their coneurrence. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Acts to 
secure the Independence of Members of the Legislative Assembly, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


1939 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill for the reltef of 
Merchants, Traders, and others, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to authorize the 
formation of Railroad Corporations, and to regulate the same, being read; 
Ordered, That the Btll be read a second ttme on Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Munict- 
pal Corporattons Act, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second ttme on Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to vest tn Edward 
Shortis, of Toronto, Esqutre, the Road or Concesston Allowance between Lots 
Numbers fifteen and sixteen in the sixth Concession of the Township of Thorah, 
being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend an Act 
passed in the stxteenth year of Her Majesty's Retgn, tintituled, "An Act to amend 
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and consolidate the several Acts for the formatton of Jotnt Stock Companies for 
the construction of Roads and other works tin Upper Canada," being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday the fifteenth 
tnstant. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act, 
tntttuled, "An Act to provide for the better organtzatton of Agrtcultural Soctie- 
ttes in Lower Canada," betng read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 





The Order of the day for the House in Committee on the Btll to amend the 
Toronto Esplanade Act, betng read; 


MR. CAMERON moved that the order of the House in committee on the bill to 
amend the Toronto Esplanade Act be discharged, and that the bill be referred to 
the standing committee on private bills, with a view to the adjustment of one or 
two points on which there was a dispute between the water-lot owners and the 
Corporation of the city of Toronto. He understood that the member for North 
Simcoe (Mr. Morrison) was prepared with evidence to be laid before the committee 
on behalf of the water-lot owners.23 
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Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be discharged. 
Ordered, That the Bill be referred back to the Standing Committee on Miscel- 
laneous Private Bills. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act to 
aboltsh the right of Primogeniture, and to afford relief to parties succeeding 
to the real estate of persons dying intestate in certain cases in Upper Canada, 
being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


MR. CAMERON moved the second reading of the bill to incorporate the Canadian 
Order of Odd Fellows. The object of the order, he said, was entirely charita- 
ble, and he could not conceive any objection on the part of any member of the 
House to the bill becoming law. 
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MR. MACKENZIE said he knew nothing against the order, and there might be a 
great deal of good in it. But he was opposed to giving special incorporations 
to persons whose system was not understood by the whole world.25 The order was 
a Secret, though, he believed, a benevolent society, and he thought it very 
probable that persons might get power by such bodies and turn it to account to 
obtain political, religious, or other unjust ascendency.26 He saw no necessity 
for any secrecy or oath in the constitution of a benevolent society.2/ 


MR. CAMERON said that the Order of Oddfellows had no oath.28 
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The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to incorporate the 
Canadian Order of Odd Fellows in connection wtth the Manchester Unity, being 
read; 

The Honorable Mr. Cameron moved, seconded by Mr. Crawford, and the Question 
being put, That the Bill be now read a second time; the House divided: and the 
names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Biggar, Cameron, Cayley, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, 


Crawford, Jean B. Daoust, DeWitt, Jean B.E. Dorion, Attorney General Drummond, 
Ferres, Flint, Foley, Fournter, Frazer, Hartman, Jackson, LeBoutillier, Lumsden, 


Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, McKerlie, Matheson, Angus 
Morrison, Murney, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Powell, Robinson, Soltettor General 














Ross, Sanborn, Scatcherd, Shaw, Soltcittor General Smith, Spence, Terrill, 
Wilson, Wrtght, and Young.--(45.) 








NAYS. 
Messteurs Blanchet, Brodeur, Bureau, Cauchon, Chauveau, Cook, Delong, 


Desaulniers, Thomas Fortter, Gould, Huot, Labelle, Laberge, Laporte, Lemteux, 


Mackenzie, Munro, O'Farrell, Pouliot, Prévost, and Southwtck.--(21.) 29 
So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 





MR. CAMERON having next moved a future day for the House going into commit- 
tee on the bill,29 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND took the opportunity of explaining that he had voted 
for the second reading, because he understood it to be simply a benevolent 
society. Had it been a secret society, he would have voted against it. 


MR. CAMERON repeated that it was purely a benevolent society, and that there 
was no oath22--nothing but affirmations.?2 


MR. MACKENZIE--Is it not a secret society with grips, &c.?34 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON being opposed to all secret societies, would vote 
against this, now he understood the question, which he had not done when he 
voted in the ayes. If he were not permitted, therefore, to alter his name, he 
would call for the yeas and nays now on the reference.?° 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE confirmed Mr. Cameron's remarks. The order had no 
political objects to accomplish. It merely required such declarations from the 
members as secured secrecy.2© 


MR. POWELL said the only secrets were such as were necessary to enable the 
members to recognize each other.?/ The secrecy was only intended to guard 
against deception.38 He was astonished to see the bill opposed by a large sec- 
tion of the Lower Canadian members, when day after day the House was called upon 
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to vote incorporations to their bodies, under the name of Sisters of Charity, 
Christian Brothers, and so forth, which were less for the benefit of the commu- 
nity than this.39 


MR. MACKENZIE.--I go against the whole of them. (Hear, hear. )49 


MR. FERRES thought the society not a secret one; but would prefer all these 
societies to be incorporated under a general act.4l 


(612) 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Mtscellaneous Private Bills. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to explain the Act 
16 Vie. cap, 184, being, nead; 
(613) 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to provide for the 
appotntment of Crown Prosecutors in the Counttes of Upper Canada, betng read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to give Mechanics 
and others a lten on butldings for work done by them to or upon the same, betng 
read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to inerease the 
Jurisdictton of the County Courts in Upper Canada, and for other purposes there- 
tn menttoned, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act of 
last Sesston to extend the provistons of an Act empowering certatn Muntctpal 
Councils to take Shares in certain Ratlroad Compantes, betng read; 

Ordered, That the said Order of the day be discharged. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to incorporate the 
Oakville and Arthur Railway Company, being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Ratlroads, Canals, and Telegraph Lines. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Provin- 
etal Statute, 25 Geo. 5, cap. 2, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Btll to explain and amend 
an Act of the Parliament of thts Province, passed in the stxteenth year of Her 
Majesty['s] Retgn, intttuled, "An Act to repeal certain Duttes of Exctse so far 
as regards Upper Canada, and to vest certain powers in the Munictpal authorities 
of that part of the Province," being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 





MR. CAMERON moved that the order of the day for the House in committee on 
the bill to amend the Criminal Law be discharged, and that the said bill be 
referred again to the Special Committee on Criminal Law, with the view of still 
further maturing the measure.42 
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The Order of the day for the House again in Committee on the Bill to amend 
the Criminal Law of Canada, being read; 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be discharged. 
Ordered, That the Bill be referred back to the same Select Committee to 
which tt was ortgtnally referred. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act to 
extend the Elective Franchise, betng read; 
Ordered, That the said Order of the day be discharged. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to repeal in part an 
Act passed in the stxteenth year of Her Majesty's Reign, intttuled, "An Act to 
provide a remedy against the Corporation of the City of Quebec, in case of 
injury to property by any mob, or during riots in the satd City:" being read; 


MR. FERRES, who had charge of the bill, said he was willing the matter 
should be taken up along with Mr. Alleyn's bill for amending the incorporation 
of Quebec.43 


(613) 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 


(614) 
The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act 
14 & 15 Vie. cap. 96, to factlitate the performance of the duties of Justices of 
the Peace, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday the twelfth instant. 





MR. FELTON moved the second reading of the bill to amend the Act establish- 
ing the Bureau of Agriculture, and explained that the effect of the bill was to 
change the mode of electing the members of the Bureau.44 


MR. CAMERON.--Does it make any change in the head of the Agricultural 
Bureau? (Laughter. )4° 


MR. FELTON.--Not at al1.46 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) asked if the Government consented to the 
strange course of allowing a private member to bring in a bill changing a 
system, which was under their own control, and against which no petitions had 
been presented.4/ 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said the bill did not affect the Bureau itself, 
but merely the county associations which elected the members of the Bureau.48 


After some further conversation, the motion was agreed to, and the bill read 
a second time.49 


(614) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Btll to amend the Act 
establishing a Bureau of Agriculture, and consolidating the Laws relating to 
Agriculture, being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Select 
Committee appotnted to inqutre into the State of Agrteulture in Lower Canada. 


The Order of the day being read, for resuming the adjourned Debate upon the 
Amendment whitch was, on Wednesday the etghth day of November last, proposed to 
be made to the proposed Amendment to the Question, That an humble Address be 
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presented to His Excellency the Governor General, representing to Hts Excellency 
that, in the opinton of thts House, the ttme has arrived when a dtfferent and 
much more satisfactory arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening 
Parltament, than at present extsts: That the present system of alternate Par- 
litaments ts tneonsistent with proper regard to the economical expenditure of 
publte money, uncalled for by the necesstttes of the country, injurtous to the 
preservatton and methodical arrangement of the Publte Archives and Ltbrary, and 
productive of great ineonvenitence and injusttce to permanent Officers tin the 
Public Departments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place 
selected for the assembling of Parltament, sutted, as far as posstble, to the 
conventence of all secttons of the Province; and whitch proposed Amendment was, 
That all the words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, and the 
words "itt ts tnexpedient to interfere wtth the arrangement tin regard to the Seat 
of Government adopted by this House tn 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted 
tnstead thereof; and whteh Amendment to the satd proposed Amendment was, That 
the words "and that tn accordance wtth that arrangement the Publtc Departments 
should be removed to Toronto tn 1855" be added at the end thereof; 

Ordered, That the said Order of the day be postponed unttl Monday the 
twelfth instant. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to legalize certain 
transactions and to alter the tenure of Indtan Lands in the Townshtp of Durham, 
being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next, and be then the 
third Order of the day. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act 
14 &@ 15 Vie. cap. 105, intituled, “Am Act to amend the Act ineorporating the 
Members of the Medical Profession in Lower Canada, and to regulate the study and 
practtce of Physte and Surgery therein, to afford relief to certain persons who 
were tn practtce as Physictans and Surgeons in thts Provinee at the time when 
the said Act became Law," betng read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 





The Order of the day for the House tn Committee on the Bill to tmprove the 
Law relating to Betterment, being read; 

Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed unttl Monday the 
twelfth instant. 


The Order of the day for the House again in Committee on the Bill to incor- 
porate the Satnt Franets Bank, being read; 


(615) 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed until Tuesday the thir- 
teenth tnstant. 


The Order of the day for the House in Commtttee on the Bill to incorporate 
certain persons under the style and title of the President, Directors, and Com- 
pany of the Fort Erte Canal Company, being read; 

Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed until Wednesday the 
fourteenth instant. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to incorporate the 
Town of Sorel, being read; 

Mr. Jean Baptiste krie Dorion moved, seconded by Mr. Valois, and the Ques- 
tion being proposed, That the Bill be now read a second time; 
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MR. GUEVREMONT propose en amendement que le bill soit lu de ce jour en six 
nois. /il-dit que comme représentant du comté de Richelieu, il sait que la majo- 
rite des habitants de William-Henry sont opposés a cette incorporation; et il a 
déposé hier une pétition signée par plus de 300 habitants de cette localité, 
reclanant), | adoption ede, cet. acte d'incorporation.29 


MR. DUFRESNE supporte l'amendement parce qu'il sait trés bien que la majo- 
rité des habitants de Sorel sont opposés a l'incorporation. I1 n'y a que quel- 
ques individus qui la demandent, parce qu'ils sont froissés de voir qu'ils n'ont 
pu obtenir un siége en parlement, et ils veulent se servir de ce moyen pour y 
parvenir. ! 


MR. J. DORION (de Drummond), est surpris de ce que l'on s'oppose a la secon- 
de lecture d'un bill de’cette nature. Quatre requétes, au sujet de ce bill, 
sont maintenant devant la Chambre. I1 n'y a pas deux membres qui les ont lues 
ainsi que le bill en question. Deux des requétes sont favorables au bill, et 
deux lui sont défavorables. Est-il juste de rejeter ce bill ainsi sans connais-— 
sance de cause; sans s'assurer si véritablement la majorité désire cette incor- 
poration ou non? I1 espére que ceux qui veulent voter contre le bill attendront 
que la Chambre soit mise au fait de la question pour le faire. Pour rendre jus- 
ELeGaaux deux iparites, #11 n'y aurait cien de mie[ulx.a faire que de lire Ie bill 
une seconde fois, de le référer au comité des bills privés ainsi que toutes les 
requétes, et d'attendre son rapport pour se prononcer sur le mérite du bill. 
Gest pourquoi il présente la résolution, et il termine en disant que ce serait 
faire une grande injustice que de la rejeter.>2 


MRe ACh N ad ASM ACDONALDA) MRA SOL. “GEN Ho eSMITH, jet MR. COM. (CR. LANDS 
CAUCHON se déclarent en faveur de l'amendement parce que le représentant du 
comté doit bien connaitre l'opinion de ses constituants, qui ont pétitionné en 
grana nombre contre cet acte’ d'incorporation, et on doit se rendre a L'opinion 
publique aussi clairement exprimée. Ils déclarent ne pas connaitre les disposi- 
tions du bill, mais le fait que des pétitions contre ce bill ont été envoyées a 
la Chambre, les porte a voter en faveur de 1'amendement.22 


MR. LABERGE.--J'ai peut-étre plus de respect pour l'opinion du peuple que 
n'en ont les membres du gouvernement eux-mémes, et je me soumettrai volontiers a 
cette opinion lorsqu'elle sera clairement exprimée, mais il faut avant, que je 
sache si une pétition, par exemple, représente réellement l'opinion d'une loca- 
lité. On veut renvoyer ce bill parce que des personnes que la Chambre ne con- 
nait pas, que les ministres eux-mémes ne connaissent pas, pétitionnent pour le 
faire rejeter. Qui vous assure que les pétitionnaires sont bien de la localiteé 
intéressée par ce bill? Vous ne le savez pas et vous ne pouvez le savoir qu'en 
le renvoyant a un comité, qui s'assurera si réellement la majorité des habitants 
desSorél estnoppostewa Iinconmporation. Le bill.ne sera pas loi parce qu'il 
aura subi salseconde Lecture, et le comite fera un sapport qui pounra nous 
guider dans notre vote. Mais jusque-la on veut nous faire voter en aveugles, 
comme on l'a déja fait ce soir, sans faire attention a son vote. 

Les ministres ont la prétention d'avoir beaucoup d'égards pour 1l'opinion 
d'une localité, exprimée par pétition, mais il[s] n'y regardent pas toujours de 
si prés, sur des questions bien plus importantes. Ainsi on ne fait pas atten- 
tion 4 son vote lorsqu'il s'agit d'établir des sociétés secrétes dans le pays, 
puis on fait rayer son vote aprés coup; mais sur des sujets bien moins impor- 
tants, on feint beaucoup d'égard[s] pour la volonté du peuple, tout en votant 
encore sans savoir ce que l'on fait.--On dit que l'hon. membre pour Drummond ne 


1945 


sait pas s'il y a réellement des signatures qui ne sont pas des habitants de la 
localité; mais savez-vous vous-mémes s'ils en sont? Je serai trés sévére moi- 
méme lorsqu'il s'agira de la troisiéme lecture du bill, mais il faut donner a 
ceux qui demandent l'incorporation l'occasion de se faire entendre. Malg([rlé 
tout mon respect pour la volonté du peuple, je pense qu'il faut renvoyer le bill 
a un comité, afin de savoir ce que nous devons en faire. Je voterai donc contre 
1'amendement .°4 


(615) 

Mr. Guévremont moved in amendment to the Questton, seconded by Mr. Dufresne, 
That the word "now" be left out, and the words "this day stx months" added at 
the end thereof; 

And the Questton being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YHAS|< 
Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Bell, Bellingham, Btggar, Blanchet, Casault, 
Cauchon, Chapais, Chisholm, Chureh, Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Crawford, Jean B. 


Daoust, Desaulnters, Dostaler, Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, Thomas Fortier, 
Octave C. Fortier, Fournter, Gould, Guévremont, Hartman, Jackson, Labelle, 
Laporte, LeBoutillter, Lemieux, Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, 


Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, Marchildon, Masson, Matheson, Matttce, Angus Morrtson, 


Munro, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Pouliot, Powell, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor 


General Ross, Shaw, Soltcttor General Smith, Somerville, Southwtck, Spence, 
Taché, Terrill, Thibaudeau, and Turcotte.--(60.) 


NAYS 
Messteurs Bourassa, Chauveau, DeWitt, Jean B.E. Dorton, Flint, Foley, 
Frazer, Galt, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, John S. Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, 
Mackenzte, Murney, Prévost, Rolph, Sanborn, Seatcherd, and Valois.--(20.) 
So tt was resolved in the Afftrmative. 
Then the matn Questton, so amended, being put; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time this day stx months. 























The Order of the day for the House in Commtttee on the Bill to authorize the 
County of Mtddlesex to negotiate a Loan of One hundred thousand pounds to con- 
soltdate the County Debt, being read; 

Ordered, That the said Order of the day be postponed unttl Thursday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to provide for the 
relief of Bankrupts and the administration of their Estates, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday the fifteenth 
tnstant. 


(616) 
The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act 8 
Vite. cap. 49, and to extend the provisions of the same, betng read; 
Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time on Monday the twelfth instant. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act 
tneorporating the Port Burwell Harbour Company, betng read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to provide for the 
representation in the Directory of Railroad Companies of Municipalities taking 
stock in or loaning money to such Companies under the provisions of the Munict- 
pal Loan Fund Act of Upper Canada, being read; 
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Mr. Foley moved, seconded by Mr. Scatcherd, and the Question being proposed, 
That the Btll be now read a second time; 


MR. FOLEY moved the second reading of the bill to provide for the represen- 
tation of municipalities holding stock in the directory of railway companies. 
He said the object was to get directors elected to represent municipalities, who 
had either taken stock in railways or lent money to them. He desired, there- 
fore, to allow municipalities in that position to elect directors proportionably 
to thein interest ian the noad. The truth was, that scheme had been got up 
throughout the country by persons who hazarded nothing themselves; but getting 
themselves appointed directors, spent large sums of the public money to further 
their own selfish ends in one shape or another. In his own county a loan had 
been made to a railway company, of which the directors only owned to 125 of 
interest in the road. One set of directors got into difficulty with another, 
and going to law, they had contrived to make the municipalities pay all the 
costs. Now, to avoid this sort of thing, he had brought in the present bill. 
He knew it had defects, but he wanted it read a second time to have it referred 
to a select committee.?° 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said the municipalities already had a representa- 
tion through their chief officer on all boards of railways to which they had 
advanced money, and it was absurd to give them also the right to elect other 
directors like private stockholders.© 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD also opposed the bill. The Vprinca ple, ab car— 
ried out, came to this, that the moment a man became the creditor of another, he 
had the right to manage the affairs of his debtor. If that were so, as soon as 
a man deposited money in a bank he ought to have the right to elect directors of 
it. The provisions of the bill were said to be defective, and so they were. 
Why there was a single municipality through which the Brockville and Ottawa road 
Fan,  sehatawoullds have Behe right, under “the bill) toy elect sixty-six directors-—— 
(laughter,)--and these sixty-six directors would not one of them have any inter- 
est in the success of the road, their whole interest being centered in screwing 
everything out of the company to pay the municipality. The stockholders and the 
municipalities alike made their bargains on the strength of the charter; and as 
both parties knew what they did, neither ought to be placed in a better or worse 
position than that they willingly assumed themselves.?/ 


MR. BUREAU opposed the bill, believing that the only safety for stockholders 
was to hold all parties to the original charter. That was the law in England, 
France and the United States, and to depart from it, was to give rise to such 
wrong as that sought to be inflicted on shareholders by the Montreal and New 
York Railway.28 


MR. DUFRESNE believed lenders were the masters of their own money. They 
Dent’ itor notwas they chose; but ai they lent it, they certainly had no right 
to send persons to control the affairs of the borrowers.” 


MR. MACKENZIE thought this a most difficult subject to deal with. Railway 
Managements required very careful checks. The Engineer of the State of New York 
had recommended that men should be appointed to visit and inspect the affairs of 
the different Railway Companies, and report thereon, since they had led the 
public astray by so many incorrect statements. The appointment of such a dis- 
creet man here for such a purpose, not by the government or those leagued with 
the railway interest, would, he thought, be a most judicious step. They talked 
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about loans not being represented at Railway boards. By what right did the hon. 
and gallant knight opposite sit at the Grand Trunk Railway Board but as repre- 
senting the Provincial loan. The Province owned no stock. In many instances 
municipalities deeply interested pecuniarily, on account of monies advanced, had 
no vote for directors, while men owing 1252 of stock might vote, or with 5002 
might be a director, having control of the expenditure of hundreds of thousands. 
The people when they loaned them money did so on the faith of the power of Par- 
liament to enquire into the affairs of the companies and amend their charters, 
and Parliament should do that duty.©9 


(616) 

The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab moved in amendment to the Question, 
seconded by Mr. Solicitor General Smith, That the word "now" be left out, and 
the words "this day three months" added at the end thereof; 

And the Question being put on the Amendment; the House divided; and the 
names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS 
Messteurs Bell, Bellingham, Blanchet, Bourassa, Brodeur, Bureau, Cameron, 


Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chapats, Chauveau, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cooke, 








Crawford, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, Delong, Desaulnters, DeWitt, Dtonne, Jean B.E. 
Dorton, Dufresne, Felton, Thomas Fortter, Octave C. Fortter, Fournier, Frazer, 
Gill, Guévremont, Holton, Jobin, Labelle, Laporte, LeBoutillter, Lemteux, 
Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, 
Marehtldon, Masson, Matheson, Meagher, Angus Morrtson, Murney, Patrick, Polette, 
Poultot, Powell, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Soltettor General Ross, Sanborn, 
Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somervtlle, Southwick, Spence, Taché, Terrill, 


Thtbaudeau, and Turcotte.--(67.) 




















NAYS. 

Messteurs Atkins, Biggar, Cook, Fergusson, Flint, Foley, Galt, Gould, 
Hartman, Jackson, Roderick McDonald, Mackenzte, Munro, Prévost, Rolph, 
Seatcherd, and Wright.--(17.) 

So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 

Then the matn Question, so amended, being put; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time thts day three months. 








The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill further to amend an 
Aet to establish Mutual Insurance Compantes tn Upper Canada, being read; 

The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Commtttee, composed of Mr. Roblin, Mr. Soltettor General Smith, Mr. Stevenson, 
Mr. Southwtek, and Mr. Angus Morrison, to report thereon with all conventent 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 








MR. ROBLIN explained that there was now only one of these insurance compa- 
nies in one county. This gave rise to difficulties where there were towns or 
villages. The risks were greater there and the rates higher, and the rural 
population wished to be allowed to have a separate company if they chose.6l 


On motion of MR. DEWITT, 62 


(6772 
The House, according to Order, resolved itself tnto a Committee on the 
Bill to incorporate the Educational and Evangelical Society established at La 
Grande Ligne, tn the District of Montreal; and after some time spent therein, 


1948 


Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; and Mr. Dufresne reported, That the Committee had 
gone through the Bill, and made an amendment thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 

Mr. Dufresne reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendment was read, aud 
(sic) agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Btll be read the third time To-morrow. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill for the more expedt- 
ttous transactton of public bustness in certain cases, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday the fifteenth 
instant. 


The Order of the day for the House in Committee on the Bill from the Legis- 
lattve Counetl, intttuled, "An Act to incorporate the Lyn Manufacturing Com- 
pany," being read; a 

Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed until Thursday next. 


On motion of MR. DEWITT, ®3 


(617) 

The House, according to Order, resolved ttself tnto a Committee on the Bill 
to repeal so much of any Law in force in Lower Canada as authorizes the sale of 
any property by the authority of Justice on Sundays; and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Bellingham reported, That the 
Committee had gone through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 

Mr. Bellingham reported the Btll accordingly; and the amendments were read, 
and agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Bill be read the thtrd time To-morrow. 





On motion of DR. MCDONALD of Cornwall the bill to amend the act of Upper 
Canada regulating the expenditure of the county funds was read a second time and 
referred to a select committee. By the law as it now stood it required seven 
magistrates in Quarter Sessions to audit the accounts. It was found difficult 
to Bees many together for the purpose, and he proposed to reduce the quorum to 
three. 


MR. HARTMAN thought this auditing should be done by the county council.®? 


oa) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act of 
Upper Canada, intituled, "An Act to regulate the expenditure of District Funds 
im thes Province,” being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Roderick McDonald, Mr. Roblin, Mr. Matheson, 
Mr. Hartman, and Mr. Southwick, to report thereon with all conventent speed; 
with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 








Then, on motion of Mr. Masson, seconded by Mr. Solicttor General Smith, 
The House adjourned. 66 


APPENDIX: — L MARCH 855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SEIGNIORIAL TENURE. ] 


MR: POULIOT [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il ‘fera ‘motion pour sung silt 
intitulé, "Acte pour amender l'acte seigneurial de 1854," et étendre certaines 


. 


dispositions du dit acte a la seigneurie de Lauzon.©/ 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO PREVENT ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICES OF EMOLU- 
MENT BY MEMBERS. ] 


MR. J.S: MACDONALD (Gleneary) [donne avis aque] lundi. prochain P41) fera 
motion pour un] Bill intitulé, "“Acte pour empécher les membres de l'assemblée 
législative d'accepter des places d'émoluments ou profits excepté dans certains 
cas, "68 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: PROVINCIAL LUNATIC ASYLUM IN CANADA WEST AT 
TORONTO. ] 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY [donne avis que] demain [il proposera que] la chambre 
[se forme] en comité des subsides pour prendre en considération le message de 
son excellence touchant les dispositions pour le soutien de l'asile des aliénés 
de la province du Canada Ouest.©9 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ST. MICHEL WHARF. ] 


MR. O. FORTIER (Bellechasse) enquired of the ministry, whether the Govern- 
ment intended during this part of the session, to grant a sum of money for the 
construction of a Quay in the parish of St. Michel. /9 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX replied that the subject was at present under 
the consideration of the Government./! 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: AMENDMENTS TO SEIGNIORIAL TENURE BILL. ] 


MR. JOBIN enquired of the ministry whether they intended to bring in during 
the present session any amendments to the Seignorial Bill, and if so what are 
the said amendments. /2 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said that, as one of their colleagues (the Provincial 
Secretary) was still absent, he would wish the question postponed till Monday. /3 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: TUG BOATS BELOW QUEBEC. ] 


MR. FERRES moved to resolve--lst. That it would be of great benefit to the 
shipping frequenting the St. Lawrence, and of material advantage to the trade 
of the province, if a line of iron screw tug boats of sufficient power were 
employed to ply on the river below Quebec. 2nd. That an humble address be pre- 
sented to His Excellency the Governor General, requesting that His Excellency 
will be pleased to take such measures as he may think fit for providing such 
iron screw tugs./4 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX.--Le gouvernement a pris le sujet en considéra- 
tion, et il introduira bientot une mesure qui satisfera aux exigences du com- 
merce a cet égard. Ainsi je prie l'hon. membre de retirer sa motion. /? 


MR. FERRES expressed his willingness to do so. /6 
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MR. YOUNG said that hitherto the service had been most improperly performed. 
Last year no less a sum than £9,500//7 [OR] £9,00078 had been paid, and for that 
large sum only one vessel had been towed, and that for a short distance. The 
fact was that the boats were old ones, hardly able to take care of themselves, 
much less to tow large ships. Now it was said that contracts had been entered 
into with the same parties without any public competition. Was that so?/9 


No response coming from the head of the Department of Public Works, 80 


MR. HOLTON wished to know if the Government were to vouchsafe an answer to 
the question of his honourable colleague.8! 


MR. TURCOTTE.--Is there anything before the Chair? Is this discussion in 
order ?82 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER said that the resolution was still in his hands, and 
the discussion was quite in order.83 


MR. HOLTON hoped the Chief Commissioner of Public Works would favor the 
House with a reply to the question which had been put, whether it was true, as 
he (Mr. H.) had stated the other day, and as had now been repeated, that a 
private contract had been entered into by the Government with Mr. Baby for those 
tug boats, without asking for tenders, and at a higher rate of remuneration than 
had been previously tendered for by responsible parties. (Hear, hear.)84 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--L'hon. membre pour Montréal devrait donner 
avis de sa question et la faire réguliérement, et alors il aurait une réponse.8° 
It was useless to discuss the thing and get the papers afterwards.86 


MR. HOLTON.--C'est ce que j'ai fait l'autre jour.8’ The question being now 
before the House for debate, he thought a merely departmental matter like this 
might be explained without the ceremony of a notice of enquiry. (Hear, hear.) 
They all knew well what amount of satisfaction they could get out of the Minis- 
try by putting notices on the paper. (Hear, hear.) The only way they had of 
getting important information was by drawing it out in the course of debate. 
But of course the Chief Commissioner of Public Works might refuse to answer 
we he “chose. “The House’ could not fied (sic) a voice for him. (Hear, hear, and 
laughter. )88 


MR. GALT asked whether he was to understand from the answer of the Chief 
Commissioner of Public Works that it was intended to provide the sort of 
steamers indicated in the motion.®9 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX.—--Je répéte que le gouvernement a pris cette 
matiére en considération, et qu'il prendra des mesures pour rencontrer lel[s] 
besoins du commerce.?9 


MR. GALT.--If the honorable member for Mississquoi (Mr. Ferres) is satisfied 
with that explanation, it is not for me to press the matter further.?1 


MR. HINCKS said that, if he understood the honorable Commissioner of Public 
Works correctly, the information he had communicated was quite satisfactory. He 
understood him to say that the Government had taken the matter into considera- 
tion, and were prepared to bring down a measure on the subject, to be submitted 
to the House. He did not understand him to say that they were to take measures 
without consulting the House. If he so understood the explanation, then he 
admitted that honorable gentlemen opposite would have a right to complain, but 
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if the Government were maturing a proposition to be submitted to the House, then 
he conceived that the House might consent to wait till that proposition was 
formally submitted to them.?2 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX having indicated that the honorable member for 
Renfrew had truly interpreted his explanation, 92 


MR. FERRES, on the understanding that so soon as the Government had matured 
their plan, they would bring down estimates to the House, withdrew his motion. ?4 


[POSTPONED MOTION RE: SEIGNIORIAL TENURE IN BEAUHARNOIS. ] 


MR. BUREAU propose la nomination d'un comité spécial pour prendre en consi- 
dération le rapport maintenant devant cette Chambre touchant certaines difficul- 
tés entre le seigneur de la seigneurie de Beauharnais, et certains habitants des 
comtés d'Huntingdon et Chateauguay relativement a un morceau de terre en litige 
entre le seigneur de Beauharnais et les dits habitants; avec pouvoir d'envoyer 
quérir personnes, papiers et records, et de faire rapport a cette chambre de 
temps en temps; le dit comité devant étre composé de MM. Somerville, Masson, 
DeWitt, et le moteur.?2- 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND demande si l'hon. membre veut bien remettre sa motion 
jusqu'a lundi, afin que le gouvernement puisse examiner ce rapport.?6 


MR. BUREAU y consent.?/ 


FOOTNOTES: I MARCH 1855. 
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(617) 
THE followtng Petitttons were severally brought up, and latd on the table:-- 
By Mr. Southwtck,--The Petition of D.T. Hughes, Chatrman, in behalf of the 
Board of Trustees of the St. Thomas County Grammar School, of the County of 
Elgin; the Petttton of Thomas Locker, Reeve, and others, of the Township of 
Malahide; and the Petition of Robert G. Garner and others, of the Townshtp of 
Malahide. a 
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By Mr. Laberge,--The Petitton of Sister Jauron, Supertor, and others, 
Ststers of Charity in charge of the Hédtel-Dieu Hospital of St. Hyacinthe. 

By Mr. Hartman,--The Petition of C.H. Appleton and others, of Aurora. 

By Mr. Frazer,--The Petition of the Provistonal Municipal Counetl of the 
County of Welland; the Petttton of the Municipality of the Village of Thorold; 
the Petttton of the Munictpality of the Township of Thorold; the Petttton of the 
Munictpality of the Township of Wainfleet; the Petition of the Munictpaltty of 
the Township of Humberstone; and the Petttton of the Muntctpality of the Town- 
shtp of Pelham. 

By Mr. Jean Bapttste Daoust,--The Petition of the Reverend Ambrotse Groulx, 
of the Parish of St. Benoit, District of Montreal. 

By Mr. Delong,--The Petition of Jonathan Fulford and others, of the County 
of Leeds, Members of East Brant Diviston, Wo. 387, of the Order of the Sons of 
Temperance. “<< 

By the Honorable Mr. Lemteux,--The Petition of Stmon Octeau, Mayor, and 
others, of St. Joseph de la Pointe Lévt; and the Petttton of the Reverend 
H. Routter and others, Commissioners of the School Munictpality of St. Joseph de 
la Pointe Lévi. a x 
By Mr. Biggar,--The Petition of the Munictpal Council of the County of 
Brant. 

By Mr. Munro,--The Pettitton of the Munictpality of the Township of 
Darlington, County of Durham. 

By Mr. Patrtck,--The Petition of Frederick Belfoy and others, of the Town of 
Prescott. 

By Mr. Guévremont,--The Petttion of Dantel Capistran and others, of the 
County of Richelteu; and the Petitton of Augustin Lavallée and others, of the 
Concesston of Chenal du Motne, Muntetpaltty of Sorel, County of Richelieu. 

By Mr. Turcotte,--The Petttton of Edouard Tremblay, John McLaren, Louis 
Lavote, and Antoine Guay. 





























On motion of Mr. Taché, seconded by Mr. Meagher, 

Ordered, That the Select Committee on the Lotbintére Electton Petition have 
Leave to adjourn until Tuesday the thirteenth instant, at Ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, in order that the Sitting Member and the Petitioner may have suf ft- 
etent time to prepare thetr arguments on the Report of the Commissioner now 
before the House. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petittons were read:-- 

Of L.E. Dubord and others, Censitatres, of the Parish of Champlain, County 
of Champlain; praying for certain amendments to the Seigniorial Act of 1854. 

Of the Reverend David Dunkerley and others, of Durham, County of Drummond; 
praying for an atd tn behalf of the High Sehool at Durham. 
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Of Samuel Gemmtll and others, of Augusta, County of Grenville; and of 
Francts Scott and others, of Central Augusta; praying for a Prohibitory Liquor 
Law. 

Of Wilder Pierce and others, Directors of the Stanstead Seminary; praying 
for an additional aid in behalf of the Female Department of the said Seminary. 

Of the Reverend Abtel Moulton and others, of the Township of Stanstead, 
County of Stanstead; praying for an aid in behalf of the High School in the said 
Township. 

Of P.L. Gtroux and others, of the County of Quebec; and of the Municipal 
Counetl of the County of Quebec; praying that the Bill to reform the Municipal 
system of Lower Canada, and to establish County, Parish and Township Munictpali- 
ttes therein, may not become Law. 

Of John Stephens and others, Electors of the County of Argenteuil; setting 


(619) 
forth: That the recent as well as the former pretended election of Sydney 
Bellingham, Esqutre, as Member to represent the County of Argenteutl in the 
House, was effected by the return of several hundred notoriously illegal or 
ftcttttous votes from Gore and Wentworth Townships tn the back settlements of 
the County: That the illegality of such votes ts a fact shown, the Petitioners 
belteve, by the Electton Returns in question, compared wtth the facts as to the 
number of occupters of land therein established by the last Census Report and by 
the Public Registers of the Province: That the constderatiton of the trouble, 
expense, and hazard incident to an tnvestigatton by Commisston on a Petttton 
against a Sitting Member under the Contested Electton Petitions Act weighs 
heavily on the Petitttoners, and induces them most respectfully to ask the House 
to take thts matter into tmmedtate constderattion, and to submit to the House for 
redress their grievances in the fact that should the said Sydney Bellingham be 
allowed to assume the seat in question in virtue of a Return of the said pre- 
tended Election of December last, notortously tllegally obtained, the Peti- 
tioners wtll continue to be virtually disfranchised, under color of a Return of 
Election contradicted by facts and statistics established and recognized by the 
Laws of the Country: That at the recent Election in questton, Lemuel Cushtng, 
Esqutre, a Candidate thereat, had a large majority of the legal votes returned; 
that the" postition of Mri Cushing in the contest was and ts in defence of 
proprietary interests against the illegal and unjust pretensions of the Montreal 
and Bytown Ratlway Company, of which Mr. Bellingham is or was recently the 
acknowledged Secretary: That Mr. Cushing (a landowner to a large extent in the 
County) has publicly, at the Muntcipal Council Board and elsewhere, thrown the 
weight of his influence in favor of the said Railway Company, but under reserve 
of certain prudenttal and equitable conditions with respect to whitch the pro- 
prtetary he represents in thts contest ts at tssue with the said Ratlway Company 
and its creditors: That by a Bill now before the House to amend and extend the 
Charter of the said Company and for other purposes, an attempt ts made, by a 
retractive clause therein, to render nugatory the legal proceedings now pending 
itn the Supertor Court tn Montreal at the instance of Municipal Electors of the 
Munictpality of the County of Two Mountains, (of whtch this County ts a part) 
with respect to a contested By-Law of the said Municipality for the subscription 
of stock tn the satd Ratlway under certain conditions: That the Bill in ques- 
tton also seeks to entatl upon the said Municipality heavy ltabilittes to the 
extent of Fifty thousand pounds, for Dock, Wharves, and Steam Founderies tin 
Montreal, Works of a speculative character, and which were not contemplated by 
the Petittoners at the time the said Municipality entered tnto the conditional 
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relations in questton wtth the satd Company: That so far as the Petittoners 
know, Mr. Bellingham is neither a restdent nor a proprietor in this County, and 
that they consider his postition in this matter as one of antagontsm to the 
tnterests of the County: That apart from these considerations the Petitioners, 
supporters of Mr. Cushing, (who represents according to the votes tin this con- 
test about or upwards of two-thirds of the assessable property of the County) 
have tn a great measure been deprived of their right in the Elective franchise: 
That the undue means resorted to and the great wrong perpetrated agatnst the 
most valued rights of the Petitioners for the purpose of placing tn the hands of 
the representative of an antagonistic Railway interest the high powers of a seat 
tn Parltament, pending the tssues above alluded to, forces the Petitioners to 
submtt to the House a statement and Petition which they humbly conceive to be 
warranted and called for by the extraordinary and tmminent circumstances of 
the case: That wtth respect to the outrages of the former Electton of 
Mr. Bellingham, and against certain provtstons of the Btll in question, Pett- 
ttons have already been presented to the House; and praying for justtce and 
redress tn the premises, and espectally that the satd Sydney Bellingham be not 
permitted to assume the seat in question, unless and until the House be assured 
of hts legal right to the same. 


(620) 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Montreal, President of the 
Commtttee of the Nattonal School Soctety; praying atd in behalf of the satd 
Insttitutton. 

Of J.G. Glennon and others, Merchants and Traders, of the City of Montreal; 
praying that the Bill to provide for the reltef of Bankrupts and the administra- 
tton of thetr Estates, may not become law. 

Of James Marshall, of Youngstown; complatning of injusttce done him by the 
passing of the Act to confirm Mr. Zimmerman's purchase of the Ntagara Dock 
Company's property, and praying reltef in the premises. 

Of John Montgomery, of the Ctty of Toronto, Innkeeper; alleging that the 
Queen's Forces took possession of his extensive Hotel and Offices, on Yonge 
Street, near Toronto, on December 7th, 1837, and burned them to the ground after 
the Rebels were defeated and had rettred; and praying for remuneratton for 
losses thereby sustatned. 

Of G. Arundel Hill, of Dummer; complaining of the want of unton, peace, and 
concord, among professing Christians, and praying for an Act to define more 
elearly Sabbath-breaking, and works of necesstty and mercy. 

Of B. Poulvot and. others, of tne faritsn, of wi igeter.. County .oy tits ter;: 
praying for an atd to open a Road from the Parish of St. Cyrille to the Province 
Line. 

Of the Reverend F.X. Delage and others, of the Parish of L'Islet; praying 
for an aid in behalf of a Model School in the satd Parish. 

Of John A. Cameron and others, of the Townshtp of Lochaber, County of 
Ottawa; praying for aid to complete the erection of a bui[t]ding for an Academy 
tn the satd Township. 

Of E.W. Carter and others, of the Borough of William Henry; praying that the 
said Borough may not be incorporated as petitioned for by its Municipal Council. 














The Honorable Mr. Cameron, from the Standing Committee on Mtscellaneous 
Private Btlls, presented to the House the Twentieth Report of the. satd Commtit- 
tee; which was read, as followeth:-- 
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Your Committee have examined the Bill to define the boundary line between 
the fourth and fifth Concesstons of the Township of Cornwall, and beg leave to 
report that the Preamble has not been proved. 

Your Committee have also examtned the Bill to tneorporate the Montreal 
Locomotive, Martine, and Steam Forge Works Company, and have agreed to several 
amendments, which they beg to submit for the consideration of Your Honorable 
House. 


Ordered, That the Bill to incorporate the Montreal Locomotive, Marine, and 
Steam Forge Works Company, as reported from the Standing Committee on Mtscel- 
laneous Private Bills, be committed to a Committee of the whole House, for 
Monday next. 


MR. HOLTON propose que lorsque la chambre s'ajournera ce jour, elle demeure 
ajournée jusqu'd jeudi prochain, afin de permettre aux membres d'assister a 
l'Exposition de Montréal. I1 dit que plusieurs membres ayant manifesté le désir 
d'avoir un ajournement pour accompagner Son Excellence dans sa visite a 
Montréal, il fait cette motion afin que la chambre puisse décider si elle y 
assistera.! 


MR. CAMERON considered it would be a bad precedent to establish, that, 
wherever there happened to be an Exhibition, Parliament should wander all over 
the country to see it. The House had not yet got through much business, and to 
say that they should throw away three or four days more in order to visit the 
Exhibition was asking too much.2 


MESSRS. FOLEY et ROBINSON se prononcent contre l'ajournement pour les mémes 
raisons. 3 


MR. FOLEY could see no good reason why the House should adjourn, because a 
few of its members happened to have business in Montreal, and on behalf of the 
Riding which he represented he protested against the country being subjected to 
so much expense for the convenience of a few members of the Legislature.4 [He 
spoke] against it, as very unjust to Members who did not desire to go to the 
exhibition, and who would be detained at Quebec doing nothing in the meantime. 


CAPT. RHODES et MR. YOUNG se prononcent en faveur de l'ajournement parce que 
les membres auront l'occasion de voir les produits géologiques du pays. 
M. Logan fera une exposition compléte de tous les produits géologiques, et les 
membres gagneront beaucoup en informations en la visitant. 


CAPT. RHODES ... [continued:] A great number of the members besides himself 
would be obliged to attend, in their capacity of chairmen of committees &c., and 
he doubted much whether the House during the three or four days would be able to 
do so much good to the country by remaining in Quebec, as they would by visiting 
Montreal in connection with an object of so great and paramount importance. / 


DR. MASSON et MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) s'opposent a la motion parce que 
cela occasionnera des dépenses a la province. Lorsqu'il s'agit de voter quel- 
ques mille louis pour payer les jurés ou les instituteurs, on nous dit qu'il n'y 
a pas d'argent; mais pour faire promener les membres, on en trouve toujours.8 


MR. GALT hoped the House would consider this an exceptional case. The whole 
country was most anxious that Canada should be properly represented at the great 
exhibition in Paris. The House had already voted £10,000 towards this object, 
and it would only be carrying it out in the same spirit if they adopted the 
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motion of his honourable friend, and gave their presence to the Preliminary 
Exhibition. ? 


MR. CAMERON could see no necessity for the House of Assembly being present, 
unless they attended for the purpose of selections being made to send to Europe 
[members] as specimens of the Canadian Legislature. (Laughter.)!0 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said the government left the matter entirely with 
the House. If the House desired to accept the invitation of the Exhibition 
committee, the Government would bow to their decision.!1 


(620) 

Mr. Holton moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Young, and the Questton 
being put, That thts House will, at the rising of the House this day, adjourn 
until Thursday next at Three o'clock in the afternoon, to allow Members an 
opportunity to attend the opening of the Exhibition at Montreal on Tuesday next; 
the House divided:--And it passed in the Negative. 12 





Ordered, That Mr. Hartman, Mr. Fergusson, Mr. Delong, Mr. Seateherd, and 
Mr. Gould, be added to the Select Committee appointed to enquire tnto the State 
of Agrteulture in Lower Canada. 








Mr. Soltettor General Smith moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Spence, and 
the Question being proposed, That the Clerk of Routine and Records do transmit, 
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free of Postage, a copy of each of the several Bills and datly Votes and Pro- 
ceedings, and other Papers, of whtch extra coptes are ordered to be printed for 
the use of Members, to the Editors of the respective Newspapers published in the 
Province; and that for such purpose an additional number of copies be struck off 
by the Printer; 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH ... said he desired to give editors of papers the 
fullest information that they might give it to the public. It resolved itself 
into a question of regularity. The members now, he believed, very generally 
transmitted copies of the votes and proceedings to the journals in their respec- 
tive counties. But if the matter were placed in the hands of the Clerk of 
Records greater regularity would be ensured.!3 


MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) propose en amendement qu'il soit ajouté a la 
résolution, "que 500 copies extra des votes et délibérations soient imprimées 
pour l'usage des membres." I1 dit qu'il est bien aise de voir cette motion du 
gouvernement mais il pense qu'il faudrait imprimer un plus grand nombre de votes 
et délibérations, afin que les membres puissent les envoyer a leurs consti- 
tuants, pour faire connaitre les travaux des représentants.!4 


MR. FOURNIER opposed the motion and amendment as blague, and calculated to 
entail vast expense on the Province.!5 [I1] s'oppose a l'amendement parce que 
les dépenses d'impressions (sic) sont déja de prés de £100,000, et qu'il est 
inutile de les augmenter. 

M. Dorion, lorsqu'il publiait son journal l1'Avenir, demandait avec raison 
l'économie des deniers publics, mais aujourd'hui il veut se faire de la popula- 
rité aux dépens du pays en envoyant partout les votes et délibérations, qui ne 
sont lus nulle part et qui sont gaspillés.!6 


MR. FERRES did not think that the expense of printing for the purpose of 
communicating information to the Press would be thrown away. As one connected 
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with the Press, he would say that the newspaper press would thank the Solicitor 
General for having thought of the motion, and would thank the House if it 
carried it.!’ Editors suffered inconvenience from the want of a regular supply 
of parliamentary papers. It was through them that information was supplied to 
the country, and they should receive whatever documents were laid before the 
House. 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH s'oppose a l'amendement parce que le public recoit 
tous les débats de la chambre par la voie des journaux, qui les publient tous 
les matins.!9 


MR. J. DORION.--Je sais que les journaux publient les débats, mais je sais 
aussi par expérience que généralement ils ne publient que les votes qui sont 
favorables a leurs amis, tandis que ceux qui leur sont défavorables sont laissés 
de cété. D'ailleurs, il y a aujourd'hui un plus grand nombre de membres qu'il 
n'y en avait durant le dernier parlement, et on n'imprime que le méme nombre de 
votes et délibérations, ce qui fait que chaque membre en a moins qu'alors pour 
son usage. Le cofit de l'impression sera minime, car chacun sait que lorsque la 
iatilerenesie Jcompasée, il in ya que la différence du colt du papier poltir en 
imprimer un plus grand nombre.20 


ara) 

Mr. Jean Bapttste Erte Dorton moved in amendment to the Questton, seconded 
by Mr. Valois, That the words "and five hundred copies extra of the Votes and 
Proceedings tn English and French for the use of the Members of thts House" be 
added at the end thereof; 

And the Questton being put on the Amendment; the House ditvided:--And tt 
passed tn the Negattve. 

Then the main Question betng put; 

Ordered, That the Clerk of Routine and Records do transmit, free of Postage, 
a copy of each of the several Bills and datly Votes and Proceedings, and other 
Papers, of whtch extra coptes are ordered to be printed for the use of Members, 
to the Edttors of the respective Newspapers publtshed in the Province, and that 
for such purpose an addittonal number of coptes be struck off by the Printer. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY moved the House to go into Committee of Supply. He 
stated that the amount now required was for the purposes of the Lunatic Asylum 
at Toronto, and amounted to £1641, being the excess of the expenditure over the 
appLoprEratvon of V8545 anda farther sum, in all amounting to £14,000, for the 
buildings required for the extension of the Asylum. The demand was very press- 
ing, but the Ministry had though[t] it better to wait than to anticipate the 
action of the House by paying this money before it was voted. The hon. gentle- 
man also made some explanations as to the mode of applying the assessment for 
the Lunatic Asylum in Upper Canada, which, however, did not reach the Feporters 
gallery.?!1 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) called attention to the circumstance that the 
expenses of the Institution in Toronto were rapidly increasing from £7500 in 
ie>seqsandec (OOOO SDA we LO md sestimated, expenditure ots. l2,000° for 1855.22 
If he understood the matter correctly it was intended to enlarge the Lunatic 
Asylum buildings, out of the Lunatic Asylum tax, which did not appear in the 
Consolidated Fund account, and that the present grant was for an excess of 
expenditure over appropriations. It would, he thought, be much better, before 
asking for this grant, to come down with a report of the officers in charge of 
the institution, showing in what way the present deficit had occurred. The 
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House had heard great complaints about the condition of this institution23. He 
would not object to anything that was calculated to ameliorate the condition of 
those unfortunates, but they were entitled to some explanation of the increasing 
demands that were being made on the revenues of the country to support the 
Institution. 24 


MR. CAMERON said that the Inspector General, in asking an additional grant 
for the Asylum, when he remarked that the funds were inadequate, might have gone 
further, and said that the management was inefficient2>. There could be no 
objection to vote this sum; but2® he hoped the Government would bring down the 
reports of the commissioners, that the house and the country might ascertain the 
real facts as to the internal management of the Institution. The condition of 
its inmates was stated by many persons out of doors to be most unfortunate,2/ 
[OR] to be most deplorable,2®8 totally irrespective of their mental alienation, 
and that they were not treated in the manner they ought to be. If there was 
nothing else, there was sufficient. (sic) to call for enquiry in what had’ recent— 
ly appeared in the newspapers in reference to the case of a person discharged 
from the Asylum as an impostor by the resident physician, although a large 
proportion of the medical faculty of Toronto pronounced her insane.22 In the 
particular case in question there was great discrepancy between the opinions of 
several eminent physicians of Toronto and that of the superintendent.29 


MR. CHAUVEAU complained of the excess of expenditure for the Upper Canadian 
Lunatic Asylum over that at Beauport2!, Lower Canada--of which no complaints 
were made.?4 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY believed it could not be desirable to offer to public 
competition the case of these poor persons. The management at Quebec, though 
not strictly given to persons accepting it by public competition, was certainly 
not economical. The cost at Beauport was £30 per head per annum; in Upper 
Canada it was in the year 1853 £21 per head only.23 In reply to the honorable 
members for Glengarry and Toronto, he begged to say that all the papers would be 
brought down, and the most ample information given.34 


MR. CHAUVEAU said the difference between Upper Canada and Lower Canada 
consisted in this--that in Lower Canada the proprietors of the Institution paid 
the cost of the buildings themselves; in Upper Canada it had been paid by the 
public.3° 


MR. MACKENZIE said, in reference to Mr. Cameron's remark about the effi- 
ciency of the management of the Institution--that had the member for the City of 
Toronto visited the Institution the other day when the Visiting Commissioners 
invited the members of Parliament residing in the district to examine its condi- 
tion, he would have found the Institution well managed. He (Mr. Mackenzie) 
had36 lately been through the Lunatic Asylum at Toronto two or three times, and 
he must say he saw no reason whatever for complaints.>/ Ces plaintes lui 
semblaient avoir précisément le méme caractére que celles faites contre le 
docteur Scott qui avait été harassé pendant tout le temps qu'il avait dirigé cet 
établissement.28 When the medical superintendent assumed the duties of that 
office, the drainage of the building was bad: the ventilation was defective. 
Both these defects had been removed under Dr. Workman's immediate directions.2? 
Dr. Workman did great justice to the position in which he was placed, and 
particularly, when all his applications in the proper quarter had-failed, he set 
to work himself to remove the cause of the unhealthiness that had formerly 
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existed in the under-story, and by hiring men to drain the building, accom- 
plished the desired object. He considered, however, that much still remained to 
be done for the improvement of the Institution. There should be more means of 
amusement, more trees and shrubberies, and more riding about, instead of the 
unhappy people being continually shut up as ina gaol.40 It did (he continued) 
appear to him that vague charges should not be preferred against the Institution 
by individuals who had not taken the trouble to examine into its condition as he 
had done. As Chairman of the Committee of Public Accounts, he had examined the 
state of its pecuniary affairs, and everything he found to be perfectly correct. 
The gentleman who had charge of its fiscal affairs appeared to do his duty 
faithfully.4! He did not, however, understand why the Government came down 
there to demand this sum of money when they had a fund arising out of the 
Lunatic Asylum tax of ld. in the £. That, however, had been taken to build 
Normal Schools and Post Offices, while the money required for the Lunatic Asylum 
was demanded of the House. He thought that those unfortunate persons who lost 
their reason, should not be required to be two months applying to get in to the 
Lunatic Asylum; and he reproached Mr. Cameron for having made these remarks upon 
the management of the Asylum, though he had refrained from going to inspect it 
when invited to do so, as he (Mr. Mackenzie) had done.42 


MR. HINCKS.--No part of it was ever applied to building the Toronto Post 
Office. 43 


MR. MACKENZIE.--The Normal School was, at all events, and is there anything 
about it connected with the brain being a little addled? There are a great many 
things that the honorable member for Renfrew has done which would need a great 
many parentheses to make people comprehend then. (Laughter.)44 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY showed that the member for Haldimand was mistaken as 
LOMtne tdte Of the luinaclc Acvlum tax, The Act 2) Vic., cap. Ll, authorizing the 
erection of an Asylum for the reception of insane and lunatic persons and 
authorizing an assessment of 1/8 of a penny in the pound for that purpose, was 
repealed by the act 13 and 14 Vic., cap. 68, called an act to provide funds for 
defraying the cost of the erection of the Lunatic Asylum and other Public 
buildings in Upper Canada which reduced the tax to 6d in the £100--or something 
less than 1 16 of a penny in the pound. This last act directs that the proceeds 
of the tax shall be applied first to the payment of interest on debentures 
issued either for the Lunatic Asylum, or the erection of any other Public 
Building in Upper Canada for an institution of general importance to the inhab- 
itants of Upper Canada; secondly for the formation of a sinking fund; lastly to 
the support of the Asylum or such other institution. 

The unredeemed debentures of the Asylum and the Normal School stand as 
follows: 
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And there is at the credit of the sinking fund £19,124 10s. 4d. 
The public accounts for 1853 show the state of this account at the close of 
that year. The figures now given, the present state.4> 


MR. HOLTON said the hon. and learned member for Toronto, (Mr. Cameron) had 
chosen prematurely and somewhat irrevelantly (sic) to make remarks on the 
Management of the asylum at Toronto. He would not enter on those remarks but he 
wished to point out the gross injustice perpetrated by the hon. member towards 
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the medical gentleman now in charge of the Provincial Asylum. He was credibly 
informed that the hon. and learned member had never been within the walls of the 
Lunatic Asylum since the appointment of Dr. Workman, and therefore was not the 
best qualified to judge of its management. He held it to be exceedingly unfair 
to enter here into the disputes between that gentleman and certain medical men 
in Toronto, and on a merely ex parte case to pronounce an opinion. He (Mr. H.) 
knew Dr. Workman most intimately, and he had no hesitation in saying that he was 
one of [the] kindest hearted men he ever knew, and one of the ablest men that 
could have been selected in the whole country for the situation he now occu- 
pied.46 He was a man of the greatest humanity, and it was highly unfair to 
reflect upon him in a manner to affect, not his personal character, but his 
character for humanity.4/ As to the dismissal of the woman Eliza Ward, 48 the 
Doctor had discharged her two or three times as being an impostor. Other 
gentlemen of the medical profession had pronounced her insane; but if ten or 
fifty persons declared her to be insane after a quarter of an hour or an hour's 
examination, what was their opinion compared to that of a gentleman who had 
observed her attentively for months. The truth was that the quarrel was just 
one between the medical schools, and not of much interest to any one else.49 
{It] arose out of envious feelings.20 It was unnecessary to weary the House, 
but as this question had been raised he might express the hope that the govern- 
ment would institute such enquiries whether by issuing a commission or otherwise 
as would place the facts fairly before the public. (Hear, hear.)°l 


MR. GAMBLE said he had been invited by circular to attend at the Institution 
on a particular day to examine its operation. He had not found it convenient to 
attend, and did not much regret it, as he did not see what good object was to be 
effected. Everything, of course, when visitors were expected, would be dressed 
up in its Sunday clothes, and appear in first rate order. But the way in which 
the Institution was conducted was a matter generally spoken of throughout the 
country, and in common with a large portion of the people of the province, he 
deeply regretted that an Institution of that kind should have been placed in 
such a position as to excite a degree of distrust and suspicion as to its 
management. He was not surprised at those complaints. If they wanted anything 
done by a mechanic, they employed the mechanic who had been trained to do that 
thing. If he wanted a horse shod, he went to a blacksmith. If he wanted a coat 
made, he went to a tailor. But in this particular matter the province had acted 
on an entirely different principle. In managing this great institution, they 
did not look out for the best person they could find to place at its head--the 
person most celebrated in the treatment of lunatics--but they employed a hard- 
ware merchant and placed him in charge of all those unfortunate people. He had 
no reason to doubt that Dr. Workman was a most amiable man, but he might not be 
qualified on that account merely to fill the situation he now occupied. The 
feeling that the institution was not properly managed was very wide spread 
through the country, so much so that many persons in respectable circumstances 
would not send their relations who were afflicted in that manner there at all. 
He might mention one case which came within his own knowledge. A person was 
brought before him (Mr. S.) (sic) by his friends, being in a state that he could 
not be safely trusted alone. He procured a conveyance for the man and sent him 
down to the asylum, telling his friends that if any particular forms had to be 
observed he would see them properly executed and sent in to Toronto; next day he 
was astonished to see the man brought back?2 in very inclement weather, and to 
be told that his friends were informed by Dr. Workman that he could not be 
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received unless certain forms were gone through with, the country being put to 
the expense of transporting him back and forward without the desired objects 
being attained. 4 


MR. POWELL, notwithstanding the defence of the institution by the hon. 
member for Haldimand and the hon. member for Montreal, believed that there was a 
strong feeling throughout the length and breadth of the land that the institu- 
tion was managed inefficiently and badly. He did not think there was much of 
that courtesy and amiability eulogized by the member for Montreal, shown by 
Dr. Workman in stating in the public prints or in a document that was produced 
before the Police magistrate, that three medical gentlemen who gave the certifi- 
cate to the woman Ward when (sic) actuated solely by the desire to obtain their 
paltry fee of one pound or one guinea. He thought the Inspector General should 
have come down and asked an appropriation for an additional institution, the 
present one being quite inadequate for the province.?? 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD stated that the Government would lay before the 
House all the papers relating to the management of the institution. The Inspec- 
tor General had brought down the present estimates merely with the view of 
meeting the immediate wants of the Asylum. The Visiting Commissioners had 
represented that it was absolutely indispensable that some provision should be 
made for its expenses. The Government should have answered the appeal of the 
Commissioners at once. But Parliament being immediately about to meet they 
thought it better in accordance with the pledge they had given the House, before 
the adjournment, to delay the appropriation till the money should be provided by 
vote of Parliament. He contended that the management of the Asylum ought not to 
be niggardly, and that it was not now extravagant. The cause of the increase of 
expenditure was to be found in the increased price of provisions. Besides with 
the increase of population there was of course an increase in the number of 
lunatics, and the vote must therefore be an annually increasing one. The only 
comfort was that there would be an annually increasing supply of taxation. As 
to the management, he agreed with the remarks of the honorable member for 
Montreal. He knew that the appointment of Dr. Workman did not meet general 
approval among certain medical gentlemen in Toronto2®, He was admitted to be a 
man of good sound judgment but it was felt that for the Head of such an Institu- 
tion a person of great experience should be chosen. That however, was past, and 
Dr. Workman had been at the head of the Institution for a considerable period, 
and he must say that he (Mr. M.) had carefully studied his reports, and had 
risen from a perusal of them with a very high idea of his qualifications, and he 
believed the country generally was now most favorably impressed with that 
gentleman's capacity. It was no wonder, however, that there were complaints 
against the Institution, when it was remembered that it had three times the 
number of inmates that it ought to have, which of course was not Dr. Workman's 
fault, but ‘the fault of the Legislature. So crowded was the asylum that Dr. W. 
had been obliged to give up his own private apartments to furnish as much 
accommodation as possible for those unfortunate people. As to the case of Eliza 
Ward, they all knew that it must be a very difficult thing to find out in some 
cases whether the insanity was real or feigned. In some instances the only mode 
of detection was by locking up the parties in a cell where they believed they 
were alone, and keeping a continual eye upon them. He was not therefore sur- 
prised that Dr. Workman, who had had such ample opportunities for judging, 
should have arrived at a different conclusion from the other physicians.°/ He 
thought Dr. Workman's judgment was probably the most reliable of the two.28 
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MR. FERRES said the letter to which Mr. Powell alluded was a private one.29 
[He] offered some remarks in vindication of the conduct of Dr. Workman in the 
Eliza Ward case.®0 


DR. CLARKE said he believed Dr. Workman did his duty faithfully; but still 
there existed complaints, which it was the duty of the Government to inquire 
into.6l [He] agreed with some of the previous speakers that there was one 
universal complaint against the management of the Institution, but assigned as a 
reason that more work was given to the medical Superintendent to do than could 
be performed by any one man. 02 


DR. ROLPH said it had been asserted that throughout the length and breadth 
of the land there were heavy complaints against the management of the Asylum. 
He believed the reverse was the case. In making those statements hon. members 
were confounding the complaints which used to be made some time ago with sup- 
posed dissatisfaction now. The time was when the Institution was managed in a 
manner that would have been disgraceful to the darkest age and the journals of 
this House would bear him out in saying so. But hon. gentlemen had no right to 
confound the just imputations against the Institution made in past times with 
what was its condition now. He was pleased to hear the very different and 
generous statements made by the Attorney General, who, instead of chiming in 
with the party feeling that existed in Toronto, had risen to take a view of the 
question as a Statesman and as a man. The hon. member for one of the ridings of 
York (Mr. Gamble) said he had been invited to attend the Asylum to investigate 
its condition. He erred in saying or leading the House to suppose that the 
invitation came from the medical superintendent. No; it came from the Com- 
mis[s]Jioners who wished every member of Parliament within their reach to come 
and see how they did their duty®3, so that the imputation made on the superin- 
tendent on that ground was unfounded.64 But the hon. member said he did not 
attend because he knew that everything would be in its Sunday dress, that every 
corner would be nicely broomed and cleaned, in order that the visitors might be 
deceived. Was that fitting language to be employed in regard to the hon. 
gentlemen discharging the duties of commissioners of the Asylum? When those 
commissioners invited a member of this House to visit the Asylum, was it right 
for him to stand up here and say that there (sic) were influenced in so doing by 
mean and low and corrupt motives, and that instead of desiring a free and full 
investigation, they would conspire together to blind him.®> Such an imputation 
was unworthy of a member of this House.©® But the hon. gentleman mentioned that 
he had been a party to the transmission of an unfortunate lunatic, or supposed 
lunatic, to Toronto, with certain forms supposed to be conclusive as to his 
right of admission, and that the medical superintendent refused him admission, 
because the forms required by law had not been observed. The medical superin- 
tendent was only authorized to admit patients in accordance with the terms of 
the same statute under which he was appointed himself, and in refusing to admit 
a man on any other terms he acted most properly.©/ Did not the hon. Member know 
that, without such precautions as these, men with heads as clear as that of the 
honorable Member for Toronto himself, might be incorcerated (sic) for life.68 
The grossest injustice would be perpetrated if persons could be taken up and 
buried within the walls of a Lunatic Asylum without the forms of law, and he 
(Dr. R.) in framing the statute had taken the greatest pains to prevent the 
possibility of the incarceration of any individual without his being proved a 
lunatic, and without the forms of law being duly observed.©9 Again, alluding to 
an incidental remark of Mr. Gamble, he said that that gentleman seemed to think 
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very little of cleanliness; but did he not know that for want of that cleanli- 
ness, at a period when cholera did not approach within a 100 miles of Toronto, 
eighteen Lunatics’ fell victims’ to that disease in the Asylum. The want of 
proper drainage was the cause of their death. Again, half the cases of insanity 
which occurred might be cured by attention and cleanliness.’/9 Then they were 
told that the medical superintendent had refused to take in a woman who had been 
pronounced by some other medical gentlemen of Toronto to be insane. It had been 
well said by the Attorney General that it was a very difficult thing to detect 
feigned insanity, and there was no good reason why so much blame should have 
been thrown on the medical superintendent, who, after many months watching the 
Manner, aspect, and deportment of this woman, came to the conclusion that she 
was not insane, although certified to be so by other medical gentlemen on a 
cursory examination. The hon. and learned gentleman from Toronto should not 
have allowed his political learning to influence him in giving more weight to 
the testimony of those gentlemen who had only seen the patient for half an hour, 
or perhaps and hour. Would he put such a testimony as that above a testimony 
founded on a careful observation from morning till night for months together? 
It would have been better had little or no notice been taken of the letter which 
led to so much discussion, and which had been sent not as a public document but 
as a confidential letter to the Police Magistrate to prevent frauds being perpe- 
trated by feigned lunatics. One of the gentlemen who signed the certificate, 
Diss Wright, /1 had told him that though he believed her to be mad when he signed 
it, he now thought himself mistaken, and gave as a reason for the probability of 
his being mistaken, the short opportunity he had to form an opinion. /2 He would 
not for a moment have his opinion compared in value with Dr. Workman's judgment 
formed under so much more favorable circumstances. More than that he was told 
that it was a matter of laughter among the servants in the Asylum that this 
woman could have been called mad. With respect to the ability of Dr. Workman 
which had been so much impugned, he must say that no man presented higher 
testimonials to the Government, in applying for the office, than Dr. Workman, 
and although there were applicants from Europe, of highly respectable character, 
he (Dr. R.) was not ashamed to say, however others might feel on the subject, 
that he was disposed to sustain the rising talent of our own country. He did 
not know from what country those had sprung who had thrown out those aspersions 
against Dr. Workman. He did not know whether the hon. and learned gentleman 
from Toronto was a native or a European, but he (Dr. R.) would be the last to 
say that he would not bestow on Canadian birth all that it deserved. /3 


MR. CAMERON, replied to the attacks which had been made on him from both 
sides of the House, in consequence of his having exercised his undoubted privi- 
lege as a member of the ... House to make certain remarks, not by any means in 
an offensive spirit, on the management of the Provincial Asylum, for which the 
Inspector General came down and asked a large amount of money. In consequence 
of those remarks it had fallen to the lot of the hon. gentleman on his left 
(Dr. Rolph) to read him a serious lecture, which came with a peculiarly bad 
grace from that hon. gentleman, whom, if they looked back a few years, they 
would find associated with a Government that on the ground of public notoriety 
alone, had not only censured but actually dismissed public officers from the 
Situations they held. The Coalition Government must certainly have got some- 
thing of the same element, to make the Attorney General forget the light in 
which he used to regard those things. The observations he (Mr. C.) had made 
were of a character so gentle as scarcely to warrant the animadversions which 
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had been passed on him. He had not even used the term mismanagement, but had 
said he hoped the Government would enquire into the management of the Institu- 
tion, which he thought was loudly called for, when they found so large a uumber 
(sic) of the medical men of Toronto concurring in opinion that the person 
discharged from the Lunatic Asylum was really insane, contrary to the opinion of 
the medical superintendent who had discharged her as an impostor, that certainly 
was a matter calling for some observations. Dr. Workman had had a high charac- 
ter given him for humanity, but he did not think he could have a high character 
given him for discretion, and the defence offered by the hon. member for Norfolk 
that the letter was a private one which should not have found its way into the 
public prints, shewed that whatever humanity he might have, he was at all events 
wanting in discretion. If he were to follow Dr. Rolph in his line of remark, he 
might speak of the large number of ap[p]licants for the situation who produced 
testimonials of the highest possible character, and though he was not a Know 
Nothing, though he was not a native Canadians (sic), having had the honour of 
being born in France, and not one of that order who it appeared were in future 
to have all the places of emolument and honour--yet he readily agreed with the 
hon. gentlemen (sic) that those who had been born and brought up and received 
their education, in this country, other things being equal, were entitled to the 
consideration of those who had offices to confer. He would not have objected, 
therefore to Dr. Workman's appointment on that ground had he been as competent 
as the other applicants./4 


MR. BELLINGHAM made a few remarks in vindication of Dr. Workman. 79 


MR. HINCKS said the House had been driven away from the immediate subject in 
hand. The member for Haldimand had stated that the Post Office was built with 
the funds raised for the Lunatic Asylum. The Inspector General had shown how 
absurd such a statement was. He found that the belief prevailed in Upper Canada 
that the Lunatic Asylum tax went into the Consolidated Revenue Fund. This was 
absurd. The money which was raised by a special tax for the Lunatic Asylum was 
appropriated exclusively to liquidate the building expenses of the Institu- 
tion./6 Afterwards when other buildings were required in Upper Canada, it was 
extended to them, that being thought better than to create several funds, dis- 
tinct from each other.’’ Not a farthing of it was appropriated to the mainte- 
nance of the inmates of the Institution. For that purpose an appropriation was 
made from the Consolidated Revenue Fund./8 


MR. MACKENZIE wished to know how it was that while the public money was 
appropriated for building a Normal School in Montreal, the Normal School in 
Toronto was built with the local moneys, nominally raised for the Lunatic 
Asylum. /9 


MR. HINCKS.--The Formal (sic) School in Lower Canada is to be built from the 
Jesuits Estates' Fund--which was as much a local fund as the Lunatic Asylum tax 
in Upper Canada. And he did believe that if the sums were examined which have 
been appropriated from the Consolidated Revenue Fund for local purposes in both 
sections of the Province, it would be found that the appropriations were made on 
a fair principle. With regard to the immediate question before the House, he 
thought that the Parliament, and perhaps the Government had not done its duty to 
the Lunatic Asylum--There had not been a sufficient allowance made by the Gov- 
ernment for the increased expenditure which was necessitated in effecting such 
improvements as Dr. Workman had introduced. The Government had brought a very 
strong pressure to bear upon the Commissioners of the Lunatic Asylum, and the 
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Government was probably to blame for the improvements not being introduced by 
those who had the management of the Institution before Dr. Workman's appoint- 
ment. He did not mean by this that great credit was not due to that gentleman, 
but he wished to point out what share of blame might attach to the Government.80 
The hon. member for Norfolk, however, if he understood him rightly, had made a 
curious blunder in speaking of Dr. Workman as a native Canadian, the fact being 
that Dr. W. and his brothers came from the County Down, the same district as he 
(Mr. H.) came from, and if he was not mistaken had arrived in Canada some time 
ancer, her did..)He (Mrz o.) was not a native Canadian, but his feelings as a 
Canadian were as strong as those of any man born in Canada, whether of British 
or of French origin. But he did not consider that the question of native 
CanadLanismeshoukdmeome wp am iconnection with a matter of this sort. “With 
regard to the selection of the Superintend[ent] ... habitants of the country, to 
whom it was a matter of little importance whether the patronage of an office was 
given to a Canadian but a matter of infinite importance that Canadians who had 
the misfortune to be sent to the Asylum should have the best possible advice and 
attendance. (Hear, hear.) Allusion had been made to Dr. Workman's having been 
a hardware merchant, as if from that he had turned to the Medical Profession. 
The fact was, however, that he was originally educated as a Medical man, was a 
distinguished student in the College at Montreal, and took his degree there as a 
Medical man. Owing to circumstances of a private character, unnecessary to be 
mentioned, he embarked for some time in commercial life, and as a commercial man 
greatly distinguished himself. He afterwards resumed his profession and prac- 
tised for some time before he was appointed to the Lunatic Asylum.81 He would 
take occasion to refer to a subject which he had perhaps less delicacy in 
alluding to than when he occupied a seat on the Treasury benches.82 The hon. 
gentleman concluded by expressing his opinion, that the best system for such 
Institutions was that which prevailed in Massachusetts and other States, the 
Lunatics and parties going into hospitals being supported either by their own 
friends, when able to support them, or by the municipality from which they came. 
He was free to admit that that was not as yet practicable, particularly as in 
Lower Canada the municipal system was not yet fairly wrought out--they could not 
have every thing in perfection at once, but he would look forward to the gradual 
improvement of the system.83 


The House then divided on the motion to go into Committee®4. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY moved that the sum of £14,000 be granted to Her 
Majesty for the support of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum in Canada West, being 
£1640 14 6 for the unprovided expenditure of 1854, and £12,359 5 6 for the year 
1855. The hon. gentleman gave some details as to how these figures were made 
up, and8) made a statement of the financial condition of the Asylum. The 
quarterly warrants for 1854 were as follows:-- 
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It was sufficient to account for the increased expenditure that every sort 
of provisions had risen in value during the year. The following statement of 
the expenses of Asylums in different States in 1853, will show that the expendi- 
ture of the Asylum in Toronto, so far from being extravagant, was much less than 
Chatty OLwany Simi vane institutLon:— 
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No. Patients. Expenditure. each patient. 
Hartford, 178 SSS OI SI88n33 
Pennsylvania, 229 5).3) 5 (OVAA BEyi 5 (ys) 
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Butler, 136 235590 188.16 
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The total amount of Debentures which have been issued on account of the 
Lunatic Asylum, are as follows: 
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On account of this balance there 1s 4 ‘credit, of 219,124 10s, 440.3, and, for, the 
redemption of additional debentures issued under the Upper Canada Building Act, 
ial 2 
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Total debentures aren 230) 0) (0) 


Out of the proceeds of the £30,000, there have been paid for building 
purposes £28,168 18s. 6d. There is to the credit of the funds arising from 
Lunatic Asylum assessment £19,124,86 


The motion was granted without discussion. 8/ 


(621) 

The Honorable Mr. Cayley moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Macdonald, and the Questton being put, That this House will tmmedtately 
resolve ttself into a Committee to take into constderatton the Message of His 
Excellency the Governor General transmitting to this House an Estimate of the 
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sums requtred for the maintenance of the Provinetal Lunatic Asylum at Toronto, 
for the past and present years, and that the satd Estimate be referred to the 
satd Committee; the House divided: and the names being called for, they were 
taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS . 
Messteurs Aikins, Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Blanchet, Cameron, Casault, 


Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chapats, Chisholm, Church, Cooke, Cook, Jean B. Daoust, 
Detong, Desaulnters, Dionne, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, ‘Dufresne, 
Felton, Fergusson, Ferres, Ferrte, Flint, Foley, Thomas Fortter, Octave C. 
Fortier, Fournier, Frazer, Galt, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Guévremont, Hartman, 
Hineks, Holton, Jackson, Labelle, Laporte, LeBoutillter, Lemieux, Lumsden, 
Maebeth, John S. Macdonald, Attorney General Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, 
Mackenzte, Str AN. MacNab, McCann, Masson, Matttce, Meagher, Munro, Murney, 
Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Pouliot, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Rolph, Soltettor 
General Ross, Sanborn, Scatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, 


Southwick, Spence, Taché, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Wright, and Young.--(79.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Bourassa, Bureau, Darche, Jean B.E. Dorton, Jobin, Laberge, 
Marehildon, Prévost, and Valots.--(9.) Rin 
So tt was resolved in the Afftrmative. 
The House accordingly resolved itself tnto the said Committee; and after 


(622) : 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Bellingham 
reported, That the Committee had come to a Resolutton. 

Ordered, That the Report be recetved on Monday next. 



































MR. FERRES, moved for certain papers relating to the contract of Messrs. 
McLean and McLarty. He had moved for some documents on the subject last £a1188, 
The reason of its (sic) not being forthcoming did not lie with the Government 
but with the Contractors who had treated the order with indignity.89 As those 
interested in giving them, or in witholding them, had not given them, he was now 
obliged to move for such papers as were at the disposal of the government. He 
had heard from outside report that there was a partner of the firm claiming to 
have the contract in this country during the winter, but he did not know it in 
an authoritative way until that morning, when he had a pamphlet signed 
Rea amones Dut into his hands, That pamphlet undertook to controvert, the 
statement of the late commissioner of Public Works in his report; but he under- 
stood that that gentleman was not the authorized agent of the Company, and 
therefore he did not know whether his statements were official or not.29 


MR. CHABOT then confirmed Mr. Ferres' statement as to the refusal of the 
contractors to furnish the information asked by a former motion in Parliament.?! 
[He] desired nothing more than to have the papers sent down in order that it 
might be seen whether his report was or was not borne out by the facts. It 
could not be pretended that the contract had been fulfilled, perhaps however 
they might justify themselves so as to entitle them to the favour of the house. 
He was in favour of a steam route--even a weekly one, and thought the straits of 
Belleisle the shortest passage. 22 


MR. YOUNG felt that the gentlemen who had the contract were entitled to 
every consideration from the House. But for them the line would never have been 
established. It must be remembered that without assistance it was impossible to 


1971 


have a line of steamers to the St. Lawrence while aid was granted in very large 
sums to lines running to Boston and New York. However, this company had, at 
least, shown that steamers could come to the St. Lawrence, especially through 
the straits of Belleisle, in less time than they could go to New York, and 
knowing the difficulties they had to contend with, he repeated they ought to 
meet with the msot (sic) liberal treatment. Notwithstanding the obstruction of 
our river by ice, he had no doubt that owing to the early breaking up of the ice 
on the Lakes as compared with the New York Canals, that the St. Lawrence would 
yet be found the best spring route to the west.23 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY stated that it being evident the contractors had not 
fulfilled their contract, the contract was, therefore, at an end. The Govern- 
ment were now making enquiries as to the best conditions to result in a new 
contract, and when they were satisfied as to that they would submit their plans 
to the House.?4 


MR. YOUNG said it was of great importance that the trips should not be 
discontinued. 2° 


DR. MCDONALD urged that the whole country was dissatisfied with the non- 
compliance of the contractors with the terms of their bargain. He was therefore 
glad that the government would not deal with the gentleman who the member for 
Missisquoi said was unauthorized, and it would therefore not give the company a 
compensation for the failure to perform their contract. He was also glad that 
they meant to submit the documents to the House before deciding what to do, 
instead of deciding first and then forcing a vote. 26 


CAPT. RHODES urged liberality to the contractors. He had come out in one of 
their vessels and was proud, as a Canadian, at being able to do so. They had 
many difficulties to encounter and less payment than other lines with less 
difficulty.?/ 


MR. GALT said that he thought the hon. member for East Missisquoi had gone 
too far in saying the gentleman at present in this Province, (Mr. Lamont,) had 
no power to treat for the firm of contractors. He understood he brought a 
letter of introduction to the Premier from the President of the Company. He 
understood he only asked payment for services performed. 28 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said the gentleman was no doubt possessed of the views 
of the Company, but he brought no credentials authorizing him to bind them, or 
to authorize him to receive money on their behalf.99 


MR. FERRES would be glad to support all similar enterprises, and when a 
proposition for this mail service, in which he could have confidence was laid 
before the House, it should have his hearty support. He was prepared to hear 
his hon. friend from Montreal support the firm with which he had himself con- 
tracted, but he was not prepared to hear him go so far as to assert that without 
them the service would not have been undertaken at all. The fact was, the 
giving of the contract to the Company had had the effect of preventing the 
earlier establishment of other more effective lines, and this was one of the 
evils of always accepting the lowest tender. In this case it had deprived other 
parties on this side of the ... ocean who, he understood were ready to under- 
take the contract, of the benefits arising from it, and the country of the 
benefit of their more efficient services. He appealed to the hon. member for 
Renfrew to state, if it was not the case, that other parties had made offers on 
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the subject who were likely to have conducted the service efficiently. This 
company had failed in its contract and treated the demand of the House contemp- 
tuously. Not being a resident here, nor having a responsible agent here that he 
knew of, they could not compel them to give it as if they were resident here. 
If they were misrepresented in any respect in the course of that discussion they 
had themselves to thank for it, for not giving correct information. He believed 
the Company as now organized, had exerted themselves to fulfil their contract, 
but the original contractors never were in a position to do so, and only took 
the contract on speculation to make money by its transfer to others, !00 


MR. YOUNG had heard shortly after the contract was given out that the 
CONELACEOES could not iultal thein contact; and were without means to fit out 
their vessels, but he had found the statement to be unfounded and had contra- 
dicted it then. He had traced it, he was sorry to say, to one of those who had 
unsuccessfully tendered for the contract. They owned the Cleopatra at the time 
the contract was entered into. It had been complained that the vessels were not 
of the contract size, the Cleopatra among the rest. Now, that was the model 
vessel in the dimensions of which the contract had been framed, and three of the 
vessels had been taken up by the British Government, as of the contract 
size!Ol [oR] at the contract price.!02 


MR. HINCKS would not have spoken at all, as he thought this not the proper 
stage to discuss the matter, but for the appeal to him of the Hon. member for 
East Missisquoi. He had no doubt that the present Company was strong enough to 
carry out the contract, and no doubt that the gentleman alluded to as now in 
this country, properly represented their views. As to his legal power to 
contract, that was for the government to determine. No stigma, he thought, was 
to be attached to the firm who first contracted, because they were not able, 
single handed, to execute the contract. They were in the same position as 
Messrs. Jackson & Co., who contracted for the Grand Trunk Railway, who never 
pretended that they could build that road with their own means, but were to lay 
the scheme before the public of England to raise means. As for other parties 
offering, it was true that something was said on behalf of a highly responsible 
party, and a bonus of £10,000 talked of, but that was long before the time 
tenders were issued, and times had greatly altered in the interim. But the 
difficulty the government had to contend with now, as he conceived, was this: 
that two lines had been established by the enterprise of certain persons in 
Montreal and elsewhere, and boats building to perform voyages without bonus, 
which the present contractors were getting a bonus for, and the Company to which 
the contract had been transferred were not prepared to execute it without an 
increased bonus. In such a matter it would be for government to decide, after 
careful deliberation, what course it was prepared to recommend, and he was quite 
willing to leave it to their judgment.193 


The address was then agreed to, 104 
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On motton of Mr. Ferres, seconded by Mr. Sanborn, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to direct to be laid before 
thts House, coptes of all Correspondence between the Government and Messteurs 
McKean and McLarty or their Agents, relative to their Contract for Steam service 
to England, and such other documents as may be necessary to show to this House 
the present posttton of the matter. 
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Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Councetl of this Province. 


Ordered, That Mr. Valois have leave to bring in a Bill to amend and regulate 
the General Clauses relating to Railways. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Wednesday next. 


Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petttton complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the 
County of Montmagny, informed the House, That James Ross and John P. Crysler, 
Esquires, Members of the Committee, were not present within one hour after the 
time appotnted for the meeting of the satd Committee, thts day. 








The Order of the House of yesterday, for the attendance of John Willitam 
Gamble, Esquire, in his place in this House this day, being read;--And 
Mr. Gamble attending in his place; 

Ordered, That the 84th Sectton of "The Electton Pettttons Act of 1851" be 
now read:--And the same being read; 

Ordered, That John Willtam Gamble, Esqutre, being a Member of the Select 
Committee appointed to try and determine the matter of the Petition complaining 
of an undue Election and Return for the East Riding of the County of Brant, and 
not having been present within one hour after the time appointed for the meeting 
of the Committee, yesterday, be taken into the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms 
attending thts House, for such neglect of duty. 

The Serjeant-at-Arms attending thts House, informed the House, that he had 
taken John Willtam Gamble, Esquire, tnto hits custody. 

Whereupon, the Honorable Mr. Cameron acquatnted the House, that he was 
destred by Mr. Gamble to state, That he left Toronto en route for Quebec, on the 
morning of Monday last, being suffictently early under ordinary circumstances to 
secure hts arrtval at the latter place in time to attend the sitting of the satd 
Committee on Thursday the first day of Mareh; that he was delayed on the way by 
the inelemency of the weather and severe snow drifts, by which the Railroad 
trains were prevented from keeping their usual time, and thus rendered tt tmpos- 
stble for him to reach Quebec in season to attend the sttting of the satd Com- 
mittee; and the same having been vertfted upon Oath by Mr. Gamble; 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Cameron, seconded by Mr. Crawford, 

Ordered, That John William Gamble, Esquire be discharged out of custody, 
without payment of Fees. 

















The Order of the day for taking into consideration the Reasons of absence of 


(623) 
such Members as were not present at the Call of the House on Friday the twenty- 
seventh day of October last, betng read; 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH moved to discharge it.!05 


MR. HOLTON.--Je crois que cet appel nominal avait été fait sur la question 
du Conseil Législatif, et puisqu'on veut le décharger du réle, je suppose que le 
gouvernement a l'intention de faire un nouvel appel, la question n'étant pas 
encore réglée. Le gouvernement voudra bien sans doute nous donner quelques 
nouvelles explications 4a ce sujet.l06 
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MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--I1 n'y a aucune nouvelle explication A donner, et 
je demande de décharger l'ordre du jour, seulement parce qu'il est maintenant 
inutile d'y donner suite, et parce que l'autre ordre du jour semblable, relati- 
vement a la question du siége du gouvernement, a été déchargé.!97 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD said the call was for the Legislative Council Bi11.108 


MR. MACKENZIE.--L'administration précédente avait un bill tout préparé pour 
rendre le Conseil Législatif Electif, et cependant voici l'hon. membre pour 
Verchéres, M. Cartier, qui dit expressément qu'il voulait absolument que les 
membres du conseil législatif possédassent une qualification fonciére de £2,000 
au moins. Et pourtant on vient nous dire gravement qu'il n'y a eu aucun change- 
ment de principes dans la formation de la nouvelle administration. Si cela 
n'est pas un changement de principes, qu'est-ce donc?109 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER.--Je ne puis permettre la discussion sur ce sujet 4a 
présent, !10 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--J'espére que M. 1'Orateur me permettra de répondre 
un mot a l'hon. membre pour Haldimand, et ce mot servira d'explications. L'hon. 
membre affecte de douter de la sincérité du gouvernement sur la question du 
conseil législatif comme il en a douté sur les questions des Réserves, de la 
Tenure Seigneuriale, etc. Je lui dirai donc que le gouvernement n'a pas du tout 
l'intention de laisser tomber le bill pour rendre le Conseil Législatif Electif, 
Maule, dl dl presentera unm bill sur ce sujet qui, je l°espére, satisfera les 
membres de toutes les parties de la chambre ainsi que le pays. L'hon. membre 
affecte de tenir beaucoup a cette question, ainsi que les autres membres de 
Wautee core de la chambre, mais il est clair que ce qu ils en font n'est que 
dans le but de renverser la machine qu'on appelle le gouvernement.!11 He hoped 
they would give it that earnest consideration and cordial support which, as 
reformers, would be expected from them. !12 


MR. MACKENZIE.--The sooner you give it the sooner I can vote for it.113 
MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Oh! vous avez encore le tems.!14 


(623) 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be dtscharged. 


A Bill to incorporate the Educational and Evangelical Soctety established at 
La Grande Ligne, in the District of Montreal, was, according to Order, read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to tncorporate 
the Evangelical Society established at La Grande Ligne, in the District of 
Montreal, for the purposes of Education and Religious Instruction." 

Ordered, That Mr. DeWitt do carry the Bill to the Legislative Council, and 
destre thetr coneurrence. 





A Bill to repeal so much of any Law in force tn Lower Canada as authorizes 
the sale of any property by the authority of Justice on Sundays, was, according 
to Order, read the third time. 

Resolved, That the Btll do pass, and the Title be, "An Act to amend so much 
of any Law in force tn Lower Canada, as authorizes the sale of any property by 
the authortty of Justice on Sundays." 

Ordered, That Mr. DeWitt do carry the Bill to the Legislattve Counctl, and 
desire thetr coneurrence. 
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A motion for adjournment being put,-- 

MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB took the opportunity to state that he was pre- 
pared on the part of the government to introduce a Militia Bill, but thought it 
better to give time for an examination of the report of the Commissioners on 
which it was based, by the public, and in discussion by the press. For that 
purpose the xseport ‘had been’ laid on the table of “the House at the earlile]lst 
possible moment.!15 11 annonce en méme tems que le gouvernement acceptera avec 
plaisir toute suggestion de la part des membres a ce sujet, afin qu'il puisse 
préparer un bill qui conviendra a tout le monde, 116 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD said that he thought Government should be prepared to lay 
their measure before Parliament and have it discussed afterwards. With regard 
to the report, he was happy to say, while reserving his opinion with regard to 
the suggestions contained in it, that it was most ably drawn and so clearly 
expressed that he who runs might read.!17 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY announced that he had just received a telegraphic com- 
munication from Washington announcing the passage of the Return of Duties Bill 
in connection with the Re[ci]procity treaty!18, 


(6235) 
Then, on motton of Mr. Thomas Fortter, seconded by Mr. Mattice, 
The House adjourned unttl Monday next. 


APPENDIX: 2 MARCH 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR BILL TO AMEND THE JUDICATURE ACT OF LOWER CANADA. ] 


MR. C. DAOUST (Beauharnais) [donne avis que] mardi prochain [il fera motion 
pour un] Bill pour amender l'acte de judicature au Bas-Canada.!19 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BiLLe TO! ESTABLISH A REGISTRY OFFICE IN 
BEAUHARNOLS. ] 


MR. C. DAOUST (Beauharnais) [donne avis que] mardi prochain [il fera motion 
pour un] Bill pour établir un bureau d'enregistrement dans la municipalité No. 1 
du comté de Beauharnais.!20 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO ABOLISH POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS. ] 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE [donne avis que] vendredi prochain [il fera motion 
DOUrE aN) BAL pour (abolition des frais deport sur lespapiers nouvelles, 
et pour d'autres objets se rattachant a l'administration du département des 
postes.!21 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: SEIGNIORIAL TENURE BILL. ] 


MR. POULIOT [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il] proposera qu'il lui soit 
permis d'introduire un bill intitulé: "Acte pour amender l'acte seigneurial de 
1854, et étendre certaines dispositions du dit acte a la seigneurie de 
Lauzon, "122 


[NOTICE OF MOTION: THAT JURORS IN CRIMINAL CASES BE PAID BY STATE AND 
AN ADDRESS RE: THE SAME. ] 


MR. TURCOTTE [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il] proposera de résoudre 
comme étant d'opinion de cette chambre: 

1. Que tous les frais de l'administration de la justice non payés par les 
parties doivent é6tre supportés par l'état et que tout individu non rétribué 
autrement, et dont les services sont requis par la loi pour la due administra- 
tion de la justice, tels que les jurés en matiére de juridiction criminelle, 
doit 6tre rétribué ou indemnisé par 1'état pour tels services, a méme les der- 
miers (sic) publics. 

2. Qu'il soit présenté une humble adresse a son excellence, le priant de 
vouloir bien recommander a cette chambre d'approprier telle partie ou montant 
Gespadieruberns (sic) publics de cette province que son excellence ¢roira suffi- 
sable (sic) pour mettre a effet le principe énoncé en une résolution précédente, 
relativement au paiement des jurés en matiére de juridiction criminelle.!23 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS ORDERING DOCUMENTS RE: CERTAIN LANDS 
IN ORFORD GRANTED TO HEIRS OF W.B. FELTON. ] 


MR. J. DORION (Drummond et Arthabaska) [donne avis que] mercredi prochain 
[il fera motion pour une] adresse demandant copie de tous papiers, documents, 
correspondances et rapports du protonotaire de la cour supérieure pour le dis- 
trict de St. Francois, relativement aux poursuites ou informations portées par 
le procureur-général de sa majesté pour. l'annulation de patentes donnant droit 
a des terres dans le township d'Oxford (sic), accordées aux héritiers de feu 
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WONT 


Ll'honorable William Bowman Felton, et de tous papiers, documents et correspon- 
dances relativement a la remise au gouvernement, ou a la vente, ou exposition en 
vente par qui que ce soit, des lots ou d'aucun des lots de terres qui suivent, 
dans le township d'Oxford (sic) dans le district de St. Francois:-- 
Lots -L65 sl 75) isis) ho 20), “danse lenGée cane. 

se 16, 17, 26, > h0.920, 2a) dans les 7errange: 

* 16,. Lyyete, 19, 20,9) 21, danse le*Se-xane. 

" s 16g 017 RLS eho, 2078 215 Udans le i18é ‘fang )424 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BILL.] 


MR. FOLEY [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il demandera] si le ministére se 
propose de procéder avec son bill pour rendre le conseil législatif électif, ou 
de changer la constitution de ce corps.125 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: SEPARATE SCHOOLS IN UPPER CANADA.] 


MR. FOLEY [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il demandera] si le ministére se 
propose d'introduire, durant cette session, quelque mesure pour la meilleure 
direction ou lL'abolition des écoles séparées dans le Haut-Canada.!26 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: GRANT TO COMMON SHOOLS. ] 


MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) demande si c'est l'intention du ministére d'aug- 
menter l'aide provinciale pour le soutien des écoles communes pour l'année 1855, 
et si.c'est le cas, dans quelle proportion?!2/ 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY répond que telle est l'intention du ministére, mais 
qu'il n'y a encore rien de décidé quant a la proportion de l'augmen[ta]tion.!28 
The amount would be stated in the estimates which would shortly be sent down. 29 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ELECTIVE MAGISTRATES. ] 


MR. LABERGE demande au ministére, si c'est son intention de proposer une 
mesure, soit pour rendre les juges de paix électifs directement par le peuple, 
ou soit pour pourvoir a ce qu'ils soient nommés par le gouvernement, seulement 
sur pétition des électeurs de chaque localité a cet effet.130 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND répond que le gouvernement n'a aucune mesure de ce 
genre a proposer.31 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: TUG BOATS BELOW QUEBEC. ] 


MR. GALT demande au ministére si c'est son intention d'offrir au concours 
public l'établissement d'une ligne de vaisseaux remorqueurs en bas de Québec 
pour la saison de 1855,132 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX répond qu'il y a déja un contrat de fait avec 
M. Baby depuis dix-huit mois, mais que le gouvernement soumettra a la chambre 
des modifications a ce contrat.!33 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BRIDGE OVER DELISLE RIVER. ] 


DR. MASSON demande au ministére si l'intention du gouvernement est de répa- 
rer ou reconstruire le pont de la riviére Delisle, ci-devant bati par les 
autorités militaires prés du fort du Céteau du Lac.134 
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MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX répond que le gouvernement n'a pas l'intention 
de le faire.!35 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BRIDGE OVER RIVIERE ROUGE IN GRENVILLE. ] 


MR. BELLINGHAM [asked] whether it was the intention of the Ministry to 
fulfil the intentions of a Committee of the House of Assembly of Lower Canada, 
expressed in a report in the Session of 1832, to devote £1,240 to bridging of 
the Red River in the township of Grenville.!36 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX said the Government could not base any motion on 
that report but consider the case on its own merits.13/ 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BRIDGE OVER RIVIERE DU NORD.] 


[MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX] also made a similar answer to a similar ques- 
tion from the same gentleman [Mr. Bellingham], respecting an appropriation by 
the same House of Assembly, in 1834, of £400, for a bridge over the river Du 
nord, at the top of the Sault rapids, above the Mills of La Chute in the Sei- 
gnory of Argenteuil.!38 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: MILITIA CLAIMS. ] 


MR. LABERGE demande au gouvernement, si c'est son intention de proposer 
l'appropriation de quelque somme d'argent pour payer les réclamations des mili- 
ciens qui n'ont pas encore été payés; ou si ces miliciens ne doivent rien atten- 
dre du gouvernement actuel?139 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON répond qu'il y avait une loi pour cet objet, mais 
aque cette 101 est mMasntenant expirees--que les miliciens qui ont f£il€é (sic) 
leurs réclamations avant l'expiration de la loi seront payés, mais que ceux qui 
ne l'ont pas fait ne le seront pas.140 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS.] 


MR. GALT, seconded by MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) moved that the Honour- 
able Mr. Cauchon be added to the committee on Public Lands. The mover explained 
that the object of the motion was to substitute on the committee the present for 
the late Commissioner of Crown Lands (Mr. Morin.)!41 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON declined being placed on the committee. He 
did not wish to be put in the position of a judge on the conduct of hiw own 
department.! 


After some conversation, the motion was withdrawn. 143 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: PATRIOTIC FUND.] 


CAPT. RHODES moved that the Provincial Secretary be requested to report to 
this House the different sums of money contributed in this province towards the 
Patriotic Fund, specifying the different localities where money has been raised, 
and whether such amounts are the result of private charity or otherwise. de 
stated that his object was to ascertain how much had been voted by municipal- 
ities, and how much had been contributed by what he conceived to be the better 
mode of voluntary subscriptions.!4 
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MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB hoped the honorable gentleman would withdraw his 
motion, firstly, because the information could not be furnished, the Provin- 
cial Secretary not being in possession of it, and, secondly, because the sub- 
scriptions throughout the province were not yet completed, but were still in 
progress. 145 


The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 146 


FOOTNOTES: 2 MARCH 1855. 
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(623) 
MR. SPEAKER laid before the House, Accounts of the Supervisor of Cullers for 
the year 1854, pursuant to the directions of the Act 8 Vite. cap. 49. 
For the satd Accounts, see Appendix (U.) 


And also, Statement of the affairs of the Trafalgar, Esquesing and Eric Road 
Company, to 31st of December, 1854. 
For the said Statement, see Appendix (F.F.) 


The Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House, informed the House, that he had 
been unable to comply wtth the Order of the House of Thursday last, for taking 
into his custody James Ross and John P. Crysler, Esquires, in consequence of 
thetr absence from this City. i 








The following Petittons were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Chureh,--The Petttton of Alexander McCrea and others, of the District 
of Johnstown. 

By Mr. Charles Daoust,--The Petition of Robert Simpson, Esquire, and others, 
of the County of Argenteutl. 

By Mr. Southwtck,--The Petition of Jesse Kipp and others, of Sparta and its 
vtetnity; and the Petttton of the Port Bruce Harbour Company. 

By Mr. Bureau,--The Petition of the Reverend F. Rochette and others, of the 
Partsh of Lacolle, County of St. John's. i. 


(624) 
By Mr. Dionne,--The Petition of the Reverend J. Bte. Gagnon and others, of 
the Parishes of St. George de Kakouna and St. Jean Baptiste de L'Isle Verte. 











Townshtp of Esquestng. 

By Mr. Foley,--The Petition of Messteurs J.H. Jones and Company, and others, 
of the Village of Vienna and of Port Burwell, Merchants and Traders; and the 
Petitton of the Reverend Richard Whitwell and others, of the Village of 
Philipsburg. 

By Mr. Holton,--The Petition of the Sherbrooke Library Association and 
Mechantes' Instttute. 

By Mr. Jackson,--The Petition of the Reverend John Lacey, Prestdent, and 
Willtam Lawson, Secretary, in behalf of the Primitive Methodtst Church tn 
Canada, tin annual Conference assembled. 

By Mr. Lyon,--The Petition of Osgood Division, No. 35, of the Order of the 
Sons of Temperance. 

By Mr. Ferres,--The Petttton of Firmin Perrin, of Berthtier; and the Petittton 
of Sheldon Wells and others, of Farnham, and other Townships, County of 
Shef ford. 

By Mr. Thomas Fortier,--The Petition of Phelitx Kternan and others, of the 
Parish of Ste. Monique and other places. 

By Mr. Turcotte,--The Petition of the Reverend L. Aubry and others, of the 
Parish of St. Léon and other places. 

By Mr. Bureau,--The Petition of Patrick Sloan and others, of the County of 
Napterville. 

By Mr. Darche,--The Petttion of Joseph Massé and others, of the Parish of 
Chambly, County of Chambly, Censttatres. 

By Mr. Felton,--The Petition of the Reverend G.L.E. Duhault and others, of 
the Townshtp of Wotton, County of Wolfe. 
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By Mr. Brodeur,--The Petition of M.D.M. Lapterre, Esquire, Notary Public, of 
St. Hugues de Ramsay, County of Bagot. 
By Mr. Frazer,--The Petition of the Reverend Alexander Stanley and others, 
of the Village of Thorold. 

By the Honorable Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Joseph Hamel and others, of 
the County of Quebec. 

By the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab,--The Petitton of the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the City of Hamilton. 

By Mr. Powell,--The Petitton of Henry Clark Grant and others, of the Town- 
shtp of Marlborough, County of Carleton. 

By Mr. Alleyn,--The Petition of Messieurs Babineau and Gaudry, and others, 
Merchants, and others interested in the Trade and Navigatton of the River 
St. Lawrence. 
By Mr. Poultot,--The Petition of J.M. Hudon, of St. Louts de Kamouraska, 
Esqutre, Advocate. Moby aa 

By Mr. Chapats,--The Petttion of Jean Thomas Béchard, of ot. Lowis,de 
Kamouraska, Esquire, Notary; and the Pettttion of Florence DeGutse, Octave Dupuy 
and Philtppe Gauvreau, of the Parishes of Ste. Anne de la Pocattére and Mont 
Carmel, and of the Townshtp of Ixworth. a eek ae ieee 9 























Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Pettttons were read:-- 
Of Aaron Oliphant and others, of the Counties of Halton, Peel and York; and 
of Thompson Smith and others, of the Counttes of Halton, Peel and York; praying 
for the passing of a Law to protect their property, which extends to the waters 
of Lake Ontario, from injury. 

Of Alexander Brown and others, of the Townshtp of Esquesing, County of 
Halton; of Thomas Locker, Reeve, and others, of the Townshtp of Malahtde; of 


(625) 
Robert G. Garner and others, of the Townshtp of Malahtde; of Jonathan Fulford 
and others, of the County of Leeds, members of the East Brant Divitston, No. 387, 
of the Order of the Sons of Temperance; and of Frederick Belfoy and others, of 
the Town of Prescott; praying for the passing of a Prohtbttory Liquor Law. 

Of the Muntetpaltty of the Village of Caledonta; praying for amendments to 
the Muytetpal, Ace 10 Vie. cap. 161, (see. (23. 

Of S.J. LeBlane, of La Bate du Febvre, Teacher; praying for a penston in 
consideration of his long services as a School Teacher. 

Of Antotne Guay, of the Partsh of Malbate, yeoman; of Louts Lavote, of the 
Partsh of Les Eboulements, Notary; and of John McLaren, of the Partsh of 
St. Fidéle, County of Saguenay; praying that they may be discharged from the 
custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms. 

Of Alfred A. Baker and others, Clerks of Diviston Courts in the County of 
Wellington; praying for an alteration in the Tariff of Fees. 

Of Stdney W. Gillett, of the Town of Constable, State of New York, Merchant, 
setting forth; that in 1842, he became the Assignee of a Contract entered into 
by Augustus Martin, of Constable, for the construction of a Bridge over the 
South Hast Channel of the Chateauguay Rtver, and certain Roads, tn pursuance of 
a By-Law of the Council of the then Muntetpal District of Beauharnois,--that on 
the 11th May, 1854, the satd work was accepted and received by the proper 
Muntetpal Offteers as finished, and has since then been used by the Publtc, but 
that he has not received the stipulated sum for the satd work; and praying that 
he may be authorized to sue the present Munictpal authorities to obtain the 
amount of hts clatm. 
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Of the Reverend F.xX. Delage and others, School Commissioners, and others, of 
the Muntctpality of the Parish of L'Islet; praying for an aid in behalf of a 
Female Educational Establishment in the satd Partsh. 

Of the Reverend Antoine Gosselin and others, of the Island of Orleans and 
other places; praying atd for the construction of a Wharf. 

Of Thomas Williams, Trustee, and others, Members of the First Colored 
Calvinist Bapttst Church of Toronto; praying for the passing of an Act to 
authorize certain alterations in thetr Deed of Trust for the management of the 
affairs of satd Church. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Montreal, and others, Trustees of 
the Diocesan School at St. John's, Lower Canada; praying for an aid in behalf of 
the satd School. 

Of Jacques Viger, Esqutre, President, and the Very Reverend A.F. Truteau, 
Secretary, on behalf of the Association of the School of St. Jacques, Montreal; 
praying for an additional aid in behalf of the satd School. 

Of D0. Tatughes, \Chairman, in behalf of the Board of Trustees of the 
St. Thomas County Grammar School, of the County of Elgin, setting forth; that 
they are in possession of a certain parcel of land surrendered to the Crown by 
Hereules Burwell, of London, Upper Canada, Esquire, which surrender, they are 
informed, has never been formally accepted, nor the trust intended to be created 
ever assumed by the Crown; and praying for an Act to declare the said land to be 
vested in the Board of Trustees of the St. Thomas County Grammar School, with 
power to sell, convey, or lease the same, to procure funds for the purchase of a 
more commodtous site for a School. 

Of Sister Jauron, Supertor, and others, Sisters of Chartty in charge of the 
Hétel-Dieu Hospital of St. Hyacinthe; praying for atd in behalf of the said 
Hospttal. aid 

Of C.H. Appleton and others, of Aurora, setting forth; that an extra Toll- 


gate has been placed on Yonge Street, about half-a-mile from the Village of 
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Aurora, and only a mtle and three-quarters from an old established Toll-gate, at 
both of which Tolls are collected; and praying for the removal of the said extra 
VOLL=GaLe: 

Of the Provisional Municipal Counctl of the County of Welland; of the 
Munictpality of the Village of Thorold; of the Munictpality of the Township of 
Thorold; of the Municipality of the Townshtp of Wainfleet; of the Munictpality 
of the Township of Humberstone; and of the Muntectpality of the Township of 
Pelham; praying for the construction of a Braneh Canal or Lateral Cube from the 
Village of Thorold to the north of the Niagara River, at or near the Town of 
Niagara. 

Of the Reverend Ambroise Giroux, of the Parish of St. Benoit, District of 
Montreal; representing that the Sisters of Charity have erected an Asylum for 
the reception of the poor, the sick, and the infirm, and for the education of 
young girls, in the satd Partsh; and praying for an aid in behalf of the said 
Instttutton. 

Of Stmon Octeau, Mayor, and others, of the Parish of St. Joseph de la Pointe 











Lévi; praying for aid in behalf of a Female Educational Establishment in the 
satd Partsh. 
Of the Reverend H. Routier and others, Commisstoners of the School Muntict- 





in the satd Munictpality. 
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Of the Muntetpal Council of the County of Brant; praying that Grammar 
Sehools, and the Funds set apart for their support, may be placed under the 
eontrol of County Councils, wtth the power of dividing Counties into Grammar 
School Ctreutts, establishing a Grammar School within each, and uniting with 
them the Common Schools within such Districts. 

Of the Munietpality of the Township of Darlington, County of Durham; praytng 
for the passing of an Act to regulate Boundary Lines and to deftne Road 
Allowances. 

Of Dantel Capistran and others, of the County of Richelieu; praying for 
certain amendments to the Setgntortal Act of 1854. 

Of Edouard Tremblay, John McLaren, Louis Lavoie, and Antoine Guay; praytng 
that Messteurs Lelievre and Angers may be heard at the Bar of the House, on 
Monday next, as Counsel on thetr behalf, tn answer to the charges brought 
against them as Deputy Returning Officers at the late Election for the County of 
Saguenay . 

Of Augustin Lavallée and others, of the Concesston of Chenal du Motine, 
Muntetpality of Sorel, County of Richelieu; complaining that they are compelled 
to labor on a Road out of the limits of their Municipality, to wit: wtthin the 
Muntetpality of the Town of William Henry; and praying that they may be exempted 
from such labor. 

















Ordered, That the Petition of the Provisional Muntctpal Counetl of the 
County of Welland; the Petitton of the Munictpality of the Village of Thorold; 
the Petition of the Munictpality of the Township of Thorold; the Petttton of the 
Muntetpality of the Township of Wainfleet; the Petition of the Municipality of 
the Townshtp of Humberstone; and the Petition of the Munictpality of the 
Townshtp of Pelham, be referred to the Standing Committee on Ratlroads, Canals, 
and Telegraph Ltnes. 


Mr. Alleyn reported from the Select Committee on the Bill from the Legts- 
lative Council, intituled, "An Act to prohibit Interments in certain Burtal 
Grounds tn the City of Quebec," That the Committee had gone through the Btll, 
and directed him to report the same wtthout any amendment. 

Ordered, That the Bill be committed to a Committee of the whole House, for 
Monday next. 


(627) 

Mr. Murney, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitions complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the 
County of Megantic, informed the House, That James Smtth, Esquire, a Member and 
the Chairman of the Committee, was not present within one hour after the ttme 
appotnted for the meeting of the said Commtttee, thts day. 

Ordered, That James Smith, Esquire, do attend in hts place in thts House 
To-morrow. 





Mr. Jobin, from the Standing Committee on Contingencies, presented to the 
House the Ninth Report of the satd Committee; which was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Commtttee have had brought under thetr consideration the expense occa- 
stoned to Members of Your Honorable House, in consequence of the recent adjourn- 
ment, tn returning to and from thetr homes. 

Your Commtttee observe that in a stmtlar instance in the Session of 1852 
and 1853, extra-travelling expenses were allowed; and they recommend that the 
Accountant be authorized to pay the same to Honorable Members on the present 
occaston. 
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Your Commtttee also beg leave to recommend that an humble Address be pre- 
sented to His Ekxcellency the Governor General, for a further advance of Eight 
thousand pounds on account of the Contingent expenses of Your Honorable House. 

Resolved, That this House doth concur with the Committee in the said keport. 


Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to tissue his Warrant in 
favor of William Burns Lindsay, Esquire, the Clerk of this House, for the sum of 
Eight thousand pounds, towards defraying the Contingencies of this House; and 
assuring Hts Excellency that this House will make good the same. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Council of thts Province. 





Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appotnted to try and determine the 
matter of the Petttton complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Montmagny, informed the House, That James Ross and John P. Crysler, 
Esquires, Members of the Committee, were not present within one hour after the 
time appointed for the meeting of the said Committee on Saturday last, and this 
day. 


Ordered, That the Petition of Sidney W. Gillett, of the Town of Constable, 
State of New York, Merchant, be printed for the use of the Members of this 
House. 











Ordered, That Mr. Bureau have leave to bring tn a Bill to make better provi- 
ston for the admtintstratton of the property of Minors, Absentees, Interdicted 
persons and others incapable of administering thetr own affairs itn Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Tuesday the thirteenth instant.1 





Ordered, That Mr. Brodeur have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a Reg- 
tstry Office in the County of Bagot. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
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received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday the fifteenth instant. 


Ordered, That Mr. Bureau have leave to bring in a Bill to exempt Notartes 
tn Lower Canada from the necessity of having thetr Acts counterstgned, or draw- 
tng them up in the presence of two Notartes, except in cases of Testamentary 
dtsposittons. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Dufresne have leave to bring in a Bill to erect the County 
of Montcalm into a separate Municipality, and to establish a Regtstry Office 
therein. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next.2 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON begged for postponement of the question.> 
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Ordered, That Mr. Pouliot have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 
Seigntortal Act of 1854, and extend certain provistons of the said Act to the 
Setgntory of Lauzon. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday the fifteenth instant. 


Ordered, That the Honorable John Sandfield Macdonald have leave to bring in 
a Bill to prevent the acceptance of Offices of emolument or profit by Members of 
the Legtslative Assembly except in certain cases. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron have leave to bring in a Bill to 
amend the Law relating to the custody of Infants. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Crawford, seconded by Mr. Patrick, 

Resolved, That this House wtll immediately resolve ttself into a Commtttee 
to constder the expedtency of repealing part of the Act 16 Vic. cap. 184. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee; and after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; and Mr. Gould reported, 
That the Commtttee had come to a Resolutton. 

Ordered, That the Report be recetved To-morrow. 


Ordered, That Mr. Alleyn have leave to bring tn a Bill to limtt appotntments 
to Judictal Offices. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Return of montes in the hands of the Commisstoner of Crown 
Lands on account of unsettled claims, and also the Tariff of Fees collected tin 
the Crown Lands Office, presented on the fifth of November last, be printed for 
use of the Members of this House.4 


(629) 

The Honorable Sir Allan WN. MacNab, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, 
presented, by Command of His Excellency the Governor General,--Bursar's State- 
ments and Accounts of the Untversity and Colleges at Toronto, and of Upper 
Canada College, for the year 1854; also Estimate of Income for 18565. 

For the satd Statements and Estimate, see Appendix (M.) 


Also, Munictpal Returns for Upper Canada, under the Act 16 Vite. cap. 163, 
CYTE As 
For the said Returns, see Appendtx (kK.) 


And also, Reports of the Commisstoners appotnted. to enquire into a sertes of 
aectdents and detentions on the Great Western Ratlway, Canada West, by Commis- 
ston bearing date November 3, 1854. 

For the satd Reports, see Appendix (Y.Y.) . 

Ordered, That one thousand coptes of the satd Reports be printed for the use 
of the Members of this House. 
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The Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House, reported, That a Copy of the 
Orders of this House, of the fourth of December last, had been respectively 
served upon the Deputy Returning Officers for the Parishes of Riviére Quelle, 
Ste. Anne, St. Denis, Mont-Carmel and Ixworth, tn the County of Kamouraska, and 
that they were then tn attendance at the Bar in obedience thereto. 

On motion of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Solicitor 
General Smtth, 

Ordered, That the Final Report of the Select Committee on the Kamouraska 
Electton Petitton be now read, for the information of the several parties 
attending under Orders at the Bar of this House; and that they be severally 
interrogated tf they have any thing to offer in their defence. 

And the same being read; 











MR. CHAPAIS? moved that the petition presented to the House by the prisoners 
be read, as containing their defence.® 


Some members suggesting that the officers should be discharged, / 

MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB moved that the said petition be read, and its 
consideration deferred till Wednesday.® [He] said the proper way to proceed was 
to print the petitions for the use of members. The privileges of the House had 
been violated.? [He] was surprised that members should have so little respect 
for the privileges of the House, and allow them to be treated so lightly. He 
would not pretend the men were guilty or not, but he was satisfied no honorable 
gentleman had properly understood the defence as it was read at the table, and 
they were not therefore in a position to decide the matter.19 The committee 
appointed to try the election of Kamouraska had reported against the conduct of 
the prisoners who had been brought before the bar of the House: and unless the 
whole thing was to be considered a farce, it was proper that the subject be 
narrowly examined into. The privileges of the House affected the rights of the 
people of this country, and it was proper to see that they were not trifled 
with.t! The course proposed--to discharge the officers, would be to make a 
mockery of their authority.!2 


(629) 

Ordered, That the Petttton of Jean Thomas Béchard, of St. Louts de 
Kamouraska, Esquire, Notary, be now received and read; and the Rules of this 
House suspended as regards the same. 

And the said Petition was received and read; setting forth: That the House 
having been informed that at the last General Election in the County of 
Kamouraska, certain disorderly proceedings had taken place at the Poll of 
St. Denis, held by the Petittoner as Deputy Returning Officer, has thought fit 
to summon him at the Bar of the House to answer for his conduct at the said 
Election: That the Petitioner, during the whole of the said Electton, performed 
his duttes of Deputy Returning Officer to the best of his knowledge and 
judgment; but that on the second day of voting, a disturbance having been got up 
among the voters at the said Poll, the crowd succeeded in taking possession of 
the satd Poll, and violently controlled the proceedings of the Petitioner and of 
the Poll-Clerk, thereby rendering itt impossible for the Pettttoner to perform 
the duties of his office: That the Petitioner ts now, and from that moment, 
became firmly convinced that parties were so much exctted that tt was utterly 
tmpossible for him to maintain order any longer, and that he would have use- 
lessly exposed his life had he made any further efforts to re-establish order; 
and praying the House wtll be pleased favorably to receive the present explana- 
ttons offered by the Petittoner respecting his conduct at the satd Poll of 
St. Denis, and make such order as in justice shall appertatin. 
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Ordered, That the Petition of Florence DeGuise, Octave Dupuy, and Phtltppe 
Gauvreau, of the Partshes of St. Anne de la Pocattére and Mont-Carmel, and of 


the Township of Ixworth, be now received and read; and the Rules of thts House 
suspended as regards the same. 


(650) 

And the satd Petition was received and read; setting forth: That in obedt- 
ence to the orders signified to the Petitioners in that behalf, they thts day 
attended at the Bar of the House: That having already appeared before the 
Commtttee appointed to enqutre tnto the merits of the Petition against the 
return of the Election of the County of Kamouraska, they explained to the 
Committee on that occaston the circumstances tn which they stood: That the 
Electors of the Parishes aforesaid, having taken possesston of the Polling- 
places, tn defiance of the protestations and the legal measures taken by the 
Pettttoners, they were compelled by an trreststtble controlling power, to enter 
the votes as they were given: That they do not in any degree undertake to 
justtfy the conduct of the Electors on that occaston: That tn thetr Returns 
after the clossing (sic) of the Polls, they stated, that from nine o'clock in 
the forenoon of the first day to ten or eleven in the forenoon of the second 
day's voting, the registration of the votes proceeded regularly, but that after 
that time, they were compelled to yteld to force: That the Returns furnish 
proof that tt was not thetr intentton to favor one party to the prejudice of the 
other: That the Petitioners humbly pray that the House wtll constder that the 
Committee cast no blame on thetr conduct during the satd Electton: That the 
Petitioners therefore remain in tgnorance of the charges laid against them, and 
tn what particular their conduct may be culpable: That they therefore trust 
that the House wtll exonerate them from all censure: That having already per- 
formed two journies (sic) to Quebec, thus incurring considerable expense and 
tneonventence, they venture to hope that the House will be please[d] to indem- 
nify them. 

The Parttes were then directed to wtthdrauw. 








DR. T. FORTIER, of Nicolet, said there was no accusation brought by the 
election Committee against these men, and it was a mistake to summon them. To 
keep them longer in custody would be to stretch the privileges of the House at 
the expense of the liberty of the subject.!3 Only one of the prisoners at the 
bar of the House was charged with improper conduct, and that the others ought to 
be discharged.!4 


MR. WILSON said the Committee had not reported that these Returning officers 
had done wrong but that fictitious names had been registered in their poll 
books: They were bound to explain these.!9 


MR. STEVENSON believed they had explained to the Committee that they had 
made a special return of the facts.16 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD confirmed the statement of Mr. Wilson, quoting from the 
7th Resolution of the Committee.!/ [He] pointed out that the” Report “of P the 
committee did implicate more than one of the prisoners. He thought the motion 
of the hon. and gallant knight most reasonable.18 


MR. DUFRESNE said the course proposed by the hon. and gallant knight was 
reasonable--to defer the further consideration of the case till the petitions 
were printed. He was convinced that it would then appear that all the prisoners 
were not guilty of the charges laid against them. 
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MR. CHAPAIS said although he had been made the victim of the illegal pro- 
ceedings complained of, yet, believing these men innocent, he hoped they would 
be no further punished.29 [He] contended there was no charge whatever against 
four of the prisoners, and that they ought to be discharged.21 The House even 
now should pay their expenses.24 


MR. TURCOTTE said the liberty of the subject was infringed by the detention 
of four of the prisoners who had been called to the bar of the House.23 To keep 
them longer would be an act of oppression.24 


MR. MACKENZIE said, when he remembered that the present Chief Justice of 
Lower Canada had to go to Upper Canada to find a constituency even after he had 
a clear majority in a Lower Canada Constituency, he thought that such cases as 
this demanded the closest investigation.2° [He] thought they should be in no 
hurry to discharge them. The Government was doing its duty in protecting the 
privileges of the House. Attempts had been made to undermine the liberties of 
the people of which the purity of that House under the representative constitu- 
tion of the country was the best safeguard.2® If our representative system is 
not to be brought into contempt, the privileges of the House must be vindi- 
cated.2’ How could they decide on the merits of a defence they had not heard?28 


MR. FELTON, said there was no charge against any of the prisoners but Hudon, 
and if the matter was to be further delayed they should be entitled to remunera- 
tion for their attendance.29 


MR. POULIOT, seconded by MR. CHAPAIS, moved in amendment that Messrs. 
Deguise, Béchard, Dupuy, and Gauvreau, be forthwith discharged from the custody 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 


MR. SANBORN was surprised at the course taken by some hon. members.>! The 
House would be stultifying itself2?2 [and] would be trifling with the privileges 
of the House?3 by ordering the appearance of these men at the bar of the House 
if it afterwards without any investigation into the charges against them should 
order their discharge.?4 The whole country were expecting some action by the 
House in the premises, and they should take no step without careful considera- 
tion. It had been said there were no charges against those men, but if he 
understood their petition in defence they had admitted their guilt that they had 
under fear of a mob done illegal acts?°2, [OR] that they had not discharged their 
duty. The House had had no opportunity of estimating the amount of guilt 
attaching to them, and as had been well observed by the gallant knight, it would 
be dangerous to the representative rights of the people.26 The conduct of the 
electors of that county who shewed such a lack of a proper appreciation of their 
rights called for a strong expression of opinion by the House. As a matter of 
justice to the men themselves as well as to the House, time should be taken to 
consider the matter.?/ 


MR. J. DORION (Drummond), said he was not going to vote blindfold, on so 
important a question and would support the motion of the gallant knight .38 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON said, he thought the election committee ought to 
have made it more distinct whether all the prisoners were guilty. He did not 
think that more than one of the prisoners was guilty; but since the matter had 
been brought before the House, and the House was called upon to act in a judi- 
cial capacity, it was the most regular course to examine carefully the petition 
which had been laid before the House.2? 
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After some further discussion carrried (sic) on by MESSRS. ... LABERGE and 
MARCHILDON the amendment was withdrawn49, and the original motion unanimously 
carried.4l 


(630) 

Ordered, That the two said Petittons be printed for the use of Members of 
thts House. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the present investigatton be 
postponed until Wednesday next; and that the several Parttes be in attendance at 
the Bar of this House on that day. 

The Deputy Returning Officers for the Parishes of Ste. Anne, St. Denis, and 
Mont-Carmel, and Township of Ixworth, were then again called in; and acquainted 
by Mr. Speaker with the last preceding Order. 

They were then again directed to wtthdraw. 

The Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of Rivitére Ouelle was then again 
called in; and being asked by Mr. Speaker, what he had to say in hts defence, 
prayed that he mtght be heard by Counsel on the subject of the accusations 
brought agatnst him. 

Mr. Poulin moved, seconded by Mr. Alleyn, and the Questton being proposed, 
That Joseph Magloire Hudon be heard by Counsel at the Bar of this House, on 
Wednesday next, as prayed for;42 











MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) objected to the time of the House being occu- 
pied for three or four hours by hearing counsel in a matter of this sort. It 
had been allowed on behalf of the parties whose interests were affected by the 
Clergy Reserve and Seignorial Bills, but in a case of this nature, he did not 
conceive that the same necessity existed.43 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB conceived it to be a matter of sufficiently grave 
importance to entitle the accused to be heard by counsel.44 


The motion, after some further discussion, was agreed to without a 
division. 

(630) 

Ordered, That the further constderatton of the Questton be postponed until 
Wednesday next; that Mr. Hudon do appear at the Bar of thts House, at Three 
o'clock in the afternoon of that day; and that it be then the first Order of the 
day. 

Mr. Hudon was then dtrected to wtthdraw. 








The Serjeant-at-Arms attending thts House, reported, That a Copy of the 
Order of thts House of the fifth of December last, had been served on Jean 
Gagné, of the Partsh of St. Ettenne, in the County of Saguenay, Notary, and that 
he was then in attendance at the Bar, in obedience thereto. 

On motion of the Honorable Stir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Soltettor 
General Smtth, ‘ 

Ordered, That the Final Report of the Select Committee on the Saguenay Elec- 
tton Pettttion, be now read. 

And the same being read; . 

And Mr. Gagné being asked by Mr. Speaker, what he had to say in his defence; 


(651) 
replied that he would be prepared with his defence To-morrow; and prayed to be 
heard by Counsel on Thursday next. 
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Mr. Turcotte moved, seconded by Mr. Desaulniers, and the Questton being 
proposed, That Mr. Gagné have leave until To-morrow to produce his defence, 
and that he also have leave to be heard by his Counsel (Messieurs Leltévre and 
Angers,) at the Bar of this House on Thursday nect. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the Question be postponed until 
Thursday next. 

Mr. Gagné was then directed to withdraw. 





The Order of this House of Thursday last, for the appearance of the Deputy 
Returning Officers for the County of Saguenay Election at the Bar of thts House, 
betng read; 

They appeared at the Bar accordingly; and Messteurs Leliévre and Angers were 
heard as Counsel on thetr behalf. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this investigation be postponed 
unttl Thursday next, and that the said Returning Officers do then attend at the 
Bar of this House; and that it be then the second Order of [the] day. 

The Deputy Returning Officers were then directed to withdraw. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY moved that the House do now concur in the report of 
the Committee of the whole, regarding a provision for the Provincial Lunatic 
Asylum at Toronto.46 


MR. CHAUVEAU [asked a question.]4/ 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said the Government were prepared to extend the same 
advantages to Lower Canada as had been given to Upper Canada.48 


MR. MACKENZIE suggested that the balance at the credit of the Marriage 
License Fund in Upper Canada amounting to somewhere between £1,000 and £20,000 
should be devoted to finishing the Asylum and paying off debts for building 
-+ 49 
NES 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY said an estimate would be brought down for that pur- 
pose and the funds from which the money should be taken would then be 
considered. 29 


MR. MACKENZIE thought the Government deserved credit for the manner in which 
they dealt with this question. Nothing could be more commendable than to use 
their influence for these poor people, and appropriating a part of the revenue 
of the Province for their relief.? 


(651) 

Mr. Bellingham, from the Committee of the whole House to take into consid- 
eration the Message of Hits Excellency the Governor General, transmttting to this 
House an Estimate of the sums requtred for the maintenance of the Provinctal 
Lunatte Asylum at Toronto, for the past and present years, reported a Resolu- 
tton; whtch was read, as followeth:-- 

Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding Fourteen thousand pounds, Currency, be 
granted to Her Majesty, for the support of the Provincial Lunatte Asylum 
at Toronto, namely, for the unprovided expenditure of 1854, One thousand six 
hundred and forty pounds ninle]teen shillings and sixpence, and for the year 
1855, Twelve thousand three hundred and fifty-nine pounds and stxpence. 

The satd Resolution, being read a second time, was agreed to. 


The Order of the day for the House tn Committee on the Btll to incorporate 
the Eastern Townshtps Bank, being read; 
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Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed until Wednesday the 
fourteenth tnstant, and be then the first Order of the day. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Acts to 
secure the Independence of Members of the Legislative Assembly, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to legalize certain 
transactions and to alter the tenure of Indtan Lands in the Townshtp of Durham, 
being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill for the reltef of 
Merchants, Traders, and others, betng read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Btll to authorize the 
formatton of Ratlroad Corporations and to regulate the same, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


MR. CAMERON moved the second reading of the Bill to amend the Municipal 
Act?4. 


(632) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Munic- 
tpal Corporattons Act, being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of the Honorable Mr. Cameron, the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Macdonald, Mr. Foley, Mr. Angus Morrison, Mr. Hartman, and Mr. Roblin, 
to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 








The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act, 
intttuled, "An Act to provtde for the better organizatton of Agricultural Socte- 
ties tn Lower Canada," being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act to 
aboltsh the right of Primogentture, and to afford relief to parttes succeeding 
to the Real Estate of persons dying intestate in certain cases in Upper Canada, 
being read; 





MR. CAMERON ... moved the second reading of the Bill to amend the law of 
Primogeniture, C.W. He explained that since the law of primogeniture had come 
into operation, great difficulties had been some times found in dividing estates 
belonging to several co-heirs, owing to there being no law for calling them all 
in, before some court, and proceeding to a partition, thus in a case where 
there [are] 27 parties interested, oné of whom was in India, his co-henrse could 
realise nothing, though many of them were in needy circumstances. His Bill was 
perhaps imperfect; but he had framed it on those of the State of New York and 
other States.°? 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH said he foresaw the difficulties in the working of 
the law of 1851; at the same time he was unwilling to disturb its operation. In 
reference to the difficulties in its working, he cited the instance of a person 
who, dying intestate, might have real property, held in three different ways-——50 
acres dependent on the life of another person--50 acres in fee simple, and 50 
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acres of Clergy Reserve lands not paid for. As the law now stands, each of 
these separate classes of property would have to be divided among the heirs-- 
cutting up the estates and greatly depreciating its value. The object of the 
amendments which he would suggest would be to create an equity or discretionary 
power, by which those charged with the administration of the estate might make 
an economical division of the estate.°4 


(652) 

The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee composed of the Honorable Mr. Cameron, Mr. Solicitor General Smith, 
Mr. Joseph Curran Morrison, Mr. Hartman, Mr. Freeman, and Mr. Stevenson, to 
report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 





On motion of MR. J. DORION, 2° 


(632) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to establish a Reg- 
tstry Office tn the County of Arthabaska, being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Jean Baptiste Erte Dorion, the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Drummond, the Honorable Mr. Lemteux, Mr. Polette, and Mr. Jobin, to 
report thereon with all conventent speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 








The Honorable George E. Cartier, having presented the Indenture of hts Elec- 
tion for the County of Verchéres, and previously taken the Oath according to 
Law, and subsertbed before the Commissioners the Roll containing the same, took 
his seat in the House.?® 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to incorporate a 
Company for the erection of an Hotel in the Village of Windsor, being read; 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be discharged. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to establish Courts 
of Coneiltation in Upper Canada, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday the nineteenth 
tnstant, and be then the first Order of the day. 





MR. MACKENZIE moved the House into Committee of the whole on the bill to 
exempt2/ the tools or implements of any debtor's trade or calling, and the wear- 
ing apparel, the bedding, and other furniture 8, together with a cow, two swine, 
&c.29 necessary for the use of his family, from seizure and sale under execution 
for debt, the goods thus reserved not to exceed £50 in value, ©9 [OR ] £25,6l 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH did not think there was much necessity for the Bill, 
and was afraid it would open the door to fraud. He would like its consideration 
to be postponed, and a clause added providing that it should not affect any 
debts now existing.©2 It would be very unfair for a man who had bought a cow on 
credit, to keep the cow, while the vendor went without cow or money.©3 The 
limit of 25 dollars, as the value of tools not to be seized, he thought was too 
high®4, He proposed to read the first clause and postpone the consideration of 
the rest®5 until an opportunity should be afforded of making certain 
amendments. © 


MR. MACKENZIE thought that the Solicitor General had not read his bill, 
which was called for by every consideration of humanity®/, [He] replied, citing 
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in support of his bill the example of the United States, and saying that his law 
had received the sanction of a select committee.©8 He was not surprised at the 
Solicitor General opposing the bill. He was not like his colleagues, the Attor- 
ney General West and Postmaster General, who had somewhat of a liberal spirit in 
them naturally, but the Solicitor General was only fit to be sent along with the 
member for Prince Edward (Mr. Stevenson) to a museum to be exhibited as old 
fossils. (Laughter.) He would have put in the same class®? the member for the 
Canada Company’ [and] the honorable member for Simcoe (Hon. Mr. Robinson) if he 
had not latterly shewn some symptoms of improvement./1 


MR. HARTMAN supported the bill./2 


MR POST GEN sob PrN Gilin. im reply a tomsthe alison, made Oem liaam sbi 
Mr. Mackenzie, said he did not claim for himself more liberality of political 
sentiment than characterized any of his honorable colleagues. /3 


Ironical cheers from the opposition. /4 


[MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE continued:] He did not know whether those cheers 
were ironical or sincere, but if sincere, he was glad that the eyes of honorable 
gentlemen opposite were now being opened. (Continued ironical cheers.) He 
spoke sincerely, and he trusted he spoke plainly, for his object was an honest 
one. He did not desire the praise of the honorable member for Haldimand or of 
any other member at the expense of the gentlemen with whom he was associated. 
(Hear, hear.) /° He did not think the member for Haldimand met the overtures of 
the Solicitor General in the spirit which they deserved, and he was disposed to 
believe that that gentleman was more anxious to have his bill rejected than to 
get it carried./® Mr. Mackenzie, it was evident, desired to be considered a 
Mar tye He had insisted that his measure should be accepted without the 
slightest amendment //, The Solicitor General and the Attorney General gave 
their consent to the bill. No, said the member for Haldimand, I must dictate 
all the details and the time of passing it, or I will not have it at All oe? 
When those gentlemen failed to be as liberal as he desired them to be, he 
trusted he shew what was due to himself and his friends who had supported hin, 
and that he would be found in those circumstances acting as he ought to do. He 
had hitherto endeavoured to discharge the duties pertaining to his office, 
without noticing the taunts of the Press or of members of this House, but when 
honorable gentlemen opposite charged him with being allied with fossils, they 
ought to have remembered that when they played the game of overturning gov- 
ernments they should have played their game better, and that when they upset a 
liberal government they should have made their calculations more closely as to 
who should succeed them./9 


Ironical cheers from the Opposition.89 


[MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE continued:] Why, he asked, were his colleagues now 
in the places they occupied? Who supported the present Attorney General, and 
got him returned member for Kingston against a Liberal? And why was the gallant 
knight himself in his present place? Who more anxious for his return than the 
gentleman who now placed himself at the head of the Liberal party? Who was it 
said that Isaac Buchanan was not the man, but that Sir Allan McNab should go in 
and secularize the Reserves? He had long borne with those taunts of treason and 
treachery to the Reform cause. But he would now retort the charge upon honor- 
able gentlemen opposite, and say that, if there had been treason, the treasen 
(sic) had been theirs--if there had been treachery, the treachery had been among 
themselves. He could not consent to be regarded as the sole representative of 
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thes laberalevspi rite am: the? cabinet. He believed the Attorney General was pre- 
pared to carry as liberal a spirit into the administration of affairs as would 
the honorable member for Haldimand or those who sat along with him. (Ironical 
cries of hear, hear.) And he might say the same thing of the Inspector General. 
Who was it that assisted to return the present Inspector General for Huron, and 
to defeat Mr. McQueen? The Globe, the Message and the Examiner, and now they 
refused to accept the fruit of their labour. And who prevented David Christie 
from being member for Wentworth? And yet forsooth by those very parties he 
(Mr. Spence) was to be called a traitor to the liberals of Canada, because he 
humbly endeavoured to bring to the aid of the government all the assistance he 
could, in furthering those liberal measures which they had undertaken. He hoped 
the honorable member for Haldimand would take the suggestion of the Solicitor 
General in a friendly spirit, and after the first clause was adopted, allow the 
COM Fees to Milse.) mepons progress, and ask eave to isit again, so as to afford 
the PorEEE ton General and Attorney General time to look into the details of the 
jou Ital 


MR. MACKENZIE--No. 82 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE. No! he would rather put it in some voter's guide or 
manual. He had not much experience, but he never had heard of a more suicidal 
course. He would not have the aid of the government because they were fossils, 
and he would not believe them sincere.®3 


MR. MACKENZIE--That's true.84 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE--Then he had not overdrawn the picture. The member 
for Haldimand pretended to be a liberal and to want liberal measures, and yet he 
would not let the government carry them. After taunting the opposition with 
seeking office, he concluded by saying that he would leave the ministry as soon 
as he found them less liberal than he was, and in the meantime, he hoped his 
liberal friends would continue the support they had always given him.85 


MR. MACKENZIE thought that any mistake he had made was more than compensated 
by the eloquent display of the Postmaster General, and he then went on to say 
that his bill having been passed in a previous session, but lost in the upper 
House, and having this session been read a second time and referred to a select 
committee6 CoOnsestinpe, Jor Hon. Jc Cameron, Dr. Fraser, Dr. Macdonald 
(Gornwal.), He. Young, Mi. Hartman, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Papin®/, he was not 
disposed now to lose it by delay at the request of those88 who formed the small 
minority that opposed it in last Parliament.82 The Postmaster General because 
perhaps he was a tyro and rather green, told him he did not want to pass his 
Dit oUt ookeduasma He uwmdmeed LOncabny 2t when he brought 1t Un and 
carried it through one session and now pressed it again, and this in spite of 
the opposition of sham reformers and people who never were nor pretended to be 
reformers. However let them reject it if they pleased. He had no fear to go 
back to his constituents, and no man in the country could ever undertake truly 
comtel! nin that he sought for office. If by reason of those who “could seld 
their principles as the gallant knight did, or by reason of others who joined 
them Like’ the gentlemen (sic) who left his principles for his Post office--if by 
these means the bill were rejected let it be so; but to tell him he was not 
sincere, when he had stood as near death, as he did then to the doorkeeper, for 
the rights of the people, was more than he could put up with.20 Thirty years' 
experience of the gentlemen opposite had taught him what they were. He recol- 
lected well how the honourable gentleman at the head of the Government came down 
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to the Parliament of 1835, and, 2! Sir Allan..... voted him (Mn. McKenzie) outmot 
the House, and afterwards, like a whipt spaniel had himself voted that he had 
committed a gross breach of the privileges of the House, and alleged that the 
remembrance of these things made him believe that the intention to defeat the 
bill arose from the fact that he was its author.?4 


MR. CAMERON advised Mr. McKenzie to consent to the proposition of the Solic- 
itor General. He was on the Committee who amended it, and meant to vote for it, 
in its present form.?3 The honourable member for Haldimand was not treating the 
Government fairly, in not acceding to their request for delay, after the first 
clause should have been adopted.?4 


MR. MACKENZIE would do so at once, if he were asked by a friend of the 
bill.?° 


MR. FOLEY said the honourable Postmaster General had seemed very desirous to 
deliver himself of a phillippic against honourable gentlemen on his 
(Mr. Foley's) side of the House, and his indignation had very strongly reminded 
him of a story he had heard, which he thought illustrated his position. The 
story was told of a Jew who went into a hotel in Cincinnati, and seeing a nice 
bit of ham which of course his conscientious convictions prevented him from 
eating, he looked about for a while, first at the ham, and then at the knife and 
fork, till finally the temptation was too strong for him, and he put a dainty 
morsel into his mouth. Just at that moment there was a vivid flash of lightning 
and a great crash of thunder, and the Jew thinking it was all on his account, 
exclaimed=-what) a) terrible. fussets this *for*®a Tittle bit of pork * laughter.) 
The Postmaster General was exactly in this position. ?6 He had made a tremendous 
fuss saboutithe Tittle piece of ‘porkein Mry MeKénzie's speech.?/ (Continued 
laughter.) Having eagerly seized the tempting bait thrown out to him, and 
violated his principles for the sake of power and emolument, he now got up and 
made a great row, and declared he maintained the very principles that he had 
always done, that his colleagues were as liberal as he was, and that he was 
not one whit more liberal than they were. He had certainly furnished evidence 
enough of the truth of that assertion. (Hear, hear.) He had asked who beat 
David Christie, who returned?8 Messrs. Cayley, 29 Attorney General Macdonald for 
Kingston, and Sir Allan Macnab for Hamilton, but if Liberals had done wrong in 
so acting, was that any justification for him, that he seized the very first 
Opportunity that offered to abandon his party, and to join those whom he had 
been accustomed to denounce quite as energetically as any other honourable 
gentleman, thereby violating all his former professions. The Postmaster General 
should be the last man to claim credit for liberality in consequence of measures 
which the Government had carried. For what had they done which they would not 
have been willing at any time to do? (Hear, hear.) Were not the measures they 
had passed characterized by the same spirit of Toryism and arbitrary power that 
had always characterized them?!00 He maintained that these colleagues of the 
Postmaster has (sic) continued to be as they had always been the supporters of 
religious supremacy and arbitrary power, and concluded by saying that he should 
not have addressed the House but for the taunts of Mr. Spence directed against 
the sincerity of gentlemen on that side of the House.!0l He (Mr. Foley) should 
vote for the bill of the honourable member for Haldimand, and trusted that it 
would become law.!92 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE believed the whole difficulty with the hon. member for 
Waterloo was to be found in the fact, that he had not been able to secure the 
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little piece of pork, which had fallen to the other side of the House. He 
thought the member for Waterloo the very last person who should talk about 
inconsistency.!93 After that honorable gentleman's vote the other night on the 
Maine Law, that he should venture to arraign any other member for inconsistency 
was somewhat surprising. And he asked, what votes had he (Mr. Spence) ever 
given which justified the censure of the honorable member for Waterloo? Had not 
the administration been supported by the country and by this house? Had they 
failed in one particular to carry their measures, or had they merely carried 
them by narrow majorities? Had any of the elections which had taken place shown 
any change in the public sentiment? The very return of the Secretary of the 
Province to the house to-night, proved the administration still strong in the 
affections of the country. He very well understood the game that the honorable 
member for Waterloo and other honorable members were playing. They would have 
liked another 40 years to pass over without the settlement of those great 
questions which had agitated the country, that they and their successors might 
have an opportunity of speculating in politics. It did not suit the honorable 
member that the Government coach should be filled by those who now occupied 
places in it. He would have liked an inside place in it himself. The member 
for Haldimand would have taken an outside place, but the member for Glengarry 
and the member who sat beside him (Mr. Hartman)--they also would have liked 
inside places. Those honorable gentlemen had been disappointed, but he regarded 
their taunts but little, when such reformers as Robert Baldwin had given his 
hand and seal to the policy which had secured the final settlement of the Clergy 
Reserve and other important reform questions. It was easy to make insinuations 
about his having snapped at of fice.104 Any man of vulgar mind might make the 
insinuation he had made against any Canadian bold enough to entertain the worthy 
ambition of taking a seat in the government of his country.!05 He could afford 
to treat such insinuations with scorn.!96 


MR. FOLEY, in reply to the charge made against him of inconsistency in 
regard to the Maine Law, said that on the vote he gave on that question, he was 
carrying out the well-understood wishes of his constituents.!07 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE--And your own pledges?198 
MR. FOLEY-—-At the time I was under no pledges.199 


MR. CAMERON rose to order. He thought this personal recrimination had gone 
far enough. First, they had the Postmaster General's explanation of his posi- 
tLon, tn reply to the mémber for Haldimand; then Mr. Foley's attack, on the 
ground taken up by the Postmaster General in that explanation; then the Post- 
master. General's reply; and now they were having another attack by Mr. Foley. 
How long was this to be allowed to go on? 10 


MR. FOLEY was permitted to proceed, and denied that there was the least 
foundation in any insinuations with which the Postmaster General had assailled 
(sic) him. Could.he. point, out a)»single instance in his political career, on 
which for any consideration whatever he had abandoned his principles, or sold 
himself to his opponents? The Postmaster General had referred to his conduct in 
joining the present Government, being approved of by honorable Robert Baldwin, 
but who had on former occasions more fiercely denounced that honorable gentleman 
as a traitor to the reform cause than the honorable Postmaster General himself? 
(Hear, hear.)/11 Surely the honorable gentleman could not forget the Brantford 
dinner, and other dinners, where he had brought accusations of corruption and 
betrayal of his party against “Mr. Baldwin.!!2 Did he forget how he had hurled 
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his thunder-bolts against Robert Baldwin in precisely the same way that he was 
hurling his bolts againgst (sic) honorable gentlemen on his (Mr. Foley's) side 
of the house now? If he forgot it, his printed speeches would establish what he 
had said, and show that the Postmaster General was willing then, as he had ever 
been since, to worship the rising sun, and to place himself in the position in 
which he thought he could best advance his own private interests.!13 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said the Postmaster General had delivered a 
most extraordinary speech with a view to defining his position, and doing so had 
thought it necessary to attack hon. gentlemen on his, (Mr. Macdonald's,) side of 
the Howse, sand sromthnow dint eat theneas suihitckwin nasmie could) ea) leo iCetgmet eve 
could to justify the position which he himself now occupied. One of the charges 
he had made was against the hon. member for Lambton, for placing the administra- 
tion in power, by aiding the Attorney General in his election for Kingston, and 
Sir Allan Macnab at Hamilton in opposition to Isaac Buchanan. That was a charge 
that might be easily met. He, Mr. M., had no hesitation in avowing that he was 
one of those who had declared that any administration rather than the last 
should be in power, and had not the country justified the position they then 
took up. Had not public opinion stamped that administration with an opprobrium 
from which it could not escape, and now there was not a member of it from Upper 
Canada, and scarcely one from Lower Canada that remained in the Treasury 
Benches, and yet his Hon. friend from Lambton was to be found fault with for 
assisting those who were lending a helping hand in turning out that ministry, 
and putting an end to their mal-administration of affairs. The hon. Post-master 
General attempted to vindicate his position in the present cabinet, but he knew 
very well that the Reformers of Upper Canada viewed that position as a very 
equivocal one. Would any Reformer admit that the Post-master General in his 
present position represented any portion of the Reform feeling of Upper Canada? 
Latterly they found that the member for Montmorenci, the member for Levi, and 
the member for Verchéres, the most ultra illiberals of Lower Canada had joined 
this administration, and were now the associates of the Post-master General. 
(Hear, hear.) Then what were those great Liberal measures which they had 
carried?!14 ‘Then as to the doings of the ministry, the Postmaster could not say 
that the Clergy Reserves were settled in a way to give satisfaction to the 
people of Canada.!15 (Hear, hear.) 116 And let the Postmaster beware. He spoke 
as if he took some liberal followers to the ministry. It was Mr. Hincks who 
took them, and who put the Postmaster in his place!!?, Lt was ants evyowce™ tbat 
kept him there, and the day that he withdrew his voice, that day he would not be 
in his seat. (Hear, hear.) He had no weight whatever of his own to give a 
liberal character to the measures of the Government.!!8 The honble. gentleman 
was as every one must feel, isolated in the midst of colleagues whose sentiments 
and actions he could not influence!!!9 Would he say that the Clergy Reserves 
Act--that the commutation clause had given satisfaction to Reformers? Would he 
tell him that the Government's postponing the Franchise Bill had given satisfac- 
tion to the people of the country, or the delay in bringing forward the elective 
Legislative Council Bil1.120 [He] contended that the action of the Government 
upon them proved their want of sincerity in their professions of liberality; and 
to a rumoured remark of Mr. J.A. Macdonald the other morning, that the opposi- 
tion to Dr. Workman was a tory trick to get rid of him. He went on to say that 
whoever else had a right to complain of him for turning out the last government, 
it was not Mr. Spence, since had the last government not been turned out, he 
would never have come in. His antecedents were not of a kind to make him hope 
to get into office the first day he came to Parliament.!2! The hon. member for 
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Waterloo had referred to the attack which Mr. Spence had made on hon. Robt. 
Baldwin at the Brantford dinner.!22 


MR POSL.sGEN] SPENCE=—Was that tthe dinner at which the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands and the member for Lambton were present ?123 


MR. FOLEY said it was not, and was proceeding to explain to what occasion he 
had referred, when he was interrupted by124-- 


DR. CLARKE, who rose to a question of order. He wanted to know what all 
this had to do with the question.!25 


MR. BROWN.--It has everything to do with the question.!26 


After some discussion to the point of order, 

MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) proceeded to allude to the Toronto dinner 
given to the honourable Malcolm Cameron, at which the present Postmaster General 
was the loudest in denouncing Mr. Baldwin whose certificate in favour of the 
present administration he now accepted as all that was required. Notwith- 
standing, however, the speech to which they had listened to-night, he thought he 
might venture to predict that the day would soon arrive when the Postmaster 
General would discover the true character of his associates, 1l2/7 that the 
ministry was less liberal than he, and that he must leave them!28, and coming 
over to the opposition, would regret that he had ever spoken of his Tory col- 
leagues as he had this evening done.!29 There was, however, no knowing what 
might happen. Perhaps the Postmaster General and the Attorney General might 
Stay in or go out together.!30 


MR. FOLEY explained that the dinner he had referred to was one given to 
Dr. Rolph, whom the honourable Postmaster General then lauded as the very Nestor 
of Canadian politicians.13l 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD replied to the speech of the honourable member 
for Glengarry, which he characterized as weak and trashy. The honourable 
gentleman, in the absence of the member for Lambton, really fancied during the 
last ten days that he was leader of the opposition, although everybody knew that 
the moment the member for Lambton came down, the member for Glengarry would have 
to play second fiddle. And the only reason he could discover for the speech he 
had made to-night was that seeing the member for Lambton once more in his place, 
before he resigned to him the throne, before giving up, like Satan, his bad 
eminence, and handing it over to the honourable member for Lambton, he took this 
opportunity of making his last speech and dying words before abdication.!32 He 
had talked about the resolution of the Postmaster; but he would, he thought, be 
very proud!33 indeed if he enjoyed as much the confidence of Reformers both in 
the House and out of the House as did the honourable Postmaster General!34--a 
support afforded alike by the press and by thinking men. But the hon. member 
for Glengarry was exceedingly inconsistent; first of all he said that the late 
ministry was dispersed and entirely cut off from power, and then he said that 
the position of the Postmaster depended upon the aid of Mr. Hincks.!35 Had not 
the press of Upper Canada sustained the Reform section of this House who had 
supported the present administration? (No! no!)136 Now, if it were true that 
the late ministry were so powerless, how did Mr. Hincks, one of the chief of 
them, happen to have so much influence; the truth was that the opposition to the 
ministry was melting away.!37 And how had it fared with those newspapers which 
had taken an opposite course? How lately had they seen the North American 
become absorbed in the Globe like some languishing lady falling back into the 
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arms of her admirer--clinging to the strong and robust form of his honourable 
friend opposite for support? (Laughter.) As they watched the rain-drops and 
saw them falling into and mingling with the brook, so had this mighty Globe in 
its universality drawn in the North American. (Laughter.) And the Message, he 
did not know where it was. The whole ability of that remnant of the Reform 
press which opposed the administration was now vested in his honourable friend 
opposite from Lambton, and long might he live to show his skill in making 
onslaughts on the Government. The attack on the Postmaster General had come 
with a very bad grace from the member for Glengarry. Had the member for Lambton 
conducted that attack, he would have done it with much more force, much more 
moderation, and much more effect.!38 He thought, however, that the motion had 
better be carried.!39 


MR. HARTMAN, who rose amid cries of “question! question!" as the hour was 
getting late, spoke very briefly in contradiction of the charge that in assist- 
ing to pull ioutetme Late administratton, ub was wLeeh che view of becoming ad 
member of that which should succeed it.!40 


The first clause of the bill was then adopted!41, 


(652) 

The House, according to Order, again resolved ttself into a Committee on the 
Bill to exempt the Tools or Implements of any debtor's trade or calling, and the 
wearing apparel, the bedding, and other furniture necessary for the use of his 
family, from seizure and sale under execution for debt; and after some time 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; and Mr. Matttce reported, That the 
Committee had made some progress, and dtrected him to move for leave to sit 
agatn. 

Ordered, That the Committee have leave to sit again on Thursday next. 

(633) 
Then, on motton of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the 


Honorable Mr. Cartier, 
The House adjourned. 142 


APPENDIX: 5 MARCH 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO INCORPORATE KINGSTON AND SMITH'S FALLS 
RAILWAY COMPANY. ] 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD [gave notice that he would move for leave to 
introduce a] Bill to incorporate the Kingston and Smith's Falls Railway 
Company. 143 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: GRAMMAR AND COMMON SCHOOLS OF UPPER CANADA.] 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD [gave notice that he would move for leave to 
introduce a] Bill to make further provision for the Grammar and Common Schools 
of Upper Canada.144 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL REGULATING PROPERTY QUALIFICATIONS OF 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. | 


MR. POULIOT [gave notice that he would move for leave to introduce a] Bill, 
intituled, "An Act to amend the Law regulating the property qualifications of 
Justices of the Peace by reducing the amount of such qualification."!45 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL FOR LOWER CANADA MUNICIPAL ACTS. ] 


MR. POULIOT [gave notice that he would move for leave to introduce a] Bill, 
intituled, "An Act to amend the Lower Canada Municipal Acts to provide better 
for the apportionment of the cost of road work in places where no Valuation Roll 
has been made, and to legalize certain apportionments.+4 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR ADDRESS RE: W.L. MACKENZIE'S CLAIM. ] 


MR. YOUNG [gave notice that he would move an] Address to His Excellency the 
Governor General, for the payment to W.L. Mackenzie of the interest on his 
Welland Canal claim and the balance of his claim for balance of expenses while 
in England, both claims having been audited and admitted by Committees appointed 
by the Legislative Assembly at the time the services were performed. a 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR DOCUMENTS ON LACHINE CANAL. ] 


MR. COOKE (Ottawa) [gave notice that he would move an] Address to His Excel- 
lency the Governor General, praying that he will be pleased to cause to be laid 
before this House, a copy of the names of the several Managers of the Lachine 
Canal, and of all officers connected with the management of the said Canal, with 
the salary paid to each, their several duties, and, in particular, who has the 
control of the Lock-men, who engages and who discharges them when found incom- 
petent or unworthy; also a return of all the Fines imposed upon parties for 
infringing upon the Canal regulations, giving the names of the parties fined, 
the amount paid by each party, and the amount of fines remitted, if any, for the 
years 1853-4,148 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: SALES OF CROWN AND PUBLIC LANDS.] 


MR. GALT [gave notice that he would make an] Enquiry of Ministry, whether 
any change has been made, or is intended to be made by the Government in the 
conditions under which sales of Crown and School lands have been made since 
30th July, 1852, especially in reference to rescinding the conditions of actual 
settlement pending the report of the Committee on Public Lands?149 
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[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LABOUR ON THE CANALS ON THE LORD'S DAY. |] 


DR. MASSON enquired of the ministry, whether it is the intention of the 
Government to disallow for the future all entry into the canals of this province 
on Sundays, and also why the Lachine canal is closed, and those of Beauharnois 
and Cornwall, and others, are not closed; why the employees on the Lachine canal 
are exempt from labour, and those on the Beauharnois and Cornwall canals are 
compelled to work on Sundays; also whether the employees on the said Beauharnois 
and Cornwall canals have received, or are to receive, any increase of salary for 
being thus compelled to labour thereon in violation of the observance of 
Sunday?150 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX replied that the Government did not mean to make 
any change in the present system. In regard to the increase of salary, the 
matter was at present under the consideration of the Government. 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADA SCHOOL ACT. ] 


MR. SOMERVILLE enquired of the Ministry whether it is their intention to 
introduce a measure this session, for the amendment of the School Act for Lower 
Canada, and if so, whether it will contain a provision doing away with School 
Commissioners?!52 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON said the propriety of introducing an amended 
School Act was under the consideration[?] of the Government but it was not [7] 
EheLiE EMinelt Lon shoOm Dnt eOduice ~aAlympLOvls Lom GOlnse dad wWway | Wel temo caloodss 
Commissioners. !3 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: LOWER CANADA REGISTRY OFFICES. ] 
MR. DOSTALER [asked a question.]1>4 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX said it was not the intention of Government to 
bring in any measure for the purpose of protecting registry offices in Lower 
Canada from fire.!5° 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: SEPARATE SCHOOLS IN UPPER CANADA.] 


MR. FOLEY enquired of the ministry, whether they intend during the present 
session to introduce any measure for the better regulation or total abolishment 
of separate schools in Upper Canada.!56 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--The whole question is under the consideration 
of the Government. (Laughter.)!9/7 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: MANAGEMENT OF UPPER CANADA COLLEGE. ] 


MR. FOLEY enquired of the ministry, whether the proceedings which lately 
occurred in’ ther Police Court, sat elononto,., 1n connection awihthethemconplanntsor 
the Rev. Mr. Maynard, one of the teachers in Upper Canada College, against 
Mr. Dennison, have been brought under their notice, and if so, whether any steps 
have been, or are intended to be, taken by them to remedy the discreditable 
Pr toe eg ga which the circumstances thus adduced show that institution to be 
Lone 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB replied that the proceedings alluded to had been 
brought under the notice of the Government, and had been referred to the Senate 
of the University.!°9 
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[WITHDRAWN MOTION FOR REPORTS RE: LICENSES TO CUT TIMBER. ] 


MR. JOBIN propose une adresse a Son Excellence lui demandant de vouloir bien 
faire transmettre a cette chambre un état de toutes licences accordées pour 
coupe de bois dans les comtés de Berthier et Joliette (l'ancien comté de 
Berthier) depuis 1847 jusqu'au 28 février 1855, ensemble les noms des personnes 
auxquelles telles licences ont été accordées, les sommes convenues et recues par 
le gouvernement, et la durée de telles licences, et leur étendue et toute 
correspondance a ce sujet.160 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNABL6! [oR] MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON!62 informe 
M. Jobin que tous les papiers et documens seront mis immédiatement devant 
ia chanpre ssans gl 1) sou besoin d adresse, et i1 le prie de retirer, sa 
proposition. !63 


MR JOBING retire alors isa motion.!64 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: UNAUTHORIZED PUBLIC EXPENDITURE. ] 


MR. LARWILL moved that this House having learned with alarm that it has 
heretofore been the practice of the executive Government of this country, to 
appropriate large sums of the public money without the assent of this House, and 
contrary to the well known wishes of the people, good government and law, do 
record their protest against its continuance; and, in order to prevent any 
detriment to the public service therefrom, will place to the Government at each 
session of the Legislature a contingent fund of & to be accounted for as 
other moneys should be by the Inspector General, which sum shall in no case be 
exceeded, it being better that the House should be called together, than that 
unlimited power over the public funds should exist in any other hands than its 
own. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB hoped that the resolution would be withdrawn. 
The Government had no idea of applying any money without the vote of the House, 
and if any emergency should arise for which a grant should be required in 
advance of the estimates, the House would be applied to for its sanction.!66 


The motion was accordingly withdrawn.16/ 
[WITHDRAWN MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS RE: MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT AT LUNATIC 
ASYLUM, TORONTO.] 


MR. AIKINS moved an Address to His Excellency, for copies of all papers 
asking for the removal of the Medical Superintendent from the Toronto Asylum.!68 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB having stated that all the papers connected with 
the matter, in the possession of the Government, would be brought down without 
delay, 169 


The motion was withdrawn.!70 


[POSTPONED RESOLUTIONS RE: UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO. ] 


MR. CAMERON rose to move certain resolutions for the restoration of the 
faculties of Law and Medicine to the University of Toronto, and of the Endowment 
Board for the management of the properties of the said University, and Upper 
Canada College, and of the Council of Upper Canada College.!/71 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said the subject was under the consideration of 
the Government, and he hoped soon to be able to submit to the House a measure in 
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connection with it. After this statement, the honourable mover would probably 
see fit to withdraw his resolutions.!/2 


MR. CAMERON said he had no objections to allow the resolutions to stand for 
a certain number of days, but he did not wish it to be understood that he 
withdrew them, or that he would be prevented from bringing them forward, if the 
Government did not move in the matter.!/3 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) regretted that the Government should have 
intimated their intention to restore the medical faculty to the Toronto Univer- 
sity, after the unequivocal expression of opinion by the last Parliament against 
its continuance.!/4 


The resolutions were then postponed till Monday next.1/9 


[POSTPONED QUESTION RE: SEIGNIORIAL TENURE. ] 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON asked for the postponement of the question 
whether Ministers intended to propose amendments to the Seigniorial Tenure 
question of the present Session.!/6 


FOOTNOTES: 5 MARCH 1855. 
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There appears to be some confusion in the newspapers regarding who moved 
Ehsan LAKS. LO Marche 55.) seporte ir. Brown introduced at. while 
Telegraph (MONTREAL GAZETTE, 6 March 1855), attributes the motion to 
Mr. Brodeur. The remainder of the newspapers agree with the JOURNALS. 
According to Niagara Mail, 14 March 1855, immediately following 
Mr. Dufresne's Bill, Mr. Com. Cr. Lands Cauchon "begged for postponement of 
the question" (footnote 3). This information is not contained in any other 
newspaper account. Instead Telegraph (MORNING CHRONICLE, 6 March 1855), 
and all other Telegraph reports, state: "Mr. Cauchon begged for postpone- 
ment of the question, whether ministers intended to propose amendments in 
the Seigniorial Tenure question of the present session" (footnote 176). 
NIAGARA MAIL, 14 March 1855, is the only paper to report that Mr. Cauchon 
begged for postponement of two questions. 

NIAGARA MAIL, 14 March 1855. 

Telegraph (GLOBE, 6 March 1855), and numerous other Telegraph reports, 


state: "On motion of Mr. Mackenzie, papers were ordered respecting monies 
received in the Crown Lands Office." The newspapers report he ordered the 
papers while the JOURNALS list the item as an order for the printing of the 
papers. 


TESPAY Spon lame he wkeor. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 12 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

Telegraph (GLOBE, 6 March 1855). 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 12 March 1855. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 March 1855. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 12 March 1855. 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 8 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

DORONTOSDATIM BADER, 7 eMarch 855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

IBID. 

EBUDS 

TLORONLOSDALLM eL BADER 125 Mareh W8s52 

LBEDS 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

TORONLOSDAT VL EADE RSS 12) Marehy L855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

LOROMLOM DADS Et HADERE ih? MarchmlSoar 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 12 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

TORONTO DATLY®© LEADER, U2 March’ 1855. 

MORNING CGHRONDCGLH: 97 Mareh U855.. 

TORONTO. DATE Y SLEADER l2 sMacreh 1855 

CLOBE, 02> Mareh 1855. The major accounts of this debate (GLOBE, 12 March 
1855, TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 12 March 1855, and MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 
1855), state that Mr. Pouliot moved this amendment; however, Telegraph 
(GLOBE, 6 March 1855), and the numerous Telegraph reports carrying this 
item, report Dr. T. Fortier moved the amendment. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

TORONTO DATLY LEADER, 12 March 1855. 
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MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 12 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

TORONLO=DATLY LEADER l2eMarchmelsoor 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

TORONTOPDATLY TEEADERS 92) Matsechuwl’S55\- 

IBID. 

MORNGINGHCHRONICGE Bea March als S52 mel ORONTOMDAMT VouhH ADT Resi? = Man'G hel 3 Simi, 
reportis "Mrz Piouliot's’ [or Dr. Th) Fortier‘s?] amendment wasithen post— 
poned:.... This differs from Scrapbook Hansard (5. March 1855),°°) MONTREAL 
GAZETTE, 8 March 1855, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 17 March 1855, which have 
reported the amendment was withdrawn. 

GLOBES S123 Marche less. 

GLOBE, 12 March 1855, reports this motion but differs from the JOURNALS and 
limiapanblowticrexs) Slice tee) Whe, Iteyelateie., Tao ive) [Die |2oyelllstial- 

GLOBE U2 Marche ksa5i. 

LBD! 

IBID. 

GLOBES 22) Maren W855: 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

IBID. 

PBEDs 

LBGDs 

TBEDs 

IBID. 

TBE 

LORONTOSDATING LEADER, 2) Mareh W355). 

Telegraph (GLOBE, 7 March 1855). 

The commentary of LE PAYS, 10 March 1855, describes the events which 
occurred when the new Provincial Secretary Mr. Cartier, took his oaths. 
They are reprinted here for the reader's interest: 

"Sir Allan McNab et M. Brodeur, .../ -L"ont. présenté “a> lay Chambre: 

"L'Orateur fit remarquer alors qu'il n'avait recu aucune information 
officielle de l'élection de M. Cartier pour le comté de Verchéres et que, 
par conséquent, il ne pouvait l'admettre comme membre de la Chambre.... Le 
galant chevalier regarde tour-a-tour 1'Orateur, le plafond, les tribunes; 
aucun expédient ne se présente a son imagination pour le tirer d'embarras. 

"M. Brodeur fesait mine de vouloir s'enfuir et regardait son siége. 

"Imaginez-vous un peu la belle (sic) esclandre? Le Secrétaire-provin- 
cial qui s'exposait a @tre empoignéi par le sergsent<d'armes, etecondult 
comme un intrus! 

"Par un bonheur providentiel, M. Cartier avait un double de 1l'indenture 
qui lui avait été délivrée par i'officier-rapporteur; SGA! Vani tsemeran= 
ponne a l'indulgence de la Chambre, le député de Verchéres fut installé par 
M. Brodeur.” 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 12 March 1855. 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 
GLOBE, U2 March? 1855: 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 12 March 1855. 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 
ChOBES) U2eMarchelg55. 
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CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 
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CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 
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CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 
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In a commentary, 


GLOBE, 


li3> March 55," deseribes 


Mr. Post. Gen. Spence's speech as "a most fiery philippic". TORONTO DAILY 
13 March 1855, comments that "The Opposition were perfectly 
d.... Brown temporarily retired from the House." 
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GLOBES 2 tlanch) USS 5: In response to Mr. Spence's ‘attacks early in the 
debate, the commentary of HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 17 March 1855), notes: 
"Mr. Sandfield MacDonald could stand it no longer, and summoning courage 
from the presence of Mr. Brown, who had resumed his seat, started to his 
feet, and pounced upon the Postmaster General, denouncing him and his 
colleagues". 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 12 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 12 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 12 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 2 Mareh V855. 
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MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBES I Z2eMarch) S55 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBER Ze Martech 855). 

IBID. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBE, IZ eharcheleso:, 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBE) UZetlareh 855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

GLOBES  U2eMarche le S5:. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 7 March 1855. 

CLhOBE eZ eManch me Spr. 

IBID. 

GLOBE,+ 12 March 1855, reports: ») "ae the, House adjournedtatreleven 
Oo -elock. " 

MONTREAL GAZETTE, 9 March 1855. 
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GLOBE, 12 March 1855. The Telegraph (GLOBE, 6 March 1855), Telegraph 
(LA MINERVE, 6 March 1855), and all other Telegraph accounts which carry 
this subject, report Mr. Cauchon's answer to be the exact opposite of that 
which has been reported by GLOBE, 12 March 1855. The version carried in 
Telegraph (GLOBE, 6 Mareh! 1855); is reprinted here for thepgreaden s 
interest: "Mr. Cauchon said, ministers did not intend to introduce any 
measure for the amendment of the Lower Canada School Act; but they might 
do something with respect to the School Inspectors." 


2012 


154. Telegraph (GLOBE, 6 March 1855). 
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176. Telegraph (MORNING CHRONICLE, 6 March 1855). 


TUESDAYS 6 MARCH 1855 


(633) 

THE following Petitions were severally brought up and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Turcotte,--The Petition of the Reverend T. Trudelle and others, Curés 
and Misstonaries of Somerset and other Townships; and the Petition of Jean 
Gagné, of the Parish of St. Ettenne de La Malbate, Notary. 

By Mr. Patrick,--The Petition of the Reverend Enoch Wood and others, Mints- 
ters of the Wesleyan Methodist Chureh in Canada; the Petttton of J. Ferrier and 
others, Representatives of the Wesleyan Methodist Church tin Canada; and the 
Petition of John O'Donnell and others, of Augusta, County of Grenville. 

By Mr. Brodeur,--The Petition of the Reverend L. Misaél Archambault, Founder 
and Prinetpal of the St. Hugues Academy. i 

By Mr. Stevenson,--The Petition of L.A. Bailey and others, of the Village of 
Consecon and vicintty; the Pettttion of James McDonald and others, Dtrectors of 
the Mutual Fire Insurance Company, County of Prince Edward; and the Petitton of 
the Provtstonal Proprtetors in the Metropolitan Gas and Water Company. 

By Mr, Gill,--The Petition of Miss Eliza Hébert, School Teacher at 
St. Michel d'Yamaska; and the Petition of Mrs. Josephte P. Grenier and 
Mrs. Luce P. Bergeron, School Teachers at St. Mtehel d'Yamaska. 

By Mr. Felton,--The Petition of the Reverend G.L.E. Duhault and others, of 
the Townshtps of Wotton, Weedon, Garthby, Stratford, Winslow, and Ham. 





























Gentleman. 

By Mr. Crawford,--The Petition of the Munictpal Counctl of the Untted Coun- 
ttes of Leeds and Grenville. 

By Mr. Whitney,--The Petition of the Reverend Joseph Scott and others, of 
the County of Misstsquot. 

By Mr. Brown,--The Petitton of the Munictpal Council of the County of 
Lambton;--the Pettttons of Thomas Orchard and others,--the Petttton of Hugh 
Sharon and others,--the Petttton of Levit Fowler and others,--and the Petition of 
Andrew Crosbie and others, all Members of the Canadian Prohibitory Liquor 
League. 

By Mr. Darche,--The Petitton of Pterre Viger and others, of the Parish of 
Boucherville, County of Chambly, Censitatires. 

By Mr. Delong,--The Petition of John McDonald and others, Proprtetors of 
Water-power on the River Gananoque. 

By Mr. Wilson,--The Petition of James V. White and others. 











Mr. Murney, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitions complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Megantic, tnformed the House, That James Smith, Esquire, a Member and 
the Chatrman of the Commtttee, was not present within one hour after the time 
appointed for the meeting of the satd Committee, thts day. 


(654) 

Ordered, That Mr. Poultot have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Lower 
Canada Muntetpal Acts to provide better for the apportionment of the cost of 
Road Work in places where no valuatton Roll has been made, and to legalize 
certain extsting apporttonments. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Tuesday the twentieth instant. 
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MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH moved that the following Proviso be added to the 33rd 
Rule of this House, that is to say: Provided that no second motion to the same 
effect shall be made until after some intermediate proceeding may be had.t He 
pointed out the inconvenience arising from the operation of the rule as it now 
stood. It put it in the power of two or three members to move one adjournment 
after another, no matter how large the majority opposed to the adjournment might 
be.2 In submitting his motion, he explained that its object was to make it 
impossible for a few members of the House to prevent the closing of a Debate, by 
successive motions of adjournment. He recollected of one instance in which from 
eleven to one o'clock he had himself by one motion of adjournment after another 
exhausted the patience of the House, and compelled the Debate to be postponed. 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) opposed the motion, regarding the present 
practice as necessary for the protection of the Minority, and one which the 
members of the administration themselves, were they still in ... opposition, 
would be most desirous of having maintained.4 


MR. BROWN also opposed the motion. There were many cases in which a Govern- 
ment might be pushing measures with undue haste, when it was in the highest 
degree desirable that the Minority should have the means in their own hands of 
delaying a final decision, till an opportunity should be given the country of 
expressing an opinion on those measures. And there was a sufficient check on 
the improper exercise of this privilege, in the circumstance that all the votes 
were printed and went to the country the morning after they were given. 
Probably the Solicitor General, on the occasion he had referred to, when he saw 
his successive motions in the Proceedings of next morning, would have felt far 
from satisfied with himself, had he been unable to justify his course before his 
constituents and the country. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said the rule had been amended in the House of 
Commons in the very same way in which it was proposed to amend it here, as it 
was formed to occasion interruption to the business of the House.© 


(654) 

Mr. Soltcttor General Smtth moved, seconded by the Honorable Sir Allan MN. 
MacNab, and the Questton being put, That the thirty-third Standing Rule of this 
House be amended, by adding the following Proviso at the end thereof: 
"Provided, that no second Motton to the same effect shall be made until after 





some tntermedtate proceeding may be had;" the House dtvided: and the names 
being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 
YEAS. 


Messteurs Bellingham, Blanchet, Cameron, Cartter, Cayley, Chabot, Chapats, 


Chauveau, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cook, Crawford, Jean B. Daoust, Delong, 


Desaulniers, Dionne, Dostaler, Felton, Ferres, Thomas Fortier, Octave Cc 
Fortter, Fournter, Gamble, Gill, Guévremont, Jackson, Labelle, Laporte, 


LeBoutillier, Lemieux, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Stir A.N. MacNab, 
MeCann, Matheson, Meagher, Mongenais, Angus Morrison, Patrick, Polette, Pouliot, 





Rankin, Robinson, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, 
Thtbaudeau, Turcotte, Whitney, and Yeilding.--(53.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bourassa, Brown, Bureau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. 
Dorton, Fergusson, Ferrie, Flint, Foley, Frazer, Hartman, Holton, Laberge, 
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Lumsden, John S. Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, Marchildon, Matttce, Munro, 


So tt was resolved in the Affirmattve. 


Ordered, That Mr. Charles Daoust have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 
Judicature Act of Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Charles Daoust have leave to bring in a Bill to establish 
a Registry Office in Muntcipality No. 1, of the County of Beauharnots. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 


Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petttton complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 


(6355) 
County of Montmagny, tnformed the House, That William Fredertck Powell, 
John P. Crysler, and James Ross, Esqutres, Members of the Commtttee, were not 
present within one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the satd 
Committee, thts day. 
Ordered, That William Frederick Powell, Esquire, do attend tin his place in 
thts House To-morrow. 











Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Macdonald have leave to 
bring itn a Bill to make further provision for the Grammar and Common Schools of 
Upper Canada. 


MR. BROWN would not enter into a discussion of the Bill at this stage, but 
hight Temdanky thdtees.. thissivas the tinct time a Brel had ®been ant rcoduced 
applying to both the Common and Grammar Schools. Would it be convenient to ... 
unite the Legislation for both departments in one statute?/ 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD replied that one object of the Bill was to enact 
that Grammar School Trustees and the Trustees of Common Schools in each munici- 
pality or city should form one Board, another was to have a Model Grammar School 
in conne[c]tion with the Model Normal School. The union though unusual, could 
hardly be avoided.8 


(635) 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 


Ordered, That the Petitton of the Munictpal Council of the County of 
Waterloo, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 


The Order of the House of yesterday, for the attendance of James Smtth, 
Esquire, tn hts place in this House this day, being read: And Mr. Smith not 
attending in hts place; 

Ordered, That the 84th Section of "The Election Petitions Act of 1851" be 
now read:--And the same betng read; 

Ordered, That James Smith, Esqutre, being one of the Members of the Select 
Committee appointed to try and determine the matter of the Petitions complaining 
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of an undue Electton and Return for the County of Megantic, and not having been 
present within one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the Commit- 
tee yesterday, and this day, and not having attended in his place in the House 
thts day, be taken into the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms attending this 
House, for such neglect of duty. 


Mr. Gould, from the Committee of the whole House to consider the expediency 
of repealing part of the Act 16 Vie. cap. 184, reported a Resolution; which was 
read, as followeth:-- oakk 

Resolved, That tt is expedient to repeal so much of the Act 16 Vte., 
cap. 184, as imposes the necessity of taking out a Licence in each County or 
Untted Counttes in Upper Canada, by persons disposing of Articles manufactured 
in the Province. 

The satd Resolution, betng read a second time, was agreed to. 

Ordered, That Mr. Crawford have leave to bring in a Bill to repeal part of 
the Act 16 Vie. cap. 184, relating to Ltcences on Articles manufactured in this 
Province. : 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time 
To-morrow. 


The Order of the day for taking into consideration the Report of the Select 
Committee appotnted to enqutre into and report upon the means of publtshing and 
obtaining a correct and tmparttal Report of the Debates of this House, betng 
read; 

Ordered, That the said Order of the day be postponed until Thursday next. 


The Honorable Mr. Cartier, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, pre- 
sented, pursuant to Addresses to His Excellency the Governor General,--Return to 
[an] Address from the Legislative Assembly of the 6th December, 1854, for coptes 
of all the Complaints which have been made against Mr. Maguire, Inspector and 
Superintendant of Poltce of Quebec. 

For the satd Return, see Appendix (B.B.B.) 


(656) 

Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly to His Excellency the 
Governor General of the 26th ultimo, for copy of Correspondence (tf any have 
taken place) between the Government and J.S. McCord, Esquire, Ctreuit Judge, 
respecting change of place for holding the Circuit Court in and for the 
Beauharnots Circutt:-- 

No correspondence of the nature alluded to in the above menttoned Address 
has taken place between the Government and Mr. Circuit Judge J.S. MeCord. 

By Command, Fa 
Secretary's Of ftce, Geo. Et. Cartier, Secretary. 
Quebec, 6th March, 1855. 


Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General, dated the 28th ultimo, praying His Excellency to cause to be 
laid before the House, copies of all memorials and letters addressed to the 
Government before and since the eighteenth of December last, by the Clergy of 
the Churches of England, Scotland and Rome, and by the British Wesleyan Method- 
tst Church, for Indian Missions in this Province, and the Bodtes representing 
the same respectively, or any or etther of them, tneluding any Schedule or List 
of the names of the Stipendtaries claiming a right to stipends or allowances, or 
to a Commutation of the same under the terms of the Act passed on the etghteenth 
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of December last, tntituled, "An Act to make better provision for the approprta- 
tion of money artstng from the Lands heretofore known as the Clergy Reserves, by 
rendering them avatlable for Muntctpal purposes," together with the replies of 
the Government thereto, including coptes of any Orders of Council touching such 
Commutatton. 

For the said Return, see Appendix (L.L.) 


The Honorable Mr. Cartier, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, pre- 
sented, by Command of His Excellency the Governor General,--Munictpal Returns 
for Lower Canada, under the Act 16 Vie. cap. 165. 

For the satd Returns, see Appendix (K.) 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to abolish the right 
of Appeal to Her Majesty's Privy Counctl tn certain cases, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Friday next. 


MR. MERRITT moved the third reading of the Bill to amend the Port Dalhousie 
and Thorold Railway Act.? 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB wished the third reading put off until the rail- 
road committee should have reported on some questions involved in this bil1.19 


MR. CAMERON intimated his intention to oppose the bill, and wished to ask 
the Government whether they intended to authorize competing railroad lines to be 
constructed by any parties who chose to take them in hand. ll 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said that some understanding on that point would 
shortly be come to, and a measure originating with the railroad committee would 
be submitted to the House, before the member for Lincoln's bill came up again.!2 


MR. MERRITT said that this bill had already been before the railroad commit-— 
tee, reported on by that committee, and affirmed by a majority of the House, and 
he might have carried it through the third reading before the recess, but had 
postponed it for a day out of deference to the member for Niagara, who happened 
to be absent. The Railroad for which he asked this bill was no competing line, 
but one of great public utility, which would bring the products of the south 
shores of Lake Erie down to Lake Ontario, and through Canada, and if any man in 
this House opposed the bill, he did so on private and not on public grounds. 
But, as it appeared that the Government intended to bring in a general railroad 
law, a thing he decidedly approved of, he was perfectly willing to postpone the 
bill for a short while, until he ascertained the decision of the Government. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB explained that he had not meant to say that the 
Government intended to bring in a general railroad act. He merely said that the 
particular question adverted to by Mr. Cameron would be brought before the 
railroad committee, and that they would come to some decision on the subject. 
Personally, he (Sir Allan) was opposed to all competing lines.14 


MR. BROWN.--Surely the honorable and gallant knight does not mean to say 
that the Government intend to cast off the responsibility of an important ques- 
tion like this, and to place it on one of the Standing Committees! Such a 
measure should originate with the Government, and then be referred to the rail- 
road committee, if necessary, to be maturely considered. If the gallant knight 
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takes any other course, he does not assume that proper responsibility which 
devolves upon him as a minister of the Crown. (Hear, hear.)!5 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I will take precisely the course that I said I 
would take. I am chairman of the railroad committee, and will consult with them 
on this subject, and when the proper time comes, I will communicate with my 
colleagues, and they no doubt will act as they may be required to do in the 
circumstances. 16 


MR. CAMERON, in reply to Mr. Merritt, said that the proposed railroad would 
Deva competunge lime to the Erie and Ontario sallroad, which had a charter 
already.!/ 


MR. MERRITT repeated his assertion, and stated that the Erie and Ontario 
railroad had no right to go to Dunnville by their charter, and this the honor- 
able and learned member for Toronto himself, as a lawyer, would be forced to 
admit, if he examined it.18 


The order of the third reading of the bill was then postponed!9, 


(6356) 

The Order of the day for the third reading of the Bill to amend the Port 
Dathouste and Thorold Ratlway Act, by extending the satd Road from Thorold to 
Port Colborne, and for other purposes, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read the third time on Tuesday the twentieth 
instant. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to constitute the 
Electoral County of Sherbrooke into a separate Municipality, and to establish a 
Regtstry Office therein, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time To-morrow. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to constitute the 
Electoral County of Argenteuitl into a separate Municipality, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Wednesday the fourteenth 
tnstant. 


(637) 

The House, according to Order, resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill 
to extend the time for completing the Louth Harbour; and after some ttme spent 
therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Bell reported, That the Commtt- 
tee had gone through the Bill, and made an amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 

Mr. Bell reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendment was read, and 
agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Bill be read the third time To-morrow. 











MR. DARCHE moved the second reading of the bill to require annual returns 
from educational establishments.29 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON said he must oppose the bill, especially as the 
mover of it had given no explanation of his reasons for introducing it, and of 


the object aimed at.21 [He] said the measure was uncalled for22, 


MR. HOLTON said the bill was a very short one, and23 that the Vet yeti her or 
Epenprilis surticientiy explained its object, ‘and he was surprised ‘that the 
Government should prevent the procuring of information which it was very impor- 
tant to have.24 
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MR. COM: GRe LANDS GAUCHON said that a bis of thits) sortsrequired some 
further explanation than its mere title afforded. At present the House had the 
power of demanding information if it chose from any of these institutions, and 
why introduce a bill for the same purpose. The promoter of the bill, he 
believed, was influenced by2> sinister?© motives which he would not like to 
avow, and he begged therefore to move an amendment that the bill be not now read 
a second time, but that it be read a second time this day six months.2/ 


MR. J. DORION (Drummond) explained in French the object of the bill, which 
he stated was to carry out the principle that all institutions receiving grants 
of the public money should be bound to give annual returns of the mode in which 
they were conducted.28 Some academies and other educational institutions were 
already obliged to report to parliament.2? 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said that all other corporate establishments, 
receiving aid from the public chest, were required to make annual returns for 
the information of the House and of the country, and why should educational 
institutions be excepted? What possible reason could the Government have for 
refusing to allow this information to be obtained? He was astonished that the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands should have got up and opposed so reasonable a 
demand as that contained in the bill. At the same time such opposition coming 
from the leader of the Lower Canadian section of the administration was very 


significant. (Hear, hear.)39 The public had some reason to apprehend such a 
course from that honorable gentleman, and he had thus early in his ministerial 
career justified their most sincere anticipations.?! It was just in conformity 


with the predictions which had been thrown out as to the influence that honour- 
able gentleman would have in the administration, that a bill of this nature 
should be the first one to receive his most strenuous opposition. (Hear, hear.) 
Let honourable members bear in mind that the object of the bill was to require 
all educational institutions obtaining public aid to furnish yearly returns of 
the manner in which they expended the money so received, instead of making it 
necessary, in order to obtain that information, to move a separate address to 
the Governor General in each particular case. Let honourable members consider 
this, and then ask themselves whether any good reason had been given by the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands for opposing a bill, making so reasonable a demand. 
(Hear, hear.) There must be some reason for this opposition, which it would not 
be at all creditable to the administration to have brought out. It was not 
unlikely that the Commissioner of Crown Lands had taken his colleagues them- 
selves by surprise in the stand he had now taken, but he trusted there was 
spirit and independence in the House to have this bill read a second time, in 
spite of the remarkable opposition it had met with.32 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--No doubt members for Lower Canada would be obliged 
to the honorable member for Glengarry for taking charge of the defence of their 
bill. But he found it also applied to Upper Canada. All educational institu- 
tions in the province not now compelled to report to parliament should be 
compelled to report, shewing the real property held by them, list of tutors, 
whether lay or ecclesiastic, number of pupils, &c. Now the common schools 
throughout the province did not report to parliament but to the Superintendent 
of Education.33 If it became law, the trustees of Grammar Schools would be 
required to make annual returns to the Legislature. He was satisfied that if 
such returns were enforced, no one would be got to serve as trustees.2-4 All 
these reports, numbering several thousands, would therefore have to be made in 
quadruplicate hereafter, giving the trustees an immense amount of useless 
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trouble.2° As regards its effect on Lower Canada Institutions, he did not find 


any demand for such a measure by members from this section of the Province. And 
he thought it would be time enough to pass such a bill when it was demanded by 
the people of Lower Canada.36 


MR. HARTMAN said there was a special proviso in the bill, which removed 
DidcMObieCr MOM and. Mn NOL: SUttucHenily explicit,» Tt could bet made "so: an 
committee. 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH then repeated the insinuation, originating with the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, that the bill had been framed to meet some particu- 
lar case, and to give trouble to some institution in the locality of the gentle- 
man who had introduced it.38 


MR. O'FARRELL maintained that those educational institutions, which were not 
required by law, on being incorporated, to furnish the information asked for, 
had now a vested right to withhold it. (Oh! oh!) There must have been some 
reason for the wise forbearance in not insisting that annual returns should be 
furnished, and it was now too late to interfere with what had become a vested 
right.39 When such details as these had been moved for from certain railways 
and other commercial companies, the House had refused to authorize the demand. 
They should do so and ought to do so with still greater propriety in respect of 
these institutions.49 It was sufficiently apparent to his own mind that the 
object of the bill was to level an attack at the Catholic institutions of Lower 
Canada. 


MR. CHABOT said if the bill simply ordered a return of how the money granted 
was spent he should not object to it. Parliament had a right to demand this. 
True many might rather decline to receive the pittance42 [OR] balance43 granted 
them than take it on such troublesome conditions, but parliament might perfectly 
exact this much. But the bill asked too much. If amended in that way he should 
have no objection to vote for it. Such returns might serve a good purpose and 
disabuse the minds of many people of prejudices entertained against the manage- 
ment of Lower Canada educational institutions. Much of the information asked 
for by the bill in its present shape, however, was wholly unnecessary.+4 


MR. MACKENZIE said this evening's proceedings furnished a curious illustra- 
tion of the remarks he had made last night, when he described the Government as 
an omnium gatherum of all sorts of old rubbish and antiquities. (Laughter.) 
The Postmaster General then rose in his place and without anybody asking him 
delivered himself of a splendid oration to prove that the whole Government was 
just as liberal as himself. But the very moment a bill was introduced, which 
would enable them to illustrate their liberality by supporting it, they gave the 
lie to their professions, and endeavoured to kick it out. Was he not right in 
describing them as akin to the fossils which were possessed of life and motion 
in some old period of the world's history, but were now dead and useless. He 
wished Capt. Grose were here. The captain would at once find himself at home 
among the gentlemen on the treasury benches. (Laughter.)4° They had declared 
in a recent act that they wanted no union between Church and State, even the 
honorable and gallant knight, who had for 30 years chaunted the praises of the 
union of Church and State subscribed that declaration. But now it seems they 
did want to pay large sums out of the consolidated revenues of the country for 
sectarian religious institutions, and not call on them to give any account of 
it.46© When this House was constantly asked for sums of money to build temples 
for educational establishments connected with religious bodies, the Government 
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came forward to oppose a measure like this; refusing any information as to the 
mode of managing the funds which were placed at their disposal. The Government 
used no argument against the Bill. Would any member of the Government stand up 
in his place and say that an Institution which had last year got £500, should 
not furnish, this year, a statement of how that money was spent?4/ (Hear, 
hear.)48 The banks and other corporate bodies published periodical statements 
of their affairs in order to give the public confidence in them, and assure them 
of the proper use of privileges bestowed on them by parliament. Why should not 
the same thing be exacted from collegiate institutions enjoying parliamentary 
grants. A similar enquiry had been set on foot by Lord Brougham in England, and 
it had been found that large funds originally devoted to educational purposes 
had been perverted from their original destination, and legislation ensued to 
return them to those uses. Thus the education of a million of children in 
England had been provided for. He understood that in some Lower Canada institu- 
tions, where several scholars were supported at the expense of the government, 
the scholarships had been made a matter of party patronage not given to assist 
the meritorious poor. He would like to know if this was true. As for this bill 
it was an honor to the Lower Canada member who brought it in and would be an 
honor to the House if they passed it.49 


MR. FELTON, said the support given to this bill by Hon. members opposite 29 
[and] from the remarks which had fallen from the honourable member for 
Haldimand, [he] had no doubt that this was an unequivocal attack on the Catholic 
institutions of Lower Canada.°! 


MR. MACKENZIE denied that he had ever said a word against the Catholic 
insta bUbEONSwOLMUOWwe GECanadda, led ther som this tl oom OF Om wehesrc ommssmcintes On: 
America. 2 


MR. FELTON remarked that, if that were the case, it was from no want of 
will, for every one knew that if the honourable member could say anything 
against the Catholic institutions, he would soon say it. He considered that the 
only effect of the bill would be to bring in cart-loads of returns of which they 
could make no use. He held in his hands at this moment--not the returns now 
called for by law, because none in this House would be strong enough to carry 
them--but a mere list of the institutions bound to give those returns, a list 
covering fourteen closely printed pages. And who has ever read them?>3 


MR. MACKENZIE.--I have read every one of them.°4 


MR. FELTON.--If the honourable member has read them, how can he get up and 
say that no information is furnished as to the working of those institutions? 
[He] pointed out that twenty-five Educational Institutions of Lower Canada 
already made returns. None of the supporters of this Bill had shown the candor 
to make this admission.2® He could not oppose the granting of such proper 
demands for information into the expenditures of the funds given to these insti- 
tutions, but this was not asked for in the right way by this bill. It asked too 
much.... The promoters of this measure should have proceeded by a Committee to 
enquire into the necessity for it in the first instance.>/ 


MR. SOMERVILLE, as a Lower Canadian member, must say that he could see no 
reasonable objection to this bill. When large sums of money were indiscrimi- 
nately given to those institutions, there must be some hidden reason for oppos- 
ing the demand for information as to the manner in which that money had been 
expended? (Hear, hear.) He should therefore vote for the second reading of the 
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bill, although he regretted that he should be forced on the present occasion to 
vote against a Government, to whom he had been accustomed to yield a hearty 
support. (Hear, hear.)28 If the details required amendment, as appeared from 
some of the objections raised, they could be amended in Committee.?? 


MR. WILSON complained that no reasons had been given by the Government for 
opposing a bill, which was so reasonable on the face of it, as it could hardly 
be disputed that it was desirable that the Legislature and the country should be 
put in possession of the fullest information touching all those institutions to 
which public aid was granted. (Hear, hear.)®9 The Legislature had sanctioned 
the principle of this bill by making the furnishing of such returns a condition 
of the charters of all recently created educational institutions when incorpo- 
rated. That rule should be extended and made universal. If the provisions of 
the bill were too wide on the face of them, that defect could be remedied in 
Committee. The proviso showed the intentions of the framer, and the soundness 
of the principle®l so reasonable as to meet the approbation of every unpreju- 
diced mind. He denied hostility to Lower Canada in supporting the bill. The 
propriety of such a bill commended it to his support .©4 


MR. HOLTON desired to speak to one point, and only one point raised by the 
honourable member for Wolfe, (Mr. Felton.) That honourable member affirmed that 
those who favoured this bill were actuated by motives of hostility to Lower 
Canada Catholic institutions. He did not know by what right the honourable 
member assumed the guardianship of Catholic institutions, but at all events he 
was not afraid that any one who knew him (Mr. Holton) would charge him with 
being actuated by hostility to those institutions. And the accusation was 
absurd in the present instance, the bill being introduced by a Roman Catholic 
representative of a Roman Catholic constituency, seconded by another Roman 
Catholic representative of a Roman Catholic constituency, and applying to Prot- 
estant as well as to Roman Catholic institutions.®3 The opposition offered to 
this measure was not based on any reference to its merits or demerits, but was 
raised for partizan purposes by an honorable member who aspired to lead Roman 
Catholic sentiment in Lower Canada, and another hon. member who, with charges 
impending over him, was about to be investigated by the House, desires to throw 
a shield of Roman Catholic influence in the House before him, to protect 
himself.64 (Order, order!)®9 


MR. FELTON rose to order. What right had the honourable member for Montreal 
to know that those charges would be brought forward, or impertinently to assume 
that those charges were true? He appealed to the Speaker whether the honourable 
member should not be called upon to retract. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said, if the charge made by the member for 
Montreal, was that the member for Wolfe by the position he took up in regard to 
this bill; was endeavouring to induce Lower Canadian members to assist in 
defending himself against accusations that would shortly be brought against him, 
then no language could be too strong to characterize the unparliamentary conduct 
of the member for Montreal.®’ The course pursued by the hon. member for 
Montreal was most improper, and calculated to forestall the opinion of the house 
on a question not yet before it. They could not then move to have his words 
taken down and exact an apology, but he trusted the hon. member would see the 
impropriety of the expressions he had made use of, and feel that it was due to 
himself as well as to the house and country to retract and apologise for them. 
If not there was still another proceeding by which the honorable member might be 
compelled by the house to conduct himself as a gent leman.©8 
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MR. HOLTON said that if, in the language he had made use of, he had exceeded 
the rules of debate, he exceedingly regretted it, but he regretted also that the 
gallant knight, in his capacity as the leader of this House, should not have 
chosen to administer rebuke in terms more in consonance with the canons of 
conventional intercourse. He thought the rebuke involved a much greater offence 
against the proprieties of Parliamentary debate, than the original offence 
imputed to himself. When the hon. member for Wolfe chose to impute to him and 
the other supporters of this Bill that they were actuated by hostility to Roman 
Catholic Institutions, he felt strongly and repelled strongly such an imputa- 
tion®? which was utterly unjust. /9 But if in doing so, he exceeded the proper 
limits of debate, he exceedingly regretted it, and was willing to make such an 
apology as might be called for by the House. He was not aware, however that in 
the present case, hewnead transcended the usual Limits of debate. /1 


MR. FELTON said he had not meant anything offensive in his own remarks, for 
he was not aware that there was any sin in a gentleman having a political 
hostility to any partivenudaz faith.’/2 The honorable member for Montreal had not 
spoken before him, therefore his remarks could not have applied to him, they 
were more especially intended for the Upper Canada supporters of this bil1/3. 
But it was a much graver charge that was made against himself and the hon. 
member made use of those words on purpose to/4 arrouse (sic) Upper Canada anti- 
Catholic prejudices against him’, and to forestall the decision of the House on 
the case referred to (order, order.) /6 He hurled back the charges and insinua- 
tions of the honorable member in his teeth. He asked for no shield or influence 
to aid him to defend himself. He could and would be prepared to defend his 
character, whenever, however, and by whomsoever assailed.// 


MR. FERRES, as another Lower Canada member, must vote for the second reading 
of the bill. Aside from all prejudices, religious or otherwise, he felt bound 
to support the principle that whenever public money was given, an account for 
its expenditure must be rendered. In Lower Canada he felt this was much needed. 
In Upper Canada they might have already sufficient checks provided by the excel- 
lent educational system, upon this expenditure. In Lower Canada they had not. 
He was opposed to all class legislation especially that for religious purposes. 
He would have all their institutions receiving legislative grants or legislative 
privileges whether Protestant or Catholic placed upon the same footing and 
obliged to account in the same manner. The bill was a step in the right direc- 
tion, its defects might be amended in Committee, and if passed into law it might 
avert the evil which resulted in England/8 [where] trusts of the most important 
character had fallen into improper hands, and large sums of money granted for 
educational purposes had been dissipated, or used for entirely different pur- 
poses, in consequence of the Government exercising no surveillance over the 
management of the funds. To prevent such a state of things here, he would vote 
for this’ Bill. Lhe educationvot she country was dad matter of that sacred “charac— 
ter, that it could not be too closely watched by the Government./? . 


MR. CHAUVEAU, thought the bill no such terrible affair as it had been repre- 
sented. He believed, however, that the friends of the measure might better have 
attained their object in another manner89 [OR] on another occasion.8! There was 
a better mode of getting information as to the condition of educational institu- 
tions, than by requiring trustees to furnish information. By addressing the 
Governor, all the information necessary for the House to know could be got.o2 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON was not opposed, nor was the Government, to the 
principle so earnestly contended for on the opposite side. He was prepared to 
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admit the right of Parliament to call on any institution to account for the 
Manner in which it had expended any grant of money. He would make the giving of 
this information a condition of all new charters granted,83 Grants should be 
refused to any Institutions that should refuse to give the information when 
asked for. And he would go further than this. He would admit that, if at any 
time inconvenience arose from no general law being in exis[t]ence requiring such 
returns, he would willingly vote for a carefully prepared and well digested 
measure, providing for those returns being made. But he opposed this Bill, 
firstly, because it was introduced under peculiar circumstances, and was the 
result of certain feelings, 84--a feeling of ill-concealed hostility to certain 
Lower Canadian institutions®5,--and should therefore be opposed, because when 
they went into general legislation, they should be guided by different feelings 
altogether. And he opposed it also, because it not only affected the Institu- 
tions mentioned in the Bill but because it would have the effect of obliging 
every School Trustee to send in a report of his school. Another reason he had 
for opposing the Bill was the disposition it shewed to attack Catholic Institu- 
tions. If there was no such feeling, why did it provide for "distinguishing 
which of the Professors and Teachers are Laymen and which are Ecclesiastics?"86 
What purpose could such information serve but the gratification of some reli- 
gious pique. Besides the bill was wholly uncalled for and unnecessary. These 
returns had always been furnished when called for, until some refusal of infor- 
mation was required, legislation was not required. When there was any such 
refusal, he should be prepared to give his support to legislation necessary to 
compel returns.8/ 


MR. SANBORN said the hon. gentleman at the outset of his remarks had estab- 
lished most thoroughly the necessity for this Bill. He had given every sound 
reason why the bill should pass and only the flimsy reason it should not pass, 
that he suspected the motives of those who had brought it in. (Hear, hear.) He 
thought that as legislators they ought to take higher ground than this, and 
support the measure if it was a good one without troubling themselves with the 
inquiry whether it had originated in proper motives or not.88 They ought none 
of them to take their position as the partizans of any religious body. They 
were sent there and were bound to protect the civil rights of the people whom 
they represented, even though it should be at the expense of any religious body 
with which they were connected. It seemed to him that the only correct prin- 
ciple in these matters was that on which the bill was based, viz, that whenever 
any educational or eleemonysary (sic) institution received government moneys it 
should account to Parliament for the expenditure, showing by an account of its 
progress and position how much good it had been enabled to effect. This measure 
seemed to be treated by some as an attack on the Roman Catholic Church, but he 
could not see what harm it could do it. For his part he always endeavored to 
divest himself of all prejudices respecting religious bodies, and he would never 
lend his influence to any such attacks. He desired to act, and he thought other 
Hon. members should act upon the simple consideration whether it was expedient 
that such a measure as this should pass or not. 


MR. CAMERON said that he had not understood as yet from any member of the 
Government, that they entertained any objection to the principle of the Bill; 
and seeing on the notice-paper the notice of a bill by the Inspector-General for 
the auditing of the public accounts, he considered himself at liberty to assume, 
until it was contradicted, that the Government intended to introduce into that 
bill provisions which would secure the object aimed at in this one, but in a 
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more efficient manner.29 How could it be possible for them to be sincere in 
that matter, if they refused to accept the principle of the Bill before the 
House.?! This was a matter which peculiarly belonged to the Government to take 
up; and until he learned that they threw off the responsibility of taking 
measures to secure full information from all those institutions receiving grants 
of the public money, he would be prepared to resist a bill for the same object 
introduced by a private member. If the Government disavowed any intention of 
bringing in such a measure, then he would feel called upon to support this one, 
crude and ineffective though it were. He avowed himself in favor of the prin- 
ciple of the Bill, and he could not understand how any one could be opposed to 
it--it being simply this, that when any corporation or individual obtained a 
grant of the public funds for a public purpose, the Legislature, as the guardian 
of those funds, Madearricht: to call ion those corporations oF tndividuals to 
render an account of that which was a public trust--its being a public trust 
being the only reason that could induce the Legislature to grant those sums of 
money. He could not see, therefore, what hesitation gentlemen from Lower Canada 
could have in procuring those returns from Catholic institutions-—-or what hesi- 
tation gentlemen from Upper Canada could have in procuring those returns from 
Protestant institutions.?2 There was no warrant for saying that this bill was 
an attack on the Roman Catholic institutions of Lower Canada. They were only 
asked to do what Protest[ant] institutions in Upper Canada would have to do 
also. He did not know any reason why the Roman Catholic institutions should 
hesitate or object to furnish the returns. When they asked for aid the Legisla- 
ture granted it to them for public purposes, not for private use. It would have 
been refused if asked as a grant for private ends. They were therefore bound to 
account to Parliament for the manner in which they had effected the contemplated 
public object.23 But before deciding how he should vote in regard to the 
present Bill, he would wait for some explanation from the Government as to 
whether they did not mean to assume the responsibility themselves of providing 
for the object aimed at by the Bill now under discussion. 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY immediately took advantage of the hint thrown out by 
Hon. Mr. Cameron, and stated that proper returns from the various educational 
establishments would not fail to be included in the proposed bill for auditing 
the public accounts.22 In fact, such account would be required from all recip- 
ients of public moneys, without distinction. In this way a condensed report 
wouLd be laid before Parlrament by the, Board of Awdit, similar tor chat sho 
Common Schools by the superintendents of education, which were (sic) satisfac- 
tory. This would save the sending into Parliament and printing in the appen- 
dixes of the journals some 3000 returns from Upper Canada, and 2000 from Lower 
Canada.2® That could be of no possible service.?/ 


MR. BROWN said he conceived that the hon. and learned member for Toronto had 
taken up a very singular line of argument. He said he had not heard any member 
of the Government opposing the principle of the Bill. True, but he had heard 
what was far worse. They dared not oppose the pri[n]ciple avowedly, but a 
motion to give the Bill a six months' hoist was made by one member of the 
Government, and seconded by another member of the Government--and that without 
any reason whatever being given for the movement. (Hear, hear.) It must have 
been perfectly clear to every other member besides the learned gentleman, that 
the opposition by the Government and their supporters was designed to kill the 
toatl LAL Why did the Solicitor-General so strenuously oppose it, alleging the 
miserable quibble that the Common Schools, by its provisions, would be required 
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to send in returns? Who doubted that the hon. gentleman who introduced the Bill 
framed the proviso at the end expressly to exempt from its operation all insti- 
tutions already bound by law to send in returns? And when the Bill went into 
Committee, if that proviso was not quite so clear as lawyers might desire, it 
could easily be rectified. But the hon. and learned member for Toronto has 
another suggestion. He tells us the Inspector-General gave notice, some days 
ago, of a bill which might possibly include what was aimed at by this one; and 
if the Inspector-General will only say so, he (Mr. Cameron) promises to vote 
down the y5ili before the House. Now, what was this Bill of the Inspector- 
General? Why, it is a measure to secure the auditing of the public accounts--a 
very different thing from that now under consideration.? How (could sabato 
auditing the public accounts be made to embrace the objects of this bill? How 
could they in such a measure include an enactment for full returns from these 
institutions??? The present bill took a much wider range. Its object was, not 
to secure proper accounting for money spent, but to obtain information to guide 
members in voting money. Last year, they voted £25,000 to educational institu- 
tions, for purposes of which they knew almost nothing. The Administration 
brought formard (sic) the usual long list of grants to sectarian schools and 
colleges, and added to it a string of new institutions, the very names of which 
few members had ever heard of before--nay, some of which had no existence, while 
others were to be brought into existence by the very money thus voted. And yet 
they were to be told that they were not to know how their money had been 
expended--what number of students received instruction through its aid--what 
branches were taught--who were the Professors--in short, in what manner, and 
with what profit, the public money had been spent! Would they not, in the 
€ourse Gf a month, be called upon to vote [anlother £25,000 to these same 
institutions? and how could they say, on their consciences, that they were 
expending the public funds for proper and legitimate objects, unless they knew 
how the grants of previous years had been applied? (Hear, hear.) It was one 
thing to audit an account strictly after the money was spent, and quite another 
to judge by the success and mode of management of an institution, whether it was 
expedient to continue to sustain it with public money. The hon. member for 
Toronto says he heard no member of the Government speak against the principle of 
the Bill. Very true.100 They were doing much worse, they were shirking the 
matter altogether.101 Did he not hear one of their foremost supporters, the 
hon, “sentleman’ from Lotbiniére (Mr. O'Farrell), maintain that our asking for 
information as to their condition from schools we support, was an interference 
with their "vested rights?" ("Hear, hear," and laughter.) Did he not hear the 
fierce denunciations of other supporters of the Government? Has one man from 
that side of the House spoken a single word in favor of the principle of the 
Bill? Has one of the ministerial speakers admitted that it was a good measure? 
While they listened to the speeches of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, the late 
Commissioner of Public Works, the late Provincial Secretary, and the hon. member 
for. Wolfe, against the Bill, did not the Inspector-General and his U.C. col- 
leagues sit perfectly quiet, and allow it all to pass, without once hinting that 
they intended to introduce a measure of the same sort themselves? Would they 
have allowed their friends thus to denounce in the dark a coming ministerial 
measure? Not they. (Hear, hear.) The idea was entirely original on the part 
of the hon. and learned member for Toronto. He saw the tight place his friends 
were in, and kindly came to the rescue with this amusing suggestion about the 
Audit Bill. And it was excessively amusing to observe how greedily the honor- 
able Inspector-General caught at it at once. (Hear, hear.)102 
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MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY.--The honorable gentleman speaks about my taking the 
hint. Has he not seen the notice of the Bill upon the paper ?103 


MR. BROWN--Yes! There is a notice on the paper of a bill for auditing the 
public accounts, but what has that to do with the question now before the house? 
If it had any, why did not the honorable gentleman state so at the outset of the 
debate? (Hear, hear.) How often had we seen members of the administration get 
up and entreat honorable members to withdraw their bills, because they intended 
to introduce others of a similar character themselves. (Hear, hear.) Why did 
they not follow the usual practice in the present instance, instead of waiting 
until they saw the tide was going against them, and that some plausible story 
must be got up to save them from an impending defeat? (Hear, hear.) It had 
been said that the bill had been framed to attack Roman Catholic institutions. 
For his own part he had never seen the bill till it was brought forward this 
afternoon, and had only heard of it yesterday; but now that he had seen it, he 
must say that he considered the people of both Upper and Lower Canada were under 
a deep debt of obligation to the honorable member for Chambly, for having 
introduced it. (Hear, hear.) It was by no means creditable to their legisla- 
tion that they had last year voted grants to a whole batch of new institutions, 
of the very names of which they had never before heard, and knew nothing what- 
ever of who were the professors or what were the branches taught. And yet the 
honorable Inspector General said it would be quite enough if they had the 
accounts audited! (Hear, hear.) They ought to have regular returns, and full 
details regarding all those institutions, so that they might come intelligently 
to the consideration of each separate vote. (Hear, hear.) He did not speak of 
Lower Canada institutions merely. He spoke of those of Upper Canada as well. 
There were a number of institutions in Upper Canada receiving the public money, 
regarding which it was desirable that they should get the fullest information. 
It was a well known fact that one institution!94 received a grant of £500 and 
only had three students; another, with a large grant, had only 7.105 As to the 
Government Schools also, it had long been a crying evil that they did not 
EUMGneS eta el eee Orataste This no doubt would be remedied if a full enquiry was 
provided for in the bill of which the Attorney General had given notice to- 
night, but it was beyond question that a full enquiry ought to be made in every 
case, before they voted away the public money. After the discourses they had 
had as to the mode of expending the public money in the Board of Works--the 
lavish way it had gone almost without check--after the Government had blotted 
that out to a certain extent, after they had confessed their aim, and shown some 
desire to establish a better character for the future--how could they after all 
this stand up for continuing the old corrupt system in the matter of education? 
(Hear, hear.) If there was one department of the public service more than 
another into which the people's representatives should enquire diligently, it 
was this of education; there being no branch of the public service in which the 
public money was more liable to be wasted, or which at the same time gave 
greater scope for beneficial expenditure. It was well known in regard to Upper 
Canada College, that £1,100 a year had been for years wasted on that institu- 
tion in a way not.at,al!l crediteble to the care)of this Hougee, andstiat at 
proper enquiry had been regularly made, that money would have been saved to the 
country. And yet honorable gentlemen on the treasury benches’ told the house 
that there was no necessity for any enquiry into the workings of these institu- 
tions! (Hear, hear.) He would like to see members from Upper Canada! 6 
whether conservative or liberal,!07 going back to their constituents and telling 
them that when a bill was introduced providing that institutions receiving the 
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public money should send returns of the number of scholars, the branches taught, 
the number of teachers, the rates of fees, &c.--they, in the discharge of the 
trust reposed in them by the people, refused to permit enquiry and threw out the 
bill. And why? Because, forsooth, the honorable member for Montmorency, the 
ultramontane leader of the Lower Canadian section of the Government, compelled 
them! (Hear, hear.)108 ihe countzy would mark this. as the just act of that 
hon. member's leadership. 199 Last night the honorable Postmaster General told 
the house about the liberality of the administration, declaring that he was as 
conservative as any of his colleagues, and that they were quite as liberal as he 
was. They were all liberal and perfectly united and harmonious. Wonder if this 
opposition to all demand for information was a sample of their liberality! 
(Hear, hear.) He was a little surprised at hearing the honorable member for 
Montmorency repudiate the sentiments of the honorable member for Lotbiniére. 
(Mr. O'Farrell1).110 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--I did not repudiate them, for I did not hear 
them. 1/11 


MR. BROWN.--The hon. gentleman lost very much in not having heard the words 
of his supporter, they were so striking. He declared that the liberty to refuse 
all information was a "vested right" of the Roman Catholic Institutions receiv- 
ing public money. He hoped that those Reform members who had been in the habit 
of supporting the government would observe that this was the first movement of 
the hon. member for Montmorenci, and his immediate followers since that gentle- 
man reached his present position of Leader of the Lower Canada section of the 
administration (Loud cries of Hear, hear.) The first move he made was to stop 
enquiry into the educational institutions of his country. (Hear, hear.) A 
gentleman who had been so long connected with the press of Lower Canada, a 
gentleman who owed his advancement to education, and to that greatest instrument 
of education, the press, that gentleman should have been the very first man to 
stand forward above all others in defence of the educational institutions of his 
country, and to have insisted that the fullest enquiry should be made as to the 
education that was supplied by means of the public money. (Hear, hear.) But it 
was a most lamentable exhibition that that hon. gentleman should have got up, 
and, without even any plausible pretext, without deigning to give a single 
argument, endeavoured to vote down this bill. The hon. gentleman looked upon 
the bill as-the fruit of Protestant hostility to Roman Catholic Institutions. 
But how could that be? The bill was intended as much to reach Protestant as 
Roman Catholic Institutions. It was moved by a Roman Catholic, and seconded by 
a Roman Catholic; Roman Catholics had spoken in favour of it, and he believed a 
large number of votes would be given for it from that side of the House. (Hear, 
hear.) He really thought that a great deal of time had been unnecessarily 
wasted in this debate. (Hear, hear.) An hon. gentleman opposite cried hear, 
hear, but who had caused it? The members of the government themselves in 
endeavouring to throw out the bill. When the hon. member for Montmorenci, on 
taking his seat on the Treasury Benches brought forward a motion to give that 
bill a six months’ hoist, and when his colleagues had to yield to his dictation, 
the matter was worthy of being fully debated and duly chronicled for the infor- 
mation of the country. (Hear, hear.) He hoped it was not an indication of what 
was to follow, and that the administration were to yield to the hon. member for 
Montmorenci as readily in other matters as in this, but he confessed he greatly 
feared it. (Hear, hear.)112 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said the hon. member for Lambton seemed very 
much afraid that the ministry were disposed to yield too much to the ultra- 
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montane principles of the commissioner of Crown Lands. He was afraid of it, and 
sorry for it--no doubt very sincerely sorry. But, although many of the friends 
and supporters of the hon. member for Lambton were afraid of the politics and 
extreme course of the hon. member for Montmorenci, he was surprised that the 
member for Lambton should be one of those. He had always thought that the 
member for Lambton and the member for Montmorenci belonged to the same school of 
politics.!13 He remembered that once on a time when he (the Atty. Gen.) was in 
opposition, those two hon. gentlemen were on the same side, and fast allies 
supporting the Baldwin-Lafontaine ministry. His hon. colleague then gave a 
rather thick and’ enin supporteto. thattministry im the House;* oLt-times ie 
thought voting with them when they were wrong; but whatever his hon. colleague 
did in the House, the Hon. member for Lambton was sure to echo and applaud 
outside in the Globe (Laughter.) When long lists of grants for Ste. Anne this 
and Ste. Anne that, or Ste. Thérése here and Ste. Thérése there, were brought 
down by that ministry and voted for by his hon. colleague, nothing could be 
better in the eyes of the hon. member for Lambton. Look, he would say, in that 
able journal of his, the Globe, look how ministers take care to provide for 
Education in Lower Canada, and how generously Upper Canadians vote the money for 
that-ereat “object. Later "stall, ‘certain Lower Canadian supporters of that 
ministry were given a dinner in Upper Canada, at which the hon. member pro- 
nounced an eulogy on their conduct, his hon. colleague being of the number. 
Nay, at Brantford, whither his colleague, being a modest man, desired to go 
quietly and unostentatiously, the member for Lambton trotted him out and paraded 
him before the eyes of Upper Canada liberals in a coach drawn by six white (an 
hon. member near him said brown) horses. He declared then that his hon. col- 
league and his companions were liberals of the purest water then. Now times 
were changed. The hon. member for Lambton, from being editor of the ministerial 
Globe, had become leader of the opposition, while his hon. colleague, the Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands remained much the same as he was in those days when the 
hon. member so lauded his conduct.!!4 The hon. member was afraid that this 
House and the administration were to be corrupted by the ultramontane principles 
of the member for Montmorenci. Did he remember the Brantford dinner, where 
Mr. George Brown presented Mr. Joseph Cauchon to the Liberals of Upper Canada, 
in a most glowing and eloquent speech, as the very incarnation of Lower Canadian 
Liberality?115 


MR. BROWN.--You are altogether mistaken,!16 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--The hon. gentleman made a very able speech in 
which he pointed to the hon. member for Montmorenci as the representative of the 
liberal people of Lower Canada, and announced that so long as the happy bond of 
union lasted between the Reformers of Upper Canada and the Liberals of Lower 
Canada, so long would the liberties of the country under joint guardianship of 
the Globe and his honourable friend from Montmorency be safe from all attack. 
But now that he had attained the higher position of being leader of the opposi- 
tion, he found it necessary to make a violent attack on his old friend!!7, tt 
was cruel in him to attack him so bitterly, after having so recently, so affec- 
tionately patted him on the pack.118 


MR. HOLTON called the hon. gentleman to order. The hon. gentleman, he 
conceived, was not speaking to the question under debate.119 


MR. BROWN.--I hope he will be allowed to go on. The whole is so completely 
a romance that I trust it will not be interrupted, but we may be allowed to 
admire the learned gentleman's wondrous powers of imagination. (Hear, hear.)120 
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MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER.--The hon. gentleman is perfectly in order.!21 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said that, if he recollected rightly, the hon- 
ourable member for Montmorenci was exhibited by the hon. member for Lambton to 
the public of Upper Canada, as a sort of curiosity from Lower Canada, as the 
very incarnation of Lower Canadian Liberalism, but now, according to the hon. 
member for Lambton, he was an ultramontane gentleman who was going to lead this 
House and the country into all sorts of anti-liberal courses. In regard to the 
Bill itself, he was of opinion that any gentleman who undertook to bring in a 
measure was bound to shew that some wrong had been committed, or some right to 
be deserted, bit thas the mover had not attempted to do, and it was ‘quite 
evident that it had been drawn up for him by some friend, and that the gentleman 
who introduced it knew nothing at all of what was in it. (Order!) It was no 
doubt a sound principle that institutions receiving the public money ought to 
ACCOM tOM tt Dri ent rOauerne a ball this SOrk., Lie showld» nave: beer 
shown that the government had neglected their duty in calling for those returns, 
or that when asked for, those institutions had refused to give them. But this 
had not been asserted for a moment.!22 The principle was an undoubted one which 
had been so often asserted in the course of the debate--all institutions were 
bound to account for moneys received from the Province--but why limit it to 
educational institutions?!23 The truth was that the opposition were very much 
in want of ammunition with which to attack the government, and for lack of 
better had hold of this. It reminded him of the old story told last night by 
the member for Waterloo; it was a mighty fuss about a very small piece of pork. 
The honourable member for Lambton had alluded to the management of the Board of 
Works Department. They were all aware that this had been forced very much on 
the attention of the country by the very laborious action of the committee on 
Public accounts, and the result of this was a measure for auditing the public 
accounts that the government would shortly lay before the House, and which he 
hoped would be satisfactory to the hon. member for Lambton, although that was 
almost hoping against hope.124 Nevertheless he was persuaded that his candour 
would compel him to vote for it however unwillingly. But this bill, while it 
provided for everything else, did not provide for the rendering of this very 
account, and was altogether such a crudity that the House could not be asked to 
remodel it and pass it into law.125 


MR. LARWILL accused the hon. member for Lambton of inconsistency, in sup- 
porting the present Bill, while on a former occasion he did everything he could 
to prevent an enquiry being made into the affairs of the Elgin association which 
he (Mr. L.) had thought it his duty to move, 126 


MR. BROWN said that, so far from the statement of the hon. member being 
e0rrect) -he shad putshimeeL£ to some trouble to, procure for him the datest 
reports, giving the fullest information as to everything connected with the 
Lnistiputions (Hear, hear.) He had thought. that he had laid the honourable 
gentleman under deep obligations to him by the trouble he had taken in the 
ee oe of exposing himself to the attack he had now thought proper to 
make. 


MR. LARWILL.--But [he] had refused to have it furnished to the House or the 
country, as the bill would make the Educational Institutions do. The fact was, 
the bill was intended as an attack on the Roman Catholic Institutions of Lower 
Canada, and that was why the hon. member supported it. He saw no use in passing 
more Acts for returns when they had not got from 50 to 100 Reports sent in which 
were already required by law.128 
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MR. LURCOLTE,. Mr. POULLOR, MRe  MARCHIRDON, SMR LABERGE.. and MR COM PUBS 
WORKS LEMIEUX continued the debate in French.!29 


MR. TURCOTTE was not surprized that the mover and the seconder of the second 
reading were curious to know something about the management of the superior 
seats of learning, since they had had no personal experience of their benefits. 
It had been said they were Catholics who introduced and seconded it. Yes, they 
were excellent Catholics indeed, and members of a party which not long ago 
published a paper (L'Avenir,) particularly devoted to the advocacy of Catholic 
interests. 130 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX and MR. DUFRESNE opposed the bill.!31 


MR. JACKSON thought it right and proper that they should know, not merely 
how the money had been expended, but who were the teachers and what were the 
branches taught in those institutions, receiving the public money. The princi- 
ple of the bill having been admitted to be a just one, he could not understand 
why it should be opposed, and he should therefore vote for the second reading. 
(Hear, hear.)132 The measure to be introduced by the Government might compass 
the objects of the present Bill so far as related to the finances of the insti- 
tutions; but it must necessarily be defective as regarded their general 
management . 133 


MR. FOLEY remarked that there was no man on the floor of the House less 
inclined than himself to do anything to oppose the institutions of Lower Canada, 
and his vote for the bill would be actuated by no hostile feeling, and he would 
do nothing to Lower Canada but what he did to Upper Canada. He had watched for 
any argument on the other side that could have induced him conscientiously to 
vote with the majority of Lower Canada, but he had watched in vain.434 Did he 
conceive for a moment that the bill was levelled against their institutions, he 
should be the first to oppose it.135 None of the arguments had convinced hin, 
and the[y] had been as various and conflicting as the speeches were numerous. 
The Crown Lands Commissioner gave no reason but his own will. The member for 
Lotbiniére alleged vested right but this argument appeared to be scorned by all 
subsequent speakers. The most feasible objection was that of the Attorney 
General, who said that it would force all the Common Schools of Canada West to 
report; but on examination there appeared to be nothing in this, for first of 
all they were obliged by law to report now, and next, being so obliged to report 
they were exempted in the present bill. Other members seemed to think the bill 
ought to be rejuected (sic) because it was not perfect, but that was a bad 
argument from members whose colleague[s] had brought in bills that required to 
be so often amended, in the upper House. The hon. member for Kingston had 
alluded to a journey which the hon. member for Lambton and Montmorenci had made 
in company; but he had failed to complete the story and tell how it happened 
that he, (Mr. MeDonalid whom wast then opposed to Mia Cauehon wasanowelnetne 
ministry with him, while Mr. Brown who contended now for the same principles as 
he maintained then was in opposition. 136 


DR. ROLPH said the Attorney General, in the course of the remarks of the 
honorable member for Lambton, evidently felt the predicament in which the Gov- 
ernment were placed, and with the skill of a rhetorician, had endeavoured to 
throw around them his playful fancy, that he might draw off their attention from 
the main question at issue. The Attorney General said that the honorable member 
who introduced the bill should have satisfied the House of the existence of some 
grievance, before asking them to adopt it. But were they to wait till griev- 
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ances grew up into a magnitude which perhaps the Legislature itself could 
scarcely control, before they introduced relief? The reports of the commis- 
sioners on various educational institutions at home furnished a lesson that they 
should not allow similar evils to grow up to the same height. He should be very 
sorry if, year after year, they should go on making these grants, and then find 
at last to their shame, that those grants had been perverted and not been used 
for the purposes for which they had been intended. He considered, therefore, 
that it was a very ill-timed, unseasonable, and unjust remark on the part of the 
Attorney General to say that honorable gentlemen should have waited till the 
country was groaning under grievances before they complained, or attempted to 
carry a measure of this mature. (Hear, hear.) If there was any matter more 
than another as to which the House and the country should be vigilant, it was as 
to the application of the public money, it was to see that whatever money they 
Beene ee faithfully and correctly applied, and fully accounted for. (Hear, 
hear.) 


Mr. Com. Cr. Lands Cauchon's amendment to give the bill a six months' hoist, 
was then put to the House!38, 


(637) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to requtre Educa- 
ttonal Instituttons recetving atd from the Province, to lay certain Returns 
before the Legislature yearly, betng read; 

Mr. Darche moved, seconded by Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorion, and the Ques- 
tton being proposed, That the Bill be now read a second time; 

The Honorable Mr. Cauchon moved in amendment to the Question, seconded by 
the Honorable Mr. Lemteux, That the word "now" be left out, and the words "this 
day stx months" added at the end thereof; 

And the Questton being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Bellingham, Blanchet, Brodeur, Bureau, Cameron, Cartier, Casault, 
Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chapais, Chauveau, Church, Clarke, Crawford, Jean B. 
Daoust, Delong, Desaulnters, Dionne, Dostaler, Dufresne, Felton, Thomas Fortier, 


Oetave C. Fortier, Fournier, Gamble, Gtll, Guévremont, Labelle, Laporte, 
Larwtll, LeBouttllter, Lemieux, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Sir A.N. 
MacNab, Masson, Matheson, Meagher, Mongenats, Angus Morrison, O'Farrell, 


Poltette, Pouliot, Rankin, Robinson, Roblin, Shaw, Soltiezttor General Smith, 


Southwick, Spence, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Whitney, and Yetlding.--(55.) 


NAN . 
Messieurs Atkins, Bell, Biggar, Bourassa, Burton, Chisholm, Cook, Charles 
Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. Dorion, Fergusson, Ferres, Ferrie, Flint, Foley, 


Frazer, Gould, Hartman, Holton, Jackson, Jobin, Laberge, Lumsden, Lyon, John S. 


Macdonald, Mackenzte, Marchildon, Mattice, Merritt, Munro, Patrick, Prévost, 
































So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 
Then the matn Questton, so amended, being put; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time this day six months. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to renew the Charter 
of the Humber Harbour Company, being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Standing 
Commtttee on Miscellaneous Private Bills. 
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(638) 

On motton of Mr. Holton, seconded by Mr. Flint, 

Resolved, That James Smith, Esquire, be excused for his absence from the 
Select Committee appointed to try and determine the matter of the Petittons 
complaining of an undue Election and Return for the County of Megantic, and for 
his non-attendance in his place in this House this day, such absence being 
caused by tll-health at his place of residence, as appears by a Statement 
vertfited upon Oath, made by Mr. Alfred Patrick, Chief Clerk of Controverted 
Eleettons to the House, of hts having received a Telegraphic despatch from 
Mr. Smtth to that effect. 











Then, on motton of Mr. Thibaudeau, seconded by Mr. Masson, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 6 MARCH 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION: RE: ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. ] 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB gave notice that he would bring in a bill for the 
better organization of the militia, on Tuesday next.!39 
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THE following Petttions were severally brought up and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Thibaudeau,--The Petition of the Munictpal Council of the County of 
Portneuf. 

By Mr. Jobin,--The Petttton of the Reverend L.J. Guyon and others, of the 
Parish of Ste. Elizabeth, County of Joltette. 

By Mr. Desauiniers,--The Petition of George Baptist and others, of the 
Townships of St. Maurice and Shawenegan. 

By Mr. Flint,--The Petition of the Board of Common School Trustees of the 
Town of Belleville. 

By Mr. Charles Daoust,--Two Petitions of L'Instttut Canadien of Montreal. 

By Mr. Holton,--The Petition of the Corporation of the Montreal Asylum for 
aged and infirm Women and Orphans; and the Petttton of the Montreal Protestant 
Orphan Asylum. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron,--The Petition of the Consumers' Gas Company of 
Toronto. 

By Mr. Clarke,--The Petttton of the Municipality of the Township of Nichol, 
County of Wellington; the Petttton of the Muntctpality of the Township of 
Garafraxa; and the Petition of Willtam Finley and others, of the Township of 
Garafraxa. 

By Mr. Church,--The Petttiton of D. Matheson and others, of the Township of 
Oxford. > 

By Mr. Ferres,--The Petition of P. Cowan and others, of Nelsonville and 
Churchvtlle, Townshtp of Dunham. rr 

By Mr. Bell,--The Petttion of the Kirk Session of the Presbyterian Congrega- 
tion of the Township of Beckwith, Untted Counttes of Lanark and Renfrew, in 
connection wtth the Church of Scotland; and the Petttiton of the Presbytery of 
Bathurst of the Presbytertan Church of Canada in connectton with the Chureh of 
Seotland. 

By Mr. Jackson,--The Petition of George James Gale and others, Clerks and 
Batltffs of Divtston Courts, County of Grey. 

By Mr. Frazer,--The Petition of the President and Directors of the Agricul- 
tural Soctety of the County of Welland. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cartier,--The Petition of the Reverend E. Lecours, 
Curé, and others, Churchwardens of the Fabrique of the Parish of St. Atmé, and 
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others of the satd Parish; and the Petition of the Right Reverend the Bishop of 
Cydonia, Administrator of the Diocese of Montreal. 

By Mr. Bureau,--The Petition of P.D. Hébert, Esquire, and others, of the 
Parish of Napierville, Censitaires. 

By Mr. Brown,--The Petition of the Municipality of the Townshtp of Moore; 
the Petition of James Drake and others, of the Town of Port Sarnia; the Petition 
of the Municipality of the Township of Warwick; the Petition of the Muntictpality 
of the Townshtp of Dawn; and the Petition of Christina Cameron and other women, 
of Port Sarnta. 

By Mr. Bellingham,--The Petition of the Catholic Trustees of the Académte of 
St. André d'Argenteuil. 

By Mr. Labelle,--The Petition of the Reverend M.J.E. Chévigny and others, of 
the Parish of St. Henrt de Mascouche, District of Montreal. 
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On motton of Mr. Poultot, seconded by Mr. Thibaudeau, 

Ordered, That the Deputy Returning Officers for the Parishes of Ste. Anne, 
St. Dénis, Mont-Carmel, and Ixworth, in the County of Kamouraska, be heard by 
Counsel at the Bar of thts House. 








The Honorable Mr. Cartier, one of Her Majesty's Executtve Council, pre- 
sented, pursuant to Addresses to His Excellency the Governor General,--Return to 
an Address from the Legislative Assembly of the 2nd instant, for informatton 
relative to the Contract between the Government and Messteurs McKean and McLarty 
for Ocean Steam Communtcatton service. 

For the said Return, see Appendix (C.C.C.) 


Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly of the 28th February, 
1855, for a Copy of the Report of A.C. Buchanan, Esquire, on the subject of 
Emtigratton. 

For the satd Return, see Appendix (D.D.D.) 





Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly of the 18th October, 
1854, for a statement of the amount of unpaid Instalments on the Lands known as 
Clergy Reserves in Upper or Lower Canada, which have been sold, but not pat- 
ented, ineluding arrears of interest. 

For the said Return, see Appendix (L.L.) 








Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 

Of Alexander MeCrea and others, of the District of Johnstown; of Jesse Kipp 
and others, of Sparta and tts vicinity; of James Young, Reeve, and others, of 
the Township of Esquesing; of the Reverend John Lacey, President, and Willtam 
Lawson, Secretary, in behalf of the Primitive Methodist Church in Canada, tn 
annual conference assembled; of Osgood Diviston No. 3, of the Order of the Sons 
of Temperance; and of the Reverend Alexander Stanley and others, of the Village 
of Thorold; praying for the passing of a Prohtbitory Liquor Law. 

Of Robert Simpson, Esqutre, and others, of the County of Argenteuil; praying 
for certain amendments to the Munictpal Road Act for Lower Canada. 

Of the Port Bruce Harbour Company; praying for certain amendments to their 
Aet of Inecorporatton. 

Of the Reverend F. Rochette and others, of the Parish of Lacolle, County of 
St. John's, and of Joseph Massé and others, of the Parish of Chambly, County of 
Chambly, Censitaires; praying for certain amendments to the Setgniorial Tenure 
Act. 

Of Firman Perrin, of Berthter; representing that as a judgment creditor of 
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Wolfred Nelson, Esqutre, he fyled a elatm before the Commissioners appointed 
under the Rebellion Losses Act 12 Vite. cap 58, and that a part only of hts satd 
claim was allowed by the satd Commissioners; and praying relief in the premises. 

Of the Reverend Jean Baptiste Gagnon and others, of the Partshes of 
St. George de Kakouna and St. Jean Baptiste de l'Isle Verte; praying for aid to 
erect a Depot for the relief of Shipwrecked Mariners and others, at the West 
Point of Green Island, and for a Vessel to atd in affording such relief. 

Of Messteurs J.H. Jones and Company, and others, of the Village of Vienna, 
and of Port Burwell, Merchant and Traders; praying for an enquiry into the 
management and affatrs of the Port Burwell Harbour Company, and for a reduction 
ef Tattle. 

Of the Reverend Richard Whitwell and others, of the Village of Philipsburgh; 
praying for atd tn behalf of a High School in the said Village. 7 
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Of the Sherbrooke Library Assoctation and Mechanics' Institute; praying for 
atd. 

Of Sheldon Wells and others, of Farnham and other Townships, County of 
Die ;Orase praying that tre Acts 16 Vdcw@aps. 168 and 213, in so far as they 
authorize Municipal Councils to take Stock in Railroads, may be repealed. 

Of Pheltx Kiernan and others, of the Parish of Ste. Monique and other 
places; praying for the erection of a Bridge over the North-east Branch of the 
River Nicolet. 

Of the Reverend L. Aubry and others, of the Parish of St. Léon and other 
places; praying for the separation of the County of Maskinongé from the County 
of St. Maurice. 

‘Of Patrick Sloan and others, of the County of Napierville; complaining that 
the Seitgniory of Thwatte and St. James, and Township of Sherrington, were not 
included in the "Act to provide for the abolition of feudal rights and duties in 
Lower Canada;" and praying reltef in the premtses. 

Of the Reverend G.L.E. Duhault and others, of the Township of Wotton, County 
of Wolfe; praying aid for a road. 

Of M.D.M. Lapierre, Esquire, Notary Public, of St. Hugues de Ramsay, County 
of Bagot, setting forth; that he applied in 1845 and 1849, to the Commissioners 
appotnted to dectde upon the clatms for Rebellton Losses for injury done to his 
property to a large amount by Her Majesty's Troops in 1837 and 1838, wtthout 
obtaining compensatton; and praying reltef in the premises. 

Of Joseph Hamel and others, of the County of Quebec; taking notice of the 
Bill to reform the Muntctpal System of Lower Canada; and praying that tt may not 
pass tnto Law. 

Of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of Hamtlton; praying for 
the passing of an Act to enable them to borrow a further sum of money than now 
authorized by 16 Vie. cap. 94. 

Of Henry Clark Grant and others, of the Township of Marlborough, County of 
Carleton, setting forth; that thetr Houses and Barns were destroyed by the great 
Fires which prevailed in the woods last summer; and praying for reltef in the 
premtses. 

Of Messteurs Babineau and Gaudry and others, Merchants, and others, tnter- 
ested in the Trade and Navigation of the River St. Lawrence; praytng to be 
incorporated under the name and style of the St. Lawrence Assurance Company. 

Of J.M. Hudon, of St. Louis of Kamouraska, Esquire, Advocate; praying that 
the explanations given in his Petition may be considered satisfactory,--and that 
his attendance at the Bar of the House, to answer for his conduct as Deputy 
Returning Officer for the Parish of Riviére Ouelle, in the County of Kamouraska, 
at the last General Electton, be dispensed with. 



































Mr. Murney, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
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matter of the Petttions complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Meganttc, informed the House, That James Smith, Esquire, a Member of 
the Committee, was not present within one hour after the time appotnted for the 
meeting of the said Committee, this day. 








Ordered, That the Return relative to the Contract of Messteurs McKean and 
McLarty, presented this day, be printed for the use of the Members of this 
House. 


Ordered, That the Statements and Accounts of the University and College at 
Toronto, and of Upper Canada College, for 1854, and Estimate of Income for 1855, 
presented on Monday last, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 
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Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitton complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Montmagny, informed the House, That William Frederteck Powell, John P. 
Crysler, and James Ross, Esquires, Members of the Commtttee, were not present 
within one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the satd Committee 


this day. 








Ordered, That the Petition of Fermin Perrin, of Berthier; and the Petttion 
of Messteurs J.H. Jones and Company, and others, of the Village of Vienna, and 
of Port Burwell, Merchants and Traders, be printed for the use of the Members of 
this House. 





On motton of Mr. Casault, seconded by Mr. Polette, 

Ordered, That Octave Cyrille Fortier, Esquire, have leave to wtthdraw hts 
Petitton praying that the Petition of Télesphore Fournier, Esquire, against his 
Return as Member for the County of Bellechasse, might not be recetved. 


On motion of Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorton, seconded by Mr. Darche, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before 
this House, coptes of the Correspondence which has taken place between the 
School Commissioners of the Municipality of Grantham, or any other persons, and 
the Government, wtth respect to the School Lot in the Village of Drummondville. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before 
this House, copies of all Papers, Documents, Correspondence and Returns, of the 
Prothonotary of the Supertor Court for the District of St. Franets, relative to 
Sutts or Informations instituted by Her Majesty's Attorney General to annul 
Patents to Lands in the Township of Orford granted to the hetrs of the late 
Honorable William Bowman Felton, and of all Papers, Documents and Correspond- 
ence, relative to or connected with the surrender to the Government, or sale, or 
exposure to sale, by any person or persons, of all or any of the following Lots 
of hand inthe founship of Orford:--lots 16, 17, 18; 29, 20,871n the str nage; 
16; 17, 18, 19," 20) 21, “tn the 7th Range, 26, 17) 16 io 20 ea ene eeeiln 
honges JO 1%, “1o5010,. 20; 21. “ithe igen honge: 

Ordered, That the said Addresses be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the Executtve 
Counetl of this Province. 





MR. J. DORION, of Drummond, moved, ... for an address to His Excellency for 
copies of papers, relative to the School Commissioners of Grantham, in respect 
to the School Lot in the village of Drummondville; also, papers relative to 
suits instituted by the Attorney General to annul patents to certain lands in 
the Township of Orford granted to the heirs of the late Hon. W.B. Felton, and 
relative to surzender to the Government of certain, Jots an the Townshap.or 
Orford.2 [Il] dit qu'il croit devoir donner quelques explications. 

En 1836 et longtemps avant, l'honorable William Bowman Felton était agent 
des terres publiques, pour le district de St. Francois, et membre du conseil 


législatif. Ce monsieur avait en differents temps obtenu des terres du gou- 
vernement Impérial, car les terres étaient alors sous le contrédle de ce 
gouvernement. 


En 1820, M. Felton demanda au Gouvernement Impérial de lui accorder 15,713 
acres a lui et d'accorder.6° lots dei terreya chacun de ses.enfants. \ Elven) avait 
neuf. Le gouvernement refusa d'accéder a sa demande, mais lui accorda un lot 
pour chacun de ses enfants. 
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Par un moyen ou un autre M. Felton obtint des patentes sous le sceau de la 
province pour toutes les terres qu'il avait demandées, tant pour lui que pour 
ses enfants, comme suit: 

"William Locker Pickmore Felton, Lots Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 





Rangeiol, —— 1bk8 Syrae 
ELE a Peiton;) hotssNess £6; 177-18; °19, 205 21) Rang) 7,=- WAT ele 
Ann Feiton, Lots Nos. 16, 17,;°18, 16 (sic), 20, 21, Rang 8,-= 220 male 
tCnatlotve Welton; lots Nos. 16,97 ;1 18) 195: 20;. 21, Rang) 9,-— 95) als 
Fanly Levon, LOLSe a2, 255 24,> 25, 26, 27; Rang 9,=- WAI, Be 
Hatia sretionm,7 otsmio, wh? s; vey 16, (ste) 205 421) Rangy 17,;-— OO are 
Hathiidas? Felton, otsv2 25023, 9°24) °25, 26, 27, Rang 17,-— tS Zara 
Louisa Petron; Lots lo, t7 7 be; 19s; 20,021," Rang. 18;=- MEO. Bie 
Ucteniatrelvon,ilocemZ2 423, 24,025,526) 92750 Rang «18;+> IEZO ale 
io tale ausereniitantis! 2. tere ee LO SEZ 
Total 2a\ Wie BREE eaves, tees ere eee SSeS 15S8T3 
Grand Mtiota rears. bie: e26G75 0 wl 


Plus tard, on s'apercut de l'erreur et un grand nombre de plaintes s'éle- 
vérent non seulement contre cette transaction, mais contre la maniére dont 
l'agence des terres était administrée, si bien que la chambre d'assemblée s'en 
occupa. Le second rapport du comité permanent de griefs, daté du 8 janvier 
1836, contient un examen complet de toute l'affaire. 

Le comité en est venu a la conclusion suivante qui est consignée dans le 
rapport en question: 

"Ainsi M. Felton a, avec connaissance de cause, (votre comité doit le dire) 
frauduleusement extorqué et recu 10,000 acres de terres de plus qu'on ne voulait 
lui accorder, et il les posséde encore jusqu'a ce jour." 

Voila ce que disait le comité aprés avoir examiné tous les documents aussi 
bien que les correspondances entre le Gouvernement Impérial et le département 
d'ici et il recommandait d'adopter les moyens de faire annuler les patentes. 

En 1842, l"honor. Procureur-général, M. Lafontaine, institua une action a la 
Cour Supérieure du district St. Francois contre les représentants de feu 
M. Felton pour faire annuler les patentes en question. Plusieurs des défenseurs 
confessérent jugement, et le 3 mars 1843, la cour annula les patentes qui se 
rapportaient aux divers lots de terre, mentionnés dans la proposition et ordonna 
que ces terres devaient retourner au domaine public. 

Tout parait bien jusqu'ici, mais vient ensuite une tentative pour reprendre 
ces terres des mains du gouvernement. Quelques mois aprés, une poursuite fut 
intentée par Noad et al. contre R.S. Abercrombie du township de Kingsey. Quel- 
ques années aprés la cour rendit jugement contre Abercrombie et toutes ces mémes 
terres furent annoncées en vente par le shérif du district en septembre 1853. 
Sur la représentation de plusieurs personnes de Sherbrooke, le Proc.-général 
actuel fit suspendre la vente par son intervention au nom du gouvernement. 

Aprés cette tentative infructueuse, on en retrouve une nouvelle en date du 
16 janvier 1854. C'est une vente de toutes ces mémes terres encore par Aber- 
crombie a un M. Joseph Nagle de St. Hyacinthe et depuis cette é€poque on les 
exploite sur une grande échelle; on en enléve tous les jours tout le bois de 
commerce, une grande partie de leur valeur. 

C'est 1a la position qu'occupe une partie de ces terres aujourd'hui, posi- 
tion qui n'a pas beaucoup amélioré depuis la premiére transaction. 

Toutes ces transactions fort suspectes de la propriété publique ont créé une 
grande sensation dans tous les townships de l'Est et particuliérement dans le 
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district St... Francois stant ses habitants ontietea Sout tatade Ml alimauvmailse 
administration des terres publiques. 

On se demande ce que veulent dire toutes ces transactions, toutes ces tenta- 
tives de s'approprier la propriété et pourquoi le gouvernement n'a pas encore 
trouvé moyen d'arréter cette affaire. Voila déja 18 ans que le rapport d'une 
enquéte de la chambre du Bas-Canada a fait connaitre cette affaire dont la chose 
n'est point réglée. 

On peut bien se demander quelle sécurité il y a pour la propriété publique 
aprés cela? 

Quand on rapproche tous ces faits et que l'on considére qu'ils se sont 
accomplis a la connaissance de M. W. Felton qui est actuellement conseiller de 
la Reine pour Sherbrooke; a la connaissance de M. Nagle, partie intéressée dans 
l'affaire et maintenant agent des terres de la couronne pour une partie de ce 
district; a la connaissance de l'hon. Procureur-général, on ne peut s'empécher 
d‘étre étonné de la position plus qu'extraordinaire de ces terres! 

Il est grandement temps que la chambre s'en occupe de nouveau, qu'elle 
reprenne l'affaire en mains, que des informations soient données; que iMesprre 
public soit rassuré, et je suis heureux d'apprendre que l'honorable Procureur- 
général ne s'y oppose point. Voila ce que demandent les habitants des townships 
et c'est dans ce but que la proposition est soumise.? 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said this was not the proper time to discuss the 
matter4, He had no objection to the motion being granted, although he thought 
the discussion would have taken place with much more propriety when the papers 
asked for were in possession of the House.” The hon. gentleman had expressed 
his surprise at the manner in which the proceeding had been spun out. But when 
he came into office there was not a single book in his department in which was 
recorded the actions instituted and judgments obtained: of these he had no 
means of obtaining information. The only book kept was that in which the 
opinion of the law officers of the Crown were entered®, 


Hear, hear, from MR. MACKENZIE.’ 


[MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND continued:] The hon. member cried out "hear, hear," 
but he should remember that the law department had heretofore hardly been looked 
on aS an independent department of Government or furnished with clerks to do the 
immense amount of business entailed upon it. He had endeavored to remedy these 
defects and shewed the necessary books. But hon. members would see by the 
circumstances stated how it was he was not aware on his entrance into office of 
the position of these proceedings. He first learned them when absent from the 
seat of Government at Montreal attending to some pressing private business, 
about two years ago. His attention was then called to an article in the 
Sherbrooke Gazatte (sic), stating that some of these lands® belonging to the 
Government? had been seized and advertised for sale by the Sheriff in the. hands 
of Abercrombie at the suit of the firm of Noad & Co., of Quebec. How could he 
have known that the Crown had an interest in the lands thus seized? He did not 
Carry va List (of (Crown lands® im shass head. He immediately telegraphed to 
Sherbrooke and had the sale suspended--up to that time he had a sort of indis-— 
tinct historical recollection of these grants but that was all. He telegraphed 
forthwith to the Solicitor General for information--but he could get none at the 
time in the Law department or Crown Lands office, but at last he got it from 
Mr. Holwell at Sherbrooke and the hon. member for Lambton. The position of the 
matter had been correctly enough stated by the hon. member for Drummond and 
Arthabaska. Judgment had been confessed in some of the casese (sic); and others 
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were still pending. All that could be done at the time was done; the sale was 
stopped some four or five months after, [and] he was surprised to hear that 
Mr. Nagle had become the purchaser of these lands. It had been charitably 
suggested by some members in Montreal that he (the Attorney General) had an 
interest in the purchase because forsooth Mr. Nagle was his Agent. Now 
Mr. Nagle was at one time his agent, but had ceased to be so some three years 
agol0 [OR] two years ago.ll It had been said the lands had been bought in order 
that the timber on them might be made available at his (the Attorney General's) 
mills. Now, it so happened that finding it did not do to mix up such busisness 
(sic) with his public duties he had sometime before the purchase disposed of 
them and paid off his debts. He would not have entered into these personal 
explanations but for the manner in which the charges had been bandied about, and 
mixed up with the question now brought before the House. He never regarded 
newspaper paragraphs or replied to such accusations elsewhere than on the floor 
of the House. As for Mr. Nagle he had bought the land in ignorance of the 
precise claims of the Crown to it. As soon as his attention had been called to 
the fact he had written to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and had offered to 
surrender the property. The proceedings in the case would be prosecuted to 
judgment without farther unnecessary delay.}2 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON corroborated the Attorney General's remarks 
respecting Nagle. He had not been appointed Crown Lands Agent when he made the 
purchase, or for a month after.13 


MR. SANBORN said that the explanations of the honorable Attorney General 
were not quite satisfactory to him that he had manifested due vigilance in 
protecting the public interests. He believed that the honorable member for 
Drummond had only done his duty in bringing this matter before the House. The 
facts are simply these: By a report of the grievance committee, made in 1836, 
it appeared that a large quantity of lands, about 10,000 acres, had been pat- 
ented to the children of the late honorable W.B. Felton, by error. Ihe, wake 
unnecessary to enter into an inquiry on that subject. It is fully entered into 
by a report of the grievance commmittee of that time. In accordance with a 
recommendation of that committee, the Attorney General lodged informations to 
annul these patents. In one of those suits, William L. Felton confessed judg- 
ment, and consented to the annulling of the patent, so far as the six lots 
granted to him were concerned, and thereby these lots became the property of the 
Crown. Other six lots falling to him by the decease of his sister, he surren- 
dered by deed to the Crown, which deed is on record in the registry office in 
the county of Sherbrooke. Other six lots were surrendered by Mr. Justice 
Aylwin, and his then wife, by deed to the Crown. These same lots, together with 
other six granted to another member of the family of said late hon. W.B. Felton, 
comprising in all twenty-four lots or about 8,000 acres of land were conveyed to 
one Abercrombie, by said William L. Felton, and by him as attorney, for wood 
caused to be seized in execution and exposed to be sold. By reason of the 
attention of the Government having been called to the case by a local paper, as 
stated by the honorable Attorney General, the sale was prevented some few 
months. Subsequent to this transaction, Abercrombie, to whom these lots of land 
were sold, conveyed them to one Naigle, W.L. Felton intervening in said deed, 
and becoming the payee of the purchase money, £/50. The honorable Attorney 
General has said that the Government were not possessed of information to take 
action to protect the rights of the Crown so recklessly violated. There may be 
some excuse for the inaction of the Government, up to the time when the lands 
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were seized upon Abercrombie. Subsequent to this time, there can be no pretence 
of ignorance of the facts. The honorable Attorney General admits that they were 
brought tomhais  notace: If, previous to this period, the Attorney General was 
not aware of the state of the matter, he cannot divest himself of responsi- 
baileys The person to whom he entrusted the Crown business in the district of 
St. Francis should have kept him informed of the rights of the Crown necessary 
to be protected there. When it is considered that the Crown business was 
entrusted to Mr. Felton, and while he was acting in this confidential capacity, 
instead of maintaining the public domain from fraudulent appropriation, sought 
to appropriate public property to his private benefit, the Government cannot 
shirk the responsibility on a plea of ignorance in the premises. These lots of 
land are situated near the waters of the Magog, and were originally well 
timbered, and although the timber has to some extent been removed, are still of 
considerable value, from their location. It is not, however, so much the value 
of the lands as the principle involved that deserves the serious consideration 
of the Government. As the transactions relative to these lands have been 
brought before the House, fully and clearly, it is to be hoped that the Govern- 
ment will now, though at a late period, take action, prompt and unmistakeable, 
such action as shall convince the country that reckless speculation in public 
property cannot be entered upon with impunity. Honesty and integrity are 
equally important when public as well as private interests are concerned. Above 
all should those to whom is entrusted to any extent the guardianship of the 
interests of the public, maintain a conduct above suspicion. While he would be 
the last to impute any improper or interested motives to the honorable Attorney 
General, in allowing so extraordinary delay in prosecuting these suits to a 
termination, the honorable Attorney General cannot be surprised that rumors 
[were] calculated to bring him and the Government into discredit, when it was 
known what had formerly been Mr. Naigle's relation to the honorable Attorney 
General as his agent, and his subsequent appointment to an office connected with 
the Crown lands. He had nothing to say of Mr. Naigle, except that he had been 
informed by good authority that his attention was called to the position of 
these lands when he accepted the conveyance. It was with reluctance that he had 
entered upon this subject. It had been urged upon him by many as a duty, and 
conceiving it to be his duty, would not shrink from it.t4 


MR. FELTON had hoped for fair treatment at the hands of gentlemen opposite 
until last night. The hon. member for Montreal had attempted to prejudice the 
House against him. And now hon. members were pursuing an unfair course in 
bringing on this discussion before the papers were laid before the House, which 
would contain his vindication. They did it in order that their ex parte state- 
ments might be circulated through the press, from Gaspe to Sandwich, and create 
a farther prejudice in the public mind against him. And why is this done? 
Because the individual assailed happened to be a supporter of the Administra- 
tion, and a little bunkum might be made by abusing him, and in involving a 
member of the Government in the charges brought against him. He appealed to the 
good sense of the House if it were not so, and he called on them not to be 
carried away by any such attempt to prejudice them. The lands in question had 
been granted to minor children who could not have been guilty of any fraud or 
corruption in the matter. The House of Assembly in those troublous times had 
held the grants to have been illegally and improperly made. He would not debate 
that question now though he believed that opinion to have been erroneous. When 
one of the heirs come (sic) of age, and another married, and thus,acquired the 
rights of majori[t]y under the laws of Lower Canada, they were called on to 
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surrender their shares, which thely] did; not even reserving their sixth parts 
to whieh (sic) they were legally entitled, but giving them up also mueh (sic) on 
behalf of the minors. Subsequently they become possessed of another share by 
the death of another of the heirs; he had surrendered that also on condition 
that he should get back the 200 acres of these shares to which he was entitled. 
He had always held, and it had been held by Mr. Justice Aylwin, another of the 
parties, that these surrenders were invalid and could not be enforced by the law 
officers of the Crown. He had never spoken to the present Attorney General 
about the fulfilment by the Government of the surrender by reconveynig (sic) to 
him the lands to which nobody questioned his right, for he was a friend of that 
hon. gentleman, he knew that the doing of this act of justice by him, which 
other governments had failed to do, would be attributed to improper motives. So 
these heirs had been left for 20 years in this position, that being the grantees 
of this large tract of land, their title to a portion of which no one could 
dispute, they yet could not dispose or make use of it since, as no division had 
taken place, the actions instituted attached their right to the whole. Weary at 
last of this state of things, he determined to test the legality of the proceed- 
ings by selling a portion of the lands. He effected a sale to Abercromby, and 
took advantage of a judgment against him to bring them to sheriff's sale. He 
expected an opposition on the part of the Crown, at which he could join issue, 
and in order that this might be done, he wrote some weeks before the time 
appointed) for. the: Sale’ advertised in the "Canada Gazette," to the Provincial 
Secretary, to inform the Government what he had done. As for his having charge 
of the Crown business at the time, neither he nor Mr. Justice Short who pre- 
ceeded him had charge of any but the Criminal business. This suit and other 
civil business had been left in Mr. Hollowell's hands. The value of these lands 
had been much exaggerated by the hon. member for Compton. Instead of being 6 
miles from Sherbrooke the greater part of them were 18, and on a mountain, 
instead of the banks of the Magog--only two or three of the lots being on the 
river. He had taken £400 to £450 for his 4 shares in them, and should be sorry 


to buy them back at £500. Mr. Nagle, considering his official position was 
prepared generously to surrender his right in these lands, but he (Mr. Felton) 
set the Government at defiance. He believed he had the law on his side. He 


should take care that all the papers came down to the House, though he was 
afraid the motion of the hon. member opposite was not quite broad enough.!5 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND should explain that the letter referred to by this 
Hon. member had been sent down to the secretary about the time of his leaving 
for Montreal, and had not been referred to him, but sent into the Crown Lands 
office. He was not aware of its existance (sic) when he first saw the account 
of the matter in the Sherbrooke paper.! 


MR. J. DORION se 1éve pour réclamer contre les imputations de M. Felton et 
dit que l'hon. M. Drummond qui comprend bien le fran¢ais a déclaré que M. Dorion 
avait exposé les faits d'une maniére impartiale.!/ 


L'adresse est ensuite votée unanimement . 18 


(642) 
Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron have leave to bring in a Bill to 
amend the Registry Laws of Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Wednesday next. 
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On motton of Mr. Cooke, seconded by Mr. McCann, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before 
this House, a copy of the Names of the several Managers of the Lachine Canal, 
and of all officers connected with the management of the said Canal, with the 
salary paid to each, their several duties, and, in particular, who has the 
control of the Lockmen, who engages, and who discharges them when found incompe- 
tent or unworthy; also, for a Return of all the Fines imposed upon parttes for 
infringing upon the Canal regulations, giving the names of the parttes fined, 
the amount patd by each party, and the amount of Fines remitted, if any, for the 
years 1855-4, 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 





Mr. Turcotte moved to resolve, seconded by Mr. Charles Daoust, and the 
Questton being proposed, 1. That all the costs of the Administratton of Justice 
not patd by the parties, should be borne by the State; and that every person not 
otherwise compensated, and whose services are required by Law for the due Admin- 
istration of Justice, such as Jurors in matters of Criminal Jurisdiction, should 
be paid or indemnified for such services by the State out of the Public Montes: 
2. That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor General, 
praying His Excellency to be pleased to recommend that this House should appro- 
priate such sum or amount of the Public Monies of this Province as Hts Excel- 
Lency may deem adequate to carry into effect the princtpal enunetated tin the 
preceding Resolution with respect to the payment of Jurors in matters of Crimt- 
nal dJurtsdiction; 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND croit que cette motion est hors d'ordre, et il en 
19 


. 


appelle a 1'Orateur. 
MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER décide qu'elle est dans 1l'ordre.29 


MR. TURCOTTE dit que, comme on peut le voir, il y a deux propositions dis- 
tinctes dans sa motion. La premiére est une proposition générale qui ne demande 
rien du tout, mais qui exprime seulement l'opinion de la chambre, que toutes les 
personnes concourant a l'administration de la justice devraient étre payées pour 
leurs services. Elle est parfaitement distincte de l'autre, et n'est certaine- 
ment pas opposée a la constitution.21 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND interrompt M. Turcotte pour dire qu'il s'oppose aux 
résolutions et les croit hors d‘ordre, parce que ce serait prendre L'initiative 
d'une mesure d'argent, et cela n'appartient pas a la chambre, mais seulement au 
gouvernement. Si elle était adoptée, la conséquence serait que le gouvernement 
serait forcé d'introduire une mesure ou de faire une appropriation pour le 
paiement des jurés. Ce serait donc prendre l'initiative d'une mesure d'argent, 
et la chambre ne doit pas le faire. Il est opposé aux deux propositions, et 


L'hon. membre ne devrait pas les ‘faire. Il demande 4.l'Orateur sid, wes icroit 
dans l'ordre.22 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER said he had ruled the other day that the resolutions 
of the honourable member for Maskinongé were not in order, because they asked an 
appropriation of the public money, which could not be done, without the consent 
of the Crown. They were now, however, in an unobjectionable shape, merely 
affirming that in the opinion of the House jurors ought to be paid, and that the 
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general expenses of the administration of justice ought to be borne by the 
state, and he therefore ruled them to be in order.23 


MR. TURCOTTE reprend son discours en disant que depuis long-temps les élec- 
teurs se plaignent que toutes les personnes qui contribuent a 1'administration 
de la justice sont payées, moins les jurés, qui méritent pourtant de 1'étre 
autant que les autres; a chaque élection le peuple demande impérieusement de les 
faire payer. Dans le Haut-Canada, ce sont les municipalités qui paient les 
jurés, mais cela est injuste, parce que les délits sont commis dans les villes, 
et ce sont les campagnes qui paient. Cela ne peut se faire dans le Bas-Canada, 
car on ne veut pas se taxer pour payer les jurés, tout en voulant qu'ils le 
soient. Comme on a tenté de mettre sa motion de cété en soulevant la question 
d‘ordre.. ik aimeraits<a savoin- si L'administration, qui a tant fait profession de 
libéralité il n'y a que quelques jours encore, acceptera cette mesure populaire 
et libérale. Le gouvernement ferait trés mal de s'opposer a sa motion, car cela 
lui nuirait, et s'il le fait il en subira toutes les conséquences. I1 consen- 
tira bien a remettre sa motion a quelques jours, si le gouvernement veut s'‘en 
occuper; mais il faut absolument faire quelque chose a ce sujet, car on a honte 
de retourner devant ses constituants, aprés chaque parlement, sans avoir rien 
frauen Il est a sa connaissance que des personnes ont été obligées de vendre 
leur derniére vache pour remplir les devoirs de petits jurés, et il a vu faire 
une souscription pour permettre a un petit juré de se rendre a la ville. I1 est 
aussi a sa connaissance qu'une femme est morte parce qu'elle avait été laissée 
seule et malade par son mari, qui était allé servir comme petit juré. I1 faut 
que les ministres se mettent dans l'idée qu'ils doivent législater pour satis- 
faire aux désirs du peuple.24 He was aware that there was a provision in the 
new Municipal law of the Attorney General, to allow the munlilcipalities to levy 
a rate to pay them, but the people did not wish this, and one must legislate in 
accordance with the desires and even the prejudicies (sic) of the people.2° ea: 
est opposé a la taxe directe par les municipalités pour le paiement des jurés, 
et les membres qui aideraient da établir cette taxe ne seraient pas réélus, 
excepté pourtant dans les comtés comme Montmorency, qui a toujours élu et qui 
élira toujours le méme membre, quelque chose qu'il fasse. I1 faut ménager les 
préjugés de la populace, si l'on veut se maintenir au pouvoir. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND ne peut pas admettre qu'il faille ménager les préjugés 
de la populace ignorante en législatant, parce qu'il est du devoir des hommes 
publics d'éclairer le peuple, et que le législateur ne doit pas s'asservir au 
char des préjugés populaires. Personne ne désire plus que lui de voir payer les 
jurés, mais il ne s'agit pas de cela; il s'agit seulement de savoir si l'exécu- 
tif doit prendre l'initiative dans une matiére aussi grave. I1 désire plus que 
personne de voir disparaitre les malheurs enfantés par le non-paiement des 
jurés, mais ce qu'il faut faire pour cela, c'est d'organiser un bon systéme de 
municipalité, et ensuite on pourvoiera (sic) au paiement des jurés en permettant 
une taxe municipale pour cet object, comme dans le Haut-Canada. Tant que les 
habitans du Haut-Canada paieront leurs jurés eux-mémes, il n'est pas juste que 
les jurés du Bas-Canada soient payés 4 méme les fonds consolidés de la province. 
Avant de législater sur ce sujet, il faudrait d'abord avoir un état des dépenses 
que nécessitera le paiement des jurés, et comme il s'attend a4 recevoir des 
renseignemens lad-dessus, il prie M. Turcotte de remettre sa motion a huit 
jours. 


MR. TURCOTTE se rend au désir de M. Drummond28, 
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(642) 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the Question be postponed until 
Wednesday next.29 


Ordered, That Mr. Laberge have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Temper- 
ance Laws. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Hartman have leave to bring in a Btll to amend the Act 
14 & 15 Vie. cap. 14; tntttuled, "An Act to provide for the payment of Jurors tn 
Upper Canada, by providing that a City ineluded within a County for Judictal 
purposes, shall pay a fair proportion of the sum required for the payment of 
Jurors tn such County." 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday the nineteenth instant. 





Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Macdonald have leave to 
bring tn a Bill to make certain regulattons relative to Jurors for the Counties 
of Wentworth and Halton, for the year 1855. 


(6435) 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 


The House, according to Order, resumed the further consideratton of the 
Petittons of the Deputy Returning Officers for the Parishes of Ste. Anne, 
St. Dénis, Mont-Carmel, and Ixworth, praying that the explanations therein 
offered, may be favorably entertained. 

And the House betng tnformed that the said Deputy Returning Officers 
attended at the door; they were called tn. 





MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB moved that four of those Deputy Returning Offi- 
F. Deguise, P. Gauvreau, P.O. Dupuy et J.T. Béchard, 23! be discharged.-- 
He was now satisfied that they had been guilty of no crime, having been com- 
pelled by threats and violence to insert fictitious names. The case of the 
fifth, Hudon, was different, and would be taken up afterwards. 22 


MR. LARWILL objected to the haste with which this motion had been brought 
forward. Some days ago the case had been postponed till the defence of those 
gentlemen should be printed and distributed among the members, and he had 
received a copy, this instant.23 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) said that this was a most extraordinary course 
that was taken by the Premier. The House had passed a unanimous resolution to 
bring those gentlemen to its bar, and now the gallant knight thought it suffi- 
cient to get up and say he was satisfied they were guilty of no crime and ought 
to be discharged. Because the gallant knight was satisfied, having learned 
perhaps certain circumstances in private, of which the House was ignorant, was 
the House to be satisfied also and dismiss those men without further question?24 
[He] said the evidence was reported by the Committee in this case, and it shewed 
that irregularities had been committed at the polls of which they had charge. 
They must be held responsible until they exculpated themselves, and he contended 
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the House was not yet in a position to judge of the validaty (sic),of their 
excuses.22 If this resolution was carried, they would be establishing a most 
dangerous precedent, and he had no doubt that the member for Kamouraska would 
immediately bring in a petition to have their expenses paid to them.26 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he had looked over the Committee's Report, 
and the evidence, and he found that they could not prevent the violence that 
took place, but had reported the circumstances immediately to the Returning 
Officer.3’ The Government were pursuing the only cause which could properly be 
pursued under the circumstances. There was no evidence to show that the Deputy 
Returning Officers had acted willfully in a corrupt manner. When the Returning 
Officer, who was distinctly charged by a Committee of the House with improper 
conduct, was brought to the bar of the House, he would then be prepared to 
express his opinion on such conduct; but in the present instance no charge was 
made.28 The honourable gentleman had better reserve some of his indignation for 
the other Deputy Returning Officer, whose case would next come up.29 


MR. RANKIN considered that the course proposed by the gallant Premier was a 
trifling with the common sense of the House in the most barefaced manner he had 
ever seen attempted. (Hear, hear.) Here were a number of gentlemen brought to 
the bar of this House charged with a grave offence, and was it reasonable that 
the Premier should get up and ask the House to believe on his bare assertion, 
that they were innocent, and discharge them from custody?49 It was a shame to 
have brought them up to the bar of the House, they ought to proceed with more 
deliberation.4! He thought the evil which was laid at the door of these Deputy 
Returning Officers was primarily due to the defective legislation of the House. 
Under the law as it stood, the Returning Officers were not obliged to administer 


an oath to voters, unless either of the candidates or their agents demanded 
eee. 
sie ae 


MR. CAMERON thought the hon. member for Glengary could not find any instance 
in which punishment had been inflicted on men when the committee had not re- 
ported against them by name, with the evidence against them. Therefore, if any 
mistake were made it would not be letting these men go, but in having brought 
them up there at all. He thought the hon. and gallant Knight, therefore, was 
taking the proper course.43 Had any charge been made by the Committee, the case 
would have been different.44 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH would not yield to any man in this respect for the 
privileges of the house, but in this instance he believed it had made a mistake 
(as other Courts sometimes did in summoning these men to answer for their 
comduct.) They had acted without a due consideration of the respect of the 
Committee.4> [He] said the facts were, that it was on the very testimony of the 
individuals at the bar of the House that the Kamouraska election had been upset. 
Violence was used at the different polling places. The officers were over- 
powered; they were obliged to record the names of the voters. They could not 
control the populacy. They nevertheless protested against the proceedings 46 
[and] said themselves that the proceedings were disgraceful and that they were 
ashamed of them, but surely they were not to be punished because others had 
acted improperly.*/ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON said the Deputy Returning Officers, as a proof of 
their honesty, had made special reports pointing out what parts of the poll 
books contained illegal votes.48 
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MR. DUFRESNE, as a member of the Committee, pointed out, that in its report 
there was not the shadow of a charge against the individuals at the bar of the 
House. 49 


MR. WILSON said the committee had reported that at the various polling 
places many of the names were illegally and fraudulently inscribed. Was not 
that a distinct charge against the parties at the bar who had so inscribed then, 
even though their names were not particularly mentioned. (Hear, hear.) He did 
not consider it a sufficient excuse that they had acted under the influence of 
threats of violence, when they filled whole pages with fictitious names. A man 
might be restrained from doing what he ought to do by threats, but no one should 
allow himself to be threatened into deliberately doing what is illegal for hours 
together.9 He did not believe there was any evidence of such excessive or long 
continued violence as would justify the conduct of these men.-! He did not 
think they should be discharged, without an admonition as to the impropriety of 
their conduct.>4 


MR. LARWILL said that, as a soldier would rather die than desert his post, 
so those gentlemen when entrusted with the discharge of a most important civil 
duty, should have stood to it firmly, and not been induced by any threats or 
even active violence to swerve from it for an instant.?? 


MR. MACKENZIE said it was at all events perfectly clear that the most gross 
outrages they had ever heard of had been committed against freedom of election 
in the case now before the House. And what steps he wished to know had been 
taken by the Attorney General? Had any of the parties guilty of those gross 
outrages, and who must be perfectly well known, been prosecuted? No! and he was 
much afraid that the present administration were not disposed to prosecute 
MatLers. Of that iSOGie saCieaic., hear.)°4 


MRe TURCOTTE <.2 [paride] en faveur de: Va motion?>. 


(643) 
The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Cauchon, and the Question being put, That the Deputy Returning Officers for 
Ste. Anne, St. Denis, Mont-Carmel, and Ixworth, Messteurs Degutse, Gauvreau, 
Dupuy, and Béchard, having made their several defences, the House recetves the 
same as sufficient, and orders that they be discharged; the House divided; and 
the names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Alleyn, Bellingham, Btggar, Blanchet, Bourassa, Brodeur, Bureau, 
Cameron, Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chapats, Chauveau, Chisholm, Church, 
Clarke, Cooke, Crawford, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, Desaulniers, Dionne, Jean B.E. 
Dorton, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, Thomas 
Fortter, Octave C. Fortter, Fournter, Gamble, Gill, Guévremont, Huot, Jackson, 
Labelle, Laberge, Laporte, Lemteux, Lyon, Macbeth, Sir A.N. MacNab, McCann, 
Marehildon, Masson, Mongenatis, Angus Morrison, O'Farrell, Polette, Poultot, 
Prévost, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross; Shaw, Solicttor General Smith, 
Somerville, Southwick, Spence, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Valois, Whitney, and 
Yetlding.--(65. ) 


























NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Brown, Fergusson, Ferrie, Flint, Frazer,. Gould, Hartman, 


Holton, Lumsden, John S. Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, Mackenzte, Matheson, 











So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 
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Mr. Speaker then acquainted the said Deputy Returning Officers that they 
were discharged accordingly. 
And then they withdrew. 


The House having been informed that Joseph Magloire Hudon, Deputy Returning 
Officer for the Parish of Riviére Ouelle, attended at the door; he was called 
1. 

Mare Auréle Plamondon, Esquire, appeared as Counsel for Mr. Hudon, and was 
heard in his behatf. 

And the Counsel then withdrew. 

The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by Mr. Attorney General 


Drummond, and the Question being proposed, That Joseph Magloire Hudon, Esquire 


(644) 

the Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of Rivtére Ouelle, at the election 
of a Member to represent the County of Kamouraska, held on the 28th and 29th 
days of July 1854, has been guilty of a gross breach of duty, in suffering a 
large number of persons from the Parishes of St. Jean, St. Roch, and other 
places without the limits of the said County of Kamouraska, to vote at the said 
Electton as usufruttters, wtthout thetr having prevtously taken any Oath of 
qualification, pursuant to the requirements of the Act 12 Vic. cap. 37; 














MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB ... said he considered the case of this gentleman 
very different from that of the other Deputy Returning Officers who had just 
been discharged. This gentleman was not a mere passive, but an active instru- 
ment in the disorder which had been pointed out and condemned by the Committee. 
In proof of this he read several extracts from the printed evidence®, This 
resolution, he stated, would be followed by another.-/ 


MR. CHAUVEAU having risen to speak to the motion, 8 


DR. MASSON moved that the House do now adjourn, the question under debate 
being placed as the first item on the order of the day for to-morrow.” 


(644) 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the Question be postponed until 
To-morrow, and be then the first Order of the day. 


Then, on motion of Mr. Masson, seconded by Mr. Turcotte, 
The House adjourned. ®9 


APPENDIX: 7 MARCH 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO SECURE INDEPENDENCE OF MEMBERS OF 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.] 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH [gave notice that] on Thursday next [he would 
move for a] Bill to amend the Act for better securing the independence of 
the Legislative Assembly of this Province, and for other purposes.©l 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: BILL TO PROTECT PERSONS HANDLING PARLIA- 
MENTARY PAPERS. ] 


MR. LYON [gave notice that he would move for a] Bill to give summary 
protection. torpersons, printing, distributing or. publishing |... parlia— 
mentary papers. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR A BILL: RE: LAWSUITS IN UPPER CANADA. ] 


MR. LYON [gave notice that he would move for a] Bill to facilitate the 
issue of commissions and securing the attendance of witnesses in suits 
pending or to be brought in the several Courts of Record of Upper Canada.©3 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS TO REGULATE PENSIONS OF MILITIAMEN 
WOUNDED IN WAR OF 1812.] 


DR. T. FORTIER (Nicolet) [gave notice that he would move an] Address to 
His Excellency the Governor General, praying the enforcement of the Act 43, 
George III., chap. 1, and 56, George IV., chap. 10, regulating the pensions 
of wounded or infirm Militia-men in Her Majesty's service during the last 
war between the British Empire and the United States.04 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE RE: LAND ROLLS 
IN CERTAIN FIEFS AND SEIGNIORIES. ] 


MR. FOURNIER [gave notice that he would move for an] Address to His 
Excellency the Governor General, praying that he will be pleased to [be] 
laid before this House, a copy of all the correspondence which has taken 
place between the different departments of the Executive Government and the 
Seigniors, or their Agents or Notaries, or other person or persons, from 
the lst of July, 1854, until’ the present time, with sebencence= tovtne 
obtaining of letters patent for the completion of the different land rolls, 
(papier terriers,) of the Fiefs and Seigniories of St. Denis, St. Roch des 
Aulnets, La Pocatiére a la Peau, Port Joli Islet, Bonsecours Lessard and 
Vancelotte, aLinwthe District cos Ouebec,, wlth the dare. andenames ou teine 
Seigniors thereof, or such portion thereof as the Government may see fit to 
furnish. ©? 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR REPORT ON SURVEY OF RAPIDS OF 
ST. LAWRENCE. ] 


MR. CHABOT [gave notice that he would move for an] Address to His 
Excellency the Governor General, praying that he will be pleased to be laid 
before the House, a copy of the Report made by Messrs. Maillefert and 
Raosloff Engineers, on their survey of the Rapids of the St. Lawrence, 
between Lachine and Kingston; also, all plans annexed to the same, copies 
of instructions given to them, of the agreement or bargain between those 
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gentlemen and the commissioners of Public Works, of their tenders to com- 
plete the works, and of all maps, papers and correspondence relating to the 
said Works.©6 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION RE: MONTREAL TURNPIKE ROADS.] 


DR. VALOIS [gave notice that he would move] the following Resolution to 
extend the Powers of the Trustees of the Montreal Turnpike Roads:-- 

lst. That it is expedient that the Governor in Council, by Proclama- 
tion, from time to time, on application to that effect made by the Trustees 
of the Montreal Turnpike Roads, may place under the control of the said 
Trustees, any line or lines of Road on the Island of Montreal, or on the 
Isle Jesus, in the County of Laval, other than those whereof by Law the 
said Trustees presently have or are authorized to have or acquire the 
control. 

2nd. That it is expedient that the said Trustees, if they see fit, 
with the consent of the Governor of this Province, at any time, to fix, 
exact and levy any lower rate or rates of Toll on any such lines of Road, 
than are, or shall be, fixed, enacted and levied on the other roads under 
their control. 

3rd. That it is expedient that the said Trustees be authorized and 
empowered, whenever it may seem to them advisable so to do, to widen any 
such line or lines of any Road or Roads whereof they presently have or are 
authorized to have or acquire the control, to a total width not exceeding 
sixty feet French measure, and to enter upon, take, and let as and for part 
of such Road, whatever land may be requisite to that end, making reasonable 
satisfaction to the proprietor thereof. 

4th. That it is expedient that the said Trustees be authorized and 
empowered from time to time to establish and maintain Toll-Gates whenever 
they may see fit, either across any Road now being, or hereafter to be 
under their control, or across any Road or Roads, private or public, open- 
ing or open thereon, and to regulate the taking of Tolls thereat, or the 
permitting of parties who may have paid Toll at any one or more of such 
Gates, at any time or times during the same day, but not longer. 

5th. That it is expedient that the said Trustees may be authorized to 
raise by Loan for the purposes above-mentioned, over and above and beyond 
the amounts in and by the Acts and Ordinance now in force, a further sum 
not exceeding thirty thousand pounds currency, and such Loan and Debentures 
from time to time to be issued, subject to all and every the provision of 
the Ordinances and Acts having reference to the Loans and Debentures 
thereby authorized; Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the said 
Trustees, if thereunto authorized by the Governor in Council, by any of 
such Debentures to stipulate for payment of interest to any amount, not 
exceeding eight per cent per annum, and provided that no money shall be 
advanced out of the Provincial Funds for the payment of the in[terJest on 
such Debentures, and that all such Debentures shall take precedence of 
those heretofore issued or to be issued by the said Trustees, under the 
Provincial Cudrantees, and of all .claims.on thevpart,of the Provincial 
Government by reason thereof, and shall have a priority lien in respect of 
the interest payable on such Debentures upon all Tolls and moneys coming 
into the possession, or being at the disposal of the said Trustees, over 
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all Debentures issued or to be issued by them under the Provincial Guaran- 
tee, and over all claims of the Provincial Governmle]nt for reimbursement 
of any moneys advanced or to be advanced to them by the Receiver General of 
this Province. 

6th. That it is expedient that the Act to issue and the Acts 9 Vic, 
Cape Oe and) ee VELCeeeeGabs 6) be: held to) be  Rumiite Acts.©/ 


[POSTPONED MOTION RE: MEGANTIC ELECTION. ] 


MR. HOLMLON produced an affidavit .2. by a magistrate, tothe sefttect 
that ... Smith, Esq, was unable, from sickness, to attend in his’ place in 
Parliament. He begged, therefore, to move that the attendance of 
Mr. Smith, on the Megantic Election Committee be dispensed with, and that 
the committee be allowed to proceed in his absence. 8 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB wished the motion postponed. The House had 
no evidence that the magistrate who certified the affidavit was really a 
magistrate. Notice of the motion also should have been given by the hon. 
member . ©9 


MR. HOLTON was surprised that the gallant Premier should have so 
insulted the hon. member for Victoria, as to suppose that he could be 
guilty of sending in a fictitious affidavit. (Hear, hear.) Neither was it 
the case that he had not given due notice of the motion. He had brought 
forward the matter yesterday, on receiving a telegraph from Mr. Smith from 
Port Hope that he was unable to attend, and mentioning that a medical 
certificate was on its way by mail, and at the request of Government had 
put off the motion till to-day. That certificate had arrived last night by 
mail, and had been delivered to him this morning. /9 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said there was no occasion for the hon. 
gentleman's indignation at his remark that the affidavit should be received 
with caution. He knew very well that changing one member of the committee 
was a very important matter, which might change entirely the face of the 
Election. He would be the last man to say a word, that could convey an 
injurious imputation on Mr. Smith, but it was right and proper that these 
things should be very carefully looked after./1 


MR. HOLTON was as well aware as the gallant knight could be of the 
important duties devolving on the committee, but the imputation that he had 
any personal interest in this contest or that he wished to diminish the 
number of the committee, with the view of possibly changing their final 
decision, was an imputation which he dismissed with contempt, being con- 
scious that he was incapable of being actuated by motives of that kind. /2 


MR. MURNEY said the committee had been forced to adjourn from day to 
day in the absence of Mr. Smith, ever since Parliament met. Both the 
parties defending and those resisting the petition were anxious to go on, 
but the committee were unable to do so, unless Mr. Smith was relieved from 
attendance. /3 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB hoped the motion would not be pressed in the 
absence of Mr. Rhodes, the sitting member, who would return from Montreal 
to-morrow. /4 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said he found the affidavit was written 
by Mr. Smith himself, whose hand-writing was known to many members of the 
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House. Should not that be considered a sufficient identification of the 
document? Did the gallant knight mean to make this another Timothy Brodeur 
case, by insisting on delay for the identification of a document, which was 
certified by a magistrate, and in the hand-writing of the hon. member 
himself?/9 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND thought that delay was necessary, to afford mem- 
bers an opportunity of seeing this document, as the matter was one of great 
importance, and it would be a pity to deprive the Committee of the well- 
known legal experience and Parliamentary knowledge of the hon. member for 
Victoria. Perhaps the hon. gentleman would be in his place to-morrow. /6 


MR. HOLTON said that that was hardly possible, as the telegraph from 
Mr. Smith, stating that he was unable to attend from sickness, was dated 
yesterday at Port Hope. // 


After some further discussion, at the request of MR. PRES. EX. COUN. 
MACNAB, MR. HOLTON consented to postpone his motion till to-morrow, when 
Mr. Rhodes, the sitting member for Megantic, is expected to be in his 
place. /78 


FOOTNOTES: 7 MARCH 1855. 
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not then appear in the JOURNALS. 
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NALS and LE PAYS, 13 March 1855, reporting the four Deputy Returning 
Officers at the Kamouraska Election as: "Messrs. Dupuis, Deguise, 
Gauvreau, and Guay". Antoine M. Guay was a Deputy Returning Officer 
at the Saguenay election and J.T. Béchard was one of the four dis- 
charged during this debate. 
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GLOBE, 14 March 1855. At this same point in the debate MORNING 
CHRONICLE, 9 March 1855, reports a speech very similar to the Globe's 
version of Mr. Larwill's speech, however, the MORNING CHRONICLE attri- 
butes the comments to Mr. J.S. Macdonald. No other newspaper report 
is detailed enough to help determine which of the two members is most 
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likely to have made the comments. GLOBE, 14 March 1855, reports the 

greatest number of speakers, therefore, it has been used to establish 

the order during this debate. To illustrate the similarity between 

the two speeches, Mr. J.S. Macdonald's comments are reprinted here: 
“Hon. J.S. McDonald thought this a strange precipitate proceeding. 

The printed petition, for the examination of which the consideration 

of the case had been postponed, had just been put into their hands and 

they had not had time to read it." 

GLOBE, [49 March S55). 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 9 Mareh 1855. This newspaper places Mr. J.S. 

MacDonald's speech after Mr. Cameron's and these comments would appear 

to be a reply to Mr. Cameron. However, as mentioned in footnote 33, 

the order of speakers set out in GLOBE, 14 March 1855, has been 

adhered to in editing this debate because it contains the most speak- 

ers and because there are many discrepancies in the order among the 

newspapers. 
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THE Serjeant-at-Arms attending thts House, tnformed the House, That he had 
taken John P. Crysler, Esquire, into his custody. 

Whereupon Mr. Chisholm acquainted the House, that he was desired by 
Mr. Crysler to state, That he was unable to be in attendance on the day 
appotnted for the re-assembling of the Committee for the trial of the Contro- 
verted Election for the County of Montmagny, in consequence of a serious acct- 
dent having occurred to a member of his family, rendering it imperative on him 
to remain a few days to ascertain the extent of the injury sustained, whtch 
having ascertatned he used all diligence in betng tn attendance on the satd Com- 
mittee; and the same having betng verified upon Oath by Mr. Crysler; 

On motton of Mr. Chtsholm, seconded by Mr. Stevenson, 

Ordered, That John P. Crysler, Esquire, be discharged out of custody wtthout 
payment of Fees. ei 








Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, That he had recetved Notice from 
Télesphore Fournter, Esqutre, that he does not tntend to proceed with hts Pett- 
tion complaining of an undue Election and Return for the County of Belle- 
chasse:--And the same was read, as followeth:-- 

Province of Canada. 

To the Honorable L.V. Steotte, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. 

Sir,--Your (sic) are hereby notified, in conformity with "The Election Pett- 
ttons Act of 1851," that the undersigned, Télesphore Fournier, does not intend 
to proceed with the trtal of the mertts of his Election Petition complaining 
of the Return of Octave Cyrtlle Fortier, Esquire, Physictan, to represent the 
County of Bellechasse. 





f. Fournter. 
Quebec, 27th February, 1855. 


The following Pettttons were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By the Honorable Mr. Merritt,--The Petitton of E.J. Adams, Mayor, and 
G.J. Hamilton, Secretary, on behalf of a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants 
of the Town of St. Catharines; the Petition of the Municipal Counctl of the 
County of Essex; and the Petition of J. Woolverton and others, of the Township 
of Grimsby. \- 











(645) 

By Mr. Macbeth,--The Petition of Levi Fowler and others, of the County of 
Elgin; and the Petition of the Munictpal Council of the County of Elgin. 

By Mr. Jackson,--The Petitton of John Cochran and others. 

By Mr. Gould,--The Petttion of Prince Albert Division, Wo. 39, of the Order 
of the Sons of Temperance. . 

By Mr. Church,--The Petition of George Barber and others, District of 
Johnstown. 

By Mr. Frazer,--The Petitton of the Muntetpality of the Township of 
watnfleet. 

By Mr. Chapats,--The Petition of Jean Marie Leclere and others, of the 
Parish of St. Patrice de la Riviére du Loup, County of Témiscouata; and the 

















By the Honorable Mr. Young,--The Petition of the Montreal Dispensary. 
By Mr. Poulin,--The Petition of the Reverend P.M. Mignault, Curé of Chambly; 
the Petitton of the Reverend P.M. Mignault, President, and others, School 
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Commtsstoners of the Parish of Chambly; and two Petitions of the Very Reverend 
Edouard Joseph Crevter, V.G. and Curé of Ste. Marte de Monnoitir. 

By the Honorable Mr. Lemteux,--The Petition of the Reverend J.D. Deztel and 
others, of the Parish of Notre Dame de la Victoire, County of Dorchester. 





Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 

Of the Reverend T. Trudelle and others, Curés and Misstonartes of Somerset, 
and other Townships; praying for the passing of an Act to oblige absentee pro- 
prietors of Lands in the said Township to have recognized Agents for the dis- 
posal of the same, &ce. 

Of Jean Gagné, of the Parish of St. Etienne de la Malbate; setting forth: 
That in the night between the third and fourth of August last, a person whom he 
did not know, came to his home about two o'clock in the morning, and deposited a 
book stating that tt was the Poll-book, from St. Fidéle, and that tt was tneom- 
plete, not having the additions of a number of the voters, and requesting that 
he would fill in those additions and proceed to deliver the book at Les Eboule- 
ments into the hands of the Returning Officer, Charles Duberger, Esqutre, who 
restded there, promising also a remuneration for his travelling expenses: That 
the Petttitoner did proceed to make the additions on several pages of the satd 
Poll-book, and that the figures at the bottom of each page on which he made the 
additions, were put down by him: That the Petitioner delivered the satd book to 
Mr. Duberger, who requested him to verify the contents thereof with htm, and 
ascertain the correctness of the additions of the votes, as well as of the cer- 
tificates and of the oaths which he found annexed to the Poll-book: That the 
Petitioner had nothing to do with the entry of the votes in the satd book, nor 
wtth the collustve alterations therein, etther of the names or any other part 
thereof; and praying that having declared the above facts and arguments in hts 
defence, the House will be pleased to acquit him of the charge brought agatnst 
him, as betng altogether unfounded. 

Of the Reverend Enoch Wood and others, Ministers of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in Canada; and of J. Ferrier and others, Representatives of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in Canada; praying that the annual aid granted to the Victoria 
College be increased. 

Of dohn.0'DonnellLyand others, of Augusta; County of \Grenuilie:s of 
L.A. Batley and others, of the Village of Consecon and viectntty; of Thomas 
Orchard and others,--of Hugh Sharon and others,--of Levt Fowler and others, --and 
of Andrew Crosby and others, all Members of the Canadian Prohtbitory Liquor Law 
League; praying for the passing of a Prohtbitory Liquor Law. 

Of the Reverend L. Misaél Archambault, Founder and Princtpal of the 
St. Hugues Academy; praying for aid to complete the said Academy. 
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Of James McDonald and others, Directors of the Mutual Insurance Company, 
County of Prince Edward; praying that the Laws relating to Mutual Fire Insurance 
Compantes in Upper Canada may be amended as regards certain risks. 

Of the Provistonal Proprtetors in the Metropolitan Gas and Water Company; 
praying for certain amendments to their Act of Incorporatton. 

Of Miss Eliza Hébert, School Teacher at St. Michel d'Yamaska; representing 
that in 1852 she obtained a Judgment against the School Commissioners of the 
satd Parish, for the sum of Fifty-six pounds fourteen shillings and four pence, 
but tn consequence of the declaration, on Oath, of Michel Fourquin, Secretary- 
Treasurer to the Muntetpality, that he had no money or effects belonging to 
the satd Munictpality in hts possession, she had been unable to recover the 
amount of the Judgment,--that the satd Muntctpality has ceased to extst,--that 
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Mr. Fourquin has tn hands a sum of money belonging to the said Municipality 
unaccounted for; and praying that he may be compelled to render an account of 
the same. 

Of Mrs. Josephte P. Grenier and Mrs. Luce P. Bergeron, School Teachers at 
St. Michel d'Yamaska; representing that the School Commissioners of the said 
Parish are indebted to them in the sum of Ninety-five pounds,--that the Superin- 
tendent of Educatton has shown indifference to thetr frequent application, --that 
Michel Fourquin, Secretary-Treasurer of the satd Municipality; has in his hands 
a sum of money belonging to the satd Munictpality unaccounted for; and praying 
that he may be compelled to render an account of the same. 

Of the Reverend G.L.E. Duhault and others, of the Townships of Wotton, 
Weedon, Garthby, Stratford, Winslow, and Ham; praying aid for certain Roads and 
a Bridge over an arm of Lake Aylmer in the said Townships. 

Of Charles John Forbes, of Carillon, Gentleman; praytng that the amalgama- 
tton of the Champlain and St. Lawrence and the Montreal and New York Railroads, 
may not be permitted to pass into Law. Sea 

Of the Muntctpal Counctl of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville; 
praying that the Muntctpality may be relteved from the payment of Jurors and 
other expenses for the Administration of Justice. 

Of the Reverend Joseph Scott and others, of the County of Missisquot; pray- 
tng that the Bill further to amend the Act tneorporating the Montreal and 
Vermont Junctton Railway Company, may not pass into Law, and that the 16 Vte. 
caps. 138 and 2135, may be repealed. v4 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the County of Lambton; praying that the Bill now 
before the House to prevent the traffic tn Intoxicating Liquors may pass into 
Law. 

Of Pierre Viger and others, of the Parish of Boucherville, County of 
Chambly, Censitatres; praying for certain amendments to the Seigntorial Tenure 
Act. 

Of John McDonald and others, Proprietors of Water-power on the River 
Gananoque; praying that the Bill from the Legislative Council, intituled, "An 
Act to incorporate the Lyn Manufacturing Company," may not become Law. 

Of James V. White and others; praying for a reduction of Tolls on Manufac- 
tured Timber passing through Port Burwell Harbour. 




















Mr. Murney, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitions complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Megantic, informed the House, That James Smith, Esquire, a Member and 
the Chatrman of the Committee, was not present wtthin one hour after the time 
appointed for the meeting of the said Committee thts day. 

On motton of Mr. Holton, seconded by Mr. Murney, 

Ordered, That James Smith, Esquire, be discharged from further attendance on 
the satd Commtttee. 











Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
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matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Montmagny, informed the House, That William Frederick Powell and James 
Ross, Esquires, Members of the Committee, were not present within one hour after 
the time appointed for the meeting of the said Committee this day. 








The Honorable Mr. Cameron, from the Standing Committee on Miscellaneous 
Private Bills, presented to the House the Twenty-first Report of the satd Com- 
mittee; which was read; as followeth:-- 
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Your Committee have examined the Bill to incorporate the Canadtan Order 
of Odd Fellows tn connection wtth the Manchester Untty, and have agreed to 
sevel[ral] amendments, which they beg to submit for the constderatiton of Your 
- Honorable House. 

With regard to the Bill to amend and consolidate the provisions contained 
in the Ordinances to incorporate the City and Town of Quebec, and to vest more 
ample powers in the Corporation of the satd City and Town, Your Committee would 
respectfully suggest that as the details of the Bill are voluminous, and of a 
purely local nature, it might be more advisable to refer tt to a Select Commtit- 
tee, who would have a better opportunity of giving the necessary attentton to 
tts provtsions. 


Ordered, That the Return relative to Correspondence in regard to the Clergy 
Reserves, presented on Tuesday last; and the Return of Clergy Reserve Montes 
presented yesterday, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


Ordered, That the Return relative to complaints against Mr. Maguire, pre- 
sented on Tuesday last, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 


Sur motion de MR. GILL, 
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Ordered, That the Petition of Miss Eliza Hébert, School Teacher at 
St. Michel d'Yamaska; and the Petition of Mrs. Josephte P. Grenter and 
Mrs. Luce P. Bergeron, School Teachers at St. Michel d'Yamaska, be printed for 
the use of the Members of this House. i 





Ordered, That the Bill to incorporate the Canadian Order of Odd Fellows in 
connection with the Manchester Unity, as reported from the Standing Committee on 
Miscellaneous Private Bills, be committed to a Committee of the whole House, for 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Petttton of Messteurs J.H. Jones and Company, and others, 
of the Village of Vienna and of Port Burwell, Merchants and Traders; the Pett- 
tion of the Muntctpality of the Township of Bayham; the Petitton of the Muntet- 
pality ofthe Villagenof Wtenna; andthe Petition of «the Muntetpabrtouncil of 
the County of Elgin, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 





Ordered, That the Petition of the Reverend Joseph Scott and others, of 
the County of Missisquot, be referred to the Standing Committee on Railroads, 
Canals, and Telegraph Ltnes. 





MR. HOLTON moved an address to his Excellency the Governor General, for 
copies of all communications from Mr. Chief Justice Bowen, relating to the claim 
set up by that functionary, to a higher rate of emolument than he has been in 
the receipt of since 1849 and of the replies of the Government thereto. He 
understood that Mr. Chief Justice Bowen's case had been brought before the late 
Government, and more recently before the present Government, and he thought it 
right that the claim of so distinguished a functionary who had been 40 or 50 
years in the service should receive that consideration to which it was enti- 
tled. He was induced also to make the motion from the impression that prevailed 
that one of those delicate shelving processes of which they had heard so much 
recently was contemplated in the present case.3 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB demande a M. Holton quelles sont ses vues en 
demandant cette correspondance.4 
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MR. HOLTON répond qu'il a entendu dire que le juge Bowen s'était cru, par 
une loi passée dans le dernier parlement, autorisé a demander un salaire plus 
élevé que celui qu'il recevait, et qu'en conséquence, il avait demandé une 
augmentation a l'ex-administration, mais qu'il n'avait pu l'obtenir. I1 s'est 
aussi adressé a4 l'administration actuelle, et il parait que dans le cours de ses 
communications avec cette administration, il s'est passé certaines choses assez 
délicates sur lesquelles il (M. Holton) voudrait @étre renseigné. Gest. ta Va 
raison qui lui fait proposer cette adresse. 


. 


Il s'éléve une assez longue discussion a ce sujet, dans le cours de la- 
quelle®, MR. MURNEY thought it would be well, in connection with this motion, 
to obtain from the Government a declaration whether it was intended to raise the 
late Commissioner of Public Works to the Bench. In the recent extraordinary 
ministerial change, two gentlemen were quietly dropped. He would like to know 
what their expectations were./ 


MR. CAMERON said there was another matter, as to which it would be desirable 
to have some explanation, a matter which was now occupying the public mind from 
one end of the country to the other. They ought to have some explanation as 
to the recent charge against the hon. the Speaker of the Legislative Council8 
respecting the sale of certain stock of a Montreal Mining Company.? Hew came 
nostLirty to Mrs Ross, fon her was a personal friend of his own, but from “a 
desire to have his character cleared, and if the Government were not now pre- 
pared with an explanation, he would give notice of an enquiry regarding it.10 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND stated that the correspondence as to Chief Justice 
Bowen's case would be brought down, although the Government had not yet come to 
a final decision.!1 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD, in reply to Mr. Cameron, said that a statement 
by his hon. friend and colleague, Mr. Ross, in explanation of the charge made 
against him, would have been made public before now, but for the absence of the 
Provincial Secretary, Mr. Cartier, who was cognizant of the whole transaction. 
Mr. Cartier, having now returned, had certified to the correctness of the expla- 
mation. The hon. gentleman then read the Statement referred tol 2:=- 

Mr. Cartier was at Quebec, attending a meeting of the Grand Trunk Railroad 
Directors, which was held in my office. After the business of the board was 
Over, and most of the members had left, Mr. Cartier asked me whether it was the 
intention of the government to establish a judicial district in the unorganized 
tract of country north of Lake Huron, and where the seat of the court was to be 
fixed. To this I replied, that the time was near when the decision of the gov- 
ernment would have to be made; that I thought the Bruce Mines the proper place; 
that it was the centre of the most numerous population within the territory, 
inc luditige theawinhabitants, of the Island, of St. Joseph, opposite to the Bruce 
Manes,. and jthat dt was an accessible and.well protected post. 1 further men- 
tioned to, Mr. Cartier that I was a stockholder in the Bruce Mines to the extent 
of 200 consolidated shares, which I had held ever since the company first began 
to work the mines, and that I intended selling them as speedily as possible, in 
consequence of the approaching necessity for establishing the judicial district 
referred to, and because I considered that to avoid imputations which might be 
made if I continued to hold the stock, and advised the selection of the Bruce 
Mines asstnewseatmon athe court. Mae Cartier repidied, that it wasea great pity 
to be obliged to sell the stock which I had held so long; that it was rapidly 
Triste tu waLlue, and would go €6, at) least £10 a share, in iconsequence, of an 
expected sale of the company's locations on Lake Superior or of the Bruce Mines 
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to English capitalists; that offers to buy on time at £5 per share had been made 
and refused in Montreal; that Mr. Simpson, Cashier of the Montreal Bank, was 
one who, he had understood, had refused to sell on time at £5 a share, and that 
if I desired to part with my stock he could get me a purchaser on similar terms. 
In) avday or jewowatterwards al received ai letter, from Mr. Cartier, (informing, me 
that he had a buyer ready to take my stock at £5 per share, payable by note at 
4 months (with interest I think), and requesting me to forward my scrip. I 
replied, expressing my willingness to sell and close the transaction upon the 
terms Mentioned ineMr. Cartier s) licttes, bub Lf could not send the wscripreas eit 
was at Belleville. 

Within three or four: weeks I had occasion to go to Montreal, where I saw 
Mr. Cartier, and told him my scrip could not be found. He requested me to see 
Mr. Allan, whose name was then for the first time mentioned to me as the buyer 
of my shares. 

Mr. Allan gave me his note at 4 months, and the transfer was made to him 
upon the terms specified in, Mr. Cartier's letter to me. The stock, at, this. time 
had declined a little, while at the period I had agreed to sell it was advanc- 
ing. I was not informed that the Company were in any way interested in the 
purchase. I sold the stock at what I believed to be the market price if sold 
on time. I sold to avoid imputations of any kind. I sold as I supposed to an 
individual, and not to the Company. I sold, at an actual loss to myself sand 
at the very time I was assured by Mr. Cartier, Mr. Murray, and others, that it 
was sure to advance to £9 or £10 a share. I may add that I was one of the orig- 
inal subscribers to the M.M. Company at the time of its amalgamation with the 
Canada Company; that I held the stock and paid my cash, without entering into 
speculations in the way of either buying or selling during its fluctuations, 
until I felt constrained to sell to avoid the charge of giving advice that might 
lead to the increase of the value of property in which I was interested as a 
stockholder. 

Before I resigned the office of Attorney General, a friend informed me that 
one of the directors of the company had stated that I agreed to recommend the 
erection of the court buildings at the Bruce Mines, in consideration of the com- 
pany buying my stock. I immediately communicated with Mr. Cartier and Mr. Allan 
respecting the statement which they both knew to be wholly untrue, and I in- 
formed them that I should not give any advice or make any recommendation on the 
subject, and no report has been as yet made, nor has any decision in the matter 
been come to either by the late or present government. 

JINOF muRO Sos 

The foregoing facts are true as far as I am concerned, and I am prepared to 

attest to them in any way that may be required whenever it becomes necessary. 
GEO. E. CARTIER. 13 


MR. RANKIN thought this explanation hardly satisfactory. Why was it that 
the hon. gentleman of (sic) so very sensative on the point, so much more sensi- 
tive than public men had generally been, had taken a price over the market value 
at the time.!4 It was notorious that the stock was sold by Mu Ross* tor thestiin= 
ing Company at a higher price than its market value.... He thought the Ministry 
owed it to themselves to give a more full, clear and satisfactory explanation of 
the circumstances than they had yet afforded to the House. 15 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB did not know what more could be required. He 
thought the explanatory statement, full, frank, and satisfactory.!6 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD had been surprised at what had appeared in the Montreal 
papers. Why, he would ask, did Mr. Mulholland, who presided over the meeting, 
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request the matter should not be inquired into, and desire concealment, if all 
was so fair and honorable and proper. Those who brought the matter before 
the country should add their explanations. He thought the matter should go 
before what was generally known as the corruption Committee!?, which had been 
appointed at the instance of the Solicitor General18, and evidence be taken in 
the matter.19 


MR. HOLTON was cognisant of some of the facts, and believed the statement of 
the Hon. Speaker was a plain unvarnished relation of the facts,29 sufficient to 
clear Mr. Ross from the charges which had been brought against him, and he never 
supposed that any public man was capable of sacrificing his honour for a paltry 
consideration of £100 or £150. But the House was entitled also to an explana- 
tion from another member of the administration, the hon. Provincial Secretary, 
who, acting as a Director of the company had initiated the transaction with the 
Speaker of the Legislative Council, especially as some of his colleagues had 
stated that the condition on which the stock was bought from the Speaker of the 
Legislative Council was that he should report in favour of the location of the 
county Town on the territory of the Mining Company.2! 


MR. FERRES was of opinion that the House had no right to enquire into the 
private affairs of a gentleman who happened to be a member of the administra- 
tion, if the matters referred to took place long before he came into office. He 
did not think the slightest suspicion had been thrown upon Mr. Ross. At the 
Montreal meeting, it had been hinted that explanations should not be pressed 
for, not, however, for the sake of Mr. Ross, but for the sake of the company 
themselves. 22 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said that what was called the corruption commit-— 
tee had full power to examine every case of corruption on the part of any member 
of any administration since 1841 to the present time, and he had no doubt that 
the hon. member for Lambton would see that everything was properly enquired 
into.... of the Legislative Council. A statement had been made on one side by 
gentlemen of the highest respectability in Montreal, and a counter statement had 
now been made by the President of the Upper House, and it would be for the coun- 
try to judge between them until the matter was fully enquired into by the com- 
mittee now sitting on such charges. He had however to make one remark in regard 
to that committee. He hoped the Solicitor General would use his influence to 
get it together. He had tried over and over again to have a meeting in the 
former part of the session, as well as in this, but without success. He had 
just seen a telegraph from the chairman, Mr. Smith of Northumberland, stating 
that he had been unwell, and could not leave till Saturday, so that it would 
probably be Thursday of next week before he could be here. The session was fast 
passing away, and he submitted to the Solicitor General whether they should 
lose another week, or whether measures could not be taken to have the committee 
assembled immediately.23 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH thought it would be well to wait till the chairman 
came down.24 


MR. GAMBLE said he was quite satisfied with the explanation of the President 
of the Upper House, and he was surprised that the member for Essex should not 
have been satisfied with it likewise.2° 


MR. PROV. SEC. CARTIER then gave a narrative of the circumstances, closely 
corresponding with Mr. Ross's statement.2© That Hon. gentlemen (sic) did not 
know that the company was buying his stock.4/ He explained that he had acted in 
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the interest of the company, and knowing the scruples entertained by Mr. Ross as 
to interfering on behalf of the company while a holder of their stock, at a time 
when there was such a loud outcry about the corruption of public men, he had 
found him a purchaser for the stock, leaving Mr. Ross, ignorant, however, that 
it was bought for the company.28 He supposed he was selling it at (sic) an 
individual not a company, at the market rate.... He had taken care not to inform 
but to let him feel unfettered.2? 


MR. CAMERON considered the explanation by Mr. Ross perfectly satisfactory, 
but nothing could be of higher importance, than that the character of all our 
public men, whether members of the Government or in the opposition, should stand 
free of reproach. He hoped therefore that Mr. Ross would endeavour to bring 
the matter before an impartial tribunal, a court of Justice, that his statement 
of the circumstances might on oath be proved or disproved.39 It was time some 
steps were taken to defend the char[a]cter of public men against the aspersions 
too generally, and on too slight grounds, cast upon them.>1 


(647) 

On motton of Mr. Holton, seconded by Mr. Jean Bapttste Erte Dorton, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be latd before 
this House, coptes of all Correspondence between the Government and Mr. Chtef 
Justice Bowen, having referrence (sic) to the claim set up by that functtonary 
to a higher rate of emolument than he has received since 1849. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Gover- 


(648) 
nor General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 





On motton of Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorton, seconded by Mr. Prévost, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he wtll be pleased to cause to be laid before this House, 
a copy of the Report of an tnvestigatton made into the conduct of G.L. Marler, 
of Drummondville, Esqutre, Magistrate, in 1853, and a statement of the expense 
tneurred in the said tnvesttigation. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 


Ordered, That Mr. Poultot have leave to bring in a Bill to alter and extend 
the limits of the Quebee Cireutt by tneluding therein the Parish of St. Mitchel 
de Bellechasse. i 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Thursday the twenty-second instant. 


Ordered, That Mr. Somerville have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 
Lower Canada School Acts. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 





On motion of Mr. Fournier, seconded by Mr. Octave Cyrille Fortier, 
Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, for a copy of all the Correspondence which has taken place between the 
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different Departments of the Executive Government and the Seigniors, or their 
Agents or Notartes, or other person or persons, from the 1st of July 1854 until 
the present time, with reference to the obtaining of Letters Patent for the com- 
pletion of the different land rolls (papiers terriers) of the Fiefs and Seign- 
tortes of St. Denis, St. Roch des Aulnets, La Pocatiére or Islet ad la Peau, Port 
Jolt, Istet St. Jean, Islet Bonsecours, Lessard, and Vineelotte, in the Dis- 
trict of Quebec, with the date and names of the signers thereof, or such portion 
thereof as the Government may see fit to furnish. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 

















On motton of the Honorable Mr. Chabot, seconded by Mr. Alleyn, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, for a copy of the Report made by Messteurs Maillefert and Raasloff, 
Engineers, on thetr Survey of the Raptds of the St. Lawrence between Lachine and 
Kingston; also, all Plans annexed to the same, copies of Instructions given to 
them, of the agreement or bargain between the Commissioners of Public Works and 
those gentlemen, of the Tenders of those gentlemen to complete the works either 
tn whole or in part, and of all maps, papers, and correspondence relating to the 
tmprovement of the nagtvatton of the satd Rapids. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Act 
for bet[t]er securing the independence of the Legislative Assembly of this Prov- 
ince and for other purposes.°2 


MR. HOLTON expressed his regret that this Bill was not so good a one as that 
introduced by the same hon. gentleman when in opposition. In the former Bill 
there was a clause excluding from Parliament Queen's Counsel government Commis- 
sioners, and if he mistook not, Solicitor Generals. (Hear, hear.) He had hoped 
that when the hon. gentleman had now an opportunity of carrying out his views he 
would have endeavoured to effect those reforms but he had been disappointed.33 


(648) 
Ordered, That Mr. Soltcttor General Smith have leave to bring in a Bill to 


(649) 
amend the Act for better securing the Independence of the Legislative Assembly 
of thts Provinee, and for other purposes. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Friday the stxteenth tnstant. 


Ordered, That Mr. Fergusson and Mr. Foley be added to the Select Commtttee 
to whitch was referred the Bill to extend the Jurisdiction of the Divtston Courts 
tn Upper Canada. 





Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cauchon have leave to bring in a Bill to 
amend the Act of Incorporation of the Roman Catholic Institute for St. Roch's, 
Quebec. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House; and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 
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On motion of Mr. Murney, seconded by Mr. Holton, 
Ordered, That the Select Committee on the Megantic Election Petittons have 
leave to adjourn until Tuesday next. 


MR. BROWN moved for an address to His Excellency the Governor General on the 
subject of carrying into effect the provisions of the commutation clause of the 
Clergy Reserve Act of this Session. He said34 in proposing this resolution for 
the adoption of the House, I am not desirous of renewing agitation on the Clergy 
Reserve question, (hear, hear), or to create excited feelings in the COUMERY.aaet 
repeat now what I have often said in this House, that no one is more sincerely 
desirous of seeing this vexed question forever removed from the political arena 
than I am; and my object in moving this resolution is to have the Reserve Bill 
of the gentlemen on the Treasury Benches, so carried out that it may be accepted 
by all parties as a finality. I wish to induce the House, if possible, to look 
at the matter calmly, as legislators ought to do--to look at it with the view of 
making such concessions to the strong feeling of the gentlemen on this side as 
may enable us all to unite in accepting it as a final measure. (Hear, hear.) 
When the Clergy Reserves' Bill was before the House>>, before the adjournment, 
hon. members on this side gave strenuous opposition to it. We felt we had very 
good grounds for inducing us to give it that opposition, setting aside many 
objections to minor details while men were in power who had opposed the Secular- 
isation of the Reserves during their whole lives, we thought it a very dangerous 
thing to entrust the Government, the power of carrying out the settlement of 
so important a question according to their mere discretion. (Hear, hear.) We 
thought the Bill should have borne clearly upon its face the manner in which the 
whole question was to be finally settled--that in the shape in which it came 
before the House, it committed altogether too much power into the hands of the 
Government. (Hear, hear.) We conceived that the Bill gave too great latitude 
to the Government in judging who were the incumbents entitled to receive under 
the Act, what amounts they were severally entitled to receive, and various other 
important details. The Government of course thought otherwise. They very 
naturally thought it exceedingly convenient to have the Bill passed in such a 
shape, as to leave the whole settlement in their own hands--to be carried out as 
might afterwards be found best to suit their own purposes. (Hear, hear.) The 
matter having been fully debated, we on this side of the House were beaten; the 
Government got all that they demanded, and now they have the unlimited power of 
deciding all those points to which I have alluded. It may be that among the 
points on which difference existed between us and the Government, some of them 
were not of such a nature as to warrant our keeping up opposition to the carry- 
ing out of the Bill, anxiously desirous as we are of seeing the question finally 
and for ever settled. But apart from these details there was one ground on 
which we opposed the Bill, involving such important principles as to admit of no 
change in our opinions, and no concession in our resistance to its enforcement; 
and every day that has since elapsed has only strengthened us in those opinions. 
I refer Sir, to the Commutation Clause of the Reserves Bill. (Hear, hear.) The 
Bill not only gives to the Executive in its main provisions, the vast powers to 
which I have referred, but it gives them a large additional power; it allows the 
government if it shall so choose, to pay to the clergymen entitled to stipends 
under the Act in one sum, the full present value of the stipends secured to them 
should they continue in office during future years. It is very true that there 
is a nominal limit put upon the action of the Executive Councillors on this 
point. It is said that they are to decide, according to the value of the lives 
of the incumbents, and that the commutation is to be effected at the rate of six 
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per cent, but it is clear that this leaves an exceedingly wide margin for the 
exercise of discretion on the part of the Government. I think one could read 
the Bill and come honestly to the conclusion that a particular clergyman was 
entitled to a certain sum under it, while another might read it equally care- 
fully, and come as conscientiously to the conclusion that the same clergyman was 
entitled under it to double that sum. (Hear, hear.) The Reformers of Upper 
Canada see clearly that such a sum may be given to the favoured churches in com- 
mutation of the stipends of their clergymen, as will secure for those churches a 
large fund for the permanent endowment of their clergy, and that out of this 
Clergy Reserve Bill which we have passed professedly to settle the question for 
ever, there may grow up an evil, worse, perhaps, and certainly as great as that 
which we have so long struggled to overthrow. (Hear, hear.) It is feared that 
by the high value which may be placed on the lives of existing incumbents, such 
sums will be handed over to the churches of England and Scotland, in commutation 
of the annual stipends, as will produce a perpetual annual income quite equal if 
not, exceeding thatewhieh the present clergymen, are: entitled to receive during 
the mere limit of their incumbencies. (Heax, Sihears) Sit 2s quite) clear yithat 
such a result is far from desirable, and that the parties have no claim upon us 
for it. The country was not pledged to church bodies, but simply to individual 
incumbents. (Hear, hear.)?/ They were not bound either in equity, or by the 
Imperial Act, to give these advantages to those bodies, they were only bound to 
pay individuals their stipends.38 We are all willing to protect those indi- 
viduals--to pay them their stipends during their incumbencies; but we are not 
willing to go one step further. (Hear, hear.) We are firmly convinced that if 
the result of the much vaunted secularization Bill, is to build up two favored 
sects, more securely than ever before, the discords and heart-burnings that 
have existed in Upper Canada? both among Liberals and Conservatives4 will be 
renewed and perpetuated to the injury of the Province. (Hear, hear.) There are 
many of us; moreover, who have always maintained that the voluntary system is 
the only true one, that the Government ought to foster that system in its policy 
and legislation; and we see that the effect of this commutation clause is in 
direct hostility to the voluntary system--is to make the Clergy of the Church 
of England, and the Church of Scotland to a great extent independent of their 
people. (Hear, hear.) Believing this, we are utterly opposed to commutation. 
While we desire that justice may be done to every individual, we shall do noth- 
ing to build up with public money, a permanent endowment for favored sects. At 
the time the Bill passed there was some doubt whether the Government intended to 
commute with individual clergymen, or with the bodies to which they belonged.4! 
There was some doubt whether the expression "parties and bodies," applied to the 
Roman Catholics and Wesleyan Methodists exclusively, leaving the clergymen of 
the other churches to be commuted with individually or whether it applied to all 
the four bodies. The Government have decided that point. We had a correspond- 
ence laid on our. table on Tuesday night, from which we find that the Government 
have decided that no commutation shall be made with individual clergymen of the 
Churches of England and Scotland, but that commutation shall be affected with 
those bodies in the aggregate.42 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--Where did the hon. gentleman get that infor- 
mation?43 


MR. BROWN.--In the correspondence laid on the table by the Provincial Secre- 
tary--and if the clerk will send for it, I will read the document. Now we have 
found during the recess, and I think I may speak for almost all the members on 
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this side of the House, and for many on the other side--we have found during the 
recess, in hearing the opinions of our constituents, that the strongest hos- 
tility "exists throuchout the country to this® part of the bil; (Hear, hear.) 
There is a very wide spread feeling of alarm lest the endowment should be per- 
petuated, and remain in all time coming, the source of discord, ds it has been 
in past years. We have come back from our constituencies, resolved to make 
one other attempt to induce all parties in this House to strike out that commu- 
tation clause, and enable all to regard the measure as a finality. There are 
other features of the Bill which we continue to regard as highly objection- 
able, but thisswerteelito ibe a matteneoretne nost Vital importance; ands sas 
it were removed, we would have no fear of coming to an understanding on the 
other objections to the measure. In moving this resolution, it must be obvious, 
Mr. Speaker, that we have to proceed in a great measure in the dark. We cannot 
tell what negotiations have been going on, except from the correspondence, to 
which I have alluded, and if we were to judge from that, we might come to the 
conclusion that little or nothing has been done. I have no doubt, however, that 
there have been negotiations, as to which it has not been thought proper to give 
us information. It may be that this resolution is quite unnecessary. Perhaps 
the Government do not desire to commute. Perhaps the churches do not desire to 
commute, though report speaks very confidently that they do. We really do not 
know what has been done, but whether there is a probability of commutation being 
carried out or not, it is desirable that this address should pass. If there 
is really an Aantention to carry Tteouk, and to build wp thatwevwiilsotyapstare.— 
endowment of religion, which, professedly, we have been trying to overthrow, 
then, by passing this resolution, we will put a stop to it. If, on the other 
hand, this is not intended, if there is no probability of commutation, or, if 
the matter is still in dispute, some parties being against commutation and some 
in favor of it, the resolution will at least strengthen the hands of those who 
are opposing commutation. In the correspondence to which I have referred, there 
are two letters bearing on the question whether the commutation is to take place 
with the individual clergymen, or with the bodies to which they belong.44 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said the honble. member was mistaken. The gov- 
ernment had decided to commute with individuals, but only with consent of the 
churches to which they belonged4?. If it took place with the individual clergy- 
Man, without the consent of his church, there would be nothing to hinder him 
from putting the money in his pocket and walking off, leaving his incumbency to 
shift for itself.46 


MR. BROWN.--Exactly so? It is then the intention of the Government to com- 
mute with the bodies, as appears also from a letter of the Provincial Secretary 
to a clergyman who had applied to the Government for information as to their 
intention. The Provincial Secretary says in reply--I am commanded to inform 
you that "His Excellency is advised that the Government cannot entertain appli- 
cations for commutation from individual ministers, unless the consent of the 
church to which they belong shali)berfiirst’ obtained: (Hear,)thear)o! There ais 
another. reason why we should pass this resolution. The Government have the mat- 
ter in their own hands,--they hold the option of commuting or not as they see 
fit--and if we do not express an opinion on the commutation clause they would be 
able to say afterwards--if you were opposed to our commuting with the churches, 
why did you not express an opinion to that effect, when you had an opportunity 
of doing so? There is another very important reason for bringing forward this 
resolution. When the Bill came before the House in the first part of the ses- 
sion, I was cognizant of the fact that there were some members who voted for the 
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commutation clause, although they had far rather it had not been there (Hear, 
hear). They said if we do not leave in the commutation clause the Government 
will not pass the Bill at all and we will take the Bill with commutation rather 
than have no Bill at all--and when we urged them to vote for our amendment, they 
said they would willingly do so but for the fear that thereby they might defeat 
the whole Bill. But now the Bill is passed and settled. All that remains is to 
decide the mode of carrying it out. The Government have now the full discretion 
of deciding that point. They may either continue to pay their pensions to the 
incumbents during their lives or incumbencies, or they may adopt this system 
of commutation. I ask the House to advise the Executive not to proceed with 
commutation and to those who voted in the former part of the session for commu- 
tation lest by voting otherwise they might defeat the measure itself, I espe- 
cially appeal, for they have now an opportunity of expressing their views on 
that point, without at all affecting the general question of secularization. 
(Hear, ficar):2°Pedo think that °this is ‘a “‘tiost fitting time for bringing forward 
the motion, and that all those members who represent Reform constituencies and 
would not like that a wealthy hierarchy should be established in the country, 
are now in a position to carry out their sentiments by assisting to pass this 
resolution. There are two objections often made to the ground we have assumed 
in regard to this question of commutation. There are some who say that commuta- 
tion settles the whole question at once, and, that if you continue to pay the 
clergy their stipends during their lives, you continue the connection between 
church and State, and that we are inconsistent in preferring that mode. But the 
obvious answer to this objection is that we must make a choice of evils. We 
regard it as a much less evil if at the death of the present incumbents, the 
whole thing is swept away, than if we give to two ecclesiastical bodies large 
sums of money, enabling them to build up great permanent endowments. (Hear, 
hear). And there is another objection. It is said--the clergy will commute 
in spite of you; you secure to them certain annual endowments, and they will go 
to Insurance Companies in England and get them to buy up those annuities. I 
don't think it would be easy to find an Insurance Company three thousand miles 
off, willing to purchase annuities of this kind given under circumstances of 
which they knew nothing, and as to the security of which they could not be well 
certiorated.4/ 


Hear, bear from the ministerial benches.48 


[MR. BROWN continued:] It is quite clear that men in Europe, looking to 
the colonial position of Canada, and hearing those charges of revolutionary 
views+9--the Annexation of the country to the United States--29 which some of 
the hon. gentlemen opposite are fond of bringing against some hon. members on 
this side of the House, would be apt to be deterred from such a speculation, 
by fears of changes in the distant future which might sweep all those things 
away. And there were doubtless many other considerations that would naturally 
cross the mind of a shrewd actuary of an Insurance Company, and deter him from 
investing, ain al security of “this kind. But if such an Insurance Company were 
found, suppose a company willing to commute those stipends; would not its doing 
so be a very different thing from commutation with the Government. The Govern- 
ment are to commute with them, not on their incumbencies, but simply with a view 
to the value of their lives; while if they went over to England to commute, the 
double risk of life and loss of incumbency would be taken into account. The 
sum, therefore, to be thus received, would be so small, that the attempt to com- 
mute would be soon relinquished. (Hear, hear.) The simple question then comes 
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to this--are we or are we not to carry out this commutation clause, and so aid 
in building up an evil which may be worse than that we have been attempting to 
overthrow, shall we establish a system contrary to every principle that has ever 
been professed by the Reform party? I do not mean to detain the House further, 
as the subject has already been sufficiently debated; and I am sure we are all 
prepared to vote on it with a perfect understanding of its merits. But before I 
close there is one point to which I desire to advert, as it has been a good deal 
alluded to both in the House and out of the House. It has been said that I was 
the first person that suggested the principle of commutation. This is an entire 
mistake. There was an article which appeared in the Globe while I was absent in 
my own county, during the late general election, which I have not read to this 
day. But that article did not favour commutation, and it has been quite mis- 
represented by those who took that view of it. At that time the question was 
between the settlement we wanted, securing the interests of the incumbents, and 
another proposition to divide the whole proceeds of the Clergy Reserves among 
all the various sects. The object of the article was to induce the parties 
interested to give up the Division Scheme, as not even the most favourable for 
their own interests. It in no shape sustained this commutation scheme which is 
now before the House.-! 


MR. SCATCHERD seconded the motion. 4 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--I congratulate the hon.. member for Lambton on the 
great temper he has displayed in introducing this resolution after the length- 
ened debates: we) had, jin the, early, part.of the, session,, after the feeling, that 
was then exhibited, and the terrific denunciations of sacrifice of principle 
to which we then listened. I certainly did think that we should have this sub- 
ject brought before us in some stronger light than it has been presented this 
evening. I did think there were to be some awful revelations, some tremendous 
developments of the treachery which had been exhibited to the cause of volun- 
taryism and to the Liberal interests of this: country. But what does it, all 
amount ... to but a simple avowal of the individual opinion of the hon. member 
for Lambton that the commutation clause is not a finality, that he and a few of 
his friends who think and act with him and form a sort of body-guard around him 
thought that there was something that would have suited their views better than 
commutation? On the second reading of the Bill, I frankly avowed that the lead- 
ing view I entertained on the subject was the desire to set at rest at once and 
for ever a question which had produced more bitterness of feeling than all other 
questions that had ever been agitated in this country. The question being of 
such surprising magnitude, surely those who ... bent themselves to the accom- 
plishment of the object of settling that question, deserve some credit. And 
surely it cannot be said that this question was hurried over, or that the most 
abundant opportunity was not afforded for its discussion, and that too immedi- 
ately after a General Election, which afforded a satisfactory means of test- 
ing public opinion especially in Upper Canada. Surely it cannot be said that 
after 40 years of agitation the public mind of Canada was taken by surprise by 
the manner in which this question was settled. As a test of public opinion I 
point to the manner in which those who had taken office in the Government on 
the understanding that they would settle this question were re-elected by their 
former constituencies.° He had gone back to his constituents and after meeting 
them the honorable member for Lambton and the late honorable member for South 
Wentworth and others in 40 different meetings, he had been returned by a still 
larger majority than before.-4 On this question alone, and even joining a Gov- 
ernment composed of former political opponents I had the satisfaction of being 
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returned by a majority of 2 to 1, compared with my previous election, flat[t]er- 
ing as they had been. When the member for Lambton says that public opinion is 
with him, it is no egotism on my part to refer to this circumstance as an evi- 
dence of public opinion. The county I represent is one of the oldest Liberal 
constituencies of Upper Canada>?. The first liberal press in Upper Canada was 
established in that county. It was there that the honorable member for Norfolk 
first became prominent. To be returned to Parliament, after accepting office, 
by such a county, was a clear and unmistakable indication of public feeling 
on that very question which the government, with whom he acted had "finally" 
settled. 6 


ye FOLEY.—=No! No! The commutation clause had not been heard of at that 
F 7 
time. 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--I beg not to be interrupted. The hon. gentleman 
will have an opportunity of replying to my statements afterwards. I say again 
that the manner of settling the Clergy Reserves was a test question in that 
election.°8 His re-election showed that the people considered the act a "final- 
ity." It was not merely the doubtful term "adjustment" used by a previous gov- 
ernment and repudiated by the hon. member for Lambton, which the present Govern- 
ment had used, but "finality." It was a final settlement of the question which 
had been desired and which the country felt it had obtained.-? It was taken 
before the electors, and a clear and unequivocal expression of opinion was given 
that the best mode of settling the question should be adopted, that mode which 
has been adopted. The hon. member for Lambton comes down and says that the 
settlement has not been satisfactory, but I wish to know what proofs he has 
offered that it has not been satisfactory. I remember occasions when public 
opinion has been exasperated, and mass meetings have been held, but have we had 
one petition against the settlement of the Clergy Reserves question, have we 
heard of one indignation meeting being held, has there been any thing of that 
kind to show a state of antagonism between public opinion and the action of 
Parliament?®° The greatest satisfaction had been expressed with regard to the 
settlement of this question, and there was a strong desire that peace should now 
be maintained. The opposition, doubtless, were opposed to the ministry.©! Hon. 
gentlemen opposite should devote their attention to something else, rather than 
moving for the repeal of the Clergy Reserve Act. It is the desire of office 
that actuates these gentlemen (Oh! Oh!) Hon. gentlemen need not cry out.62 
If they would but reconcile themselves to their present position all would be 
quiet, but their desire to cross the floor and take office actuated them in a 
renewal of the agitation.©3 Supposing they do desire office, there is noth- 
ing criminal about that. They would take advantage of the slightest god-send 
that would enable them to change places with us if they could. (Oh! Oh!) But 
I call upon them for proofs of the case they try to make out that public opin- 
ion is with them. I state again that there has not been a single movement in 
Upper Canada for a change of the law except that proceeding from Dr. Pyper and 
Mr. Freeland of Toronto. I have a high respect for those gentlemen, but I know 
that they do not represent public opinion in Upper Canada on this question. 
There is energy enough in the hon. member for Lambton to have got up mass meet- 
ings all over the country, if he had had the most distant hope of obtaining a 
verdict from public opinion in his favour. A minister of the gospel, a friend 
of the hon. member for Lambton, was very industrious in holding up the member 
for North Oxford (Mr. Matheson) to execration in his own county because he had 
thought proper to vote for the final passing of the Reserve Bill. But was that 
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hon. gentleman sacrificed by his constituency at the dictation of a Presbyte- 
rian Minister? No! Ina constituency quite as Liberal as that to which I have 
before alluded, what was the result? Why when he went back for re-election, he 
was re-elected as Councillor, as Reeve, and as Warden for the County, and had 
the thanks of the County given him for his course in Parliament. I have been 
attempted to be severely handled because I said that without commutation I would 
not give twopence halfpenny for the bi11.64 My reason for saying so was because 
I was satisfied that without commutation there would be no finality. Some gen- 
tlemen on the other side and a talented editor in the West, had shown themselves 
disposed to take away even from the present incumbents their life allowances. I 
do not charge this on the hon. member for Lambton, because he candidly acknowl- 
edged that public opinion recognized the right of the incumbents to their annual 
salaries. I consider this a most important admission on the part of the member 
for Lambton.® 


MR. BROWN, "No! no!"®® J] merely gave my own opinion. But I did not say 
that it was either my own opinion or public opinion that those incumbents had a 
right to those allowances during the whole period of their incumbencies. For my 
own part, for the sake of a settlement, I was willing to vote those allowances, 
but at the same time I do not think they had any abstract right to them. The 
continuance of their allowances for a few years would in my opinion give them 
ample justice.6/ 


[MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE:] All agreed that the clergy should have their life 
interest respected, and if so, a clergyman had certainly a right to dispose of 
such interest. 


MR. BROWN, "No! no!''69 


[MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE:] The honorable member for Lambton merely concurs 
in the opinion that the ministers were incumbents for life and that they had 
therefore a right to dispose of their life incomes./9 Now the question with me 
simply was whether we should perpetuate this condition of things to the end of 
the lives of the incumbents, or whether we should not adopt the principle of 
sevreing (sic) at once and for ever all connection between Church and State, and 
immediately obtaining finality in the settlement of the question. Would the 
hon. member for Lambton have kept the capital, the interest of which would have 
provided those allowences (sic), /1 locked up? or would he have that amount held 
out as a bait to greedy politicians to renew agitation? /2 Is that the way in 
which he would have settled this question? Need I recall to mind that /3 in 1840 
the then settlement was regarded as a finality, but it had proved not to be so, 
and without commutation this might not be so either./4 It was a delusion and 
this settlement also would be a delusion but for that important feature of the 
Bill which provides for a commutation of those Annuities. -It is said that this 
commutation is not in accordance with the voluntary principle. I will not allow 
the hon. member for Lambton to exceed me in the recognition of that principle. 
I claim to be as thorough a Voluntary as the hon. member for Lambton’? could 
possibly pretend to be, or the honorable member for North York, who was most 
anxious to be understood to be/®, 


Interruption by member for North York [MR. HARTMAN].// 


[MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE: ] I accuse the honorable member for North York of 
nothing but an ardent desire to be a member of the Government when it was last 
broken up./8 The hon. member from Lambton argues the question from a Volun- 
tary point of view. So do I, and I should like to know whether we are not more 
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likely to obtain a complete severance of Church and State, by the commutation 
scheme than by any other? The hon. member for Lambton will not acknowledge 
that he himself advocated the commutation scheme in the Globe of the 24th July 
185479, generally understood to be controlled by the hon. member, and to speak 
his sentiments, had proposed the commutation scheme as the best mode of settle- 
ment.89 True it is--when it suits his purpose--the member for Lambton denies 
all participation in the views published in the Globe.8! 1 know there are many 
things in the Globe of which he knows nothing. Perhaps he does not know that 
the Globe during the last general election declared that its views of finality 
in reference to the settlement of the Clergy Reserves were identical with the 
views of Sir Allan MacNab--that the views of Sir Allan and of the Globe as the 
exponent of public opinion in Upper Canada were identical.82 


MR. BROWN.--Will the hon. gentleman show that ?83 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--Yes, I will gratify the honorable gentleman. The 
Globe on the occasion I have referred to, said, "On the day of nomination, 
Mr. Isaac Buchanan appeared to oppose Sir Allan MacNab. He declared) that he 
opposed the gallant Knight, solely because he was unsound on the Reserve ques- 
tion. In the course of his speech in reply, Sir Allan took occasion to deny 
certain statements that had been made regarding a change in his opinions. He 
said that he trusted he knew when to bow to the voice of the country, but that 
he had not changed his principles. As we understand him, the position of the 
gallant Knight is this--he admits secularization is a necessity, and when it 
becomes imperative upon him, he will not resist it; but he nevertheless does not 
like it the better. Well, we are satisfied. Sir Allan McNab's resistance to 
our principle may henceforth be regarded as nil.'"84 


MR. BROWN .-—-Hear, hear.8° 


[MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE continued:] I think... that I have shown that the 
opinions of the member for Hamilton and the opinions of the member for Lambton 
were then identical®®, Hel was,, form his! part, satisfied: Besides, there was 
before them the fact that the member for Lambton was not only satisfied a few 
months ago with the leader of the present Government, but actually recommended 
an adoption of a plan of commutation by which he proposed to give the Church of 
England £700,000.8/ He found that that paper had declared itself satisfied too 
during the last election with Sir Allan McNab's declaration that he bowed to the 
decision of the country on the Clergy Reserves question, and [that paper] had 
supported the hon. and gallant knight against Mr. J. Buchanan, his opponent, a 
voluntary.88 The member for Lambton had stated that one of the principal objec- 
tions he had against the Clergy Reserve Act was that the country had no faith in 
the integrity of the intentions of the Government in carrying out the commuta- 
tion clause. 


MR. BROWN.--The hon. gentleman is mistaken. I object to commutation in 
90 
toto. 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--The hon. gentleman used the expression that he had 
no confidence in the administration carrying out this clause. (Hear, hear.) 
Now I have only to say, and I say it with confidence that the commutation clause 
will be’ carried out in reference to the Bill strictly in accordance with its 
provisions, that it will be carried out equitably and fairly, that a fair and 
honest interpretation will be given to the enactments of the Bil1.9! on the 
occasion when the subject was last brought on the floor of the House, it was 
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thoroughly discussed, and the fullest consideration was given to any proposition 
which would be likely to ensure a satisfactory settlement of the question. ?2 AL 
do not know that I am called upon to say more. I do not think I could say more, 
if I were to speak for an hour. “If we only give these individuals in bulk, 
because it is with individuals we shall deal, what would be the fair equivalent 
of their life interest, I say there is nothing unjust in it. And to argue that 
that puts them in possession of a large sum of money, in place of their having 
doled out to them an annual allowance, is not a liberal view of the question.23 
Parliament was bound to provide for the life interest of the incumbents. There 
was no discretionary power left to the Government or the Legislature. They had 
to provide for the payment of those claims.?4 He did not think that voluntaries 
best promoted their views by trying to pull down the English or Scotch or other 
churches. They had no right to deprive the ministers of these churches of the 
revenues guaranteed to them by the Imperial Parliament, or prevent their rein- 
vestment of it. It was only right to give them an opportunity of taking what 
was their own in one sum instead sf (sic) compelling them to come year after 
year to government for their pittance. The honor[a]ble member opposite had said 
this commutation would build up the evil sought to be destroyed, but he had 
failed to give any proof of the assertion. Why should they interfere with the 
manner in which these incumbents propose to receive and dispose of their money 
any more than they had done by preventing its investment in land. Suppose they 
used it to promote the objects of the churches of England and Scotland; were 
they evils? He had never heard that alleged, but on the contrary they had been 
generally regarded as blessings to the country.2> The principle of commutation 
was recognized in England.--There, Clergymen could dispose of their life annui- 
ties for their present value. It was done as an ordinary business transaction. 
Popularly, liberal the objection against the Act might be called; practically, 
it was both illiberal and unjust.?76 There is an evil in endowing these Churches 
out of the public funds, and that is the evil we desire to get rid of. I think 
then that the hon. member for Lambton's opinion that a great evil would arise 
from this commutation should not be considered of much importance, as he has 
failed to offer one solitary proof of what this great evil would be. I admit 
that to support these Churches from the public funds is an evil, but in this 
matter we are not free agents, we are limited in our legislation?’. And the 
government, without showing any partiality to one religious body over another, 
merely followed a rule of the Imperial Parliament in making provisions to meet 
the claims of the incumbents. And they had the satisfaction of knowing that 
they had done so in a way which would effectually prevent the future agitation 
Ohet has question. 28 I trust that hon. gentlemen opposite will be satisfied that 
public opinion is against them (Oh! Oh!) and that they will. see it to be their 
duty to rest contented with that which they cannot alter.2?92 He had failed to 
see any indication that public opinion was against the law as it stood, and he 
had about equal opportunities for ascertaining it with the honorable member for 
Lambton. He had resided in the country somewhat longer. He could not help in 
concluding remarking again on the changed tone of the honorable member on that 
measure, that absence of fierceness which so often characterized his attacks 
on ministers. He trusted it proceeded from a conviction of the utter hopeless- 
ness of an attempt to renew agitation on this point, and that having made this 
motion, which he perhaps felt bound in consistency to do, he would abandon the 
matter. The settlement which was in progress and which had already united many 
previously differing politicians would be the harbinger of happier and more 
peaceful times in Canada.!00 


2078 


Mab oON—lawouldsiaimuhoperthatwinethe observations I ishalll makeywl 
shall not be charged with acting in any hostile spirit to the Church of England. 
I am free to confess that I once entertained the opinion, and as far as my read- 
ing of the original statute can guide me, I entertain the same opinion still, 
that those Reserves were once the property of the Church of England. But when 
the Judges of England determined it was not so, and when the subsequent agita- 
tion in this province shook it to its centre, I felt, and have long felt that 
the Church of England would better have consulted its own interests had it given 
up long ago all claim to those Reserves and allowed its own people to endow 
it with their own funds. And I have always thought, and still think that the 
Church of ... England will be seriously injured with the State Endowment which 
this Bill will give her. (Hear, hear.)!9l1 He claimed as much sincerity for 
this belief of his conduct based on the belief as the hon. gentlemen near him 
(Messrs. Cameron and Gamble) could claim for a contrary opinion.!02 The hon. 
Post-Master General stated that the settlement of 1840 was a delusion. But why 
was it a delusion? Was it considered a delusion when the Act was passed? Did 
not every one appear satisfied with it? But was the silence for years after it 
was passed, any indication of the satisfaction of the country with it? So, if 
the hon. Post-Master General thinks that the lull there has been after the pass- 
ing of this Act is to be considered as an approbation of it by the country, 
there we disagree in toto. There was nothing said against the Act of 1840 for 
years, simply because the working of it was not understood. The people were 
tired of the agitation, and were glad to let it cease for a while. That is pre- 
cisely the state of the country at present. When the hon. member for Wentworth 
assumes that, because the people have said nothing about it during the short 
time that has elapsed since the passing of the Act, and before they know the 
effect of the commutation clause, therefore they must be held to be satisfied 
with it, he draws what cannot be considered a reasonable conclusion. Looking at 
the history of this province, the fallacy of the conclusion he draws is plain 
to the experience of every one. An hon. member in the Parliament of 1840, 103 
Captain Kearn!04, Celebeatced ssOL his Wilt, sahter the passane of thakwAct >, said—— 
"Now we have provided four coaches for the people to go to heaven in, a Church 
of England coach, a Roman Catholic coach, a Methodist coach, and a Presbyterian 
coach, and if any won't go to heaven in one or other of those coaches, they can 
so to the other plate ‘their own way." (Laughter.) 105 


An hon. member.--They might go on foot. 106 


MR. WILSON.--Oh No! That would be too slow a coach. What was the hon. gen- 
tleman's argument then, that people must learn to be satisfied with the law as 
it was. The argument used by the Post-Master General to-night was precisely the 
same, that gentlemen must learn to be satisfied with their position. (Hear, 
heat.) But is that the°’ language of a Statesman? Are people to submit ‘td Ja 
wrong, because that happens to be their position for the moment? (Hear, hear.) 
Yet that was the expression used by the hon. member for Wentworth. "Hon. gen- 
tlemen," he said, "on that side must learn to be satisfied with their position 
and put up with it." I for one have no desire to impugn the motives of the hon. 
member for Wentworth, but he said that gentlemen on this side were anxious for 
office, and that the desire of office actuated gentlemen on this side. Pray, do 
the sweets of office not actuate gentlemen on that side? Were there no longings 
for office, when that hon. gentleman sat on this side?197 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--I have not had the honor of sitting on that side. 108 
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MR. WILSON.--It is an honor you may soon have. (Hear, hear and laughter.) 
And then we will see how it will be with your longings. The first argument of 
the hon. member for Wentworth was that there having been no agitation against 
the Bill, «thetefore it. was accepted by the’ country as. a) finality, dands hesdn- 
stanced his own election, and some others as a proof of it. I have already 
alluded to the fallacy of that as an argument, and I need not go over the same 
ground again. I say the people of this country do not understand the effect of 
this commutation clause. But suppose you were to remind them there were two 
principles they had always contended for, and which the hon. gentleman does not 
deny they have always contended for, and which he says he is willing to carry 
out namely--"no connection between Church and State" and, "no Church endow- 
ments." If the hon. gentleman would remind Reformers of these two principles, 
and then tell them that this commutation clause enables the Government to endow 
the Church of England and the Church of Scotland with what will give those Chur- 
ches for ever the same sum that the present incumbents will receive during their 
own lives--if he told them that that would be the effect of commutation, what 
would be the answer? Why, not that the Bill of 1840 was a delusion, but that 
the Bill of 1854 was!99 a mockery, /10 a delusion and a snare. That would be 
their answer. (Hear, hear.) But they do not understand that that is going to 
be the effect of it. You tell the people that you are going to commute with 
individuals, and to deal justly by them--the country are satisfied with that, 
but they will be dissatisfied when they know that you, this very Government, 
pretending to carry out the principles of the former government, have put in 
this very machinery of commutation to enable you to endow these two churches-- 
for that is the plain English of it, when the very truth is told. (Hear, hear.) 
This is your position--we want to endow--we cannot do it directly, but we shall 
do it indirectly by putting in this commutation clause, and saying that we will 
not commute with individuals without the consent of their Church. What is the 
effect of this, that you do not mean to carry out the commutation with individ- 
uals, as the member for Wentworth said you did, but that you mean to carry it 
out with the consent of the Churches? I will put this case to the candour of 
the hon. and gallant knight. Suppose that instead of putting in this commuta- 
tion clause, the Government had been bold enough to say--we will give the Church 
of England and Scotland a sum in gross, equal to that which this commutation 
will actually give them, perhaps £150,000 or £200,000!!! [oR] between £100,000 
and £200,000!12--haa a Bill boldly enacting this, been introduced, would such a 
Bill have carried? would Reformers have voted for such a Bill? (Hear, hear.) 
But what do you do? You pass a Bill with a clause in it, enabling you while you 
hold seats on those Benches, to do the same thing indirectly, which you ... 
never could have done directly. (Hear, hear.) But what does the hon. member 
for Wentworth, as the Reform member of the Government, solemnly argue, or rather 
leads people to infer from his arguments, for he is not bold enough to say it 
plainly--that that is not the intention of the Government at all, but that it is 
their intention to carry out the Reform principles he himself holds, as far as 
is practicable and just, having reference to the clause in the Imperial Statute 
giving those incumbents their salaries during their lives, and he tells us that 
that is the only way at once and forever to get rid of the difficulty. I say it 
is not so. Do you tell me that, if you wont commute individually with any cler- 
gyman of any of these churches, but will only do it with the consent of the 
authorities of these churches that you have no object in view but simply to get 
bid of jthe ditiiculty 7 (Hear, hear.) Do you not know that the sum to be thus 
received by these churches and other bodies can be so invested as to produce a 
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fund at least equal to what they receive now, and to perpetuate it forever? 
(Hear, hear.) Will any of the gentlemen of the Treasury Benches deny that they 
knows Ehdte to wills just vaboutwamount tollithat, and that this is the intention of 
these parties seeking commutation with the consent of their churches? (Hear, 
hear.) And I ask how gentlemen, professing to be Roformers (sic), who have sup- 
ported the Government with reference to this commutation clause, if they had 
known that this would be the effect of it, whether they could on their con- 
sciences have voted for it? What then do we ask now? We ask the House to stop 
that commutation and there is nothing to prevent our doing so, for the clause 
in the Statute is not compulsory. It says the Government may commute with the 
consent of these parties and bodies, and if the Government do not intend to 
endow these churches they will pause at once and stop the commutation. No one 
will doubt the right of the incumbents to receive their stipends as long as 
they live and hold their incumbencies, but the Reformers of Upper Canada, and 
many members of the Church of England itself, do not wish to see a State endow- 
ment perpetuated. They want to see it done away with. They want to see the 
church stand on its own footing, to exhibit its own resources and energies, and 
be forever rid of this perplexed question. (Hear, hear.) Do you tell me that 
if I say the Church of Scotland ministers were all willing to commute and to 
place the funds so obtained in the hands of a central body, and if the money is 
invested so as to pay those men their stipends as long as they live, and to 
their successors as long as they live, and so on in perpetuity--if that is done, 
will you tell me that the people of this Province will not be constantly grum- 
bling, and asking what right they have to receive those endowments? Tell the 
people of this Province what the effect of the Commutation Clause will be, and 
ti seheyedaisessatistived tolsay nothing, 1 for one will never utter a sentence 
dedinstatteinemy latte againe (Hear, hearsay I do Tt) now, because Ws fear sthat 
the agitation will again commence. When the country sees the Commutation Clause 
carried out otherwise than it was thought it would be--when they find that 
instead of merely doing justice to the individual, it perpetuates a state endow- 
ment within the Province--the question will be again agitated as it was after 
the Act of 1840, which did not endow any of the Churches half so liberally as 
thars swale But the member for Wentworth admitted that no connection between 
Church and State was one of the principles of the Reform party, and one of the 
principles which he holds as a Reformer in the present ministry. No State 
endowment is another of the principles which Reformers hold, and which he holds 
as a member of the Government. There are the two grand principles for which 
Reformers have all along contended, but how does the Bill carry them out. Will 
the hon. member for Wentworth say that no State endowment will be created by 
je laaLey Bde % (Heart hear.) If the hon. member denies the right of individ= 
ual recipients to commute as individuals, and says they must get the consent 
of their Church to do so--and if the object of commuting in this manner is to 
obtain a fund to be invested by the Church for the payment of these s[t]ipends 
for ever--will any man in his senses say that that is not a State Endowment in 
the broadest sense of the term? (Hear, hear.) You tell me there will be no 
connection between the Church and the State. Granted. There is no such connec- 
tion now, because the Bill brought in about the Rectories declared that for ever 
there should be no such connection. When the hon. member therefore says that 
this Bill cuts away the connection between Church and State, he tells us that it 
does that which was done long before. But he won't tell us, and he cannot tell 
us that the object of this Bill will not be to endow those Churches, although 
no State Endowment is the second grand principle which he tells us Reformers 
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have always contended for, and which he himself sits in that Ministry to contend 
for. (Hear, hear.) If the machinery of that Bill enables the Government to 
give each person what will be converted into a permament (sic) endowment for 
his Church, is not this directly endowing that Church with funds of the State. 
(Hear, hear.) It is a flimsy argument to say, we give it to every individual 
who asks for it, and then allow him to do with it what he likes. But we know 
all the time that he is to place it in a general fund which will constitute an 
endowment for his Church. And does not the Government help him to do that? If 
you deny it, why commute at all? Why not allow him to go to an Insurance Office 
as you say? If he does, let him. It will not in that case be the result of any 
action or manoeuvering on the part of the Government, by clauses put into the 
Bill for a speciiicy puspose: (Hear, hear.) The hon. Postmaster General says 
the country pronounced upon this measure, during the elections. I say that this 
measure was never before the country during the elections. The measure, without 
Commutation, was before the country, and the country decided upon that. It was 
this Government which put in the Commutation clause, and they put it in because 
it was carrying out the principle for which the gallant knight had all along 
contended, and those who acted with him, except the hon. member for Wentworth, 
namely, that it is the right of the Church to be endowed with the funds of the 
State. Under the semblance of carrying out Reform principles, they are carry- 
ing out that diametrically opposite principle, which they could not have done 
directly. Would one of the Reform members of this House have dared to vote for 
the Bill had that been plainly stated? (Hear, hear.) And if they are satisfied 
that that is to be the use to be made of it, why not vote for this address? We 
ask them to vote for this resolution which simply declares that it is not expe- 
dient to carry out the commutation clause, because the effect of it would be 
permanently to endow two Churches with the funds of the State, L13 COmERe wan Ui, 
as I believe of those Churches themselves, and to the dissatisfaction of the 
other religious bodies of the Province. ft has» been said) that vthrs as yay use- 
less agitation which has been got up, but I say it is a very proper agitation. 
Suppose we had quietly sat still on this side of the House, and allowed the 
Government to carry out commutation, what would they have said?!14 They would 
have said--you knew perfectly well from public notoriety--and it is a principle 
established on that side of the House that public notoriety is proof--you knew 
that it was notorious we were going to commute on these principles, and yet 
you never said a word. But we have taken time by the forelock, and say that we 
will not treat you so but will undertake to shew that you are not carrying out 
the principles you undertake (sic) to do when you took your seat on the Treas- 
ury Benches. It would doubtless be objected, that this motion is contrary to 
constitutional law, in attempting to suspend by an address of this House the 
provisions of an act of Parliament, which cannot, ever be repealed in the same 
session in which it passed. The answer is this,--the commutation is not compul- 
sory on the part of the executive,but,discrutionary (sic), and we)seek only, to 
guide’ that discretion by thus! address, sand se it is) not icontraryeto) constitu] 
tional awe On pass waite. I regret that I should have taken up the time of the 
House so long but I have endeavoured to put the matter in as plain a light as 
I possibly could and if I have failed I shall be exceedingly sorry. If I am 
charged with hostility to the Church of England, I can only say that the answer 
to that stands in another form--namely what I practice towards the Church of 
England. I believe sincerely that an endowment will injure the Church, and I 
have as much right to claim sincerity for my views in that respect, as hon. gen- 
tlemen opposite have to claim respect for their sincerity in the position for 
endowment which they take (Hear, hear.)115 
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MR. CAMERON.--The hon. member for London claims from the House credit for 
sincerity in speaking now in a different manner from the way in which he would 
have spoken formerly. I am not disposed to refuse credit for sincerity to any 
hon. member for anything he may express in this House. At the same time I am 
very much disposed to question the wisdom and the knowledge that are brought to 
PeAEwOn dsubiech ot ithio kinds when Wefind atcourse! as) taken jon) a matter! of 
this importance so diametrically at variance with the course which I think ought 
to be taken in a matter not affecting merely the particular church to which I 
belong or the rights of particular religionists, but a matter affecting the 
great constitutional question which those hon. gentlemen are always the very 
first to parade before the pu[b]Jlic, and to claim for themselves the principal 
benefit of it. I would like to ask the House, appealed to as it has been from 
the extremes of the hon. member for Lambton on one side, and the former Tory 
Church of England member for London on the other--I ask, are they prepared, at 
the bidding of these hon. gentlemen, to repeal by an address of this House an 
Act of Parliament which has received the sanction of the three branches of the 
Legislature? Or is this a new way that the hon. member for Lambton has got of 
disposing of the Legislative Council question, ard (sic) carrying out his idea 
of a single Chamber? For if this view be carried it is in effect destroying the 
power which those incumbents have at this moment of calling on the Government to 
commute their life allowances--destroying it by the act of one branch of the 
Legislature. I call upon the hon. member for Lambton to say whether that is not 
the effect of it. He knows that he cannot bring in a Bill during the same ses- 
sion to repeal an Act passed during the early part of it, and, therefore by a 
round-about-way talks about the manoeuvres of the Government--I say by manoeu- 
vres far more astute and far more cunning they endeavour by an address from one 
Branch of the Legislature to nullify the action of all three branches, and to 
tell those men who are entitled to come forward within the year and commute, 
that they shall not commute. The hon. member for Lambton, followed up by the 
hon. member for London, charged the Government with endeavouring to endow the 
Churches, and with requiring in this matter in fact that the churches, should be 
the parties who should claim the endowment instead of individuals. Now is that 
really the correct position to put it in? Is there anything that can be done on 
the part of the Government that can effect the question in reference to that 
point? Is there any mode in which the churches as bodies can demand of the Gov- 
ernment to commute with them? It will not be pretended that there is (Oh! oh!) 
all that is required is, that, when an individual clergyman demands of the Gov- 
ernment his commutation, it shall not be effected until he has the consent of 
the governing body of the church to which he belongs. And how is that commuting 
with the churches? Is the Government to make an enquiry as to what is to be 
done with the money? Has the Government anything to do with that? The Govern- 
ment has to see that the money shall only be paid to the individual, while he 
discharges the duties of his incumbency, and will not this be best provided for 
by getting the church to which he belongs to consent to the commutation, and to 
take the responsibility of seeing that the money paid to the individual shall 
not) be put inte ‘hisspocket, sto» be applied to some other .....use ‘than that ‘for 
which it was originally intended. It was never intended that the clergy should 
receive the salary and not do the duty first. The hon. member for Lambton tells 
us that he has no desire to renew the agitation, that it was with no such view 
as that, that he... now comes before the House. No, it is almost with pain and 
sorrow that he has raised this question again! But we all know that though he 
did not come down himself for 7 or 8 days after the commencement of the session, 
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his notice was on the paper the very first day, so determined was he that some- 
thing should be done. The hon. member for London, in following him, accounts 
for no mass meeting having been held, nothing have (sie) been done through the 
country to protest against the Act recently passed by saying that the settlement 
of 1840 was not attempted to be distributed for years. But does the hon. gen- 
tleman recollect so little of the history of his country as not to know that the 
settlement of 1840 was one to which all parties agreed. But will any one say 
that all parties have agreed to this one, the effect of which the member for 
London says the country did not understand. But how did this come about, when 
we had bright and shining lights like the member for Lambton, the member for 
Glengary, and the member for London, all proclaiming last October and November 
that such and such would be the effect of the Bill, and when we had besides 
those large newspapers broad enough to carry all the learning and wisdom of the 
land upon them, scattered through the length and breadth of the country dissem- 
inating the same doctrines. If the people are so ignorant, it is not because 
the light has not been offered them, both in the debates in Parliament, and 
in all the arguments that have since appeared. And depend upon it those hon. 
gentlemen have not been particularly quiet in their constituencies. The hon. 
member for Lambton had no doubt something to do with the address from Dr. Pyper 
and Mr. Freeland. Those gentlemen of course read the Globe.!16 


No, from MR. BROWN.117 


[MR. CAMERON continued:] What, had not his powerful arguments in the 
"Globe" kindled this little flame?!!8 and does not the House remember, how 
before the recess, the hon. member for Lambton said the time would come when 
the table would groan under petitions against the commutation clause? Does any 
one forget how the hon. member for Lambton said that the Government were afraid 
of an adjournment for a few weeks, lest the members should be tampered with by 
their constituencies and come down with different opinions. Now what has been 
the case. We have heard of dinners given on the cold water principle, and on 
the hot water principle.) and ion no principle vat all. ibubsvattrer all werdoinotr 
hear of any of those indignation meetings which were to bring down a storm of 
indignation on the heads of the Government.!19 If he had not failed--if the 
country had really felt dissatisfied, as he would have them believe did they 
suppose he would not have had the promised petitions pouring in upon them; that 
the hon. member would not have been presenting them by the dozen like Maine 
Liquor Law petitions, at which he had become so expert? Would they not have 
had his friends around him acting as a Committee of carriers to transport them 
to the table and basket?!29 But without providing any petitions, the hon. mem- 
ber for Lambton gets up and asks the House to vote an address to annul an Act 
of Parliament. I say that is not the way to act constitutionally on a great 
question like this. If the hon. member for Lambton is to be excused as not a 
lawyer, the hon. member for London cannot be excused, because he is a lawyer, 
and he must know that the position he takes of virtually killing the Legisla- 
tive Council before that body is deprived of its existence in a legitimate man- 
ner, is utterly unconstitutional. Whatever excuse there may be for the member 
for Lambton cannot apply to the member for London. The Legislature having pro- 
nounced by large majorities on the various clauses of this Bill, I would have 
expected to find those gentlemen standing by me side to side and battling to 
the death on this great constitutional question. No cry has been raised through 
the country against this settlement but the hon. member for London tells us that 
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it will be agitated again, that the country will be roused more and more day 
after day, and that again we will have all the troubles and difficulties which 
sprung up after the settlement of 1840. But if those difficulties and troubles 
come up again, they come up, because those gentlemen have been the means of 
bringing them up. It will be to their door that it must. be laid, 16 the cry is 
again raised. I would like to know what would be said in this Lower House if 
the Upper House were to take the same course, and in a matter in which we were 
determined to take a certain stand, were to address the Crown, and say, stop it. 
The hon. member for Lambton would be the first to get up and complain.!21 


MR. BROWN.--No!122 


MR. CAMERON.--No! He would be willing that the effect of an Act of Par- 
liament should be stopped in its operation by the address of one branch of the 
Legislature? Save me from such a doctrine of constitutional law. Where could 
a mischief of this kind be stopped, if an Act of Parliament could be abrogated 
by an address to the Crown? Did not the honourable member for Lambton say that 
he wished to stop the operation of this clause, until the proper time arrived 
that it could be repealed? (Hear, hear.) Did he not tell us his object was to 
geLeLe Struck out of the bill altogether? And if so, is not the effect of it 
to repeal directly a clause under which certain parties have acquired certain 
rights, with which rights they are perfectly entitled to come before the Govern- 
ment and demand to have satisfied, for the clause put into that bill, which the 
member for Lambton looks upon as merely permissive, is one which the Government 
would be bound to carry out, if those parties came and demanded that this commu- 
tation money should be paid to them. And, if that is the case, the effect of 
this resolution would be to over-rule the provisions of an Act of Parliament by 
a simple address from this House. Will it be said that this agitation is again 
to be commenced? If it is to be commenced on one side, do honourable gentlemen 
fancy that it will not be commenced on the other by those parties who consider 
themselves injured by this bill? But if they commence this agitation again, 
they will find that it will not be in years to come what it has been in years 
past. They will find that they will not have the country on their side. They 
will find themselves opposed both by the large body of Reformers who feel that 
they have got this question settled to their satisfaction, and by the large body 
of Conservatives who feel it has been settled to their dissatisfaction, but are 
willing to accept the settlement as being in accordance with the feeling of the 
country. I trust the members of this House will not be led away by the specious 
arguments of either the honourable member for Lambton or the honourable member 
for London. I trust there is more good sense in this House than to take the 
course which they invite them to. And, notwithstanding all the energy and all 
the sincerity which I am willing to give the member for Lambton and the member 
for London credit for, I venture to say they will not secure votes enough to 
make even a respectable show on a question in which they have neither justice, 
nor law, nor honour on their side.123 


MR. JACKSON said he had voted for the Clergy Reserve bill which passed the 
Legislature, and on the present occasion he should vote against the motion of 
the honourable member for Lambton. He was in principle a voluntary, and he 
believed that the endowing of churches was inimical to their prosperity and wel- 
fare. At the same time the superiority of the voluntary principle was best seen 
by contrast, by being seen in operation side by side with endowed churches.!24 
If, for instance, it was found that the effect of allowing religious communities 
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to maintain their religious instructor by voluntary efforts had been found to 
operate prejudicially on their liberality; if voluntaries were less ready to 
contribute towards the sustenance and propagation of the religious views which 
they entertained, than were those who received the sustenance of the State, then 
it might be possible to find fault with their system. If, on the other hand, it 
was found that they made as strong exertions in the cause of religion, as those 
who adhered to the principle of ecclesiastical establishments--that they were 
as liberal in their contributions, and as zealous in their duties, then it was 
clear that religion needed no sustenance from the State. He thought voluntary- 
ism would bear this test. But the present was not the place to discuss the 
religious aspect of the case, nor to raise the question of Church organization. 
The House was dealing with a great political issue. On the question of Commuta- 
tion as embodied in the Clergy Reserves Act of the present session, he enter- 
tained decided convictions. He believed the principle of Commutation to be a 
correct one. There was a view of the case worthy of the attention of those who 
called themselves Liberals and Voluntaries from principle. It was this: If we 
continue to pay annual stipends to the incumbents in accordance with the terms 
of the Imperial Act, we prevent a Church of England clergyman from receiving any 
benefit from his life interest if he shall conscientiously change his views and 
become ad’ Presbyterian and vice versa.!25 Any such constraint he considered 
opposed to the principles of voluntaryism. He saw no other mode of settling the 
question than that which had received the sanction of the Legislature, and he 
had confidence in the Government that they would carry out the project honestly. 
The member for London said the endowment would injure the church. The member 
for Toronto said it would assist the church. When doctors disagreed, he did not 
know who should decide, and he did not think it was the province of this House 
to decide whether voluntaryism or the establishment principle was the better 
mode of church government.!26 


MR. FOLEY.--Were I not aware of the fact, from the history of the country in 
connection with this very question, that arguments founded on constitutional law 
cannot always be depended upon, I should be reluctant to make any remarks in 
reply to those of the learned member for Toronto. But when I take into consid- 
eration the fact that, in connection with this Clergy Reserve question, for full 
forty years that same doctrine of constitutional law has been rung from one end 
of the country to the other by that honorable gentleman, and others favorable 
to his tenets and doctrines--and that by the highest legal authorities in this 
country and in England, that constitutional law has been held to be no law at 
all; and when I take into consideration, further, that what that hon. gentleman 
has declared to be no law, has been held by hon. gentlemen on the other side, 
and by the Government themselves, to be law, then, notwithstanding my conscious 
feeling of inability to cope with him on equal terms, I feel that I may safely 
state, without being guilty of egotism or presumption, that what he has held to 
be constitutional law, is really no law. (Hear, hear.) The point advanced by 
the learned gentleman is, that this branch of the Legislature cannot, by an 
address to the Crown, set aside what he terms a solemn statute. But with regard 
to this question, what is the fact? Was it not by an address to the Crown that 
not only the Provincial Act, but the Imperial Act, was repealed? Was it not by 
an address to the Crown that this House proceeded, when it asked the repeal of 
the constitution itself, and of the Union Act-~-and that, too, without any refer- 
ence to the other branch of the Legislature? and have not the Government on the 
table, at this moment, a bill founded on an address by this House to the Crown, 
for the destruction of another branch of the Legislature? Leholds then, that 
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iis not contrary Lo the constitution, “and that It is not bad’ law, to Say that 
this House may not constitutionally and properly apply to the Crown, praying it 
to stay the operation of the commutation clause of this Act. It is quite con- 
sistent, however, in the hon. member for Toronto, who has always held principles 
in opposition to the principles which the honorable member for Lambton desires 
to establish--it is quite consistent in that hon. gentleman to do his best to 
assist the Government to establish in an indirect way, that which they dare not 
attempt to establish in a direct way--the endowment, namely, of two Churches, 
out of the funds of the country. The Postmaster General said that the course of 
the Government on this particular question, had received the sanction of the 
country; and, in proof of that, the hon. gentleman referred to the result of the 
elections which took place immediately on the acceptance of office by the pres- 
ent Government. I hold that to be no evidence whatever of the expression of 
public opinion on this question. What constituencies were they which expressed 
their opinions on that occasion? There was the constituency of Hamilton, repre- 
sented by the gallant Knight--a constituency which invariably returned that hon. 
gentleman, when he was stoutly opposed to the very principle he is now said to 
be in favor of. It was the constituency, too, of Kingston, which had always 
been consistent in its opposition to this principle, that endorsed the accept- 
ance of office by the hon. Attorney-General. And it was the constituency of 
Frontenac, which from time immemorial has been in favor of ultra-Tory princi- 
ples, both in Church and State. It was those Tory constituencies which endorsed 
the course taken by those gentlemen in accepting office. (Hear, hear.) But the 
hon. Postmaster-General referred to the endorsation, by the county of Wentworth, 
of his conduct on that occasion. It has already been remarked by the hon. mem- 
ber for London, and it is a sufficient answer, that the commutation clause was 
not then in the bill. The hon. gentleman charged the Globe with inconsistency 
in aiding Sir Allan McNab and others, against ministerialists, during the elec- 
tions. The Globe opposed myself on that occasion; but I must say that I noticed 
no such inconsistency as the hon. Postmaster-General has sought to point out. 
The course taken by the Globe on that occasion was with the professed object of 
maintaining Reform principles; and whenever its conductors appeared to be of 
opinion that Reformers were untrue to their principles, then it advised the 
rejection of Reformers supposed to be false, even at the risk of returning 
others who made different professions. But the hon. Postmaster-General himself 
did not, for a single moment, hesitate to accept the assistance of the Globe, in 
obtaining his election against a ministerialist. (Hear, hear.)!27 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--I deny the statement that I opposed any ministeri- 
alist. I was nominated unanimously by a county convention, and not brought out 
either in opposition to any government or in support of any one.128 


MR. FOLEY.--He opposed a ministerialist, was nominated by an anti-ministeri- 
alist convention, and accepted all the planks of their platform.!29 


-MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--I did not accept any plank of any platform. None 
was ever propounded to me.130 


MR. FOLEY.--On what principle then did the honourable gentlemen (sic) come 
out 7131 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--I came out on the principle of standing as a candi- 
date for a county of which I had been 20 years a resident. That was the princi- 
ple. (Laughter.)132 
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MR. POLE. ——Thatecertainily “wasmanmcULlOuUSH aDIs>nel pines (Continued laughter.) 
I wonder if it is the principle of cohesion which unites the present Government. 
That goes beyond the Know Nothing principle.!33 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--The honourable gentleman for Waterloo came out in 
his county on the principle that he had not lived there a day but was recom- 
mended by the honourable member for Norfolk. (Dr. Rolph.) 134 


MR... FOLEY.>=-And I still feel proud that, 1 was; considered worthy, af the rec= 
ommendation of that honourable gentleman who has known me so long, and felt that 
he recommended one who would not betray his trust, but would remain faithful to 
the principles of the Reform party. (Hear, hear.) The honourable gentleman 
has thrown out similar taunts on various occasions, but I tell him that I have 
resided in the country longer than he has. I have fought with men side by side 
the battles of the Reform party from my youth up, and I continue to this day 
where he found me, a hearty supporter of the principles I have always main- 
tained. (Hear, hear.) The taunts of the honourable gentleman are as unde- 
served as his own conduct in throwing them out is contemptible and unworthy of 
him. The honourable gentleman, as a proof of public opinion, said that when 
he returned for re-election, his conduct in accepting office with the present 
Government was endorsed--but by whom? Was it by those who had formerly sup- 
ported him in opposition to the ministerial candidate? No! a large portion of 
those by whose influence he obtained his first election came out indignantly, 
and protested against his conduct. It is a foul libel on the country and on 
the Reformers of Wentworth to say that they approved of his conduct, and though 
there have been no public meetings, he will find on his return that the feeling 
of indignation is deep and strong against him. (Hear, hear.) During the recess 
I have visited a large number of the localities of Western Canada, and I say it 
fearlessly, that I have never met, in the course of my travels, with one single 
Reformer of any standing, who has approved of the commutation clause--(hear, 
hear,)--or who did not look upon it as contrary to all the principles they ever 
professed. If carried out, it will be productive of more agitation which may 
end in scenes disastrous to the best interests of the country. I shall vote 
for the motion of the honourable member for Lambton, because I believe it to be 
right in itself, and because I believe it to be strongly demanded by a large 
majority of the inhabitants of the country. (Hear, hear.)!35 


DR. GHARKE said’ that had 2@e not been’ for such persons “as himselit, ehie 
(Mr. Foley) would not have had a seat in the House.!36 [He] opposed the reso- 
lution, and stated that Mr. Foley had been returned for Waterloo by the aid of 
Conservatives, and by ministerial influence of the most corrupt character. In 
his own county he had not heard one man saying he was not satisfied with the 
present settlement of the Clergy Reserve question. Had it not been for Conser- 
vatives like himself, the question never would have been settled.!37 Mr. Foley 
would not be sustained by his constituency in the vote he gave this evening. 
The people did not want renewed agitation, and would refuse to be longer repre- 
sented than they could help, by the man who attempted to force it upon them.138 


MR. MACKENZIE rose amidst cries of question! question! The question, he 
said, he took to be whether they were to endow these two churches, or deal with 
the incumbents precisely as the English Act of Parliament required them to do, 
by paying them their allowances during their lives or incumbencies1!39 provided 
they do not change from one church to another.!40 Among Catholics and Prot- 
estants, there were alike two classes, one of which desired to have the con- 
trol of church property retained in the hands of the laity--the other that was 
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willing to give up everything to the bishops.141 The principle of paying people 
before they preach was never heard of before. People who assume the reins of 
government do not take them for £7,000 a year, but to keep this country free and 
happy. If they have any other motives--if greed only has caused them to seek 
office--they are mean and unworthy of it. He had taken part in the original 
discussion, and voted consistently and would give a vote to-night the reasons 
for which he would explain. There was no necessity for persons to make this a 
laughing matter. The government of England has expressed itself as unwilling to 
interfere in our ecclesiastical affairs. In this Bill there was provision for 
Upper Canada, and provision for Lower Canada. If one section of the province 
was unwilling to commute or indifferent to commutation this act might not be 
carried out.!42 The Province of Canada, it now appeared, was going to put all 
their property into the hands of a clerical oligarchy. Agitation was depre- 
cated, and he deprecated it, but the way to prevent agitation was to yield at 
once to public opinion. The country was opposed to the principle of commu- 
tation; the late ministry had never proposed anything of the kind, and the end 
of it would be to produce discontent on the part of the bodies who saw certain 
classes favored more than others, and that this discontent would go on increas- 
ing till it produced a dangerous agitation.!43 It was said there had been no 
petitions against it, but in making that statement, honourable gentlemen forgot 
that the Free Church, the Episcopal Methodists and other bodies had sent in 
remonstrances against commutation. (Hear, hear.) 144 The clergy always managed 
money matters badly. The effect of it was bad upon the liberties of the people. 
He did not war upon any man's religion. All he wanted was by the warning of the 
past to be careful of the future. If the Bill had stamped upon the face of it 
"no national church" that would have given him confidence in the Bill.!4> By 
the law of the present session, those who commuted could not lay out their com- 
mutation money in real property. But they would go to some lawyer and would try 
to invest it in other ways in real estate. They would be inquiring for bonds or 
mortgages, scrip or stocks, and would thus relinquish the things of Heaven for 
this world's goods. Here the hon. gentleman read an extract from the Catholic 
Review, saying that if the Pope commanded the citizens of the United States to 
abolish the constitution, they would be bound in conscience to obey him. That 
is a queer doctrine, but it was the effect of state churches.!46 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER called the hon. member to order.!4/ 


MR. MACKENZIE continued.!48 He alluded to the Rensellaer difficulties and 
to the ill-feeling on account of the endowment of Trinity Church, New York, pre- 
vious to the Revolution. It was wrong to put the interests of the clergy and 
people in the hands of one individual, and that individual a bishop.!49 The 
reaction against such things as that led to the Know Nothing movement, to which 
he was opposed, but which he thought naturally followed the conviction in the 
minds of the people that they had no other means to obtain justice against spir- 
itual domination. The evils of clerical dabbling in pecuniary affairs was not 
new; it was as old as the time of Jesus Christ.!°9 The whole history of the 
world shewed that it was a dangerous thing to give temporal power to priests. 
Our Saviour chose twelve apostles, and one of them was a devil. But which of 
them was the devil? Judas--the man who got the commutation money. (Hear, hear, 
and laughter.)151 


No other gentleman taking the floor, 
MR. BROWN rose to reply. He said--The remarks I have to offer will be very 
few, for on looking over my notes of what has fallen from hon. gentlemen who 
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have spoken on the other side, I find there are but two points which really 
deserve notice. The first point I shall refer to is that which was made by my 
honorable and learned friend, the member for Toronto, and it really did appear a 
very extraordinary argument to come from that honorable gentleman. What was his 
position? Did he say that what was averted on this side of the House was incor- 
rect? Has he or any other honorable gentleman denied that it is the intention 
of the Government to give a permanent endowment to the two favoured churches? 
No one has dared to deny it. (Hear, hear.) But what says the honorable member? 
He says, if you carry this resolution, you are attempting by an address from one 
branch of the Legislature to repeal an act passed by all three branches, and 
that such an attempt is in violation of the constitutional law of the country. 
It is true, as the honorable gentleman said, that I am not learned in the law, 
but I profess to understand a simple common sense proposition. The honorable 
gentleman says that we want to repeal an act of Parliament? is tiate ta ver sels 
is not. If an act of Parliament had passed the three branches, commanding the 
Governor General to do-so and so, and if we then passed an address, saying to 
his Excellency, don't do it, the learned gentleman's argument might apply. But 
we have passed an Act, saying that the Governor General may do one of two things 
--and now we propose to send an address, suggesting that he.should adopt one of 
these two courses, in the exercise of that discretion given him by the three 
branches of the Legislature. (Hear, hear.) I really must say that I cannot 
understand such an argument, coming from a gentleman who sneers at others for 
their want of knowledge of constitutional law. -My honorable and learned friend 
asks what would be thought of the Upper House if it were to address the Exec- 
utive ‘on a point like this. I do not see how we cowld object, af 1t did; 
apprehend the Upper House has a perfect right to address the Governor General, 
respectfully suggesting advice in regard to the administration of public busi- 
ness. It might be unconstitutional if either the Upper or Lower House should 
address the Governor General, and say--do not take either course. BWeee tats 
clearly within our province to request his Excellency, by address, to take one 
of the two courses that are equally open to him. In a matter of this sort, by 
whom should the Executive be directed, if not by the representatives of the 
people? During the recess we have heard this question discussed amongst our 
constituents--we are in a position to lay before the Governor General what is 
their opinion--and" itelts) richtimand) tlchineg that jwe should) dopa t-ees(Hean-mnear.) 
The other point attempted to be made in this debate is this: It has been as- 
sumed by the honorable Postmaster General, and other speakers, that popular 
opinion is in favour of the Reserve Bill in its present shape, because there 
has been no agitation in Upper Canada--because no petitions have come in to the 
House on the subject. A very obvious reason might have suggested itself to the 
honorable gentleman, why there has been no such agitation during the recess. I 
can readily understand how the anti-state churchmen of Upper Canada--thoroughly 
believing that this commutation scheme was a deliberate plot laid by the Gov- 
ernment with the leaders of the two churches to obtain for them a permanent 
endowment from the public chest, against the wishes of the people--hesitated 
to raise an agitation, which might have hurried on the settlement ere Parlia- 
ment assembled. (Hear, hear.) I can readily understand that they looked to 
the present session for a successful reconsideration of the commutation clause, 
and refrained carefully from agitation. But if the Government carry out their 
threat and endow the churches with a perpetual income from the public purse, I 
can tell the honorable Postmaster General that just as surely as they do this, 
will he find a year hence, should he be here, such an expression of public 
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indignation as has not been heard for many a day. (Cheers.) The honorable 
member for Wentworth asks us to look at his election, and to see in it an indi- 
cation of public opinion in favour of commutation. I was astonished to hear the 
honorable gentleman make such a statement. At the time the honorable gentleman 
went up to his constituency, the Clergy Reserve Bill had not been laid before 
the country. No one knew what would be its character. We had only strong sus- 
picions on the subject, but had the honorable gentleman told his constituents 
that he intended to bring in a bill to endow those churches with the amount they 
are actually to receive, I say that in the spite of the influence of Toryism and 
ST ease in his favour, he would never have had a seat in this House. (Hear, 
hear.) 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--Did you not tell the electors that this would be the 
bil1?153 


MR. BROWN.-—Yes! I warned the electors that there would be a bill of this 
character, and I called upon the honorable gentleman to disavow it. But the 
honorable gentleman rose and said he was in favour of the secularisation of the 
Clergy Reserves, but he had not yet met his colleagues, and could not tell what 
the details of the bill would be; and the result was, the people of Wentworth 
persuaded themselves that a gentleman who, for twenty years (as he tells us), 
had advocated Reform principles, would not desert them for a paltry office, 
and sent him here to misrepresent them. (Hear, nea.) Is tt not sd tacemthat 
the course which has been pursued by the honorable gentleman,--especially on 
this question of commutation,--has already alienated from him many of his old- 
est friends and supporters? and is it not a fact that those former friends of 
his have established a newspaper, which is coming out at this moment, with the 
special view of showing up that honorable gentleman's tergiversation in its 
true light? (Hear, hear.) The honorable Postmaster General, with that audac- 
ity which belongs to him, pointed to the hon. member for one of the ridings of 
Oxford (Mr. Mathieson), and said--there is an instance of the state of public 
opinion in Upper Canada--that gentleman was attacked by qls4 Presbyterian min- 
ister!5° in the West, on account of his having voted for commutation; a great 
agitation was got up--and yet he was successively elected Township Councillor, 
Reeve, and Warden! Now, Mr. Speaker, what are the facts of the case? Precisely 
the contrary of what the hon. Postmaster General states. The clergyman in ques- 
tion charged the hon. member for Oxford with having voted for commutation; my 
hon. friend replied that he had always voted against commutation, and upon that 
explanation he obtained the honors which have been displayed to us (loud cries 
of hear, hear), and yet the hon. Postmaster General took the hon. member's elec- 
tion as Warden as a proof that public opinion was in favor of commutation, the 
fact being that his conduct was approved of by his constituents because he had 
always voted against it. (Hear, hear.) But the hon. Postmaster General might 
have found another proof against himself in the very next county. The hon. mem- 
ber for Middlesex (Mr. Niles) went back to his constituents, after having voted 
in favour of commutation. He went to his own township for re-election, and was 
defeated by a man who a year before would not have had the slightest chance in 
opposing him, | (Hear, hear.) And. I am cognizant of the fact that, but for the 
expectation that they would assist in carrying some such resolution as this to 
prevent the evils flowing from the commutation clause, addresses would have been 
presented to several members of this House, calling on them to resign? Kean 
tell hon. gentlemen opposite that, if there has been no agitation, it has not 
been because no agitation could have been raised. For my own part I always felt 
convinced that when we came down here, and when the Reform members, who are a 
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majority in this house, came to consider whether they would deliberately give 
a vote to establish an endowment for two churches in Upper Canada, they would 
be induced to stop the proceeding, and save the country from so great an evil. 
(Hear, hear.) That has been my own feeling, and since I went to the Upper Prov- 
ince I stated that opinion to every one who spoke about getting up an agitation. 
Perhaps I erred in this, but such was my feeling; had it been thought necessary, 
I have no doubt that that table would have groaned with petitions on the sub- 
ject. And are there not other evidences of public opinion on our side really 
wanting? Have hon. gentlemen not heard of the meeting that was got up in honour 
of the hon. member for North York, (Mr. Hartman,) at which Reformers of all sec- 
tions united in doing honour to his firm position on this very question? There 
was the dinner also to the hon. member for Waterloo, (Mr. Foley,) who returned 
to his county to receive the highest compliments for the stand he had taken in 
this matter. Where I ask have hon. gentlemen opposite received any such proofs 
as we have had of the state of public feeling in Upper Canada? (Hear, hear.) 
I think I might defy any hon. gentlemen on the opposite side, representing a 
Reform constituency of Upper Canada, always excepting the Postmaster General, 
to get up and declare from his own knowledge that his Reform constituents are 
perfectly satisfied with commutation.!56 


MR. ROBLIN indicated that he could say that much for his reform constituents 
of Lennox and Addington.15/ 


MR. BROWN.--One honorable gentleman, representing one of the Eastern coun- 
ties, and who has always given a staunch support to the Government, says that 
he can. Well, that is one; but I had special reference to the western part 
of Canada. Near Kingston, the state of feeling may be different. But I can 
speak confidently of the country from Cobourg westward. Having access to the 
knowledge of public opinion in those counties, and meeting with people of all 
descriptions, I can perfectly endorse everything that fell from the honorable 
member for Waterloo (Mr. Foley) when he said that he had not met with one old 
Reformer who preferred commutation. (Hear, hear.) There may be honorable gen- 
tlemen on that side of the house, who may possibly vote for commutation, because 
they think it is right, but even they must admit that their constituents are 
much opposed to it. (Hear, hear.) When public opinion in Upper Canada, there- 
fore, is appealed to, I claim that it is altogether on our side, and the manner 
in which the vote to be given to-night will be received in Upper Canada, will 
show whether or not I am correct. With these remarks I leave the matter in the 
hands of the house, trusting that Reform members will act up to the responsibil- 
ity now resting upon them. (Hear, hear.) Let them consider who are the gentle- 
men sitting on the treasury benches. Let them-look at the honorable member for 
Montmorency, who has gone into the Government during the recess carrying with 
him all his ultramontane views. We have heard from the Postmaster General that 
the administration intend to carry out voluntary principles. Does the honorable 
member for Montmorency avow voluntary principles? Not he! (Hear, hear.) Does 
the honorable Commissioner of Public Works avow voluntary principles? Certainly 
not. Is there any hope that there can be a settlement of the Clergy Reserve 
question proceeding from the present administration which would be satisfactory 
to the Reformers of Upper Canada? (Hear, hear.) And will Reform members in 
this house, now that they have an opportunity, perhaps for the last time, of 
preventing a great wrong being perpetrated--will they take upon themselves the 
responsibility of rejecting this motion, and saying with the Government that 
they desire this endowment to be established in perpetuity? ies hey es do;eelera nm 
perfectly certain that Upper Canada will not sustain them in it. (Cheers.)198 
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'MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY.--The honorable member for Lambton, unable to prove 
what he has advanced, contents himself with repeating the assertion that the 
Government intend to endow those churches!59 and not ... the incumbents indi- 
vidually. The statement was totally incorrect; and when its incorrectness 
was pointed out by the Attorney General, the member for Lambton had refused to 
retract it. That hon. gentleman had assured the House that he deprecated the 
agitation of this question--that he was unwilling to see the peace of the Prov- 
ince disturbed; and in short that he wished the question of the Reserves to be 
for ever closed. But what was the course pursued by that gentleman and his 
friends? It was this; They had come down to this House to assert the principle 
that the minority shall rule the majority--that although both branches of the 
Legislature had during the present session of Parliament decided that the Clergy 
Reserves question should be settled by a commutation of the claims of the incum- 
bents, and although the Gov. Gen. had assented to that mode of settlement--yet 
that this House at the instance of a minority should upset that decision. You 
appeal to the Crown to suspend the operation of the act.160 That is the course 
recommended by the honorable member, and lest there may be some who may have 
been misled by his assertions, that we are prepared to commute with bodies and 
not with individuals, I will take the opportunity of reading some questions!61 
of a body of Church of England Clergymen in Montreal !®2, addressed to the Gov- 
ernment in the early part of the year, and my replies to them. The first ques- 
tion was, "Can the clergy of the Church of England commute as individuals?" My 
reply was--"Yes; with the consent of the religious bodies to which they belong." 
(Hear, hear.) The second question was--"Can they commute as a body? My reply 
was--"Commutation can only be individually effected with consent as above."163 


MR. BROWN.--It is the same thing.164 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY.--It is not the same thing. He says we are going to 
commute with bodies. No! we commute with individuals and not with bodies. The 
point was fully discussed, and the honorable gentleman will recollect that the 
words "parties or bodies," were altered to "parties and bodies," that there 
might be no mistake in the matter, but that it might be plain that the commuta- 
tion would be effected with the individual with the consent of the body. 165 


MR. BROWN.--Supposing the body refuses to allow them to commute, what 
then?166 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY.--Then there is no commutation. Then the evil he 
fears would be avoided, and the result he seeks would be brought about.!67 


MR. BROWN.--Is it not the fact that an agreement has been going round among 
the clergymen for signature, arranging that the whole commutation money shall 
go into one general fund to be managed and invested by a central body? (Hear, 
hear.) 168 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD, and other gentlemen on the Ministerial Benches, 
begged that the Inspector General might not be interrupted in his speech.169 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY proceeded. The third question was--"In either case 
how is commutation to be effected?" The answer is--"The rate of commutation 
will be determined by age or individual expectation of life, according to reg- 
wlar *tablest” ' There’ is ‘thus’ no plotting, no intriguing, no contriving. The 
hon. gentleman then read the fourth question put to him.--"If commutation can 
be effected in both ways, would there be any difference in amount between com- 
muting as individuals and as a body?" He forgot, however, to give his answer to 
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the question, and proceeded instead to repeat the charge previously made by one 
of his colleagues, that the Globe itself had at one period advocated commuta- 
tion!79, As to the condemnation of the commutation scheme by the Reformers in 
Canada West, he believed if they condemned commutation at all, it was that 
scheme of commutation which was proposed some time agol/1, aul Usk, 1854172, in 
the Globe which he would read.!73 


which would be acquired under the division scheme. We ask Churchmen to examine 
our figures closely; and we are sure that when they do so, we will not hear a 
single word again of that new plan for the settlement of the Reserve question, 
which now seems so popular. If the Church of England would benefit by taking 
the allowance to present incumbents, rather than their share with all the sects, 


Her entire population is only 57,542; and her share of the Reserve Fund would be 
only £35,000, or thereabouts. In 1853, she actually received £11,949. We think 
her members had better take their "present incumbents" share and be thankful. 
If her ministers understand their own interest, they will give no help at this 
election to prevent the success of the secularizing scheme. Her share would 
only produce some £2,000 a-year--or, to each of her seventy-six ministers, some 
£26 a-year--against a present income of £11,949 or about £160 a-year each. We 
are altogether surprised, when we see the results of these calculations, that 
the members of the Churches of England and Scotland should advocate the Divi- 
sion scheme. The truth appears to be, that hopeless of preserving the present 
settlement they have blindly sought for some other plan, by which they might 
receive a portion of the funds. They have chosen one, apparently without exami- 
nation, which will put them in no better, but rather, a worse position than that 
proposed by their opponents." 
From the Globe, July. 22, 1854. 
"We calculate the average duration of the lives of the present incumbents at 


But to show the difference more clearly, we deduct £11,230, the income of the 
churches under the division scheme, from that which the incumbents would enjoy 
under the other for 20 years, and we find the annual surplus to be £25,000. Now 
we presume that the clergymen of the two churches, when they escape, as we have 
no doubt they will, from this dreadful division scheme will be content to use 
for the twenty years, the income which they would have derived from it, if it 
had been forced upon them. If they do so, they will be able to lay up £25,000 
per annum. What do the Clergy think this fund would amount to at the end of 20 
years, if invested every year as instalments came in, at six per cent? Why, to 
nearly a million of money!!" What a prospect Is that for the two favored chur: 


ches, absolutely offered by the secularizing voluntaries, five times the amount 


demanded for them by their own friends! Exactly the same income for twenty 
years as under the division scheme, and at the end of that time, a fund thrice 
as large. We recommend the churchmen to make haste, and accept the seculariza- 


tion scheme as now offered, or the voluntaries will be disposed to withdraw so 
large a concession."1/74 He had no doubt that every reformer who thought that 
commutation ... scheme would be carried out was prepared to condemn it. His own 


opinion was that the objection of .the hon. member for Lambton was not to the 
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scheme; but to the persons employed to carry it out; for had that hon. gentle- 
man had himself to carry it out, he would doubtless have approved as much as he 
now condemned it. The hon. member said that the law would give an opportunity 
not only for present incumbents to get as large incomes as at present; but also 
to establish a large fund hereafter. He denied that. All the unsold lands and 
money which formerly belonged to the clergy would be now divided among the 
municipalities.!/5 At the present moment, continued Mr. Cayley, there remained 
£500,000 uncollected of amounts due on sales of the Reserves. The lands yet 
unsold were about 1,000,000 acres, and the assumed balance on hand after commu- 
tation had taken place, should be about £150,000. All this would go to the 
Municipalities, instead of to the churches of England and Scotland.!76 


MR. RANKIN said that when the bill was formerly under discussion, he had 
voted against commutation, and no one had spoken more strongly against it than 
he had done. But in speaking of the matter to well known Reformers throughout 
the country, although he had in almost every instance found that they coincided 
with him in his view that commutation was an evil, there was not that warmth 
of feeling on the subject which he had expected, and he should therefore vote 
against the resolution, [while] at the same time he wished it to be unequivo- 
cally understood that he was as much opposed to the bill as ever he was.t// 


MR. AIKINS said the course he had taken in reference to this bill placed him 
in a somewhat different position from that of some other of his friends. As a 
voluntary in principle, he was desirous that the bill should be made as perfect 
as possible in all its features, and he had therefore voted for every amendment 
that he supposed would make an improvement in the bill. Those amendments having 
been voted down, the question with him on the third reading of the bill came to 
be, whether as a whole it was so objectionable as to warrant his voting against 
it. He did not think it was, although there were several parts of it which 
he did not view favorably, and he accordingly voted for a third reading. He 
intended, however, to support the resolution now before the chair, providing 
that the commutation clause should not be carried out in such a way as perma- 
nently to endow the churches. Some hon. gentleman had stated that the churches 
had no power in the matter. He asserted that the churches had all the power, 
for no individuals could commute without their consent. (Hear, hear.) It had 
been asserted also during the debate by some gentleman professing to hold the 
voluntary principle, that the Reformers of Western Canada were perfectly satis- 
fied with this bill. His experience taught him the very reverse of this. Rep- 
resenting one of the largest constituencies in Western Canada, he could most 
unhesitatingly say that he never had heard one Liberal or Reformer say that this 
Waseem paliehemdesinmedeum(heanr. hear,) and it was mainly on account of has 
commutation clause that they objected to it, believing that if the government 
commuted at six per cent, while money was worth more, a fund could easily be 
accumulated by which the state endowment of those churches would be perpetuated. 
(ear. hear.) 178 


DR. SOUTHWICK would not vote for the address as it would again unsettle the 
settlement that had been made. For his own part he believed the people in favor 
of the bill as it had passed. At: any rate he had received a vote of thanks from 
his constituents for his vote on the Clergy Reserves and Reciprocity Bills.179 


MR. ROBLIN.--The member for Lambton could hardly have supposed that in the 
face of the large vote by which the Clergy Reserve Act had been carried so very 
recently the members of this House were going to stultify themselves by a vote 
for such an address as that desired by him./80 He for one should vote against 
the resolution, being perfectly satisfied with the bill as it is. Those who 
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sent him there were also satisfied with it, his old township having returned him 
unanimously as a Councillor, and he was also elected Warden by a majority.!81 


MR. FLINT asked if the election of a man as a township councillor was to be 
considered as sanctioning his course on this bill. (Hear, hear.) 182 That was a 
tribute to the hon. gentleman's business talents, not to his politics.!83 ie 
the hon. gentleman who last spoke would resign his seat in this House, and go 
back to his constituents for re-election, he would discover what their opinions 
were in regard to his parliamentary course. (Hear, hear.) That would test 
public opinion. As regarded his own county, he knew that Reformers there were 
to a man opposed to the commutation clause. (Hear, hear.)184 


MR. MACBETH.--The member for Lambton had frequently threatened honorable 
members with the vengeance of their constituents. He would just remark that if 
the hon. member for Lambton desired re-election at the present moment he had not 
the ghost, not the shadow of a chance.185 


(649) 

Mr. Brown moved to resolve, seconded by Mr. Scatcherd, and the Question 
being put, That in the thtrd Section of the Statute passed tn the present Ses- 
ston of the Provinetal Parltament for the adjustment of the Clergy Reserves, 
tt was provided, that "the Governor tn Counctl may, whenever he may deem tit 
expedient, wtth the consent of the parttes and bodies severally interested, 
commute wtth the satd parties such annual stipend or allowance for the value 
thereof;" That in the opinion of this House, it ts not expedtent that any com- 
mutatton of the stipends secured under the satd Act, should be made; and that 
an humble Address be presented to the Governor General, praying His Excellency 
not to exerctse his discretionary power of commutation, but that the parttes 
entttled to receive sttpends under the satd Act, may continue to recetve the 
same annually during thetr tneumbencies; the House divtded: and the names being 
called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Btggar, Bourassa, Brown, Bureau, Chureh, Charles 
Daoust, Darche, Delong, DeWitt, Jean B.E. Dorton, Dufresne, Fergusson, Ferrie, 
Flint, Foley, Frazer, Gould, Hartman, Holton, Huot, Jobin, Laberge, Lumsden, 
John S. Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, Mackenzie, Marchildon, Matheson, Matttce, 




















Wright, and Young.--(42.) 


(649-650) 
NAYS. 

Messteurs Alleyn, Bellingham, Brodeur, Cameron, Cartter, Casault, Cauchon, 
Cayley, Chabot, Chapats, Chauveau, Chisholm, Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Crawford, 
Crysler, Jean B. Daoust, Desaulniers, Dionne, Attorney General Drummond, Felton, 
Thomas Fortier, Octave C. Fortier, Fournier, Gamble, Gill, Guévremont, Jackson, 


Labelle, Larwill, LeBoutillier, Lemieux, Lyon, Macbeth, Attorney General 











Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Shaw, Soltettor General 


Smtth, Somerville, Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Whitney, 


and Yetlding.--(63.) 
So tt passed in the Negative, 186 


(650) 
Then, on motion of Mr. Solicitor General Smith, seconded by Mr. Masson, 
The House adjourned. 








APPENDIX: 8 MARCH 1855. 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER: RE: SEIGNIORIAL TENURE BILL. |] 


MR. DUFRESNE enquired of the Ministry, whether they intended during the 
present session of the Legislature to bring in any amendments to the Seignorial 
Basle and.) cist eSOn, uwhalt amendments.!87 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND replied that the government had it under consideration 
whether some amendment might not be introduced, so as to facilitate the aboli- 
ELON Of the tenure. !88 
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FOOTNOTES: 8 MARCH 1855. 


Out of the 130 members constituting the Legislative Assembly, TORONTO DAILY 
LEADER, 15 March 1855, reports: "There were present 105 members--55 from 
Upper Canada, and 50° from Lower Canada.” According to GLOBE, 14 March 
1855, the reason for the high attendance was that: "The Reformers were 
determined to make one other effort to stop the infamous commutation clause 
of the Reserve Bill from being acted on". This commentary also adds: "The 
house was very full, outside and inside the bar, and an unusual degree of 
interest was manifested in the debate.” 
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boasted but 3--including Mr. Spence, if the colleague of Messrs. Cauchon 
& Co. can be so designated. The Commutation scheme has therefore been 
stamped as a Tory measure--it has been carried by French Canadians and the 
Tories of Upper Canada, and a handful of unfaithful professing Reformers!" 
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MR. Speaker acquainted the House, That the Clerk of this House had received 

from the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery the following Certificate:-- 
Provinee of Canada. . 

This ts to certify, that in virtue of a Writ of Electton dated the thirty- 
first day of January last past, issued by His Excellency the Governor General, 
and addressed to the Regtstrar of the County of Verchéres, Félix Geoffrion, 
Esqutre, Returning Officer ex-officto for the County of Verchéres for the elec- 
tton of a Member to represent the said County of Verchéres in the Legislative 
Assembly of thts Province, in the present Parliament, in the room of George 
Ettenne Cartier, Esqutre, who, since his electton as the Representative of the 
satd County of Verchéres, had accepted an Office of profit under the Crown, to 
wtt: the Office of Secretary of this Province, by means whereof the seat of the 
satd George Ettenne Cartier, Esquire, as the Representative of the said County 
of Verchéres, has become vacant, the Honorable George Etienne Cartier has been 
returned as duly elected accordingly, as appears by the Return to the said Writ 
of Electton, dated the twenty-sixth day of February last past, whitch ts now 
Lodged of record in my Office. 





Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Quebec, 9th March, 1855, 
‘Félix Fortier, 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 
Wm. Burns Lindsay, Esqutre, 
Clerk, Legtslative Assembly, Quebec. 





The following Pettttons were severally brought up, and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Polette,--The Petition of the Right Reverend the Bishop of Three 
Rivers, and others, Members of the School Committee of the Town of Three Rivers. 

By Mr. Thomas Fortter,--The Petttton of Mrs. Lucte Bouchette, widow of the 
late Frederic Rolette, Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet; the Petttton of 
the Very Reverend F.G. Loranger, V.G. and others, Members of the Séminaire de 
Nicolet; and the Petition of the Reverend J.0. Prince and others, of the Parish 
of St. Norbert d'Arthabaska. aad 
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By the Honorable Mr. Rolph,--The Petition of the Munictpality of the Town- 
ship of Townsend, County of Norfotk. 

By Mr. Church,--The Petition of Willtam Kidd and others, of the Township of 
Oxford, County of Grenville; and the Petition of the Municipality of the Town- 
ship of Oxford, County of Grenville. 

By Mr. Cooke,--The Petition of Charles Symmes and others, of the County of 
Ottawa; and the Petitton of Alexandrina Cameron and others, of the Township of 
Lochaber, County of Ottawa. 

By Mr. Marchildon,--The Petition of Antoine R. Lafléche and others, of the 
Parish of Ste. Anne, in the County of Champlain, Censttatres. 

By Mr. Poulin,--The Petition of Robert Gillespie and others, of the County 
of Rouville. 

By Mr. Chapats,--The Petition of P.0.C. Dupuy, of the Partsh of St. Paschal, 
County of Kamouraska, Merchant; and the Petition of Jean Thomas Béchard, of the 
Partsh of St. Louts de Kamouraska, Notary. 

By Mr. Solicitor General Ross,--The Petition of the Reverend L. Proulx and 
others, of Ste. Marte and other places, in the County of Beauce. 
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By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Macdonald,--The Petition of James 
Sampson, M.D. and others, Medical Practitioners of the Ctty of Kingston; the 
Petition of the City of Kingston Water Works Company; and the Petition of James 
Powles, Speaker, and others, the Chiefs and Sachems of the Stx Nattons of 
Indians restding on the Grand or River Ouse. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cartier,--The Petition of the Reverend T.B. Pelletier 
and others, of the Parish of Terrebonne, Proprietors of the College Masson. 











The Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House, informed the House, That he had 
taken James Ross, Esqutre, into hts custody. 

Whereupon Mr. Murney acquatnted the House, that he was desired by Mr. Ross 
to state, That the reason for his not being in attendance on the Commtttee 
appointed to try the Contested Election for the County of Montmagny, on the day 
to which the Committee stood adjourned, was his severe illness, as appears by 
the Certtftcate of James Lister, Esquire, Member of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, London--and further that as soon as the state of his health permitted, he 
proceeded to Quebec to give his attendance on the said Committee; and the same 
having been vertfted upon Oath by Mr. Ross; 

On motton of Mr. Murney, seconded by the Honorable John Sandfteld Macdonald, 

Ordered, That James Ross, Esqutre, be discharged out of custody, wtthout 
payment of Fees. aie 




















Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Pettttons were read:-- 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the County of Portneuf; representing that they 
have examined the Bill relative to Munictpalittes in Lower Canada, and praying 
that the same may not become law. 

Of the Reverend L.J. Guyon and others, of the Parish of Ste. Eltzabeth, 
County of Joliette; praying aid for the Asylum under the care of Les Révérendes 
Soeurs dites de la Providence, in the said Parish. ro 

Of George Baptist and others, of the Townships of St. Maurice and Shawene- 
gan; praying atd for roads and bridges. - 

Of the Board of Common School Trustees of the Town of Belleville; praying 
for amendments to the Common School Act of Upper Canada. 

Of L'Institut Canadien of Montreal; praying for atd. 

Of L'Instttut Canadten of Montreal; praying for addtttonal atid to enable 
them to repatr thetr butldting. 
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Of the Corporation of the Montreal Asylum for aged and infirm Women and 
Orphans; praying an atd tn behalf of the said Asylum. 

Of the Montreal Protestant Orphans Asylum; praying for atd. 

Of the Consumers' Gas Company of Toronto; praying for an increase of their 
eapttal stock. 

Of the Municipality of the Township of Nichol, County of Wellington; setting 
forth, that application will be made to the Legislature during the present 
Sesston, to unite a portton of the Township of Garafraxa to the Township of 
Nichol, and praying that the said application may not be granted. 

Of the Munictpality of the Township of Garafraxa; and of William Finley and 
others, of the Township of Garafraxa; praying that no portion of the satd 
Township be annexed to the Township of Nichol. 

Of D. Matheson and others, of the Township of Oxford; of the Munictpality of 
the Township of Moore; of the Municipality of the Township of Warwick; of the 
Muntetpality of the Township of Dawn; and of Christina Cameron and other women 
of Port Sarnia; praying for the passing of a Prohibitory Liquor Law. 
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Of P. Cowan and others, of Nelsonville and Churchville, Township of Durham; 
praying atd for the Misstisquot High School. 

Of the Kirk Sesston of the Presbyterian Congregation of the Township of 
Beckwtth, Untted Counties of Lanark and Renfrew, in connection with the Church 
of Seotland; and of the Presbytery of Bathurst of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada, in connectton with the Church of Scotland; praying that the Bill now 
before the House to amend the Law of Upper Canada with respect to the solemniza- 
tton and registration of Marriages, may not become Law. 

Of George James Gale and others, Clerks and Batliffs of Diviston Courts, 
County of Grey; praying for an increased rate of Fees in the satd Courts. 

Of the Prestdent and Directors of the Agricultural Society of the County of 
Welland; praying that the Act 16 Vic. cap. 11, sec. 56, may be repeated. 

Of the Reverend E. Lecours, Curé, and others, Church Wardens of the Fabrique 
of the Parish St. Aimé, County of Richelieu, and others of the said Parish; 
praying for aid to finish a butlding destined for the purpose of Education. 

Of the Rtght Reverend the Btshop of Cydonta, Administrator of the Dtocese of 
Montreal; praying an aid in behalf of the St. Patrick Hospital of Montreal. 

Of P.D. Hébert, Esquire, and others, of the Parish of Napierville, Censi- 
taires; praying for certain amendments to the Seigniorial Tenure Act. 

Of James Drake and others, of the Town of Port Sarnta; praying that the Bill 
now before the House to prevent the traffic tn Intoxtcating Liquors may become 
Law. 

Of the Catholte Trustees of the Académte de St. André d'Argenteuil; praying 
for atd. a ke 

Of the Reverend M.J.E. Chévigny and others, of the Parish of St. Henri de 
Mascouche, District of Montreal; praying an aid for the College of St. Henri de 
Mascouche. 
































Mr. Jobin, from the Standing Committee on Contingenctes, presented to the 
House the Tenth Report of the said Committee; which was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee having had under thetr consideration the Resolution adopted 
by Your Honorable House on the sixteenth of December last, increasing the Allow- 
anee to Members, recommend that the addition embraced in the satd Resolution be 
continued throughout the present Sesston. 

Your Committee also recommend that the Salary of the Ltbrartan of Your 
Honorable House be the same as that of the Assistant Librarian, and that it take 
effect from the first of January last. 
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Ordered, That the said Report be printed for the use of the Members of this 
House. 


Mr. Laberge, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the 
County of Montmagny, informed the House, That William Frederick Powell, Esquire, 
a Member of the Committee, was not present within one hour after the time 
appointed for the meeting of the said Committee thts day. 


Mr. Hartman, from the Standing Committee on Standing Orders, presented to 
the House the Twentieth Report of the said Committee; whitch was read, as 
fotloweth: -- 

Your Committee have examined the Petittons of Thomas Williams, Trustee, and 
others, Members of the First Colored Calvinist Baptist Church of Toronto, --and 
of Messieurs Babineau and Gaudry, and others interested in the Trade and Naviga- 
tton of the River St. Lawrence, and find the Notices sufftictent. 
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The Petition of E. Short and others, for incorporation of the Literary 
Institute of Sherbrooke, &c., ts not of such a nature as to require the publtca- 
tion of Nottce. 


Resolved, That the Bill to amend and consolidate the provisions contained in 
the Ordinances to tncorporate the Ctty and Town of Quebec, and to vest more 
ample powers tn the Corporatton of the satd City and Town, be referred to a 
Select Committee, composed of Mr. Alleyn, Mr. Blanchet, Mr. Antoine Aimé Dorion, 
Mr. Soltettor General Ross, and Mr. Casault, to report thereon wtth all conven- 
tent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers and records. 








Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron have leave to bring in a Bill, to 
make certatn alterations in the Deed of Trust of the First Colored Calvintst 
Bapttst Church of Toronto. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday the nineteenth instant. 


Ordered, That the Petttton of the Reverend Enoch Wood and others, Ministers 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada; and the Petition of the Presbytery 
of Bathurst of the Presbytertan Church of Canada in connection wtth the Church 
of Seotland, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


On motion of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Chisholm, 
Ordered, That the Nottces of Mottons, for this day, be postponed until 
Monday next. 











The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, 
delivered to Mr. Speaker a Message from His Excellency the Governor General, 
stgned by His Excellency. 

And the said Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the House 
being uncovered; and ts as followeth:-- 

Edmund Head, 

The Governor General transmits to the Legislative Assembly a Copy of a 
Despatch from Her Majesty's Sec|rletary of State for the Colontes, with accompa- 
nytng documents, which he has been tnstructed to communtcate to the House. 

Government House, 
Quebec, 9th March, 1855. 
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(Copy. )--No. 3, 
Downing Street, 15th February, 1855. 
Sir,--With reference to Str George Grey's Despatch No. 12, of the 26th: 
January, I transmit the Copy of a letter addressed to this Department by dtrec- 
tion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affatrs, enclosing*a Copy of a 
Despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Parts, with a Copy of a Note addressed 
to him by the French Minister for Foretgn Affairs, conveying the acknowledgment 
of his Government for the Canadian Donatton to the Widows and Orphans of French 
Soldiers and Sailors who may fall in the present War; and I have to instruct you 
to communtecate these papers to the Legtslative Counctl and... Legislative 

Assembly of Canada. 





I have, &c., 
(Stgned, ) Stdney Herbert. 
Governor Str Edmund Head, Bart., 
WHOS gem &e. 


2106 


(Copy. ) 
Foreign Office, 9th February, 1855. 
Str,--With reference to your letter of the 25th of January last, I am 
directed by the karl of Clarendon to transmit to you, for the information of 
Secretary Sir George Grey, the accompanying Copy of a Despatch from Lord Cowley, 
Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, enclosing a Copy of a Note addressed to him 
by the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, conveying the acknowledgment of the 
French Government for the Canadian Donation to the Widows and Orphans of the 
French Soldiers and Satlors who may be killed in the present War; and expressing 
their readiness to receive the money whenever it suits Her Majesty's Government 
to remit it to Farts. 








I have, &c., 
(Stgned, ) E. Hammond. 
H. Merivale, Esquire, - 
oa &C., &C. , &e. 


(Copy. ) 
Parts, 7th February, 1855. 
My Lord,--I lost no time after the receipt of Your Lordship's Despatch No. 
85, tn informing the French Government, through M. Drouyn de Lhuys, of the 
Donatton made by the Canadian Legislature to the Widows and Orphans of the 
Soldiers and Sailors of France engaged in the present War with Russia. I 
received yesterday from His Excellency a Note in reply, a copy of which I have 
the honor to enclose, and in which the gratitude of the French Government for 
the Donation of the Canadian Legislature is vivedly (sic) expressed. 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys states himself to be ready to receive the money voted, 
whenever it suits Her Majesty's Government to transmit tt to Parts. 
Bonaves 2oGss 








(Stgned,) Cowley. 
The Earl of Clarendon. 


(Translation. ) 

M. L'Ambassadeur,--I have received the Letter tn whtch Your Excellency has 
been pleased to transmit to me a Copy of the Address voted by the Legislative 
Counetl and Legislative Assembly of Canada, with the view of presenting to Her 
Britannte Majesty thetr congratulattons on the vtetory gained on the Alma by the 
allied Armtes, and of intimating their itntention to contribute to the Fund for 
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the relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Soldters, Satlors and Marines 
belonging to the combined Forces of France and England engaged in the present 
War. : 

wWhtle anxtous, my Lord, to hasten the expresston of my thanks for this 
communtcatton, I cannot find words to describe to you how deeply the Government 
of the Emperor has been affected by this testtmontal, so expressive of their 
sympathy, which the tnhabitants of Canada have thought fit to offer to the 
Soldters who are bravely supporting the honor of the Flags of Great Britain and 
France, tn the Crimea. It is wtth the highest pleasure that we have wttnessed 
the spectacle of one sympathetic demonstration, embractng at once both Fleets, 
and both Armtes, and that we have heard the sentiments of mutual frtendshtp and 
esteem, which already attach the latter so strongly here, re-echoed from beyond 
the Atlantic. 
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Accepting, then, wtth deep gratitude, in the name of the Government of the 
Emperor, the portion of the money transmitted by Canada to the allted Armies, I 
have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I am prepared to receive, whenever 
you consider it expedient to remit it to me, the £10,000, of whtch the offering 
intended for the French Fleet and Army consists. It shall be my care to forward 
tt tmmedtately to the Minister of War and the Minister of Marine, whose duty tt 
will become to make a proportionate distribution thereof, between their two 
Departments. 

T avuath myself 8c: 5 Geu, 
Drouyn De Lhuys. 
Hits Excellency Lord Cowley, £6 
&C., MOr &e. 


On motion of MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNABL, 
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Ordered, That the satd Message, and the accompanying documents, be printed 
for the use of the Members of this House. 


The House, according to Order, resumed the further consideration of the 
Motion made on Wednesday last, That Joseph Maglotre Hudon, Esqutre, the Deputy 
Returning Offtcer for the Parish of Riviére Ouelle, at the election of a Member 
to represent the County of Kamouraska, held on the 28th and 29th days of July, 
1854, has been guilty of a gross breach of duty, in suffering a large number of 
persons from the Partshes of St. Jean, St. Roch, and other places wtthout the 
Limits of the said County of Kamouraska, to vote at the said Election as 
usufruitters, wtthout their having previously taken any Oath of qualtfication, 
pursuant to the requtrements of the Act 12 Vie. cap. 37 (sic). 





MR. CHAUVEAU objected to the motion being proceeded with until an opportu- 
nity had been given of having witnesses on behalf of the accused. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB consented to withdraw his motion with that view.? 
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And the said Motton was, wtth the leave of the House, wtthdrawn. 

And the House betng informed that Joseph Maglotre Hudon attended at the 
door, he was called tin. 

A Petition of Joseph Maglotre Hudon, of St. Louts de Kamouraska, Esqutre, 
Advocate, was then presented to the House by the Honorable Mr. Chauveau, and 
recetved and read; setting forth: That tn consequence of certain charges 
brought against the Pettttoner by the Committee appointed to enqutre into the 
Contested Election for the County of Kamouraska, wtth reference to the admission 
of usufructuartes to vote without taking the Oath of qualtftcatiton, the House 
has thought ftt to summon the Petittoner to appear at the Bar of the House, to 
answer for his conduct as Deputy Returning Officer at the Poll at Riviére 
Quelle, during the last General Election: That tn conformity wtth this Order of 
the House, the Petttioner has the honor to represent, that by the forty-first 
section of the Act 12 Vic, cap. 27, the Deputy Returning Offtcer ts bound to 
administer to voters, the Oaths Nos. 5 and 6, and no others: That these Oaths 
can in no way be made applicable to usufructuartes, to whom, nevertheless, the 
right of voting at Elections for the County ts given by the thirty-etghth 
Section: That the Petittoner, in the difficult posttion in which he was placed, 


(656) 
did not take upon himself to make up the defictency manifested in that Act, with 
respect to the Oath of qualtficatton, and deemed tt his duty to act strictly in 
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accordance with the terms of the Law: That the Petitioner takes the liberty of 
further representing that, in the whole course of hts conduct at the said Poll, 
he was only influenced by a sense of duty, and strove to act with the greatest 
tmpartiality, towards the two parties into which the County was then divided; 
that he had previously given a similar decision on the same question at the time 
of the Election of 1851; that he has, moreover, since been conftrmed in this 
opinton, and that even on the first day of polling, he admitted several voters 
to vote as usufructuartes without administering the Oath, under the impression 
that he had no right to do it: That the Petitioner relying upon the good fatth 
which has governed all his actions in the matter in question, and in considera- 
tton of the embarrassing position in which he was placed by the Law, ventures to 
hope that the House will be pleased to do him justice, by acknowledging the 
justice of his tntentions; and praying that the House will be pleased to take 
this his Petitton into favorable consideration, and declare that the explana- 
tions of the Petittoner are satisfactory, and thereupon to make such order as 
the House shall deem expedient. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Chauveau, seconded by Mr. Poultot, 

Ordered, That the prayer of the said Petition be granted; and that Witnesses 
be heard on behalf of the Petittoner. 


MR. CHAUVEAU moved that the witnesses on behalf of the accused being present 
they be now heard.4 


MR. FOURNIER moved an amendment to the effect that Mr. Hudon had endeavoured 
to put the law into execution, and was not to be held responsible for its 
violation.° 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER refused to receive this amendment as having nothing 
to do with the motion in his hands.® 
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On motton of Mr. Casault, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Chauveau, 

Ordered, That leave be granted to Mr. Hudon to be assisted by Counsel. 

Mare Auréle Plamondon, Esquire, then appeared as Counsel for Mr. Hudon. 

Jean Charles Chapats, Esquire, a Member of the House, was examined in his 
place; as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Casault:-- 

1. Is your name Jean Charles Chapais, of the Parish of St. Dents, and are 
you Member for the County of Kamouraska?--My name is Jean Charles Chapats, and I 
am Member for the County of Kamouraska. 

2. Were you not a Candidate for the County of Kamouraska at the Electton in 
1851, and had not Mr. Hudon charge of the Poll at Rivtére Quelle in the capacity 
of Deputy Returning Officer?--I was a Candidate at the Election for the County 
of Kamouraska in 1851, and Mr. Hudon had charge of the Poll as Deputy Returning 
Officer at Rivtére Ouelle. 

5. On the second day of the Poll at the said Election, did not a person 
named Pierre Boucher come to the Poll at Rivtére Ouelle and tender hts vote as 
usufructuary, in your favor; and is it not true that after long discussion, the 
satd Deputy Returning Officer dectded that, as he saw in the Election Law no 
Oath of qualification applicable in the case of usufructuaries, he did not thtnk 
he could refuse to admtt him to vote, and that, wtthout administering to him any 
Oath; and is it not true that the said Pierre Boucher did then vote in your 
favor?--The facts referred to are true. 

4. Are you of opinion that in admitting usufructuartes to vote wtthout 
administering to them the Oath of qualification at the Election in 1854, 
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Mr. Hudon acted so from motives of partiality, or because he considered himself 
compelled so to act by law?--Upon the occurrence of these circumstances at the 
Election in 1854, my first tmpresston was that partiality had been mantfested, 
but now upon calm reflection, and upon comparison of the events at the Election 
of 1851 with those of 1854, I consider that Mr. Hudon's fault was the result of 
an error of judgment. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond: -- 

5. Is tt not to your knowledge that Mr. Hudon permttted children to vote, 
and that he even took down in the Poll Books the names of young persons fifteen 
years of age?--I did not stop at the Poll at Rivtére Ouelle during the voting on 
the second day of the Election in 1854; I left a person in my place. 
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6. Did you not yourself require Mr. Hudon to administer the Oath of qualt- 
ftcatton to those persons who came up to vote as usufructuartes?--Yes, I dtd so. 
7. Did Mr. Hudon refuse to do tt?--Yes, he did so refuse. 
8. Did you require him to administer the Oath to those who presented them- 
selves to vote more than once, or to those who were mtnors?-- 














MESSRS. PAPIN et LABERGE s'opposent a ce que cette question soit posée au 
témoin, parce que le comité n'a pas porté accusation dans son rapport, et qu'on 
ne peut juger l'accusé que d'aprés l'accusation./ 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB dit qu'il a violé les priviléges de la Chambre en 
admettant des enfants a voter, et en permettant a des personnes de voter deux ou 
trois fois, et que par conséquent la Chambre peut s'enquérir de ces faits pour 
en venir a une décision. 


MR. TURCOTTE dit que l'esprit des membres est déja assez préjugé contre le 
prisonnier, sans que l'hon. premier vienne avancer des faits qui ne sont pas 
vrais, d'aprés le rapport méme du comité. I1 est faux qu'il soit prouvé que des 
enfants aient été admis 4 voter; seulement l'officier-rapporteur dit qu'il le 
croit,--mais il n'y a rien pour le prouver.? 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND pense qu'en faisant cette enquéte, la Chambre ne doit 
pas se limiter aux faits mis en évidence par le rapport du comité, mais que 
puisque les priviléges de la Chambre ont été violés, il faut en faire la preuve 
la plus ample, et qu'en conséquence la question peut @étre posée. Le comité a 
prouvé que le prisonnier s'était rendu coupable d'une violation des priviléges 
de la Chambre et de corruption. L'hon. membre a dit qu'il n'était pas vrai que 
des enfants eussent été admis da voter, et cependant M. Taché dit qu'il a vu 
voter une personne qui lui paraissait avoir 15 ou 16 ans; il est étonnant qu'une 
personne de 21 ans n'en paraisse avoir que 15 ou 16,--on pourrait la connaitre 
par la barbe seulement.!0 


MR. TURCOTTE dit que le témoignage invoqué par M. Drummond ne vaut rien, 
parce que M. Taché ne dit pas positivement que cette personne n'avait que 15 ou 
16 ans, mais: qu'elle paraissait les avoir; et l'hon. Procureur-général devrait 
savoir, en sa qualité d'avocat, qu'avant qu'il soit prouvé qu'un homme a voté 
sans 6tre qualifié, il a le bénéfice de la loi et n'est pas coupable.!! 


MR. CHAUVEAU dit qu'il y a d'autres maniéres de s'assurer si une personne a 
21 ans qu'en lui regardant a la barbe. La seule charge portée par le comité 
contre le prisonnier, est qu'il a refusé d'administrer le serment a des usufrui- 
tiers qui se présentaient pour voter. Mais cette accusation n'est pas fondée, 
parce qu'il n'y a pas de formule de serment pour les usufruitiers, et M. Hudon 
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ne se croyait pas autorisé a changer la formule du serment pour le leur appli- 
quer. On ne peut examiner et juger le prisonnier que sur les charges portées 
contre lui par le comité, et non pas sur ce qu'il n'a pas méme jugé a propos de 
mentionner dans son rapport. D'ailleurs M. Hudon ne pouvait pas s‘attendre a 
rencontrer de nouvelles accusations ici, et il n'est pas prét a répondre 
aujourd'hui a4 toutes celles qu'on pourra porter contre lui. I1 le répéte, on ne 
peut juger l'accusé que sur les faits mis en évidence par le rapport du comité, 
et on ne doit pas chercher a l'incriminer sur des faits auxquels il ne pouvait 
pas s‘'attendre a avoir a répondre.!2 


MR. CAMERON pense que, s'il est vrai qu'il a admis a voter des personnes au- 
dessous de 21 ans, la Chambre a le droit de s’en enquérir et de s'assurer s'il a 
agi en violation de la loi.!3 


La question est ensuite poséel4, 
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I have already stated that I was not present at the time of the voting; but 
at the time of the dtscusston, when Mr. Hudon acquainted me with his determtna- 
tton not to admintster the Oath to those who presented themselves to vote as 
usufructuartes, I remarked to him that, according to that dectston, a minor or a 
person comtng to vote for the second or third time, and calling himself a 
usufructuary, would be permitted to vote without taking the Oath. He replted 
Miagt te was Nor ite Faulr. bute the fault of “the Caw, and that tt was not hee 
business to recttfy it, and that he acted so because there was no form of Oath 
in the Act applicable to usufructuartes. 

The House being informed that Charles Eugéne Panet, Esquire, attended at the 
door, he was called in; and, at the Bar, examined, as followeth:-- 

By the Honorable Mr. Chauveau:-- 

9. Is not your name Charles Eugéne Panet; are you not an Advocate restding 
at Quebec; and were you not present at the Poll at Riviére Quelle on the second 
day of the Electton in 1854?--My name ts Charles Eugéne Panet. I was at the 
Poll-house of Rivitére Ouelle on the second day of the Election from about two 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

10. Is tt not true that at the said Electton, Mr. Hudon, acting as Deputy 
Returning Officer at the Poll at Riviére Ouelle, refused to admit a large number 
of persons to vote, who presented themselves as usufructuaries, but who dtd not 
appear to him to be 21 years of age, and also a great number of other persons 
who, he satd, had voted before?--Yes, it ts true. 

iimows 4tanot true that at the time of the sard Election, Mr. hudon,. to 
your knowledge, loudly expressed his indignation at the conduct of the Electors, 
and endeavoured by every means tn his power to prevent the abuses tntroduced tn 
the voting?--Mr. Hudon appeared to me to be displeased at witnessing what was 
taking place, and to my knowledge refused, as far as he was able, to admit 
votes. 

12. Is tt not to your knowledge that the said Joseph Maglotre Hudon, 
Esqutre, did all in his power to prevent the abuses which the Electors were 
destrous of committing, and that he even enquired of some of them who appeared 
to be young, (tntending to put them to the proof,) whether they could make Oath 
as to their age, and that thereupon some of them thinking that the satd Deputy 
Returning Officer was about to administer the Oath, withdrew without voting?--It 
ts so to my knowledge. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cartter:-- 

13. Is it not true that Mr. Hudon was required to admtintster the Oath of 
qualification to Electors who went up to vote as usufructuaries, and that he 
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refused to administer the Oath?--No, not to my recollection. At the time I 
arrived there, Mr. Chapais' representative was not at the Poll-house. 

14. Were you not the agent for Mr. Letellter, the Candidate who opposed 
Mr. Chapais?--Not in the Parish of Rivtére Quelle. 

15. Dtd you not act as agent for Mr. Letellier at some polling-place during 
the Electton in question?--Yes, at the Poll at Ste. Anne. 

And then he was directed to withdraw. id meted 

The House betng informed that Mr. Jean Thomas Béchard attended at the door, 
he was called tn; and, at the Bar, examined, as followeth:-- 

By the Honorable Mr. Chauveau: -- 

16. Is not your name Jean Thomas Béchard, of the Parish of St. Louts de 
Kamouraska, Notary Publte?--My name is Jean Thomas Béchard, of St. Louts de 
Kamouraska, Notary Public. w9T ‘a 

17. Is tt to your knowledge that Mr. Hudon, Deputy Returning Officer at the 
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Election in 1851, declared that he did not concetve that the law gave him power 
to administer the Oath of qualification to usufructuaries, and that on that 
oceaston, consequently, he acted without distinction of parttes?--Yes, JI am 
aware of these facts. 

18. Is it not true that Mr. Letellier and Mr. Chapais, who were Candidates 
at the last Eleectton but one, were Candidates at the Electton tin 1851?--Yes, 
they were both Candidates at that Electton. 

19. ise tt net true that since the year 1851 until. the Blection. 17.4954, 
Mr. Hudon has often discussed the same legal questton in your presence, and 
always pronounced the same opinion upon tt?--Yes, such ts the case. 

20. Is tt not true that stnce you have been acquatnted wtth Mr. Hudon up to 
the pertod of the last Electton in 1854, you have known that he has never 
belonged to etther party, but has always preserved the most complete neutraltty? 
--He has always refrained in my presence from expressing hts opinton, and has 
always said that he did not wish to meddle wtth the matter. 

21. Is tt not true that you have been an intimate acquaintance of 
Mr. Hudon's sinee he has restded at Kamouraska, and tis tt not true that that 
gentleman enjoys a untversal reputation throughout the country for integrity and 
respectability, which has never been called in questton?--I have been intimately 
acquainted wtth Mr. Hudon since he has restded at Kamouraska: in that locality 
he enjoys a very excellent reputatton. 

And then he was directed to wtthdraw. 

The House being informed that Mr. David Tétu attended at the door, he was 
called in; and, at the Bar, examined, as followeth:-- 

By the Honorable Mr. Chauveau:-- 

22. Is not your name David Tétu, of the Partsh of Rivtére Quelle, Merchant? 
—=LE) to. 

25. Were you present at the Poll at Rivtére Quelle, at the last Election 
but one for the County of Kamouraska?--I was present from three until five 
o'clock. 

24. Ie.it not true that at the tast Election: but one forthe County of 
Kamouraska, Mr. Hudon, acting as Deputy Returning Offtcer, loudly expressed his 
tndignatton at those who were perpetrating frauds and abuses, which it was 
tmposstble for him to antictpate or prevent; and that he used his best efforts 
to remedy as far as possible such a state of things?--Yes, and he refused people 
who came disguised to enable them to vote a second time, and upon recognizing 
them he threatened to put them in charge of a Constable. 
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25. Is tt not to your knowledge that the satd Joseph Magloire Hudon, 
Esqutre, dtd every thing in his power to prevent the abuses which the electors 
were destrous of committing, and that he even asked some of them who appeared to 
be young (with the intentton of putting them to the proof,) whether they could 
make Vath as to thetr age, and thal some of them, believing that the said Deputy 
Returning Officer was about to administer the Oath, withdrew without voting?-- 
Yes, I am aware of these circumstances. 

26. Is tt not true that at the said Election, Mr. Hudon, acting as Deputy 
Returning Officer at the Poll at Riviére Ouelle, refused to admit a great number 
of persons to vote who presented themselves as usufructuaries, but who did not 
appear to him to be twenty-one years of age, and also a great number who, he 
knew, had voted before?--Yes, it is true. 

27. Is tt not true that you have been intimately acquainted with Mr. Hudon 
from his youth, and ts tt not true that that gentleman has enjoyed a universal 
reputatton throughout the whole County of Kamouraska for probity, integrity, and 
respectability, whitch has never been called in questton?--Yes, that ts the case. 

By “Mr. Masson>== 

28. Are you twenty-one years of age?--Yes I am twenty-five years of age. 
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And then he was directed to wtthdraw. 

Dunbar Ross, Esquire, a Member of the House, was examined tin hts place; as 
followeth:-- 

By Mr. Thibaudeau: -- 

29. Are you not Dunbar Ross, Esquire, a Member of the Provinetal Parlia- 
Metis — = auts rt 

50. Is tt not true that you have been acquainted with Mr. Hudon a long 
time, and also, that he has always, to your knowledge, enjoyed a character for 
probity and integrity?--It ts. 

51. According to that intimate personal knowledge which you have of the 
character of Mr. Hudon, do you think him capable of acting parttally, or shewtng 
favor to one party when he ts under oath?--Judging by the character of Mr. Hudon 
as I knew him prevtous to the Election, I should not have thought him capable of 
doting such a thing. 

Honorable Frangots Lemieux, a Member of the House, was examined in his 
place; as followeth:-- 

By “Mero Thomas’ Forttert=- 

52. Are you not the Honorable Frangois Lemieux, Member of the Provinetal 
Parliament, and Chief Commisstoner of Public Works for the Province of Canada?-- 
1) ain. 

53. Is tt not true that you have been long and intimately acquainted wtth 
Mr. Hudon, and is tt not true also, that he has always, to your knowledge, 
enjoyed a character for probtty and integrity?--It ts. 




















MR. CHAUVEAU said that, if the gallant knight proceeded with his motion, he 
(Mr. C.) was prepared to move an amendment.!° 


MR. CAMERON asked to have the evidence read ever (sic).16 


MR. BROWN thought it would be well to have the evidence which had just been 
taken printed and in the hands of members before the House came to a final 
decision. !/ 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB saw no objection to adjourning the case till 
Monday, to allow the evidence to be printed, and he hoped that members would 
take the trouble to read it.!8 


PENIS} 


MR. BROWN thought the gallant knight's suggestion a very good one. Had the 
evidence been read in regard to the other parties charged in connection with 
this Kamouraska Election, the decision of the House might have been very 
dif[f]Jerent and that circumstance, that they had been called on to decide in the 
other case before they were prepared to do so, very much embarrassed the ques- 
tion before the House, since they now found that the parties whom they had 
discharged without question were in a much worse position than the gentleman at 
the bar. (Hear, hear.)!9 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary), in connection with the printing of this 
evidence, called the attention of the Government to the fact that some Reports, 
laid before this House, had gone to the country, before being placed in the 
hands of members, a thing which he had never known to be done in Parliament till 
this year, and it required some explanation. (Hear, hear.) What he complained 
of was that certain papers, in advance of their delivery to this House, had been 
sent to the country, giving certain favoured parties the opportunity of being 
the first to lay the information before the public. One important document was 
actually published in a Montreal newspaper (the Gazette as we understood) before 
it had been delivered in this House. (Hear, hear.)20 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he knew nothing about it. He did not know 
where these documents had been got, unless they had been procured out of the 
printer's hands.2! 


MR. GALT said the same thing had happened in the early part of the session 


in reference to the public accounts. He had gone to the printer to procure a 
copy, after it was laid on the table, but was refused, although he was aware 
that copies had at that time been sent to parties at a distance. (Hear, 
hear. )22 


MR. WILSON, in reference to the subject properly before the House, hoped the 
evidence would be printed so as to be in the hands of members at an early hour 
to-morrow. In the case of the other parties, their petitions and the resolution 
of the Committee were not distributed till they were actually placed at the bar. 
He wished to know if the gallant knight intended to make this man now on his 
trial, a scapegoat to bear the iniquity of all of them, or, did he mean to let 
them all off together. (Hear, hear.) If the gallant knight would intimate his 
Sige oN he might save members the trouble of reading the evidence (Hear, 
hear.) 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said his only object was to discharge his public 
duty. He begged to move that the further consideration of the question be 
postponed till Monday next, and to be then the first order of the Day.24 
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Mr. Hudon, and his Counsel, were then directed to withdraw. 
On motion of the Honorable Sir Allan WN. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, 
Ordered, That the further constderatton of the Question be postponed unttl 
Monday next, and be then the first Order of the day. 





The House resumed the further constderation of the Questton relative to the 
defence of Jean Gagné, of the Parish of St. litienne, in the County of Saguenay, 
Notary. 

And the House being informed that Mr. Gagné attended at the door, he was 
called in. 
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On motton of Mr. Poultot, seconded by Mr. Thibaudeau, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gagné be heard by Counsel, at the Bar of this House, on 
Monday next, and that it be then the second Order of the day. 

Mr. Gagné was then directed to withdraw. 


The Order of this House of Monday last, for the attendance of the Deputy 
Returning Officers for the County of Saguenay Election, at the Bar of the House, 
betng read; 

And the House betng informed that they attended at the door, they were 
respectively called tn. 


MR. FELTON moved that in the absence of Mr. Angus Morrison, chairman of the 
Saguenay Election Committee, the order be postponed till to-morrow.2? 


A good deal of discussion arose on this motion, members on the opposition 
side urging that in a matter affecting the privileges of the House, the Govern- 
ment should be prepared to proceed, independently of any private member who 
might have first introduced it.26 


MR. WILSON, of London, ... hoped the premier would take the responsibility 
properly devolving on him in defence of the privileges of the House.@ / 


Ultimately the motion was withdrawn. 28 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB then moved that John McLaren, Michael McCarty, 
Antoine Guay, Louis Lavoie, and Edward Tremblay, Deputy Returning officers at 
the late election for the county of Saguenay, were privy to the fraudulent and 
illegal inscribing of names on the Poll-book of the said Parish, and that they 
have thereby been guilty of a misdemeanour and of a gross breach of the privi- 
leges of this House. 


MR. WILSON said it would be a matter of regret, if the whole five, having 
been Returning officers in different parishes should be dealt with as if they 
had all been guilty of one crime. (Hear, hear.) He would throw out the sugges- 
tion that a separate motion should be offered in regard to each, as he was sure 
the gallant knight would not like anything he did to bear on it the marks of 
indecent haste.20 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said that there were only 1600 voters?! [OR] only 
1200 legal voters, in the county, and those gentleman (sic) at the bar had on 
their poll-books no fewer than 14,000 names, which exceeded the whole population 
of the county. The resolution he had offered, he thought, was clearly borne out 
by the evidence.?? 


MR. CAMERON agreed with the member for London that, as those men were not 
jointly guilty of one joint act, there ought to be a separate motion against 
each. 34 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB accepted the suggestion and moved, That Louis 
Lavoie, Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of Les Eboulements, at the late 
Elections for the County of Saguenay, was privy to the fra[u]dulent and illegal 
inseribing, of names on,the Poll-books of the said. Parish,vand thatihe,) has 
thereby been guilty of misdemeanour and of a gross breach of the privileges lof ] 
this House. 


MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) est surpris de la proposition du brave cheva- 
liens sparce.-quial ne, wot, rien pour) la “justifier. Il a examiné avec soin la 
requéte des prisonniers et les témoignages rendus contre eux dans le rapport du 
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comité, et il en est venu a la conclusion que la proposition n'est pas justi- 
fiable et devrait étre rejetée. I1 y a quelques jours l'hon. chevalier a fait 
déchargel[r] des officiers-rapporteurs qui étaient amenés ici pour un cas plus 
grave, mais aujourd'hui il veut faire condamner ceux-ci presque sans examen. I1 
ne peut s'empécher devvoir de la partialité dans ce fait, surtout lorsqu+il 
compare la preuve de l'élection de Kamouraska et celle d'aujourd'hui. On ne 
peut supposer de la fraude chez M. Lavoie, car il a dit lui-méme que c'était une 
affaire sale que cet enregistrement des votes illégaux, et ce qui le prouve 
encore plus, c'est qu'il était en faveur de M. Huot, et que les votes qui ont 
été ainsi enregistrés l'ont été en faveur de M. Langlois, son adversaire. iol 
n'a donc pas pu agin, avee (partialité. Il votera contre la proposition parce 
qu'il la trouve injuste, d'autant plus que celui qui la propose a fait déchar- 
ger, il y a quelques jours, des prisonniers accusés d'avoir violé leurs serments 
d'office. 36 


MR. FELTON comme membre du comité d'élection parle en faveur de la 
proposition. >/ 


MR. WILSON comprend que ces officiers-rapporteurs ont pu se croire autorisés 
a prendre toutes les voix qui se présentaient, parce qu'il n'y avait personne 
pour objecter a leur vote. On parait croire généralement que la loi ne permet 
pas a l'officer-rapporteur de questionner le voteur, s'il n'y a pas de repré- 
sentant de la partie adverse pour le requérir de le faire,--mais il lui semble 
que c'est, une, erreur. Le brave chevalier a eu le tort de faire décharger les 
autres prisonniers sans méme leur faire une admonestation, et il trouve étonnant 
qu'il veuille ce soir faire condamner ceux-ci.38 [He] conceived that precisely 
the same reasons could be urged in favour of the gentlemen now at the bar, as 
those on account of which the Kamouraska Returning officers had been discharged. 
The plea was precisely the same in both cases, that they had been compelled by 
threats and violence to violate the law. He should not oppose the motion, but a 
difficulty would arise when the question of punishment came up, those others 
equally guilty having been allowed to escape (Hear, hear.)?9 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH said that in the other case the Election Committee 
had made no charge against the Returning of ficers.40 


MR. BROWN said the Committee had in that case reported the facts, leaving 
the House to award the punishment. (Hear, hear.) He agreed with the member for 
London that in dealing with the present case they were very much embarrassed by 
the decision which had been come to in the other (Hear, hear.) But having voted 
then against the discharge of the accused parties, in opposition to the Govern- 
ment, he should in the same spirit, and without any party feeling support the 
motion of the gallant Knight on the presant (sic) occasion. 


MR. CHAUVEAU dit que les prisonniers ne peuvent étre coupables que de 
n'avoir pas compris la Lol, et non de traude et, de.corruption.., Livest notaire 
(sic) que chacun de ces officiers-rapporteurs se trouvait dans une localité ou 
ses idées n'étaient pas en faveur, et par conséquent on ne peut pas raisonnable- 
ment présumer qu'ils auraient sciemment violé la loi en faveur du candidat qui 
n’avait pas letrs sympathies. On peut présumer qu'ils se sont trompés sur 
l'interprétation.de la loi,--mais la loi ne leur permet réellement pas d'admi- 
nistrer le serment aux voteurs sans en étre requis. Si elle le leur accordait, 
pourquoi la Chambre aurait-elle, durant la premiére partie de la session, passé 
une loi qui leur donne ce droit? S'ils avaient déja ce droit, notre législation 
était ridicule et inutile, et le fait que nous avons passé cette loi, prouve 
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qu'ils avaient raison d'interpréter la loi comme ils l'ont fait. La loi exige 
que l'officier-rapporteur fera préter serment quand il en sera requis par le 
candidat, mais non autrement.42 The returning officers then had no means of 
testing the good faith of the persons who presented themselves to them, and were 
bound to register the votes of all who offered them. Besides, these officers 
were surrounded by a mob, and were of course acting under excitement and intimi- 
dation, which, even if they had done wrong, must be held to excuse it.43 On ne 
peut donc les condamner que si on est convaincu qu'ils ont agi par fraude et 
corruption; mais personne ne peut dire cela, pas méme leurs accusateurs. Et 
s'ils se sont trompés dans leur interprétation, nous nous sommes trompés bien 
plus lourdement durant la derniére session, en législatant comme nous 1'avons 
fait. I1 (M. C.) trouve étonnant qu'on leur reproche méme l'indignation qu'ils 
ont montrée pour les procédés qui avaient eu lieu durant l'élection, et que ceux 
qui ont trouvé les autres prisonniers innocents, veuillent aujourd'hui trouver 
ceux-ci coupables. 11 est certain qu’ils ont agi de bonne foi et sans intérét. 
Il congoit que la chambre soit jalouse de maintenir ses priviléges, mais dans ce 
but elle a passé une loi dont chaque clause justifie la conduite des prison- 
niers. Ainsi il votera contre la proposition du brave chevalier.44 


MR. LABERGE considére la chambre non pas comme l'accusateur ou l'offensé, 
mais come juge, et il ne veut que rendre stricte justice aux accusés. iat 
demande quelles preuves on a de la culpabilité des accusés. La chambre doit- 
elle prendre le rapport du comité tel qu'il est et rendre son jugement d'aprés 
ce rapport, ou bien doit-elle examiner les accusés de nouveau et leur faire 
subir un nouveau procés? Si la chambre était tenue de donner suite a la preuve 
faite devant le comité, comme il le soutient, il était inutile de faire venir 
les accusés devant elle, puisqu'il n'y a aucune preuve contre eux; mais puis- 
ai ils sour srendus, clle doit juger d’apres les faits tels quils sont. La 
seule accusation du comité est qu'ils ont inscrit dans les livres de poll un 
plus grand nombre de voix qu'il n'y en avait dans la localité,--mais la chambre 
ne peut pas les condamner pour cette accusation, parce que la loi des élections 
dit clairement que l'officier-rapporteur ne pourra pas administrer un seul 
serment sans qu'il en soit requis par un électeur ou l'un des candidats. La loi 
condamne méme l'officier-rapporteur qui le ferait a une amende de £10,--et on 
punirait l*accusé parce qu'il n'a pas désobéi a4 la loi! Ce serait en vérité 
quelque chose d'étonnant. Cette loi est sage, parce qu'elle empéche par ce 
moyen l'officier-rapporteur de pouvoir se rendre maftre de l'élection. Le 
comité constate que le candidat, contre lequel les votes étaient enregistrés, 
Wetslt pas au poll,” “et qu'il ny était pas repreésenté; par conséquent 
l'officier-rapporteur n'étant pas requis de faire préter serment, ne pouvait pas 
et ne devait pas le faire. Tous les membres savent bien qu'il faut maintenir la 
pureté des élections et les priviléges de la chambre,--mais ceux qui en parlent 
tant ce soir ne le font que parce qu'ils y sont poussés par l'intérét du moment. 
Il ne voit pas la nécessité de développer la proposition plus au long ce soir, 
mais il laisse a ceux qui veulent faire condamner les prisonniers pour n'avoir 
pas désobéi a la loi, la responsabilité de le faire, mais il dit que si chacun 
interpreetalt la lot comme i1 le voudrait suivant les circonstances, on en vien- 
drait bient6t 4 un despotisme affreux. Pour lui, il est d'opinion qu'il ne faut 
pas mettre l'officier-rapporteur dans l'alternative de violer la loi ou d'étre 
amené a la barre de cette chambre, et il ne peut condamner l'accusé parce que ce 
n'est pas sa faute si la loi est défectueuse; en conséquence il votera contre la 
proposition.4> 


BALI 7 


MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS pense que puisqu'il y a eu un comité de nommé par la 
chambre pour s'enquérir des faits de l'élection, et que ce comité a fait un 
rapport contre les accusés, ils sont coupables et doivent étre condamnés.46 


MR. TURCOTTE pense que c'est une étrange maniére de raisonner, et il pense 
que le procureur-général Drummond n'oserait pas soutenir cette opinion. Il ne 
voit dans tout cela qu'une affaire de parti, et parce qu'il y a eu des élections 
honteuses, il ne s'en suit pas que le prisonnier Lavoie soit coupable. Jeat 
maintient que la loi dit expressément aue l'officier-rapporteur ne peut objecter 
aux votes sans en 6tre requis, et il défie le procureur-général et le sollici- 
teur-général de soutenir le contraire. I1 défie aussi MM. Cauchon et Lemieux de 
le dire. Comment peut-on donc demander la condamnation d'hommes qui ont agi 
suivant la loi?4’ It was pDilaim that in a Court of law no offence could spe 
proved against them, and the attorney-general, and other lawyers in the house, 
who proposed to punish them, would blush to put forth their present pretension 
before the smallest Court of Quarter Sessions in the country. If they main- 
tained those pretensions let them never more pretend to the name of lawyers.48 


MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS dit que la preuve que demande M. Turcotte, c'est qu'il 
a été inscrit dans les livres de polls un plus grand nombre de voix qu'il n'y a 
de voteurs, et que lL'officier-rapporteur a dit lui-méme que c'était une affaire 
sale. 49 


MR. TURCOTTE.--La preuve est concluante. (Rires.)°9 


MR. PAPIN dit que personne ne regrettait plus que lui la maniére dont les 
élections avaient été conduites dans les comtés de Saguenay et Kamouraska; et 
que personne plus que lui ne désirait voir punir ceux qui étaient la cause de 
ces scénes déshonorantes; mais que la question sur laquelle la chambre avait 
a.{[se] prononcer dans le moment était de savoir si M. Lavoie, 1‘officaer— 
rapporteur pour la paroisse des Eboulemens, était coupable de ces excés et avait 
violé la loi. Pour cela il s'agissait seulement d'examiner la preuve faite 
devant le comité et les clause$ de la loi qui s'appliquailent au cas. actuel. /Or, 
quels sont les faits? Dans la paroisse des Eboulemens tout le monde votait pour 
M. Langlois; 1210 voix furent enregistrées en sa faveur et une seule pour 
M. Huot. Ce dernier n'était pas présent et n'avait personne pour le représenter 
a ce poll. Or la loi alors en force dit formellement que 1l'officier-rapporteur 
qui fera préter un serment sans en étre requis par un candidat ou son agent 
encourra une pénalité de £10 a chaque fois. Est-il donc raisonnable de punir 
l'officier-rapporteur pour n'avoir pas exigé les serments ou refusé de prendre 
les votes, quand la loi le lui défendait, sous peine.d'amende. , Ce seraiteude 
punir d'avoir .executé la loi, parce qu'elle est mauvailsess et ce sont ceux gui 
ont passé cette mauvaise loi qui voudraient en faire tomber la responsabilité 
sur la téte de ceux qui sont chargés de la faire fonctionner. I1 (M. P.) trouve 
que non seulement il ne serait pas raisonnable, mais qu'il serait injuste et 
tyrannique de punir l'officier-rapporteur pour avoir donné a la loi 1l'interpré- 
tation que lui-méme (M. P.) est pret a lui donner, comme avocat, et de fait la 
seule interprétation qu'il est possible de lui donner. On a reconnu que cette 
loi était mauvaise, puisque dans la présente session on en a passé une autre par 
laquelle on a autorisé spécialement les officiers-rapporteurs a faire préter 
serment aux personnes qu'il[s] pourraif[en]t soupconner de n'avoir pas droit de 
vote. Donc 21 n‘avalt pas ce drove auparavant. Bt, S12) - avant prise = Suva, 
contrairement a la loi, de faire préter serment, sans en étre requis, il pour- 
rait aujourd'hui étre poursuivi devant les tribunaux pour payer l'amende qu'il 
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aurait encourue. Pour ces considérations il voterait contre la proposition de 
l'hon. membre pour Hamilton.°! 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND held that the report of the committee was to be looked 
on as the decision of a jury, and all that the prisoners could be allowed to do 
was to put in evidence to excuse themselves from the offence which the commit- 
tee, had alleged against them. The time for the trial was past. That was the 
uniform practice in England, and must be followed out here. It was said that 
the law prohibited the Returning Officer from administering the oath in any case 
when a vote was tendered to him unless he were required to do so by one of the 
candidates. But the Returning Officer was bound to refuse to allow persons to 
vote in a manifestly illegal manner. He did so no doubt on his own responsi- 
bility, but a public officer was bound to assume that responsibility, and that 
country would be very near ruin, where the public functionaries were deterred by 
the fear of responsibility from following an upright course. 


MR. LABERGE dit que dans ce cas l'officier-rapporteur peut refuser n'importe 
quel voteur en disant qu'il a déja voté une fois; il peut en refuser dix, ou 
cent, ou mille, et par ce moyen controler 1'élection.?3 


MR. CAMERON ... No doubt the law was as it had been laid open, but did any 
man conclude that because a returning officer was bound to accept all the votes 
that were tendered without putting the oath unless required, that he was to 
register votes of little children, of persons notoriously coming over and over 
again, of persons giving evidently feigned names. No body contended that the 
returning officers had judicial functions, but would any one affirm that an 
officer with mere adminisbrative (sic) functions was so to perform his duty as 
to render it null and an absurdity. For his part he said that the indictments 
of petty larceny criminals should be given up at once, that our criminal judges 
should be dispensed with, that our gaols should be closed, if upon a mere quirk 
or quibble culprits who in violation of their duty to society, and to the oath 
they had taken in the face of their God, had thus committed a breach of the 
plainest dictates of their consciences.-4 


MR. MACKENZIE remarked that the Chief Justice of Upper Canada, had said a 
few years ago, that the Lower Canadians were unfit for free institutions. He 
(Mr. McKenzie,) had at the time taken the part of the Lower Canadians amidst 
much obloquy, but he must say that if scenes such as they were considering, were 
constantly repeated in the constituencies and of (sic) the guilty found defend- 
ers in the House as they were then doing, that the world would begin to think 
that -Mr. Robinson was right. The truth was, the free institutions could’ not. be 
preserved unless such frauds as these were effectually checked. If they con- 
tinue, the lives, properties and monies of the people of this country would lie 
at the mercy, perhaps for months of a house composed of men, who had no title 
whatever to dispose of them.--He seldom praised the hon. and gallant premier, 
but he thanked him from his heart for the stand he was now taking against 
electoral fraud and corruption, which would, if not checked, destroy everything 
that made Canada a free country and its constitution, one under which men could 
be satisfied to live.?° 


DR. MASSON held that the Returning officer could not refuse a legal vote, 
but though he acted at his own peril he was undoubtedly bound to reject votes 
manifestly fictitious. There could be no doubt upon which the returning officer 
could hesitate in this case, for Lord Elgin had voted a great many times, and 
several of the inhabitants had voted according to the poll books more than 100 
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times. It was nonsense to say that the Returning officer was to register such 
votes as these merely because the candidate or his agent was not there to 
require the oath to be put. 


MR. CHAUVEAU, «¢. [madel some further remarks In English «.4 Which were 
nearly a repetition of what had been already said by him in French.>/ 


MR. LORANGER contended that Lower Canada would be thorouahly (sic) disgraced 
if by the aid of Lower Canada members the prisoners at the bar were allowed to 
go free after committing so atrocious an offence. It was all very well to 
allege the law prohibiting the officer from swearing votes, but this was not a 
case merely of taking votes that ought not to be token (sic). The poll books 
were absolutely falsified. There was no error of judgment,--no misconception of 
the Law, here (cries of no.) No. Why here was one name in one book recorded, 
208. timess” Is that not wilful falsttitcatiion? If the Returning officer were 
really in good faith, he ought like others to have made a special return. 
Instead of that he had signed a statement that that was a correct account of the 
polling.°8 


La motion ... est combattue par MESSRS. MARCHILDON et THIBAUDEAU??. 


(659) 

The Honorable Stir Allan WN. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being proposed, That Louis 
Lavote, Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of Les Eboulements, at the late 
Election for the County of Saguenay, was privy to the fraudulent and illegal 
tnsertbing of names on the Poll-book of the satd Parish, and that he has thereby 
been gutlty of a mtsdemeanor and of a gross breach of the privileges of thts 
House; ; 

Mr. Laberge moved, seconded by Mr. Turcotte, and the Question betng put, 
That this House do now adjourn; the House dtvided: and the names being called 
for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


(660) 





YEAS. 
Messteurs Bell, Bourassa, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. 


Dorion, Thomas Fortter, Frazer, Guévremont, Huot, Jobin, Laberge, Marchildon, 


Papin, Poultot, Prévost, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, and Valots.--(19.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bellingham, Btggar, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, Cartter, 








Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, Ferrte, Flint, Foley, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Hartman, 
Labelle, Laporte, Lemieux, Loranger, Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Mackenate, 
Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, Masson, Mattice, Mongenais, Angus Morrison, Munro, 


Murney, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Rankin, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James 
Ross, Sanborn, Scatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Spence, Whitney, 
Wilson, Yetlding, and Young.--(63.) 

So tt passed tn the Negattve. 

And the Questton being put, That Louis Lavote, Deputy Returning Officer for 
the Partsh of Les Eboulements, at the late Electton for the County of Saguenay, 
was privy to the fraudulent and illegal inseribing of names on the Poll-book of 
the satd Parish, and that he has thereby been gutlty of a mtsdemeanor and of a 
gross breach of. the privileges of this House; the House divided: and the names 
being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 
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YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, 


Cartier, Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chapais, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cooke, 


Cook, Crysler, Jean B. Daoust, Delong, Desaulnters, DeWitt, Dostaler, Attorney 
General Drummond, Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, Ferrite, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gill, 


Gould, Guévremont, Hartman, Labelle, Laporte, Lemteux, Loranger, Macbeth, 

















Mongenais, Angus Morrison, Munro, Murney, Patrtek, Poulin, Rankin, Robinson, 
Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Sanborn, Scatcherd, Shaw, Soltcitor 

















(660-661) 
NAYS. 
Messteurs Bourassa, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. Dorion, 
Thomas Fortter, Huot, Jobin, Laberge, Papin, Poultot, Prévost, Thtbaudeau, 


Turcotte, and Valois.--(15.) 
So tt was resolved in the Afftrmative. 


(661) 
The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being proposed, That the said 
Louts Lavoie be, for the satd offence, committed to the Common Gaol of the 
District of Quebec, for the term of ten days, and that Mr. Speaker do tssue his 


Warrant accordingly; 








MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB then moved that Louis Lavoie be committed to 
prison for 10 days.... He said that he was glad the House had by so large a vote 
come to the conclusion which it has just arrived at. It now became his duty and 
that of the House to consider the amount of punishment which ought to be 
inflicted... If the House were not to stand by the rights and privileges of the 
peopre of the country Lt would be. guilty of a crime that would disgracesit 
throughout the whole world. It had been recommended in the report of the 
Committee that the House should direct the Attorney General to prosecute these 
persons before the Courts. He must say that he was very sorry to see the oaths 
that were at the bottom of the poll books; but notwithstanding he did not desire 
to inflict very severe punishment. He only wanted to show that on all occasions 
the House would stand by its privileges and the rights of the people of the 
country. History informed us how the Commons in England alike stood against 
Kings and against the violence of the people. The Parliament of Canada could 
never follow a better example, and he repeated it was with proud satisfaction 
that he heard the votes just taken. He moved that the said Louis Lavoie be 


committed to the Gommon Jail of the County of Quebec for the term of ----- and 
that the Speaker do issue his warrant accordingly. He did not want his judgment 
to prevail in the amount of punishment. It was not a party measure; the vote 


showed that; nor did he want to inflict a vindictive punishment, he had there- 
fore left the term of imprisonment blank in order that the time might be sug- 
gested by the House (Cries of ten days.) He wanted to say one word to the 
members of Lower Canada. Was it no offe[n]ce to Lower Canada, that a portion of 
her people had been cheated out of their rights. Was it no offence that 1,000 
spurious votes had been recorded, and that all this should be done by the 
officer of the law sworn to represent the candidate chosen by the will of the 
country. He moved that the committal be for ten days.©0 


PAN AE 


MR. DEWITT said this was a most grave and important question affecting the 
rights, liberties and prosperity of the people of Canada, and it was not to be 
trifled with in this way. He did not wish to inflict individual disgrace but he 
had a duty to perform to show that such things could not be tolerated. If such 
things might be done in one county they would be done in another, and so in all 
counties, and for his own part he thought the Returning officers ought to be 
imprisoned during the rest of the session. Returning officers had been hitherto 
dealt wee with too much leneincy (sic), and they had thus been encouraged to 
go on. 


MR. WILSON perfectly agreed with Sir Allan in the expression by the hon. and 
gallant knight of his sense of the crime which had been committed by this 
returning officer, but if the offence merited half the vehemence of that cen- 
sure, the punishment proposed must be looked on as a perfect mockery. If the 
House was more guarded in the treatment of those who violated its privileges 
such offences would not be repeated. There was much mawkish sympathy on these 
Oe ena and he would move that the words thirty days be substituted for ten 
days. 


MR. POULIOT thought if it were worthy of the House to assert its privileges, 
it was still more worthy of it to use its great power leniently; and should do 
to others as they would that others should do to them. He thought the prisoners 
had been already sufficiently punished by hearing the speeches that had been 
made in the House, and that any further punishment was quite unnecessary.©> 


(661) 

Mr. Wtlson moved tn amendment to the Questton, seconded by Mr. Frazer, that 
the words "ten days" be left out, and the words "thirty days, itn case thts House 
shall be tn Sesston so long; and tf not tn Sesston so long, then that he be 
discharged" inserted instead thereof; 

And the Question being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Brown, Cooke, Delong, DeWitt, Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, 
Foley, Frazer, Gould, Macbeth, Mackenzte, McCann, Matttce, Meagher, Munro, 


Murney, Rankin, Wilson, Yetlding, and Young.--(22.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Bell, Bellingham, Btggar, Bourassa, Brodeur, Cameron, Cartier, 
Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chapais, Chauveau, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cook, 
Crysler, Charles Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. Dorton, Dostaler, 
Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, Thomas Fortier, Gamble, Gill, Guévremont, 


Hartman, Huot, Laporte, Lemteux, Loranger, John S. Macdonald, Str A.N. MacNab, 

















Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Sanborn, Scatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor General 
Smith, Somerville, Spence, Thtbaudeau, Turcotte, Valois, and Whitney.--(56.) 

So tt passed in the Negattve. 

Then the matn Question being put; the House divided: and the names being 


called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


(661-662) 








YEAS, 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, 
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Crysler, Jean B. Daoust, Delong, DeWitt, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, 
Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Guévre- 
mont, Hartman, man, Labelle, 1 Laporte, Lemieux, Loranger, Macbeth, Mc Mackenzte, Sir A. MN. 








Roprison. Bp LLaneee Benard Roce. Fes Ross, PST Seatcherd, Shaw, 
Soltettor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, Whitney, Wilson, Yeilding, and 
Young. --(61.) 














(662) 
NAYS. 
Messteurs Bourassa, Chapats, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. 


Dorion, Thomas Fortier, Huot, Laberge, Marchitldon, Pouliot, Prévost, Thibaudeau, 
Turcotte, and Valois.--(15.) 

So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 

The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being put, That Edouard 
Tremblay, Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of St. Etienne, at the late 
Election for the County of Saguenay, was privy to the fraudulent and illegal 
tnsertbing of names on the Poll-book of the said Parish, and that he has thereby 
been gutlty of a high misdemeanor, and of a gross breach of the privileges of 
thts House; the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken 
down, as follow:-- 





YEAS. 

Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, 
Cartier, (Casautty Caucnon, Cayley, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cooke, Cook, 
Crysler, Jean B. Daoust, Delong, DeWitt, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, 
Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Guévre- 


mont, Hartman, man, Labelle, | Laporte, Lemteux, Loranger, , Macbeth, Me Mackenzie, Str A.N. 














Robinson. Soltiettor Pete cal noees Tae Ross, Sanborn, Scateherd, Shaw, 
Soltettor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, Whitney, Wtlson, Yetlding, and 
Young s=—(6L 3) 














NAYS. 

Messteurs Bourassa, Chapais, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darcehe, Jean B.E. 
Dorion, Thomas Fortier, Huot, Laberge, Marchildon, Pouliot, Prévost, Thibaudeau, 
Turcotte, and Valots.--(15.) 

So tt was resolved in the Afftrmative. 

Mr. Pouliot moved, seconded by Mr. Turcotte, and the Questton betng put, 
That this House do now adjourn; the House dtvided:--And tt passed in the 
Negative. 

The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being.put, That the said Edouard 
Tremblay be, for the satd offence, committed to the Common Gaol of the District 
of Quebec, for the term of ten days, and that Mr. Speaker do tssue his Warrant 
accordingly; the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken 
down, as fottlow:-= 








(663) 
YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, Cartier, 


Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Crysler, 


Jean B. Daoust, Delong, DeWitt, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, 
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Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Guévremont, Hartman, 


Labelle, Laporte, Lemieux, Loranger, Macbeth, John 8. Macdonald, Mackenzte, 
Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, Masson, Mattice, Meagher, Mongenats, Angus Morrison, 





Munro, Murney, Patrick, Polette, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James 


Ross, Sanborn, Scatcherd, Shaw, Soltecttor General Smtth, Somerville, Spence, 
Whitney, and Wtlson.--(62.) 











NAYS. 

Messteurs Bourassa, Chapats, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. 
Dorton, Thomas Fortier, Huot, Laberge, Marehtldon, Poultot, Prévost, Thibaudeau, 
Turcotte, and Valois.--(15.) 

So tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 

The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being put, That Antoine Guay, 
Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of Ste. Agnés, at the late Election for 
the County of Saguenay, was privy to the fra[ul]dulent and illegal insertbing of 
names on the Poll-book for the satd Parish, and that he has been thereby gutlty 
of a high misdemeanor and of a gross breach of the privileges of thts House; the 
House dtvided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as 
follow: -- 

















YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, Cartier, 


Casault, Cauchon, Ca Cayley, Chisholm,@Chureh, Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Cryseter, 


Jean B. Daoust, Delong, DeWitt, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, 
Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Guévremont, Hartman, 


Labelle, Laporte, Lemieux, Loranger, Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Mackenzie, 
Str A.N. MacNab, MeCann, Masson, Mattice, Meagher, Mongenais, Angus Morrison, 


Munro, Murney, Patrick, Polette, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James 


Ross, Sanborn, Scatecherd, Shaw, Soltettor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, 
Whitney, and Wtilson.--(62.) 























NAYS. 
Messteurs Bourassa, Chapais, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darehe, Jean B.E. 
Dorton, Thomas Fortter, Huot, Laberge, Marc Marchildon, Poultot, Prévost, Thibaudeau, 
Turcotte, and Valots.--(15.) 


(664) 

So tt was resolved in the Afftrmative. 

The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being put, That the said Antoine 
Guay be, for the said offence, commttted to the Common Gaol of the District of 
Quebec, for the term of ten days, and that Mr. Speaker do tissue his Warrant 
accordingly; the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken 
down, as follow:-- 











YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, Cartier, 


Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Jean B. Daoust, 


Detong, DeWitt, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, 
Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Guévremont, Hartman, Labelle, 
Laporte, Lemteux, Loranger, Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Mackenzie, Sir A.N. 
MacNab, McCann, Masson, Matttce, ce, Meagher, Mongenais, A Angus Morrison, Munro, 


Murney, Patrick, Polette, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, 
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Sanborn, Scatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, Whitney, 
and Wtlson.--(61.) 





NAYS. 

Messteurs Bourassa, Chapats, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. 
Dorion, Thomas Fortier, Huot, Laberge, Marchitldon, Papin, Pouliot, Prévost, 
Thibaudeau, Turcotte, and Valots.--(16.) 

So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 

The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being put, That Michael McCarty, 
Deputy Returning Officer for the Partsh of St. Urbain, at the late Election for 
the County of Saguenay, was privy to the fraudulent and illegal inscribing of 
names in the Poll-book of the satd Parish, and that he has been thereby guilty 
of a htgh misdemeanor, and of a gross breach of the privileges of thts House; 
the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as 
follow: -- 








YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, Cartier, 














Munro, Murney, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor General 
Ross, James Ross, Sanborn, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, 
and Turcotte.--(853.) 








(665) 
NAYS. 

Messteurs Bourassa, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. Dorton, 
Huot, Laberge, Marchildon, Papin, Prévost, Thibaudeau, and Valots.--(12.) 
So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 
The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, and the Question being put, That the said Michael 
McCarty be, for the satd offence, committed to the Common Gaol of the District 
of Quebec, for the term of ten days, and that Mr. Speaker do tissue his Warrant 
accordingly; the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken 
down, as follow:-- 








YEAS. 


Cauchon, Cayley, Chtsholm, Clarke, Cook, Jean B. Daoust, Delong, DeWitt, 


Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, Felton, Ferres, Ferrite, Foley, 








Meagher, Mongenats, Angus Morrtson, Munro, Murney, Patrick, Polette, Robtnson, 


Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Sanborn, Shaw, Soltcitor General 
Smith, Somerville, and Spence.--(54.) 


NAYS. 
Messieurs Bourassa, Chapats, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Jean B.E. 








Dorion, Huot, Laberge, Marchildon, Papin, Poulin, Poultot, Prévost, Thibaudeau, 
- Turcotte, and Valots.--(16.) 
So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 
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Mr. Turcotte moved, seconded by Mr. Poultot, and the Question being pro- 
posed, That leave, for a fortnight, be given to John McLaren to produce wtt- 
nesses tn support of hts defence; 

On motton of the Honorable Stir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond, the words "and that in the mean time the satd 
John MeLaren remain tn the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms" was added at the end 
of the Questton. 

Then the matn Questton, so amended, being put; 

Ordered, That leave, for a fortnight, be given to John McLaren to produce 
witnesses in support of hits defence, and that in the mean time the satd John 
MeLaren rematn tn the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms. 








Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by 
the Honorable Stir Allan Nv. MacNab, 
The House adjourned until Monday next. 





FOOTNOTES: 9 MARCH 1855. 
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MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 19 March 1855. 
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IBID. 
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DE PAVO,aeho) MaxrGhales 5. 

IBID. 
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IBID. 
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IBID. 

IBID. 

EBEDE 

GLOBE, 19 Mareh 1855. 
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BED 

LBnDs 

TPBEDs 
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IBID. 

BAD 

TB ED 

IBID. 

ISTE De 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 19 March 1855. 

REDE 

IBID. 

IBID. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 16 March 1855. This figure of "1200 legal voters" 
differs from the count provided in GLOBE, 19 March 1855. It is useful to 
note that TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 16 March 1855, is a commentary and not a 
news report. 

GLOBE, 19 March 1855. 

EBLDE 

IBID. 

LE PAYS, 15 Mareh 1855. 

EBEDE 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 19 March 1855. 

IBID. 

IISHIEID) 

Limo A Semi m Manche lS Dr. ; 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. This newspaper notes that Mr. Chauveau 
spoke in French here (see footnote 57) and a lengthy version of the speech 
is reported in LE PAYS, 15 March 1855. MORNING CHRONICLE summarizes his 
speech and several of these English remarks have been edited into LE PAYS, 
15 March 1855, as they add to the French account. 
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54. 
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56. 
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LE PAYS, 15 March 1855. 

IBID, 

IBID. 

IBID. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. 
LE PAYS, [5 March 1655. 


Be 
IBID. 
MONTREAL GAZETTE, 13 March 1855. TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 16 March 1855, adds 
in its commentary that: "It [Sir A.N. MacNab's speech] elicited, as did 


that of Mr. Drummond, the heartiest cheers from the Upper Canada section of 
the Opposition." 

LE PAYS, 15 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. This newspaper places Mr. Cameron's 
speech immediately after Mr. Drummond's speech and reports that he "... 
followed with similar arguments." LE PAYS, 15 March 1855, however, has 
Mr. Laberge following Mr. Drummond and alluding to certain of his remarks. 
Which member spoke after Mr. Drummond cannot be determined. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. 

IBID. 

TEID. 

LE PAYS, 15 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. In a commentary TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 
16 March 1855, states that: "Sir Allan MacNab, as the leader of the House, 
took the chief part in the judicial investigation..,. It [his speech] 
elicited, as did that of Mr. Drummond, the heartiest cheers from the Upper 
Canada section of the Opposition." 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 12 March 1855. 

IBID. 

TBID; 


MONDAY, 12 MARCH 1855. 


(666) 
THE Serjeant-at-Arms attending thts House reported, That itn obedience to 
Mr. Speaker's warrant, he had lodged the bodies of Michael McCarty, Edouard 
Tremblay, and Louis Lavote, in the Common Gaol of the District of Quebec; and 
also, that on removing the Prisoners from the Bar, on Saturday morning last, 
Antoine Guay, one of the number, escaped from hts custody, and was sttll at 
large. 





Mr. Speaker acquatnted the House, That he had a Notice served upon him thts 
day, on the part of Louts Lavote, one of the Prisoners confined in the Common 
Goal (sic) of the District “of Quebec, under the warrant issued by him on the 
10th instant, of an application by the satd Louis Lavote, to the Court of 
Queen's Bench and to the Superior Court for Lower Canada, for a Writ of Habeas 
Corpus ad subjictendum, together with coptes of the Petition of the said Louts 
Lavote, and other Documents in support of the said application. 











MR. BROWN enquired whether the attention of the Law Officers of the Crown 
had been diriected (sic) to this communication.! 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he had only heard of it this moment for the 
first time.? 


(666) 

Mr. Speaker latd before the House,--Returns from the Shertffs of the County 
of Stmeoe, and United Counties of York and Peel, received in pursuance of the 
Order of the House of the 8th November last. 

For the satd Returns, see Appendix (A.A.A.) 





The following Petitions were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By the Honorable Mr. Hincks,--The Petition of Colonel Thorndtke, of the 
Royal Artillery, President of the Canada Military Asylum, and others, Members of 
the Acting Commtttee of the satd Asylum. 

By Mr. Solicitor General Smith,--The Petition of John Newman and others, of 
the Township of Ernestown, United Counties of Frontenac, Lenox and Addington. 

By the Honorable Mr. Young,--The Petition of the Directresses and Lady Man- 
agers of the Universtty Lying-in Hospital of Montreal; and the Petttton of the 
Corporation of St. Mary's College of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr. Rolph,--The Petition of the Muntctpal Council of the 
County of Norfolk. 

By Mr. Clarke,--The Petition of the Municipality of the Village of Preston, 
tn the County of Waterloo. 

By the Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab,--The Petition of the Right Reverend 
the Lord Bishop of Quebec, and the Reverend John Cook, Minister of St. Andrew's 
Church, Quebec, on behalf of the Trustees of the Protestant Burying Ground in 
St. John Street, in the Suburbs of Quebec. 

By the Honorable Mr. Robinson,--The Petition of the Munictpal Counetl of the 
County of Stmcoe. 

By Mr. Loranger,--The Petition of the Corporation of the College of Chambly. 

By Mr. Rankin,--The Petition of John Prince, HEsqutre, and others, of the 
Township of Sandwich, County of Essex. 

By Mr. Patrick,--The Petttton of Prescott Division, Wo. 15, of the Order of 
the Sons of Temperance. 
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By Mr. Darehe,--The Petition of Joseph L'Heureux and others, of the Parish 
of St. Bruno, County of Chambly, Censttatres. 
By Mr. Bureau,--The Petitton of Jean Baptiste Gervats and others, of the 


Partsh of St. Istdore, County of Laprairie, Censttaires. 


(667) 

By Mr. Cooke,--The Petition of James Kelly and others, of the Township of 
Russell; and the Petitton of W. Winder, Esqutre, Librarian to the Legislative 
Assembly. \ 

By Mr. Matttee,--The Petition of Angus A.C. MeMiltlan and others, of the 
United Counttes of Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry. 

By Mr. Matheson,--The Petition of Jesse Delong, Esquire, and others, of the 
Village of Washtngton and its vicinity; and the Petttton of the Muntetpal Coun- 
etl of the County of Oxford. 

By Mr. Biggar,--The Petition of Samuel Fisher and others, of the Village of 
Mount Pleasant. 

By Mr. Daly,--The Petition of the Munictpal Council of the County of Perth. 

By the Honorable Mr. Merritt,--The Petition of the Niagara District Bank; 
the Petitton of the Muntctpality of the Townshtp of Louth; and the Petitton of 
the London Hotel Company. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cauchon,--The Petitton of the Reverend A. Gosselin and 
others, of St. Jean and other Parishes on the Island of Orleans. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cartier,--The Petition of the Reverend E. Durocher, 
Curé, and others, of the Partsh of Beloetl. - 
































Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 

Of E.d. Adams, Mayor, and G.J. Hamilton, Secretary, on behalf of a public 
meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of St. Catherines; of J. Woolverton and 
others, of the Township of Grimsby; of John Cochran and others; of Prince Albert 
Diviston, No. 39, of the Order of the Sons of Temperance; of George Barber and 
others, of the District of Johnstown; and of the Muntctpality of the Townshtp 
of Townsend, County of Norfolk; praying for the passing of a Prohibitory Ltquor 
Law. 

Of Alexander Cameron and others, of the Townshtp of Lochaber, County of 
Ottawa; praying that the Bill to prevent the traffic tn Intoxtcating Ltquors may 
become Law. 

Of the Muntetpal Counctl of the County of Essex; praying for a Charter to 
construct a Ratlroad from Amherstburg to St. Thomas. 

Of P.0.C. Dupuy, of the Parish of St. Paschal, County of Kamouraska, Mer- 
chant; and of Jean Thomas Béchard, of the Parish of St. Louis de Kamouraska, 
Notary; praying to be indemnified for expenses incurred in obeying the Order of 
this House of the 4th December last. 

Of Wtlltam Kidd and others, of the Township of Oxford, County of Grenville; 
and of the Muntcipality of the Township of Oxford, County of Grenville; praying 
that no alteration or separation may be effected with respect to the boundaries 
of the satd Townshtp of Oxford. 

Of Mrs. Lucite Bouchette, widow of the late Frederick Rolette, of the Par- 
tsh of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet; representing that the Pension at present 
allowed her by Government is insufficient for her wants, and praying relief. 

Of the Very Reverend F.G. Loranger, V.G., and others, members of the Sémt- 
natre de Nicolet; praying for aid in behalf of the said Institution. 

Of the Reverend J.0. Prince and others, of the Parish of St. Norbert 
d'Arthabaska; praying that the "Pointe d'Arthabaska" may not be annexed to the 
District of Quebec. 
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Of Levt Fowler and others, of the County of Elgin; praying for certain 
amendments to the Divtston Courts Act of 1850. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the County of Elgin; praying for certain amend- 
ments to the School Act of Upper Canada. 

Of Antoine R. Lafléche and others, of the Parish of Ste. Anne, in the County 
of Champlain, Censitaires; praying for certain amendments to the Seigniorial 
Tenure Act. 











(668) 

Of the Munteipality of the Township of Wainfleet; praying for certain amend- 
ments to the General Ratlway Act. 

Of James Sampson, M.D., and others, Medical Practitioners of the City of 
Kingston; praying for an aid for the erection of a building for the use of the 
Medtcal School in the satd City. 

Of the City of Kingston Water Works Company; praying for the passing of an 
Act to inerease the Capttal Stock of the said Company. 

Of the Reverend P.M. Mignault, Curé of Chambly; praying for aid to complete 
the Chambly College. — eo 

Of the Reverend. P.M. Mignault, Prestdent, and others, School Commissioners 
of the Parish of Chambly; representing that they have purchased property for the 
use of the School of the satd Parish, and praying for an aid to assist them in 
paying for the same. 

Of the Reverend J.D. Dezitel and others, of the Parish of Notre Dame de la 
Vietotre, County of Dorchester; praying for an aid in behalf of a College in the 
satd Parish. 

Of the Very Reverend Edouard Joseph Crevier, V.G., and Curé of Ste. Marte de 
Monnoir; representing that he has purchased a property and erected a building 
for the instruction of persons intended to become public teachers, and for the 
reception of infirm poor; and praying for an Act to authorize him to transfer 
the satd property and building to five Ladies to be incorporated as a Civil 
Corporation, under the style and title of La Communauté des Dames de la Provt- 
dence de St. Hyactnthe. -_ 

Of the Montreal Dispensary; praying for an aid. 

Of the Reverend T.B. Pelletter and others, of the Parish of Terrebonne, 
proprtetors of the College Masson; praying for atd tn behalf of the said 
Instttutton. 

Of the Reverend L. Proulx and others, of Ste. Marte and other places in the 
County of Beauce; praying for an atd to complete the butlding of, and to support 
an Academy for the educatton of young girls. 

Of the Right Reverend the Bishop of Three Rivers and others, members of the 
School Commtttee of the Town of Three Rivers; praying for an atd to repatr the 
Sehool House. 

Of Charles Symmes and others, of the County of Ottawa; representing that 
they are desirous of forming themselves into a body corporate for the purpose of 
butlding an Academy in the Village of Aylmer in the said County; and praytng for 
an Act of Incorporatton. 

Of the Very Reverend Edouard Crevier, V.G., and Curé of Ste. Marte de 
Monnotr; praying for an aid for the College in the satd Parish. 

Of Jean Marie Leclere and others, of the Parish of St. Patrice de la kivtére 























du Loup, County of Temtscouata; praying an atd to complete a Bridge over the 
River du Loup. 
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Of Augustin Morin and others, District of Kamouraska; praying payment for 
the amount for which they were taxed as Witnesses before the Commission for the 
trial of the Contested Electton for the County of Kamouraska. 

Of Robert Gillespte and others, of the County of Rouville; representing that 
they have been appointed Trustees for the purpose of establishing an Academy in 
the satd County; and praying for an Act of Incorporation, and also for atd. 

Of James Powles, Speaker, and others, the Chtefs and Sachems of the Stx 
Nations of Indtans restding on the Grand or River Ouse; praying that the Act 13 
[&] 14 Vie. cap. 74, may not be repeated. te & 











On motton of the Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Solicttor 
General Smith, nl 

Ordered, That the Petition of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Quebec, 
and of the Reverend John Cook, Minister of St. Andrew's Church, Quebec, on 


(669) 
behalf of the Trustees of the Protestant Burying Ground in St. John's Street, in 
the Suburbs of Quebec, be now received and read, and the Rules of this House 
suspended as regards the same. 

And the satd Petition was recetved and read; representing that the Pett- 
ttoners are ltable for a certatn amount upon the satd ground; and praying, that 
tn any Bill forbtdding Interment wtthin the said City, provision may be made 
for suitable compensation to all those whose rights may thereby be injurtously 


affected. 


Ordered, That the Petition of Alfred A. Baker and others, Clerks of Divt- 
ston Courts in the County of Wellington; and the Petition of Levi Fowler and 
others, of the County of Elgin, be referred to the Select Committee to which was 
referred the Bill to extend the Jurisdiction of the Divtston Courts in Upper 
Canada. 


Ordered, That the Petitton of Townsend Division, No. 141, of the Order of 
the Sons of Temperance, be referred to the Select Committee on Temperance. 











Mr. Marechildon moved, seconded by Mr. Darche, and the Questton being put, 
That the Petttton of Antoine R. Lafléche and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Anne, 
in the County of Champlain, Censttatres, praying for certain amendments to the 
Setgntortal Tenure Act, be printed for the use of the Members of this House; the 
House dtvitded:--And it passed in the Negative. 





The Honorable Mr. Cameron, from the Select Committee appointed to try and 
determine the matter of the Petttton complaining of an undue Electton and Return 
for the East Riding of the County of Brant, informed the House, That the Commit- 
tee had determined, 

That Dantel McKerltie, Esqutre, the Sitting Member, was not duly elected to 
represent the East Riding of the County of Brant at the last General Electton. 

That Davte Christie, Esquire, had the majority of legal votes at the said 
Election, and ought to have been returned as a Member to represent the satd 
Riding at the satd Electton. 

That netther the Petttton nor the Defence ts frivolous or vexatious. 

And the satd Determinations were ordered to be entered on the Journals of 
thts House. 

On motton of the Honorable Mr. Cameron, seconded by Mr. Crawford, 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery do attend this House forth- 
with, wtth the last Return for the Kast Riding of the County of Brant, and amend 
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the same by erasing the name of "Daniel McKerlie" and inserting the name of 
"David Christte" instead thereof. 

The Clerk of the Crown in Chaneery attended according to Order, and amended 
the Return for the East Riding of the County of Brant. 

David Christie, Esquire, Member for the East Riding of the County of Brant, 
having previously taken the Oath according to Law, and subscribed before the 
Commtsstoners the Roll containing the same, took his seat in the House. 











The Honorable Mr. Cameron, from the Standing Committee on Miscellaneous Pri- 
vate Bills, presented to the House the Twenty-second Report of the satd Commtt- 
tee; which was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Committee have examined the Bill to tneorporate the Congregation of the 
Catholies of Quebee speaking the English language, and have agreed to certain 
amendments, whtch they submit for the consideration of Your Honorable House. 

They have also examined the following Bills, and beg leave to report the 
same, wtthout amendment, vi2:-- 


(670) 

Bill to vest in Edward Shortis, of Toronto, Esquire, the Road or Concession 
allowances between Lots numbers fifteen and stxteen in the sixth Concession of 
the Townshtp of Thorah: 

Bill to authorize the Court of Chancery and the Courts of Queen's Bench 
and Common Pleas in Upper Canada to admit Bartholomew Galvin to practise as an 
Attorney. 

While reporting favorably upon the last menttoned Bill, the Committee would 
at the same time beg leave to recommend to Your Honorable House the passing of 
an Act to provide for the admtsston to practise in thts Province, of all persons 
duly admitted as Attorneys of the Courts in Great Britain, Ireland, or any of 
the British Colontes, upon fyling due proof of such admtsston, and to repeal 
the present Law which requires from such persons a service of three years under 
Articles in thts Province, before they are admitted to practise. 





Ordered, That the Bill to tnecorporate the Congregation of the Catholtes of 
Quebee speaking the English language, as reported from the Standing Commtttee on 
Miscellaneous Private Bills, be committed to a Committee of the whole House, for 
Wednesday next. 


Ordered, That the Bill to vest itn Edward Shortis, of Toronto, Esqutre, the 
Road or Concesston allowance between Lots numbers fifteen and sixteen .in the 
stxzth Concesston of the Townshtp of Thorah, be read the third time To-morrow. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron have leave to bring in a Bill to 
amend the Law for the admission of Attorneys and Solicttors to practise in the 
Superior Courts of Law and Equity in Upper Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Alleyn have leave to bring tn a Bill to tneorporate the 
St. Lawrence Assurance Company. 
JsecHe accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Returns from Sheriffs of Counties in Upper Canada, and 
Districts in Lower Canada, and also, from Police Magistrates of Cittes and Towns 





2133 


in the Province, laid before the House on the twenty-sixth of February last, be 
referred to the Select Committee on Temperance. 


Sur motion de MR. MACBETH, 3 


(670) 
Ordered, That the Petttton of the Muntctpal Council of the County of Elgin, 
be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 


Ordered, That Mr. Patrick have leave to bring in a Bill to ineorporate the 
Impertal Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Return relative to Emigration, presented on Wednesday 
last, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


MR. BUREAU propose la nomination d'un comité spécial pour prendre en consi- 
dération le rapport maintenant devant cette chambre touchant certaines diffi- 
cultés entre le seigneur de la seigneurie de Beauharnais, et certains habitants 
des comtés d'Hu[n]tingdon et Chateauguay relativement a un morceau de terre en 
litige entre le seigneur de Beauharnais et les dits habitants; avec pouvoir 
d'envoyer quérir personnes, papiers et records, et de faire rapport a4 cette 
chambre de tems en tems; le dit comité devant é6tre composé de MM. Somerville, 
Masson, DeWitt, Wilson et le moteur.4 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND demande au moteur quel est son intention en proposant 
ce comité.? 


MR. BUREAU.--L'objet de cette résolution est pour la nomination d'un comité 
qui sera chargé de faire un rapport au sujet de plusieurs mille acres de terre 
que j'ai raison de croire qu'on a soustraits au domaine public. L'étendue de ce 
territoire est au-dela de 32,000 acres, situé partie dans le comté d'Huntingdon 
et partie dans le comté de Chateauguay. C'est le seigneur de la seigneurie de 
Beauharnais qui veut accaparer ce territoire. Et partie de ce territoire est 
maintenant occupée par plus de 400 familles--l'autre partie n'est pas occupée. 
Le seigneur cherche a se faire connaitre comme propriétaire de ce terrain et il 
a déja fait prendre des titres a un grand nombre de ces familles, auxquelles il 
a fait payer “des® terres jusdu'’a’ dix *piastres) l'arpent en, superficies acamules 
terres qui sont occupées ont beaucoup de valeur, les habitants les ont mis[es] 
en état de culture, y ont érigé des maisons, des granges et autres batisses, et 
ils préférent le plus souvent se soustraire a une poursuite vexatoire, que de 
risquer un procés dont ils ne verraient probablement pas la fin. 

Le principal fait que je voulais constater etait de savoirjsi, le seigneur 
n'a point acquis ou non par lettres patentes le territoire en question?. 

Le premier document de l'adresse maintenant devant cette chambre est le 
titre de concession qui accorde au marquis de Beauharnais, le 12 avril 1729 a 
titre de fief et seigneurie, une étendue de terre de six lieux quarrées. Main- 
tenant cette seigneurie ne doit plus avoir cette étendue, car en référant au 
document 6e de cette adresse, qui est un rapport de l'arpenteur général de cette 
province en date du 13 novembre 1820, il est établi que la ligne de l'ouest de 
cette seigneurie n'ayant que 5 lieues et 64 perches, au lieu de 6 lieues, on 
accorda comme compensation au seigneur de Beauharnais 4,000 arpents de terre 
dans le township de Clifton (mais il parait que le seigneur a été plus heureux, 
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car il a eu 80,000 arpents de terre.) Le seigneur de Beauharnais a donc fait 
un €change avec le gouvernement en considération du déficit qui doit se trouver 
dans cette ligne. 

Ce rapport du 13 novembre 1820 constate aussi un excédant de 16,000 acres 
de terre que le seigneur de Beauharnais possédait de plus que ne lui en accorde 
son titre primitif en date du 12 avril 1729. Ce rapport se trouve aussi men- 
tionné dans une lettre de l'arpenteur général au Lt. Col. Yorke, alors secré- 
taire civil. Je référe au 7e document de l'adresse déja mentionnée. 

Le 8e document en date du 14 mars 1830 fait un exposé fidéle des erreurs 
qui ont fait accaparer au seigneur de Beauharnais 16,000 arpents de terres joi- 
gnant le township de Hemmingford outre un surplus joignant les townships de 
Hinchinbrooke et Godmanchester. Le tout doit faire, comme je viens de le dire, 
au-dela de 32,000 arpents de terre--si je dois m'en rapporter au rapport des 
deux arpenteurs jurés MM. Barette et Lalaune. 

Je ne suivrai pas toute la correspondance qui a eu lieu entre le gouver- 
nement et les habitants qui occupent ces terres; le simple exposé des faits 
SUeeneltecls Maintenant il me suffira de dire que le document 19e doit prouver 
clairement qu'en effet le seigneur de Beauharnais a voulu soustraire un ter- 
ritoire qui ne lui appartient point, car aprés une vigoureuse contestation 
devant un tribunal judiciaire, la Cour du Banc de la Reine du district de 
Montréal décide que le terrain en litige est hors des limites de la seigneurie 
de Beauharnais, dans une cause du seigneur de Beauharnais contre John Manning de 
Russeltown. Je référe aussi a l’affidavit de M. Barette, ou des arpenteurs de 
cette province, qui a exploré les limites de la seigneurie de Beauharnais et le 
territoire en litige dans la cause de Manning. Cet affidavit fait partie du 66e 
document. 

Le 10 avril 1831 une requéte de James Duncan et de 421 autres pétitionnaires 
sollicite de nouveau le réglement de la question du terrain en litige. C'est le 
document lle de l'adresse. 

Le 23 mai 1831, un rapport du conseil exécutif avise Son Excellence de ne 
pas faire droit a cette pétition, tel que constaté par le document l5e de ce 
rapport, s'appuyant d'un procés verbal d'arpenteurs du 24 septembre 1830 de 
MM. Stevens et Arcand. Je remarquerai que le conseil exécutif n'avait proba- 
blement pas lu ce procés verbal avec attention, puisque ce procés verbal n'est 
intervenu que pour régler certaines difficultés entre la Couronne et le Clergé 
protestant d'une part, et le seigneur de la seigneurie de Beauharnais, de l'au- 
tre part3;. car, ce procés verbal n'a d'autre objet "que de renouveler et retracer 


par M. Kilbourn en 1793-94." Voyez le document lle de ce rapport. 

ete MM. Arcand et Steven n'avaient donc point d'autre pouvoir que de relever une 
vieille ligne que le rapport de l'arpenteur général déja cité en date du 14 mars 
1830 déclare incorrecte. 

Comme il est facile de le voir, le gouvernement n'a pas encore disposé du 
territoire en litige. 

He lOemal L1e33~ en vertw de) b'actesimpérial. 6 George sLV.,9:chap.y345 Le \sei- 
gneur de Beauharnais obtient une tenure et franc et commun soccage des terres de 
sa seigneurie non encore concédé[e]s. 

Le seigneur de Beauharnais crut l'occasion favorable pour accaparer le ter- 
rain en litige, mais les lettres de commutation n'ont pu et ne peuvent obtenir 
cet objet puisqu'elles ne font mention que des terres non concédées dans les 
limites de la seigneurie de Beauharnais. Il n'en pouvait @6tre autrement aux 
termes de l'acte impérial déja cité. 
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Cependant il ne sera peut-étre pas sans importance de dire ici que le sei- 
gneur de Beauharnais ou le gouvernement en donnant la description de la seigneu- 
rie de Beauharnais dans le titre de commutation décrit les limites de cette 
seigneurie dans onze différents lots et le (sic) fait comprendre une étendue de 
terrain plus considérable que n'en donne le titre primitif. 

Mais ce qu'il y a de plus ingénieux est un rapport péniblement élaboré du 
conseil exécutif en date du 21 décembre 1832 qui finit par conclure qu'il ne 
peut point y avoir de terrain appartenant a la Couronne, parce que le gouverne- 
ment a déja donné 6,600 acres de terre au seigneur de Beauharnais pour un défi- 
cit qui s'est trouvé dans cette seigneurie. Voyez le document 40 de ce rapport. 
En 1832, le gouvernement exécutif voulait bien croire qu'il y eut un territoire 
trés important appartenant au domaine public. 

Peu de temps aprés l'obtention des lettres de eommuaaeieut le seigneur de 
Beauharnais, croyant avoir acquis un nouveau territoire, s'adresse au gouver- 
nement pour obtenir lL'intervention de la Couronne pour expulser certains pro- 
priétaires qui occupaient le territoire en litige et spécialement le nommé John 
Manning, qui avait établi qu'il était hors des limites de la seigneurie de Beau- 
harnais, par le jugement dont j'ai déja fait mention. Cette requéte est le 49e 
document de l'adresse. Quel fut le résultat de cette adresse? C'est: que dans 
le mois de septembre 1843 Son Excellence en réponse a cette pétition dit que 
le seigneur de Beauharnais par son titre de commutation n'a pas droit a plus de 
terrain que ne lui en accorde son titre primitif. Voyez documents 50-5l. 

Le document 55e de l'adresse est une lettre trés naive en date du 27 juillet 
1846, de la part de l'agent du seigneur qui informe le gouvernement que la des- 
cription de la seigneurie de Beauharnais dans le titre de commutation comprend 
tout le territoire en litige, et sollicite le gouvernement de déclarer qu'il n'a 
aucune prétention au territoire en litige, vu que les habitants de ce terri- 
toire, une fois assurés qu'ils ne paieraient pas deux fois, reconnaitraient le 
seigneur de Beauharnais, et que la difficulté serait définitivement réglée. Si 
l'exécutif consentit a une pareille proposition ca n'eiit pas l'effet désiré par 
le seigneur de Beauharnais, car les nouvelles persécutions du seigneur susci- 
térent de nouvelles représentations de la part des familles persécutées par le 
seigneur. Le seigneur pressa activement l'intervention du gouvernement que 
lord Metcalf avait justement refusée au seigneur, pour les motifs mentionnés 
dans la lettre du secrétaire provincial. Enfin ce ne fut que le 20 octobre 1852 
que le seigneur de Beauharnais obtint l'intervention de la couronne. Le droit 
d'intervention fut donc accordé au seigneur, au nom de la couronne, mais la 
couronne, bien entendu, ne veut point 6tre tenue a aucun prix et se réserve le 
droit d'étre consultée avant l'institution d'aucune action. Voyez le document 
70e, ce droit d'intervention ne doit s'exercer que pour la seigneurie de Beau- 
harnais d'aprés le titre primitif de propriété. 

M. l'Orateur, il résulte de l'ensemble des documents de cette adresse que 
le seigneur de Beauharnais s'est approprié illégalement le terrain en litige-- 
puisque l'’existence de ce territoire est incontestable et que le seigneur n'a 
pas de titre translatif de propriété pour ce territoire--ou que l'exécutif par 
motif de libéralité, ou par ignorance des faits n'a pas jugé a propos de s'occu- 
per de ce territoire qui se trouve soustrait au. domaine des terres publiques 
pour le profit du seigneur de Beauharnais.® 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND dit qu'il voit que l'hon. membre veut faire régler une 
question en litige entre les seigneurs de Beauharnais et les censitaires, pen- 
dant que cette question est pendante devant les cours de justice: par consé- 
quent la chambre n'a pas le droit de se subs[t]ituer aux cours et ne doit pas 
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nommer ce comité. Ceux qui se sont établis sur les terres en litige veulent 
obtenir un titre de propriété, mais il n'appartient pas a l'exécutif de se méler 
de cette affaire, parce que la couronne a déja déclaré depuis plusieurs années 
qu'elle ne réclamait aucun droit a ces terres. I1 ne veut pas d'un comité qui 
interviendra dans les affaires des tribunaux. Si l'hon. membre pour Napierville 
peut prouver, comme il le dit, que ces terres appartiennent a la couronne, qu'il 
aille devant les tribunaux et qu'il fasse sa preuve. Cela réglera l'affaire. 
Mais comme ce n'est qu'une question de limites qui est en jeu, la chambre ne 
doit pas s'en occuper.’ 


MR. BUREAU convient que la chambre ne doit pas intervenir dans les affaires 
pendantes devant les cours de justice, entre les censitaires et les seigneurs 
de Beauharnais,--mais comme il y a un grand nombre de ces terres qui ne sont 
pas; occupees, il veut savoir s'il. faut les laisser aux seigneurs. Gest pour 
cela aussi qu'il veut nommer un comité. Si le gouvernement veut lui donner le 
droit de poursuivre au nom de la couronne, il le fera a ses propres frais, mais 
aujourd'hui les habitants de ces localités n'ont pas le droit de poursuivre, ni 
de faire faire l'arpentage par les seigneurs. Si le gouvernement ne craint pas 
l'enquéte dans cette affaire, pourquoi la refuser?8 


MR. DEWITT parle en faveur de la motion. ? 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD se prononce en faveur de la motion, afin que le comité 
puisse faire un rapport qui aura l'effet de faire intervenir la couronne, si 
elle a droit a ces terres, en poursuivant les seigneurs de Beauharnais pour 
les recouvrer. I1 trouve étonnant que cette affaire soit devant les tribunaux 
depuis si longtems sans é@tre décidée. Puisque la couronne a déclaré en 1843, 
comme on le voit par l'un des documents, que les seigneurs n'avaient pas droit 4a 
ces terres, pourquoi les leur laisser? La chambre a le droit de savoir si ces 
terres appartiennent aux seigneurs de Beauharnais ou a la couronne, et en consé- 
quence il votera pour la nomination du comité,10 


MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS parle contre la motion, parce que la couronne n'a rien 
aA voir dans cette affaire; les terres appartiennent au seigneur et non a la cou- 
ronne. Cela a été décidé par un arpentage qui a été fait par le seigneur et la 
couronne. !1 


MR. PAPIN.--Le solliciteur-général et le procureur-général nous disent que 


la couronne n'a rien a faire dans cette question; elle n'est donc pas inter- 
venue? 12 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND explique que le seigneur a eu la permission d'inter- 
venir au nom de la couronne, afin de faire garantir les titres de ces terres a 
ceux a qui ils appartiennent. Il répéte que les terres appartiennent au sei- 
gneur. I1 sait que cette opinion est contraire a celle qui fut exprimée par la 
couronne en 1848, mais c'est qu'elle était alors mal: fondée. I1 a été dans le 
tems consulté sur cette affaire comme avocat, et c'est pour cela qu'il s'est 
abstenu de faire un rapport depuis qu'il est au gouvernement. I1 est bien 
d'avis que ces 40,000 arpents de terres appartiennent au seigneur de Beauhar- 
Nais, parce que les avocats étaient de cet avis, et la couronne nia ELemia vy 
WOE 


MR. PAPIN pense qu'il ne s'agit pas de décider du droit de propriété, mais 
que le but de l'hon. membre pour Napierville est seulement de savoir si ces 
terres appartiennent a la couronne ou au seigneur, et le gouvernement ne peut 
pas s'opposer a ce que la chambre fasse une enquéte pour s'enm assurer. «di hon. 


ZU 


procureur-général prétend que ces terres appartiennent au seigneur. Dans ce 
cas, quel mal y aurait-il a s'en enquérir et de faire faire un arpentage qui 
réglerait la question? Si le comité le recommande, on fera faire un arpentage, 
et on viendra peut @6tre par ce moyen a faire décider a qui ces terres appar- 
tiennent. Le comité n'aura pour but que de décider si la couronne n'a pas un 
intérét dans cette affaire, et non pas de décider du droit de propriété entre le 
seigneur et les occupants du terrain en litige.!4 


MR. LORANGER se prononce contre la motion parce que c'est une question 
de limites, et que le comité ne pourra jamais la régler, et aussi parce que 
l'affaire est devant les tribunaux.!9 


MR. TURCOTTE dit que méme dans le cas ou ce ne serait qu'une question de 
limites, le comité devrait encore &tre nommé, parce que les habitants des terres 
en litige n'ont pas le droit de forcer le seigneur a faire faire un arpentage, 
tandis que la couronne ace droit. Il y a eu un tems ot les seigneurs de Beau- 
harnais avaient beaucoup d'influence, puisqu'ils ont pu faire passer une ligne 
1a of ils ont voulu, et 22 parait quills en ont encore beaucoup, puisque. Ve 
gouvernement déclare aujourd'hui qu'ils ont un droit qui leur a toujours été 
nié. Le comité déterminera si ces seigneurs ont droit a ces terres, et ce sera 
un grand point de gagné, parce que cela mettra une fin a la persécution qui se 
poursuit depuis si longtems contre les habitants de St. Jean-Chrysost6me--et 
cela serait une raison suffisante pour le faire nommer. Dans tous les cas, il 
ne peut résulter aucun dommage de la nomination de ce comité, mais il ne peut en 
résulter que du bien; en conséquence il votera en faveur de la motion. !6 


(670) 

Mr. Bureau moved, seconded by Mr. Valots, and the Question being put, That 
the Return relative to a tract of land in dispute between the Inhabttants 
of Russelltown and the Seignitor of Beauharnots, presented on the seventh of 
November last, be referred to a Select Committee, composed of Mr. Somervtlle, 


(621) 
Mr. Masson, Mr. DeWitt, Mr. Wilson, and the mover, to report thereon wtth all 
conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers and records; the House 
divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bourassa, Brown, Bureau, Chauveau, Chrtistte, Cooke, Daly, 


Darche, DeWitt, Antoine A. Dorion, Dufresne, Fergusson, Ferrie, Foley, Thomas 
Fortter, Frazer, Galt, Hartman, Huot, Jobin, Laberge, John S. Macdonald, 


Roderick McDonald, Mackenzie, Marchildon, Masson, Mattice, Merritt, Munro, 


Murney, Papin, Poulin, Prévost, Rolph, Sceatcherd, Turcotte, Valots, Wtlson, 
Wrtght, and Young.--(41.) 














NAYS. 
Messteurs Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Brodeur, Cameron, Cartier, Cauchon, 
Cayley, Chabot, Chapais, Chisholm, Chureh, Clarke, Cook, Crawford, Crysler, 
Delong, Desaulniters, Dionne, Attorney General Drummond, Felton, Octave C. 
Fortter, Gamble, Gould, Hineks, Laporte, LeBoutillter, Lemieux, Loranger, 
Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Str A.N. MacNab, Matheson, 
Meagher, Mongenais, Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, O'Farrell, Patrick, 


Powell, Rankin, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, 




















Yetlding.--(54.) 


So tt passed in the Negative. 


2138 


Ordered, That Mr. Guévremont have leave to bring in a Bill to exempt County 
Muntetpalittes from all charges and taxes for the maintenance of Public Roads 
within the limits of the Munictpalities of Incorporated Towns, Boroughs, and 
Villages. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday the twenty-stxth instant. 


Ordered, That Mr. LeBoutillier have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a 
Regtstry Office at the Port of Amherst, in the Magdalen Islands, in the County 
of Gaspé. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Alleyn have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Law of 
Evidence in Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





(672) ; 
On motton of the Honorable John Sandfield Macdonald, seconded by 
Mr. Hartman, 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry) in moving for this address desired to bring 
under the notice of the House and of the country, as well the particular trans- 
action to which the motion has relevence (sic), as the charge which rumour says 
has been adopted in the Crown Land Department in relation to a certain rejected 
land claim, of which the one under notice may be regarded as the first recog- 
nition, for many years past, by the Executive Council, of the class adverted 
to. It would appear that one Oliver Everts about the year 1795, obtained a 
patent for 500 acres of land in Upper Canada, for services in the Commissariat 
Department. In 1798 he applied for 1,500 acres more as a settler, which was 
ordered to him at 6s. sterling per acre,!’ [OR] at 7s. an acre!8, and £1 4s. 
for each 200 acres for surveying fees.'9 (Cries of "7s. an acre!") Yes, and 
the question was not so much as to that 1500 acres, but whether claims which 
were assumed to be dead should be renovated again and made on the Province of 
from 150,000 to 200,000 acres of land to settle them.29 Nothing more was done 
till about 182021 LOR Teas la 1824,22 when the application was again renewed, 
but no actual location was made. In 1834, George Everts, son of Oliver, peti- 
tions that 1,500 be located in the name of his father, in order that he might 
claim it under the Heir and Devise Commission. He could not say what was done 
on this application23. The claim passed from the son of Eberts (sic), to 
Mr. H. Sherwood, and then to Mr. C. Gamble.24 In 1844, Clarke Gamble, Esq, of 
Toronto, as assignee of George Everts, petitions the Draper Administration, 
under Lord Metcalfe, to have the claim recognized with a view to convert the 
same into scrip or land. It would appear that by a report of a committee of the 
Executive Council the claim was rejected as entirely inadmissible; and so rested 
the case until the advent of the present administration, and now it would seem 
that the repudiated claim has been recognized within the past few days, and that 
Mr. Gamble is permitted to purchase any lands belonging to the Crown in this 
province at the price of one shilling per acre (Hear, hear.) 


MR. BROWN.--Surely the honourable member is mistaken; not at a shilling!26 
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[MR. J.S. MACDONALD continued:] Yes--that is the decision of the Executive 
as he (Mr. Macdonald) has been informed. Having stated the case this far, he 
desired to explain that the Land Act of 1841, which authorized the conversion of 
land claims into scrip, had for its object the complete shutting out of unlo- 
cated rights such as Mr. Gamble's, and admitted only those belonging to the 
militia, United Empire Loyalists and the military, provided they were filed 
and made before the lst January, 1843 and not otherwise. It was, therefore, 
when the operation of this act was well understood by its framer, Judge Draper, 
that, in 1844, his claim was rejected--and claims such as that of Oliver Everts, 
founded on an order in Council, attaching certain conditions which were never 
carried out, ought not, after 45 years, to be regarded as entitling the assignee 
to either scrip or land, and the Legislature merely enacted the law which 
excluded such claims. He would take leave to call the attention of the House 
to the Land Act of 1853 the third section of which provided "that hereafter, no 
claim for land, not now actually located shall be entertained, whether arising 
from militia, United Empire Loyalists or military rights," and then ask how in 
the face of this positive prohibitory clause, the Government took upon them- 
selves to recognize the claim of Mr. Gamble as entitled to be rewarded by. a per- 
mission to purchase the 1,500 acres at the low price mentioned. He would only 
say, that if the door is to be opened to such claims, and he hoped not, it would 
require at least 100,000 acres to satisfy and extinguish them.2/ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON thought the hon. member, before giving his opin- 
ion on the question itself, should have waited till the papers were before the 
House and expressed his opinion on those papers. But the Government had no 
objection to giving all the information they had to the country. He did not 
think, however, that it was necessary to discuss the question now. He thought 
it altogether a false principle laid down by the hon. member that no claim could 
be renewed, after being once rejected. Suppose the hon. gentleman himself had 
a claim rejected by the government from want of sufficient information would he 
think it wrong in them to entertain information in regard to it228 


MR. BROWN.--Surely the Government will not allow the matter to go before 
the public in this shape, without anything approaching to an explanation being 
given. (Hear, hear.) If they allow so serious a charge to go to the country 
thus uncontradicted, they need not complain if severe comments are made upon 
it. If an answer can be made to it, we should hear it now. (Hear, hear.) The 
charge made by my hon. friend the member for Glengary is, that the moment the 
present Government got into office, they hunted up a claim rejected twelve years 
before, and issued an order in favour of a political friend of their own, - ena- 
bling him to purchase a large tract of public land at ls per acre--and is this a 
charge to be sent to the country as if it were a matter of mere ordinary occur- 
rence requiring no explanation? It is due to the country, and to this House, 
not less than to the Government that some information should be afforded beyond 
merely telling us to: wait for the papers. (Hear, hear.)2? : 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON repeated that it was unfair to discuss the mat- 
ter, till the House was in possession of the papers which would be brought down 
without delay.20 The hon. gentleman had no right to prejudge the case.3! 


MR. BROWN knew nothing about the matter, but he thought the Government 
should be prepared to give the information when asked for it.32 The public 
will draw their own conclusions.22 
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MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON: The Government knows all about the matter, and 
when the papers come before the House, the hon. gentleman, if he sees anything 
wrong, will have an opportunity of speaking about it. If the papers had been 
refused, it would have been well enough for him to find fault.34 


(6727 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he will be pleased to cause to be laid before thts House, 
coptes of all Orders of Council, and of all Correspondence and Official Reports, 
touching a certain clatm of Clarke Gamble, for Serip and Land, founded on the 
ortginal clatm of the late Oliver Everts for fifteen hundred acres of the Crown 
Domatn. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH, seconded by MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB moved to add 
Mr. Loranger to the committee appointed to investigate the charges made against 
the late administration.2>° [He] said that much had been said about the inaction 
of the Committee appointed to investigate the charges against the late Admin- 
istration. Now one of the members had ceased to be so by his ceasing to be a 
member of the House. It was true that being re-elected the member for Levi 
(Mr. Lemieux) might be re-appointed to the Committee, but his occupations as a 
Minister of the Crown were so numerous that it was thought better to appoint 
another person in his place.36 He took the liberty of naming Mr. Loranger, a 
Lower Canada member, in his stead. He had received a communication from the 
hon. gentleman, the chairman of the committee, Mr. Sidney Smith, stating that he 
would be in Prescott to-morrow, and be here the day after to-morrow, when the 
committee could at once resume its sittings.3/ 


MR. BROWN thought it would be better to delay filling up the vacancy in the 
committee till the chairman returned, when a suggestion might properly come from 
the committee itself. He did not think that the usual courtesy had been shown 
the committee in this matter. What right had the Solicitor General to fill up 
the vacancy in the committee? Was it as a member of the Government? For his 
(Mr. Brown's) own part, he would prefer that the Hon. Commissioner of Public 
Works should be again placed on the committee rather than that a new member 
should be put on after the proceedings had commenced.28 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH was surprised at being accused of a want of courtesy 
to the House.--He denied the statement of the honorable gentleman that the Com- 
mittee had anything to do with the naming of an additional member. It was the 
business of the House to do so.2? 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said it had not been thought advisable that 
Mr. Lemieux, now that he had become a member of the Government, should continue 
on the committee.49 The hon. member for Lambton spoke of the inaction of the 
committee and then objected to a motion that would remedy it.4l 


MR. BROWN expressed his astonishment that the Government should not assume 
more responsibility than they did in the matter. They had moved the committee, 
and had the actual control and management of it, and yet they tried to divest 
themselves of all responsibility. (Hear, hear.) They had the whole thing in 
their own hands, and so managed matters that it was impossible to get a meeting 
of the committee; and yet they coolly demanded--why don't you inquire--why don't 
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you establish the charges? (Hear, hear.) He would like the responsibility to 
be brought home to them by the commissioner of Public Works being kept on the 
committee. (Hear, hear.)42 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX.--It is really impossible. I cannot serve on 
the committee, and attend to my other duties.43 


MR. GALT was surprised that there should be so much difficulty in organizing 
this committee, or obtaining any report from them. On the last day of the for- 
mer portion of the session he had called the attention of the Government to the 
fact that the committee had been organized for nearly three months and no report 
had been submitted by them to the House, and it did seem to be an extraordinary 
thing that charges sufficient to turn a ministry out of office were deemed of so 
little importance by the new administration who had obtained their seats through 
these charges, that day after day and week after week should still be allowed to 
pass over without the committee meeting. It was an easy thing to say that the 
hon. member for Lambton ought to substantiate the charges, but the members of 
the existing administration had brought those charges quite as strongly as the 
member for Lambton, and they were the more called upon to prove those charges 
because they had reaped the benefit of them. (Hear, hear.) By those charges 
they turned the former administration out of office, and now they occupy the 
benches which those gentlemen formerly occupied, but now it seemed a matter of 
perfect indifference to them whether the matter was prosecuted further or not. 
(Hear, hear.) So far as present appearances went, it seemed that. the committee 
would last as long as the Parliament itself. He asked was this giving fair play 
to the parties most deeply interested? For “his “(Mr/*Galt's)” own’ part’ he “nad 
said repeatedly that he considered some of those charges at least, were not 
founded on fact, and he thought it an injury to the country that those charges 
should continue to be held over the heads of those gentlemen, who were still 
supporters of the Government, by a committee appointed at the instance of the 
Government, and that the country should be deprived of the services of those 
gentlemen, while those charges were allowed to hang over them. The hon. member 
for Lambton said he had been unable to obtain a meeting of the committee. He 
would like to know when this could be had. Members of the administration had 
told them that the whole public morality of the country was being deteriorated, 
while these gentlemen, guilty of such conduct, remained in office, and now when 
they had the opportunity of substantiating their charges, by a committee nomi- 
nated by themselves, they seemed to be perfectly indifferent whether the inves- 
tigation was proceeded with or not.44 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Did not the House nominate the committee?45 


MR. GALT.--Yes! The House under the direction of the gallant knight, and it 
was the Solicitor General who moved the appointment of the Committee, and now 
the filling up of this vacancy, evidently recognizes the responsibility of the 
Government.4® He thought it would be much better that Mr. Lemieux should remain 
on the Committee; but if it were changed, or if [it] were not changed, he hoped 
it would proceed to business.4/ 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said the investigation had been entered upon, 
not so much at the instance of the present, as of the late administration. If 
he remembered rightly, in the other branch of the Legislature, it was a mem- 
ber of the late administration who actually moved for the committee, and in 
this House, at the beginning of the present Parliament, it was the hon. member 
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charged with corruption who demanded an investigation as an act of justice to 
themselves. The Solicitor General, as a member of this House, moved a commit- 
tee, and the House nominated it.48 It was said the committee was under the con- 
trol of the government, and of course the head of the ministry influenced the 
majority of the House, but that was all he had to do with it.49 But the most 
extraordinary thing about the matter was the indignation shown by the hon. mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke at the delay which had taken place. Now where had been the 
delay? As had been formerly explained, certain questions having been forwarded 
to England, at the instance of the hon. member for Lambton, no report could be 
made before the recess, which accounted for any delay there had been up to the 
2ST Or February 9. 


The House adjourned until 7 o'clock.°! 


MR. MACKENZIE.--Mr. Speaker, the rule says that at 7 o'clock the House shall 
take up the orders of the day.>2 


MR. SIGOITTE the SPEAKER read the rule.3 
MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--It is all the same to me. 4 


After a short conversation in which the hon. MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND, 
MR. MACKENZIE, MR. GALT and others took part--?? 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD proceeded,--such was the anxiety of his hon. 
friend the member for Sherbrooke, for those hon. gentlemen over whose heads 
those charges of corruption were hanging, that he really thought it unfair and 
unjust towards them, however, that could not be--those gentlemen could not be 
acquitted honorably as .his honorable friend wished--for the hon. member for 
Lambton one of the Committee had not arrived till Tuesday last.2© Now he would 
ask ... if the reasonable request of the member for Lambton that this evidence 
should be got from England had been refused, to enable the committee to report 
earlier--whether there would not have been some reason for the complaint already 
made without good ground, that the Government had constituted a committee merely 
for the purpose of whitewashing the late administration. One thing was clear, 
that they heard no complaints of delay on the part of those most interested in 
the matter, whose characters were now on trial (Hear, hear.)>/ Now, the hon. 
gentleman had five days during which he could have acted, and yet he complains. 
However, hon. gentlemen may be a little puzzled how to act28, The only com- 
plaints came from the hon. member for Sherbrooke, who said the accused parties 
were innocent and from the hon. member for Lambton who wanted to have them found 
guilty. And it was very odd that the member for Lambton complained of not being 
able to get his committee together, when he only arrived in Quebec himself a 
week ago. The chairman of the committee, Mr. Smith, had not got down on account 
of his health, the senior member for Montreal22, Mr. Dorion®9, only arrived 
to-day (no! no!), and Mr. Lemieux by accepting office, lost his seat in the com- 
mittee altogether. Therefore there only remained the Solicitor General, who 
was accused of having moved the committee as a mere pretext, the member for 
Brockville [Mr. Crawford], who every one knew was a Grand Trunk man, and the 
member for South Simcoe [Mr. Robinson], one of the old family compact®! [oR] a 
Grand Trunk man®2, and if these three had set to work without their colleagues, 
it would have been said that they had laid a plot to whitewash the late admin- 
istration. Another reason for the delay was that the evidence from England 
had arrived, addressed to the chairman, Mr. Sidney Smith, and it had not been 
thought proper to open it in his absence. He believed the committee had been 
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fairly and honestly chosen, and his only objection to it was the placing on it 
the name of the hon. member for Lambton. A more zealous, able, and competent 
person to sit on any committee there could not be than the member for Lambton, 
but that hon. member having placed himself in some degree in the position of a 
public accuser in this matter, he could not very well assume at the same time 
the incompatible position of being a judge. Before sitting down, he would just 
ask his hon. friend from Sherbrooke (Mr. Galt) one question. He said the pres- 
ent administration owed their places to the charges of corruption against the 
last. He (Mr. M) denied this, believing that they owed their places to the 
majority of the votes of the Legislature. But the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
gave a vote the same as his (Mr. M's) on that occasion. He wished to know if 
that vote of the hon. member was based on the corruption of the late adminis-— 
tration? The true cause of the resignation of the late administration, and the 
advent of the present, was not so much the pressure of foes as the desertion of 
friends. 63 


MR. MURNEY.--The speech of the Honorable Attorney General is a most extraor- 
dinary one. The charges against the hon. member for Renfrew, instead of pro- 
ceeding from the Opposition to the present Government, came from the very 
treasury benches opposite. It was not his intention to go into any charges 
affecting, in the slightest measure, the ex-Inspector General. He did not 
believe that these charges were half as strong as the Ministry had endeavored 
to make out, and particularly that member of the Administration that had last 
spoken. ©4 (Hear, hear.)®9 The Attorney General West had not only done his best 
in Parliament to arouse public opinion against the hon. member for Renfrew, but 
he had influenced the press of Upper Canada against him,©6 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--How did I instigate the press?®/ 


MR. MURNEY.--Is it possible we can forget what took place? It is only a few 
months ago. Is it possible we can forget it in so short a time? (Hear, hear.) 
I say the charges affecting the character of the Inspector General came from 
those gentlemen, when they were in opposition, and when they tried to make 
political capital out of his destruction. Do we not all know it, and do they 
not know it very well themselves? (Hear, hear.) 68 The strong Government, 
formed on the defeat of the Hincks-Rolph administration was to last for years; 
but where are they now? They are tumbling to pieces one after another.°9 To- 
day all were scattered. One was a judge, another a chief commissioner, another 
just what he chose to be./9 He must confess the improvements that had since 
taken place were to be admired; but could not help looking back, the charges 
were so plainly, so unmistakeably made.’ We were all witnesses of the farce 
that occurred at the beginning of the session, on the appointment of this 
committee. The Solicitor General became public prosecuter (sic), to prosecute 
the charges against the late Inspector General. And in fulfilment of this task 
he came forward and tried to force upon this House a certain committee. But did 
we not see the whole plan and plot, how the intention was to give a most partial 
colouring in favour of the late administration?/2 The hon. gentlemen who had 
secured themselves positions by exclaiming about the corruptions of the late 
administration were afraid that the charges which they had themselves made, 
would not be substantiated, and they had gone from bench to bench, and from 
member to member with packing a Committee.’? When the member for Lambton's name 
was mentioned, did we not see the Solicitor-General and every other member of 
the administration running east and west, north and south, to every corner of 
the House, endeavouring to prevent his nomination by getting Messrs. A, B, C, 
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and D, to vote for Mr. So and So? (Hear, hear.)/4 They had virtually attempted 
to clear the very person whom they had so bitterly accused even at their own 
expense. But we are told that the Chairman of the Committee is absent from 
illness. Why is it if ill-health prevents the Chairman from being present, 
that the Government do not come forward and name a successor? (Hear, hear, and 
laughter.) He could not understand why the Government themselves did not go on 
with a matter in which they were so seriously winded up./> I say the charges 
brought against the late administration were brought by those gentlemen now 
occupying their places on the treasury benches, and it is their duty to have the 
matter prosecuted to a close as speedily as possible. (Hear, hear.)/6 


MR. WILSON had not been present when the Attorney General delivered his 
celebrated speech in opposition to the late Ministry, and in allusion to the 
corruptions with which that ministry had been charged. // [He] said that possibly 
being comfortably seated on the treasury benches made people forgetful of the 
past. But he held in his hand what purported to be a speech of the Attorney 
General, when Mr. Macdonald of Kingston sat on this side of the house, and he 
would like to know if it really was his speech. Et swasi, = Mr. Macdonalds on 
this side of the house was very different from Attorney General Macdonald on 
that side of the house. (Hear, hear.) What Mr. Macdonald then chiefly com- 
plained of was that members could support those very gentlemen whom he now sup- 
ported, and was glad to act with. (Hear, hear.) He was perfectly astonished 
that they could come together on any terms whatever! (Hear, hear.) But he 
would read a portion of the honorable gentleman's speech in June last, to see 
if he could now recognize it:--"Every member of that house had an interest in 
insisting that the pledges and promises of the Government should be kept, and 
that the public mind should not be debauched by the moral wrongs of the Govern- 
ment." (Hear, hear.) "They had an interest that the public mind should not be 
contaminated. It was immoral that the Government should occupy their places, 
upon the strength of violated pledges, and the grossest corruption, while they 
enriched themselves by speculations in public property." (Hear, hear.) "Prom- 
ises were broken, faith was betrayed, and expectations were disappointed. The 
honorable member for Norfolk read from newspapers, but what did the Reform Press 
of Upper Canada say? He did not mean the ministerial press--bought like sheep-- 
and that wrote as they were paid to do. He found that 44 Reform papers in Upper 
Canada, not under the ministerial influence, denounced their conduct. Referring 
to the corruptions of the Government, he said he had noticed the honorable Post- 
master General had been particular to deny a portion of his reported speech at 
Perth, in reference to the Clergy Reserves, but another portion of that same 
speech, charging the honorable Inspector General with corruption for purchasing 
public property, was not denied. He, of course, then inferred that the report 
was correct, and asked how it was that the honorable gentleman (sic) still sat 
together in the same cabinet after such a charge. He was surprised at their do- 
ing so; and the country might well be so too." And how was it, he (Mr. Wilson) 
asked, that the hon. Attorney General could himself now sit on the same benches 
with those gentlemen? (Hear, hear.) "What kept them together? They could not 
respect each other, they could not love each other, after such a declaration, 
and, if they kept together, it was that they feared each other; the tie that 
kept them together was common plunder. It was dreadful to think of such a state 
Of things, and there must be an end to it. William Pitt was a minister of the 
crown for many years, and was very often assailed with slander, but it was his 
custom, he said, to treat it with indifference and without reply, but on one 
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occasion he was accused by a London newspaper with speculating in public prop- 
erty, and he felt it his duty to bring the slanderer to justice. That was the 
course William Pitt took, when such a charge was made against him, but here we 
saw that one minister sat with another after a charge of corruption. There were 
no William Pitts in this ministry. No, Sir, they are Robert Walpoles. Robert 
Walpole was an able man in his way, but he was expelled [from] the House of 
Commons for corruption. He. (Mr. Macdonald) would support the amendment. He 
trusted that the house would have sufficient independence to investigate the 
corruptions of the ministry." He wondered if that really could be the speech of 
the honorable Attorney General, whom they had heard to-night talking in so dif- 
ferent a tone. (Hear, hear.) "He trusted that the house would not allow them 
to play fast and loose, and make promises only to break them, in order that they 
may the better carry out their corrupt schemes. If the house should fail in 
independence to make such enquiry, it would be wanting, not in competency, but 
in common honesty." (Hear, hear.) That was the language of the honorable gen- 
tleman, when he sat among the opposition. It was very different from the lan- 
guage he held now. (Hear, hear.) The speech was true or false, whether one or 
the other he (Mr. Wilson) offered no opinion, but if true, the Attorney General 
was in a shocking den; if false, honorable gentlemen had associated with them a 
desperate slanderer./8 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said that that which had been read sounded like 
his speech. He spoke strongly at that time./2 But he [Mr. Wilson] did not seem 
to understand the tendency of the remarks he had made this evening, which were 
directed to this point, that, the house having ordered an investigation, and 
appointed a committee, they should suspend their decision till that committee 
had reported.80 It was worthy of notice that the charge of delay came from the 
Opposition, and not from the gentlemen whose characters were affected, and who 
were deeply interested in the investigation going on.81 


MR. MURNEY.--I think it very unfair in the honorable member for London to 
have read that speech. That speech has been referred to already this session, 
and humbly apologized for by the honorable gentleman who has just spoken. And 
very deep regret having been expressed by that gentleman at his having made it, 
I think we are all bound in honor to forget it. (Hear, hear.)82 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--I cannot allow that remark, made in the tone 
it was, to pass. I attacked the late administration with the same zeal and the 
Same strength of expression, as I am sure the honorable gentleman would attack 
the present administration, if he had the same power. I used all the language 
that was justified by Parliamentary rules, with the view of bringing those accu- 
sations to a close. But the moment those honorable gentlemen threw themselves 
upon the house, and83 professed themselves ready to stand an investigation®4, 
that moment I said, I regret the language I used, not the course I took, but the 
language I used, which might be construed to affect them as individuals, for when 


they demanded a fair trial I was willing, for one, to give it them. 8° 


MR. GALT did not see a great difference between the speech that had been 
read and the speeches now made by the Attorney General.8® At the time that 
speech was delivered, which attracted the attention of the whole Province from 
the violence of its denunciations, at that time, if I am correctly informed, 
it was understood between the late Inspector General, and the gallant Knight 
from Hamilton, that there would be an investigation into those charges. (Hear, 
hear.)8/ Cries of No!88 
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[MR. GALT continued:] I say that is the fact, and I appeal to the gallant 
knight if it was not.89 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I am prepared to stand by the whole of my con- 
duct at that period. I was tat thatmtimey in opposition. I was opposed to the 
then administration, and was taking every means in my power to unseat them and 
turn them out of office. I had a right to oppose those gentlemen but I defy the 
honorable member for Sherbrooke to shew a single expression used by me on that 
occasion that I would not use again, or that was improper. 29 He had done it 
fairly and honestly, and the ministry had no right to expect anything else from 
him.--The honble. member for Sherbrooke, however, was a supporter of that admin- 
istration.--But so soon as the tide of public opinion turned, that gentleman 
turned too, and was the very first to lead the way in turning traitor upon his 
old friends. He had supported them while they were strong, and had deserted 
them when they became weak. (Prolonged cheers.)9! It was the desertion of such 
as he and others of their friends that really turned them out.92 


MR. GALT.--I am willing that the gallant knight should have the full bene- 
fit of what he has stated. At the same time I think both the House and the 
country would have been better satisfied, 93 as to the conduct of the gallant 
Knight's colleague, if the gallant Knight had been able to give an answer to 
his’ (Mr. Galt’s) question. 94 (Hear, hear.) I have charged the honorable Attor- 
ney General West with having made that speech at a time when the gallant knight 
had given notice of a committee to enquire into those charges, and when the 
Ex-Inspector General had acquiesced in that course, and yet he now comes for- 
ward and says that the moment an investigation was consented to that moment he 
regretted the language he had used. (Hear, hear.) That was what I charged him 
with, and it is true. The gallant knight says that I deserted the late Inspec- 
tor General. In the first place I deny that I was one of his followers. But I 
give the gallant knight the full benefit of it." As to his leaving the late 
Inspector General, did he do so under any dishonorable circumstances?2® Did I 
leave him because I had brought charges of corruption against which I am unwill- 
ing now to prove? Did I leave him to occupy his old place myself, enjoying his 
support and holding this committee as a rod in pickle over him? (Hear, hear.)?/ 
No wonder he might differ from the Inspector General in politics, whatever his 
desire to have him out, he had never acted falsely towards him as an individual, 
when he supported the government of the late Inspector General, he said he was 
innocent, and he did so when he helped to turn him out.28 I have always said 
that I believe those charges are not true. But what said the Attorney General 
West and the gallant Premier? They said they believed then. They said the 
country demanded that those gentlemen on account of their corruptions should 
be cast out of office. They said that if they remained in office, the whole 
public mind would be corrupted and debauched. But how do they act, when they 
have full power to instigate those charges? They appoint a committee, not rep- 
resenting the majority of this House, no fewer than 3 of the members belonging 
to the party of 15 in this House who compose their own political friends. And 
is not the intention of this evident, when we know that the government depend 
for existence on the support of that section of the liberal party, still led by 
the honorable member for Renfrew? I do not think it was intended to be a white- 
washing committee, but I believe it to be a committee which was to hold the rod 
over those men.?2 What had this committee done? Ten weeks had elapsed during 
the previous part of the Session, and yet no report had been made.l00 and I 
affirm positively that:instead of affording the member for Lambton facilities 


2147 


for proceeding with those charges, which, I believe, when brought, will be 
refuted, the government have thrown every possible obstacle in the way. The 
Attorney General talks about waiting for the evidence to come from England, but 
why not proceed with other charges--why not go on with that transaction which 
took place within half a mile of this building--why not go on with the Point 
Levi affair?10l 


Yes, why? from the Treasury benches. 102 
MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--Echo answers why?!03 


MR. GALT.--Let the Solicitor General West, who moved the committee, answer. 
Let the Government who now take the responsibility of filling up vacancies in 
the committee, answer. But do we not see some of those parties still in the 
government? Was not the Attorney General East implicated in those charges?104 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--I deny it.195 


MR. GALT.--He may deny it as much as he please, but will he pretend he was 
not one of the members of the Executive Council, who allowed their colleague to 
deal in Public Lands. If there was anything wrong in the conduct of the late 
Inspector General, the Attorney General East shared in the responsibility of it. 
He might try in the same way to get rid of all responsibility in connection with 
the profligate expenditure of his colleague, 106 of the piers below Quebec and 
the tug-boats;107 but, if that is permitted, Responsible Government is a delu- 
sions = (Hear, hear.)108 He cannot escape from the joint responsibility, other- 
wise responsible government would become a mere shame (sic), and a ministry 
might escape all the blame by getting rid of each of its members when he fell 
into disrepute with the country.199 He hoped the House would see the impro- 
priety of voting for any change in, or addition to the Committee.110 


MR. ROBINSON made a few remarks which were nearly inaudible in the Report- 
ers' gallery. We understood him to vindicate the seeming dilato[r]Jiness of 
this committee, by saying that no one had appeared before them to prosecute the 
charges, except one of their own members, the honorable member for Lambton. He 
did not think it was any part of the duty of the committee to hunt up the busi- 
ness for themselves, and the charges to be investigated ought to have been more 
fully brought before them.t11 


MR. BROWN.--The hon. member for Simcoe having alluded to the position I 
occupy, in regard to the Corruption Committee, I ask permission of the House 
to say a few words. I must say it was with the greatest surprise!l2 [OR] with 
griefil3 I listened to the hon. Attorney-General's (Mr. McDonald's) remarks, in 
regard to the charges against the late administration. I think this is too 
serious a matter to be made a mere party question. (Hear, hear.) For my own 
part, I look upon it as a matter affecting the deepest and most vital interests 
of our country; and if I had not believed that the greatest part of the charges 
were true, and capable of being established before a committee--had I looked 
upon these charges as a mere party or political question--I would have washed my 
hands of the inquiry altogether!!4 [and] would not have sat on the committee.!15 
(Hear, hear.) I do think it will sound ill through the country, when it be told 
that the hon. gentlemen on the Treasury Benches, after having [w]rung the 
changes on these matters--after appealing to every principle of morality and 
justice, to obtain a condemnation of the alleged corrupt proceedings of the late 
Government--~after defeating that Government at the general election, mainly by 
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their outcries of corruption--after riding into power on this same cry of cor- 
fUuUption-—--1. say, Sir, Ae wilinsound til to’ the country,’ after all ‘this, when it 
is known that we are now using these very charges of corruption as a mere polit- 
- ical weapon. One hon. gentleman taunts the Government with making use of it 
to keep the member for Renfrew in an inconvenient position--and they, in turn, 
try to bandy back the accusation, by alleging that I am the prosecutor of these 
charges--that they have no interest in the matter--that on my shoulders rests 
all the responsibility--!16 


MR. CRAWFORD.--Ha! hatll? 


MR. BROWN.--The hon. member for Brockville cries "Ha, ha!" If he is chuck- 
ling over the dexterity of the manoeuvre, I do not envy him. If he fancies I 
am drawing back from any charge I ever made in this House--and I never made a 
charge anywhere else, that I did not make here--he is greatly mistaken. I not 
only adhere to everything I have stated, but, if a committee can be got to act, 
every charge I have made will be fully established. (Hear, hear.) The Attor- 
ney-General has said that the reason for the inaction of the Committee is, that 
we have been waiting for certain answers from England. No, Sir; we have not 
been waiting for those answers. The interrogations sent to England were merely 
incidental to the inquiry, and, in the shape in which they went, can little 
affect the issue. The inaction has a deeper cause. In the former part of the 
session, I attended at the Committee-room, after due summons, day after day, 
week after week, and sat for one, two, or three hours, in expectation of obtain- 
ing a quorum; but how seldom I succeeded, our minutes will partially show. And 
when we did get a meeting, what was the result? I expected, of course, that 
the honorable gentleman who had moved for the Committee, would proceed to estab- 
lish his charges. (Hear. hear.) The House willl recollect that it was not I, 
but the Solicitor-General, who moved for the Committee. But did he do so? No, 
Sir. His first act was to declare that he could not devote sufficient time to 
the inquiry. He put a political partizan of the late Inspector-General in the 
chairmanship, which he himself was bound to have occupied, or have left the 
matter alone; and not one witness has he called who even professed that he had 
an accusation to prefer. It was a grave responsibility the hon. and learned 
gentleman undertook; and unless he believed there was ground for inquiry, and 
was determined to search the matter to the bottom, he ought not to have taken it 
out of the hands of those who would have done the work thoroughly. Who ever 
heard of a Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry being moved for and conducted by 
men who had no sympathy in the inquiry--no belief that there was any foundation 
for the averment to be inquired into? In regard to my own position in the Com- 
mittee, I have no hesitation in saying that, had I been in Quebec at the time 
when I was nominated as a member, I would have requested not to be put upon it. 
But when I found that, in my absence, the House had placed my name on the Com- 
mittee, I was in a different position. Had I declined to act, it would have 
been said--"You made charges, but you have not dared to go into the Committee 
to establish them." I was placed in a position compelling me to act; but how 
am I situated now on that Committee? With one hon. gentleman, who, I presume, 
believes the charges to be of the gravest importance, and desires to search out 
the truth of them; and with five other members, who do not believe one word of 
them--and who, if all that is alleged were true, would not stand up and say it 
was blameworthy.!18 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--I call the honorable gentleman to order. Are we 
not all just as honorable as he is?119 f will not hear such aspersions of my 
colleagues. 1/2 
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Loud outcries, one voice exclaiming how does he dare?!21 


MR. BROWN.--I assure the honorable gentleman that I did not mean to convey 
the slightest imputation against his personal honor, or that of any of his col- 
leagues. But I will take the hon. member for Brockville (Mr. Crawford) as an 
illustration of my position. That honorable member has said, over and over 
again, that members of a Government have a perfect right to buy public property 
and Government securities. Is it not so? (Hear, hear.)! 


MR. CRAWFORD assented.123 


[MR. BROWN continued:] The honorable gentleman admits it. I hold, on the 
other hand, that a member of a Government has no right to traffic in public 
securities or public property--that his position disqualifies him for such traf- 
fic. Here lies the point of the whole charges against the late administration. 
If ministers of the Crown may dabble in public property, it would be absurd to 
suppose they were not to use their official knowledge in conducting their specu- 
lations. The one concession necessarily involves the other. I contend that the 
late ministry used their official knowledge for their own personal ends, and to 
the lamentable demoralization of the public mind--and that, in doing so, they 
were guilty of a high crime. Let any one read the evidence of the hon. member 
for Renfrew, before the Court of Chancery, and in it alone he will find proved 
every point necessary to be established. From his own evidence, it will be 
there seen that he purchased public property and public securities, and that 
he now maintains he had a perfect right to do so, whatever was his position 
when the charge was first broached. This, I apprehend, is the great question 
at issue before the Corruption Committee. For one, Sir, I care not to estab- 
lish the particular amount of guilt which may have attached to any minister of 
the Crown, from his engagement in such transactions--how deep his plots, how 
great his turpitude. Such inquiries had better be left to the law courts of the 
country. But what I did desire to show was, that men in power had used their 
offices for purposes which they ought not; I wished to show the ruinous effect 
of such practices to the country, and to our public men; I wished to stamp such 
practices with the seal of public reprobation--to put such a mark on the trans- 
action as would effectually prevent it in the future. (Grease, In@zie5))  ANiGlis trate 
notwithstanding the light manner in which honorable gentlemen on both sides 
would now have us to treat those charges, I am free to say that, in my humble 
opinion, it will be a most unfortunate thing for this country if the slightest 
sanction is given to the idea that when a public man comes into office, assumes 
the reins of power, and obtains access to the key of public movements-—-he may 
use that power and knowledge, entrusted to him for the benefit of the people, in 
trafficking to fill his own pockets and advance his private interests. (Hear, 
hear.) This is the great question at stake in the corruption enquiry, and if 
for miserable party purposes on this side or that side of the House, this issue 
is set aside, I do think it will be a matter of deep regret to all lovers of 
Canada. I say sincerely that 2 have no personal hostility to the member. tor 
Renfrew in this or any other matter. I felt and I feel now that he has per- 
verted his high trust to the most ignoble ends--that the heaviest responsibility 
rests upon him--that deep guilt attaches to his conduct; but it can be no desire 
of mine to press home that guilt. A much higher and more important duty is it 
to prevent the recurrence of such injurious proceedings on the part of our pub- 
lic men than to bring home guilt to any particular individual. But how have the 
committee gone to work? Look at the course pursued in reference to the inter- 
rogations which have been alluded to by the Attorney General. I prepared a 
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series of questions to be sent to England, to the only parties who knew about 
the £50,000 affair. Every member of the committee voted for these questions 
except the honorable member for Brockville; but the very day after they had 
been approved and ordered to be sent to England, down came the Solicitor General 
with a new set of questions all cut and dry, setting aside those we had put on 
record the day before, and substituting others which did not reach the point 
most materially (sic) to have disclosed. (Hear, hear.) I sincerely hope that 
this debate will do good to the course of the enquiry. I hope that difficul- 
ties will not continue to be flung in the way of the enquiry. But I do say, 
and L say it frankly, that it is, not. encouraging to find.the. Solicitor General, 
who first moved for the committee, and who got into office through this very 
matter--when an accidental vacancy occurs in the committee, proposing to fill it 
with the business partner of the Attorney General East, one of the gentlemen 
possibly to be affected by the enquiry.!24 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--That connection has now been dissolved.!29 


MR. BROWN.--I was not aware of that circumstance. It must have been very 
recently. The whole proceedings in regard to this committee have a most unusual 
character. I have still some hope, however, that the honorable Attorney General 
will see to it that the committee is not a dead letter. As to my not having 
been here during the first few days of the session--why should the committee 
have stopped proceedings on account of my absence? 12 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--There was no quorum without the hon. gen- 
tleman.127 


MR. BROWN.--The honorable member for Simcoe (Mr. Robinson), the member for 
Brockville (Mr. Crawford), the Solicitor General, and the member for Montreal 
(Mr. Dorion), were all here, sufficient to constitute a quorum, and although the 
last gentleman has been absent at Montreal, I passed him on my way down, so that 
the quorum has not been broken up for a single day. And even now we are told 
that there is to be no meeting till Mr. Sidney Smith comes down, which will not 
be till Wednesday or Thursday next. I do think honorable members regard this 
matter in two lights, a view nothing could tend more to bring public men into 
contempt in the eyes of the people, than that the party who have obtained power 
by raising an outcry about these corruptions, should now when they have attained 
their object, attempt to shift the grave accusation into a mere matter of petty 
party politics. (Hear, hear.) For my own part I have been perfectly sincere in 
the position I have maintained throughout, and did I at this moment feel that 
there was any doubt about the matter--did I think any errors had been commit- 
ted--any injustice done to the honorable member for Renfrew, I would be the 
first to rise in my place and apologize to him in the humblest way a man could 
employ for the injustice I had done him. (Hear, hear.) I confess, sir, I did 
not envy the position of the hon. Attorney General West, once the foremost in 
mouthing charges of corruption, who publicly declared from his place in this 
House that every member of the late administration was "steeped to the lips in 
corruption,” when I heard him striving to make a mere political shuttlecock of 
the whole affair, and manoeuvring to throw the whole responsibility over upon 
me. Sir, I am perfectly ready to take my full share of responsibility in this 
matter, involving as the question does the most vital interests of the coun- 
try. (Hear, hear.) But had I been actuated by no higher consideration than 
some honorable gentlemen seem to have been guided by, I should have charged 
myself with deep injustice to others, and deeper degradation of my own character 
and position.!28 
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MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--One word, Mr. Speaker. Far beyond mere party 
feeling should be any inquiry into a matter like this. Yet speakers opposite 
had charged the Government with quibbling. But Government were even now acting 
while members opposite were using words. On this side of the House there is 
the most perfect unanimity. On the other side one hon. gentleman declares that 
he fully believed every word that had been uttered against the hon. member for 
Renfrew, while those who act with him declare that they do not believe a single 
word. The Government had taken a straightforward, and honest course. Whether 
the late Administration were obnoxious or not for alleged corrupt proceedings, 
it was not for him then to say, but when the present Government handed over to 
a Committee the investigation into the matter, he believed that they had taken 
as wise and impartial a course as could be pursued. If, instead of standing 
aloof, the Government had themselves selected a Committee, they might have been 
charged with quibbling. But Government did not know what course the Committee 
had taken, what charges had been made, taken, or refused. The Committee must 
purify themselves by making a report. When that report was before the House, 
then and not till then would he move in the matter. The Ministry hoped and 
trusted that the Committee would meet and relieve the Country from its suspense 
but. could not interfere with them. It was only now that he finds that the Com- 
missioner of the Board of Works cannot really attend on account of the nature of 
his departmental and Ministerial duties that the Solicitor General has moved 
that a member of this House, standing in nearly the same position as that in 
which his honorable colleague did before he took officel, be added to the com- 
mittee]. Mr. Loranger was in no way connected either with the present or with 
the late Administration.!29 


MR. RANKIN thought the question did not call for all the warmth that had 
been expended upon it. He thought it would be embarrassing in the extreme for a 
member of a government to sit in an investigating Committee as a judge upon the 
acts of his predecessors.--He did not think that the charges made against the 
Government relative to the composition were at all called for. It should be 
remem[ber]led that the Committee had been appointed by the house and not by the 
Government. As it was necessary now to change one of the members of that Com- 
mittee he thought the interests of the country would be as safe in the hands of 
Mr. Loranger as in those of any other member. The charges he did not believe 
were founded on facts. The criminality existed only in the imaginations of 
those who had originated them. The members of the Government must be anxious as 
any one else to have these charges properly investigated. They must be aware 
that they had new material to deal with in that house, and that their continu- 
ance in power must depend upon their own disposition to maintain the interests 
of the country, and the honor and integrity of public men. He had no sympathy 
with those who charged the present Government with desire to screen the members 
of the late Government from any charge made against them.130 


MR. HINCKS.--I have hesitated a good deal whether I should address the House 
on the present occasion. I think, however, that some remarks have been made 
which I feel personally unfair to myself, and there is none which I feel to be 
more unfair to myself than the remarks made by my hon. friend from Sherbrooke, 
and the hon. member for Lambton, with regard to the effect of certain charges 
against me on the present state of political parties in this province. And I 
must say that during the last year or two, since those charges have been made 
against me, nothing has given me so much pain as the attempt to shew that, by 
any proceeding of mine, or by anything in my conduct being made the subject of 


Pall 5} 


public complaint, I had been in any way the means of affecting the position of 
those gentlemen with whom I have had the honour of acting in public life, and 
for whose support I feel a degree of gratitude which I shall carry with me to 
the grave. But the best answer to the allegation that any conduct of mine has 
been the means of injuring the party with whom I have acted, is the present 
position of parties in this House.!31 


Hear, hear, from the opposition side, 132 


[MR. HINCKS continued:] I ask, is the present position of parties owing in 
any degree to my position or conduct? Will any one say that the late adminis- 
tration was upset in consequence of misdemeanors of mine?133 [OR] that 16° did 
not possess the confidence of the house?134 


MR. MACKENZIE.--Yes. 135 


MR. HINCKS.--Does the hon. gentleman mean to say so. Will he say that the 
present did not. He would say it did, it was an able, strong administration.136 
Well he was now out of the government 137, There is now another Government in 
office. Does that Government receive the support of a majority of this House, 
or does it not? I say it does. And will it be said that those gentlemen on 
this side of the House, who support that Government, and who, hon. gentlemen 
may choose to say, are personal friends of mine, who at least did not desert 
me when some others did--will it be said that their course in reference to pub- 
lic affairs is affected by any allegations made against me? I am sure no one 
believes anything of the kind. Hon. gentlemen know very well that the pres- 
ent position of parties in the province, and the changes which have recently 
taken place, were brought about by events having no reference whatever to these 
charges. And in connection with this I may say that there were no persons who 
were more strong in their denunciations of the political course taken by the 
member for Lambton, previous to the last elections, than some of those very hon. 
gentlemen who are now sitting and voting with him as the leader of their party. 
That is notoriously the fact. But hon. gentlemen who say that the elections 
turned on those charges against me, must know that if there was any one in the 
province whose election was likely to be affected by those charges, surely it 
was the individual against whom they were made. Yet when I stood for the con- 
stituency I represented in the last Parliament, when I was followed all through 
the county by the member for Haldimand, who was quite able to bring forward all 
those charges and urge them with a great deal of force on the electors, what was 
the result? How many votes did the hon. gentleman's candidate poll? I had also 
the honour of being returned to Parliament by the constituency which I have now 
the honour to serve, by a county in which I had never placed my foot before. I 
deny, therefore, that the present state of political parties is the result of 
any charge of a personal nature against myself or any other member of the admin- 
istration. But there were elements of opposition to the late administration in 
the public mind which would have existed had there been no such charges, and 
which exist still to the present administration, against whom there are no such 
charges. And almost every one of the gentlemen who were opposed to me at that 
time are still sitting on the opposition benches, opposed to the existing admin- 
istration. I desire to make a remark on what has fallen from the hon. member 
for Lambton. I must say that I felt strongly and probably expressed myself 
strongly at the time that hon. member's name was placed on the committee. it 
considered from the course he had taken with regard to me, and the manner in 
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which he had expressed himself towards me, that he was not exactly in the posi- 
tion of being an impartial judge. I have listened carefully to the remarks he 
has made on this occasion. The hon. gentleman seems to be exceeding[ly] anxious 
that this question should be entirely disconnected with politics. It seems he 
has no personal feeling against the member for Renfrew. But I must confess I 
had this feeling while the hon. gentleman was speaking, that, if he was per- 
fectly sincere in what he expressed, if he desired to establish a principle 
merely, I could not understand the object of his course, in seeking to destroy 
an individual in order to establish a particular principle. The hon. member 
said it was a difference of principle, and referred to the hon. member for 
Brockville, saying that he and the hon. member for Brockville entirely differed 
on the point, and that there was therefore no satisfaction in their being on the 
committee together. The hon. gentleman might have had charity enough to suppose 
that, if the member for Brockville, though entirely disinterested, arrived at 
that conclusion, he might have had the charity to suppose that I might arrive at 
the same conclusion very conscientiously, without being entirely corrupt, and if 
his sole object was to establish a principle, there was no necessity in doing so 
to destroy an individual. With reference to the purchase of public lands, as 
the hon. member for Lambton has stated, I have never attempted for a moment to 
conceal the fact that I was concerned and interested in the purchase of a prop- 
erty on the other side of the river!38, with the late Speaker of the Legislative 
Council], Mrs Morris. Nothing could have been easier for them than to conceal 
this if they wished to do so, but they had no reason for desiring any conceal- 
ment.139 And I have always desired the fullest investigation of the transac-— 
tion. I believe one point will be clearly shown, that the province not only 
sustained no loss but that a benefit accrued to it from our being competitors 
for the land. If I had thought it wrong for persons being Executive Councillors 
to become purchasers of Crown Lands, I would have cut off my right hand sooner 
than do it. But I believe it can be shown that it has been in accordance with 
established custom, and my intention at all events has been to do nothing that 
I believed to be wrong. And more than this, I declare most solemnly that in a 
matter of this sort I would not only not act against the opinion of a majority 
of this House, but I would not act against the opinion of even a small number of 
the members of this House. But, considering that I have never shrunk from the 
fullest investigation, I do not think it is a fair way of trea[t]ing the matter 
to endeavour to show that the political affairs of this country have been in any 
way influenced by any individual doings of mine. I hold that the present state 
of parties in this House, and the fact that the present Government are supported 
by a majority of the House, furnish sufficient proof that at that time there was 
an absolute necessity for some kind of coalition such as there is now, and such 
as has been found necessary in England.+40 


MR. MERRITT rose to protest against the pretension that the present position 
of parties was a necessary one.!4l There had been no necessity in the political 
circumstances of the country to justify the formation of a Government by the 
leaders of a party only numbering 15 or 20 votes in the house. Any change in 
the composition of the committee, he argued, should be left with the House.!42 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER ... called [Mr. Merritt] to order!43, [He] decided 
that as the House had nominated the Committee previously, the present addition 
to it must be nominated in the same way.144 
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Ordered, That Mr. Loranger be added to the Spectal Committee appointed for 
the investigating all charges preferred against the Members of the late Admin- 
tstration, tn the place of the Honorable Mr. Lemteux who has ceased to bea 
Mem[ber] of the said Committee since he vacated his seat by accepting Of fice.145 


The House resumed the further consideration of the Questton relative to 
the ease of Joseph Maglotre Hudon, Deputy Returning Officer for the Partsh of 
Rivtére Ouelle. 

And the House betng informed that Mr. Hudon attended at the door, he was 
called tn. 





MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB moved That Joseph Magloire Hudon, Esquire, Deputy 
Returning Officer for the Parish of Riviére Ouelle at the late General Election 
for the County of Kamouraska, was privy to the fraudulent and illegal inscribing 
of names on the Poll-book of the said Parish, and in refusing to administer the 
Oaths to Voters when duly required so to do, and that he has thereby been guilty 
of a misdemeanour and of a gross breach of the privileges of this House : 


MR. CHAUVEAU dit qu'il n'entreprendrait point de faire valoir en faveur 
de l'accusé M. Hudon les mémes argumens qui avaient été inutilement donnés en 
faveur des accusés du Saguenay, mais il croyait que la position de M. Hudon 
était bien différente de la leur. D'abord, la chambre devrait mettre de cdété 
toutes les vaines déclamations sur l'énormité de la votation illégale qui avait 
eu lieu dans le comté de Saguenay, non seulement parce que cette votation illé- 
gale quelqu'énorme qu'elle ... rien a l'innocence ou a la culpabilité du prison- 
nier, mais encore parce que dans le cas actuel la paroisse de la Riviére-Ouelle 
dont il s'agissait, n'avait fourni qu'une centaine de voix de plus qu'a 1'élec- 
tion précédente, nombre proportionné a la population. Tout ce que l'on avait 
dit de l'excés de la votation, et de ces fraudes honteuses qui avaient eu lieu 
au comté du Saguenay et dans d'autres parties du comté de Kamouraska, ne pouvait 
donc aucunement s'appliquer au cas actuel. 

La question se réduisait a savoir, d'abord, si M. Hudon, obligé d'agir comme 
député officier-rapporteur sous une trés forte pénalité, a erré dans l'interpré- 
tation qu'il a donnée a une clause d'une de ces piéces de mécanisme compliquées 
que nous appelons nos statuts; ensuite, en supposant qu'il y efit erreur, si la 
raison de douter était telle qu'elle pitit influencer l'opinion d'un homme d'une 
intelligence ordinaire; enfin, si les circonstances de toute l'affaire étaient 
telles que l'accusé pit @étre supposé avoir agi de bonne foi. Il est inutile 
d'ajouter que le bénéfice de doute sur ce dernier point est acquis d'avance au 
prisonnier, d'abord parce qu'il est l'accusé, et ensuite parce qu'on l'accuse de 
fraude et que la fraude ne se présume pas. 

Quel était le crime de M. Hudon? Celui d'avoir refusé d'exiger d'un certain 
nombre d'individus qui se présentaient pour voter comme usufruitiers l'un des 
deux serments exigés par la loi. Que disait cette loi? Que le député officier- 
rapporteur exigerait la prestation d'un serment dont la forme était prescrite 
d'avance. Et qu'allait a dire cette forme de serment? Que la personne qui se 
présentait pour voter était propriétaire de l'immeuble décrit! Pour soutenir 
que M. Hudon aurait di proposer cette formule de serment a un usufruitier, il 
faut soutenir qu'un usufruitier est propriétaire du fonds grevé d'usufruit. 
Cela est contraire au sens commun, a la définition de l'usufruit dans tous les 
auteurs et a ce que le monde entend par le mot usufruitier et par le mot pro- 
prietaire. il est bien vrai que dans un certain sens l’usufruitier a droit “aux 


255 


actions qui appartiennent au propriétaire, qu'il est lui-méme propriétaire de 
son usufruit que les auteurs considérent comme un immeuble fictif, mais rien de 
tout cela ne l'établit propriétaire du fonds, et rien de tout cela n'empéche que 
le mot usufruitier ne veuille dire une chose et que le mot propriétaire employé 
seul n'en signifie une autre. Quelle est en effet la définition de l'usufruit? 
C'est, “dit le code francais: "le droit de joulr des’ fruits d'un “fonds dont un 
autre a la propriété." C'était aussi la définition des jurisconsultes du droit 
romain. M. Toullier range l'usufruit au nombre des servitudes personnelles avec 
l'usage et lL"habitation. M. Proudhon dit “l'usufruitier est propriétaire de -son 
droit d'usufruit; il est possesseur et méme en possession civile de ce droit; 
il est détenteur a titre précaire de fonds dont il jouit; il est établi gardien 
de la chose et doit veiller a sa conservation; il est procureur fondé pour les 
actes dans l'exécution desquels ces (sic), intéréts sont invisiblement lies, avec 
ceux du propriétaire." Détenteur, gardien de la chose, procureur fondé du pro- 
priétaire, il usemble que tout cela, ne veut )pas dire, proprietaire de sla sehcse. 
"L'usufruitier, continue M. Proudhon, une fois mis en jouissance du fonds est un 
vrai possesseur; i) a. la possession civile.de son, usufruit, “puisquiilven jouit 
en vertw dun. tere Wéettimne et “Comme ipropri@tatres.cescctcs este: stemrsinretcisierete 
"L'usufruitier n'a néanmoins que la qualité de détenteur du fonds dont il jouit 
a ce titre et cette proposition n'est pas en contradiction avec la précédente. 
Il faut en effet, comme nous l'avons déja remarqué plusieurs fois, voir deux 
choses bien distinctes dans un fonds grevé d'usufruit; il faut y voir l'usufruit 
qui appartient’a DPusufruitier; “usufruit qui, par’ son maitre, remplit les fonc— 
tions d'un immeuble particulier, civilement séparé et distinct du fonds; il faut 
y voir encore la nue propriété qui reste dans les mains du propriétaire." 

Maintenant, s‘agissait-il de faire jurer a un cultivateur quelconque de la 
Riviére-Ouelle qu'il était propriétaire d'une terre, ou de cet immeuble fictif, 
que l'on appelle un usufruit et dont la possession civile est séparée du fonds? 
N'y a-t-il pas quelque chose comme le langage qui est compris de tout le monde 
et dans ce langage-la, parlé de tout temps, et qui est aussi le langage de la 
loi des élections, le mot “propriétaire" et le mot “Uwsutruitiers’ ne s*en- 
ploient-ils pas constamment en contradiction l'un de l'autre? Et l'idée de pro- 
poser gravement au premier électeur venu de jurer qu'il est propriétaire, tandis 
qu'il “sait trés’ bien’ qu'il’ n'est ‘qu‘wsutruitier,”~ et cela; ‘parce’ qu Ufipianus’ aura 
dit que c'était jus in rem, tandis que Papinianus aura dit que c'était jus ad 
rem; cette idée n'est-elle pas a4 la fois cruelle et bouffonne? C'est cepen- 
dant celle que de graves jurisconsultes soutiennent gravement dans cette chambre! 
(Ecoutez! Ecoutez!) 

Dira-t-on que M. Hudon pouvait varier la formule du serment? Ditd—t—on 
qu'il devait &tre plus sage que la loi, plus sage que les légistateurs (sic) qui 
lui font aujourd'hui son procés? Qu'il devait inventer une nouvelle formule? 
Les autorités en Angleterre disent au contraire que l'officier-rapporteur doit 
se rénfermer dans les termes de la Moi. Wordworth of election p. 25.) the 
oaths if required must be put in the very words of the act." Knapp et Ombler's 
--election cases--"The three questions must be put in the very words of the 
act." Warren, manual of election laws. "This however would be a departure from 
the form prescribed by the act and the returning officer must be cautious." 

On dit encore que M. Hudon trouvant un statut qui dit que l'électeur devra 
préter l'un des deux serments, et l'électeur se trouvant dans l'impossibilité 
morale de préter l'un ou l'autre de ces serments, il devait refuser son vote 
parce que quoique matériellement qualifié, il se trouvait dans l'impossibi[li]té 
de remplir une des conditions légales du vote. Une telle interprétation serait 
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monstr[uJeuse en ce qu'elle irait a priver l'électeur de sa franchise. Dans le 
doute l'officier-rapporteur comme la chambre elle-méme devait décider en faveur 
de la franchise, d'autant plus que dans le cas ot il se tromperait, le comité 
sur l'élection constestée (sic) pourrait ... le vote, tandis que dans le cas 
contraire, le vote refusé ne peut pas 6tre rétabli par le comité, et s'il est 
bon il se trouve perdu. 

Le point sur lequel on insiste le plus, c'est que, sous prétexte d'admettre 
des usufruitiers, M. Hudon aurait admis des mineurs et des personnes qui avaient 
déja voté une premiére fois. En point de fait, il n'y a qu'un seul fait de ce 
genre de prouvé par le témoignage de M. Taché, l'officier-rapporteur; encore 
n'est-il point positif et se contente-t-il de dire que cette personne avait 
l'apparence de ne pas avoir vingt-et-un ans. Il est prouvé, au contraire, que 
M. Hudon a renvoyé du poll un grand nombre d'individus qui lui paraissaient ne 
pas avoir l'age requis ou qu'il savait avoir déja voté. Mais lorsqu'un homme 
qu'il ne savait pas avoir voté, ou un homme qui avait l'apparence d'avoir 1'age 
requis, se présentait et insistait a voter comme usufruitier, la méme formule de 
serment contenant toutes les diverses conditions du vote, il parait que dans un 
petit nombre de cas il n'avait pas osé diviser cette formule du serment. Avait- 
il en effet le droit de diviser cette formule? lLes autorités citées plus haut 
ne prouvent-elles pas, au contraire, qu'il ne le pouvait pas? 

Mais en supposant que sur ce point et méme que sur tous les autres points 
M. Hudon se soit trompé, la grande question que la chambre a 4 résoudre n'est 
point de Sayoir qui, avait droit ou qui avait tort, mais bien s'il y avait ow non 
raison de douter. 

Il semble que cette question, la seule qui s'éléve réellement, est toute 
décidée, et décidée par la législature elle-méme dans cette session. Elle a 
pourvu a4 l'insuffisance de la premiére loi; c'était déclarer cette insuffisance 
et justifier ceux que la loi insuffisante ou obscure avait pu fourvoyer. Mais 
il y a plus. Le statut ne dit point comme c'est le cas ordinairement, que des 
doutes ont existé, qu'il faut faire disparaitre ces doutes, mais il dit nette- 
ment clairement que les termes précis du serment ne s'appliquent pas a un usu- 
fruitier. "“Lorsqu'une personne (dit la nouvelle loi) offrira son vote en vertu 
d'une promesse de vente par écrit en sa possession depuis plus de douze mois, ou 
comme usufruitier, ou en toute autre qualité a laquelle les termes précis des 
pas par la dispensée de préter tout serment ou sermens suivant la véritable 
teneur et esprit de la loi; mais le député officier-rapporteur lorsqu'il fera 
préter tel serment en changera les termes, pour qu'ils puissent s'appliquer au 
cas spécial, desquels serments spéciaux il sera fait mention dans le livre de 
poll; et les pénalités établies pour le parjure s'appliqueront a4 tout tel ser- 
ment de la méme maniére qu'aux autres sermens en vertu de cette loi." 

N'est-il pas clair que les députés officiers-rapporteurs ne pouvaient point 
changer la forme du serment avant que la loi leur dit de le faire? n'est-il pas 
clair qu'ils ne pouvaient pas inventer ces serments spéciaux que la nouvelle loi 
a prescrits? n'est-il pas clair enfin que les pénalités du parjure n'auraient 
pas pu s'appliquer aux serments spéciaux qu'ils se seraient avisés de faire pré- 
ter sous l'ancienne loi? Peut-on dire que M. Hudon est coupable de fraude et de 
corruption pour n'avoir pas voulu faire préter aux usufruitiers des serments que 
la législature elle-méme a déclaré ne pas s'appliquer a leur cas? 

Les circonstances de toute l'’affaire prouvent d'ailleurs clairement que 
M. Hudon était exempt de toute fraude et de toute corruption. Son opinion 
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n'était un mystére pour personne. M. Béchard et tous les autres témoins exa- 
minés disent qu'il avait toujours entretenu et exppimé (sic) cette opinion; “11 
avait agi d'aprés cette opinion dans l1'élection précédente; et, singuliére et 
heureuse coincidence, dans cette élection précédente, cette décision, au lieu 
d'étre favorable 4 M. Letellier, avait été favorable a M. Chapais! Personne ne 
s'en était plaint. L'élection avait été contestée, et dans une longue et vigou- 
reuse contestation devant un comité de cette chambre, M. Hudon n'avait recu ni 
réprimande, ni censure pour sa maniére d'agir. Devait-il s'attendre en persévé- 
rant dans cette consciencieuse opinion a @étre traité comme un criminel? 

M. Chapais,; la’ partie la plus intéressée dans latfaire?s vientide décharer 
avec une franchise et une impartialité qui lui font honneur, que, bien que, sur 
le champ, il efit cru M. Hudon coupable de partialité, il est maintenant con- 
vaincu, en comparant sa conduite avec celle qu'il avait tenue dans 1'élection 
précédente, qu'il avait agi d'aprés ses opinions consciencieuses. Un pareil 
témoignage était décisif, corroboré surtout comme il l'est par celui du solli- 
citeur-général pour le Bas-Canada, et du commissaire des travaux publics, qui 
s'accordent a donner a l'accusé le meilleur caractére. 

M. Chauveau termine en conjurant la chambre de ne pas abuser de son auto- 
rité, sous prétexte de maintenir des priviléges qui avaient déja été suffisam- 
ment revendiqués par le jugement sévére rendu dans l'affaire du Saguenay; des 
priviléges qu'une législation nouvelle mettait pour l'avenir au-dessus de toute 
atteinte; de ne pas flétrir le caractére, de ne pas briser l'avenir profession- 
nel d'un jeune homme exercant dans une localité éloignée une profession hono- 
rable et difficile, \gagnant par ses talens la vie d'une jeune famille; deocne 
pas le ruiner uniquement parce que, tout au plus, il aurait mal interprété une 
clause que la législature elle-méme avait déclaré avoir été mal rédigée dans une 
[de] ces nombreuses Dois’ qu'elle fait, rappelle et modifie avee tant. de)rapi— 
dité, et avec si peu de précautions.!47 


MR. WILSON could not admit the innocence of the party at the bar.!48 The 
law was sufficiently explicit, and... the Returning Officer had clearly neg- 
lected his duty.!49 It was the duty of a returning officer to exercise some 
discretion, and he surely could have no scruple in administering an oath to a 
party who came the second or third time to vote, or to a boy of 15 or 16 who 
claimed to vote as of full age. At the same time he hoped the gallant knight 
would deal with this gentleman with comparative leniency, considering that he 
had discharged without question others far more guilty. (Hear, hear.)!50 


MR. FELTON remarked that the evidence adduced also went to shew that Hudon 
had admitted people to vote from another County and to vote several times.1>1l 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal) spoke at some length in defence of Hudon, main- 
taining that if he had really done anything wrong it was only an error of 
judgment . 152 


After some further discussion in which MR. LORANGER ... took part, the 
motion was carried.!53 


(672) 

The Honorable Stir Allan WN. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. At- 
torney General Drummond, and the Question being put, That Joseph Magloire Hudon, 
Esqutre, Deputy Returning Officer for the Parish of Riviére Quelle, at the late 
General Electton for the County of Kamouraska, was privy to the fraudulent and 
tllegal insertbing of names on the Poll-book of the satd Parish, and in refusing 
to admintster the oaths to voters when duly requtred so to do, and that he has 
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thereby been guilty of a misdemeanor and of a gross breach of the privileges of 
thts House; the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken 
down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Atkins, Bellingham, Biggar, Brodeur, Cartier, Cauchon, Chisholm, 
Christte, Clarke, Cook, Crawford, Crysler, DeWitt, Attorney General Drummond, 
Dufresne, Felton, Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Hartman, Hineks, Laporte, Lumsden, 
Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Mackenzie, Str A.N. MacNab, Matheson, Mattice, 
Meagher, Munro, Patrick, Poulin, Rankin, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, 
Soliettor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, and Whitney.--(40.) ep 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Alleyn, Bourassa, Bureau, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, 























Loranger, Roderick McDonald, Marchildon, Masson, Mongenais, Papin, Poultot, 
Prévost, Taché, Turcotte, and Valois.--(25.) 

So tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 

The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. At- 
torney General Drummond, and the Question being proposed, That the said Joseph 
Maglotre Hudon be, for the satd offence, committed to the Common Gaol of the 


(673) 
District of Quebec, for the term of ten days, and that the Speaker do issue his 
Warrant accordingly; 





MR. POULIOT moved in amendment, that the said J.M. Hudon be reprimanded.!54 


MR. BROWN said he would have supported the motion of the gallant knight but 
for the difficulty in which they were placed by the leniency which the hon. gen- 
tleman had shown to parties still more guilty, who had been discharged without 
punishment .!55 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--The hon. gentleman knows very well that those 
other parties reported the facts as to the fictitious votes being inscribed on 
their polling books, and that that is the reason of their being discharged.156 


MR. BROWN asked if a man committed a murder, and made a special report of 
it, would that make the murder less? They all knew what had happened in 1844, 
when the returning officers got instructions how to act--to return government 
candidates, by fraud or, force--always with the protection of special returns. 
And the result was that the creatures of those returning officers and their 
political allies having the selection of the Election Committees which were to 
try the contested elections, the freedom of election was made a perfect nul- 
lity. He did not think, therefore, that the addition of a special return made 
the crime the less and while admitting his deep culpability and the justice 
of a heavy punishment, he was unwilling to send this man ten days to the com- 
mon gaol for a far less offence than others of different politics had committed, 
who escaped punishment altogether. The House had fixed the proper punishment 
of a Returning Officer who allows a man to vote twenty times at the same elec- 
tion to be a--discharge. Mr. Hudon was infinitely less guilty and a severe 
reprimand would perhaps make a more salutary impression than so partial an 
imprisonment. 1° 


The amendment was rejected!58, 
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(673) 

Mr. Poultot moved in amendment to the Question, seconded by Mr. Felton, That 
all the words after "be" to the end of the Question be left out, tn order to add 
the words "reprimanded" instead thereof; 

And the Question being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Alleyn, Biggar, Bourassa, Brodeur, Brown, Bureau, Chapats, 


Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, Dionne, Antoine A. Dorton, Dostaler, Dufresne, 


Felton, Octave C. Fortier, Guévremont, Huot, Jobin, Labelle, Laberge, Laporte, 
Loranger, Rodertck McDonald, Marchtldon, Masson, Papin, Poulin, Poultot, 


Prévost, Taché, Tureotte, and Valois.--(33.) 


NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bellingham, Cartier, Cauchon, Chisholm, Clarke, Cook, 


Crawford, Crysler, DeWttt, Attorney General Drummond, Ferrte, Foley, Frazer, 
Hartman, Hineks, Larwtll, Lumsden, Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Attorney General 


Macdonald, Mackenzte, Str A.N. MacNab, Matheson, Mattice, Meagher, Munro, 





Somerville, Spence, and Whttney.--(35.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative. 

And the Questton being again proposed, That the satd Joseph Magloire Hudon 
be, for the satd offence, committed to the Common Gaol of the District of 
Quebec, for the term of ten days, and that the Speaker do tssue hts Warrant 
accordingly; 

On motion of Mr. Dufresne, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Chauveau, the Ques- 
tton was amended, by leaving out the words "ten days" and inserting "twenty-four 
hours" instead thereof. 





MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said that the sense of the House being so nearly 
balanced he thought they should rather lean to the side of mercy, the Government 
therefore would not resist the amendment. (Hear, hear.) !59 


(673) 
Then the matin Question, so amended, betng put; 
Ordered, That the satd Joseph Maglotre Hudon be, for the satd offence, com- 
mitted to the Common Gaol of Quebec, for the term of twenty-four hours, and that 
the Speaker do tssue his Warrant accordingly. 





Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Cauchon, seconded by Mr. Whttney, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 12 MARCH 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION: BILL CONCERNING CIRCUIT OF ARTHABASKA., ] 


MR. J. DORION (Drummond et Arthabaska) [donne avis que] mercredi prochain 
[il fera motion pour un] Bill pour étendre les limites du circuit d'Arthabaska 
et en changer le chef-lieu. 169 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: BULSTRODE ROAD IN THE EASTERN TOWNSHIPS. ] 


MR. J. DORION [donne avis que] jeudi prochain [il] demandera au ministére si 
c'est l'intention du gouvernement de faire terminer le chemin de Bulstrode, afin 
de rendre praticable la voie de pratication *(sic) lLavyplus directe entre la ville 
des Trois-Riviéres et une trés grande partie des townships de ishSitt. act aGies 
liter 1'établissement des terres incultes.!61 


{NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: WAR OF 1812. ] 


MR. HUOT [donne avis que] jeudi prochain [il] demandera au gouvernement 
pourquoi il ne distribue point A ceux des miliciens blessés en Canada dans la 
guerre de 1812, entre les Etats-Unis d'Amérique et l1'Angleterre, incapables de 
travailler et de gagner leur vie en raison de leurs blessures, la somme d'argent 
qui leur a été accordée comme pension par le gouvernement provincial.!62 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ROADS. ] 


MR. DUFRESNE asked if ministers intended to change the system of making 
roads to new settlements!§3, either by offering them to public competition, or 
by the appointment of Commissioners, or in any other manner than that in which 
they are now made, !64 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said ministers did not intend to do so; no complaint 
had been made; the present system was deemed more economical.16> 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: ADDRESS CONCERNING INDIAN TREATY LANDS. ] 


MR. ROBINSON moved an address to his Excellency the Governor General, pray- 
ing that he will be pleased to cause measures to be taken, without further 
delay, for carrying into effect the Act passed during the last Session of the 
Legislature, for administering justiec. im the territory acquired by treaty with 
the Indians on the North Shore of Lakes Huron and Superior, and also for sur- 
veying and settling the wild lands in such part of that territory as may, on 
examination, be found fit for settlement.!66 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said the whole subject was under the consider- 
ation of the Government, with the view of immediate action being taken in the 
matter.16/ i 


MR. RANKIN said there was nothing in the circumstances of the Lake Superior 
district to justify the appointment of judges. 168 


The motion was then withdrawn. !69 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR DOCUMENTS ON CONSTITUTION OF LEGIS- 
LATIVE COUNCIL. | 


MR. FOLEY moved an Address to His Excellency the Governor General, pray- 
ing that he will be pleased to cause to be laid before this House copies of all 
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correspondence which has taken place between the Imperial and Provincial Govern- 
ments since November last on the subject of any alteration in the constitution 
of the Legislative Council of this Province, and all correspondence in relation 
to the recent appointments made to that Honourable Body. (March 9.) In moving 
the above Mr. F. said he had been given to understand that certain correspond- 
ence had taken place, the effect of which was entirely to alter the principle 
contended for by the late Government as applicable to the election of Legis- 
lative Councillors, altering it too through the intervention of the Imperial 
Government. With regard to the second part of this motion, it had appeared 
singular to many that an appointment should be made of a gentleman (Mr. Seymour) 
who at the last general election was defeated in his attempt to get a seat in 
this House. And after the election having entered into a contest to unseat the 
sitting member (Mr. Roblin) it did seem strange that he suddenly abandoned that 
contest, and immediately afterwards was elevated to a seat in the Legislative 
Council (Hear, hear.) These matters, he thought, required some information.!/0 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said there had been no correspondence between the 
Imperial and Provincial Governments on the subject. In regard to the gentleman 
who had been specially referred to by Mr. Foley, that gentleman had been a mem- 
ber of Parliament for the last 12 or 13 years, and he thought his selection a 
very proper one. 71 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) said the chief difficulty the late Administra- 
tion had experienced in dealing with the question of the Legislative Council, 
was how to dispose of those who were life members, and it did seem strange that 
the present administration should have increased that difficulty by adding to 
the number of life members. (Hear, hear.)172 


MR. FOLEY then withdrew his motion.!73 


[WITHDRAWN RESOLUTION RE: UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO AND UPPER CANADA 
COLLEGE. ] 


The next item on the notice paper was Hon. Mr. Cameron's resolution for 
the restoration of the faculties of Law and Medicine to the University of 
Toronto, and of the Endowment Board for the management of the proprieties of the 
said University, and Upper Canada College, and of the Council of Upper Canada 
College.!/74 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said it was the intention of the Government to 
take that matter up.175 


Hear, hear, from MR. BROWN.!76 


MR. CAMERON, on the understanding that the Government were to assume the 
responsibility, dropped his resolution. !/7 


FOOTNOTES: 12 MARCH 1855. 
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1855, reports that the difficulties were between the seignior of Beauhar- 
nois and certain inhabitants of Huntingdon and Chateauguay. The JOURNALS 
report the dispute was between the Seignior of Beauharnois and the inhab- 
itants of Russelltown. The confusion may be explained by the fact that 
Russelltown lies in the County of Huntingdon. 

Vile EVANS) 5 U7) dibelpetelay 1hteh5)2)¢ 

DBID. 

BED 

1i)5}18)0)- 

BEDS 

IBID. 

PBED 

JIS pAb Dies 

1EMED 

BED 

IBID. 

BaD. 

GUOBES) 22atiare hy T8557. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

GVOBB, 22 Manche S55). 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

GUOBES 22 March Usa" 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

CUOBE RN 22 March 855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

IBID. 

TEES 

IBIS ID) 

EBD 

IBHEID) 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

BEDE 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

ILS EID 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1655- 

TBI): 

TLIS}IE De 

IBID. 


2162 


46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
S0c 
oer 
yar 
5G. 
54, 
Enos 
Gi 
SWhic 
58. 
Swe 
60. 
ik 
62. 


6S. 
64. 
GS. 
66. 
G7. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
70) 
Toe 
ee 
74. 
Usie 
76. 
Ties 
78 
rie 
80. 
Sls 
BZ. 
83), 
84. 
85. 
86. 
S73 
88. 
89. 
0 
Oli 
92% 
Peis 


BED 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 
GLOBE, 22 Mareh 1855.. 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 
GEOBE, 22) Manrehelsoor 


2163 


Mareh USos. 


Manch L855. 


HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 


TBD 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
IBID. 
GLOBE, “22 March 1855. 


HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 


GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 


HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 


GLOBE, 22° Mareh, 1655. 


HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. In speaking of the Corruption Committee 
members, this newspaper names Mr. Robinson as the "Grand Trunk man", and it 
does not mention Mr. Crawford's allegiance. GLOBE, 22 March 1855, however, 
names Mr. Crawford as the "Grand Trunk man" and Mr. Robinson as a member of 


the “old family compact". 

GLOBE, 22 Mareh 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22eManchyls55. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPEGEATOR, 21 Mareh Wis55. 
GLOBE, 22) Marches»). 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

JERE). 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

EBD! 

GLOBE. 22 Narch 1855- 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

IBID. 


94, 
oo 
2D 
ie 
98. 
30 5 
100. 
EO 
102. 
103. 
104. 
LO Se 
106. 
1O75 
108. 
109; 
LLOn 
I UEIE 6 
ize 
Halsye 
114. 
Lv 5 
116% 
ys 
118: 
ies 
LZOR 
J eles 
P22. 
L236 
124. 
25. 
E26r 
Lea The 
TAS 
LAD 
130, 
Idle 
Ie 
ilps a 
134. 
1 
So. 
Ls 
I38i 
139 
140. 
141. 
V2. 
143. 
144. 


2164 


MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE AAA a Manel shOS ol. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GuOBEAm 22a Vane lesa. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22> March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GUOBE.w 22) Mareh Soa" 

EBED. 

IBID. 

TBUD. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March) 85a 

IBID. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 Maneh S55. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22 Marehy sao. 

IME} 

IBID. 

BED 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

BD 

GLOBE, 22 March 1855. 

BIDE 

IBID. 

TBEDE 

IBID. 

IBID. 

TBID: 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
TBED. 

GUOBERp2 2s Marsche Wea 5). 

IBID. 

LBD. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
IBID. 

IBID. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22) March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 >Mareh L855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 22) March 1855. 

IBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 21 March 1855. 


145. 


146. 
147. 


148. 
149. 
EXO). 
Pie 
152. 
153% 
154. 
I3¥D)c 
LO; 
Deo tes 
MW aKShe 
LBW). 
160. 
EG 1s. 
POL 
Poem 
164. 
TO 
166. 
POs 
168. 
169, 
L707. 
Aes 
(ly Og 


WS 
174. 
WS) 
176. 
Way es 


2165 


TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 20 March 1855, adds in its commentary that "the 
House was occupied for three hours" in this discussion. 
GLOBE, 22 Marceh 855) 
LE PAYS, 17 March 1855. The first set of elidwses in Mr. Chauveau > 
speech represents illegible words. The second set are replicated as per 
LE PAYS, 22 March 1855. The third set of ellipses represents an illegi- 
ble word. 
GLOBE, 22 March 855. 
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version of this withdrawn motion, however, there is no account of 
Mr. J.S. Macdonald's remark. Instead, MORNING CHRONICLE, 14 March 1855, 
reports a very similar comment within Mr. Foley's speech. The comment is 
reprinted below for the reader's consideration: 
we the chief difficulty in the proposed change was understood to 
arise from the existence of a number of life members; nowt (sic) the 
increase of this number was certainly not the best means of getting over 
that difficulty. 
CLOBE. 22 Maren sle55). 
TBEDS 
EBED. 
TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 19 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 22 March 855. 


TUESDAY 13 MARCH, 1855. 


(673) 
THE Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House reported, That tn obedience to 
Mr. Speaker's Warrant, he had lodged the body of Joseph Magloire Hudon tin the 
Common Gaol of the District of Quebec. 


(674) 

The following Petitions were severally brought up, and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Larwttl,--Eight Petitions of the Municipal Council of the County of 
Kent. 

By Mp. Papin,--The Pevttion of the Corporation of the College of 

Lidssomption; an and the Petition of the Reverend Féréol Dorval and others, of 
L'Assomptton. 

By Mr. Dionne,--The Petition of James Dall and others, of Temtscouata, 
Censttatres. 

By the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab,--The Petitton of W.P. Patrick, Chief 
Office Clerk, Legislative Assembly; and the Petition of the Hamilton Mercantile 
Ltbrary Assoctatton. 

By Mr. Poultot,--The Petition of the Munictpal Council of the County of 
Bellechasse. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cartier,--The Petition of the Reverend H.L. Gtrouard 
and others, of the County of Bagot; the Petition of Amable Dion and others, of 
the County of Bagot; and the Petition of the Soeurs de la cong rege oD Direa- 
tresses of the Convent of St. Hyactnthe. 

By Mr. DeWitt,--The Petition of the Reverend E. Patterson and others, of the 
Town of Stratford, in the County of Perth. 

By Mr. Solteitor General Ross,--The Petition of E. Duchesnay, Esquire, and 
others, School Commisstoners, and others, of the Parish of Ste. Marte, County of 
Beauce. a? 

By Mr. Thomas Fortier,--The Petition of the Reverend J. Harper, Curé, and 
others, of the Parish of St. Grégoire; and the Petition of the Reverend C. 
Marquis, Curé, and others, of the Parish of St. Célestin. 


























Ordered, That the Petition of George James Gale and others, Clerks and 
Bailtffs of Ditviston Courts, County of Grey, be referred to the Select Committee 
to whitch was referred the Bill to extend the Jurisdiction of Division Courts in 
Upper Canada. 








Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honorable the Legislative Council, 
to request that thetr Honors will be pleased to give leave to the Honorable 
Ettenne Paschal Taché and the Honorable Joseph Legaré to appear and give evt- 
dence before the Select Committee of this House to which is referred the Peti- 
tion of George Okill Stuart, Esquire, and others, complaining of the undue 
Eleetton and Return of Jean Blanchet, Esqutre, charles Alleyn, Esqutre, and the 
Honorable Jean Chabot, to represent the City of Quebec. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fergusson do carry the said Message to the Legislative 
Counctl. 














Mr. Hartman, from the Standing Committee on Standing Orders, presented to 
the House the Twenty-first Report of the satd Committee; which was read, as 
foltloweth: -- 

Your Committee have examined the Petitions of Charles Symmes and others, of 
the County of Ottawa, for an Act of Incorporation to butld an Academy at Aylmer; 
of the Very Reverend Edouard Joseph Crevier, V.G., and Curé of Ste. Marte de 
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Monnotr, for tneorporatton of La Communauté des Dames de la Providence de 


St. Hyacinthe; of Robert Gillespte and others, for incorporation as Trustees of 
an Academy to be established at Abbottsford; and of the City of Kingston Water 
Works Company, for an increase of thetr Capital Stock, but with no extenston of 
thetr powers. Your Committee are of opinton that none of these applicattons are 


of a nature requtring the publication of Notice. 


(675) 
Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron, Mr. Sanborn, and Mr. Huot, be added 
to the Standing Commtttee on Miscellaneous Private Bills. 


Ordered, That Mr. Flint have leave of absence for one month, on tmportant 
private bustness. 





MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH moved to add the names of the Hon. Messrs. Cartier 
and Cauchon, and those of Messrs. Bellingham and Morrison (Niagara) to the 
Standing Committee on Railways, Canals, and Telegraph lines.! 


MR. LARWILL said Mr. Lemieux had objected yesterday to his reappointment on 
the Corruption Committee, from want of time to apply himself to its duties. How 
could he find time then for the Railroad Committee? (Hear, hear.) Mr. Cartier 
he objected to as the Solicitor for the Grand Trunk, and Mr. Morrison as being 
personally interested to a great extent in railroad matters. And Mr. Bellingham 
had sat during the early part of the session on the Railroad Committee, although 
it had been found afterwards that he had no right to a seat in the House 
himself, while the great railroad interests of the West were left almost 
entirely unrepresented, it being with the greatest difficulty that the member 
for Essex (Mr. Rankin) had been got placed on the Committee.@ 


The motion was then agreed to without further opposition.2 


(675) 
Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cartier, the Honorable Mr. Cauchon, 
Mr. Bellingham, and Mr. Joseph Curran Morrison, be added to the Standing Commtt- 


tee on Ratlroads, Canals, and Telegraph Lines. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB moved for leave to introduce a Bill to regulate 
the Militia of this Province, and to repeal the laws now in force regulating the 
same. In doing so, he alluded to the very great importance of the Bill at a 
period like the present, when the great Empire to which we belonged was 
struggling with a powerful foe, and was calling away the forces at her disposal 
from every part of the Empire. In these circumstances it was right and proper 
that preparations should be made here for placing the Militia of the Province in 
such a state, that, if necessity required their services, they would as on all 
former occasions prove a credit to themselves and an honour to their country. 
From all he had read in the newspapers, and from conversations with many hon. 
members in this House, he was glad to see that the Report of the Commissioners, 
on which this Bill was founded, had been very favourably received.4 I1 dit 
qu'il a fait partie de la commission qui a préparé le rapport soumis dernié- 
rement a cette chambre sur ce sujet, et il espére que le bill qu'il soumet 
aujourd'hui rencontrera l'approbation de tout le monde.” It was scarcely neces- 
sary just now to go into the details of the Bill, but he might remark that the 
Sedentary Militia would be divided into two classes, one the Service men embrac- 
ing all bachelors between the ages of 18 and 40, and the remainder Reserve men. 
Of the bachelors and widowers not having children, between the ages of 18 and 40 
there .were in °Uppér’ Canada, “he “dlimost blushed “to say "it, no fewer than 
117,0006 [OR] 119,0007. (Laughter.) In Lower Canada things were in a better 
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state in that respect, the number of that class being only 72,000, making 
together a force of 189,000 men. The Commissioners also recommended the estab- 
lishment of a volunteer corps, its having been generally considered that one 
volunteer was worth a dozen pressed men.8 He hoped that the Government would be 
enabled by the spirit of patriotism which pervaded the House and the Country to 
carry the Militia Bill safely and speedily through all its stages.? 


MR. POWELL knew that the time had not arrived for making any remarks upon 
the Bill which the honorable and gallant leader of Government had introduced to 
the House. But he could not!9 allow the motion to pass without recording his 
testimony as to the efficient manner in which the Commission had discharged the 
duty devolving upon them. No better evidence of this could be found than the 
Manner in which their Report had been received by the Press throughout the 
length and breadth of the land.!! In no Country had the press more freedom than 
in this, and it was not only free but it was conducted with ability and intelli- 
gence.!2 The Press might be considered as the highest authority in giving 
expression to public opinion that could be looked to, and in this respect might 
be compared favourably with the Legislative Assembly itself. He found then that 
the Press had spoken out almost universally in favour of this report, with one 
exception, that of the Montreal Herald, a paper, which, however high its stand- 
ing in a commercial point of view, was rather chameleon in its politics, and 
could be cited on either side of all the great political questions of the day, 
and he did not, therefore, attach much weight to its dissent.}3 He had not the 
slightest notion as to whether or no the bill would be looked upon as a politi- 
cal question.!4 He repeated the hope of the gallant knight that this would not 
be made a political question!9, He hoped that it would not be forgotten that it 
involved the rights and privileges of the people, and trusted that the Opposi- 
tion would not regard it as a political measure but would carry it through in 
that manner which was best calculated to meet the interests it was intended to 
subserve. If any fault had been found with the Bill that fault was with its 
general features only.16 It had been feared before the report came out that the 
commission would recommend a standing army consisting of two or three regiments. 
That would have been perfectly useless as a defence against attack, whereas the 
present bill would enable the Province to maintain the militia system in an 
efficient state.!’ With regard to the police force, he would only remark that 
it was very much wanted.48 It had long been felt that the organization of the 
police in the cities--especially of Lower Canada had been utterly useless, in 
consequence of the presence of local and political influences--on that topic he 
need only refer to events, in this city, Quebec, within a few months!9 [OR] 
within the past twelve months29, He saw from the Lepore sthateet iwas not 
intended to increase gredtly the present cost of the police force and “he 
believed, considering that the cost of the constabulary in Upper Canada would be 
done away with, that they would not increase ti (sic) at all.2! This, however, 
was not the proper time to express an opinion. He would merely repeat that a 
universal feeling of gratitude pervaded the province for the introduction of a 
measure founded on a report which reflected the highest credit on the leader of 
the government.24 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal) agreed with the hon. Premier, that this question 
was one of the greatest importance to the country, but he thought the time for 
discussing the merits of the present Bill had not yet arrived. There was 
another measure, however, of very great importance, which had been long desired 
and asked for by the country, and which had been introduced into this House a 
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considerable time ago. He alluded to the Legislative Council Bill, and he asked 
why was there so much delay in proceeding with that measure, which, it had been 
announced by the late Commissioner of Crown Lands, and by the Premier himself, 
would be taken up in a certain order. Several questions had been put to the 
Ministry since the opening of this part of the session, but he did not find that 
any satisfactory answer had been given whether the measure was to be proceeded 
with or not. He thought some explanation on this point was due from the Min- 
istry, especially after the changes which had recently taken place in the 
personelle (sic) of the Administration. They knew that two of the new members 
had expressed their opinions against a measure of this kind, and the House ought 
to know on what principles they had taken office in connection with that ques- 
tion. The House should be informed whether the Provincial Secretary still 
insisted on his aristocratic principle of a £2000 qualification for members of 
Legislative Council, and whether the Commissioner of Crown Lands had or had not 
abandoned his opposition to an Elective Council.23 The hon. Provin[cJial Secre- 
tary had never given an explanation--probably, because, as he jocularly remarked 
to a member on this side of the nouse, he had lost: hisjevice (sic).24 The part 
of the country he (Mr. D.) came from, waited with the deepest anxiety those 
explanations, and the gallant knight ought to state whether he had abandoned the 
measure entirely, or whether he intended to proceed with it in the order for- 
merly announced.22 Il serait pourtant plus important pour le pays que la 
question du Conseil Législatif soit réglée, plutét que d'organiser la milice.2® 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said it was the intention of the Government to go 
on with the Legislative Council Bill as fast as they possibly could.2/ 


MR. HOLTON--Why the bill was printed before the ad journment.28 
MR. BROWN.--It was printed three months ago.29 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Perhaps so. I have not had charge of the Bill. 
It was in the hands of the late Commissioner of Crown Lands who has now been 
made a Judge.29 


MR. HOLTON--What does that matter, if there is no change of measures?! 
[OR] is there to be any change in the principles of the Bil1?32 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.—-Is' that a fair question? I assure the House 
and country that it is the intention of the Government to come down with that 
Bil1.33 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry).--When?34 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--At a quarter past three o'clock on--some 
Government day. (Laughter.)>> 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD thought the country should know what this bill was to be. 
Members wanted to discuss it with their constituencies.26 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB--So you shall.?/ 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (de Glengary) dit qu'il n'y a pas seulement que le bill 
du Conseil Législatif qui est différé; il y a encore le bill du Grand Tronc; 
qu'en fait-on?38 He . ventured to predict, and he was satisfied his prediction 
would be verified by the event that the Bill would be brought down at such a 
period of the Session, that it would have to be thrown over till the following 
Session. (Hear, hear.) The Government would say it was a most important meas- 
ure and the country ought to have time to consider it, and that it should not be 
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pressed through at the fag end of a session, and the result of it would be that 
it would hang over for another year. The Government were much more anxious to 
press through this Militia Bill in which they are particularly interested 
themselves (hear, hear,) than they were in going on with the Legislative Council 
Bill, in which the country were far more deeply interested, and which had been 
promised to be gone on with in a particular order.39 Il pense qu'on a le droit 
de douter de la sincérité du gouvernement relativement a ces grandes mesures 
demandées par le peuple, quand on le voit les remettre continuellement d'un jour 
a l'autre, et le pays attend depuis si longtemps qu'il faut enfin que le gouver- 
nement dise quelles sont ses intentions. I1 croit donc que le membre pour 
Montréal (M. Dorion) a bien raison de demander de nouvelles explications au 
gouvernement.40 There ought to be the least possible delay in proceeding with a 
Bill which altered so fundamentally the constitution of the other Branch of the 
Legislature, which this House had already declared to be incompetent to repre- 
sent the wishes of the people of the country.41 Quant a l'organisation de la 
milice, quelque importante que cette mesure puisse paraitre au ministére, il 
pense que les mesures qu'on promet depuis si longtemps sont plus pressantes, et 
qu'elles devraient passer avant.42 He feared the gallant knight would find 
himself much mistaken if he fancied, with his hon. friend from Carleton, that in 
either Upper or Lower Canada public opinion was so strongly in favour of it.43 
It would be found that there would be much more objection to it in Upper Canada 
than some gentlemen seemed to believe.44 That a better organization of the 
Militia was wanted might be admitted, but the success of this particular scheme 
of the Government was more than questionable.4° 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said it was not to be wondered at that the hon. member 
for Glengarry coming from among a people gifted with the second sight, should 
deal in prophecies. (Laughter.) But, however correct some of his predictions 
might have been, he was satisfied that this one would turn out incorrect. He 
denied that the Government had any intention of postponing this measure. There 
was no difference of opinion among the members of the Government as to the 
principle of the measure, but the same determination to carry it out that ever 
there was. He thought it strange, however, that a statesman of so much experi- 
ence as the hon. member for Glengarry should tell the House that a measure 
tending to change the whole organization of our Government, our whole constitu- 
tion in fact, did not require much more deliberation than a measure for reor- 
ginizing (sic) the militia.4® 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD.--Was it not ready and read a first time three months 
47 
ago? 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--It was, but the hon. gentleman should know that 
there is no one who feels the responsibility of carrying a great measure through 
this House--that could take up a measure concocted by another and carry it 
through in precisely the same words, unless he had had full time to examine 
every sentence and weigh every word. Mr. Morin having withdrawn from the Min- 
istry, it devolved upon some other member of the government to take charge of 
the measure, but it was not to be expected that it should be introduced again 
word for word as it originally stood. As to the delay, it was necessary that 
all the members of the Government should be consulted in regard to the Bil1,48 
to offer their suggestions and give their opinions, “4? and it was only within the 
last 8 or 10 days, that they have had the valuable assistance of the hon. member 
for Vercheres in considering it. But he again repeated that it would be brought 
down in a few days and he hoped the House would assist the Government in carry- 
ing it through this Session.29 


Pash T/A 


MR. HOLTON.--This much we may infer from the statement of the Hon. Attorney 
General, that, notwithstanding the emphatic denial of the gallant knight that 
the recent change in the administration involved any change of principle, the 
Elective Legislative Council Bill, as introduced by Mr. Morin, has been aban- 
doned. That Bill, the Attorney General admits, has been withdrawn, and another 
is being concocted. (Hear, hear). The Attorney General says it is impossible 
for one gentleman to take charge of another's Bill without giving it a vast 
amount of consideration. But in how striking contrast with this declaration was 
the course of the hon. gentleman in relation to another measure, the Segoiorial 
(sic), Baal (Hoax. ) thea). The Attorney General carried that Bill after long 
and full discussion through this House. From the other House it came back 
entirely changed, an entirely new Bill concocted by an outside Committee, and 
yet the hon. gentleman was ready to carry that new measure, affecting so funda- 
mentally the whole tenure of land in Lower Canada--to carry it through this 
House on two hours notice. (Hear, hear). But this Legislative Council Bill 
which he must have assisted his colleague in preparing, and which he has had 
before him printed for the last three months, he is not even yet prepared to go 
on with, until he has deliberately weighed every word of it.-! As to the 
Militia Bill that measure was one of so much importance that it required the 
fullest consideration from the House, and all correspondence connected with that 
measure should be laid on the table.?2 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--As to the Se[i]gniorial Bill which came down from 
the Upper House, it was by sitting up night after night that I was enabled to 
make myself master of every line of it. I assisted that committee, and there 
was not an expression in that Bill that I did not understand thoroughly, and 
most of it was drawn up with my own hand when I found that the committee were 
determined to take a certain course.-> He adapted that bill as much as he could 
to his own views, but when he could not carry them--submitted to the Committee's 
Report. 4 


MR. HOLTON.--I am quite aware of the hon. gentleman's grasp of intellect 
when he brings it to bear on any given subject. But he has proved the point 
against himself. If he could master the details of an entirely new Bill on so 
important a subject as the Seigniorial Tenure in the short space of four or five 
days, he might surely have succeeded in the space of three months in qualifying 
himself to take charge of the Legislative Council Bill, which he had himself 
assisted in preparing. (Hear, hear.)?? 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND repond qu'il connaissait le bill seigneurial parce 
qu'il l'étudiait depuis quatre ou cing ans, et qu'il était préparé pour tous les 
changemens qu'on pourrait faire sur ce sujet. 6 I never took so much interest 
in the Legislative Council Bill as in the Seignorial Bill, and have not given it 
nearly so much study. If public opinion is in favour of an Elective Legislative 
Councils LF do not Vehinks thate publ ce yop naony an eres arnds tow that, «Mattress 
correct?/, 


Ironical Hear, hear from the opposition.28 


[MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND continued:] I will bow to. public opinion, in its 
demand for this Bill but I am not prepared to take charge of it. I could never 
pretend to carry such a measure through this House in a way to satisfy myself, 
because my heart and soul would not be in it.>9 


Hear, hear from the opposition. ©? 


EM Te 


[MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND continued:] I do think it is rather a dangerous 
experiment. At the same time the whole country demands it, or seems to demand 
ft, ended vam-bound to yieidite public’ opinion on’ that point, but not being 
thoroughly convinced of the propriety of this organic change in our constitu- 
tion, I do not intend to take charge of the measure. 


MR. BROWN.--I believe the Attorney General East has expressed the views of 
not only himself but of nearly all his colleagues. (Hear, hear.) They are all 
“yielding to public opinion" for the sake of keeping office. (Cheers.) The 
hon. Attorney General says truly that this Elective Council scheme will effect 
an organic change in the constitution of our country; and yet the Government are 
carrying it through, not from convictions of their own, but simply because they 
are, cold, that. public, opinion is in favour of it. , (Hear, hear.) . Is it not so? 
I would like the Attorney General West to say if he is in favour of this Bill. 
iswouid. lake the, Inspector .General to say if he is in favour of this Bill. Jf 
would like the Premier of the Government to say if he approves of a double 
elective body in this country. I would like the Commissioner of Crown Lands to 
say whether he has changed his views since he answered the speech from the 
throne. On that occasion, did not the hon. gentleman state that he would not 
have voted for the clauses of the address referring to the Elective Council had 
he’ thought it "committed him to’ the principle of an Elective Legislative 
Council. 62 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON asked the hon. member to repeat the question.®3 


MR. BROWN.--When we were voting the Address in answer to the Speech from the 
Throne, did not the hon. gentleman vote for the clause relating to the Legisla- 
tive Council, with this express limitation that his doing so did not commit him 
to the principle of an Elective Council, which he continued to oppose as in 
previous Parliaments? (Hear, hear.) Is not that the fact 764 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON assented.©> 


[MR. BROWN continued:] And are those hon. gentlemen sitting there to carry 
out a measure which really belongs to the Opposition, a measure which is opposed 
to their own sentiments, a measure which a few months ago they looked upon as a 
dangerous experiment, as a sweeping organic change in our constitution? (Hear, 
hear.) I am not surprised that the Attorney General should tell us they are 
keeping it back, because their hearts are not with it. (Hear, hear.) I am one 
of those who believe that public opinion does not demand this measure. I look 
upon it as the mere stepping-stone to a complete change of our legislative and 
executive system as leading directly to the introduction of the American form of 
Government; and I think we should look the matter fully in the face, and either 
adopt one system.or other as a whole and not be ied from one to the other by 
imperceptible steps. That was the ground taken with me by hon. gentlemen oppo- 
site in last Parliament, and I am sorry to see they have taken up the numa daa 
ating position on so important a matter that they will bow to public opinion-- 
for what? To retain their seats on the Treasury Benches. (Cheers.) No doubt 
they have persuaded themselves that it is for the interests of the country that 
Ghey, anc they only, should be there--(Laughter,)--and that those honestly 
approving of the Elective Council should be on this side. But others may draw 
different conclusions from their conduct, and may say that this is not an 
honorable position for those gentlemen to occupy. (Hear, shear.) ea) hominy, ‘own 
part, although I am firmly opposed to the principle of the bill, I am desirous 
that it should be introduced as speedily as possible, in order that the question 
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may be brought to a settlement. Although opposed to the double Elective 
Chamber, I admit there is an evil in the present organization of the Upper 
House--which I believe, however, has been in a great measure produced by the 
action of the late ministry of this House--and I am desirous of seeing the 
matter disposed of. But for one I am prepared to say that, if that Bill passes 
this House, and we have established two Elective Chambers, equally entitled to 
express the public wish, that moment Responsible Government will be at an end, 
and we will be forced to adopt the whole results that inevitably flow from it. 
If that Bill passes, it will greatly weaken the only check we now hold over the 
Executive and I see no way of avoiding the application of other checks on 
Executive power in harmony with the new position, in which we will be placed. 
We have every day questions coming up which will be necessarily affected by the 
action of the Government on this great question; and if the Bill becomes law it 
is clear you will have to adopt the elective principle in other directions. I 
wish then to see the question settled that we may have a clear and definite 
ground to stand upon. Immediate attention is also necessary, that the other 
branch of the Legislature may not be left in the awkward position which it now 
occupies, damaged in the public estimation, and deprived of the opportunity of 
using that influence which it ought properly to exercise. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--The hon. gentleman might have spared his 
speech, as he will be obliged to make it all over again, when the Bill comes up 
for discussion.®/ 


MR. BROWN.--Undoubtedly, but I will not, like the hon. gentleman, make one 
speech on this side and another on that. (Hear, hear and laughter.) I think my 
hon. friends on this side of the House have taken up perfectly fair ground when 
they insist that the Government should lose no time in bringing down this Bill, 
which is of the most vital importance to the future interests of the country. 
(Hear, hear.)68 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON rose to order®9, Ti dit que tetarectes. on 
n'est. pas .sur- ler sujet du. consel] législatif, .mais sur, le, bill deamilice, 11 
sera prét a discuter la question quand elle viendra, mais il n’est pas juste de 
parler aujourd'hui du conseil législatif./ 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY, in reference to the delay which had occurred in 
introducing the Legislative Council Bill, asked if it would have been fair to 
have brought it down, in the absence of the gentlemen recently introduced into 
the Cabinet, who were said to hold different views regarding it from those of 
their colleagues? Or would it have been just to have brought it down in the 
absence of the hon. member for Lambton and the hon. member for Montreal (Messrs. 
Brown & Dorion,) who would of course take a very prominent part in the discus- 
sion? The Government did their best, but found it a most difficult task to 
please hon. gentlemen opposite./! The difficulty was that gentlemen opposite 
always discussed things from two points--thus last evening one said the commit-— 
tee on accusations was a whitewashing committee, the other that it was intended 
to condemn the persons accused. The government had waited then till the House 
was assembled to fill up the committee, and they did so still./2 


MR. HINCKS.--I agree with the hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands, that we are 
getting away from the question properly before the House. At the same time I do 
not think that some of the statements made by the hon. member for Lambton, who 
occupies a prominent position in this House as Leader of the Opposition, should 
be allowed to pass without some remark on my part. I cannot allow him to say 
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that public opinion is against a change in the Constitution of the Legislative 
Council without recording my opinion, that the public opinion of the country in 
all parts of the Province, both in Upper and Lower Canada, is decidedly in 
favour of it. Hon. gentlemen opposite, taunt the Government with want of unity 
and harmony, but how is it with themselves? The hon. member for Lambton says, 
that public opinion is against this measure. The hon. gentlemen besides (sic) 
the member for Sherbrooke (Mr. Galt,) and the two members for Montreal (Messrs. 
Holton and Dorion,) say that public opinion is in favour of it. And yet they 
taunt the Government with want of consistency. But I tell those hon. gentlemen, 
that they are responsible to the country just as much as the members of the 
Government. They may be called upon at any time to occupy a very responsible 
position. No one can tell the moment that those hon. gentlemen may be called 
upon to conduct the Government of this country. But I do not think they treat 
this question fairly, when they insist on the Government pressing forward their 
measure. I must say I am well pleased that the Government have not pressed 
forward this measure, for I think there can be no measure brought before this 
House, the details of which it is of more importance to have well considered 
than this of the Legislative Council. The hon. member for Lambton has today, as 
often before, endeavoured to frighten the hon. members who may be in favour of 
this measure, by holding up a bug-bear before them and declaring that the course 
once entered upon, there is no stopping place, and that all Responsible Govern- 
ment is at an end. My own deliberate opinion is, after having given the subject 
as much consideration as the hon. member for Lambton can have given it, that the 
system of an Elective Legislative Council can be carried out without in the 
least degree endangering the principles on which our system of Responsible 
Government is carried on. If I did not think so, I would not be in favour of a 
change, but would rather retain the system as it is with all its disadvantages, 
than change it at the cost predicted by the member for Lambton. But what is the 
course which the hon. gentleman says he will take? He has always professed to 
be opposed to the principle of an Elective Council, but he declares now, that 
the moment you adopt that principle, he throws away all his opposition to 
€arrying 4Lbivout, Eo.i1ts: fuld. extent. He takes it for granted that he must be 
right in supposing that all those consequences must necessarily FLOW EisOmpeiit, 
and, instead of waiting to see whether other persons who have thought on the 
subject as well as he, may not be right,--instead of waiting to see whether 
those dead locks between the two branches of the Legislature which he predicts, 
will necessarily occur, instead of waiting to see the result of the change, he 
gives up everything, and is prepared to adopt at once entirely different insti- 
tutions /3, and says all our institutions must be done away with.’4 I do not 
believe that the warnings he has held out to us will be verified./> He believed 
the honorable gentleman was not sincere in his support of those institutions. 
As in England since the time of the Revolution, the Government Of vthis® portion 
of the Empire must be carried on through the Legislative Assembly, and he 
apprehended no danger whatever from the principles of the Legislative Council 
Bill. /6 By proper deliberation on the part of the Legislature, you can adopt a 
system which will give you a second body that will exercise a very salutary 
control over the Legislation of the country, without any danger of those col- 
lisions the supposed occurrence of which is the foundation on which the member 
for Lambton seems to rest his determination, avowed to-night, that the moment 
you carry this measure all his principles as to the manner in which the 
Government of the country can be most satisfactorily conducted, will be thrown 
to the winds, and he will advocate Republican insta cCUELONG, = LO sthat 1s the 
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amount of it in plain terms. I think the Government are acting wisely in taking 
time to consider the details of this measure. As to the particular views of the 
members of the Government on this question, we have nothing to do with that. 
The Government come down as a whole with the Elective Legislative Council Bill, 
and we have nothing to do with the way in which each individual member of the 
Government has been brought to assent to particular parts of the Bill. Every 
one who has had anything to do with Governments must know that there must be 
mutual concessions in these matters, and I must say that the more deliberation 
they give to it the better./7 It would not be too much for honorable members, 
considering the short time since the formation of the present Cabinet, to afford 
to wait until the Government would be prepared. With regard to the Militia 
Bill, it was unnecessary to go into its details in its present state./8 [He ] 
then concluded by expressing his approval of the militia scheme of the Govern- 
ment, in its general features./ 


MR. GALT said the remarks of the hon. member for Renfrew seemed to imply 
that the views of the hon. member for Lambton to the Legislative Council ques- 
tion were generally shared in by the opposition. Now, if he understood the 
position of that hon. gentleman, he probably stood quite alone in his views on 
that subject, on the opposite side of the house.89 


MR. BROWN.--Quite so.8! 


MR. GALT contended that the hon. member probably stood entirely alone on 
that question, now that the gentlemen who formerly acted with him in opposition 
to an Elective Council, had seen reason to change their minds. (Hear, hear.) 
He thought an explanation was due from the Provincial Secretary of the position 
he now occupied on this question. It was well known that that hon. gentleman 
had refused to join a previous administration, with which on every other subject 
he was at one, on account of his views not agreeing with theirs on the one point 
of the qualification of members of the Legislative Council. Probably he had 
seen reason to change his views on that point, and he said it was desirable that 
the House should know the fact.82 Perhaps the honorable member for Verecheres 
would inform the house what changes were made in the bill and whether there was 
any change of principle. The country was in favor of the Bill. Half of the 
Bill was introduced by the government and they gave all their assistance on it 
(Be) Wukes MWWepealial. 

The Bill for an effective militia for the defence of the country was an all 
important one and all correspondence which had taken place in relation to it 
should be laid before the house, and there could be no difficulty in informing 
the house of the means of internal defence of the province.83 


MR. PROV. SEC. CARTIER.--The Legislative Council Bill will shortly be in the 
hands of members, and then they will know all about it. I will only say now 
that the qualification will be such as to secure the services in that body, of 
gentlemen who have a stake in the country.84 


Ironical Hear, hear, from the opposition.85 


MR. RANKIN did not think there was any very urgent feeling in the country on 
the subject of the Legislative Council, and he did not believe there would be 
much discontent although it lay over for another session.8® He did believe that 
the defence of the country was a matter of the utmost importance.8/ 


MR. TURCOTTE assured the ministry that their friend as well as their oppo- 
nents and those who desired to judge coolly rather than as partizans on either 
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side, were anxious to know what the ministry proposed to do with this bi11.88 
[Ils] veulent qu'il soumette a la chambre les mesures qui sont promises au 
peuple depuis si longtems.  Puisque le bill seigneurial a bien été passé en 
trois ou quatre jours, il lui semble qu'il ne faut pas autant de temps qu'on 
prend pour soumettre celui du Conseil Législatif.89 Had it been carried through 
sooner as it ought to have been, they would not have had their Seignorial Bill 
hacked up and cut to pieces, as it had been by the other House. 29 They viewed 
with a jealous eye the pushing forward of other measures, and the retardation of 
this so important a one--this, which had it been arranged previously to the 
passing of the Seignorial Tenure Bill, would have prevented the Legislative 
Council from interfering with and marring the work of the other Houses.?! Les 
ministres avouent que l'opinion publique est en faveur de cette mesure, mais il 
croit que l'opinion publique de l'administration y est opposée, car M. Drummond 
lui-méme vient de déclarer qu'il ne l'avait pas a coeur et que le gouvernement 
ne le présenterait que pour satisfaire aux voeux du peuple. Le gouvernement va- 
t-il forcer les membres de croire qu'il se moque d'eux? I1 (M. T.) ne voit dans 
le ministére que deux membres (MM. Lemieux et Spence) qui soient en faveur de la 
mesure. Elle est entre les mains de nouveaux convertis, et on ne peut avoir 
confiance en eux pour son réglement. M. Cauchon s'est formellement déclaré 
contre le Conseil Législatif électif et il ne la prendra en main que quand il y 
sera forcé par l'opinion publique. I1 (M. T.) ne voit que M. Lemieux qui ait a 
coeur Ve eprincipée du bill; mais il-craint de le voir faiblir, entouré qu'il est 
par tant de membres qui y sont opposés. I1 est certain que le bill ne sera 
soumis-ajlaychampres quia Lavderniére. heure, lorsqu'’il n'y atra plus moyen de 
fecuher,—-mais alors «lasera' trop tard: l'heure: dw peuple sera arrivée et les 
aura devancés.?2 He only hoped that the result would not be to force the 
friends of the ministry to exclaim, 
"Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes." 

The truth was that if ministers wanted to play they should do so somewhere 
else, for it was nothing but playing with the House to act as they were now 
doing, and to leave a measure of this importance to the modification which would 
be made in it by friends grown cold, or new converts. After blaming the lenity 
of Sir Allan, shown in his saying that the bill would come down some government 
day, and ridiculing the pretensions that there could be any sound cause for 
delaying a bill printed so long ago, he concluded by asking what reply members 
were to make to their electors??. When they returned to their constituents, and 
were asked, where is your Elective Council Bill? where is your Municipal Bill? 
where is your Bill for the amendment of the Seignorial Act?--What answer would 
it be to say, we have none of these, but here is a Militia Bill for you.?4 iEak 
termine en disant aux ministres de prendre garde a leurs actes, car il pourrait 
se faire gu'ils ne se maintiendront pas longtems au pouvoir. 


MR. BROWN, in reply to Mr. Hincks, explained that he had not asserted that 
public opinion was against any change in the Legislative Council, but that it 
was not in favour of? Mr. Morin's bill?/, and, sthateisather sthan wdedls with et 
that way, it should be abolished altogether. 28 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB considering the tremendous noise Mr. Brown was 
always making about nothing, recommended the opposition to invest him with an 
office as their premier--that of Fuss-Master-General.?? He had hoped, when the 
hon. gentleman rose to make an explanation, that he would have explained some 
others of his remarks to which he had listened with much pain. What the hon. 
gentleman had said in effect was just this--I’ am opposed to your Bill, but bring 
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ist, down, .and my friends, behind me will pass 16. and sthen iwi... wor fomsa 
thorough change in our consti[t]ution, I will introduce the American principle 
of Government as fast as I can. 


MR. BROWN. I never said that.10l 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--The hon. gentleman said he was opposed to the 
measure, but he wished to see it passed that he may have an opportunity of 
changing of form our Government.192 


MR. BROWN rose to explain but193-- 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB would not yield the floor, but continued--The 
hon. gentleman had an opportunity of explaining already, and if he had made the 
explanation I would not have said a word. But he says--pass that Bill, which 
will afford me an opportunity of changing our whole system of Government. And 
then no doubt some of his friends behind him will say--you have gone so far, you 
had better go the whole length; the hon. member for Lambton has assimilated our 
Government so completely to that of the United States, annexation that we would 
as well have at once.!04 


MR. FOLEY thought there was an intimate connection between the two measures 
now being discussed together. The cabinet had been so often reconstructed that 
the ministry scarcely knew which office each of them held, and it was very much 
to be feared that if this bill passed before the Legislative Council bill, that 
the country would be deprived of the services of the Gallant Knight in the 
reconstruction of the Council. The inevitable consequence of such an order of 
precedence would be that the Gallant Knight would have to carry out the provi- 
sions of the militia bill. Every body knew that he was marked out for the post 
as well by public opinion, as by his warlike exploits!95, Who had not heard of 
his gallant exploits at Navy Island at Chippawa, and on many other well fought 
fields? (Hear, hear and laughter.) Of course then the whole country would 
agree in the gallant knight being placed in position to carry out the working of 
the Militia Bill after it was once adopted, and, if they thus lost his valuable 
services in the Government, of course the ministry would require another 
lengthened period to explain the Legislative Council Bill to their new col- 
league, as they had already required so much time to make the new Provincial 
Secretary and commissioner of Crown Lands understand it.t96 He must say that 
before any such trumpery measure to set up fifty or sixty idle men in each 
county was brought in, that the Elective Legislative Council measure would be 
brought down, especially as it has been recommended in the speech from the 
throne, and already submitted to the House.107 


DR. ROLPH remarked that while it was admitted that there was a demand in the 
country for the Legislative Council to be made elective, the hon. member for 
Essex [Mr. Rankin] thought it might be allowed to pass over another session. He 
hoped that this was not ominous of what was going to happen! 08, From the compo- 
sition of the present Ministry, [he] was afraid: that the Premier might be 
induced to throw over the Legislative Council Bill to another session, which, he 
was convinced, would create great public dissatisfaction. The Attorney General 
East said the measure was not ready. But why was it not ready? New elements 
had been introduced into the Cabinet, and the Attorney General said that the new 
members must have an opportunity of considering the Bill. But could it really 
be true that the recent changes in the Cabinet took place without any reference 
whatever to this measure? (Hear, hear.) Did those hon. gentlemen take their 
seats in the Cabinet without their opinion being asked on this important 


ZAeTS 


subject? (Hear, hear.) Did the hon. Premier, knowing the former opinions of 
those gentlemen, take them in at hap-hazard, or with the hope that they would 
rather consent to be converted to different principles than give up their newly 
acquired seats on the Treasury Benches? (Hear, hear.) The gallant Knight, in 
reply to the charge of a want of unity in the Government, turned to the opposi- 
tion, and asked of what materials were they composed. The opposition admitted 
that there were some matters on which they did not all agree, but was that any 
reason why a Cabinet should be formed of discordant materials? (Hear, hear.) 
Ought not the gallant knight rather to set an example to the opposition by 
forming a Cabinet of strength, both with respect to influence and to unity of 
principle and action? (Hear, hear.) Instead of such unity the gallant Knight 
in his present position, between Conservatism on the one hand and Liberalism on 
the other, reminded him of Ulysses steering between Scylla and Charybdis, 
scarcely knowing which class of his supporters he should gratify, by inclining 
towards the one side or the other.!99 He warned the NanLsery ehatwitee we 
predictions of the hon. member for Lambton were ever realised as to our system, 
it would arise from the fact, that a cloud had been brought over responsible 
government by recent events, and when the member for Renfrew, and the premier 
blamed Mr. Brown so severely they might have remembered a recent despatch of 
Lord Grey's to Prince Edward Island, in which that nobleman honestly stated his 
opinion, that responsible government was not fit for a colony and recommended 
the American system, reminding the colonists at the same time, that under it the 
Americans enjoyed as much liberty as themselves.!!9 He thought the House should 
insist on the Legislative Council Bill being proceeded with before allowing the 
Government to organize a Militia force equivalent to a standing army which a 
corrupt Government might prostitute to the worst of purposes. He was not very 
much surprised at the Government delaying so long their Elective Council and 
Franchise measure, knowing well, as they did, that when the people were fully 
represented in both branches of the Legislature they could not occupy their 
present positions for one hour. (Hear, hear.)!11 


MR. RANKIN denied that his remarks had been inspired by the government.112 
MR. FOLEY expressed ... [himself] briefly.!13 


MR. BELLINGHAM regarded the Elective Legislative Council as a conservative 
measure!1!4 [and] remarked that there were no settled opinions in the country, 
politically, commercially, nor religiously.!15 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said that so far as he was aware all the des- 
patches from the Imperial Government in reference to the withdrawal of the 
troops and the future defence of the Province, had been said before the House. 
If there were any others, they would be brought down.116 


MR. HOLTON believed that no information or correspondence on the subject 
should be kept from the House.!1? 


The motion was then agreed to and the Bill read!18, 


(675) 

Ordered, That the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab have leave to bring in a 
Bill to regulate the Milttia of this Province, and to repeal the Acts now in 
force for that purpose. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Poulin have leave to bring in a Bill to incorporate the 





recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Pouliot have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Law 
regulating the property qualtficatiton of Justices of the Peace, by reducing the 
amount of such qualtfication. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Thursday the twenty-second instant. 


Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honorable the Legislattve Council, 
requesting thetr Honors to permtt the Honorable Louts Panet, one of their 
Members, to give evidence before this House on the matter of the accusation 
against Jean Gagné, in relatton to the last Election but one for the County of 
Saguenay. 

Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Chauveau do carry the satd Message to the 
Legtslative Council. 








MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE introduced a Bill to abolish Postage on Newspapers 
published within the Province of Canada, and for other purposes connected with 
the Post Office Department of this Province. The hon. gentleman said that at 
present certain classes of papers, those of an educational, scientific!!9, 
temperance!20, and agricultural character, were transmitted free of postage.!21 
He believed that, without any depreciation of the militia law, a perfectly free 
press was the best defence of popular rights and liberties.!22 The journals of 
the Lower Province were also admitted free of postage. The present measure 
would extend this benefit to newspapers generally.!23 The Government now 
in{[t]ended to sweep away this partial system, and let all classes of papers 
published in the Province go free. He was sure there would be no difference of 
opinion as to the propriety of this step. The Bill would also enable the 
Department to raise the maximum salary of their officers from £400 to £500, and 
the chief officer, Mr. Griffin, would receive the same salary as he had before 
the Post office Department was transferred to the Province authorities. The 
Bill would also make a new arrangement of the Inspectorships and would abolish 
the absurd system of making one department keep a debt or account with another. 
All the correspondence of the different departments would be charged directly on 
the revenue of the Province.!24 This would enable him to give members of the 
House an hour and a half more time in which to put their letters &c., than at 
present.!25 The same rule would apply to the documents and correspondence of 
this House, and members would have the privilege of receiving and distributing 
free during the rec[e]ss all the printed documents of both Houses.!26 
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Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Spence have leave to bring in a Bill to 
abolish Postage on Newspapers published within the Province of Canada, and for 
other purposes connected with the Post Offtce Department of this Province. 

He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Macdonald have leave to 
bring in a Bill to explain an Act, intituled, "An Act to amend and extend the 
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Law relative to the remedy by Replevin in Upper Canada." 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 


Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Macdonald have leave to 
bring tn a Bill to tnerease the Capital Stock of the City of Kingston Water 
Works Company. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Hartman have leave to bring in a Bill to repeal the Act 16 
Vie. cap. 189, and to regulate travelling on Public Highways in Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Mr. Poultot moved, seconded by Mr. Thtbaudeau, and the Question being 
proposed, That Mr. Alleyn and Mr. Felton be added to the Spectal Committee to 
which was referred the Bill to amend the Act, intttuled, "An Act to repeal two 
certatn Acts therein menttoned relating to Agriculture, and to provide for the 
remedy of abuses prejudictal to Agriculture;" 

On motton of Mr. Masson, seconded by Mr. Thomas Fortier, the Question was 
amended, by leaving out the names of "Mr. Alleyn and Mr. Felton" and inserting 
the names of "Mr. Laporte and Mr. Jean Baptiste Daoust" tnstead thereof. 

Then the matn Questton, so amended, being put; 

Ordered, That Mr. Laporte and Mr. Jean Bapttste Daoust be added to the 
Spectal Committee to which was referred the Bill to amend the Act, tntituled, 
"An Act to repeal two certain Acts therein mentioned relating to Agriculture, 
and to provide for the remedy of abuses prejudicial to Agrtculture." 








On motion of Mr. Atkins, seconded by Mr. Foley, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, for coptes of the By-Laws or Statutes which have been presented to His 
Excellency by the Toronto Universtty, and which have recetved his sanetton; a 
Statement of the number and amount of the Scholarships, the establishment of 
whieh His Excellency has sanecttoned; of the names and restdences of the persons 
upon whom they have been conferred; of the number of matriculated and other 
Students tn Untverstty College, Toronto; their names, residences, and dates of 
matriculatton, and the amount charged each Student for the several courses of 
Lectures, and the sums actually received for the current year, or terms endtng 
tn thts year. 





[MR. AIKINS] explained that he desired this information in consequence of 
the announcement by the Government that they intended making important altera- 
tions in the constitution of the University.!2/ 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he would consent to the motion, if the words 
were struck out, “or to which his sanction has been refused, or which are still 
under his consideration."!28 


MR. WILSON asked what reason there could be for receiving copies of the By- 
Laws to which his Excellency's sanction had been refused?129 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB--We will not give them.!30 
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MR. FOLEY said it was of importance that the House should know what measures 
had been proposed by the senate, on which there was a difference of opinion 
between them and the Government. The Government by the aid of their majority 
might attempt to suppress the information, but he hoped there was enough inde- 
pendence in the House to insist on its being given.}3 


MR. HINCKS was amused at the discussion which had been going on for some 
time. He was not aware that there were any statutes which His Excellency the 
Governor General had refused to sanction. The manner in which hon. gentlemen 
had talked about concealment, was particularly amusing. He referred partic-— 
ularly to the remarks of the hon. members for Norfolk and Waterloo.!32 


MR. CAMERON [also] expressed ... [his] belief that not one single statute 
proposed by the University, had been refused by the Government.!33 


MR. FOLEY understood that it was intended to restore the faculties of Law 
and Medicine, to which the Senate of the University had objected.134 


MR. HINCKS explained that the Senate were entirely precluded, by law, from 
entertaining any such question, and no by-laws could have been made, affecting, 
in the slightest measure, the gentlemen on the Treasury Benches. They felt, 
however, that any by-laws that there might be under the consideration of the 
Government, should not be produced. The only object sought to be obtained was 
that of inducing the Government to express some opinion, with regard to the 
propriety of restoring the faculties of Law and Medicine.135 


After some further discussion, 36 MR. AIKINS consented to strike out the 
objectionable words!37, 
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Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executtve 
Counetl of thts Provtnece. 


Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring tn a Bill to establish a Ctircutt 
Court tn and for the County of Joltette. 

He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a 
Registry Office in the County of Joliette. 

He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Jobin have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Act 12 
Vic.. cap. 123, ~ntittulLed, "An Act to~dituide, the,County of, Berthter imo two 
Municipalities, and for other purposes relative to the said County," and the Act 
13 & 14 Vie. cap. 110, inttituled, "An Act to remedy an error tin the Act dividing 
the County of Berthier into two Muntctpalities." 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
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recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 








Ordered, That Mr, Ferrite have leave to bring in a Bill to legaltze certain 
Grants from the Munictpalittes of this Province towards the Patriotic Fund. 
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MR. CAMERON called the attention of the Government to the circumstance that 
many Canadian municipalities and other bodies had made subscriptions to the 
Patriotic Fund, which did not come under the general head of the Canadian 
contribution transmitted by the Government. These smaller contributions would 
probably be to a certain extent lost sight of, and he therefore suggested to the 
Government the propriety of writing to the secretaries in England to place all 
the sums so received under one Canadian head, so that in the general account of 
the sun eee Canadian contributions might appear in one round sum. 138 (Hear, 
hear.) 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB had had communications on the subject, and had 
recommended that the monies collected should be forwarded through the Receiver 
General.!40 The Receiver General was about to give notice that he would receive 
and transmit all sums subscribed in Canada.!41 


(677) 
He accordingly presented the satd Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Tuesday next. 


Ordered, That (Mr.] Ferrie have leave to bring tn a Bill to vest in Muntet- 
palittes tn Upper Canada, original allowances: for roads within their respective 
boundaries. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Tuesday the twenty-seventh instant. 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said he had no objection to the introduction of 
the Bill; but he could state that he decidedly objected to its principle.!42 


(677) 
Ordered, That the Petttton of James Marshall, of Youngstown, and the Pett- 
tton of John Montgomery, of the City of Toronto, Innkeeper, be printed for the 
use of the Members of thts House. 


Ordered, That the Petttton of the Reverend J. Auclair and others, of the 
City of Quebec, be referred to the Select Committee to which was referred the 
Bill to amend and consolidate the provistons contained in the Ordinances to 
tneorporate the City and Town of Quebec, and to vest more ample powers in the 
Corporation of the satd City and Town. 





The Order of the House for the hearing of Counsel on behalf of Jean Gagné of 
the Parish of St. Ettenne, tn the County of Saguenay, Notary, betng read;143 

Siméon Leliévre, Esquire, appeared as Counsel for Mr. Gagné, and was heard 
at the Bar accordingly. 

On motton of Mr. Poultot, seconded by Mr. Desaulniers, 

Ordered, That John Nairne, Esquire, be examined as a Wttness on the part of 
Mr. Gagné. 

The House being tnformed that John Natrne, Esquire, attended at the door, he 
was called in; and examined, as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Poultot:-- 

1. Are you not John Nairne, Esquire, Setgnior of La Malbate, residing in 
the Parish of St. Ettenne de La Malbaie?--I am. 

2. Is it not true that you are thoroughly acquainted with the handwriting 
of Jean Gagné, Notary, of the Parish of La Malbate, having frequently seen him 
write, and having employed him for a number of years?--It is. 
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5. Is tt not true that you have carefully examined the Poll-book for the 
Parish of St. Fidéle, returned as such at the last Electton but one for the 
County of Saguenay; and wtll you state whether or not any of the votes taken 
down theretn are in the handwriting of the said Jean Gagné, and more particu- 
larly any of those between the numbers 1700 and 1760?--I have examined the Poll- 
book of St. Fidéle, and I did not recognize the handwriting of Mr. Jean Gagné in 
that Poll-book. I have examined the part of the book referred to--my answer 
appltes to the votes between 1700 and 1760. 

4. What character, as regards probity, does the satd Jean Gagné, Esquire, 
Notary, bear, and what ts his general reputation in thts respect in the County 
of Saguenay?--Mr. Gagné enjoys a good reputation. 

o. Is tt not true that the said Jean Gagné was at the last Election save 
one for the County of Saguenay, neither Deputy Returning Officer for the said 
County, nor Poll-clerk there?--I am not aware that he was. 


(678) 

















by “Mr Loranger:== 

6. Have you in your possesston any ptece of writing of the satd Jean Gagné? 
--I have not here. i; i 

By Mr. Soltettor General Ross:-- 

7. Have you examined the handwriting in all the votes entered in the satd 
Poltl-book?--I have gone through the whole book. 

By the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond: -- 

8. Have you examined the Poll-book itn questton so as to enable you to say 
that the handwriting of the satd Jean Gagné is not to be found in any part of 
the same?--I have examined the Poll-book, and have not seen his handwriting in 
any’ pare’ of "Let, 

By Mr. Loranger: -- 

9. Do you know tn whose handwriting the names of voters from numbers 1700 
to,1/760 are?=-I, cannot. say. 

10. Are you acquainted with any of the handwriting tin thts book?--I am not. 

By Mr. Solicitor General Ross:-- 

11. Have you examined the figures in all pages of the said Poll-book, and 
can you state by whom the same have been written?--I have examined the figures 
in some parts of the book, and some of them resemble Mr. Gagné's writing, but I 
cannot say whether they are or not. 

By Mr. Loranger: -- 

12. Indicate the figures in the satd Poll-book whtch resemble Mr. Gagné's 
wrtiting?--The figures in the margin 1480, 1510, 1900, 2381, 2410, 2448, 2530, 
2550, 2561, 2564, 2570, 2580, 2590, 2593, 2610, 2630, 2640, 2650, 2660, 2670, 
2680,, 2710, 2724, 2730, 2740, 2815, 2830, 2840, 2860, 2870, 2880, 2900, 2950, 
2960, 2970, 2971, 3005, 3010, 3020, 3030, 3040, 3050, 3060, 3120, 3150, 3160, 
3180; S190, 8230, “S260. 92708 59 G0N 1629045500, S310 ss 20) aeSesa weer Omose, 
and I think in Mr. Gagné's handwriting.--In the addition, the figures 2381, 
2411, 2441, 2462, 2492, 2522, are also, I think, in Mr. Gagné's writing. 

By Mr. Poultot:-- 

13. Is tt not true that the figures which you mention are figures in the 
margin of the Poll-Book, stating the total number of additions, and not that of 
the votes of Electors?--The figures in question certify the number of votes but 
not the votes themselves. 

By Mr. Soltettor General Ross:-- 

14, How long has the said Jean Gagné, to your knowledge, resided in the 
County of Saguenay, and in what Parish, and has he had opportunities of being 
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acquainted with the tnhabitants of the Parish of St. Fidéle and of proving the 
number thereof?--Mr. Gagné has restded in the County of Saque Saguenay for the last 25 
years, to my knowledge, in the Parish of St. Ettenne de La Malbatie, and I 
presume that he is acquainted with the people of St. Fidéle, which is the 
adjotning Partsh. 

And then he was dtrected to wtthdraw. 

On motton of Mr. Pouliot, seconded by Mr. Desaulnters, 

Ordered, That Joseph Hamel, Esqutre, be examined as a Witness on the part of 
Mr. Gagné. 

And the House being informed that Mr. Hamel attended at the door, he was 
called in; and examined, as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Poultot:-- 

15. Are you not Joseph Hamel, of the City of Quebec, Land Surveyor?--I am. 

16. Is tt not true that you are well-acquainted with the handwriting of 
Jean Gagné, of the Partsh of La Malbate, Notary, the person now at the Bar, 
having frequently seen him write?--Yes. 

17. Is it not true that you did yesterday carefully examine the Poll-book 
for the Partsh of St. Fidéle, returned as such at the last Election but one for 
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the County of Saguenay, and will you state whether or not any of the votes taken 
down therein are in the handwriting of the satd Jean Gagné, and more particu- 
larly any of those between the numbers 1700 and 1760?--I examined the book 
yesterday, and more particularly the names between the numbers 1700 and 1760, 
and I did not find any name in any respect resembling the handwriting of 
Mr. Gagné. 

18. Is tt not true that you compared the handwritings in the satd book with 
that of the satd Jean Gagné, and that no one of those handwritings resembles 
that of the said Jean Gagné?--I have compared them, and no one of the names 
inscribed in the said book resembles the handwriting of the satd Jean Gagné. 

19. Have you in your possession any letters or other documents wrttten by 
the said Jean Gagné, and tf so produce them?--I produce two letters in the 
handwriting of Mr. Gagné who writes to me nearly every week. The others are of 
a private nature. 

By Mr... Masson:=- 

20. Are you related to Mr. Gagné, and how nearly?--I am his brother-in-law, 
having been married to his sister, now deceased. 

By Mr. Soltettor General Ross:-- 

21. Do you recognize the handwriting of any person or persons, and of whom, 
in the entrtes of the names of voters in the satd Poll-book?--I do not recognize 
any, as I do not restde in that neighbourhood, and have no intercourse with any 
one but Mr. Gagné. 

And then he was directed to wtthdrauw. 

On motion of Mr. Poultot, seconded by Mr. Dacditinvese) 

Ordered, That Michel Tesster, Esquire, be examined as a Wttness on the part 
of Mr. Gagné. 

And the House being informed that Mr. Tessier attended at the door, he was 
called in; and examined, as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Poultot:-- 

22. Are you not Michel Tessier, of Quebec, Esquire, Notary?--I am. 

23. Is tt not true that you are acquainted with the handwriting of Jean 
Gagné, Notary, of the Parish of La Malbaie, the person now at the Bar, from 
having often seen him write?--Yes, I am acquainted with his writing. 
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And then he was directed to withdraw to examine the Poll-book of the Parish 
of St. Fidéle. 

“On motion of Mr. Poultot, seconded by Mr. Desaulniers, 

Ordered, That Henry Bolduc, Esqutre, be examined as a Witness on the part of 
Mr. Gagné. 

And the House being informed that Mr. Bolduc attended at the door, he was 
called tn; and examined, as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Poultot:-- 

24. Are you not Henry Bolduc, Notary, of the City of Quebec?--I am. 

25. Is tt not true that you are acquainted with the handwriting of Jean 
Gagné, Notary, of the Parish of La Malbatie, the person now at the Bar, from 
having often seen him write?--I am perfectly acquainted with the handwriting of 
Mr. Gagné, having often seen him write. 

26. Is tt not true that you, yesterday, carefully examined the Poll-book 
for the Parish of St. Fidéle, returned as such at the last Electton save one, 
for the County of Saguenay, and have the goodness to state whether any of the 
votes whitch are registered are tn the handwriting of the said Jean Gagné, par- 
ttcularly from numbers 1700 to 1760?--I yesterday examined the Poll-book in 
questton wtth all possible attention, and looked it over from beginning to end: 
I examined wtth attention from 1700 to 1770 parttcularly, and I found none of 
them in the handwriting of Mr. Gagné. 
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27. How long have you known the satd Jean Gagné, and what is hts character 
tn respect of honor and probity?--I have known. the said Jean Gagné these twenty- 
five years; and to my knowledge he has always enjoyed an trreproachable 
character. 

And then he was dtrected to withdraw. 

Mr. Michel Tesster was then agatn called in; and hts examinatton continued, 
as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Poultot:-- 

28. Is tt not true that you have thts day carefully examined the Poll-book 
for the Parish of St. Fidéle, returned as such at the time of the last Electton 
but one, for the County of Saguenay, and wtll you state whether or not any of 
the votes taken down therein, are in the handwriting of the said Jean Gagné, and 
more particularly betwe[e|]n the numbers 1700 and 1760?--I have not had time to 
examine the book throughout, but I have examined betwele|n the numbers 1700 and 
1760, and I do not recognize the handwriting of Mr. Gagné throughout that part 
of the book. 

29. How long have you been acquainted with the said Jean Gagné, and what 
character does he bear with respect to probity and honesty?--I have been 
acquainted with him for thirty years and more; I have always known him an honest 
man, and of trreproachable probity. 

And then he was directed to wtthdrau. 

On motion of Mr. Poultot, seconded by Mr. Desaulnters, 

Ordered, That the continuation of the Evidence on the part of Mr. Gagné be 
postponed unttl To-morrow, and be then the first Order of the day. 
































Then, on motton of Mr. Pouliot, seconded by Mr. Desaulnters, 
The House adjourned. 144 


APPENDIX: 13 MARCH 1855. 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: CROWN LANDS. ] 


MR. GALT enquired of the ministry whether any change has been made, or is 
intended to be made, by the Government, in the conditions under which sales of 
Crown and School lands have been made since 30th July, 1852, especially in 
reference to rescinding the conditions of actual settlement pending the report 
of the Committee on Public Lands?!45 


MR. CAMERON said the matter was under the consideration of the Government, 
but as yet no decision had been come to.!46 [He] thought it might not be proper 
to decide finally on such change before the Committee on the subject had 
repor[t]led.147 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ROAD FROM MATANE. ] 
MR. LEBOUTILLIER [asked a question]!48, 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX said the subject of opening a Post Road from 
Matane, along the St. Lawrence, to the North Shore of Gaspe Bay, was under the 
consideration of the Government.!49 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE. |] 


MR. CAMERON mentioned the writ of habeas corpus which he understood had been 
sued out by one of the persons recently committed for contempt of the House!59, 
He wished to know if the Government intended to direct any of the Crown Officers 
to appear before the Judge and defend the action of the House.!51 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER laid on the table copies of the writ and the return 
made by the jailer, who he said he had advised to report the writ to the House 
before making his return. The jailer however had refused to do so. 152 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD suggested that the House should direct the 
Attorney General to appear in Court on behalf of the House.153 


After some desultory conversation, 154 MR. CAMERON believed the course sug- 
gested to be the proper one, and made a motion!55 that the Attorney General 
(West) be instructed to appear to-morrow before the judges to protect the privi- 
leges of the House! 56, which was adopted.157 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND professed himself quite willing to do so, though he 
did not think it advisable to appear as Attorney General till instructed to do 
so by the House.!58 


Eventually, however, MR. CAMERON expressing his doubts whether it was con- 
sistent: with the dignity of Parliament to appear, and his belief that the judges 
would respect the authority of the House, 1°99 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND stated that that was his opinion--that the House ought 
not to appear before the judges160 to defend the action of the House. No Court 
in the country would dare to interfere with the judgments of the High Court of 
Parliament. No man who had ever been raised to the dignity of a Judge in this 
country by this very House, would venture to set at naught its privileges./6l 
[He] said the House would show more respect for itself by not attending to the 
proceedings of the Court.!62 
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MR. TURCOTTE said that every subject of Her Majesty had his right to apply 
to the judges for protection by habeas corpus, and that the House was only there 
in their right of British subjects which gave every such subject a right to be 
present in Parliament by his representative.! 

[He] said the question here was probably, not altogether the right of the 
House to punish for contempt, but the right of the subject to be protected from 
the effect of arrest by error, and so forth. Suppose the wrong man were commit-— 
ted, would it be pretended that he had not a right to have his presentment 
examined? 164 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND read several extracts from May, showing that the 
Courts had always held that they could not examine the commitments made by the 
Court of Parliament, as such commitment[s] were convictions and made by the 
Superior Court whose forms could not be questioned by an inferior Court.!65 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB read the law respecting Parliamentary Privileges, 
by which it appeared that no Court of Justice could set aside a commitment, by 
either the Upper or the Lower House of Parliament.!66 The jailer in making a 
return against the advice of the Speaker had done a wrong, for which he hoped he 
would be punished by the Crown.167 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD knew it was unpulatable (sic) to suggest that the House 
could be wrong, and he was certainly the last man who would say anything against 
its privileges!68 [OR] no one was more determined than he was to assert the 
privileges of this House+®9; put before taking a step from which it could not 
retreat without discredit it would be well to consider the whole ground care- 
fully and in doing so it must be borne in mind that there was a recent decision 
of the higher Court, the Privy Council, that Colonial Legislatures had not the 
power to commit to prison.!/0 The matter did admit of a doubt. Whether 
doubtful or no, it was exceedingly dangerous to interfere with the independence 
of the Judges. It was absurd to say that Parliamentary commitments could not be 
set aside by the Courts of Law. They had repeatedly been set aside. It was the 
first time since he had been in Parliament that a case of commitment had come 
up. And it was well to consider what steps should be taken if it should turn 
out that the House had erred.!/l 


MR. CHABOT thought that Parliament having the power of judging must have the 
power of enforcing its judgment, and quoted the case of Tracey and Duvernay, 
where three judges in Lower Canada decided that Parliament had that right.!/2 


MR. LORANGER had no doubt Parliament had the right to punish in this way, 
but suppose one man was imprisoned by Parliamentary warrant in the name of 
another, would he not have the right to have the warrant examined. Of course if 
there [were] no errors in the form of the commitment the Judge could do nothing, 
for the Canadian Parliament within its territory could do whatever the British 
Parliament can do in its. He believed the case in Newfoundland just cited and 
one in Jamaica were adjudged in error as they were contrary to the decision in 
Berthelot vs Mason East Reports, to that cited by Mr. Chabot, and to one in the 
case cer i habeas corpus applied for by J.W. Monk when committed in Lower 
Canada. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON read authorities to show that if the House had a 
right to judge, it had a right to enforce its judgment.!74 [He] considered that 
the Courts had no right to interfere, provided the form of commitment was 
correct .175 
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MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS thought that there were cases where the Courts of Law 
might interfere. He referred to a decision with reference to the action of the 
Legislature of Newfoundland!’6 where the privileges of the Legislature of the 
Colony were impugned by the Privy Council in England.!?/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND thought that the case of Newfoundland could have no 
application to this country, which had responsible Government, which could not 
be administered, unless the Commons of Canada had the same privileges of the 
Commons of England.!/8 


MR. WILSON did not understand some of the remarks about the Judges. They 
were properly made independent of the Crown and the people; every prisoner had 
the right to apply to them for habeas corpus and they could not deny it. The 
House had done its duty by sending the prisoner to jail. There let the matter 
rest. It could not stop the prisoner, nor could it stop the Judge, and it was 
going too far to impugn the opinion of that Judge or to offer any comment on it. 
If he went contrary to what the House thought right it could only regret it; but 
it could dh (sic) nothing. In the meantime it was to be presumed that the Judge 
would do right.179 


MR. FELTON said that in Tracey and Duverney the question was very different 
from this but it was admitted on all hands that the House could commit for 
contempt . 180 


MR. CAMERON said the House certainly could not prevent the issue of the writ 
though Parliament had assumed to do so in more violent times. The probability 
was that the whole difficulty arose from the writ having been directed to the 
jailer instead of the Sergeant in whose custody the prisoner really was, and 
from the jailer having presumed to make his return without the direction of the 
House! 81 [and] without regard to the order of the Speaker, on whom a copy of the 
return only had been served.!82 In England the Sergeant was served with the 
writ, who communicated the fact to the House, and therefore an order was made in 
a case in 1851, that the Sergeant do make return that he holds the body of 
INGE 9 =a See by writ, to the chairman of the committee. The aittveuliveatn ale! 
probability arose from the irregularity of the return, and all that would be 
done was to hope it would be found sufficient to hold the prisoner.183 


MR. BROWN thought it worth considering if the House should not defend its 
privileges by an act. 


The motion was withdrawn.!895 


FOOTNOTES: 13 MARCH 1855. 
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GEOBE 25" Mazeh: 85% TEMPAY oO, a7 March) b8o5, "contains allrench versLon 
of these same comments, but attributes the speech to Mr. Felton. This 
differs from the reports of GLOBE, 23 March 1855, MORNING CHRONICLE, 
15 March 1855, and PILOT, 16 March 1855, which carry speeches by Mr. Holton 
yet none by Mr. Felton in this debate. 
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Tenure Bill. However, GLOBE, 23 March 1855, reports Mr. Holton's speech 
immediately following, and that hon. member refers to such a statement. 
Mr. Holton said: "But he [Mr. Drummond] has proved the point against him- 
self. If he could master the details of an entirely new Bill on so impor- 
tant a subject as the Seigniorial Tenure in the short space of four of five 
days.....'" This remark by Mr. Holton is not reported in other newspapers. 
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"Jean Gagné appeared at the bar of the House to answer for his conduct in 
connection with the Saguenay election, and was heard by Council (sic)." 
This information is also reported by LE PAYS, 17 March 1855. According to 
the JOURNALS, it was Jean Gagné's Counsel who appeared at the bar this 
day, and not Jean Gagné. 

The time at which the House adjourned is reported in PILOT, 16 March 1855: 
“Evadence in favor of ‘the prisoner was given, and at il o'clock the 
hearing of further testimony was deferred". 
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THE following Petittons were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Thtbaudeau,--The Petition of F.X. Marcotte and others, of the County 
of Portneuf; the Petition of the Reverend F. Morin, Curé, and others, of 
Cap Santé; and the Petitton of Antoine Dufresne and others, of the Parish of 
Deschambault, County of Portneuf. 

By Mr. Chapats,--The Petition of Florence DeGutse, Notary, and Philippe 
Gauvreau, Merchant, of the Parish of Ste. Anne de la Pocatiére, in the County of 
Kamouraska. 

By Mr. Bourassa,--The Petition of John Hodgson and others, of the Village 
and Parish of Lacolle, in the County of Huntingdon. 

By Mr. Rhodes,--The Petitton of Richard Woodington and others, of the Town- 
shtp of Leeds, County of Meganttie. 

By Mr. Bellingham,--The Petition of William Wotchon and others, of the Town- 
ship of Moran; the Petition of James Hammon and others, of Mille-Isles; and the 
Petitton of John Metkle, Chatrman, and the Reverend Thomas Henry, Secretary, on 
behalf of the Board of Directors of the Lachute Academy.. : 

















Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 
Of Colonel D. Thorndike, of the Royal Artillery, President of the Canada 
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Military Asylum, and others, Members of the Acting Committee of the satd Asylum 
praying for atd. 

Of John Newman and others, of the Township of Ernestown, Untted Counttes of 
Frontenac, Lenox and Addington; praying for the passing of an Act to establish 
the boundary line from the Western to the Eastern side of the satd Township of 
Ernestown, as surveyed tin 1810. 

Of the Dtrectresses and Lady Managers of the University Lying-in Hospital, 
Montreal; praytng for an aid. 

Of the Corporatton of St. Mary's College of Montreal; praying for aid. 

Of the Munietpal Council of the County of Norfolk; praying that a Charter 
may be granted to an Independent Company for the construction of a Southern Line 
of Railway untting the Niagara and Detrott Rivers. 

Of the Municipality of the Village of Preston, in the County of Waterloo; 
praying that authority be granted to Jacob Hespeler, Esquire, to construct a Dam 
or Breakwater over the Grand River, at or near the said Village, for manufac- 
turing purposes. 

Of the Municipal Council of the County of Simcoe; praying for the repeal of 
that portton of the Upper Canada Municipal Law which provides for the holding 
of the Annual Municipal Elections, and the Meeting of the County Councils on a 
Monday . 

Of the Corporation of the College of Chambly; praying for aid for the said 
College. 

Of John Prince, Esquire, and others, of the Townshtp of Sandwich, County of 
Essex; representing that certain Resolutions were passed at a Publte Meeting of 
the Inhabitants of the satd Township, approving of the grant of £20,000 to the 
Widows and Orphans of the Allied Forces in the Crimea, and of an additional 
great (sic) of £20,000, with authority to Munictpalittes to assess in behalf of 
a similar object; and praying that a law be passed, granting the said additional 
sum of £20,000. 
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Of Prescott Division, Wo. 15, of the Order of the Sons of Temperance; of 
James Kelly and others, of the Township of Russell; of Angus A.C. McMillan and 
others, of the Untted Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry; of Jesse 
Delong, Esqutre, and others, of the Village of Washington and vicinity; and 
of Samuel Fisher and others, of the Village of Mount Pleasant; praying for the 
passtng of a Prohtbttory Liquor Law. 

Of Joseph L'Heureux and others, of the Parish of St. Bruno, County of 
Chambly, Censttaires; and of Jean Baptiste Gervais and others, of the Parish 
of St. Istdore, County of Laprairte, Censitatres; praying for certain amendments 
to the Seigniorial Tenure Act. 

Of Willtam Winder, Esquire, Librarian to the Legislative Assembly; praytng 
for an tncrease of salary. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the County of Oxford; praying for certain amend- 
ments to the Munictpal Act Amendment Act of Upper Canada, and to the Assessment 
Laws Consolidatton Act of Upper Canada. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the County of Perth; praying that the 5th Sec- 
tion of the Act 16 Vie. cap. 269, may be repealed in so far as the same affects 
the Buffalo, Brantford and Goderich Railway Company. 

Of the Niagara District Bank; praying for an Act of Incorporation on the 
same terms as other Chartered Banks. 

Of the Muntctpaltty of the Township of Louth; praying that the Great West- 
ern Railway Company may not be allowed to make and keep up a stationary Bridge 
across Twenty-Mile Creek. 

Of the London Hotel Company; praying for the repeal of the last Clause of 
the Aet.15.& 14) Vie. eap. 28: 
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Of the Reverend A. Gosselin and others, of St. Jean and other Parishes in 
the Island of Orleans; praying aid for the construction of a Wharf. 
Of the Reverend E. Durocher, Curé, and others, of the Parish of Beloeil; 
praying for aid to enable them to finish an Academy in the said Parish, now in 
course of construction. 





























Ordered, That the Petition of the President and Directors of the Agrtecul- 
tural Society of the County of Welland, be referred to the Select Committee 
appotnted to enquire into the state of Agriculture in Lower Canada. 





The Honorable Mr. Cameron reported from the Select Commtttee on the Bill to 
amend the Criminal Law of Canada, and other references, wtth power to report 
from time to time, That the Committee had gone through the Bill to amend the 
Criminal Law of Canada, and the Bill to amend the Act 4 & 5 Vie. cap. 27, con- 
solidating the Laws relative to offences against the person, and made amendments 
to each of the said Bills. 


Ordered, That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law, be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the whole House, for To-morrow. 


Ordered, That Mr. Jackson have leave to bring itn a Bill to make better 
provtstons for carrying into effect the Law regulating the tncorporation of 
Villages or Hamlets, the erection of incorporated Villages into Towns, the 
tneorporatton of Towns, and the erection of Towns into Cities in Upper Canada. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Wednesday next. 
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MR. DUFRESNE moved the remission of the usual fee upon the bill to incor- 
porate the Assomption River and Railway Company. He said the Rawdon Railway 
Company, which had already paid the fee on its charter, desired to undertake the 
improvement of the navigation of this river, having been forced to do so by a 
disagreement with the Industry Railway Company, over whose line they had hereto- 
fore reached the St. Lawrence. The work was one of public importance, as was 
ap es by a survey made under directions of the Commissioners of Public Works 
in L843" 


On motion of MR. MERRITT ... the fee was also remitted on the bill to extend 
the time for the completion of South (sic) Harbor?. 
(682) 


Ordered, That that part of the 67th Rule of this House which requires the 
payment of the sum of Fifteen pounds immediately after the second reading of 
a Bill; be suspended as regards the Bill to tnecorporate L'Assomptton River 
and Railroad Company, and the Bill to extend the time for completing the Louth 
Harbour. 


MR. LYON introduced a Bill to give summary protection to persons printing, 
distributing, or publishing parliamentary papers. He stated that he had him- 
self been the subject of prosecution at one of the Assizes for libel for having 
distributed a paper printed by order of this House. The charge against him was 
that he had transmitted one of those papers to one of his constituents>. He 
had looked at the English law passed after the celebrated case of Stockdale vs. 
Hansard, but found it did not protect the members of that House.4 There was no 
protection for parties distributing any papers of this House, which could be 
construed into being of a libellous character. On that occasion he had found 
that the hon. member for Glengary (Mr. Macdonald) and the Judge then presiding 
in the Ottawa Court, had distributed that same document, and had the prosecu- 
tion against himself been proceeded with, he would have had both those gentlemen 
indicted.° 
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Ordered, That Mr. Lyon have leave to bring in a Bill to give summary protec- 
tion to persons printing, distrtbuting or publishing of Parliamentary Papers. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Lyon have leave to bring in a Bill to facilitate the tssue 
of Commissions and securing the attendance of Witnesses in Suits pending or to 
be brought in the several Courts of Record of Upper Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 





MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND introduced a bill respecting the Montreal Harbor Com- 
missioners, explaining that there would be three Government Commissioners, and 
the Mayor of the city and President of the Board of Trade, would be ex officio 
members of the board. In proposing this organization the government had prin- 
cipally in view a continuation of the improvements in Lake St. Peter, and did 
not wish it to be understood that they would assume the responsibility of any 
extensive plan of Harbor improvement which might hereafter be devised.® 


297 


MR. A. DORION, of Montreal, thought the proposed arrangement would be satis- 
factory to the people of that city./ 
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Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond have leave to 
bring in a Btll to repeal the Act 16 Vie. cap. 24, and to make other provision 
for the management of the Harbour of Montreal. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 


On motton of Mr. Poultot, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Chauveau, 
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Ordered, That the Order for the further examination of Witnesses on the part 
of Jean Gagné, be postponed until Seven o'clock this day. 


On motion of MR. GALT, the House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill to incorporate the Eastern Townships' Bank.® [He] said the bill was the 
same in all its clauses, with one or two trifling exceptions, as the charter of 
the Bank of Montreal.? The Bill had been altered since the former DaGt | Ofethe 
Session, so as to remove the objection of an insufficient banking capital then 
brought against it.10 It was intended that this Bank should give every secu- 
rity to the public and to those who should receive its notes.!! It now provided 
that the capital of the Company should be £250,000, and that the Company should 
be permitted to be organized, whenever £100,000 were subscribed, and £25,000 
paid in, five years being allowed for the subscription of the whole capital.!2 
£20,000 was to consist of Montreal Debentures. There would be no county bank in 
the Province with so large a paid capital.}3 


MR. YOUNG wished to know if the Bill met the views of Government .!4 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY stated he had looked at the Bill and there would be no 
objection to it on the part of the Government, and he believed it to be the same 
precisely as the Bill incorporating the Bank of Montreal.15 


MR. YOUNG had the same objection to this bill as he had to all other bills 
of the same class. He did not think it was for the public interest that small 
charters should be given to them. They would have innumerable applications for 
such charters; he would be seeking ... one for himself. Such companies going 
into banking business with £25,000 could not be for the public interest. 


The Bill having been adopted with some amendments, the Committee rose.!/ 


After the lapse of an hour, MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER announced the Report of 
the Committee!8 


MR. GALT moved that the House receive the report of the Committee 
to-morrow. !9 


MR. MACKENZIE repeated the objections he entertained to all banking institu- 
tions, of the class to which this belonged. It was a curious circumstance, he 
said, that notwithstanding the additional facilities given in the early part of 
the Session to the chartered banks, they had never at any period been so pinched 
for money as since those Acts were passed.29 The good done by Banks of this 
kind in pinched times was of very little service; when difficulty came most of 
these banks showed only a beggarly account of empty boxes. He thought they 
were the source of much mischief and disaster.2! He did not think they afforded 
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sufficient security, and unless there was more virtue among those who managed 
those banks than generally fell to the lot of mankind, he believed the system 
would be followed with disastrous consequences to the country.22 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY.--As to the security of Charter Banks, security was 
required in double the actual amount. As to the Banks of Upper Canada it was 
well known they were founded on no dangerous system. The Free Banking system 
did not give more security than the Charter.23 


MR. MERRITT considered the Free Banking system as the best, and pointed to 
its operation in New York State as a proof of the correctness of his views. It 
might be that the depositors were not secure, but the great aim of all real 
financiers had always been chiefly directed to the point of securing the value 
of the paper currency of the country.24 


MR. MACKENZIE called for the Yeas and Nays, to give him an opportunity of 
recording his vote against the measure, but, 2°2-- 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER informed him that he would have that opportunity 
tomorrow, on the question of receiving the Committee's Report.2© 
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The House, according to Order, resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill 
to tneorporate the Eastern Townships Bank; and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Whitney reported, That the Committee had 
gone through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Report be received To-morrow. 


The Honorable Mr. Cauchon, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, pre- 
sented, by Command of His Excellency the Governor General,--Statement of sums 
expended out of the grant of Thirty thousand pounds voted towards atding the 
settlement of the vacant Lands in Lower Canada, under the 16 Vic. caps. 155 and 
156. 

For the satd Statement, see Appendix (M.M.) 

Ordered, That the said Statement be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


The Order of this House, of Monday the fourth day of December last, for the 
attendance of Jean George Lebel, Esquire, Deputy Returning Officer for the Par- 
tsh of St. Hermas, at the Bar of the House, to give an account of his conduct at 
the Election of the County of Argenteuil, being read; 

And the House being informed that Mr. Lebel attended at the door, he was 
ealled tn. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by the 
Honorable Sir Allan WN. MacNab, the Final Report of the Select Committee on the 
Argenteuil Election Petition was read; and Mr. Speaker. called upon Mr. Lebel to 
state what he had to say in hts defence. 

A Petition of Jean George Lebel, of the Parish of St. Hermas, tn the County 
[of] Argenteuil, was then presented to the House by Mr. Bellingham, and the same 
was recetved and read; setting forth: That the Petitioner acted in the capacity 
of Deputy Returning Officer for the Partsh of St. Hermas, during the Election 
held on the 31st day of July and 1st August 1854: That the respective Candi- 
dates were Sydney Bellingham and Robert Stmpson, Esqutres: That on the second 
day's polling, about noon, the Petitioner received a letter from the Reverend 
Mr. Poulin, Curé of the Parish of St. Hermas, stating that he apprehended vio- 
lence and rtoting in the Village of ot. Hermas aforesatd: That tn consequence 























2199 


of the said letter from the Curé of the satd Parish, the Petittoner communtcated 
the contents thereof to the said Robert Stmpson, Esquire, and one Carmichael, an 
Elector of the County of Two Mountains, who alleged himself to be the repre- 
sentative of the satd Sydney Bellingham, Esquire, at the Poll held at the said 
Parish of St. Hermas: That the said Robert Simpson, Esqutre, after having had 
communteation of the satd letter from the satd Reverend Mr. Poulin, requested 
the Petittoner to close the said Poll, and the Petittoner having ltkewtse 
referred the matter to the satd Carmichael as representing the satd Sydney 
Bellingham, and having been likewtse requested by the said Carmichael in hts 
capacity aforesatd, to close the satd Poll, did accordingly close the Poll-book 
at the hour of ten minutes to ten A.M., on the said first day of August, 1854, 
betng the second day of polling: That the said Robert Stmpson, Esqutre, subse- 
quent to the Petittoner's closing the Poll-book as aforesatd, refused to certify 
on the satd Poll-book his consent thereto: That the Petttioner ts prepared to 
substanttate the fact, when afforded an opportunity for that purpose, by the 
evtdence of credible and trustworthy witnesses, that the said Robert Simpson, 
Esqutre, dtd personally request the Petitioner to close the said Poll-book as 
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aforesaid: That at the time of the closing of the satd Poll-book, there were 
not any Electors attending the satd Poll of St. Hermas, for the purpose of 
recording their votes: That from the hour when the Petitioner so closed the 
said Poll-book as aforesaid, “until the hour of five P.M, of the’ satd\ second 
day's polling, none of the Electors of the said Partsh applied to the Pettttoner 
to record their votes, and none of the satd Electors either then or subsequently 
complained of having been deprived of an opportunity of recording thetr votes 
tn consequence of the aforesatd closing of the satd Poll-book: That the Pett- 
titoner's conduct has not been complained of by any of the Electors of the satd 
Parish of St. Hermas, or of any other part of the said County tn whitch the said 
Parish ts situated: That the Petitioner would not have closed the satd Poll- 
book tf he had belteved he was acting tllegally: That the Pettttoner would not 
have listened to the request of the satd Robert Stimpson, Esqutre, to close the 
satd Poll-book as aforesaid, tf he had supposed himself liable to be complained 
of by the said Robert Simpson, Esqutre; and praying the House to grant htm an 
opportunity to dtsprove the charges against him as Deputy Returning Officer at 
the last General Election for the County of Argenteutl, in a Petttton of the 
satd Robert Stimpson, Esquire, to the House during the present Sesston. 

Ordered, That the said Petttton be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 

On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by the 
Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do call upon Mr. Lebel to state whether he has any 
Witnesses to produce in support of his Petttton. 

And Mr. Lebel having been called upon by Mr. Speaker to state whether he had 
any Witnesses to produce; he answered, that he had no Wttnesses to produce, but 
that he was in possession of two Affidavits in support of the allegattons con- 
tained in his Petitton. 

And then he was directed to wtthdraw. 








MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND suggested and moved that the prisoner at the Bar be 
asked whether he had witnesses in attendance to testify to the allegation con- 
tained in his petition.2/ 


2200 


MR. FELTON was surprised to find that there was not a tittle of evidence28 
against this gentleman, but his own statement,729 in the report of the Election 
Committee, to substantiate the charges for which the prisoner had been brought 
to the Bar.39 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER called the Hon. gentleman to order.?! [He] asked 
the prisoner if he had any evidence to adduce.32 


MR. FOLEY thought it a pity that the Hon. gentleman could not have an oppor- 
tunity of displaying himself.33 


Mr. Label said that he had no witnesses, but that he had two affidavits sub- 
mitted along with petitions testifying to the truth of the statements in his 
petition. 34 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--The affidavits cannot be accepted as evidence. 39 


MR. BELLINGHAM.--The prisoner at the Bar never could have expected that he 
would have been required to bring down witnesses in his defence, as in truth 
he was accused of nothing except closing the poll at an improper time.26 [He ] 
said there was no evidence against him and the best way was for the member for 
Leinster to proceed with his prosecution, and if he could make nothing more out 
than at present the only thing for the House was to discharge the prisoner.>/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said the member for Leinster had no more to do with it 
than any one else.28 The Committee having reported a flagrant violation of the 
law, it was the duty of the Government to investigate this matter as well as the 
other cases already disposed of. There were apparently a great many exonerating 
circumstances, the polls having been surrounded, but nevertheless the examina- 
tion ought to be proceeded with. Had he any witnesses to bring up there might 
be delay, but he had declared that he had none.22 If the statements in the 
affidavits were true though it did not justify the Returning officer in closing 
the poll so early to say that he had the consent of the candidates, he thought 
that would go far to excuse him.49 The affidavits were not sufficient evidence 
and the closing of a poll without sufficient cause was a very serious matter, 
and unless the gentleman at the Bar could give the House something more than was 
contained in the petition, the House must follow up the matter in the same stern 
manner that it had done in other cases.4! It seemed, however, that the state- 
ments made by himself under oath in the poll books, and that now, were all con- 
tradictory. First the prisoner said in the poll book that he closed the poll by 
the consent of the parties--then these words were struck out and he said it was 
par cause de trouble. In another place came a statement that he had consulted 
the parties about closing the poll on account of the danger of violence42, It 
was stated that there were a good many strangers armed with sticks and apparent- 
ly ready to fight, and also that he was informed that .there had been a fight.43 
But after all came the further declarations that he did not mean to say that 
either of the parties had consented to44 [OR] requested him to close the pol1.4 
The Returning officer had no right to close the poll even with the consent of 
parties; but if that were made out, he should not feel inclined to call on the 
House to punish him.46 


MR. BELLINGHAM would be the last person that would stand up in the House 
to vindicate the gentleman at the Bar, if he was not perfectly certain of his 
innocence. He admitted the principle, as stated by the Honorable Attorney 
General East, that the fact of the Gentleman at the Bar, although requested by 
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both the Candidates to close the Poll, and although not one single Elector had 
complained, yet he acted illegally in doing so. It was true that one of the 
Candidates afterwards withdrew that permission. He did so when he knew he could 
not poll another vote, but he trusted that from the facts that the House would 
extend its sympathy. The Gentleman was brought to the bar to offer explanations 
of facts with which he was charged, and trusted he would be allowed to do so.4/ 


DR. MASSON thought it no wonder there should be these discrepancies in the 
poll book, for in the petition which the returning officer had sent in he said 
he had closed the poll at ten minutes past 10 o'clock, w{hJereas in the poll 
book he said it was ten minutes past 1. He, Mr. Masson, was an elector in that 
Parish, and he said that if necessary proof would come before the Committee, 
that there were seventy electors to vote when the poll was closed in St. Hermas. 
The returning officer said there were none left; but how did he know, he had run. 
away to St. Andrews, 15 miles off. Without being a lawyer, he thought no man 
could act against the law even with the consent of the candidates.48 The Dass 
oner at the bar was a professional man, and ought to know that he had no right 
to close the Poll even with the request of the Candidates.49 


MR. BELLINGHAM.--I£f 70 voters were deprived of their privilege of voting, 
not one had complained. It was alleged that after the closing of the Poll 
he went off to a distance of fifteen miles; that was a mistake of the honor- 
able member (Mr. Masson) the distance was exactly seven miles.°° The Return- 
ing officer after leaving St. Hermas had gone to St. Andrews to consult the 
chief Returning officer, Mr. DeHertel. There Mr. Simpson who had consented to 
the closing of the poll attempted to obtain another day of voting; and finding 
that he could not succeed in that he complained of the closing. The member for 
Soulanges made a mistake in saying that the petition stated that the poll was 
closed at ten minutes past 10; it said ten minutes past 1 o'clock.°! The most 
that could be said was that Mr. Label was ignorant of the law. And it would 
appea[r] plain to the House that such was the fact, for he offered the Candidate 
who complained another day's polling thinking he was entitled to it. The facts 
related by the honorable gentleman were not stated in petition. The hon. gen- 
tleman had been drawing on his imagination for them. He was desirous of a full 
and fair enquiry being had, and was convinced that the more the House heard of 
the facts, the more would they incline towards the gentleman at the bar.>2 


DR. MASSON had himself presented a petition, signed by between four and five 
hundred electors, with the Rev. Mr. Maire at their head, against the return of 
the sitting member, upon which petition that gentleman was unseated, so that 
when he said there were no complaints he said what was untrue.> 


MR. TURCOTTE said that this Returning officer had evidently signed several 
different statements in a poll-book, which he was bound to verify on oath. His 
natural disposition was to leniency; but if this sort of thing went on elections 
would become good for nothing.>4 


MR. BELLINGHAM declared that the prisoner was forced by threats of personal 
violence to make this altered statement alleging that there was no consent to 
the closing of the poll.?? 


(684) 
A Message from the hegislative Counetl by John Fennings Taylor, squire, one 
of the Masters in Chancery:--5® 
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Mr. Speaker, 

The Legislative Council have passed the Bill, intittuled, "An Act to amend 
the Act to authorize the construction of a Railway from Galt to Guelph," without 
any Amendment: And also, 

The Legtslative Council have passed a Bill, tintttuled, "An Act to extend the 
powers of the Consumers' Gas Company of Toronto," to which they desire the con- 
eurrence of this House: And also, 

The Legislative Council give leave to the Honorable Louis Panet, one of 
thetr Members, to attend and give evidence before this House on the matter of 
the accusatton against Jean Gagné in relation to the last Election but one for 
the County of Saguenay, tf he thinks fit: And also, 

The Legtslative Council give leave to the Honorable Ettenne Paschal Taché, 
and the Honorable Joseph Legaré, two of their Members to appear and give evt- 
dence before the Select Committee of this House on the Quebec Election Petition, 
ey they think TCL. 

And then he withdrew. 














On motion of MR. CAMERON)’, 
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A Btll from the Legislative Counctl, intituled, "An Act to extend the powers 
of the Consumers' Gas Company of Toronto," was read for the first time. 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Cameron, seconded by Mr. Gamble, 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


The Prisoner at the bar, who had been permitted to retire for a few minutes 
having re-appeared at the Bar.28 


MR. BELLINGHAM repeated his former statement. 2 


DR. MASSON said that at St. Thomas there was no row, although at St. Placide 
there were a few broken noses.©9 [He] said he surely was not afraid of the vio- 
lence of the partizans of Mr. Bellingham and as for the other side, he lived 
among them, and knew there were peac[e]lable men.ol The people of St. Thomas 
were very peaceable not like the inhabitants of Riviere Ouelle the native place 
of the prisoner at the bar and where the house had evidence of turbulence. Yes! 
the prisoner at the bar was born at Riviere Ouelle. (Laughter.)®2 If the poli— 
book were examined it would be found to contain presumptive evidence that the 
prisoner had acted as Mr. Bellingham's agent in distributing his circulars, for 
the leaves were full of those circulars.®3 


On the reassembling of the House at seven o'clock the case of Jean Gagne, 
which was postponed till that hour, was called.64 


MR. POULIOT asked that the House might delay proceeding with the matter for 
a quarter of an hour longer, by which time the hon. Mr. Banet (sic) would be in 
attendance as a witness for the gentleman at the Bar.© 


MR. FELTON saw the Hon. Mr. Panet in the House, and thought the matter might 
be proceeded with.66 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--The case of Labelle could be proceeded with if this 
matter were postponed for a quarter of an hour, and would be disposed of by that 
F 67 
time. 


Mr. Jean George Labelle was accordingly placed at the Bar. 68 
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MR. POULIOT said, that the case of the gentleman at the Bar was one, in 
which if there was any fault, it was one of error in judgment, in which there 
were many extraordinary circumstances. If the gentleman had in the opinion of 
the House been guilty, he now threw himself upon its mercy, and had prepared a 
declaration of the facts, which he would move to be received by the House.©9 


DR. MASSON.--There were no extenuating circumstances in the case; the gen- 
tleman at the bar was a professional man, and should have known his duty. He 
charged the gentleman at the bar with acting in collusion and favorably towards 
one of the candidates./9 


MR. POULIOT rose to speak again. /1 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) called order; the hon gentleman had spoken 
already. (Cries of order.) /2 


Mr. Labelle's declaration was then read/3, 


MR. POULIOT, seconded by MR. BELLINGHAM moved that the declaration of 
Mr. Labelle be accepted/4, ; 


This was opposed by several hon. gentlemen who proposed in amendment that 
the words accepted be left out./> 


MR. LARWILL objected to the motion and to a great part of the declaration-- 
there were no extenuating circumstances in this case--the gentleman at the Bar 
was an educated professional man and was presumed to know his duty. He hoped 
the government would act with no leniency towards the gentleman. His defence 
amounted to this that he heard from an influential gentleman that violence might 
be used. No evidence had been given to support the gentleman's petition. /6 


MR. POWELL.--This discussion as far as he could judge was carried on with 
great acrimony and made a party question of. He regretted that it was not con- 
sidered as it should have been, by every honorable member, a gross contempt of 
the privileges of the House. He regretted that such conduct should take place 
so frequently at elections in Lower Canada--and was proud to say that Upper 
Canada stood out in bold relief in contrast. A lesson should be administered 
to Returning Officers, which would have the effect in future of preventing such 
disgraceful conduct. He was desirous that elections should not be carried by 
fraud and violence and not that any man should be prosecuted for an error of 
judgment, but he differed from the statements made in this, that the gentleman 
acted in ignorance. He did not produce evidence as stated in his petition. His 
own affidavit was all the defence he relied on--and he thought that the House in 
considering his declaration should temper justice with mercy.// 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal).--The House considering the apology ought not to 
inflict a severe punishment. /8 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he hoped the House would not forget what was 
due to itself in this case.’/2 Whether the declaration of the Returning Officer 
was accepted or not, it appeared that the gentleman is a professional man, one 
who is presumed to read the law, and ought to understand it, and surely he ought 
to have known that he had no right to close the Poll before the period allowed 
by law. But what does he tell you? there would be a great fight. It was his 
duty to have taken means to suppress it.89 It would not do now for him merely 
to say what any other man could tell us, whenever a row was got up, for the pur- 
pose of furnishing an excuse to close the polls. He considered [it] a high 
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contempt of the House to close the polls till the hour allowed by the law, for 
the people had a right to go and record their votes, whatever might be the 
agreement of the candidates. He did not mean to say the case was as bad as some 
others that had been before the House; put8! if the House did not take means to 
punish it in a proper way it would be turned into ridicule. The gentleman now 
admitted his guilt because every one in the House knew it. He would only say 
that the House had a duty to perform.82 


MR. CHABOT thought the Returning Officer had made no defence, and deserved 
to be punished.83 


MR. CAMERON. The apology as he understood it stated that one of the Candi- 
dates had withdrawn before closing the poll, and if that was the case, and that 
the Returning Officer had closed it on that account, he could not consider that 
he had committed a wilful contempt. But if he had closed the poll to secure a 
majority for one of the Candidates, the House ought certainly to make an example 
of such conduct by the severest punishment. Although accepting apology, it 
would be for the House to consider and decide upon the whole of the case. 


MR. LARWILL spoke again, and said that an example should be made to suppress 
-violence at the Polls.8° 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND moved that the petition be received and read, but not 
accepted. Carried.... [He] then moved that J.G. Labelle, Esq., has been guilty 
of breach of privilege.86 


MR. TURCOTTE, on the motion being put to the vote, said he voted in the neg- 
ative because the House had no right to interfere in a matter of which only the 
Ordinary Law Courts could take cognizance. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND. It is only since last night that the honorable gen- 
tleman has made such a discovery. He held quite an opposite opinion.... [He] 
moved that the prisoner be committed to the common gaol of the District for 24 
hours, and explained that some punishment was necessary to show to the County 
that the polls could not be closed improperly without punishment.88 


MR. TURCOTTE denied that he had changed his opinions. He had always main- 
tained that the House had the same privileges as the House of Commons in 
England, but he asserted that Labelle had violated not a privilege, but a law of 
the land, and was amenable to the Ordinary Courts of Justice.89 


MR. PAPIN contrasted the conduct of the government towards the Saguenay 
Returning Officers with their conduct towards the Retunning Of ficerw ot 
Argenteuil who having more heavily sinned was to be more leniently punished. 
It was the spirit of party that influenced their judgments. This culprit had 
returned a member to the House favorable to them.? 


MR. POULIOT in reply said that the Government had shown no partiality for 
the member returned at the collusive Saguenay election?!, Mr. Huot?2 was at 
the time a supporter of the Government.22 The decision which the government had 
shown did them honor.?4 


MR. BELLINGHAM said that the party opposed to him had threatened to burn the 
village. ?° 


MR. O'FARRELL spoke in favor of the motion and against the assumptions of 
Miers Papin. ?© [He said] that the circulars of Mr. Bellingham found in the yorovdl i 
book were not those relating to the election of June; but of a date of November, 
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so that he could not have been guilty in the manner Mr. Masson affected to 
believe.?/ 


MR. LABERGE supported Mr. Papin. 28 
MR. LORANGER ridiculed both Papin and Laberge. 2? 
The motion was then carried. !00 


(684) 
Mr. Jean George Lebel was then again called in; and offered a written 
Declaration. 





(685) 

On motton of Mr. Pouliot, seconded by Mr. Bellingham, 

Ordered, That the satd Declaration be now received, and read. 

And the satd Declaration was read accordingly; and ts as followeth:-- 

I declare to this Honorable House that the course of conduct pursued by me 
as Deputy Returning Officer at St. Hermas, at the last Election but one for 
the County of Argenteuil, was influenced only by a destre of preventing a dis- 
turbance tn consideration of the appearance of a rtot tmpending, and of avotd- 
ing the effuston of blood. I considered myself justtfted in so acting, having 
the consent of both Candidates, (such consent being afterwards wtthdrawn by 
Mr. Stmpson, one of them,) and this proves that they themselves had sertous 
apprehenstons. 

I acknowledge that I acted illegally; but I did so through tgnorance of the 
law, not led by party feeling nor by partiality for any one of the Candidates. 
I regret it, and I throw myself on the mercy of this Honorable House, hoptng 
that they will detgn to ... treat me wtth some forbearance. 

J. Geo. Lebel. 





Quebec, 14th March, 1855. 

On motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by the 
Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, 

Resolved, That Jean George Lebel, of the Parish of St. Hermas, Notary Pub- 
lic, having, as Deputy Returning Officer for the said Parish, at the Election of 
a Member to represent the County of Argenteutl in Parliament, held in July and 
August 1854, closed the Poll for the satd Parish several hours before the ttme 
prescribed by law, without any adequate reason for so doting, has been gutlty of 
contempt and of a breach of the privileges of this House. 

Ordered, That the said Jean George Lebel be committed, for the satd offence, 
to the Common Gaol of the District of Quebec, for a pertod of twenty-four hours, 
and that Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant accordingly. 


The Order of the House of Tuesday the sixth instant, for the attendance of 
William Frederick Powell, Esquire, in his place in this House, being read;101 

Ordered, That the 84th Sectton of "The Eleectton Petitions Act of 1851" be 
now read:--And the same being read; 

Ordered, That Willtam Frederick Powell, Esqutre, being one of the Members of 
the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the matter of the Petitton 
complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the County of Montmagny, and not 
having been present wtthin one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of 
the Committee, on Tuesday the stxth instant, be taken into the custody of the 
Serjeant-at-Arms attending thts House, for such neglect of duty. 

The Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House, informed the House, That he had 
taken William Frederick Powell, Esquire, into his custody. 
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Whereupon Mr. Laberge acquainted the House, that he was desired by 
Mr. Powell to state, That his absence from attendance on the Montmagny Electton 
Committee on Tuesday the stxth instant, occurred from his being obliged to leave 
the City in consequence of famtly bereavement; and the same having been verified 
upon Oath by Mr. Powell; 

Ordered, That William Frederick Powell, Esquire, be discharged out of cus- 
tody, wtthout payment of Fees. 


The Order for the further examination of Witnesses on the part of Mr. Jean 
Gagné, being read; 

And the House betng informed that Mr. Gagné attended at the door, he was 
called in. 

On motion of Mr. Poultot, seconded by Mr. Desaulniers, 

Ordered, That the Honorable Louis Panet be now heard as a Witness on the 
behalf of the said Mr. Gagné. 


(686) 

And the House being informed that the Honorable Louts Panet, a Member of the 
Legtslattve Council, was in attendance, he was called in; and examined within 
the Bar, as followeth:-- 

By Mr. Poultot:-- 

1. Are you not Louis Panet, of the City of Quebec, Notary, and a Member of 
the Legislative Counctl?--I am. eae, 

2. Are not you well acquainted with the handwriting of Jean Gagné, Esqutre, 
of the Parish of La Malbaie, Notary, the person now at the Bar, having fre- 
quently seen him write?--I am thoroughly acquainted with the handwriting of Jean 
Gagné, the person now at the Bar, having frequently seen him write, and sign his 
name. 

3. Is it not true that the said Jean Gagné studied the Notartal Profession 
with you, and subsequently became your partner?--It ts true that Jean Gagné 
studted the Notartal Profession with me, and that he was subsequently my partner 
for the pertod I believe of two years. 

4. Is it not true that you have seen signed or countersigned hundreds 
of Deeds and Documents whitch have been written by the hand of the said Jean 
Gagne ?’=-1t ts. 

5. Is tt not true that you have this day carefully examined the Poll-book 

for the Parish of St. Fidéle, returned as such at the last Election but one for 
the County of Saguenay; and will you state whether or not any of the votes taken 
down therein are in the handwriting of the said Jean Gagné, and more particu- 
larly any of those between the numbers 1700 and 1760?--It is true that I saw the 
Poll-book this day, but I no where recognized the handwriting of the satd Jean 
Gagné, not even between the entries, numbers 1700 and 1760. 
6. What character does the satd Jean Gagné bear, and what reputatton has he 
enjoyed since you have been acquainted with him?--The character of the said Jean 
Gagné has always appeared to me to be irreproachable, and I think that he has 
always enjoyed a good reputation. 

And then he was directed to withdraw. 

On motion of Mr. Pouliot, seconded by Mr. Desaulniers, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gagné be now heard by Counsel. 

F. Réal Angers, Esquire, was then called in; and heard, at the Bar, as Coun- 
sel on the part of M. Gagné. 

And then he was directed to wtthdraw. 
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MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND moved a resolution to the effect that the accused 
party had been guilty of a breach of the priveleges of the House.!92 [He] said 
that the Returning Officer and Deputy Returning Officers had already appeared at 
the bar of that House to answer for their conduct in reference to the election 
for the County of Saguenay. It did not appear that Mr. Gagne was either Return- 
ing Officer, Deputy Returning Officer, or even Poll Clerk.!93 He held no offi- 
cial position which justified him in becoming possessed of the Poll-book in 
question.104 The Poll Book which should have been in the custody of ... [John 
McLaren], Deputy Returning Officer, and who had obtained time from the House to 
bring up his witnesses--came into the hands of the gentleman at the bar, as he 
says, from a person whom he did not know and who came to his house and delivered 
it to him in the middle of the night, and he, instead of saying to that myste- 
rious person to go and give the book to the person legally entitled to receive 
it,--Mr. Duberge[r], the Returning Officer--takes the Book, tots up the votes, 
and puts it into the hands of the Returning Officer, the next day, in the pre- 
sence of a number of persons whom he takes to accompany him. He held the Poll 
Book in his hands; part of it was sent down by the Clerk in Chancery, containing 
a sufficient number of pages and ruled columns for the purpose, but there was 
the addition of one, two, three different sized volumes to it; and it contained 
no less than between four and five thousand names, although the population of 
the parish, as appeared by the census was only 600.195 The affidavits of the 
Returning officer and Poll clerk which should have been attached to the book 
were loose within it. Concerning these circumstances Mr. Gagné offered no 
explanation to Mr. Duberger, and none that could be deemed satisfactory to the 
Committee or the House.t96 How did the Poll Book get out of the hands of those 
legally entitled to retain it? The House could only conjecture, and presume 
that collusion must have existed between MacLaren and the gentleman at the bar. 
It was clearly proved, no doubt that the names in the Poll Book were not in 
the handwriting of Mr. Gagne;--but if he did not record those names himself, it 
was supposed that he was privy to it. He must have been aware that there was 
something wrong, the number of names recorded must have struck him. Under all 
the circumstances, he conceived that the gentleman was guilty of a gross breach 
of public duty. He had violated the duties of an elector and a subject, and 
deserved to be punished.197 


MR. POULIOT held that in this proceeding the house was assuming privileges 
that did not belong to it. 108 [He] contended that under the 42nd section of the 
Act. 12 Vics, cap. 27 jurisdictiongwas e¢iven to the ordinary, coures Of justices to 
try this offence!09, The Election Act did not provide for the punishment of 
cases such as that before the House and further declared the punishment for 
collusive dealings with the poll books was punishable by the Court. The house 
has not the power of dealing with the case, and the Committee had no right to 
make the report they did, or accuse the prisoner at the bar as they had done, 
inasmuch as he was not an officer under the Election Act. But assuming that 
such right was possessed by the Committee and the House, the accusation against 
Mr. Gagne had been sustained by no proof.!10 They should not presume it, but 
give the benefit of a doubt to the accused.lll 


The motion was carried.112 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND thought there was one line wanting in the evidence, 
which if it had been furnished would have made Mr. Gagne the most guilty of any 
of the prisoners before the house. Had the poll-book been handed by Mr. McLaren 
to Mr. Gagne, the falsification must have been regarded as his. He (Mr. Gagne) 
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asserts that the poll-book was given to him by a person unknown to him, that 
he did not enter the names, though he did add them up. He (Mr. Drummond) was 
therefore not disposed to deal with him so harshly as he would had the link been 
pe hae He moved that Jean Gagne be imprisoned for 24 hours in the common 
Ajtztalid lye, 


MR. POULIOT thought the punishment too severe. He would prefer a repri- 
mand!14, [He] moved in amendment that the prisoner should be censured and 
admonished by Mr. Speaker.!15 


MR. MACKENZIE thought the tone given the proceedings of the House had been 
altogether too trifling and jocular for a matter of such importance. What would 
become of their elective institutions and responsible government, if these elec-— 
toral frauds were continued, or were not sternly repressed? He had no feeling 
with regard to this man, or those which had been previously tried. He had never 
even heard their names before the Committee reported them to the House; he had 
never seen them before they were brought to the bar of the House, and should 
probably never see them again.116 A gentleman from the Legislative Council had 
been brought down as a witness, and had proved the intelligence of the party 
accused. He thought the evidence conclusive of the guilt of the prisoner. 
The proceedings in which they had been proved to be participators were of a most 
outrageous kind, and must be punished. Such flagitious acts had never before 
been recorded in the annals of Canada as those which were performed during the 
last General Election at Kamouraska and Saguenay; and it pained him to find it 
stated in the Report of the Committee that these acts were shared in by both 
political parties, and not regarded in a proper light by the people generally. 
When he heard that, and all the stories about the sums of money expended in 
elections, he feared that the people of this country did not prize as they ought 
the political privileges they enjoyed.118 He regretted much to think that these 
fraudulent proceedings were known and countenanced by the people generally, and 
thought the fact struck a blow at the Union.!19 What could be more noble that 
(sic) the representatives of a free people possessed of a noble country watered 
by the noblest river in the world--to see the representatives of such a people 
sitting in a free assembly and speaking in the language of freemen, and legis- 
lating according to the popular will.!29 The House had an important duty to 
perform in teaching the people the value of their electoral rights, and they 
could not better do it, than by marking with their strongest disapprobation the 
violators of those rights.121 He feared men who could act in the way described 
did not properly appreciate the difference between their position and that of 
the Poles and other people in the old world who were trodden under the evil1l22 
[OR] hee1!23 of despotism.!24 He would vote for the original motion.!25 


MR. PAPIN and MR. A. DORION both contended that if government were Eich? in 
the punishment of Gagné, they had erred in punishing some of the returning offi- 
cers, with ten days imprisonment.+26 


[MR. A. DORION] thought the proof of complicity was not such as to justify a 
condemnation.!2’7 The Attorney General East had virtually acknowledged the fact, 
and under that impression he would vote for the amendment.!28 


MR. LORANGER ... thought it a hard case that the member for L'Assomption, 
should grumble at government the other night when they were too severe, and 
grumble now when they did better.!29 [He] thought the evidence conclusive, and 
was fully condemnatory of Mr. Gagne. He would vote for the original motion.!30 


2209 


(686) 

The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Str Allan N. MaeNab, and the Questton being put, That Jean Gagné, of the Parish 
of St. Etienne de la Malbaie, Notary Public, has been guilty of a gross fraud 
and of a breach of the privileges of this House, in being privy to the fraudu- 
lent registratton, on the Poll-book of the Parish of St. Fidéle, of a number of 
names of persons having no right to vote, and of fictitious names as those of 
persons having a right to vote "at the Election of a Member to represent the 
County of Saguenay, held in the month of August, 1854," and as having returned 
the said Poll-book to the Returning Officer knowing that tt contained such 
names, and in otherwise being privy to the falsification of the said Poll-book; 
the House divtded: and the names betng called for, they were taken down, as 
fottow: -- 








(686-687) 
YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Brown, Cartier, Cayley, Christte, Clarke, Cook, 
Crysler, Jean B. Daoust, DeWitt, Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, Felton, 
Ferrie, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, Hartman, Labelle, Laporte, Larwill, Loranger, 
Lyon, Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Mackenzie, Sir A.N. MacNab, McCann, Masson, 
Mattice, Meagher, Mongenats, Munro, Murney, Patrick, Powell, Rhodes, Solicitor 
General Ross, James Ross, Soltetitor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, 
Stevenson, Wright, and Yeilding.--(46.) 


(687) 


























NAYS. 

Messteurs Brodeur, Bureau, Chapats, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, Darche, 
Desaulnters, Dionne, Antoine A. Dorton, Dostaler, Octave C. Fortter, Guévremont, 
Huot, Jobin, Laberge, Marchildon, Par Papin, Poulin, Pouliot, Prévost, Thibaudeau, 
Turcotte, and Valotis.--(23.) 

So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 

The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Str Allan N. MacNab, and the Question being proposed, That the satd Jean Gagné, 
for the said offence, be committed to the Common Gaol of the District of Quebec, 
for a pertod of twenty-four hours, and that Mr. Speaker do tissue his Warrant 
accordingly; . . 

Mr. Poultot moved in amendment to the Question, seconded by Mr. Turcotte, 
That alt. the. words \after “Gagné”, to whe, end of the’ Question,be ,left,our.. in 
order to add the words "be condemned to receive a reprimand only;" 

And the Questton being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Bourassa, Brodeur, Bureau, Chapats, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, 
Jean B. Daoust, Darche, Desaulniers, Dionne, Antoine A. Dorion, Dostaler, 
Guévremont, Huot, Jobin, Laberge, Marchildon, Masson, Papin, Poulin, Pouliot, 
Prévost, Turcotte, and Valots.--(24.) 

















NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Brown, Cartier, Cayley, ee 
Clarke, Cook, Crysler, DeWitt, Attorney General Drummond, Dufresne, Egan 
Felton, Fergusson, Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, Hartman, Fre 


Laporte, Larwill, Loranger, Lyon, Macbeth, John S. Macdonald, Mackenzie, 
Str A.N. MacNab, MeCann, Mattice, Meagher, Mongenats, Munro, Murney, Patrick, 
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Rhodes, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Solicitor General Smtth, Somerville, 
Spence, Stevenson, Wright, and Yeilding.--(47.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

Then the main Question being put, That the said Jean Gagné, for the satd 
offence, be committed to the Common Gaol of the District of Quebec, for a period 
of twenty-four hours, and that Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant according ly; 


the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as 
follow: -- 








(687-688 ) 
YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bell, Bellingham, Brown, Cartier, Cayley, Christie, 


Clarke, Cook, Crysler, DeWitt, Antoine A. Dorion, Attorney General Drummond, 





Dufresne, Egan, Felton, Fergusson, Ferrie, Foley, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, 
Hartman, Labelle, Laberge, Laporte, Larwill, Loranger, Lyon, Macbeth, John S. 























Soltcttor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, Stevenson, Wright, and Yetlding. 
--(50.) 


(688) 
NAYS. 
Messteurs Bourassa, Brodeur, Bureau, Chapais, Chauveau, Charles Daoust, 
Jean B. Daoust, Dareche, Desaulniers, Dionne, Dostaler, Guévremont, Huot, Jobin, 


Marchildon, Papin, Poulin; Poultot, Prévost, Turcotte, and Valots.--(21.) 
So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 








Then, on motton of Mr. Masson, seconded by Mr. Brodeur, 
The House adjourned. 


FOOTNOTES: 14 MARCH 1855. 
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THE Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House reported, That tn obedtence to 
Mr. Speaker's Warrant, he had lodged the bodies of Jean George Lebel and Jean 
Gagné in the Common Gaol of the District of Quebec. 


The following Pettttons were severally brought up, and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Huot,--The Petttion of H. Hudon, Notary, and others, of Malbazte, 
County of Saguenay. - 

By Mr. Sidney Smtth,--The Petitton of the Muntctpaltty of the Townshtp of 
Marmora, tn the County of Hastings; and the Petition of Victoria College of 
Cobourg. 

By Mr. Southwick,--The Petition of Robert Michael and others, of the north 
part of the Townshtp of Yarmouth and other places; and the Petttton of Stmon 
Newcomb and others, of the Village of Vienna and vicinity. 

By Mr. Casault,--The Petition of the Reverend Z. Strots and others, of the 
Township of Montminy and the Parish of St. Pierre Riviére de Sud. 

By Mr. Daly,--The Petition of William Levy and others, of the Townshtps of 
Fullarton and Hibbert; and the Petition of William Bull and others, of the 
Township of Logan. 

By Mr. Matttce,--The Petttton of Alexander B. McMillan and others, of the 
County of Stormont. * 

By Mr, Ntles,--The Petittton of Robert Brock and others, of the Township of 
London. 
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By the Honorable Mr. Spence,--The Petttton of George Stanton and others; the 
Petition of the Muntetpal Counctl of the County of Wentworth; and the Petition 
of the Grand Divtston of the Order of the Sons of Temperance of Canada West. 

By Mr. Mackenzie,--The Petition of the Municipality of the Township of 
Canboro'. 

By Mr. Loranger,--The Petttton of the Very Reverend Antoine Manseau, V.G. 
and others, of the County of Joltette; the Petition of P. Fortin and others, of 
the School Muntetpality of the Parish of Laprairte, in the District of Montreal; 
and the Petitton of the Very Reverend Antoine Manseau, V.G., Curé, and others, 
of the Village of St. Charles de L'Industrie, County of Joliette. — 

By the Honorable Mr. Cayley,--The Petition of the Municipal Council of the 
Untted Counttes of Huron and Bruce. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 

Of the Munietpal Council of the County of Kent; complaining of certain 
grievances with respect to the tssuing of Patents for Crown and Clergy Lands in 
the satd County; and praying that Commtsstoners may be appointed to examine into 
the same. 

Of the Munictpal Counctl of the County of Kent; praying for a Charter to 
eonstruct a Railroad from the Ntagara to the Detrott Rivers. 

Of the Muntetpal Counetl of the County of Kent; praying that authority be 
granted to the several Municipalities in Upper Canada to prevent ttppling in 
Houses of Publte Entertatnment on the Lord's Day, (Sunday.) 

Of the Munictpal Counetl of the County of Kent; parying for an appropriatton 
for the tmprovement of the River Thames. in a 

Of the Muntcipal Council of the County of Kent; praying for certain amend- 
ments to the Assessment Laws of Upper Canada. 
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Of the Munictpal Council of the County of Kent; praying that the appointment 
of Coroner may be vested in the County Councils. — 

Of the Munictpal Council of the County of Kent; praying for the repeal of 
the Sectartan Clauses in the Upper Canada School Act, and that a system of Free 
Sehools may be established. 

Of the Munictpal Council of the County of Kent; complaining of the state in 
whteh the Light House and Piers at the mouth of the River Rondeau, are kept; and 
praying that tmmediate action be taken in the matter. 

Of the Corporation of the College of L'Assomptton; praying for an aid. 

Of E. Duchesnay, Esquire, and others, School Commissioners, and others, of 
the Parish of Ste. Marte, County of Beauce; praying aid for a College in the 
said Parish. 

Of the Reverend Féréol Dorval and others, of L'Assomption; praying for an 
atd to enlarge the Convent of L'Assomption. 

Of the Soeurs de la Congrégation, Dtirectresses of the Convent of 
St. Hyacinthe; praying for aid. 

Of James Dall and others, of Temiscounta (sic), Censitatres: praying for 
certain amendments to the Seigniorial Tenure Act. 

Of W.P. Patrick, Chtef Office Clerk, Legislative Assembly; praying for an 
increase of Salary. 

Of the Hamtlton Mercantile Ltbrary Assoctation; praying for aid. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the County of Bellechasse; praying that the Bill 
to reform the Munictpal system of Lower Canada, and to establish County, Parish 
and Townshtp Municipalities therein, may not become Law. 

Of the Reverend H.L. Girouard and others, of the County of Bagot; and of 
Amable Dion and others, of the County of Bagot; praying that Ste. Rosalie be 
named as the County Town of the said County. 
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Of the Reverend E. Patterson and others, of the Town of Stratford, in the 
County of Perth; praying for the passing of a Prohibitory Liquor Law. 
Of the Reverend J. Harper, Curé, and others, of the Parish of St. Grégoire; 
praying atd for an Academy in the said Parish. 
Of the Reverend C. Marquis, Curé, and others, of the Parish of St. Célestin; 
praying for an aid to enable them to finish the School House in the said Parish. 


Ordered, That the Petttton of W.P. Patrick, Chtef Office Clerk, Legislative 
Assembly, be referred to the Standing Committee on Conttngenctes. 
































Ordered, That the Petition of the Municipal Counectl of the County of 
Norfolk, relative to the Southern Railway, be referred to the Standing Committee 
on Ratlroads, Canals, and Telegraph Lines. 


Mr. Holton, from the Select Committee appotnted to try and determine the 
matter of the Petittons complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Megantic, informed the House, That Edmund Murney, Esqutre, a Member of 
the Committee, was not present within one hour after the time appointed for the 
meeting of the satd Committee, this day. 

Ordered, That Edmund Murney, Esquire, do attend tin his place in thts House 
To-morrow. 


Mr. Hartman, from the Standing Committee on Standing Orders, presented to 
the House the Twenty-second Report of the said Committee; which was read, as 
followeth: -- 
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Your Commtttee have examined the Petttiton of the Ntagara District Bank, and 
find the Notice sufficient. 

The Petitton of D.T. Hughes, Chairman, in behalf of the Board of Trustees of 
the St. Thomas County Grammar School, of the County of Elgin, prays for an Act 
to perfect their title to the land on which the School-house is butlt, and to 
empower them to sell or dispose of the same, and procure another site for the 
Grammar School. No Nottce of the application has been gtven, but after a 
careful consideration, Your Committee are of opinion, that none ts requtred. 

The Petition of the Port Bruce Harbour Company prays for an amendment of the 
Act relating to Harbour Compantes in Upper Canada: In so far as tit affects the 
satd Company, thts limitation of the amendment makes tt of the nature of an 
application for a Private Bill, requtring a Notice under the 62nd Rule, whtch 
Nottce Your Commtttee find has not been gtven. 


Ordered, That the Petition of Patrick Sloan and others, of the County of 
Napterville, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


Ordered, That the Returns of the Sheriffs of the several Districts and 
Counties in this Province, shewing the number of commitments and convictions for 
the last ten years in thetr respective jurtsdictions, be printed for the use of 
the Members of this House. 











Ordered, That Mr. Dionne have leave to bring in a Btll to remove the seat of 
the Muntetpaltity Number One, of the County of Rtmouskt, to St. George de Kakouna 
in the satd Muntctpality.1 it as 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Thursday next. 
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On motton of the Honorable Mr. Chauveau, seconded by Mr. Thibaudeau, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause the proper offtcer 
to lay before this House, a Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure of the 
Quebec Turnptke Road Trustees for the last two years of thetr admintstratton. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 


Ordered, That Jean Charles Chapais and David Christie, Esqutres, be added to 
the Standing Committee on Standing Orders. 








Ordered, That Mr. Poulin have leave to bring in a Bill to incorporate the 
Abbottsford Academy. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Poulin have leave to bring in a Bill to provide for the 
establishment of Supertor Elementary Schools in certain Parishes and Townships 
tn Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Turcotte be added to the Select Committee to whitch was 
referred the Bill to amend the Judicature Acts of Lower Canada. 
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Ordered, That the Petition of P.R. Lafrenaye and others, be referred to the 
satd Committee. 


Ordered, That Mr, Wilson have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Act for 
the formation of Incorporated Joint Stock Companies for manufacturing and other 
purposes. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Antoine Atmé Dorion have leave to bring in a Btll to 
authorize the keeping of separate Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths 
in the dtfferent Catholte Churches in the Parish of Montreal. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Antoine Aimé Dorion have leave to bring in a Bill to 
remove doubts as to the right of the Judges of the Superior Court to prestde at 
Enquétes in appealable cases pending tin Cireutt Courts in Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 








Ordered, That Mr. Antoine Aimé Dorion have leave to bring in a Bill to 
tneorporate the Benevolent Soctety of Notre Dame de Bonsecours, of Montreal. 
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He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorion have leave to bring in a Bill to 
extend the limits and to change the chief place of the Cireutt of Arthabaska. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 








Ordered, That Mr. Hartman have leave to bring in a Btll to enable the 
Muntetpal Counctls of the United Counties of York and Peel, and of the County of 
Ontario, to redeem the rights of purchasers of certain lands wtthin the said 
Counties sold at Shertff's sales for taxes on the 30th day of December 1852. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That the Bill for the relief of Bartholemew Galvin, as reported 
from the Standing Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills, be committed to a 
Committee of the whole House, for Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Felton have leave to bring tn a Bill to tnecorporate the 
Sherbrooke Literary Institute.? 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time 
Tomorrow. 


The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, 
presented to Mr. Speaker a Message from His Excellency the Governor General, 
signed by His Excellency. 
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And the satd Message was read by Mr. Speaker, all the Members of the House 
being uncovered; and ts as followeth:-- 

Edmund Head. 

The Governor General transmits to the Legislative Assembly, a Copy of a 
Despatch from Her Majesty's Mintster at Washington, accompanted by a Copy of an 
Act passed by the Congress of the United States, relative to the Rectproctty 
Treaty. 

Government House, 

Quebec, 15th March, 1855. 





(Copy) 
Washington, 7th March, 1855. 

Str,--I have the honor to inform Your Excellency, that a Bill, intituled, "A 
Btll to amend an Act to carry into effect a Treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain," stgned on the 5th of June 1854, of which a Draft was enclosed in 
my Despatch of the 9th ultimo, and which I had the honor of informing you had 
been passed by the Senate, has now been passed wtthout amendment, by the House 
of Representatives, and was, on the 2nd instant, approved by the President of 
the Untted States. I enclose a Copy of this Act as passed by Congress and 
approved by the President. 





I shave, Ges, 
(Stgned, ) John F. Crampton. 
Hts Excellency 2 
Str Edmund Head, Bart., 
to. ae ow, &e. 
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33d Congress 
2d scone J inion 660. 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
January, 24, 1856. 
Read, and passed to a second reading. 
Mr. Seward, from the Committee on Commerce, reported the following Btll:-- 
A BILL 
To amend "An Act to carry into effect a Treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain," stgned on the fifth June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
and approved August fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Amertca, tn Congress assembled, That from and after the date when the 
Rectprocity Treaty of the fifth June, etghteen hundred and fifty-four, entered 
tnto between Great Britatn and the United States, shall go into effect, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and he ts hereby, authorized and requtred to 
refund out of any money tin the Treasury, to the several persons entitled 
thereto, such sums of money as shall have been collected as duttes on "fish of 
all kinds, the products of fish, and of all other creatures living in the 
water," tmported into the United States from and after the eleventh day of 
September, etghteen hundred and fifty-four, the date of the promulgation by the 
President of the United States, of the Rectprocity Treaty aforesaid, on proof, 
satisfactory to the satd Secretary, that the articles aforesaid were the 
products of some one of the British Provinces of New Brunswick, Canada, Nova 
Seotta, Newfoundland, or Prince Edward's Island, and imported therefrom into the 
United States and duties duly paid thereon, which have not been refunded on 
export; and he ts further authorized and requtred, from and after the day the 











2220 


Treaty aforesaid shall go into effect, to cancel, on like satisfactory proof, 
any warehouse bonds to secure the duties that may have been given for any of 
said articles imported as aforesatd. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That from and after the date when the 
Rectprocity Treaty of the fifth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
entered into between Great Britain and the United States, shall go into effect 
in the manner therein prescribed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and he 
ts hereby, authorized to refund out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to the persons entitled thereto, such sums of money as shall have 
been collected as duties on any of the articles enumerated in the Schedule 
annexed to the third article of the Rectprocity Treaty aforesaid, imported into 
the United States from the British Provinces of Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova 
Scotia, respectively, since the date of the Acts of their respective Governments 
admitting ltke articles into said Provinces from the United States, free of 
duty, on proof satisfactory to the said Secretary, that the articles so imported 
were the products of Canada, New Brunswick, or Nova Scotia, as the case may be, 
and imported therefrom into the United States, and that the duties were duly 
patd thereon: and he ts further authorized and required to cancel, from and 
after the date the Treaty aforesaid shall go into effect, on ltke satisfactory 
proof, any warehouse bonds to secure duties which may have been given for any of 
the said articles imported as aforesaid. And the Secretary of the Treasury ts 
also hereby invested with the same authority and power to refund the duttes or 
eancel the warehouse bonds on any of the articles enumerated in said Treaty, the 
produce of Prince Edward's Island or Newfoundland, respectively, on the said 
Treaty going tnto operation, should tt be proved, to the satisfaction of the 
satd Secretary, that Prince Edward's Island, or Newfoundland, have admitted all 
of the articles enumerated in satd Treaty from the Untted States free of duty, 
prtor to satd Treaty going into operation. 











MR. BROWN said he did not think the precise date from which the repayment of 
duties should be reckoned, was clearly stated in the Act. He trusted the 
attention of the Government would be carefully directed to that point, as it was 
very important for the interests of Canada that this should be looked to. 
(Hear, hear.)? 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND and MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY stated it to be their 
impression from the reading of the Act, that the repayment of duties would be 
reckoned from the date of the order in Council by the Canadian Government in the 
end of September or beginning of October last.4 


On motion of MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND, ? 
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Ordered, That the said Message, and accompanying Documents, be printed for 
the use of the Members of thts House. 


Ordered, That David Christie, John W. Gamble, and David B. Stevenson, 
Esquires, be added to the Select Committee to which was referred the Bill to 
amend the Muntctpal Corporatton Acts. 

Ordered, That all Pettttons presented to thts House, praying for amendments 
to the Munictpal Corporation Acts, be referred to the satd Committee. 











On motton of Mr. Loranger, seconded by Mr. Masson, 

Ordered, That the Sessional Order of the 20th of October last, (that all 
unopposed Private and Local Bills be taken into constderatton on Thursdays, 
previous to the Orders of the day) be suspended unttl after the discussion of 
the first Order on the List. 
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DR. MASSON propose que la Chambre recoive les pétitions de C. Benedict et 
autres, et de Lemuel Cushing, contre l1'élection de Sidney Bellingham pour le 
comté d'Argenteuil. I1 dit qu'il ne veut pas entrer dans les mérites de la 
pétition, mais qu'il ne voit aucune difficulté a recevoir ces pétitions. I1 n'y 
a aucun doute que les priviléges des électeurs du comté d'Argenteuil ont été 
violés durant la derniére élection, et que M. Bellingham ne le représente pas 
légalement. Il peut prouver cet avancé par des statistiques. La pétition de 
Lemuel Cushing dit qu'il y a au moins 720 votes illégaux, et que dans le Gore, 
ou M. Bellingham a recu plus de 450 voix, il n'y a que 40 voteurs. 


MR. BELLINGHAM interrompt M. Masson en disant qu'il n'est pas dans l'ordre 
en discutant la pétition./ 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER dit que le membre devrait se contenter d'exposer les 
faits, mais de ne pas entrer dans le mérite de la pétition qui a été lue par le 
greffier.8 


DR. MASSON dit que les membres n'ayant pas tous entendu la lecture de la 
pétition, il en répétera les principaux faits: La pétition de M. Cushing dit 
formellement qu'il a eu 385 votes légaux de plus que M. Bellingham; qu'il a été 
pris 19 votes a Harrington, et que sur ce nombre il y en avait 12 de personnes 
qui n'avatent. aucun droit,de, votes; jascrenville, sun 75 votes.) 1. y teneaee 5 
d'illégaux; a4 Chatham, il y en a 42 d'illégaux; 4 Wentwork (sic), 105; dans le 
Gore, 370 mauvais votes contre 391; a Jérusalem, 87 sur 129; en tout 720 votes 
illégaux en faveur de M. Bellingham. En conséquence de ces faits, il espére que 
la Chambre recevra les pétitions, afin de rendre justice aux électeurs d'Argen- 
teuil, qui sont représentés par un homme qui n'a pas la confiance de la majorité 
de ses constituants. 


MR. FELTON’ s'oppose a la réception des pétitions parce qu'il y a un statut 
qui dit que les pétitions contre 1'élection d'un membre devront étre présentées 
dans les quatorze jours aprés le rapport du writ, pourvu que la Chambre soit en 
session: mais que si elle est en vacance, comme cela était le cas lors de 
l'élection d'Argenteuil, alors treize jours pourront s'écouler pendant la va- 
cance et le quatorziéme sera le premier jour ott la Chambre procédera aux 
affaires. La pétition ne peut @tre recue, parce qu'elle a été présentée une 
journée trop tard. I1 cite des procédés anglais en appui de ce qu'il dit.10 


MR. LORANGER dit que quelque puissent étre les procédés anglais la législa- 
ture canadienne doit aussi avoir les siens. La Chambre ne siégeant pas lorsque 
l'élection a eu lieu, la pétition n'a pas pu @étre présentée dans les quatorze 
jours aprés le retour du writ, et par conséquent elle ne doit pas é6tre refusée. 
Il pense que M. Cushing pouvait présenter sa pétition dans les quatorze jours 
aprés la réunion de la Ghambre, parce qu'il faut interpréter Ta toi dune 
maniére large, surtout lorsqu'il s'agit d'une matiére aussi grave que celle de 
laisser siéger dans cette chambre une personne qui n'en a pas le droit et qui 
usurpe la place d'une autre. Puisque chacun a le droit de contester une élec- 
tion, il faut donner aux électeurs lésés le moyen de pétitionner.!1 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH se prononce contre la réception de la motion parce 
que la loi dit expressément qu'elle ne peut étre recue que dans les quatorze 
jours aprés le retour du writ, et il maintient que la Chambre était réellement 
en session durant la vacance, mais qu'elle ne procédait pas aux affaires; dans 
ce cas la pétition devait 6tre présentée le premier jour ot la Chambre a procédé 
aux affaires de routine et ce jour était le 23 courant et non le lendemain.!2 


DPD? 


MR. CHABOT dit qu'il a examiné beaucoup de précédents anglais, et qu'il 
croit que la Chambre ne peut pas recevoir la pétition. Il admet quiil testatrds 
dur de refuser la pétition, mais la loi est claire et la Chambre ne peut 
l'enfreindre. Il soutient que les jours de vacance, qu'elle soit d'un jour ou 
de plusieurs mois, doivent 6étre comptés comme faisant partie de la session. La 
loi devrait é6tre amendée, mais tant qu'elle ne le sera pas, il faut Py 
soumettre.!3 


MR. A. DORION (de Montréal) dit que la question est d'une grande importance 
et qu'elle mérite toute l'attention de la Chambre. I1 admet que la Chambre n'a 
pas le droit de changer une loi qui a été passée par les trois branches de la 
législature, mais elle a parfaitement le droit de l'interpréter conformément a 
l'intention évidente du législateur. La quatriéme clause du statut permet de 
recevoir la pétition, car elle dit que si une élection a lieu durant les qua- 
torze derniers jours d'une session, les pétitions en contestation pourront étre 
présentées durant les quatorze premiers jours de la session suivante, et le 
législateur a évidemment eu l'intention de donner le méme délai si l'élection a 
lieu durant une vacance, car lorsque la loi a été faite on ne prévoyait pas de 
vacances aussi longues que celle durant laquelle l'élection a eu lieu. I1 pense 
qu'on doit interpréter le mot session, le temps ot la Chambre siége réguliére- 
ment, et procéde aux affaires et non pas le temps ot la Chambre ne siége réelle- 
ment pas. Ensuite, si la pétition n'a pas été présentée le premier jour, c'est 
parce que le membre pour Soulange[s] n'a pu arriver assez t6ét, et aussi parce 
que la chambre n'a siégé que quelques minutes le premier jour; mais elle a été 
présentée le second jour, et il pense que pour une aussi légére déviation des 
régles de la chambre, il ne faut pas priver les électeurs d'un compté d'obtenir 
justice. On doit interpréter la loi de maniére a donner effet a l'intention de 
la législature. Il pense donc qu'il est impossible de refuser cette pétition, 
a@autant pilus) quill) in'y: awvaucun inconvénient a la recevoir, tandis qu'il’ yen 
aurait beaucoup a laisser siéger un membre qui n'en a peut-étre pas le droit.!4 


MESSRS. J.S. MACDONALD (de Glengary), WILSON,. LORANGER, ... TURCOTTE et 
CAPT. RHODES, parlent en faveur de la motionl9, 


MR. MACKENZIE said they had heard half a dozen lawyers declaring that the 
House would break the law if they received the petition and another half dozen 
equally learned declaring they would break the law if they did not receive it. 
In these circumstances all he could do was to bring what amount of common sense 
he had been gifted with to judge between them. The fact was that on account of 
the railway cars sticking in a snow drift between Montreal and Quebec, he and 
the hon. member for Soulanges (Mr. Masson) had been unable to be present at the 
five minutes sitting of the House on Friday the 23rd, and of course his hon. 
friend could not present the petitions till Monday. But was it common sense 
that on account of that accidental detention of the railway cars, justice should 
not be dealt out to one of the largest constituencies in the country, by allow- 
ing the petitioners an opportunity of proving the alleged bribery and corrup- 
tion, and that of Mr. Bellingham's 1,100 votes, no fewer than 700 were bad ones? 
They should not withold justice from these men on account of a lawyer's 
quibble. 16 


(694) 

The House, according to Order, resumed the further constderatton of the 
recetving of the Petition of Charles Benedict and others, Electors of the County 
of Argenteutl, and the Petition of Lemuel Cushing, Esquire, Merchant, of the 
Township of Chatham, County of Argenteutl. 
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And the Question being put, That the said Petittons be now received; the 


House dtvtded: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as 
follow: -- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Biggar, Bourassa, Brodeur, Brown, Bureau, Chauveau, 


Christte, Cooke, Cook, Charles Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, Darehe, Desaulniers, 
DeWitt, Jean B.E. Dorion, Antoine A. Dorton, Dufresne, Foley, Frazer, Galt, 


Gould, Guévremont, Hartman, Holton, Huot, Jackson, Jobin, Labelle, Laberge, 
Larwtll, Loranger, Lumsden, Lyon, John S. Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, 
Mackenzte, McCann, Marchildon, Masson, Matheson, Matttce, Meagher, Mongenais, 


Munro, Murney; Nites, Papin, Patrick, Poulin; Prévost, Rotph, Southuter, 


Thtbaudeau, Turcotte, Valois, Whitney, Wilson, Wright, and Young.--(60.) 


























NAYS. 

Messteurs Alleyn, Burton, Cameron, Cartier, Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, 
Chabot, Chapats, Chisholm, Clarke, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Attorney General 
Drummond, Egan, Felton, Fergusson, Octave C. Fortter, Gamble, Hinecks, Laporte, 
Lemteux, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Sir A.W. MacNab, Joseph C. 


Morrison, Angus Morrison, Polette, Pouliot, Powell, Rankin, Roblin, Solicitor 
General Ross, James Ross, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, 
Stevenson, and Yeilding.--(41.) 

So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 

The said Petittons were then recetved, and read; as followeth:-- 


Of Charles Benedict and others, Electors of the County of Argenteutl, set- 


(695) 
ting forth, verbatim, the same ctreumstances and containing the same prayer as 
the Petition of John Stephens and others, Electors of the County of Argenteuil, 
which was received and read on the second instant, pages 618 and 619. 

Of Lemuel Cushing, Esqutre, Merchant, of the Township of Chatham, County of 
Argenteutl; setting forth: That on the twenty-second day of the month of Decem- 
ber last past, at the hustings, then held in the Village of Saint Andrew's, in 
the Partsh of Saint Andrew, in the County of Argenteutl, to wit: at the time 
and place of nomination for the purpose of electing a person to represent the 
Electors of the satd County of Argenteutl in the Legislattve Assembly of the 
Province of Canada in the satd Parltament, in obedience to Her Majesty's Writ to 
the Returning Offteer, to wit: to Danielide Hertel; Esquire, Registrar, 
directed and bearing date the first day of the said month of December last, the 
Petitioner was then and there duly proposed by Alexis Edouard Montmarquet, 
Esquire, of Cartlton, in the satd Partsh of Saint Andrew: That the Petitioner 
was then and there duly nominated as a Candidate for the said Electton according 
to the Writ aforesatd: That the Pettttoner being thereunto duly qualtfted, 
accepted then and there in person, the satd nomtnatton, and became and has ever 
since been a Candidate as aforésatd for the Electton in question: That the 
Petittoner was further at the time of the tssutng of the said Writ of Election, 
and has ever since been an Elector of the satd County, and was duly qualified to 
vote at the Election made in virtue of the said Writ: That Sydney Bellingham, 
Esquire, of Satnt Catherine's, in the netghbourhood of the City of Montreal, in 
the satd Province, was also nomtnated a Candtdate for the said Election: That 
the show of hands of the Electors of the said County then and there present, 
was, when duly called for by the said Returning Officer, then and there in favor 
of the Petitioner: That the said Returning Officer then and there, to wit: on 
and from the hustings aforesatd, publicly and duly declared such fact: That the 
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satd Returning Officer did further then and there declare that the polling days 
for the said Election were the twenty-ninth and thirtieth of the satd month of 
December then instant, according to the Proclamation in that behalf: That on 
the twenty-ninth and thirtieth days of the said month of December, a Poll was 
held in each of the several Parishes and Townships hereinafter named, to wit: 
tin the Parishes of Saint Andrew, Saint Jerusalem, Saint Hermas and Saint Placide 
respectively, and in the Townships of Grenville, Augmentation of Grenville, 
Chatham, Harrington, Wentworth and Gore respectively, according to the Proclama- 
tion aforesaid: That on the fifth day of the month of January last past, the 
day fixed for the Proclamation at Saint Andrew's aforesaid, of the Election in 
question, the said Returning Officer did proclaim that the said Sydney 
Bellingham had obtained in and for the satd Election, eleven hundred and 
thirteen votes, and the Petttioner seven hundred and seventy votes, and did then 
and there proclaim the satd Sydney Bellingham duly elected: That the Petitioner 
humbly alleges, and in due time, place, and manner can and will prove and 
maintain in fact and tn law that seven hundred and twenty-etght, or about that 
number, of the said eleven hundred and thirteen votes for the said Sydney 
Bellingham were unduly and fraudulently obtained by him the said Sydney 
Bellingham, and that the Petitioner had a majority of the legal votes of the 
Electors of the said County of Argenteuil at the said Election: That further, 
the Petttton avers, that out of the number of three hundred and ninety-one 
voters who appear by the Poll-book for the Township of Gore aforesaid, to have 
voted for the said Sydney Bellingham, three hundred and seventy were not Elec- 
tors either in the said Township or in the said County and were not qualified to 
vote at the satd Electton at all: That some of the said tllegal votes were 
stmulated by parttes in disguise, who had previously voted at the satd Poll: 
That out of the number of one hundred and etghty-seven votes polled for the said 
Sydney Bellingham at the Poll held in the Township of Wentworth aforesaid, as 
appears by the Poll-book for the said Township, one hundred and eighty-five had 


(696) 
no right to vote, having no qualification as Electors of the said County: That 
out of the seventy-five votes which appear by the Poll-book to have been given 
for the said Sydney Bellingham in Grenville aforesaid, twelve votes were 
recorded and given by persons having no right to vote in the satd Township nor 
tn the satd County: That out of two hundred and twenty-nine votes given and 
recorded for the satd Sydney Bellingham in the Partsh of Satnt Jerusalem afore- 
satd, as appears by the Poll-book kept therein for the satd Electton, etghty- 
seven are tllegal, the parties giving the same having no qualtftcatton nor right 
to vote thereat nor in the said County: That of the forty-five votes given and 
recorded for the satd Sydney Bellingham in the Townshtp of the Augmentatton of 
Grenville aforesaid, as appears by the Poll-book for the satd Township, nineteen 
are tllegal, the persons giving the same having no title nor qualtftcation 
therefor: That of the ftfteen votes given and recorded for the satd Sydney 
Bellingham in the Township of Harrington aforesaid, as appears by the Poll-book 
for the said Township, twelve are null and votd in law, the persons giving the 
same having no qualification nor right to the same: That of the one hundred and 
seven votes given and recorded for the satd Sydney Bellingham in the Townshtp of 
Chatham aforesaid, as appears by the Poll-book taken tn the satd Township, 
forty-three votes are tllegal, the same having been gtven by persons who had no 
title, qualtfication, nor right so to vote, either in the satd Township or in 
the satd County at or for the said Election: That all the satd tllegal votes 
were given by persons or parties who were not proprtetors of real estate in the 
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satd County, and who were not qualified to vote at the satd Election: That, 
furthermore, in the different polling places above menttoned, persons who being 
qualifted to vote at the said Election, voted several times at the same and at 
different polling-places in the said County: That the number of votes bad and 
votd in law obtained by and recorded for the said Sydney Bellingham at the said 
Election, amount to upwards of seven hundred and twenty-eight; and that the 
Petttioner ought to have been duly returned as Member to represent the Electors 
of the satd County in the Legislative Assembly of this Province, he having a 
majority of three hundred and eighty-five of the legal votes aforesaid, over 
those the legal votes obtained by the satd Sydney Bellingham: That the Pett- 
ttoner further alleges that the said Sydney Bellingham, and his friends and 
partizans, with his knowledge and partictpatiton, resorted to means of brtbery 
and corruptton, causing large quantities of intoxtcating liquor to be dtistrtb- 
uted tn the aforesaid Townships of Gore, Wentworth, Grenville, and Augmentation 
of Grenville, and at the different Townships and Parishes in the satd County, at 
the time and places when and where the said Polls were held, for the purpose of 
inducing persons to vote for him the satd Sydney Bellingham on the satd Elec- 
tton; and that he the said Sydney Bellingham, and his friends and agents, dtd 
also pay and expend in the Townshtps and Parishes of the said County, large sums 
of money to secure the votes of the said Electors and of persons voting as 
aforesatd, and to prevent others from voting for the Petitioner, and that the 
satd Sydney Bellingham thereby secured a large number of votes whitch would 
otherwise have been given and recorded for the Petitioner: That the Petitioner 
also alleges, that the satd Sydney Bellingham and his friends and partizans dtd 
make use of threats and menaces and use violence at the different booths or 
polling-places in the said County, at and for the said Election, and more 
particularly at the polling-places in the Townshtps of Gore, Wentworth, 
Grenville, and Augmentation of Grenville respectively, and in the Partsh of 
Satnt Jerusalem, and by means of such violence and menaces drove away the 
representatives and agents of the Pettttoner and prevented them from challenging 
the illegal votes tendered at the said Electton, and prevented a great number of 
the qualtfted Electors of the satd County from voting for the Petittoner at the 
satd Electton: That a great number of the votes entered in the satd Poll-books 
are trregularly entered, and do not show the name, surname, restdence of the 
voters, and sttuatton of the property on whtch they qualtfted or pretended to 


(62:7) 
qualtfy: That for all these reasons the Electton of the satd Sydney Bellingham 
ought to be declared null and void, and the Pettttoner declared to have been 
elected to represent the said County in Parliament as aforesatd, and that the 
Return of the satd Returning Officer should be amended accordingly: Wherefore 
the Pettttoner complaining for all and each of the reasons aforesaid, of the 
undue Election and Return of the said Sydney Bellingham as Member of and for the 
satd County of Argenteuitl, to serve in Parltament as aforesaid, and also com- 
plaining for the said reasons jointly and severally that no Return has been made 
according to the requisition of the aforesatd Writ of Eleetton, and also com- 
platning of the spectal matters aforesaid contained in the Return in questton; 
and praying that the Electton and Return in questton of the satd Sydney 
Bellingham be, on the reasons and grounds aforesaid, and on each or etther of 
them, declared by the House and according to Law, trregular, unjust, illegal, 
null and votd, and that the House will be pleased duly to adjudge and declare 
the Petitioner to have been and to be duly elected under the aforesaid Writ to 
serve and represent the satd County of Argenteutl as Member therefor in the 
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House, to wit: in the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the Province of 
Canada, in Parliament assembled; and further that the House will be pleased to 
order and cause to be altered and amended to this effect, the Return in ques- 
tton; and also to order, and order to be done whatever may be required by law in 
thts behalf; and also that the House will be pleased to declare, order, and do 
whatsoever law and justice may require in the premises; and further that the 
satd Sydney Bellingham, and all or whoever may contest this Petition or defend 
the said pretended Election and Return of the said Sydney Bellingham, be 
ordered, adjudged, and condemned by the House, in due form of law, to pay the 
just costs of this Petition, and of supporting the same. 


Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, That he had received a Notification from 
the Shertff of the District of Quebec, that the case of Louis Lavote has been 
continued by Mr. Justice Badgley until To-morrow at Ten o'clock, at which time 
he is ordered to be brought into Court. 


The Order of the day for receiving the Report of the Committee of the whole 
House on the Bill to ineorporate the Eastern Townships Bank, being read; 
Ordered, That the said Order of the day be discharged. 


On motion of MR. GALT,!7 


(697) 

Ordered, That the Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole House, to 
amend the same, by leaving out all the words after "Provided" in the 37th line 
of the 25th clause, and inserting the words "further that the several provisions 
of an Act passed in the sixteenth year of Her Majesty's Reign, tintituled, "An 
Act to encourage the issue, by the chartered Banks of this Province, of Notes 
secured tn the manner provided by the General Banking Law," shall be and are 
hereby declared to be applicable to this Act" instead thereof; and also, by 
Leaving out the words "and the amount of Provincial or Munictpal Loan Fund 
Debentures held by the Corporation" in the 48th line of the 27th Clause. 

Resolved, That this House wtll tmmediately resolve itself into the said 
Committee. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee; and after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chatr; and Mr. Crawford 
reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, and made amendments 
thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Report be now received. 

Mr. Crawford reported the Bill accordingly; and the amendments were read, 
and agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Bill be read the third time on Wednesday next. 


On motion of MR. CAMERON, !8 


(698) 

A Bill to vest in Edward Shortis, of Toronto, Esqutre, the Road or Conces- 
ston allowance between Lots numbers fifteen and sixteen, in the sixth Concession 
of the Townshtp of Thorah, was, according to Order, read the third time. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cameron do carry the Bill to the Legislative 
Counctl, and desire their concurrence. 


The Order of the day for the House again in Committee on the Bill to prevent 
the traffic tn Alcoholic and Intoxicating Liquors, being read; 


DLP. 


MR. FELTON having intimated his wish that this item should be taken up on an 
early day, 19 


MR. GALT said the measure had a very important bearing on the fiscal inter- 
ests of the country, and he hoped that when it again came up the Government 
would be prepared to state what course they were prepared to take in reference 
to those contingencies which must necessarily arise in the event of its being 
adopted. 29 


On motion of MR. FELTON, 21 


(698) 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed until Wednesday next, 
and be then the first Order of the day. 


Then, on motton of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by 
the Honorable Sir Allan WN. MacNab, 
The House adjourned. 


APPENDIX: 15 MARCH 1855. 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: POSITION OF LANDS IN COUNTY OF KENT. ] 


MR. LARWILL enquired of the Ministry, what is the position of the lands in 
the county of Kent, leased by the late Col. Thos. Talbot,--whether the same can 
be purchased and on what terms and conditions: also whether it is the intention 
of the government to introduce any measure during the present session, to pre- 
serve the public domain from being monopolized by land speculators to the detri- 
ment of the would-be actual settlers and the industrial classes; and also why 
focilatiessare Not given for the same (sic) of all public lands in the said 
county of Kent .22 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON answered that the latter was under consideration 
of the Government, and they hoped to arrive at a decision in a few days.23 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR PAYMENT TO MR. MACKENZIE OF SUMS DUE 
HIM] 


MR. YOUNG moved an Address to His Excellency, for the payment to W.L. Mac- 
kenzie of the interest on his Welland Canal claim and the balance of his 
expenses while in England, both claims having been audited and admitted by 
Committees appointed by the Legislative Assembly at the time the services were 
performed.24 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said that all the papers in the case had been 
referred to the Attorney General West for his report thereon. He did not desire 
to enter into the matter till that report was given in.29 


MR. YOUNG.--I have no objection to withdraw the motion for a week until the 
Government have the enquiries they consider necessary.2© 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I would rather have it withdrawn altogether, as 
I do not wish the matter to come up again till the Attorney Gen[eral] has made 
his report.2/ 


MR. YOUNG.--When?28 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I have no doubt he will make it in a day or 
two--at all events as soon as he possibly can.2? 


The motion was then withdrawn. 2° 
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FOOTNOTES: 15 MARCH 1855. 


ie 
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Telegraph (TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 16 March 1855), Telegraph (GLOBE, 16 March 
1855), MORNING CHRONICLE, 16 March 1855, and HAMILTON GAZETTE, 19 March 
1855 differ from the JOURNALS and report that Mr. Dionne introduced a bill 
to fix the county ‘seat of the county of “Temiscouata." ‘Telegraph ‘(LE PAYS, 
17 March 1855) and Telegraph (PILOT, 16 March 1855) also differ and report 
he introduced a bill to fix the county seat of the county of "Kamouraska." 
Telegraph (PILOT, 16 March 1855) and Telegraph (LE PAYS, 17 March 1855) 
differ from the JOURNALS and report that Mr. Felton introduced a bill to 
incorporate Sherbrooke. 

GUOBER Zs. Manche uooDy. 

EBEDE 

IBID. 

LE PAYS) s20n Manch US55..5 According to GLOBE, 25 Mareh, 1355 .and Lin PAYS. 
20 March 1855, the debate on this item lasted five hours. 

LE PAYS, ZOeManeh. H855. 

PBEDE 

1S 

IQSHOD) 

IM MD 6 

Bays 

JESSIE 

IBID. 

IBID. 

GLOBE, 23) Marehy i855. 

PRED 

TBEDE 

BLD 

EBD 

IBID. 

Telegraph (TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 16 March 1855). 
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CLOBE, 25° Maneh) lS55. 
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Alay ID), 

ERED 

IBID. 
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FRIDAY, 16 MARCH 1855. 


(698) 

MR. Speaker latd before the House,--Return from the Registrar of the County 
of Hastings, received in pursuance of the Order of this House of the 14th 
September last. 

For the satd Return, see Appendix (Z.) 


And also, Statement of the Affairs of the Provincial Insurance Company of 
Toronto, from 30th June, 1854, to 17th February, 1855. 
For the satd Return, see Appendix (E.E.) 


The following Petitions were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Antoine Atmé Dorton, --The Petition of L.A. Dessaulles, Esquire, and 
others, of the Town and Parish of St. Hyacinthe; the Petition of George McGowan 
and others, of the Parish of St. Constant, in the County of Laprairie; the 
Petition of Michel Bibaud, of Montreal; and the Petition of the Institut 
Canadten of St. Hyactnthe. 

By Mr. Church,--The Petition of Harmony Lodge, Wo. 1, of the Independent 
Order of Good Templars of Merrickville, in the County of Grenville. 

By Mr. Stdney Smith,--The Petition of the Town Counctl of the Town of 
Cobourg. 

By the Honorable Mr. Young,--The Petition of Messteurs Dyde and Major, Joint 
Inspector of Pot and Pearl Ashes in the City of Montreal. 

By Mr. Somerville,--The Petition of Donald Munro and others, of the Township 
of Hitnchtnbrooke, in the County of Huntingdon; and the Petttion of George 
Sandtlands and others, of the Townshtp of Hinchinbrooke, in the County of 
Huntingdon. 

By Mr. Poulin,--The Petttton of the Reverend J.H. Provengal, Curé, and 
others, of St. Césatre, County of Rouville; and the Petition of Soeur Marie 




















Ste. Martie de Monnotir. 
By Mr. Holton,--The Petition of the Montreal Telegraph Company. 
By the Honorable Mr. Chabot,--The Petition of the Reverend W. Pollard and 
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others, the Minister and Trustees of the Wesleyan Methodist Congregation at 
Québec. 

By Mr. Alleyn,--The Petitton of Patrick Daly, of the City of Quebec, Trader; 
and the Petition of Margaret Doherty, of the City of Quebec, Baker. 

By Mr. Dufresne,--The Petition of Jean Baptiste Etu and others, of the 
Parish of St. Calixte de Kilkenny, County of Montcalm; and the Petition of the 
Reverend C.A. Loranger and others, of the Parish of Ste. Jultenne de Rawdon, 
County of Montcalm. 








Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read: -- 

Of F.X. Marcotte and others, of the County of Portneuf; praying that certain 
Resolutions adopted by the House which impose a Tax on all Vessels drawing ten 
or more feet of water, and frequenting the Port of Montreal, may not become law. 

Of the Reverend F. Morin, Curé, and others, of Cap Santé; praying aid for an 
Academy in the said place. Dude 

Of Richard Woodington and others, of the Township of Leeds, County of 
Megantic; praying aid for an Academy in the satd Township. 
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Of John Metkle, Chairman, and the Reverend Thomas Henry, Secretary, on 
behalf of the Board of Directors of the Lachute Academy; praying aid for the 
satd Academy. 

Of Antoine Dufresne and others, of the Parish of Deschambault, County of 
Portneuf; praying atd for the Model School in the said Partsh. 

Of John Hogdson and others, of the Village and Parish of Lacolle, in the 
County of Huntingdon; praying aid for a Model School in the said Village. 

Of Florence DeGuise, Notary, and Philippe Gauvreau, Merchant, of the Partsh 
of Ste. Anne de la Pocatiére, in the County of Kamouraska; praying to be indem- 
nified for expenses incurred in obeying the Order of the House of the fourth 
December last. 

Of Willtam Wotehon and others, of the Townshtp of Moran; praying that that 
part of the Township inhabited by the Petitttoners may be annexed to the County 
of Argenteutl. 

Of James Hammon and others, of Mille-Isles; praying that that part of Mille- 
Isles called Céte Ste. Angélique and Céte Ste. Marguerite, may be annexed to the 
County of Argenteuil. iat Se 























Ordered, That the Petition of the Municipality of the Village of Preston, in 
the County of Waterloo, and the Petition of James V. White and others, be 
referred to the Standing Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills. 








On motion of Mr. Fergusson, seconded by Mr. Somerville, 

Ordered, That the Select Committee on the Quebec Election Petition have 
leave to adjourn until Tuesday the tenth day of April next, at Ten o'clock tin 
the forenoon. 


The Honorable Mr. Cameron reported from the Select Committee on the Bill to 
amend the Act to abolish the right of Primogeniture, and to afford relief to 
parttes succeeding to the real estate of persons dying intestate in certain 
cases in Upper Canada, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, and made 
amendments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House, for Monday next. 





Mr. Gill, from the Select Committee appotnted to try and determine the 


(700) 
matter of the Petitton complatning of an undue Electton and Return for the 
County of Lotbintére, informed the House, That Joseph Charles Taché, Esqutre, a 
Member, and the Chatrman of the Committee, was not present within one hour after 
the time appointed for the meeting of the satd Committee this day. 
Ordered, That Joseph Charles Taché, Esquire, do attend in his place in thts 
House on Monday next. 





Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorion reported from the Select Committee on the Bill 
to established (sic) a Registry Office in the County of Arthabaska, That the 
Committee had gone through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House, for Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Petition of F.X. Marcotte and others, of the County of 
Portneuf, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 





Ordered, That the Petitton of the Muntctpal Council of the County of Simcoe, 
be referred to the Select Committee to which was referred the Bill to amend the 
Muntctpal Corporation Acts. 
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Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Merritt have leave to bring ti@a. BeErire 
tneorporate the Ntagara District Bank. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 


On motton of Mr. James Ross, seconded by Mr. Church, 

Ordered, That the Order of this House of the fourteenth of December last, 
referring the Bill to incorporate the Ontario and Bay of Quinté Canal Company, 
to the Standing Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills, be discharged. 

Ordered, That the said Bill be referred to the Standing Committee on Rail- 
roads, Canals, and Telegraph Lines. 








Sur motion de MR. MONGENATS,! 


(700) 
Ordered, That the Petition of Lemuel Cushing, Esquire, Merchant, of the 
Township of Chatham, County of Argenteuil, be referred to the General Committee 
of Electtons. 


On motion of Mr. Larwitll, seconded by Mr. Brown, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Hxcellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before 
thts House, a List of all Crown and Clergy Lands which have been sold within the 
County of Kent, since the first day of January, 1852, with the date of each 
sale, the names of the parties to whom sold, and the amount paid on each sale; 
also, a List of the Crown, Clergy, University, School and other Lands remaining 
unsold, and also of the Town Lots in the Town of Chatham, in the satd County, 
remaining unsold. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 








Ordered, That Mr. Felton have leave to bring in a Bill to establish Registry 
Offices in the County of Wolfe. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 
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Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond have leave to 
bring tn a Bill to annex certain tracts of land to the County of Argenteuil, for 
Electoral and Muntctpal purposes. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 


Ordered, That Antotne Polette, and Charlet (sic) Alleyn, Esqutres, be added 
to the Select Committee to which was referred the Bill to amend the Judicature 
Aets of Lower Canada. 


A Message from the Legislative Council, by John Fennings Taylor, Esqutre, 
one of the Masters tn Chancery: 
Mr. Speaker, 
The Legtslative Counctl have passed the Bill, intituled, "An Act to incorpo- 
rate the Evangelical Society established at La Grande Ligne, in the District of 
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Montreal, for the purposes of Education and Religious Instruction," without any 
Amendment: And also, 

The Legtslattve Counctl have passed the Bill, inttituled, "An Act to amend 
the Act ineorporating the Brockville and Ottawa Ratlway Company," with several 
Amendments, to whitch they destre the coneurrence of this House: And also, 

The Legislative Counetl have passed a Bill intituled, "An Act to amend the 
Act to modify the Usury Laws," to which they desire the coneurrence of this 
House. 

And then he wtthdrew. 


A Bill from the Legislative Counctl, intituled, "An Act to amend the Acts to 
modtfy the Usury Laws," was read for the first time. 

On motton of the Honorable Mr. Hineks, seconded by Mr. Rhodes, 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday the twenty-sixth 
instant. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON asked leave to introduce a Bill, intituled, “An 
Act to amend the Imperial Act, re-uniting the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada." He Said that, according to the measure which he now proposed, the 
Legislative Council should be composed of the present members and 48 elective 
members, the crown having in future no power of creating Legislative Council- 
lors. The tenure of office would be for eight years, but the Council would be 
renewed by one-fourth every two years. 


Ironical cheers from the opposition and cries of--EIGHT Years!3 


[MR. GOM. CR. LANDS GAUCHON continued: ] To determine the order in which 
they should retire from the council, the names of the counties or districts 
choosing members would be arrayed in groups of four and placed in twelve sepa- 
rate boxes. The names would then be drawn, and the members for those that came 
out first would go out at the end of two years, the second twelve would go out 
at the end of four years, the third at the end of six, and the fourth at the end 
of eight years. The council would thus be renewed to the extent of one-fourth 
at the end of every two years. The whole 48 would be elected at once when the 
Act came into operation, and would retire in the order he had explained. The 
property qualification was to be a thousand pounds, and the members would have 
to be 30 years of age and British subjects. The electors would be the same, as 
those entitled to vote for members of the House of Assembly, the districts of 
course being of larger extent. The Bill also provided that in future there 
should be no property qualification for members of the House of Assembly.4 


MR. BROWN.--Is the Government to have the power of dissolving the Elective 
Council at any time? 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--The Government will not have the power of 
dissolution. We want tov be denoesatie, a Jattle mone vehanisthes me mbes hou 
Lambton. © 


MR. MACKENZIE.--Will the Council elect its own Speaker?/ 
MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--No!8 
MR. PAPIN.--Is that democratic too? (Hear, hear and laughter).? 


MR. GAMBLE.--How long are the present members of the Legislative Council to 
remain in office?!0 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--They will remain for life. They are respect- 
able gentlemen, and he wont put them out.! 
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MR. A. DORION (Montreal.)--Will the seven (sic) recently created members 
remain for life also?!2 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--There will be no difference between them and 
the others.}3 


MR. BROWN.--Will the 48 new members be divided equally between Upper and 
Lower Canada, or are we to have representation according to population?!4 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--There will be 24 for Upper Canada and 24 for 
Lower Canada.15 


MR. ROBINSON.--Hon. gentlemen opposite are defeating their own object. They 
are giving the Government so many hints to enable them to improve their Bil1.16 


MR. A. DORION (de Montréal) dit qu'il voit que la mesure est conservatrice, 
mais qu'il ne pouvait attendre autre chose d'un ministére entiérement conserva- 
teur. Il ne désire pas entrer dans accune (sic) discussion aujourd'hui, mais il 
demande au ministére ce que devient le bill introduit durant la premiére partie 
de la session par l'honorable M. Morin?!/? 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON répond que si M. Morin était ici pour conduire sa 
estes ii ta conduirait; mais que s°il n'y vient pas elle sera laissée. de 
cote. 


MR. HOLTON dit que dans les explications ministérielles, le galant chevalier 
(Sir Allan) a dit et répété qu'il n'y avait eu aucun changement de principes 
dans les remaniements ministériels,--et cependant le bill de M. Morin a été 
abandonné pour un autre qui n'est pas du tout le méme, si on en juge d'aprés 
l'exposé que vient d'en faire l'hon. Commissaire des Terres. Il regrette que 
l'hon. membre pour Verchéres (M. Cartier) ne soit pas a sa place, parce qu'il 
voudrait le féliciter sur les progrés étonnans qu'il a faits depuis deux ans sur 
cette question et sur l'amélioration de ses principes. Livy ta ideuxeans ye dale a 
refusé de faire partie du gouvernement parce qu'il voulait exiger une qualifica- 
tion pécuniaire.!9 He refused to accept office unless the qualification was 
made £2000 in real estate.29 


Cris de non! non!21 


[MR. HOLTON continue:] Aujourd'hui, le gouvernement demande une qualifica- 
tion de £1000, et pourtant on dit qu'il n'y a eu de changemens de principes 
d'aucun coté! (Ecoutez! Ecoutez!)22 


MR. HINCKS.--That is entirely a mistake. The point on which the member for 
Vercheres differed from the then Government was whether the qualification should 
be a pecuniary one or as purposed by the Government, that the members should be 
selected from those who had been Reeves, Wardens, or members of the Lower House. 
The question as to the amount of qualification was not raised.2 


MR. HOLTON se rappelle trés bien, et tous ceux qui sont autour de lui disent 
la méme chose, que lors des explications qui eurent lieu dans la chambre sur les 
négociations en question, M. Cartier a formellement dit qu'il avait refusé la 
situation qu'on lui offrait parce qu'il voulait exiger une qualification fon- 
ciére de £2000, et pas moins, tandis que le gouvernement n'en voulait pas, et 
que c'etait la la seule différence. 11 pourrait le prouver par les journaux du 
tems s'il les avait sous la main, mais il est stir que sa mémoire est fidéle. 
Cependant aujourd'hui l'hon. membre pour Verchéres consent 4 n'exiger que £1000, 
et il accepte l'office et les émolumens.24 
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MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--C'est parce qu'aujourd'hui l'argent est rare.@° 


MR. HOLTON.--And public virtue is still scarcer. (Hear, hear and laughter.) 
I must also felicitate the hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands on the great prog- 
ress he has made, when only a few months ago he was strongly opposed to any 
proposition for making the Legislative Council elective, as were also all his 
colleagues, except the Postmaster General who I believe up to the period that he 
entered Parliament always consistently advocated elective principles.2® a 
parait que le pouvoir opére d'étranges conversions.2/ 


MR. CAMERON said the position of the half dozen fossils seemed to be growing 
stronger in the House28, It was only the fossils who would gain by this bill, 
since he believed that no part of the House would desire to carry this bil129. 
Even those who had always clamoured for an elective Council were not satisfied 
with the measure when they got it39 so that those opposed to the measure would 
gain their point.3! 


MR. GAMBLE believed there were many good features about the Bill, and he was 
willing to accepe it as a first anstalmenz.. althougheipadidiinotes cos ehemwiolle 
length he desired it should.32 [He] did not think that the member for Montreal 
had made much of his point. There was no great difference between £1,000 and 
£2,000. A coalition government must of course be carried on on the principle of 
compromise. 


MR. HOLTON admitted that the member for Renfrew was more competent to state 
facts with regard to the introduction of the last bill than he was. But was it 
not given out to the public at that time that the hon. member for Vercheres 
refused office because the pecuniary qualification in his opinion was insuffi- 
cient, and he stipulated for £2,000734 


MR. HINCKS said he had not had time enough to consider the explanations 
which had been made, to say whether he should be prepared to support the Bill in 
all its details. At the same time he did not think hon. gentlemen opposite had 
any good ground for attacking the Government as to any departure from principle 
as) EO) Enis) Shas Mr. Morin's first bill proposed that the members should be 
elected for nine years and should go out by one-third at a time. The House 
preferred a term of six years, but the Government were not prepared to abandon 
the measure on that account, and in yielding the point abandoned no principle. 
The Government of which he had been a member, also yielded the point as to the 
qualification of members. This qualification they first proposed was made the 
subject of a good deal of ridicule, but he still thought it the best that could 
have been adopted. He remembered distinctly that when the hon. Mr. Morin 
introduced his resolution, there was no pecuniary qualification named. The 
present Provincial Secretary had contended for a qualification without reference 
to the particular amount, and refused to join the Ministry until the pecuniary 
qualification was adopted. 236 He [Mr. Hincks] did not think that in this country 
a mere pecuniary qualification was the best. On the contrary he thought that 
that of making persons qualified for seats in the Legislative Council in conse- 
quence of their having received marks of the public confidence was exactly the 
kind of qualification calculated to give them that weight in the country which 
it was desirable that the Legislative Council should possess. At the same time 
he was free to admit that that proposition not having been approved of by the 
House, the Government had been obliged to abandon it. He thought the details of 
this Bill might be considerably improved, but he was willing to say this that he 
did not see anything in the details which would prevent him, if a member of the 
Government, from agreeing to a measure of the kind. He thought the Crown should 
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have the power of dissolution. He considered the term of service too long, and 
he did not like its being divided into so many as four parts. Of course hon. 
members would differ as to detail, although all agreed as to the principles, but 
he had no doubt that the House would agree to a Bill that would at all events be 
satisfactory to the country. 3/ 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal) said the Provincial Secretary had stated only last 
month on the hustings at Vercheres that he had refused to join a previous 
administration because he wanted a property qualification for members of the 
Legislative Council of28 £1,500 a £2,00039 and they would not consent.49 [He] 
said at the time, the objection of Mr. Cartier was considered very frivolous, 
and that the hon. member for Renfrew had got the advantage. But Mr. Cartier had 
certainly in his public speeches, at Church doors, persevered in advocating a 
high qualification; and at an election meeting4!, at the church door of the 
pabLwsh! Of St. Antoine?2, had even stated that he did not want beggars to admin- 
ister public affairs.43 How was it that he could give his consent so soon after 
such a statement as that, to taking away the property qualification of members 
of this House? (Hear, hear.) When he saw these discrepancies, he must say that 
HeweOmludanotmbTERdespatrwOr thesmorality of our public men. (Oh! Ohm Hone 
gentleman (sic) might cry Oh! Oh! but he was warranted in saying so, when he 
looked at the conduct not only of the Provincial Secretary, but of the Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands, who but a few months ago in this House declared himself 
opposed to the principle of an Elective Council which he now introduced a Bill 
to carry out, when he heard the Attorney General East say he would assist in 
carrying the measure, but he believed it would upset the constitution, and when 
he saw all the other members of the administration, except the Postmaster Gen- 
eral and the member for Levis, chime in, not from conviction, but because they 
said public opinion forced them to it. Was this a proper position for public 
men to occupy? They ought to endeavour to lead and correct public opinion, 
instead of being led to do anything that public opinion required, whether they 
held it to be wrong, or to be just and right. He hoped the member for Vercheres 
would explain the discrepancies in his own conduct, and how it was that he was 
now prepared to open the doors of this House to the beggars, to there (sic) who 
had no stake in the country in the matter of property. 


Mew PROV. SEC. "CARTIER Said that it was not a qualification of £2000; as 
stated by Mr. Holton, that he had regarded as the necessary qualification.*? 
[He] repeated what had been said by Mr. Hincks, that when offered a seat in the 
last administration he made a pecuniary qualification not the amount of it, the 
sine qua non to his accepting office. He was aware, however, that the news- 
papers had reported himeas insisting on a 21000 qualification. “During the 
recent Vercheres election, at one of the meetings an opponent of his, a person 
of French origin, was representing him (Mr. C.) as an aristocrat, because he 
wanted a £2000 qualification. He GMa Gh) was! Mot present 46, [OR] On one 
occasion, he met a Mr. Lake, who was accusing him of being an aristocrat, when 
he said to the people that they would be surprised to know how many aristocrats 
they had among them--that he was sure they had several persons with an amount of 
property greater than the qualifications he proposed, and they told him they had 
two or three hundred such persons. Indeed, they treated the hon. member for 
Montreal and his brother with contempt--no one would hear them.4’ The people 
gave this answer--they said, "he [Mr. Lake] is right, it is to prevent beggars 
like you from sitting in that place."48 


A Voice.--But many of them voted against you. 49 
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[MR. PROV. SEC. CARTIER continued:] He (Mr. C.) did not represent a beg- 
garly constituency, and he carried his election because he explained to his 
consti tuantsetnat, as far as Pt would be Pn his power, he wolwldaeinsts ton 
respectable political institutions, based as much as possible on property. As 
in the alleged discrepancy, in his not insisting on a property qualification for 
the members of the House of Assembly, he was satisfied if property was repre- 
sented in one branch of the Legislature, and had stated so on a former occasion 
in this House.29 The government of that period had adopted his views.>} 


MR. HOLTON claimed that the statement he had made as to the hon. gentleman's 
position in regard to the question of qualification was fully made out by what 
had fallen from himself. He admitted that the newspapers had reported him as 
Insisting Ton a 20008 cualittcatiton, “and, Nob  tLi= *to-daye nad tid cepone sever 
been called in question.°2 


MR. CHABOT said it was not the first time the hon. Provincial Secretary had 
denied the correctness of the reports which attributed to him a stipulation for 
a qualification of [£]2000 for Legislative Councillors at the time when the 
office of Chief Commissionership of Public Works was offered to him. He 
(Mr. Chabot) had heard him deny the correctness of that report on more occasions 
than one. He had simply contended for the principle of qualification.?? 


MR. MACKENZIE said that this was one of those measures which more perhaps 
than any thing else shewed the utter inconsistency of certain legislators. When 
the hon. Postmaster General went up to Wentworth for re-election in his printed 
address to his constituents, he told them that he had "felt it to be his duty to 
support. the’ Coalition rather than risk the consequence of factious intrigues." 
This was just the language used by the hon. member for Renfrew, (Mr. Hincks) who 
promised, along with his friends to give a generous support to the Government. 
And by the way, they had seen last night what that "generous support" amounted 
EG. When he saw the way that his friends voted last night on the Argenteuil 
case, it struck him that that support was not so generous as it might have been. 
Knowing well the hon. member for Renfrew since he came to this country, and 
knowing who they were that supported him in the House, and believed him to be 
the god of the country as a politician, he must say that when he saw what they 
were about last night, it did appear to him that the purposes for which the 
member for Renfrew and his friends had placed the Government where they were, 
had about been fulfilled, and that the "generous support" they were to give was 
to become small by degrees and beautifully less. (Hear, hear.) The Bill intro- 
duced to-day was a remarkable commentary on the address of the Postmaster 
General to his Wentworth constituents, if they might judge of it from the 
explanations of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, who did not himself cut a very 
consistent figure. The Postmaster General said in that address that he had 
joined the coalition on the "understanding clearly and cordially expressed, that 
all possible despatch would be used in carrying out the measures of the late 
administration, One, of. those. measures... [was]. 'a-.change:im.the ,constitution 
of the Legislative Council so as to make that body elective." They had only to 
look at the character of this Bill, to see that promises were like pie-crusts 
made to be broken. The measure of the present Government could not with the 
least semblance of truth be called the measure of the late administration. That 
gave 60 members elected by the people, this only 48. According to the measure 
of the late Government, the 35 members nominated by the crown would have been at 
once swept out--the measure of the present Government kept them all in, however 
long they lived, though it should be to the age of Methuselah. The last Bill 
provided that members should be elected for six years, divisible in three--this 
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gave a term of eight years, divisible in four. Hon. gentlemen opposite, if on 
their oath in a Court of Justice, would be compelled to declare that this was a 
different measure, and that they were not carrying out the measure of the late 
administration, as they had promised,--but the love of saying "We govern," and 
the power of sticking Hon. to their names made people do many things that were 
dishonorable. The old fogies above no doubt hoped that the measure would be 
lost, in consequence of being brought in by hon. gentlemen who had done every- 
thing in their power to frame a bill that everybody would revolt at. (Hear, 
hear.) But could they on their honor declare that the two measures were the 
same. He would leave that question to be settled by the Postmaster General with 
his conscience, which he believed was large and capacious, and if he wanted a 
legal adviser to assist him in soothing it, he might consult his friend the 
Attorney General, who by the way, along with the gallant knight from Hamilton, 
had taken care to be absent from the divisions in last Parliament on the Legis- 
lative Council question, to be prepared for every contingency, not knowing how 
things might jumble up. He could not find the names of either Sir A. M'Nab, or 
J.A. Macdonald in the division list. They took good care not to record their 
names against it in the journal of the House. 4 


A Voice.--But they spoke against it! > 


MR. MACKENZIE.--A member near me says the hon. member for Hamilton and the 
Attorney General spoke against the Bill.°® 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--Who said that? ./ 
MR. BROWN.--I dia!°8 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--I never spoke a word in this House on the 
subject. I was in Kingston at the time.2? 


Hive DROWN Savery true=-in 1853; but has the hon. gentleman forgotten 
Mr. Morin's resolutions in 1852760 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--I opposed the principle of making the circum- 
Stance of having been a Reeve, Warden &c, the qualification for members.©! 


MR. BROWN.--The hon. gentleman opposed the whole scheme, and contended that 
it would lead to a change of constitution.©2 


MR. MACKENZIE proceeded to say that it had given him great delight to sit 
down for a moment or two to allow hon. gentlemen opposite ... save their char- 
aAGtein. (Laughter.) But he had next a word to say to the hon. member for 
Vercheres, now the Secretary of the Province. When he heard him speaking this 
afternoon, he could scarcely believe that it was the same person Who. in 83 7. 
used to send him grand and inspiring documents, signed by himself as the secre- 
tary, the great gun of Democracy. Perhaps the hon. gentleman had got a dislike 
of beggars from the beggars he had to associate with in 1837!--perhaps he had 
got a "puke" by them at that time, which had made him keep apart from them ever 
after. He (Mr. M.) did not think it was rank or wealth that made a man respect- 
able. There were many who held high situations in the Government who might 
neither be so honest nor so respectable as the beggar. Lazarus the beggar went 
to Abraham's bosom, but the rich man died and went to the other place. And 
perhaps the hon. member for Vercheres, had he stuck to Democracy, instead of 
becoming Solicitor to the Grand Trunk, and picking what he could out of alee, uayel 
now becoming Provincial Secretary--he too might have been more respectable than 
he was at this day. But his special business was with the Postmaster General, 
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who having sold himself and his principles and his party, had left also the very 
measures which he told his people at Dundas he went into the Ministry to carry 
out. The former measure gave the power of dissolution--this did not. According 
to the former measure the members would be elected for six years, and the 
council could be dissolved in case of any difficulty. Now they were to be 
elected for eight years and not to be dissolved at all. Had he been with the 
Post Master General in his election for Wentworth, and been able to have fore- 
told in the spirit of prophecy the position at which the hon. gentleman had 
never arrived, and when he had been going off at a tangent, ever further and 
further from the line in which he ought to go, would not his constituents have 
been a little astonished? The principle of the Legislative Council Bill had 
been settled by the House in 1853, but the men who were the enemies of that 
principle had been assisted into power by the hon. member for Renfrew. That 
hon. gentleman had deliberately sacrificed his views and principles and those of 
his party, in order to put into office the Tories, the very men he had always 
condemned during the best days of his life.63 [He] had turned round upon those 
fast political friends, who had) raised him to wealth) and rank fromvaypoor £200 a 
year, and had handed them over to his enemies. The hon. member gave them a 
generous support--he did so last night on the Argenteuil case®4 and they were 
much the better of it and went home and slept on it. (Laughter.) It appeared 
to him last night that the hon. gentleman was to play the same game with the 
aaare: as he had done with the Reformers, that in short he was to be true to no 
man. 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER.--Order. 66 


MR. MACKENZIE said he had an unfortunate habit of speaking unpleasant 
truths, but he willingly bowed to the speaker's authority. He then read from 
the Journals of the House an amendment by Mr. Brown when the subject was under 
discussion in,.the Last. Parliament, to the effect’ that "twovelective’ chambers are 
contrary to the principles of British Constitutional Government."©/ Who did he 
catch in his net, when he moved a resolution declaring it to be subversive of 
the constitution, and calculated to introduce an entire change in the system of 
government ?08 Among the yeas were Messrs. Cauchon, (Hear, hear) Robinson, Lyon, 
and Stevenson.©9 Why, the henorable (sic) member of Montmorenci voted with the 
member for Lambton; yet now down he came, and the very moment he got into 
office, was ready to introduce this very measure. After a short schooling under 
the premier at the house with the flagstaff over it, he had learned the task of 
eating up his words’9, Mr. Cauchon changed his principles and his politics and 
his seat in the House, and for his £1000 a year and the advantages of office, 
the hon. gentleman gave up the principles held by the old Reformers of Lower 
Canada at the time when he (Mr. M.) used to admire them and was expelled [from] 
the House by the gallant knight for speaking of the excellent conduct of the 
Lower Canadians in supporting elective institutions.’ Sir Allan Mae Nala mmacs 
afterwards--that was the best of it--confessed that he was wrong, and he himself 
Girne Wick?) picht. | Upon ucondttonssoreasuch apostacy/2 he would not change places 
with the crown Lands commissioner for £2000 a year./3 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--No one offers it to you. /4 


MR. MACKENZIE: Well, nobody ever had a better opportunity of attaining 
wealth and power than himself. The reports of the British Parliament would 
prove that; but though he made many mistakes--perhaps the affair of 1837 was the 
greatest--he had in all the political changes which he had brought about tried 
to be consistent, and succeeded in being disinterested. While he was so, he 
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should not be put out of countenance by all the opera glasses which the Crown 
Lands Commissioner (who was just then using one) might direct upon him./> Re- 
turning to Mr. Brown's amendment that two Elective chambers are contrary to the 
principles of British Constitutional Government, he repeated that the names of 
Sir Allan MacNab and J.A. Macdonald were not in the division list./©® It would 
be interesting to know why the Honorable Attorney General, and the hon. member 
for Hamilton, were not present at former votes on this subject. It would be 
unparliamentary to say that they were dodging: but it was more consonant, no 
doubt, for them to be absent’/’ [OR] it would be unparliamentary to say that they 
were boozing; but it was more convenient, no doubt, for them to be absent. 


MRS AL IGEN. JAR MACDONALD! saad he was at Kingston. /9 
MR. MACKENZIE: Well, where was the gallant knight ?89 
MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I was sick at the time.81 


MR. MACKENZIE.--There were a great many sick at that time. (Hear, hear.) 
The member for Lambton then moved that representation should be on the basis of 
population. Among the yeas were Messrs. Brown, Gamble, Smith of Frontenac, 
Robinson, Seymour, (one of the new made lords) Shaw, and Stevenson. Did Solic- 
itor General Smith go for representation by population now? No! but for place, 
with a salary attached to it. (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman was a fit 
associate for the Postmaster General, who said he was to carry the measure of 
the late administration, but brought in others quite different, and for the 
Crown Land's Commissioner also, who had put his principles into his pocket and 
walked across for the sake of office, although he would not accept the small 
concern that the member for Renfrew had offered him. All those gentlemen in 
order to keep themselves in the Government, were now to vote down what they used 
to vote up.82 He ended by expressing his surprise that after one scheme had 
been sent home to England, had been approved by the Duke of Newcastle, and 
appeared on the sessional papers of the British Parliament, an entirely new 
measure should now be sent down. It was wrong to ridicule such serious matters; 
but it was hard to treat as anything but a joke, so great a diversity as existed 
between ce honorable member for Vercheres, democracy in 1837, and aristocracy 
Lin) NGS 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE considered Mr. McKenzie as he himself sometimes said, 
as a very erratic genius, sent to Parliament by an anomalous constituency, part 
Christian, part heathen, combined within the bounds of Haldimand, of whom proba- 
bly the Christians never voted for the hon. member.84 [He] had painted himself 
as erratic, as guided by rules which were obtained among the people of 
Haldimand, rather than by those which usually guide gentlemen in the House.89 
The hon. member for Haldimand had been very anxious to impress the house with 
the idea that he (Mr. Spence) had deserted his former party and principles. He 
(Mr. Spence) admitted that the conduct of a public man was public property, and 
was liable to attack, but he did desire that the member for Haldimand should not 
time after time impose upon this House mere unsupported statements, nor make 
loud charges of inconsistency without adducing one solitary fact in support of 
these charges.86 It might be that the hon. member found his position miserable 
after thirty or forty years of public life, and that the system of Government he 
had once professed to admire had become disagreeable to him; but still it would 
be better for the honble. member and his friends to confine themselves to the 
discussion of measures before the House, instead of examining the conduct of 
members of the Government upon all occasions. It was only a few nights before 
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that ministers were taunted with neglecting to bring down this measure. The 
charge of insincerity then made had lost its effect, and that night members 
could see how far their prophecies were from being realised. Yet now they 
turned the discussion wholly away from the subject, to attack the member for 
Vercheres, the Crown Land Commissioner, and himself.8’ The member for Haldimand 
had referred to the Wentworth election contest of September and October last. 
le certainly did not ‘offend! him (lr. ss) io have that jcontest referred) to, tor 
it was a passage of arms which would have its appropriate place in the history 
of this country. Oh! 0h!) Her had towcontend on that occasion wath) the hon. 
member for Lambton who thought it was discharging his duty to his country in 
leaving Quebec and going on a pilgrimage to convert the honest Presbyterians 
of Wentworth,--with the member for Norfolk also, and the member for Brant 
(Mr. Christie) and the member for Waterloo who accompanied those hon. members on 
their mission.88 


MR. FOLEY.--It is not so.89 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--Did not Mr. Foley leave the City of Quebec along 
with Mr. Freeman and Mr. Christie? 29 


MR FOLEY. —Uhere is not, de womcdiomr geirUit hy dn. cote bala nO tame Nei le an ee wio athe mniy: 
while to go to your election at al1.9! 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--Was he not hanging on the borders of the County 
during the time of the election?2 though he had not the manliness to enter upon 
+, 93 
sitter 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER called the Postmaster General to order. If he was 
allowed to go into that subject, others would claim to reply and there would be 
no end to it.94 


MR. FOLEY (to Mr. Spence).--Talk about something else besides yourself.?° 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE then proceeded to deal with the charge of the member 
for Halidimand™thate ne. (Mi-S.) shad Solldshismirtendss and shals a pirdncea ples am tes dard 
not expect, however, that much weight would be attached to the statements of the 
member for Haldimand, who enjoyed an unenviable notoriety for blackening the 
character of other hon. members?® and it was perhaps wrong for him to notice 
anything that gentleman said. He might, however, console himself with the 
reflection that he had spoken of Dr. Rolph as a dodger, and had applied similar 
names to Mr. Brown? /, the member for Brant, the member Eor North York, and 
Others wath whom he now actede so, that she (Ma. SS.) hadealso. come in ton a share 
of his abuse.2?8 Here the honorable member read one or two extracts from 
writings in which Mr. Mackenzie had roughly handled Dr. Rolph, Mr. Hincks, and 
other members of the House??: 

"All that men could do or say against British power, John Rolph said and did 
while in the States. But he talked and acted in the dark, and having changed 
his tactics is now ready to blast the memory and reputation of both dead and 
living who followed him, of men who acted openly and neither in death, nor in 
life concealed their Gpinions or conduct.” 

“When it came to the vote, the artful old dodger, Rolph, who had voted again 
a few minutes thereafter, slipt off into the adjoining rooms. If cringing 
servility, an abandonment of principle, for which the country was consulted, 
puffs about 'princely stamina’ under ‘stipulations,’ deserve reward from a bad 
system, Rolph should be provided for." 

What agreement could there be on the other side of the House, when the 
member for Haldimand and the member for Norfolk voted together. 190 The hon. 
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member read from the address he had laid before his constituents on the occasion 
of his joining the present Government, and in which he promised that they would 
carry certain measures. He put it to the House whether the Government had not 
manfully, honourably and straightforwardly done the things they promised to do, 
and which he had ventured to assume the responsibility of promising that they 
would do?!9!l He put it to the House to say whether they had not done so, and 
Wnetnemunhey had Mol mEhUuSmWStostined him: for having, in a dificult eniscas, 
thrown himself into the breach. He also asked the House how long it was to 
be permitted to the member for Haldimand thus to get up and attack members of 
the House; and here he was reminded of the name "dissolving views" which had 
been applied to one member of the House. Where was the hon. member then 
(Mr. Mckenzie having left his seat.) 102 


MR. WILSON.--He will soon be back, he is not afraid. 103 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE put it to the House, whether, in a young country like 
this, it was not to be deplored, that through speeches in that House and through 
the press everything was represented as coming from a filthy source.!04 The 
last of the measures they promised was now on the table. He had been charged 
with having falsified his statement to the electors of Wentworth, because some 
of the details of the measure were altered. He considered that he had rather an 
additional claim on the regard of his constituents, if, with his colleagues he 
had treated the question cautiously and given every attention to making its 
details such that the new measure could be safely incorporated with our present 
system of Government.!95 Was it to be said that he had given up the elective 
principle because the term of eight years was substituted for six, or that he 
had failed to redeem his pledge because the new council was to consist of 48 
members instead of 602196 Should he be told he was less democratic when he said 
the Governor General should not have the power of dissolving a House elected by 
the people? He and his colleagues were defending the liberties of the people in 
giving the Upper House permanence for the period of eight years. athe vacdard 
not give it this stability, it would be a mere reflex of the passing gales of 
public opinion (Oh! Oh!) By the present Bill, they would have a chamber of 
respectability, of substance, of character, of standing in the country, and the 
members would have such a tenure of office as would give them influence, and 
enable them to be an efficient Court of Revision, exercising a salutary check on 
the hasty legislation of the Lower House. It was his purpose on this occasion, 
in replying to the charges which had been brought against him, to have gone into 
the history of the formation of the present Government, but he would reserve 
that for some future opportunity, when he would be able to shame hon. members 
opposite who dared to accuse himself and the member for Renfrew for having done 
their part to make the Government of a more composite character than it would 
otherwise have been.!0/ 


MR. MURNEY.--Please go on. hig abs 2 history we are all desirous of 
hearing. 108 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE declined doing so at present, and concluded by expres-— 
sing his conviction that no public man had made greater sacrifices for Liberal 
principles than the hon. member for Renfrew, and no one shared with him those 
principles more thoroughly than himself, (Mr. Bp tee 


MR. BROWN said he responded to the regret expressed by hon. gentlemen oppo- 
site, that charges of inconsistency and tergiversation should be so frequently 
brought against hon. members; but he thought there was one thing still more to 
be regretted--that so much valid cause should be given for the advancement of 
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such charges. (Hear, hear.) If ever there was a case in which the charge of 
inconsistency could be fairly levelled against public men, it was against the 
gentlemen on the treasury benches, in regard to the important matter now under 
discussion. (Hear, hear.) He did not now allude to the Postmaster General, for 
that hon. gentleman was not in Parliament when the subject of an Elective 
Council was formerly before the House; he alluded to the other members of the 
cabinet, but before proceeding to notice their position, he had one word to say 
to the Postmaster General. The hon. gentleman treated the House for the seventh 
time to a copious narration of that election of his; it really seemed as if 
there never was to be an end of that famous election for North Wentworth 
(laughter); and perhaps the fuss made about it is, after all, excusable. The 
hon. gentleman has got one victory in his life--his whole eyes are fixed on the 
wondrous event, to the exclusion of all else--and he really seems to fancy that 
all the rest of the world are gazing at it as intensely as himself. (Hear, 
hear.) If it were possible to draw the thoughts of the hon. gentleman away from 
the great event for a few moments, and from himself, he would try to recall 
one Or. two facts) to his) recollection, in regard to ‘the bill yberore the House. 
He (Mr. Brown) had had the privilege of addressing the electors of Wentworth 
during the late election, and among other topics which came up was that of an 
Elective Legislative Council. The day before leaving Quebec, he had obtained 
from Mr. Morin a copy of the council bill introduced by Government, and taking 
the ‘details! of the “meastire-as his text, he assalied’ (sic) the’ Goverimentetor 
proposing such a measure, and dared Mr. Spence to get up and vindicate its 
provisions. He challenged him to defend before his constituents the retention 
of the nominated councillors in the same chamber with the elected--the long term 
of six years, for which the councillors were to be elected--and the injustice 
done to Upper Canada by not taking, as the basis of the measure, representation 
by population. And how did the hon. gentleman reply? He repudiated the bill 
altogether; he declared that he had not yet considered the matter with his 
colleagues; he totally declined discussion. And if the hon. gentleman dared not 
father Mr. Morin's bill before his constituents, how infinitely more dangerous 
must it have been for him to defend the measure which is now before the House! 
(Hear, hear.) He firmly believed that had the electors of Wentworth understood 
that the Postmaster General would support such a scheme as this--a bill to place 
Upper Canada for [an]other ten years at least under the heel of the Lower 
Canadians--he would not have taken his seat in this House. The-hon. gentleman 
might boast of his election as much as he pleased, but when public opinion came 
to be expressed on the commutation clause of the Reserve bill--on the robbery of 
Upper Canada by the Seignioral bill--and on the absurdities and injustice of 
this Elective Council bill--the hon. gentleman may possibly find the verdict of 
his constituents somewhat different from his anticipations. (Hear, hear.) I 
must say, continued Mr. Brown, that I was not a little relieved when I heard the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands sexplain the details of his bit Sion.) weedeat 
impossible that 150 gentlemen of intelligence could ever assent to such a meas- 
ure--and I confess I cannot dismiss the suspicion that the gallant knight and 
his confreres have so framed the bill as to secure its defeat. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Speaker, there are three parties in this House upon the Elective Council 
question. Those who oppose the measure entirely as utterly impracticable with 
responsible government, and as leading certainly and directly to the adoption of 
American republican institutions; second, those who prefer British constitu- 
tional, to American constitutional government, but who think two elective 
chambers capable of being worked under the British system, and therefore sustain 
the measure; and third, those who support the measure because they prefer the 
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American system to the British, earnestly desire to see it adopted, and use this 
bill as a stepping-stone to that end. I hold with the first of these parties, 
and have ever done so. Iam thoroughly convinced that the adoption of this 
measure will be--must be--fatal to British constitutional government in this 
Province; I regard the British system as infinitely preferable to the American; 
and it will therefore cause me deep regret if the bill passes. I do not oppose 
it because I think the American system more truly democratic than the British; 
on the contrary, I think the British system gives more real, substantial power 
to the people, and a more direct mode of exercising it than the American or any 
other in the world. (Hear, hear.) And in these views I have not stood alone; 
they were held and boldly enunciated in this House only two years ago--by whom, 
Mr. Speaker? Why, by the hon. gentlemen on the treasury benches, who now bring 
Milena s) big contramyeton their most cherashed convictions, as) the price OF 
retaining office. (Hear, hear.) I hold in my hands a report of the speech of 
the premier of the government (Sir Allan McNab), delivered a year and a half 
ago, when this very bill was under discussion, and with the leave of the 
House!10, 


Cries of "dispense! dispense!" from the ministerial side. tll 


[MR. BROWN continued:] Yes! I have no doubt hon. gentlemen opposite would 
like to "dispense" with the record of their speeches as they have "dispensed" 
with their principles--but this question is too momentous to be treated lightly. 
The gallant knight (Sir Allan McNab) dared to charge me a few nights ago with 
endeavouring to lead over this country to annexation with the United States. He 
must have known that he was doing me an injustice--he must have known that no 
one in his own sphere has resisted annexation more strenuously than I have, or 
is prepared to resist such a movement, should it ever arise, more energetically 
than I will--and I think it ill became his position to throw an idle charge of 
that kind against any member of this House. (Hear, hear.) And why did the hon. 
gentleman make such a charge? Because I contended that the certain effect of 
the measure introduced by the gallant knight and his colleagues was the adoption 
in Canada of American institutions. But has no one else ever made that declara- 
tion? Has the gallant knight never expressed himself to that effect? Let me 
see. 1 read from the speech of Sir Allan McNab, in the House of Assembly, in 
Mieky INS) Se == 

"Sir Allan MacNab proceeded to contend that the government had brought the 
Upper House into contempt with a view of making it elective. The resolutions of 
the government were unconstitutional, and an infringement of the privileges of 
the other House, which was an independent body and a co-ordinate branch of the 
legislature. That House (the assembly) had no right in any manner to interfere 
with the other. He believed a Legislative Council appointed by the Crown was 





and the Governor General. He opposed an Elective Council, because he believed 


an elective government must follow, and after that, the whole system of govern- 


should much deplore".112 


Loud ironical cheering from the opposition benches!!3, 


[MR. BROWN continued:] Such was the hon. Premier's views a few months ago, 
and yet here he is proposing the very measure he then denounced, in his own 
words, as leading his country over to American republicanism, and thence to 
annexation! !14 


Loud cheers from the opposition. 1/15 
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[MR. BROWN continued:] Is this potion any the better that it comes from the 
hands of the hon. member for Hamilton, the quintessence of loyalty, than when it 
came from the hands of the hon. member for Renfrew? Had any change occurred 
since May, 1853, to make that palatable now which was fatal then? Do principles 
change because hon. gentlemen change their places? or is this surrender of the 
British constitution a part of the bare-faced bargain by which hon. gentlemen 
hold their seats? (Hear, hear.)116 Was the difference to be found merely in 
the fact that the member for Hamilton had made a bargain with the member for 
Renfrew? These were not mere questions of parties, but of a much more serious 
character!!7, Sir, I do deplore that the constitution of our country should be 
tossed about in this way by politicians, as a game of battledore and shuttle- 
cock. (Hear, hear.) I am convinced that the hon. gentleman was right when he 
warned his country of the results of this measure in 1853, but I am filled with 
surprise and indignation when I find him the leader of the attack.!18 That this 
measure must lean to republic[an] institutions he was convinced, and so were the 
greater part of the gentlemen on the benches around him.!19 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD.--No.!20 


MR. BROWN.--His hon. friend he knew was an exception, but that was the 
general feeling.!21 What were the Provincial Secretary's ... sentiments during 
the debate? He took up this ground that, unless you give the power of dissolu- 
tion to the Crown, responsible government could not be worked, and we would be 
led over to the entire adoption of the American constitution.!22 


MR. PROV. SECS CARTIER —--f said) I did not care much about. the power of 
dissolution, but (thas fe wouldenotwobgectyrst roncly jo sit, smone, partilculamly jas 
it was surrounded by the precautions contained in Mr. Morin's second set of 
resolutions. !23 


MR. BROWN.--I will read the gentleman's words:--"The dissolving power he 


Government could not be maintained;" (hear, hear) and yet this power the Govern- 
ment has not kept in the bill before the House. The hon. gentleman was also now 
quite willing to take away the property qualification from the lower House; but 
what did he say then? He spoke thus: "The seventh resolution, which did away 
with the property qualification for the Lower House, he entirely dissented from. 
If the principle was good, why not let it be applied to both Houses as well as 
to one? Why degrade both Houses by taking it away? He warned the Government 
that if that resolution were carried, the Upper House would possess all the 
weight and responsibility." (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman is now a member 
of the Government, and he deliberately goes to work, in his own words, to 
"degrade the Lower House." And, Mr. Speaker, there is another member of this 
precious combination Government who has altered his tune since his accession to 
Of Fices I refer to the Commissioner of Crown Lands. (Mrs Cauchon.) ~On the 
3lst May, 1853, I moved in this House that: "Two elective houses are utterly 
incompatible with British Responsible government, and that the great power 
entrusted under that system to the Ministry of the day, could not be safely 
continued under the relaxed restraint which two elective chambers would entail." 
The commissioner of Crown Lands supported this resolution in a most able speech 
and recorded his name on the journal in favor of it, and yet here he is today 
without palliation or even explanation, proposing for our adoption the very 
thing he then vehemently denounced. (Hear, hear.) And this is not all--he went 
further. I moved again and Mr. Cauchon voted that "two elective Legislative 
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Houses are utterly incompatible with British Responsible Government; that the 
great power committed under that system to the Ministry of the day could not be 
safely continued with two elective houses and would render necessary the imposi- 
tion of checks on the power of the Executive known to other constitutional 
systems but totally inconsistent with British party government." 124 








Cheers from the opposition. 125 


[MR. BROWN continued: ] What are these restraints here referred to? Why a 
written constitution--a governor bound down by Legislative fetters--and 
Ministers individually responsible to the letter of the law. Is Her Majesty's 
Commissioner of Crown Lands now ready to impose there (sic) restraints? And 
what is the position of the Hon. Attorney General west on this question. Rees 
very true, Sir, that my hon. friend was not present when the vote was taken in 
May, 1853, but he was present in October, 1852, when I made a speech against the 
measure, pointing out the consequences to which it would inevitably lead, and 
the hon. gentleman must recollect that he crossed the house on the occasion, and 
warmly congratulated me on my speech, and said it expressed just the views which 
he had himself always....12 


DR. AL. GENS J2AS MACDONALD:--I recollect nothing at all about it, but I 
have no doubt it was just so.l27 


Hear, hear from the opposition. 128 


MR. BROWN then proceeded to caution members of the Reform party, who had 
always been in favour of Responsible Government, against supporting a measure, 
the effects of which had been so clearly pointed out by the hon. gentleman who 
now introduced it, as leading to the destruction of Responsible Government, and 
the adoption of the American constitution. He would put it to hon. gentlemen 
professing to be attached to the Reform party, whether, if they had heard, while 
in Upper Canada among their constituents, that the Bill was to keep in all the 
old Councillors during their lives, they would have ventured to defend it before 
the electors? He would ask hon. gentlemen from Upper Canada also whether they 
WEenhewCOntent §LoO)accepe (the) practical, denial of the principle that one mam in 
Upper Canada was as good as a man in Lower Canada, and that representation 
should be based on population. (Hear, hear.) Was not that a principle to which 
almost every member from Upper Canada was committed? With the knowledge that 
the population of Upper Canada exceeded that of Lower Canada by 150,000, or 
ZOO)", O00Fand in Lage of the Eact that Upper Canada paid three fourths of the 
national taxes, were they prepared to build up a new branch of the Legislature, 
the constitution of which they would not be able to change for at least ten or 
twelve years, and provide in it that U. Canada should occupy an inferior posi- 
tion to the sister province? No argument founded on the Act of Union could 
apply in this case, for they were now untrammelled by that Act, erecting a new 
Chamber according to their own wishes and the requirements of justice. (Hear, 
hear.) He hoped that when the question came up, the members from Upper Canada 
would speak out in the way the country expected of them. He appealed to them 
whether they would accept the Bill at all, unless an alteration was made in that 
particular; whether they would not rather throw out the Bill, than allow such a 
mark of inferiority to be put on the people of Upper Canada? Whether they would 
not let things remain as they were until a new constitution could be obtained on 
just and righteous principles, and not on a principle so degrading and injurious 
to themselves and constituents. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Brown then proceeded to 
DOE EEOut he Erle Orethe assertion of sthe hon. Provincial Secretary ona 
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former occasion, although he would probably like hon. members to be oblivious to 
it now--that without the power of dissolution, taken away by this Bill, it was 
impossible for Responsible Government to be carried on. He entreated hon. 
members in favour of Responsible Government to pause before accepting this 
measure. He was aware that a good deal might be said in favour of the American 
system, but let the issue be placed on that ground, let the merits of the 
British and American systems be distinctly taken up and argued, not have them 
led on piece by piece to a consummation [of] which the majority of the house 
totally disapproved. He confessed that a strong argument against our system of 
Responsible Government, had been placed in the hands of its enemies in the very 
fact that an Administration under it dare bring forward such a Bill as this--a 
Bill to which they were perfectly opposed, as to which they declare their hearts 
are not with their tongues and their votes. (Hear, hear.) He did think the 
present Administration, by such conduct, had done all they could to damage 
Responsible Government and given a more powerful argument to those who favoured 
the American system than they ever had before. It must have been the desire of 
retaining office and nothing else that induced them to bring in this measure. 
After the words he had read, in which the hon. premier so plainly depicted its 
disastrous effects, no one could for a moment believe that in now urging forward 
the Pt ae the Government were actuated by any higher consideration. (Hear, 
hear.) 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD complained of the acrimony which he said had 
been manifested by Mr. Brown, and believed there was a difference between lib- 
erty and licentiousness which that gentleman had not found out. 130 [He] had a 
great respect for liberty of discussion--for freedom of speech; but in this 
house liberties of speech were indulged in which could hardly be said to add to 
its dignity.!3! Here he cited the words of Madame Roland on the scaffold. "Oh 
liberty, what crimes are committed in thy name!" and he went on to say that when 
he first came into Parliament the practice which now prevailed of attacking 
ministers on all occasions was not known, but members in general confined them- 
selves to considering the merits of the questions under discussion.!32 It did 
seem to him that, with the exception of the hon. member for Haldimand, of all 
the members in this house, the hon. member for Lambton most abused his honorable 
colleagues in the name of liberty. Frequently strong language was used in 
ingland, in Parliament, sand out Ofer, “but we didi novshedar  otesieh personal: 
attacks as were here so prominent. But not only were personal attacks much too 
common, but [it] was a painfully common practice to virulently attack every 
measure as it came up. When there was just cause attack was undoubtedly proper; 
but to attack every measure without regard to its merits was only as absurd as 
it was improper. Every measure should be judged upon its merits. But here it 
was the practice to enquire only who introduced this or that measure, to attri- 
bute motives to its author, and to vote for or against it as the author is a 
political associate or the reverse. But those who really loved their country 
would discuss measures on their own merits alone, and without the slightest 
aLiisdon to park Lessinrroducineathen. | Lnasewas not ehemoceastonmro atracik 
personally, nor one on which hon. members should allow themselves to be drawn 
away by the insinuations of those who, while professing to be the friends of 
elective institutions, were the opponents of this bill. The honble. member for 
Lambton had attempted to delude the unwary. He hoped they would not be drawn 
away by his representations, but hear it fully discussed. The honorable member 
for Lambton, looking contemptuously upon his ordinary supporters, said with a 
duaint’alt of “superior discernment: “Although the detadiievofuthis brll inay 
appear to be very good, you are slow of comprehension, and must listen to 
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everything I now say." Looking down from his eminent position as a leader of 
the opposition, he falls foul of the hon. member for Montmorenci, and then 
exclaims to his followers--"Don't make up your minds, I have made up my mind and 
that's enough." Every measure for an elective Legislative Council would be 
wrong, in the hon. gentleman's opinion. He did not object to that, but only to 
his lecturing them. Hon. members said they were anxious to carry out their own 
views; but if they were really disposed to do so, if the details of this bill 
were so very bad, why did they not come to the help of the administration? The 
hon. member for Lambton was only disgusted with the bill because he found the 
ground slipping under his feet. In his rage and disappointment he was attacking 
everybody. He had attacked some of his hon. friends who were, however, able 
enough to defend themselves; and he attacked those also of his own side of the 
house, who were too slow and sluggish of apprehension to be able to discern as 
he did the many faults of the bill.!33 He found no fault with Mr. Brown having 
his own opinion on this subject, but he should let everybody else do the same 
thing, and if that gentleman really entertained the opinion that the bill was 
purposely made bad in order to prevent its proper passing, the member for 
Lambton would give the ministry his assistance.!34 


A Voice.--Very honest that would be. 135 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD.--But the honorable members diverted attention 
from the bill rather than discuss it./36 


MR. WILSON.--Why do you not discuss it?!3/ 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD was replying to the attacks of this honorable 
member of Lambton.!38 Probably the acute representative of London, with that 
sarcastic manner which was peculiar to him, and which had so telling an effect, 
will also oppose the measure. To that even he had no objection!39, In reply to 
the member for Lambton, who stated that according to the Premier himself, the 
effect of the measure would be to do away with responsible Government, and 
assimilate oun constitution to that of the Americans. Mee Me “Statedsithat etme 
whole details of this measure had been most carefully weighed, that it might be 
of such a character as would enable them to introduce the elective principle 
into the Upper House, without destroying that principle of Responsibility which 
is the great advantage possessed by the people of Canada over those of the 
United States. Every one of those details which had been objected to by the 
hon. member for Lambton had been introduced, with the express view of introduc- 
ing the Elective principle and at the same time preserving Responsible Govern- 
ment.-49 The hon. member for Haldimand saw an entire abandonment of the 
elective principle. teiwas nothing of the kind... Jt. was merely a gnadual 
instead of a violent introduction of the elective system. After the most care- 
ful division of the Province into electoral districts, it was found that 48 
members were better than 60. Hon. gentlemen had called the bill an experiment, 
and it certainly was so.t4l The hon. member [Mr. Brown] spoke of the Upper 
House as if they would be a set of obstructives, holding office for eighty 
years. His (Mr. M.'s) fears on the other hand, was (sic) that the Upper House 
would be the more immediate reflection of public opinion--that it would be the 
popular body, instead of this House. Six members from Upper and six from Lower 
Canada, would be elected every two years, and as the last election might always 
be considered the last reflex of public opinion, the Upper House would thus be 
brought more frequently than the Lower House in direct contact with popular 
opinion.!42 It was to be borne in mind that if a second chamber was wanted at 
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all, it was not merely to record the measures of the Legislative Assembly. If 
they were to have anything in the way of a second or Upper House, they must have 
one with a mind of its own. The Legislative Assembly and the Legislative 
Council were a check upon each other. it swase fone thempiuir pose sotseha vamicgra 
check--a check not certainly to be used every day--that the bill had been 
framed, and that the people were in favor of a second chamber. Supposing such a 
question as the Clergy Reserves was under consideration, and if so, stocks would 
not fall a farthing, but people would have an opportunity of thinking. By the 
bill large sections of country would send representatives to the Legislative 
Gouncil, “and ae was thiswpart of then ball thate was pareuculaniyanobnoxlousPEEo 
honorable members opposite.--In the smaller number returned to the Upper House, 
a significant hint asi/*to the “current of public opinion would) bem@given tothe 
Lower House. If the country approved of the conduct of the upper house, the 
lower house would be constrained to govern itself accordingly. There would be a 
kind of compulsory harmony between the co-branches of the Legislature as far as 
the recognition of public opinion was concerned on important questions. The 
danger indeed, was in the eyes of honorable gentlemen opposite that the upper 
house would become the popular body, and hence the fears and the enmity of the 
gentlemen opposite. The object of dividing the elective periods was to prevent 
a race for popularity between the members of the lower house and the members of 
the upper house.!43 The members of this House would be elected chiefly as 
representing the tax-payers of their respective counties, to be representatives 
of local interests, and for local reasons. For the Upper House the members 
would be elected for larger districts, for their general standing in the coun- 
try, and for their generally known politics. Thus in the Lower House the local, 
particular, and material interests of the people would be chiefly represented, 
while the public feeling on the general policy of the country, would be repre- 
sented in the other House.!44 In legislative capacity there was no essential 
difference between the upper and lower houses. Either could introduce measures 
and either could obstruct the legislation of the other. The difference was that 
to this house belonged the keys of the public purse.!45 The great check they 
had on the Upper House ever becoming the popular branch of the Legislature, was, 
that the keeping of the public purse was reserved to the Lower House, with the 
sole right to originate any money grants, and as long as it had this power, it 
must necessarily be the ruling and governing body of Canada.!46 But honorable 
gentlemen said that the bill took away the power of being dissolutionable, and 
that eight years election was objectionable.--He had already disposed of the 
eight years matter. There were good and substantial reasons for not introducing 
the power of dissolution. Supposing with a Governor who was fully resolved upon 
suffering responsible government to be fairly carried out, who, almost to any 
extent, was acted upon by his ministers, a disagreement should happen between 
the Houses, dissolution would be arbitrarily resorted to by the advice of the 
leaders of the Lower House, and so the Upper House would be made a mere echo of 
the Lower House, a mere record chamber. Again, suppose we had a governor like 
Lord Sydenham or Lord Metcalf--although he thought the latter was right in the 
stand he made--and he got control either by blandishments or by assumption, away 
would go the power of tqe (sic) House. Such a Governor could play off one House 
against another. It was to prevent the Upper House from being a mere register 
of the Lower House that dissolution was dispensed with. The hon. member for 
Lambton, however, tried to ride another hobby. He always respected that member, 
although he attributed to him the changing of opinion for the sake of office. 
The hon. gentleman was a member of the fourth estate, and a member of all the 
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estates, and in spite of his utmost exertions every plank has been shivered 
under him, and he had taken up representation by population.!4/ That principle 
did not apply in the present case at all. In the neighbouring Republic where 
the two Houses of Congress occupied the same relative position as our Legisla- 
tive Council and Legislative Assembly, the Senate was composed of represent-— 
atives of different sections of the country, with no reference to population. 
New York State, with three millions of people electing two Senators, and Rhode 
Island with a population about as large as that of Montreal, sending just as 
many.!48 The ministry had selected large sections of country precisely with the 
same object, that of fairly representing every district in Canada. It was the 
first time the hon. member for Lambton had taken to details to oppose a measure, 
and he only did so because he was opposed to a bill, the principle of which he 
knew to be popular.!49 [He] attacked its details more than its principle, which 
he (Mr. M.) did not consider a straightforward course, 150 


MR. GALT thought recriminations should be avoided. But the course pursued 
by public men was a fair subject of discussion. It was necessary that such a 
course should be pursued in order that their faults might be avoided and their 
virtues followed. He did think that they ought to be permitted to look into and 
understand the Bill. No sooner did they get to understand one measure than 
another was brought down. He was glad that this discussion had taken place, as 
it had elicited explanations from the Hon. Attorney General West. That hon. 
gentleman had omitted to state, while explaining the admirable working of the 
bill, that the influence of the elected members would be neutralized by the 
presence of a nearly equal number of dummmies (sic). He was opposed to the 
length of time for which members were to be elected. It was exceedingly desir- 
able that gentlemen should frequently be called to render an account to their 
constituents. He (Mr. Galt) was at a loss to understand how a responsible 
government could be carried on with two elective branches without the power of 
dissolution. The fact [was] this was only the last of a series of Bills which 
had been changed after they were first brought down,--notably the Seigniorial 
Tenure. The comparison made between this country and the United States was not 
a fair one, because no account was taken in it!5l that the Senate represented 
the respective States, of which the Federation was composed, no analogy to which 
existed in Canada, and that here no good reason could be urged why representa- 
tion should mot. be strictly according to population.+> He believed that the 
question of representation by population must eventually be the basis of the 
electoral law, and far from fearing a dissolution of the Union as threatened by 
the member for Renfrew as the consequence of such a measure, he believed it 
would cement the Union. He agreed with some hon. members who had preceded him 
in deprecating acrimony in the House; but members had lately seen accrimonious 
(sic) feeling vented through the press, which it would perhaps have been well to 
have allowed to come out more openly in the House, (alluding to an attack in the 
Leader on Mr. Cameron.)!93 


MR. CAMERON here rose to speak, but had scarcely got on his legs when--154 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD rushed across the House, and having whispered a 
couple of words, both gentlemen hastily left the Chamber.15° 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON said, that although this was a most important 
question he expected there would be no extraordinary discussion on it and that 
the measure would not be prejudiced until it would come before honorable members 
--but some gentlemen at the other side always did so for the purpose of attack- 
ing the government. It would be impossible to please all hon. members; the hon. 
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member for Renfrew thought the time too short, other gentlemen consider it too 
long. Mr. Brown wanted none--and he believed that gentleman stood alone. The 
very gentlemen who would vote for this measure would not vote for the other and 
vice versa, but those hon. gentlemen would just vote against one as well as the 
other. The hon. member for Haldimand thought the number of members was too 
small, but if the number was doubled it would be the same, he would also object. 
The Bill would be in every hon. gentleman's hands by Monday, and he would move 
the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday. 


MR. HOLTON asked if it would be proceeded with on Tuesday?157 
MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--Yes.!58 


MR. GALT considered Tuesday too early, and complained of the want of notice 
from honorable members at the other side of Government measures.159 


MR. HINCKS was glad to agree with the hon. member for Sherbrooke, and hoped 
that some system would be adopted in proceeding with the business of the 
House, 160 


MR. A. DORION, of Montreal, also said it would be well to have early notice 
of Government measures. Tuesday he considered would be too early a day to 
discuss the important measures now before the House,--he would say Friday.16l 


It was accordingly agreed on both sides of the House that the bill be read a 
second time on Friday next.162 


(701) 
Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cauchon have leave to bring in a Btll to 
amend the Imperial Act re-untting the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next.163 








The Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, one of Her Majesty's Executtve Counctl, 
presented, by Command of His Excellency the Governor General, the following 
rapes, == 

Copy of a Report of a Committee of the Honorable the Executtve Council on 
Matters of State, dated 16th March, 1855, approved by Hits Excellency the Gover- 
nor General in Counetl, on the same day:-- 

The Committee have had under constderatton a memorandum from the Honorable 
the late Inspector General, Mr. Hineks, having reference to the proposed 
transfer to the Provinetal Government of Canada, of the Ordnance Canals. 

Mr. Hineks states that, while in London, in the Spring of 1854, he had the 
honor of having an interview with His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, then Secre- 
tary of State for the Colontes, in the course of which His Grace intimated the 
probability, that the greater portton of the Troops, then serving in Canada, 
would be requtred for foreign service, and alluded to the tmportance of trans- 
ferring to the Provincial Government the charge of the Barracks and other build- 
ings, the Rideau Canal, and Ordnance Lands, That he understood, both from the 
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Duke of Newcastle and Sir Charles Trevelyan, with whom he also had an interview 
on the subject, that with the exception of certain reservations at Quebec and 
Kingston, and possibly at Montreal, the whole Lands and Property of the Ordnance 
would be transferred to the Province, subject to the payment of annuities to the 
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Penstoners, which had been promtsed to them as compensation for leaving their 
locattons. That the Penstoners at Penetanguishene and Amherstburg were not to 
be disturbed, but those at Niagara, London, and Toronto, were to be compelled to 
Leave. That Sir C. Trevelyan stated that, tf an arrangement could be made for 
the payment of these annuittes, the Lands would be transferred, subject only to 
thetr payment; that he, Mr. Hineks, could give no positive assurance that the 
Provinee would accept the proposal; that he arranged wtth the Cashier of the 
Bank of Upper Canada, to pay the annuities quarterly to the Penstoners, on the 
assurance that when the transaction was completed, he would be repatd by the 
parties to whom the Lands were transferred, and in case no agreement was made, 
he Mr. Hineks, was assured by Str C. Trevelyan, that the Impertal Government 
would refund the advance. That he also understood that all the Lands, whether 
reserves or purchases, were to be included in the proposed transfer. 

In furtherance of the arrangement so entered into by Mr. Hineks wtth the 
Bank of Upper Canada, the Committee, in their approved Report of the 22nd 
January last, recommended that the Bank be instructed to advance the amount 
required for the payment of such annutttes quarterly; and that such advances, 
together with the sums already paid by them on that account, should be submitted 
to Parliament in the Estimates of the present year. 

The Committee respectfully submit for the favorable consideration of Your 
Excellency, that the subject of the above memorandum should, wtthout further 
delay, be brought under the notice of the Imperial Authorities, with a view to 
the completion of a transfer of the whole of the Ordnance Lands, as well pur- 
chases as reserves, including the Rideau Canal, to the Provinetal Government, 
with the exceptton of such portions as it may be expedient to retain at the 
Cittes of Quebec, Kingston, and, if necessary, at Montreal, on the basis of the 
arrangement proposed to Mr. Htncks. 

( Certified. ) him. H. Lee, C.B.C. 





Sur motion de MR. A. DORION!64, 
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Ordered, That the said Paper be printed for the use of the Members of this 
House. 


Ordered, That Mr. Cooke, have leave to bring in a Bill to incorporate the 
Aylmer Academy. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Lyon, seconded by Mr. Galt, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before 
this House, a List of all Crown and Clergy Lands which have been sold within the 
Electoral County of Russell, since the fifth day of September last to the 
present time, with the date of each sale, and the names of the parttes to whom 
sold, and the amount of each sale; and also, a Statement or List of the Crown 
and Clergy Lands yet unsold in the said Electoral County. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Councitl..of this Province, 





Ordered, That Mr. Roderick McDonald have leave to bring in a Bill to remove 
doubts as to the true applicatton of the Act to provide for the recovery of 
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certain rates and taxes tntended to be tmposed by certain By-Laws of the late 
Distriet Councils or County Councils in Upper Canada. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Amendments made by the Legislative Council to the Bill, 
tntttuled, "An Act to amend the Act incorporating the Brockville and Ottawa 
Ratlway Company," be taken tnto constderation on Monday next. 


The Order of the House of yesterday, for the attendance of Edmund Murney, 
Hequtire, tn hte place in this House thts day; being read;-=-And Mr. Murney 
attending in his place; 

Ordered, That the 84th Sectton of "The Electton Petitions Act of 1851" be 
now read:--And the same being read; 

Ordered, That Edmund Murney, Esquire, being one of the Members of the Select 
Committee appointed to try and determine the matter of the Petitions complaining 
of an undue Electton and Return for the County of Megantic, and not having been 
present wtthin one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the Commit- 
tee yesterday, be taken into the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms attending thts 
House, for such neglect of duty. 

The Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House, informed the House, That he had 
taken Edmund Murney, Esquire, into his custody. 

Whereupon Mr. Holton acquainted the House, that he was destred by Mr. Murney 
to state, That hts absence from the Committee on the Megantic Election Pettttons 
was not through any intenttonal neglect on hts part, but having mistaken the 
hour of meeting to be Eleven instead of Ten o'clock; and the same having been 
vertfted upon Oath by Mr. Murney; 

Ordered, That Edmund Murney, Esquire, be dtscharged out of custody. 





A Bill to extend the time for completing the Louth Harbour, was, according 
to Order, read the third time. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Merritt do carry the Bill to the Legislative 
Counetl, and destre their coneurrence. 





The House, according to Order, resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill 
to make certain regulations relative to Jurors for the Counttes of Wentworth and 
Halton, for the year 1855; and after some time spent theretn, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the Chair; and Mr. Egan reported, That the Committee had gone through 
the Bill, and made an amendment thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 

Mr. Egan reported the Btll accordingly; and the amendment was read, and 
agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Bill be read the third time on Monday next. 








Then, on motton of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Holton, 
The House adjourned until Monday next. 


APPENDIX: 16 MARCH 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS RE: STATEMENTS CONCERNING TURNPIKE 
ROADS IN MONTREAL. ] 


MR. PAPIN [donne avis que] jeudi prochain [il] proposera qu'une adresse soit 
votée a son excellence le gouverneur général, le priant de vouloir bien faire 
mettre devant cette chambre un état des revenus et des frais d'administration 
des chemins a barriéres de Montréal, pendant les années 1853 et 1854,165 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: JUDICATURE ACT OF LOWER CANADA. ] 


MR. PAPIN [donne avis que] mardi prochain [il] demandera au ministére si 
c'est son intention de présenter durant cette session, une mesure générale sur 
la judicature du Bas-Canada.!66 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: ELECTION LAWS. ] 


MR. PAPIN [donne avis que] mercredi prochain [il] demandera au ministére si 
c'est son intention d'amender les lois d'élection.!6/ 


[NOTICE OF QUESTION RE: SALARIES OF GOVERNMENT OFFICERS. ] 


MR. PAPIN [donne avis que] vendredi prochain [il] demandera au ministére 
oat aueintenthon sd accorder un salaire extra ou une indemnité a certains 
officiers du gouvernement pour le temps qu'ils ont donné au gouvernement durant 
les différentes élections qui ont eu lieu depuis le mois de juin dernier.168 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: QUEBEC POST OFFICE AND CUSTOM HOUSE. ] 


MR. ALLEYN [made an] enquiry of Ministry, as to when it is intended to 
commence the erection of a new Custom House and Post office at Quebec?!69 


It was replied that the subject was under consideration. !/9 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: FERRY BETWEEN QUEBEC AND POINT LEVI. ] 


MR. ALLEYN enquired of the Ministry, whether regulations will be passed by 
the governor in Council pursuant to the provisions of the 16th Victoria, cap. 
212, for the government of the Ferry between Quebec and Point Levi, in time for 
the opening of the navigation this spring?!/1 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said that the matter was under consideration.!/2 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: TUG-BOATS ON THE ST. LAWRENCE. ] 


MR. HOLTON enquired of the Ministry, whether the contract with T. Maxwell 
and Company for the Tug Service between Montreal and Kingston has been con- 
cluded, and, if so, whether it is the intention of the Government to make other 
ar{rlangements for the effective performance of that service during the ensuing 
season?!73 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX said the contract had been cancelled, andl/4 
that the necessary steps had been taken to have a new arrangement for the next 
season.1/5 


MR. BROWN.--What is the proposed new arrangement?! /6 
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MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX.--We wish to receive proposals, with the view of 
entering into new arrangements, and have given notice to that effect in the 
newspapers.!// 


MR. BROWN.--Perhaps the hon. gentleman will not object to bring the scheme 
before the House in the shape of resolutions, before any new contract is entered 
Dnt Or It is an important matter, and the House should know the arrangement 
before it is concluded.!/8 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX said that the arrangement would be submitted to 
the House.!/9 


[POSTPONED MOTION RE: MILITIA BILL. ] 


ay PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB then moved the second reading of the Militia 
Bilao 


MR. BROWN ... hoped the Premier would not press the second reading of so 
important a Bill at so late a hour of the evening (between nine and ten 
o'clock.) Better appoint “some day when it could be taken, up “atWwanveardy ‘wor 
and fully discus[s]ed.181 It was an important one requiring careful considera- 
tion, and the French copies of the bill had only been distributed that 
morning. 182 


MR. HOLTON pense que la discussion devra é6tre longue sur un bill qui 
contient des principes aussi importants, et comme les membres n'ont pas encore 
eu le tems de se préparer pour cette discussion,--le bill n'ayant été distribué 


que depuis un jour ou deux,--il demande de remettre la seconde lecture du bill a 
un jour ultérieur.!83 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB dit qu'il n'y a aucun principe dans cette ques- 
tion, .€t qu'on peut fort bien procéder a2 la séconde Pecture; te sapport au 
comité est tout ce que le gouvernement peut mettre devant la chambre.!84 The 
discussion of the details would be taken in Committee of the whole.!85 


[MR.. HOLTON? |] Dvailveurs, Worsque le bili. fut introduit, il avait ete 
entendu que le gouvernement mettrait devant la chambre toute la correspondance 
et tous les documents relatifs a cette mesure avant la seconde lecture, et il 
n'en a°-encorée riven wu, “car 11) “est certain qu'il ya plus de “documents entre. les 
mains du gouvernement que ceux qui ont été soumis.186 [He] asked the gallant 
Premier whether he would not lay before the House the despatches which had been 
received from the Imperial Government on the subject of the Militia or the 
defences of the Province.!8’ Mais si Sir Allan est prét a dire que cest la 
tout ce qu'il y a, il faut encore que ce soit imprimé pour que les membres en 
prennent connaissance, et cette maison serait suffisante ay edlie seule pour 
remettre la seconde lecture du bill.!88 


[MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB:] 11 s'était engagé A mettre tout ce qu'il 
pourrait, et il ne peut soumettre aucunes dépéches que celles qui sont sur la 
table. Mais si ses amis désirent que la seconde lecture du bill soit remise, il 
le fera volontiers.!89 


MR. A. DORION (de Montréal) a vu il y a quelques jours un journal qui disait 
qu'il n'y. avait aucun,.principe dans le gotivernement actuel, .4.part..ce, qu'il en 
faut pour la régie des bureaux, et l'hon. premier vient de confirmer en propres 
termes ce qui (sic) disait ce journal en disant quail ny a aucun (prine: pe: cans 
te bide de milaece: Pour lui“. D) il “pense ‘quil y a un ¢rand “principe dans 
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cette mesure: c'est de savoir si la colonie paiera de ses propres fonds une 
milice destinée a la maintenir contre les agressions qui peuvent venir de 
l'étranger. Mais il n'est pas prét a entrer dans la discussion du bill ce soir, 
car il n'y a que quelques heures que les membres ont ce bill entre les Mains, et 
il désire que la considération en soit remise a un autre jour.--L'hon. premier a 
dit que si ses amis le désiraient, il consentirait a remettre la seconde lecture 
de son bill a un autre jour. Cette conduite semble étrange 4 M. Dorion, car 
cela fait voir qu'il n'y a qu'un seul cété de la chambre dont le gouvernement 
prenne l'avis--les membres du cété de l'opposition ne COMPUCTIENNpac a! me EENee lame site 
indifférent qu'ils soient préparés ou non a discuter les mesures du gouverne- 
ment; pourvu que ses amis le soient ou qu'ils ne Sy: Opposent pas, c'est touteice 
quiil faut; “A propos, il lui semble que le gouvernement devrait donner quelques 
jours d'avis, lorsqu'il se propose d'amener un bill en discussion. Aujourd'hui, 
il choisit celui qui lui plait sur une liste de huit ou dix, et sans donner a 
personne le tems de se préparer, il faut le discuter bon gré, mal gré; c'est 
grace a une telle conduite qu'il réussit A emporter toutes ses mesures, parce 
que personne ne s'y attend. 

Lorsque l'opposition a demandé quelles mesures le gouvernement se proposait 
d'amener tel jour, les ministéres se sont levés et ont ri de cette demande en 
disant qu'ils choisiraient la mesure qui leur plairait. Il soumet au bon sens 
des membres si une telle conduite est justifiable de la part du gouvernement.!90 


MR. HINCKS parle dans le méme sens et dit que les ministres devraient donner 
a la chambre quelques jours d'avis sur les mesures qu'ils désirent prendre en 
considération; la chose ne se fait que depuis quelques tems, et c'est un abus 
qui ne s'est introduit dans le gouvernement que depuis qu'il n'en fait plus 
partie.191 


MR. POULIOT said the Bill had not yet been printed in French, and he hoped 
the second reading would be delayed.192 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB, at the request of his French Canadian supporters 
then consented to postpone the Bil1!93 for a few days if it were the general 
desire. 194 


MR. GALT hoped that when this measure again came up, the Premier would be 
prepared to state the views both of the Imperial and Provincial Governments on 
the general subject of the defences of the country and the future relations it 
was to bear to the Imperial Government in regard to that very important sub- 
ject .195 [He] hoped ... [he] would afford them a satisfactory explanation of 
the general principle upon which the measure was based, showing what necessity 
existed for the proposed reorganization of the force, and what effect it was 
intended to have on the relations between this country and the United States.196 
That statement might greatly alter his views of the measure. At present he 
might consider that it involved merely a wasteful expenditure of the public 
money, but if told that henceforth the Province would have to undertake its own 
defence, it might then become his duty to consider whether this measure was 
sufficient, or whether one on at (sic) larger scale might not be called for.197 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said other members know as well as he the posi- 
tion of affairs in Europe, and the necessity which existed for the withdrawal by 
the mother country of as many troops as possible from all the colonies for 
employment elsewhere. With regard to the intentions of the Imperial Government, 
Ministers were not in a position to give any satisfactory or accurate explana- 
tion regarding them. He believed they intended to garrison Quebec and Kingston, 
and perhaps Montreal, and withdraw all the troops not needed for these purposes. 
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It would be expected from all the Provinces that they should put themselves ina 
condition to assist in defending their territory if invaded, and to maintain 
order within their own territory. The system proposed by the bill regarding 
Volunteers, was similar to that existing in that of several of the adjoining 
States, and [d]ecided on by the Commissioners after a careful examination of 
those systems as well as those that are in force in Great Britain. There was 
not the slightest intention to create a standing Provincial army in the country, 
as there was no need of it, so long as the garrisons referred to were kept up by 
the Imperial Government. In exchange for these measures for the defence of the 
Province, the Imperial Government were prepared to transfer to the Province the 
valuable ordnance lands now held by it here. 198 


MR. GALT thought the hon. and gallant premier had lost sight of the great 
object of this question, viz, the relations between the Mother Country and 
Province, which would necessarily be in some measure affected by our taking on 
ourselves the burthen of self-defence.!99 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD thought the explanation unsatisfactory. He could not 
imagine this measure would have been proposed by ministers without communication 
with the Imperial Government. Yet all they had before them was a minute of 
council of a conversation between the late premier and Siv | Trevelyan. /Was mt 
possible that government was purposely keeping back information on this point.-—- 
The burthen sought to be imposed was a very heavy one--much greater than the 
estimate given in the report. He as well as other members had had communica- 
tions from experienced officers warning them of this. For his own part he had 
very great doubts if, in case of war, we should take it on ourselves to attempt 
to defend our extended frontiers.299 


MR. AT. GEN: JA. MACDONALD 2.5 [said] a few words .. expressive or has 
surprise and impatience at the conduct of the hon. gentleman who had last 
spoken29l , 


MR. FOLEY [spoke]292. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB retire sa motion, et la seconde lecture du bill 
est fixée a mardi prochain.293 


FOOTNOTES: 16 MARCH 1855. 
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CLOSE, Zo Mareh 355K 
LiePAY S aecce larch 1855. 
TUBE ID) 
LBIDs 
GROBE, 26) Marche L8a5. 
Ee VAVSeecZatiarch 855. 
TBID: 
CLOBE, 26 Mareh 1855. 
REeRAYS Ee 2 2ellianeh 855i. 
Vin eP AVS Zeatlareh= WSs. lt Ls) not clear who spoke at ‘thas; point ‘as 
TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855 reports: "Sir A. MacNab, (alluding 
to the reduced qualification said) 'Money is scarce.'" GLOBE, 26 March 
1855, however, reports: "Attorney General Macdonald.--Money is--". 
CHOBE, 26 Mareh: W855. 
ia PAVOree2 Ze tlanccheel oom). 
GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 
Serapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 
GVOBE.Y 26 March sobre 
Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 
GLOBE, 26 Mareh 1855: 
TORONTO DALEY LEADER. 923) Mareh 1855. 
TPBIED: 
GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 
TORONTOMDATIY SLEADHR 2S Mareh 855). 
GLOBE. e2omlaneh Soo. 
GLOBE, 26 March 1855. TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855, places the 
speech of Mr. A. Dorion before that of Mr. Hincks, which differs from the 
order in GLOBE, 26 March 1855,° and LE PAYS, 22 March 1855. 
WEePAYSe 22— Manel S55". 
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CLOBE., 26) March, e55- 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

TORONTO DATLY SLEADER som Marechal Ooo. 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

GEOBE. 2O) March eS 5. 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

GLOBE, 26 Marsch esd: 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855. 

GUOBE. 2 omMasch el S55r 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

BEDS 

ILD 

ISIE 

iC BALE 

eeHDIDIE 

JESSIE IB). 

TEBE DY. 

LBEDE 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. The ellipsis represents illegible words. 
Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

RBEDE 

IBID. 

Scrapbook Hansard (6 Mareh 1855). 

GLOBE, 26 Maren Neos. 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

GLOBE, 26" Marche le 55). 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

EBD: 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 Marchmloob. 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

BEDE 

GUOBE. Zoe Marche 55) 

TMS ADs 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 

LBEDs 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. According to HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855, 
MORNING CHRONICLE, 20 March 1855, and Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855), 
the members who went to Mr. Spence's county to oppose him were: 
Me. Brown, sirj Preeman.a Drews kop, sand) Mict a olen: This information 
differs from GLOBE, 26 March 1855 and TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855 
which report Mr. Christie's name in place of Mr. Freeman's name. 
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GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

PBED. 

BEDS 

PBI 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 
CHOBE, on Mareh S55. 

IES RIDE 

PBIDs 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 
GEOBE,. Zon Mareh 1855. 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 
GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 
IBID. 

BoD 

GEROBEH,.e2 Go sMareh le 5o%, 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 
GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 
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TEISSIEID) 

LBEDs 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 
GHOBE, 26 Manch 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 
IE MLIDG 

DPBLD: 

CLOBE Zo) March 8a. 

IBID. 

BED. 

EBEDE 


GLOBE, 26 March 1855. The ellipsis represents an illegible word. 
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BID. 
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Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 


TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855. 


Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 
HAMTLION SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 
SenapboulkelHansansd (hom iMarehmwloo»)). 
TBD. 

LBD. 

EBED 

LBID. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 
GROBE, 26) Maneh WSS5. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 
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GlOBEGue2 OF Manele Soi. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 26 Marnech 13855); 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

CLOBER ZO= Manche Leb, 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE. Zor Mareh Soo). 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, Zon Marche Loop: 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 20 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. According to HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 
28 March 1855, Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855), and MORNING CHRONICLE, 
20 Mareh eos. vaseline Atemceny. Wen. Macdonald. ands MunGamecnonmeke & Eamnie 
Chamber, the reporters also left. MORNING CHRONIGUE, ~20) March 1855 
reports the interruption as follows: "Upon going out to learn the cause, 
we found that a communication had been made to the Speaker that there was 
likely to be a row, and an attack upon the House, and that several gentle- 
men from each side of the House had been summoned to act as a Committee of 
safety. Returning to the House we found Mr. Cauchon making a reply to 
Mr. Brown, the hon. member was just concluding his remarks". A commentary 
in TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 23 March 1855, further explains: "A disagreeable 
rumor has prevailed, during the last few days, to the effect, that an 
attack upon the Parliament House was meditated by a section of the French 
Canadian population which sympathizes with the Kamouraska and Saguenay 
Returning Officers now lying in the Common Jail of this city." 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

TBD 

TBED. 

ILD) 

JED 

TBUD: 

BED. 

LE PAYS, 20° March 1855; reports’ that: “Gette discussion ...<-aldtré, deux 
Ou trois heures. 

LE, PAYS)= 20nMareh Soot 
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BED 

IER D 

ILSYEID 

Scrapbook Hansard (16 Marceh 1855). 

IBID, 

IBID. 

BED 

CLOSE, 926) Manche ear 

Telegraph (TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 16 March 1855). 
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GLOBE, 26 March 1855. 
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March 1855. 


March 1855. 


March 18556 


Marchesa r. 


Scrapbook Hansard (16 March 1855). 


LESPAYS. 22.March 1633. 


MONDAY, 19 MARCH 1855. 


(704) 

MR. Speaker latd before the House,--Return from the Registrar of the County 
of Prince Edward, received in pursuance of the Order of this House of the 
14th September last. 

For the satd Return, see Appendix (Z.) 


The following Petitions were severally brought up, and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Bourassa,--The Petitton of the Reverend L.E. Lusster and others, of 
the Parish of St. Valentin, County of St. John's, Censttatres. 

By Mr. Charles Daoust,--The Petition of the Reverend A. Toupin and others, 
of the Parishes of St. Hermas and Ste. Placide, in the District of Montreal. 

By Mr. Thomas Fortter,--The Petition of the Reverend L.T. Fortier and 
others, of the Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet; the Petition Of the 
Reverend John Harper, Curé, and others, of the Parish of St. Grégoire, County of 
Nicolet; and the Petttiton of the Reverend L.T. Fortter and others, School Com- 
mtsstoners of the Municipality of the Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet. 

By the Honorable Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of Messteurs Masson, Thibaudeau 
and Company, and others, Merchants, of the City of Quebec; the Petition of the 
Reverend P: Huot, \Curé; and others, of the Parteh of Ste. Foye, County oF 
Quebec; and the Petition of E.B. Lindsay, Esqutre, President, and others, School 
Commisstoners of the Parish of Ste. Foye. 

By the Honorable Mr. Hineks,--The Petitton of John Hay, Esqutre, and others, 
Electors of the County of Argenteutl. frie, ta 

By Mr. Jean Bapttste Eric Dorton,--The Petition of J.T. Hébert and others, 
of the Township of Arthabaska. jae 

By Mr. Gamble,--The Petttton of Peter Oster and Eltzabeth Oster, of the 
Townshtp of Vaughan. 

By Mr. Dionne,--The Petitton of Remt Beaubten and others, of Kakouna and 
other Parishes, in the County of Rtmouskt. 

By Mr. Church,--The Petttton of the Municipality of Kitley; the Petition of 
the Muntetpality of Oxford, in the County of Grenville; the Petition of the 
Muntetpaltty of the Rear of Yonge and Escott; and the Petition of the Muntct- 
pality of Wolford. 

By Mr. Papitn,--The Petttton of Thomas Bedard, of the Partsh of L'Assomption, 
tn the District of Montreal, Notary. 

By Mr. Chapats,--The Petitton of the Municipal Council of the County of 
Kamouraska. 

By Mr. Loranger,--The Pettttion of F. Marchand and others, of the Borough and 
Parish io7 (St. Jon's. - 

By Mr. Solicitor General Ross,--The Petition of the Municipal Council Wo. 1, 
of the County of Dorchester. 

By Mr. Egan,--The Petttton of Charles Symmes and others, of the Village 
Aylmer, County of Ottawa. 



































Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 

Of H. Hudon, Notary, and others, of Malbate, in the County of Saguenay; 
praying for a Breakwater near the Wharf built by the Government at the mouth of 
the River Malbaie. 

Of the Municipality of the Township of Marmora, tin the County of Hastings; 
praying for a Charter to construct a Ratlroad from some point on the Cobourg and 
Peterborough Railway to the Marmora Iron Works. 
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(705) 

Of Vtetoria College of Cobourg; praying for aid to enlarge the said College. 

Of Simon Newcomb and others, of the Village of Vienna and vicinity; of 
William Levy and others, of the Townships of Fullarton and Hibbert; of William 
Bull and others, of the Township of Logan; of Alexander B. McMillan and others, 
of the County of Stormont; of Robert Brock and others, of the Township of 
London; of George Stanton and others; of the Grand Division of the Order of the 
Sons of Temperance of Canada West; and of Harmony Lodge, No. 1, of the Independ- 
ent Order of Good Templars of Merrickville in the County of Grenville; praying 
for the passing of a Prohibitory Liquor Law. 

Of the Reverend Z. Strots and others, of the Township of Montminy and of the 
Parish of St. Pierre, Riviére du Sud; praying aid to open a Road from the said 

















Of the Muntctpal Council of the County of Wentworth; praying for certain 
amendments to the Act 13 & 14 Vic. cap. 56, sec. 7. 

Of the Municipality of the Township of Canboro'; and of the Municipal Coun- 
etl of the United Counties of Huron and Bruce; representing that they are 
Stockholders in the Buffalo, Brantford, and Goderich Railway Company; and 
praying for an aid to complete the said Railroad. 

Of the Very Reverend Antoine Manseau, V.G., and others, of the County of 
Joltette; praying that a Registry Office may be established in the Village 


of [St. Charles de] L'Industrie, in the said County. 

Of P. Fortin and others, of the School Municipality of the Parish of 
Lapratrie, in the District of Montreal; praying aid for an Academy in the said 
Parish. 

Of the Very Reverend Antoine Manseau, V.G., and others, of the Village of 
St. Charles de L'Industrtie, County of Joliette; praying atd for a Female Educa- 
tional Establishment in the said Village. 

Of L.A. Dessaulles, Esquire, and others, of the Town and Parish of St. 
Hyacinthe; praying for certain amendments to the Act 16 Vic. cap. 236. 

Of George McGowan and others, of the Parish of St. Constant, in the County 
of Laprairte; praying for certain amendments to the Setgniortal Tenure Act. 

Of Michel Bitbaud, of Montreal; praying for aid to enable him to publish the 
continuation of his Work on the History of Canada. 

Of the Institut Canadien of St. Hyacinthe; praying for an atd. 

Of the Town Council of the Town of Cobourg; praying that the Bill to incor- 
porate a Company to construct a Railroad from Peterborough to Mud Lake, may not 
become Law. 

Of Messteurs Dyde and Major, Joint Inspector of Pot and Pearl Ashes in the 
City of Montreal; praying for the passing of an Act constituting tt a penal 
offence in any person not duly qualified and commisstoned as required by the Act 
to regulate the Inspectton of Pot and Pearl Ashes, to assume the title of 
Inspector of Pot and Pearl Ashes, or to exercise any of the functions of that 
of fice. 

Of Donald Munro and others, of the Township of Hinchtnbrooke, in the County 
of Huntingdon; praying that the Seat of Government may be permanently fixed. 

Of George Sandilands and others, of the Township of Hinchinbrooke, in the 
County of Huntingdon; praying for certain amendments to the Bill to reform the 
Municipal system of Lower Canada, and to establish County, Parish and Townshtp 
Munictpaltttes therein. 

Of the Reverend J.H. Provengal, Curé, and others of the Parish of 
St. Césaire, County of Rouville; praying aid to enable them to butld a Female 
Educational Establishment in the satd Parish. 
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Of Soeur Marte St. Maurice Borgel, Supertor, and others, Soeurs de la Pré- 
sentation de Marte, at Ste. Marte de Monnotr; praying for an Act of Incorpo- 
ration under the name of Soeurs de la Présentation de Marte. 


(706) 

Of the Montreal Telegraph Company; praying for certain amendments to their 
Act of tneorporatton. 

Of the Reverend W. Pollard and others, the Ministers and Trustees of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Congregation at Quebec; praying that the Wesleyan Methodist 
Cemetery may be exempted from the provistons of the Bill from the Legtslative 
Couneitl to prohtbit Interments in certain Burtal Grounds in the City of Quebec, 
now before the House. 

Of Patrick Daly of the City of Quebec, Trader; representing that in 1853, he 
entered into a Contract to supply the Common Goal of Quebec wtth Potatoes, 
whereby he ineurred a loss of Fifty pounds; and praying relief in the premises. 

Of Margaret Doherty of the City of Quebec, Baker; representing that in 1853, 
she entered tnto a Contract to supply the Common Goal of Quebec with Bread, 
whereby she tneurred a loss of Three hundred pounds; and praying relief in the 
premises. 

Of Jean Baptiste Etu and others, of the Parish of St. Caltxte de Kilkinny, 
County of Montcalm; and of the Reverend C.A. Loranger and others, of the Parish 
of Ste. Julienne de Rawdon, County of Montcalm; praying that the Parish of 
Ste. Julienne may be the chief place of the said County. 




















Ordered, That the Petttion of the Town Council of the Town of Cobourg, be 
referred to the Standing Committee on Railroads, Canals, and Telegraph Lines. 


Mr. Hartman, from the Standing Committee on Standing Orders, presented to 
the House the Twenty-third Report of the satd Committee; whtch was read as 
followeth: -- 

Your Committee, on the 7th of November last, reported upon the Petttton of 
John Cameron and others, for the tneorporatton of a Company to construct a 
Ratlway from Port Perry to the line of the Ontario, Simcoe, and Huron Union 
Railway, that Notice had been published in the County of York only. Since that 
time the Petittoners have published thetr Notice for upwards of two months in a 
wWhttby paper, (for the County of Ontario,) thus completing the Notice required 
by the 62nd Rule. 














Mr. Gill, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitton complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Lotbinitére, informed the House, That Joseph Charles Taché, Esqutre, a 
Member and the Chairman of the Committee, was not present within one hour after 
the time appointed for the meeting of the satd Committee on Saturday last. 








Ordered, That Mr. Huot have leave of absence for a fortnight, on account of 
tliness. 


Ordered, That Mr. Hartman have leave to bring in a Bill to tneorporate a 
Company to construct a Ratlway from Port Perry on Lake Scugog to intersect the 
Ontarto, Simeoe, and Huron Unton Ratlway, at some point between Holland Landing 
and King. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Bill to abolish the 
right of Retrait Lignager. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday nexl. 


(707) 
Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring tn a Bill to aboltsh the 
publication in Courts of Justice in Lower Canada, of Acts bearing substitutions. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Bill to repeal the Law 
Emptorem. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Bill to restrict the 
recusatton of Judges in certain cases. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Bill to modify the Laws 
with respect to the empannelling of Jurtes in Civil matters. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Bill to alter the mode 
of drawing up the Provinetal Statutes. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Bill to consolidate the 
Laws and Regulations with respect to the administration of the property of 
Fabriques in Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Bill to expedite the 
proceedings in Suits arising out of Commerctal matters. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


On motton of Mr. Rankin, seconded by Mr. Burton, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he will cause to be laid before this House, a Schedule 
containing the names of the Officers and Clerks of the vartous Public Depart- 
ments at Head Quarters, with the tittle or posttton, the nature of the duttes 
performed, the length of service, and the amount of salary enjoyed by each 
individual, the period at which that salary was fixed, and the increase, tf ‘any, 
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which has been made in any case, stnce the date of their appointments; also, the 
amount whtech any of the satd Officers or Clerks may have received for extra 
services from above date to the present time, with a column shewtng the total 
amount recetved by each individual from the Public Chest within the above dates. 


[MR. RANKIN] stated he desired this information because of inequalities 
which exist in the salaries of officers having equal responsibilities and 
equally arduous duties. In the contemplated increase of salaries this fault, if 
it existed should be remedied.! 


(707) | 
Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 


(708) 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executtve 
Counetl of thts Provtnee. 


Mr. Loranger moved, seconded by Mr. Pouliot, and the Questton being pro- 
posed, That Mr. Desaulnters be added to the Special Committee to which was 
referred the Petitton of John Maguire, of the City of Quebec, Police Magistrate; 
the Petttton of Samuel Snell, of the Ctty of London, England, Seaman; the 
Petition .of dean Dion; of) the City of Quebec, \Piloty anduthe Pettttom of 
Willtam Wright and others, of the City of Quebec, in the room of the Honorable 
Mr. Lemteux; 

Mr. Masson moved in amendment to the Questton, seconded by Mr. Guévremont, 
That the name of "Mr. Desaulniers" be left out, and the name of "Mr. Darche" 
inserted instead thereof; 

And the Question being put on the Amendment:--It passed in the Negative. 

Then the main Questton being put; 

Ordered, That Mr. Desaulnters be added to the Special Committee to which was 
referred the Petttiton of John Maguire, of the City of Quebec, Police Magtstrate; 
the Petttton of Samuel Snell, of the City of London, England, Seaman; the 
Petttion,.of Jean Dion, of the City of Quebec, Pilot; and«the Petition of 
Willtam Wrtght and others, of the City of Quebec, in the room of the Honorable 
Mr. Lemteux. 


























Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Btll to remedy the 
informalittes in the registration of certain Acts made in the Registry Offtce 
for Diviston No. 1, of the County of Huntingdon. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 


Ordered, That Mr. Loranger have leave to bring in a Btll to amend the 
Judteature Laws with respect to the qualification and appointment of Batliffs in 
Lower Canada. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next, 


On motton of Mr. Powell, seconded by Mr. Stdney Smith, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, for copies of all offietal correspondence that may have taken place 
between the Banks of Montreal and British North America, and the Receiver and 
Inspector General's Departments, on the subject of the Public Deposits, since 
the publteation of the Report of the Committee on Publte Depostts previous to 
the late adjournment. 
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Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 


On motion of the Honorable Sir Allan WN. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Attorney General Drummond,” i 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do forward Copies of the Journals of 
this House, and of all Papers and Documents printed by Order of the House, to 
His Excellency the President of the United States, of America, and to the Senate 
and House of Representatives. 


The Order of the House of Friday last, for the attendance of Joseph Charles 
Taché, Esqutre, in hts place in this House, this day, being read;--And Mr. Taché 
not attending in hts place; 


C709) 

Ordered, That the 84th Section of "The Election Petitions Act of 1851" be 
now read:--And the same being read; 

Ordered, That Joseph Charles Taché, Esquire, being one of the Members and 
Chatrman of the Select Committee appotnted to try and determine the matter of 
the Petttton complaining of an undue Electton and Return for the County of 
Lotbintére, and not having been present wtthin one hour after the time appointed 
for the meeting of the Committee, on Friday last, and not having attended in his 
place in this House, thts day, be taken into the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms 
attending this House, for such neglect of duty. 








A Bill to make certain regulattons relative to Jurors for the Counttes of 
wentworth and Halton for the year 1855, was, according to Order, read the third 
time. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass, and the Title be, "An Act making certain 
provtstons rendered necessary by the separation of the Counttes of Halton and 
Wentworth." 

Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Macdonald do carry the Bill 
to the Legislative Council, and destre thetr concurrence. 


The bill for relief of merchants, traders, and others, being brought up for 
its second reading, 

MR. CAMERON said he was convinced some measure for the relief of the honest 
debtor and the protection of creditors from fraudulent debtors was necessary. 
Now one creditor holding out might prevent the relief of a debtor by all others. 
Again, a fraudulent debtor, by a collusive confession of judgment, might benefit 
ome creditor at the expense of all others. Another not unfrequent case was 
where a person gave a young man setting up in business a stock of goods; others 
OM LeriaBehieo® Tihs possession of “such stock; then the first comes in and 
Carries off everything, to Satisfy his claim “for ‘the first advance.> The Bill 
had been several times postponed at the request of the Attorney General, and he 
believed there was an understanding that something would be undertaken by the 
Government on the subject. He would suggest, that if the Law officers of the 
Crown were not now prepared with a measure, this one should be referred to a 
Select Committee, on whose report a discussion would arise, and the opinions 
entertained by members would go to the country, that the general feeling might 
be ascertained before proceeding with the measure next session. Or perhaps the 
Government might be disposed to issue a commission for a full enquiry into the 
sub[j]ect.4 
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MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said the whole subject had engaged the anxious atten- 
tion of the Government, and they felt that the law of Debtor and Creditor ought 
to be revised. They were not, however, prepared to introduce a measure this 
session. At present the law was not the same in Upper as in Lower Canada, and 
he believed that the advantage was in favor of the latter.? The law was more 
sound on the points alluded to by the hon. and learned member for Toronto, in 
Lower Canada than in Upper. Here they required some law which would compel two 
or three obstinate creditors to come into the views of the majority. They 
needed in the first place some law similar to those existing in several of the 
United States, not called a bankrupt law, but more in the nature of the cessio 
honorum.® The Government would be prepared with a measure next 
session’ [and] would give it very careful attention during the recess,® although 
it was not their intention to appoint a Commission, the means of obtaining 
information otherwise both from gentlemen in the legal profession and from 
ane ee i men, being such that to appoint a Commission would be throwing away 
money. 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH said no subject was deserving of more careful consid- 
eration, and about none did there seem to prevail such strangely contradictory 
opinions among mercantile men. The Board of Trade and merchants of Montreal had 
petitioned against it and he believed public opinion generally was against !0 
Mr. Alleyn's Billtl. ue had recently carefully examined a memorial of the 
Toronto Board of Trade, which seemed to him generally favorable to that 
measure.!2 Mr. Cameron's Bill applied only to Upper Canada, but there was a 
strong objection to passing any Bill of a sectional character, applying only to 
one section of the Province. (Hear, Hear.) He thought, therefore, the question 
should be deferred, till they should be able after full consideration to embody 
some great fixed principles in a measure that would suit the whole Province!3 
considering their intimate trade relations!4. The Bankruptcy Law had never been 
favourably received in Lower Canada. In Montreal he knew of an extensive firm, 
made bankrupt, but which had ultimately paid 19s. or 20s. in the pound, showing 
that there had been no necessity for placing it in bankruptcy. Facts like these 
tended to make the law unpopular.!5 


MR. BROWN believed that the feeling against the Bankrupt Law had arisen ina 
great measure from the facility of making a business man a bankrupt under the 
Bill formerly in operation. But he did not think there was any objection to the 
general principle of a Bankruptcy Law entertained by mercantile men, except 
among a particular class!® from interested motives. A few of the largest mer- 
cantile houses in Hamilton and Toronto objected!? because at present the largest 
creditor, having the power of getting an assignment, had the debtor completely 
in his hands, while the smaller creditors suffered for his benefit, and fre- 
quently lost every sixpence. The great majority of merchants he believed ear- 
nestily wdesined 4a Biull whieh would aan the first) place puotect, the creditor 
against the dishonest debtor, and which would also enable the debtor who found 
himself, ind tia cults sto whandsomes hiss property tore thesbene Gi beotmallahics 
creditors, and having showed that he had committed no improper act, would enable 
him to be discharged from legal responsibility. Under the existing system, a 
man in difficulties, and seeing no way of getting out-of them, and fearing to 
hand over his property without any certainty of a discharge, fought against his 
difficulties as long as he could, paying ruinous discounts, until, when he was 
at last brought to a stand, a great part of his property had disappeared. In 
forming such a measure as was required, they ought not to look merely to 


2270 


merchants, or any particular class for guidance, but they ought to keep in view 
the broad interests of society. (Hear, hear.)!8 


MR GHABOT s.6 mln French, !9 agreed with the last speaker, that the objec- 
tions offered sprang out of the defects of the old law, not out of the principle 
of a bankrupt law. Among those he enumerated the lengthened and expensive legal 
process rendered necessary by it, the enactment which required three fourths of 
the creditors to consent to a certificate of discharge, and the heavy fees which 
were heaped upon the estate by the assigners.29 


On motion of MR. CAMERON, the order for the second reading of the Bill was 
discharged, on the understanding that the subject would be taken up by the 
Government. 2! 


(709) 
The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill for the relief of 
Merchants, Traders, and others, being read; 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be discharged. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to authorize the 
formatton of Ratlroad Corporations, and to regulate the same, being read; 
Ordered, That the Btll be read a second time on Monday next. 


The Honorable Mr. Cartier, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, pre- 
sented, pursuant to Addresses to His Excellency the Governor General,--Return to 
an Address from the Legislative Assembly of the 8th instant, for a copy of all 
correspondence relative to Letters Patent of Papter Terrier of certain Fiefs and 
Setgntortes. 

For the said Return, see Appendix (E.E.E.) 


Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly to His Excellency the 
Governor General, dated the 4th December last, praying His Excellency to cause 
to be laid before the House, a copy of all documents and correspondence between 
the Post Offtce Authorities and others respecting the site lately purchased for 
Glfose Uj; {ice tn une City oF Hamilton. 

For the said Return, see Appendix (F.F.F.) 


Onmmotoneot LR aaS\. SMITH22, 


(709) 
Ordered, That the Return relative to the Post Office site in Hamtlton, be 
referred to the Spectal Committee appointed for the purpose of investtgatting all 
charges preferred against the Members of the late Admtintstration. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend an Act 
passed in the stxteenth year of Her Majesty's Retgn, tntttuled, "An Act to amend 
and consolidate the several Acts for the formatton of Joint Stock Companies for 
the construction of Roads and other Works in Upper Canada," being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act, 
intituled, "An Act to provide for the better organtzation of Agrtcultural Socte- 
ttes in Lower Canada," being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next. 


(710) 
The Order of the day being read, for resuming the adjourned Debate upon the 
Amendment which was, on Wednesday the eighth day of November last, proposed to 
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be made to the proposed Amendment to the Question, That an humble Address be 
presented to Hts Excellency the Governor General, representing to His Excellency 
that, tn the opinion of this House, the time has arrived when a different and 
much more satisfactory arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening 
Parltament, than at present exists: That the present system of alternate Par- 
Liaments ts tnconststent with a proper regard to the economical expenditure of 
publte money, uncalled for by the necessittes of the country, injurtous to the 
preservatton and methodical arrangement of the Publite Archives and Ltbrary, and 
productive of great inconvenience and injustice to permanent Officers in the 
Publte Departments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place 
selected for the assembling of Parliament, sutted, as far as posstble, to the 
conventence of all sections of the Province; and which proposed Amendment was, 
That all the words after "That" to the end of the Questton be left out, and the 
words "tt ts tnexpedtent to interfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat 
of Government adopted by thts House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted 
instead thereof; and which Amendment to the satd proposed Amendment was, That 
the words "and that in accordance wtth that arrangement the Publte Departments 
should be removed to Toronto in 1855" be added at the end thereof; 

Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed until Thursday next, 
and be then the ftrst Order of the day. 


MR. WHITNEY propose lecture du bill pour permettre a certaines personnes des 
comtés de Missisquoi est et ouest de pratiquer comme médecins et chirurgiens. 
Il dit que les noms de ces personnes ont été omis dans la loi d'incorporation de 
la faculté médicale, et qu'elles pratiquent depuis un grand nombre d'années, 
reece ce pas de dipl6émes a cet effet des autorités médicales du Bas- 
Canada. 


DR«»VALOES «sioppose a) la seconde, lecture de ce, bill, parce. qu'il veut. prote— 
ger le public contre des charlatans qui n'ont jamais osé se présenter devant le 
bureau des examinateurs pour obtenir des diploémes leur permettant de pratiquer 
comme médecins, et que ce serait établir un trés mauvais précédent, si la 
chambre-..accordait. ainsi.a mimporte qui le droit de pratiquer, sans @avyolm si 
ces personnes possédent les connaissances requises; ce serait mettre la vie des 
citoyens entre les mains des charlatans qui ne peuvent rien faire de bien... Si, 
comme le dit le membre pour Missisquoi est (M. Whitney), les personnes en faveur 
desquelles il présente ce bill sont réellement qualifiées a pratiquer comme 
médecins, pourquoi ne viennent-elles pas subir un examen devant le bureau des 
examinateurs et obtenir leurs diplé6mes, au lieu de venir demander a la chambre 
de les créer médecins, sans que celle-ci sache s‘ils sont qualifiés?  L'hon. 
membre pour Missisquoi a dit que leurs noms ont été omis dans l'acte d'incorpo- 
fation de> la faculté médicale, mais cela n'est pas le cas:--leurs noms n'y sont 
pas insérés parce que ces’ individus navaient pas de vdiplémes, “et parece qu ils 
n'ont pas osé se donner comme médecins lors de 1l'incorporation. En conséquence 
il propose de renvoyer la seconde lecture de ce bill a six mois24, 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND supported the original motion.2° 


After some discussion, in which hon. members belonging to the medical pro- 
fession chiefly took part, the amendment was negatived2®, 


(710) 
The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act 14 
& 15 Viescap.. 105, int¢ituled. "An Act to; amend the-et-inconporating the 
Members of the Medical Profession in Lower Canada, and to regulate the study and 
practtce of Physte and Surgery therein, to afford relief to certain persons who 
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were tn practice as Physictans and Surgeons in this Province at the time when 
the satd Act became Law," being read; 

Mr. Whitney moved, seconded by Mr. Patrick, and the Question being proposed, 
That the Btll be now read a second time; 

Mr. Valois moved in amendment to the Question, seconded by Mr. Antoine Atmé 
Dorion, That the word "now" be left out, and the words "this day stx months" 
added at the end thereof; 

And the Question being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Blanchet, Bourassa, Brodeur, Bureau, Chauveau, Darche, 








Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, Mattice, Munro, Papin, Pouliot, Prévost, Rolph, 


Seatcherd, Sidney Smith, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Valois, and Wilson.--(33.) 


(710-711) 
NAYS. 
Messteurs Alleyn, Bell, Bellingham, Biggar, Burton, Cartier, Casault, 


Cauchon, Chabot, Chisholm, Chureh, Clarke, Cook, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, 
Jean B. Daoust, Delong, Dtonne, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, Felton, Ferrie, 
Gamble, Gill, Gould, Hartman, Hineks, Jackson, Lemieux, Lumsden, Macbeth, Attor- 
ney General Macdonald, Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, Masson, Matheson, Mongenats, 
Niles, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Rankin, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor 
General Ross, James Ross, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, 
Stevenson, Whitney, Wright, and Yeilding.--(56.) 


So it passed in the Negative. 


Cf) 
Then the matin Question being put, That the Bill be now read a second time; 
the House dtvided:--And it was resolved in the Affirmative. 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to the Standing 
Commtttee on Mtscellaneous Private Bills. 



































MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) fait motion, que le bill pour légaliser cer- 
taines transactions et changer la tenure des terres sauvages dans les townships 
de Durham, soit lu une seconde fois. 

Il explique le but de ce projet de loi. En 1805, il y a 50 ans, le gouver- 
nement accorda 8490 acres de terre a un certain nombre de Sauvages dans le 
township de Durham. Ces Sauvages n'avaient pas le droit de vendre, de trans- 
porter, d'hypothéquer ou de louer ces propriétés quand méme. Cependant, ces 
Sauvages ont tous transporté ces terres et les ont abandonnées. Il n'en reste 
plus qu'une seule dans la localité. 11 y a environ deux cents familles d'éta- 
blies sur ces terres qui sont toutes défrichées et améliorées considérablement. 
Les Sauvages ont transporté ces terres au moyen de baux amphithéotiques (sic) 
pour 99 ans. La vente est uniforme pour toutes ces terres; $10 pour chaque lot 
de deux cents acres. Ces titres, en vertu desquels les possesseurs actuels 
possédent leurs terres, sont plus que douteux, comme on peut le voir, et génent 
les transactions, empéchent les améliorations, et entrainent des difficultés 
sans nombre pour connaitre les nombreux héritiers des Sauvages a qui furent 
originairement concédées ces terres. I1 en résulte beaucoup d'inconvénients et 
de désordres vu leur absence de la localité. 

Une requéte a été présentée de la part des habitants de ces terres, deman- 
dant qu'il leur soit permis de pouvoir racheter leurs rentes et d'en payer le 
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capital entre les mains du surintendant des Sauvages qui paierait l'intérét aux 
Sauvages. 

Le projet de loi soumis est pour répondre a cette requéte. La loi serait 
favorable aux deux parties. Tous la désirent et le département des Sauvages, 4a 
qui a été soumis ce projet, s'est déclaré favorable a la mesure.2/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND confirme ce que M. Dorion vient de dire et déclare que 
c'est une bonne mesure a laquelle le gouvernement ne s'opposera pas.2 


MR, FELTON dit qual est £avorable au principe di bill; mais, pense au 4a! 
faudrait donner des terres aux Sauvages en remplacement de celles qui devien- 
draient libres.29 


MR. GILL approuve le bil129, 


(FIT) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to legalize certain 
transactions and to alter the tenure of Indian Lands in the Township of Durham, 
being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorion, the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Drummond, the Honorable Mr. Cauchon, Mr. Gill, and Mr. Papin, to report 
thereon wtth all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, papers, and 
records. 











The Order of the day for the House again in Commtttee on the Bill to tneor- 
porate the Satnt Francts Bank, being read; 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed unttl To-morrow. 





The Order of the day for the House agatn tn Commtttee on the Bill to tneor- 
porate certain persons under the style and title of the President, Directors and 
Company of the Fort Erte Canal Company, being read; 

Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed until Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the House in Committee on the Bill to authorize the 
County of Middlesex to negottate a Loan of One hundred thousand pounds, to 
consoltdate the County Debt, being read; 

Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be postponed unttl Monday next. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to provide for the 
reltef of Bankrupts and the administration of thetr Estates, being read; 
Ordered, That the satd Order of the day be discharged. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act 
tneorporating the Port Burwell Harbour Company, being read; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Wednesday next. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Btll to amend the Act 8 
Vie. cap. 49, and to extend the provistons of the same, being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. James Ross, Mr. Gill, the Honorable John Sandfield 
Maedonald, Mr. Egan, Mr. Roblin, Mr. Crawford, Mr. Stevenson, and Mr. Prévost, 
to report thereon with all convenient speed; with power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 











The Order of the day for the second reading of the Btll to indemntty (sic) 
Inspectors and Overseers of Roads in certain cases, betng read; 
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(oa 
Ordered, That the said Order of the day be discharged. 


MR. LORANGER moved the second reading of the "Bill to continue the Act 
regulating the Common of Laprairie de la Madeleine."3! [He] explained that it 
was merely intended to take away doubts with regard to the legality of certain 
recent administrative acts of the trustees. The act sought to be continued was 
created to remain in force to the lst of January 1854, and to the end of the 
then next ensuing session. If the meeting in June were a legal session the act 
had expired; if not this bill was, he admitted, useless; but his constituents 
desired to have any doubts on the subject removed.°2 


The Bill was allowed to pass a second reading without discussion.?3 


MR. LORANGER then moved that it be referred to a Select Committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Bureau, Desaulniers, Laberge, Pouliot and the mover.>4 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) said the second reading would not have been 
allowed, had it been understood that that motion was put. There were many hon. 
members in this House who could not allow the idea to be entertained for a 
moment that there was any question whatever as to the sitting of Parliament in 
June not being a session. He did not think that any constitutional lawyer or 
any one at all acquainted with Parliamentary law could have the slightest doubt 
on the subject. It would be most unfortunate therefore if the House should be 
held to recognize, by the preamble of this Bill, that there were any doubts as 
to a matter as to which there could be no doubt.2° 


MR. BROWN said he was sure the House had not understood the motion to be put 
for the second reading, and he hoped his hon. friend opposite would not take 
advantage of any inadvertency in a matter of this importance. The Government 
and the House had already declared that the meeting in June was not a session by 
deciding that notices of applications made for June should apply to the present 
Secswone eOnes Ott heeCounts alco. he understood, had decided that Lt wasino 
session. He hoped, therefore, that the resolution for the second reading would 
be rescinded, for the House was thereby made to affirm a principle which could 
not for a moment be maintained. Suppose that some years hence, some question of 
law turned on the point whether the June meeting was or was not a session. One 
party would contend it was not, but another could point to the preamble of this 
Bill and declare that it had been passed in consequence of the June meeting 
being held as a session. If the matter could not be got over otherwise, the 
House would have to throw out the Bill on the third reading.?© 


MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS said he would be surprised if the House could enter- 
tain any doubt on the point whether or not the meeting in June constituted a 
session. The second reading had been allowed by a mistake, and he hoped his 
learned friend would not press the Bill further.>/ 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH, for his own part, thought it was no session, but 
coutd see no harm in letting the Bill go to the Committee, who-would take that 
question fully into consideration.28 


“MR. CAMERON was surprised that the Government should not take up the ground 
at once that it was no session, and stop the further progress of the Bill. But, 
if there were any doubts, the Committee on Expiring Bills would provide means 
for legalizing this and a great many other similar measures.°? 


Z2ZUS 


MR. LORANGER then withdrew his motion, the resolution for the second reading 
was rescinded, and the order itself was discharged.49 


(712) 

The Order of the day for the second readtng of the Bill to continue an Act, 
tntttuled, "An Act for better regulating the Common of the Setgniory of 
Laprairte de la Madeleine," being read; 

Ordered, That the said Order of the day be discharged. 





On motion of MR. CHABOT, the Bill to incorporate L'Hospice de St. Joseph de 
la Maternité de Québec was readiamsecond time. /[{ Hel]... then moved ithatithe 
Bill be referred to the Committee on Private Bills.4! 


MR. BROWN, who had entered the House the moment after the second reading of 
the Bill was declared, said he had the same objections to this, as to all others 
which gave chartered rights to sectarian institutions, in the control and bene- 
fits of which all classes of the community could not equally share. It was 
greatly to be regretted that christians of all sects could not even act together 
in benevolent enterprises. He found also that the Corporation was to be allowed 
to hold real estate to no less an amount than £1,000, per annum. He looked upon 
this of itself as a serious objection to the Bill, and should take the opportu- 
nity, at a future stage, of recording his vote against it.42 


The motion was then agreed to.43 


(ZE4:) 
The Order of the day for the second reading of the Btll to incorporate 
L'Hosptce de St. Joseph de la Maternité de Québec, being read; 


Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills. 


The House, according to Order, resolved ttself into a Committee on the Bill 
from the Legtslative Council, intituled, "An Act to tnecorporate the Lyn Manufac- 
turing Company;" and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the 
Chatr; and Mr. Patrick reported, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, 
and made Amendments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Report be now recetved. 

Mr. Patrtck reported the Bill accordingly; and the Amendments were read, as 
fottlow: -- 

Page 1, line 52. Leave out the words "above described, as being." 

Page «14! (Linens. Leave aut ffrom "ineluding" to "orlleinaPage 2; Line ¢x)and 
insert "all hereditaments belonging thereto." 

Page 2, line 11. Leave out "or" and insert "and to purchase and temporarily 
to hold until they can conveniently dispose thereof." 

Page 2, line 26. Leave out from "Paper" to the end of the Clause. 

Page 2, line 42. Leave out from "each" to the end of the Clause. 

Page 2, line 45. Leave out from "satd" to "may" in line 46, and insert 
"Company . 

Page 3, Line! 19 ,seheavecoumsfnome' said" ato Lholian shine s20os ane tiieert 
"Company . 

Page; 4, ‘Line 21, Ajrer "Brockville. insert Clauses (An)aGba (Cls eeD 
(Eo) Gnd alanine Ct.) 

Clause (A.) "The Stock of the satd Corporation shall be deemed personal 
estate, and shall be transferable in such manner as shall be prescribed by the 
By-Laws of the Corporation; but no share shall be transferable until all 
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prevtous calls thereon have been fully paid and satisfied, or the said share 
shall have been declared forfeited for non-payment of the calls thereon; and the 
consent in writing of the majority of the Directors shall be in all cases 
necessary to render valid the transfer of any share or shares made before such 
shares shall have been paid up in full: And it shall not be lawful for the 
Corporation to use any of its funds tn the purchase of any stock of any other 
Corporation." 

Clause (B.) "The Corporation shall not lend any of its money to any of tts 
Stockholders, and if any such loan of money shall be made to a Stockholder, the 
Directors who shall make or assent to such loan shall be jointly and severally 
ltable to the extent of the said loan, and interest thereon, to any creditor of 
the said Corporation, for any debt contracted before the repayment of the money 
so loaned." 

Clause (C.) "The Directors of the Corporation shall be jointly and sever- 
ally liable for all debts contracted by them during their term of Office as such 
Directors, due and owing to their laborers, servants, and apprentices, for 
services performed by them for the Corporation: Provided that no Director shall 
be liable for any such debt not payable within one year from the date of con- 
tracting it, or for the recovery whereof no action shall have been brought 
within one year from such date." 


(713) 

Clause (D.) "Each Stockholder of the satd Corporation shall be severally 
and individually liable to the creditors thereof to an amount equal to the 
amount of the stock held by him, for all debts and contracts made by such 
Corporation, until the whole amount of the stock held by such Stockholder shall 
have been patd tin." 

Clause (E.) "A majority of the President and Directors shall, on or before 
the twentieth day of January in each year, prepare and attest, before a Judge of 
any Court in this Province, a certificate stating the amount of the capital 
actually paid in, the amount of the existing debts, and the amount of the assets 
of the Corporation; which certificate shall be inserted in the Newspaper pub- 
lished nearest to the chief place of the business of the Company." 

Clause (F.) "If the President and Directors shall declare or pay any divi- 
dend when the Corporation is insolvent, or which would, if patd, render tt 
insolvent, or whitch would diminish the amount of its Capttal Stock, they shall 
be jointly and severally individually liable for all debts of the Company then 
existing, or whtch may be contracted while they remain in offtee; provided that 
any Director shall be exempt from such liability by fyling with the Secretary of 
the Company a written statement protesting against declaring or paytng such 
dividend, and if present when any such dividend shall be declared by voting 
against the same; provided such protest be published within two weeks in some 
Newspaper published in the County of Leeds." . 

Clause (G.) "If the indebtedness of the Corporation shall at any time 
exceed the amount of tts Capital Stock, the Directors shall be jointly and 
severally individually liable to any creditor of the Corporatton for any debts 
thereof to the amount of such excess of indebtedness." 

Clause (H.) "If any certificate or affidavit made by the President and 
Directors of the Corporation under the provistons of this Act, be false in any 
material representation, the said President and Directors making the same, 
knowing it to be false, shall be jointly and severally liable for all the debts 
of the Corporation contracted while they are Directors thereof." 


Va) a | 


Clause (I.) "The Company may establish Agencies in Great Britain or the 
Untted States, provided the majority of its Dtreectors are British subjects." 

In the Preamble; line 23.\Leave out frome "younger" to y"andl'] dng2lshatline, 
and insert "have by their Pettttion prayed, that a Company be formed for the 
purpose of carrying on the manufacture of Leather, sawtng Lumber, and Milling." 

Ordered, That the said Amendments be taken into consideration on Thursday 
next. 

Ordered, That the Bill, as amended, be printed for the use of the Members of 
this House. 





The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to establtsh a 
Cireutt Court tn and for the County of Huntingdon, and part of the County of 
Chateauguay, betng read; 

The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Somerville, the Honorable Mr. Attorney General 
Drummond, Mr. Felton, Mr. Polette, Mr. Antoine Aitmé Dorton, and Mr. Bellingham, 
to report thereon with all conventent speed; wtth power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to amend the Act for 
the encouragement of Building Soctettes in Lower Canada, being read; 

The Btll was accordingly read a second ttme; and referred to the Select 
Committee to which was referred the Bill to amend the Acts relating to Butlding 
Soctettes. 








The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to inerease the 


(714) 
number of Stttings of the Courts of Justtce wtthin the District of St. Francts, 
and make a more conventent arrangement thereof, being read; a, 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and referred to a Select 
Committee, composed of Mr. Felton, the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, 
Mr. Terrill, Mr. Galt, and Mr. Sanborn, to report thereon with all conventent 
speed; with power to send for persons, papers, and records. 





MR. BROWN moved that the order for the second reading of the Bill to relieve 
public employees from Sunday labour be discharged, and that the said Bill be 
read a second time on Monday next, and be then the first order of the day.44 


MR. LORANGER.--Fix it for Sunday! (Order!)4° 


The motion was then agreed to.46 


(714) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to protect the 
Employés of the Government of this Province, in certain Departments of the 
Public Service, from being compelled to labor on the Lord's Day, being read; 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next, and be then the 
ftrst Order of the day. 


The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to abolish the 
Rectortes, betng read: 


MR. CAMERON.--Hear! hear!4/ 


MR. BROWN said his hon. friend, the member for Toronto, was desirous of 
having a field-day for the discussion of this subject, and as it would be 
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necessary to have a whole day to it, he would move that the second reading of 
the Bill be made the first order of the day for Wednesday the 28th inst which 
was an open day.48 


(714) 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Wednesday the twenty-etghth 
instant, and be then the first Order of the day. 


MR. BROWN moved the second reading of the "Bill to secure the more conven- 
ient assembling of Parliament." He said that very little argument would be 
necessary to recommend this motion to the adoption of the House. It was only 
necessary to look back at the irregularity that had existed in this matter since 
the Union, to convince hon. members that it was absolutely necessary to fix by 
Statute the time for assembling of Parliament. In looking over the journals of 
the House, and observing the irregularity which had prevailed, it seemed almost 
inconceivable how the House and the country could have submitted to such a state 
of things for so long a time. During the last eleven years there had been nine 
sessions of Parliament, and it was a singular fact that these nine sessions had 
been called together in eight different months of the year. (Hear, hear.) In 
1844, Parliament met on the 28th November; in 1845 there was no Parliament at 
A rieevoto it met on tneeZOth March; an le47 on the 2nd June; an le438eon the 
25th February; in 1849 on the 18th January; in 1850 on the 14th May; in 1851 on 
the 20th May; in 1852 on the 19th August; in 1853, no session; in 1854, on the 
5th September; and in 1855 there would probably be no session. It thus appeared 
that there had only been two sessions since the Union that commenced in the same 
month, namely, May, in 1850 and 1851; and surely it was almost unnecessary to 
say a word in illustration of the evils of such a system. Persons who had 
business before Parliament were put to great inconvenience, never knowing when 
Parliament would meet. And how inconvenient was the present system to the mem- 
bers themselves. A person becoming a member of Parliament never could tell at 
what season he would be taken away from his business, and this inconvenience was 
made all the greater by the length to which the sessions now unavoidably ex- 
tended. Above all the irregularity in the assembling of Parliament prevented 
that careful watch over the expenditure of the public money which was absolutely 
necessary under a Government such as this. (Hear, hear.) When Parliament met 
in the middle of the year and even as late as the fall, the assembly was placed 
in ‘the absurd position of having to vote the supplies, months after the money 
had been spent. (Hear, hear.) The Executive in this way were left to admin- 
ister the public affairs, without the House being able to exercise over their 
proceedings any salutory effect.49 They were deprived of any proper check upon 
the public expenditure but were compelled to vote the supplies whether they 
would or no.29 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--When do you propose the House should meet? 


MR. BROWN said he would come to that presently. It was not left to him to 
determine that point, the House of Assembly having decided it already. (Hear, 
hear.) He thought the time had now arrived when the public convenience, the 
convenience of members of this House, the security for a proper expenditure of 
the public money, and every consideration that could actuate members of this 
House; called for an Act to’ fix by law the period for the meeting of Parliament. 
(Hear, hear.) The proposition was so clearly reasonable and desirable, that it 
was ‘hard’ to ‘see how any one could object to it. But still there were objec- 
tions--he had heard them all ten times repeated in as many years, he had little 
doubt they would be repeated to-night, and would therefore very briefly refer to 
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them. The first objection that was raised to a Bill for fixing the meeting of 
Parliament was, that it was unconstitutional. It was said that the summoning of 
Parliament was part of the prerogative of the Crown, and the Legislature had no 
right to fix it by law. He apprehended however there was no force in any such 
argument; if the Crown chose to yield its prerogative, and no Act could be 
passed without the consent of the three branches of the Legislature, he fancied 
the House need have no objection. It would then cease to be a prerogative of 
the Crown as many other useless prerogatives had ceased to exist; and was this 
really a prerogative which the Crown was in the slightest degree interested in 
maintaining? Could it be of the smallest importance to the Governor General or 
the Sovereign he represented, at what time our meetings of Parliament commenced? 
(Hear, hear.) But, to remove all objection on that score, his Bill was espe- 
cially framed so as to protect the Royal Prerogative; it provided that nothing 
contained in it should limit the right of the Governor General to call Parlia- 
ment at any time he chose. The constitutional Act provided that the people of 
Canada should be entitled to a session once a year, and this Bill went to fix 
the particular season, at which that session should commence. The power of the 
Executive to call Parliament together whenever it pleased was not in the slight- 
est degree interfered with. That objection, therefore, as to the prerogative of 
the Crown, might be held to have no validity. (Hear, hear.) But, there was 
another objection. It was said that such a thing was not known in England as 
fixing the Assembling of Parliament by a special Act. But the answer to this 
was that in England such a thing had never been found necessary. (Hear, hear.) 
The force of public opinion and the sense of obligation on the part of public 
men to the public interest were so strong in England that there never had been 
any necessity for it. Looking over the journals of the House of Commons it will 
be found that for the last 20 years, with one or two exceptions, Parliament had 
always met within a week of the same period, viz, the first week of February, 
and the only exceptions to this rule were when in some pressing exigency Parlia- 
ment had been called together earlier. (Hear, hear.) It had never been the 
case there as here, that the Government had taken upon themselves to postpone 
the calling of Parliament week after week, and month after month to suit their 
Own convenience. Had a tithe of the irregularity we have endured happened in 
England, the evil would have drawn down indignant rebuke, and an annual Session 
have been secured to the people at a fixed period. (Hear, hear.) The necessity 
for this measure was further illustrated by the history of what took place when 
he (Mr. Brown) introduced a similar measure in 1852. On that occasion the then 
Government objected to this proceeding by Bill, but said that if he put it in 
the shape of an address to the Crown, asking the Government to pledge themselves 
to call Parliament together at a particular season of the year, they had no 
doubt the Governor General would assent to the proposition, and the Cabinet 
would certainly respond to it. He (Mr. B.) agreed to take that course, and 
introduced resolutions on which to found an address to the Crown. In Committee 
of the whole he ascertained by a vote of the House that the general feeling was 
in favour of the first week of February. The address was framed accordingly, 
and, having been presented to the Governor with all due formality, His Excel- 
lency assured the House that their address would be paid respect to and that 
Parliament would be assembled at the time named. (Hear, hear.) But what was 
the result? On the very first occasion thereafter that the Government had an 
Opportunity of carrying out their pledge, instead of assembling Parliament in 
February 1854, they, for their own convenience, put it off from February to 
March, from March to April, from April to May, and from May to June, and even 
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then they only kept them together for a few days, and it was not till September 
that a Session actually commenced. (Hear, hear.) It was clearly necessary then 
for the interest of the country, for the convenience of members, and for the 
proper management of the public business, that the present system should cease; 
and that it should no longer depend on mere contingencies, but that people 
should know exactly when their representatives were to assemble to attend to the 
affairs of the country. (Hear, hear.) He had inserted in the Bill the first 
Thursday of February, being the day fixed upon by the last Parliament; but he 
was quite willing in Committee to alter it to any other day that might suit the 
convenience of hon. members. The hon. gentleman then concluded by reading the 
Bill, which was very brief, as follows: 

“Whereas it is expedient that an Annual Meeting of Parliament, at a fixed 
period of the year, should be secured by Legislative enactment: Be it therefore 
enactkedes ace en Uldita— 

I. It shall be lawful for the Governor of this Province by Proclamation 
under the Great Seal thereof, to convoke the Provincial Parliament for the 
despatch of business on the first Thursday of the month of February in each and 
every year: Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall have the 
effect of limiting the undoubted right of the Governor to call Parliament 
together for the despatch of business at any extra Session during the year. 

IVa The Public Accounts and Estimates of monies required for the Public 
Service, and such Annual Reports from the Heads of Public Departments as may by 
law or usage be laid before Parliament, shall be so presented on or before the 
fortieth day in each Session.">2 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he perfectly agreed with all that the hon. 
gentleman had said as to the convenience of Parliament assembling at a regular 
time, but when he stated that it was the intention of the Government to assemble 
Parliament in February of every year, he hoped the motion would not be 
pressed. 23 


MR. BROWN had no reason to doubt the sincerity of the hon. Premier in making 
that declaration, but the carrying it out was liable to so many contingencies 
that he thought it was due to the people of the country that the matter should 
be fixed by Act of Parliament. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said that he and his colleagues were not answer- 
able for derelictions of duty on the part of previous Administrations, and since 
the hon. gentleman would not accept his assurance that it was the intention of 
the present Government that the House should always meet in February, it now 
became his duty to move in amendment, that the Bill be read a second time this 
day six months."2 There was then no MNECeSst Ly Oh Dasst ng wSlick jae baelaleseto 
restrain the prerogative in a manner never done in England. 


MR. GOULD hoped the House would sustain the hon. member for Lambton, and 


have the time for the calling of Parliament fixed. Previous Governments had 
made the same pledge as that now given by the gallant knight, but they all knew 
what!) tne »resultwhadj been.) “The gakkant knight: no doubt was:sincere ‘in his 


declaration, but who could have any certainty that he would be at the head of 
the Government next February, so as to have an opportunity of carrying out his 
pledceseen(Hearm,shean) Her (Mr-<Ge)swould be wil bing to: go; further ithanvthe 
hon. member for Lambton in his present Bill, and have a time fixed for holding 
general elections, and provide that all the elections throughout the Province 
should be held on one day.?/ 
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MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE thought the member for Lambton should be the last man 
to introduce a Bill of this sort, after what they had heard from him the other 
night by way of deprecation of the rapid movements they were making towards 
written constitutions and the American system of Government generally.°8 [ He] 
was surprised, after all they had heard from the hon. member for Lambton, about 
the beauties of the British constitution and all his horror of interfering with 
it, or introducing American institutions in its place, that he was now proposing 
such an infringement of that constitution, and the introduction of so prominent 
a feature of the written constitution of the United States.22 The hon. gentle- 
man must know that it was the prerogative of the Crown to prorogue Parliaments 
and to call Parliaments, and after the solemn warning he gave the House as to 
the rapidity with which we were tending towards foreign institutions, he should 
have been the last to make a motion of this sort especially after the assurance 
he had received of the disposition of the present Government to give effect in 
this matter to the wishes of Parliament.®9 If by the power of the people over 
ministers responsible to them [t]hey could enforce in practice what the bill 
sought to enact, legislation on the point was unnecessary. That could be done, 
and therefore this attempt on the constitution should be dropped, or rejected by 
the House.6! an hon. member had said that perhaps by next February the gallant 
knight would not be at the head of the Government, but, supposing that the 
gallant knight ceased to occupy his present position, and the hon. member for 
Lambton was called upon to form a Government certainly he would be as willing as 
the gallant knight could be, to attend to the wishes of the House. He was 
surprised that the hon. member for Lambton, who of all others was in the habit 
of raising his finger portentously, and warning the House of our progress 
towards American Institutions, that he of all others by a Bill of this sort 
should seek to deprive the crown of an ancient prerogative.©2 


MR. ROBLIN would vote against the Bill because he considered the Government 
should be entrusted with the responsibility of conducting the affairs of the 
country, in the way they considered best. And, if not ready to meet Parliament 
on a particular day, he could not see what harm would result from postponing it 
till such a period as they considered best for the in[t]erests of the country.© 


MR. MERRITT voudrait que quelqu'un donnat une raison plausible contre la 
motion du membre pour Lambton, car il est certain que tout le pays est en faveur 
de cette mesure.°4 As to the prerogative of the Crown, which it was alleged was 
concerned, the Crown gained nothing by retaining it.6> The argument used by the 
last gentleman who spoke [was that] Responsible Government had failed before to 
carry out the wishes of the country, and would do so again. If the Bill car- 
ried, public business would be greatly facilitated, and he should therefore 
SUppoOrt i with alishis heartee) (lear, hear.)66 


DR. ROLPH said he would give his decided support to the measure of the hon. 
member for Lambton. The hon. Postmaster General said that it would infringe on 
the prerogative of the Crown.©/ I1 ne trouve pas que l'argument que la réunion 
du parlement est de la prérogative de la couronne soit suffisant pour faire 
rejeter ce bill, car il est fort indifférent pour la couronne que le parlement 
se réunisse ce février ou ce mars.°8 Did not the Postmaster General just as 
much infringe on the prerogative of the Crown by introducing the elective prin- 
ciple into the Legislative Council? (Hear, hear.) What higher prerogative 
could the Crown possess, than the power of appointing the "lords," the members 
of the Upper House, and yet the Government proposed that that should be done 
away with by Act of Parliament. (Hear, hear.) The appointment of Magistrates 
also was part of the Royal prerogative, and this also has been infringed upon by 
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Act of Parliament, in declaring that Reeves, &c., elected by the people should 
be Justices of the Peace. But in truth the present Bill did not take away the 
Royal prerogative at all. It merely said that Parliament should meet in Febru- 
ary, but expressly provided that the Royal prerogative of summoning the House at 
any other time should remain intact. (Hear, hear.) And at all events he felt 
he was quite safe, so far as that was concerned, in supporting a measure 
introduced by that great stickler for prerogative, the hon. member for Lambton. 
(Hear, hear.)®9 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY admitted it to be in the highest degree desirable that 
it should be well understood by the whole country on what day of each year 
Parliament should meet. He did not think it practicable, however, to fix a day 
in the meantime. The public accounts could not be got ready by the time fixed 
by the hon. member for Lambton. Every exertion had been made since the close of 
the year, and a number of extra clerks had been employed, but even yet the 
public accounts of the last were not ready to be brought down, and of course the 
estimates for the present year could not well be made up, until it was shown 
what had been done with the public money in the last./9 Si les chambres se 
réunissaient chaque année au commencement, le gouvernement serait toujours en 
arriére d'une année pour les comptes publics./! In all probability this session 
would be closed within six or eight weeks, and as the Government were bound to 
call another within a year of the expiring of the preceding one, the utmost 
limit to which they could postpone the calling of next session would be the 
month of May 1856. He thought the convenience of the House and of the public 
would be best consulted by the matter being left in the hands of the 
Government . /2 


MRISISOLs’ GEN DIO ROSS Said that. the Bill would fetter the Governor's power 
of dissolution, as well as his power of assembling Parliament. Supposing he 
wished to dissolve Parliament in January, it would be impossible in that case to 
call it again in February, so that either the Governor's power of dissolution or 
the principle laid down in this Bill would have to yield./3 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) said it had been his opinion for many years 
that the Executive should be entrusted with the responsibility of calling Par- 
liament together at whatever time they should consider best for the public 
service. But when he found that what was called Responsible Government had been 
violated--when they found a Government solemnly promising that Parliament would 
meet in February, and yet on the flimsy pretence of the absence of the Governor 
General in England, not call it till June--and then violating the Constitution 
by advising the Governor to prorogue Parliament without there having been a 
session in the year as required by law--when he saw Responsible Government in 
this way made a handle of to violate the Constitution, he thought it was time 
that the period of assembling should be fixed by law. The Government of the day 
might no sdowbt intend to do what was right, but they might not find it con- 
venient. The Inspector General had spoken of the difficulty of bringing down 
them publie™accounts,,f Parliament \met in February, but if such: a difficulty 
existed, what could be easier than to alter the termination of the fiscal year? 
(Hear, hear.) There could be no doubt that public opinion was strongly fixed on 
this point./4 It was far better to have the period fixed by law than to leave 
it to chance./? On parle de la responsabilité des ministres; mais ou est-elle? 
Il n'y a pas un seul membre de l'administration précédente qui fasse partie de 
l'administration actuelle, et comment la chambre peut-elle censurer le ministére 
pour n'avoir pas réuni les chambres en février, puisqu'il n'est plus au pouvoir, 
et puisque le ministére actuel se défend de toute responsabilité de ses actes?/6 
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MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH asked if the hon. member for Glengary had not come 
over to him, and spoken in private in a manner different from that in which he 
had now addressed the House? (Order.)// 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD, (Glengary).--What he had said was that it was only after 
great hesitation that he could vote for the bill’8. He had already stated that 
he would prefer a matter of this sort to be left in the hands of the Government, 
if there could be any certainty that they would not abuse the power so entrusted 
to them/9, but he had not said he was opposed to it80, It was quite true that, 
when the Solicitor General informed him that the Government would promise to 
call Parliament in February, he said he was satisfied, and he accordingly urged 
his hon. friend from Lambton to withdraw his bill. This he refused to do, and 
on full consideration of the matter, as the motion was going to be made, he 
Gir. M.) felt) that thercowld not dolobherwise thantsuppore teyea@lears wean 
But the House would judge of the conduct of the Solicitor General in disclosing 
to the House a private conversation. (Loud cries of hear, hear! and shame! 
shame!) Hon. members would be very cautious in future as to whom they spoke to. 
(Hear, hear.)8! 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH denied that he had disclosed any conversation. He 
had simply asked the hon. member whether he had not come over and spoke to 
him.84 He did not invite the hon. gentleman to say anything, and to the best of 
his belief the hon. member was really in his heart opposed to it as he said.83 
[I1] s‘oppose au bill parce qu'en fixant la réunion du parlement par une loi, 
on peut forcer le gouvernement a faire une session extra, si ses mesures ne sont 
pas prétes alors.84 It was true that heretofore there had been no certainty as 
to the time for the meeting of Parliament, and for his own part he believed it 
would be most conducive to the public good to have it assemble in February, but 
when the Government said they were prepared to call it then, he thought the 
House should be satisfied.8> He did not believe the interests of the country 
had suffered by the delays.86 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal), in French, 8/ thought that would be very well if 
Government had not already deceived the House and the country by breaking a 
pledge solemnly given, since everybody knew that a similar bill introduced in 
1852 was only withdrawn upon such a pledge being given.88 Cela montre la néces- 
sité de fixer par une loi 1'époque ot les chambres devront étre convoquées. On 
dit que ce serait restreindre les prérogatives de la couronne;--mais cette 
prérogative est déja restreinte par l'acte d'Union, qui dit que les chambres 
devront étre réunies tous les ans, et il ne voit pas ce que la couronne souf- 
frirait si le parlement se réunissait a époques fixes. On objecte que les 
comptes publics ne pourraient étre préparés;--mais il ne serait pas difficile de 
changer le termerde:s l'année fiscale et de la faire finim au’ 31 movembne, « par 
exemple. Cela donnerait au gouvernement le tems de préparer tous les comptes, 
et ce serait beaucoup plus commode. Cette objection ne vaut donc absolument 
rien. En Angleterre le gouvernement ne dépense pas l'argent public sans autori- 
sation des chambres, et il est obligé de demander des subsides au commencement 
de chaque année;--c'est la raison pour laquelle les chambres sont toujours 
convoquées au commencement de février, et qu'on n'a pas éprouvé comme ici la 
nécessité de fixer cette convocation par une loi. La prérogative de la couronne 
n'est donc d'aucun poids, et ne doit pas nous arréter lorsqu'il s'agit d'adopter 
une bonne mesure.8? 


MR. DEWITT se prononce fortement en faveur du bill, et il est surpris que le 
gouvernement y soit opposé, parce que c'est une mesure demandée par le peuple, 


2284 


qui a le droit de savoir quand ses mandataires seront appelés a4 remplir les de- 
voirs dont ils sont chargés, comme cela se fait aux Etats-Unis. Avec le systéme 
actuel, ce n'est pas le gouvernement qui est responsable au peuple, mais c'était 
le peuple qui est responsable au gouvernement, puisque celui-ci peut passer deux 
OU UGOES danse Sans econvoquer Vvesmehambres, ‘en ‘eludant la oa. (Ecoutez, 
écoutez!) C'est pour le peuple que les représentants travaillent, et non pas 
pour les ministres, et par conséquent ils ont droit de savoir a quelle époque 
ils doivent s'assembler. Avec le systéme actuel, la chambre est entiérement 4a 
la merci des caprices des ministres, et c'est une véritable dictature de la part 
du gouvernement, contre laquelle il proteste et a laquelle le peuple ne doit pas 
se soumettre. I1 faut de toute nécessité que la loi fixe la réunion du parle- 
ment, et par conséquent il votera pour le bil1.90 


MR. FERRIE replied to the argument of the Inspector General about not having 
the public accounts ready. That could be got over by making the financial year 
close a month earlier, or by so altering the bill in Committee as to make the 
date of assembling a month later. The important thing was to secure regu- 
larity.?1 


MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) est décidément en faveur du bill, car il y voit 
quelque chose de mieux que dans le systéme actuel. I1 n'y a rien de fixe, de 
stable, d'arrété dans le systéme actuel, et si le temps d'assembler le Parlement 
Ctediieme dice mp a Galan lO net Ultn sie dnt meus. Rien n'empéche les comptes publics 
d'étre présentés alors; les rapports des institutions publiques pourraient étre 
soumis; les habitans du pays pourraient préparer et envoyer leurs requétes; les 
ministres se prépareraient ainsi que les membres [de] la chambre et tout le 
monde y trouverait de l'avantage. 

On nous dit que ce bill est opposé au principe du gouvernement responsable, 
Mais c est "tout le? contraire.* I2 nen ‘demande que la pratique: Non, ce n'est 
pas le gouvernement responsable qui s'oppose au principe de ce bill, mais c'est 
le mauvais vouloir des ministres, le besoin d'intriguer continuellement. 

L'expérience des derniéres années nous a fait sentir le besoin d'une sembla- 
ble mesure. Les neufs derniéres sessions du Parlement ont été convoquées dans 
huit différents mois de l'année: une fois en janvier, l'autre en mars, puis en 
juin et ainsi de suite. 

On est lassé du systéme actuel. Si on consultait l'opinion publique sur ce 
Sujets on verrait que lbé peuple Sst en faveur du bi11 d'un bowt a) L'autre ‘du 
pays. 

Il y a longtemps qu'il est en faveur de ce principe et il votera avec 
plaisir pour le bil1.92 


MR. LORANGER se prononce contre le bill parce que cette question fait partie 
de la prérogative de la couronne et parce qu'il faut donner au gouvernement le 
temps de se préparer avant de venir devant les chambres. I1 trouve cette mesure 
inopportune, parce qu'avant de fixer le tems ou le parlement se réunira, il fait 
(sic) d'abord fixer l'endroit ot il se réunira, et comme il n'y a encore aucune 
batisesestscoit ta Montreal, solktiia, Toronto, a Kingston ow a Bytown, propre a 
recevoir les chambres, il est inutile de fixer aujourd'hui 1'époque de leur 
réunion, parce qu'on ne pourrait peut-étre pas les réunir faute de local.93 


MR. SANBORN said the argument that the place was not fixed, was as good an 
argument against Parliaments altogether as against this bill. Pledges to assem- 
ble Parliament at a fixed period had been three times given and broken, and this 
breaking of promise tended greatly to destroy the late ministry. What greater 
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assurance could the present Ministry give? Could they give any assurance that 
they would remain in their place? 94 Les ministres actuels ont déja donné leur 
sanction a une mesure semblable, a celle-ci, et ce n'est que sur. la promesse 
formelle du gouvernement d'alors que la mesure a été retirée--il est vrai 
quialors ils étaient dans L'opposition .et. qu'ils sont. aujourd'hui .au.pouvois, .ce 
qui change beaucoup les circonstances et les opinions. (Rires. Ecoutez! 
Ecoutez!)9° It was this failure to keep this promise, which made it imperative 
on the House to determine this question in a more solemn manner.2© He hoped the 
House would be more prudent than to rest on any such pledge, when they had the 
matter in their own hands, and could put it beyond dispute by passing the bill 
of the hon. member for Lambton.?/ 


MR. POWELL said he should vote for the amendment of the gallant knight, 
believing that under a system of Responsible Government, a matter of this sort 
should be left in the hands of the administration of the day.?8 [He] thought 
the promoters of the bil[1] were actuated by party motives and a desire for the 
ministerial benches.?2 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD expressed his surprise that this bill should be 
introduced by the hon. member for Lambton, who professed so much to admire the 
elasticity of the English Constitution to the rigidity of the American. The 
next step would be to fix when Parliament should rise, and then Responsible 
Government would be at an end.190 If the time of meeting was fixed the time of 
ending must be fixed also; and after all unless special sessions were prohibited 
nothing would be effected by the bill, for at the regular sessions the House 
would meet only to be prorogued, and special sessions would be held to transact 
the business.!9l As a stickler for the British Const ihitaton.s sand tome chen con. 
nection of this Province with Great Britain, and as a strong opponent of annexa- 
tion or anything like the adoption of United States principles or practices, the 
hon. member for Lambton ought if consistent, to be opposed to a measure of this 
sort.192 He believed the member for Lambton was once opposed to this meas- 
ure!93, But there was a question of order involved, whether it was competent 
for the House to pass a bill like this, or whether, if they did pass it, it was 
not so much waste paper. The present Mr. Justice Morin, when Speaker, decided 
that such a measure was beyond the jurisdiction of this honorable House, and any 
one who read the Union Act would find that it specially reserved to the Crown 
the power of summoning Parliament at any time it chose.104 


MR. BROWN.--All that is reserved by this bil1.195 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD was nevertheless of opinion that to pass this 
bill would be in violation of the Imperial statute, under which alone this House 
could assemble, for by that act full power was given to the Governor to fix both 
the time and the place of the meeting of Parliament. A motion having been made 
in a previous Parliament for leave to introduce a bill to fix the time for the 
meeting of Parliament and for other purposes, Mr. Speaker Morin, as he had said 
declined to receive it, because it was not in order, and his decision was 
sustained by the House by a vote of 37 to 21,106 


MR.) sBROWN-lteawdas raat herentuabrllaak-ocebher suande ita bol LEOn,ee\lG—pmonei— 
wood, and others of the best lawyers in the House, held the decision of the 
Speaker to be quite wrong.l07 


MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD said the honourable gentleman contended that his 
bill did not in any way curtail the prerogatives of the Crown. If that were the 
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case, it could be of no value, but would leave matters as they were. He thought 
the pledge given by the leader of the administration to have the House assembled 
in February should be sufficient. Where, he asked, in the history of England, 
or any other country, had such promises been made, and not been fulfilled? 
(irontieal criss fof hear; ‘hear! Tt was. in’ the power of the House to insist on 
the fulfilment of the pledges of the administration, or in the event of failure 
to turn them out of office. He hoped the House would not permit the constitu- 
tion to bevaltered in this way." It*’might be that the American Systém was 
better, although he was not one of those who thought so, but at all events let 
them not destroy the present system piecemeal, and bit by bit, as they would by 
adopting measures of this sort. He could not see how the honourable member for 
Lambton, as a friend of Responsible Government, could introduce this bill, which 
was a distinct attack on the Union Act. The member for Norfolk and the member 
for Lincoln had spoken in favour of the bill. Both those gentlemen had been for 
a considerable time in the Government. How was it that, when they occupied that 
position, and had a majority at their back, how was it that then they never saw 
the necessity of such a measure? They never thought of it, so long as it suited 
their own convenience, and the convenience of the administration of which they 
were members, to have the matter in their own hands. (Hear, hear.) The only 
way in which the principle of this bill could be carried out was by an address 
to the Crown for permission to depart from the Union Act in this matter, in the 
Same manner as an act had been obtained from the Imperial Parliament, enabling 
theserrovineial Parliament) to talter ‘the constitution of the Legislative 
Council.!98 Tt appeared that when the subject had been before the House before, 
Mr. McDonald of Glengary voted against it. (cries of read the aye[s].) 
Mr. McDonald read the ayes among which appeared that of Sir A. McNab.109 


URS Jd.o. MACDONALD “(Glengary) said that was merely .to sustain the 


MR. MACKENZIE believed the British constitution was used as a bug bear, 
though ours was nothing like it--as for instance in Engiand they had no Attor- 
nies General in the Ministry. However, he thought the bill ought to be carried 
to prevent such breaches of faith as the House had lately seen,.!1l { He] could 
see no reason for leaving uncertain what could be easily settled. All the talk 
about royal prerogative in this matter was the merest fudge, for it could not 
make the slightest difference to Queen Victoria whether the House met in 
February or October. It was rich to hear the Government talk about what they 
would do a twelvemonth hence--a Government that one day was in a minority and 
the next was fighting to get a majority. How such a coalition could last for 
another twelvemonth surpassed all human comprehension. (Hear, hear.)112 


MR. PAPIN n'a entendu donner aucune raison plausible contre la seconde 
lecture du bill, tandis qu'il y en a beaucoup qui militent en sa faveur. Si 
L'époque de la réunion des chambres était fixée par une loi, chacun pourrait se 
préparer, il y aurait plus de régularité dans les affaires, et le peuple ne 
serait plus a la merci du gouvernement. Les objections qu'on apporte contre ce 
Dimi sont sires utiles. La ‘premiere, c'est que Va. chose ne se fait pas en 
Angleterre;--mais cela est diti a ce que les sessions sont toujours convoquées a 
la méme époque, et si le gouvernement usait de ses prérogatives pour convoquer 
les chambres quand bon lui semblerait, elles adopteraient bien vite une loi 
comme celle-ci. Aprés avoir promis formellement de réunir le parlement en 
février, notre gouvernement a attendu aux derniers jours de l'année pour le 
faire, comme s'il efit voulu se moquer de la chambre. Le gouvernement dit qu'il 
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a l'intention de faire ce que demande ce bill: mais cette promesse ayant déja 
été faite, et voyant que le gouvernement l'a violé pendant deux années consécu- 
tives, les membres ont bien le droit de vouloir ce bill. Les ministres peuvent 
etre: de: bonne fod,~et 11M. PP.) est bien disposé.a croire) quills. tesonns tout 
en leur possible pour se maintenir au pouvoir le plus longtemps possible,--mais 
i], n'est pas enwleur pouvoir de adire, “nous,.ferons cect you celas dans. sax mois, 
ou dans un an." Le sort de la derniére administration nous a prouvé que les 
ministéres sont fragiles et qu'ils ne doivent pas trop compter sur l'avenir. 

Les ministres feignent de craindre voir diminuer leur responsabilité, ils 
semblent méme ne pas s'en trouver assez,--mais il (M. P.) pense qu'ils en ont 
déja trop pour ce, qu'ils ‘en. peuvent porter; quiils. se wappeblent que. .ciestele 
trop des (sic) responsabilité s qui a mis fin a la derniére administration 
Hincks-Morin, et ils y tiendront moins. Quant aux comptes publics, il pense que 
le gouvernement peut fort bien les préparer pour le commencement de février, 
s \il.veut sen donner ;la peines. ct ssuctout, Lonsqw'i, saunalaqu ida taudrasies 
soumettre. alors... Diailleurs,, Jes .ministres ne font pas, preuve @ upe-srande 
force de logique en disant que ce serait un inconvénient si l'époque de la 
réunton des: chambres étabityfixée parsune Loisccar si+ciest. un inconyentenr, 
pourquoi disent-ils qu'ils ont l'’intention de toujours faire ce que demande le 
bill? De deux choses l'une: ou ils veulent tromper la chambre de nouveau, en 
ne remplissant pas cette promesse, ou ils la trompent maintenant en disant qu'il 
y aurait des inconvénients a le faire en vertu d'une loi. On peut aussi facile- 
ment anéantir l'objection des comptes publics, car ils ne seront pas plus préts 
au commencement de février lorsque la chambre s'assemblera en vertu du bon 
plaisir du gouverneur, que lorsqu'elle s'assemblera a la méme époque en vertu 
d'une loi. Cet argument ne vaut donc absolument rien, et ne sert qu'a mieux 
montrer leur mauvaise foi.!13 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON ... in French, ... opposed the bill.!14 


MR. RANKIN said he should vote for the bill. He considered it was only 
carrying out the principle of Responsible Government to its proper extent to say 
that the representatives of the people should decide at what period it was best 
for the convenience of themselves and their constituents that Parliament should 
meet. If the result of to-night's vote could possibly overthrow the ministry, 
he would hesitate before recording his vote against them, but in a plain matter 
of common sense like this he felt that he had a duty to discharge as an inde- 
pendent member of the House. He was very much attached to the present Govern- 
ment, but on the present occasion he felt bound to vote with the honourable 
member for Lambton.!15 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND did not think that the honour or the brilliancy of the 
British Crown would be in the slightest degree impaired, although the Canadian 
Parliament took upon itself to declare at what period it should meet. At the 
Same time it was a matter of the greatest importance for the House to consider 
whether they legislated within the bounds of their jurisdiction, and he held 
they would not be so legislating if they adopted this bill in contravention of 
the Union Act.116 


MR. BROWN replied to the various arguments which had been advanced in the 
course of the debate. During the whole of it the thought had been ever crossing 
his mind, when all this sort of work was to come to an end: for there had been 
hardly a session of Parliament held during the last twelve years, in which every 
argument used to-night had not been over and over again repeated and as often 
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refuted. (Hear, hear.) And it was particularly remarkable that, with two or 
three exceptions, not one member who had spoken against his bill to-night, but 
had spoken in favour of a similar measure on some previous occasion. (Hear, 
hear.) The Attorney-General East, and the Attorney-General West, were excep- 
tions. ».butthe Inspector—-General, was not.an exception. (Hear, hear.) The 
Premier was not--(loud cries of "Hear, hear.")--neither was the Postmaster- 
General (Mr. Spence), nor the Solicitor-General West (Mr. Smith), nor the hon. 
member for Russell (Mr. Lyon); in fact, there were not six members who would 
this night vote against his motion, who had formerly sat in Parliament, who had 
not, on some previous occasion, voted for one substantially the same. (Hear, 
hear.) The question was well put by the hon. member for Essex, when he said 
that the question was simply one between the convenience of this House and the 
whole country, and the convenience of the ten gentlemen who happened to be on 
the Treasury Benches for the time being. (Hear, hear.) The question was one, 
not of law, but of plain common sense. Mr. Brown then traced the Parliamentary 
history of the country, from the Union to this present day--showing that, with- 
out almost an exception, the time for the meeting of Parliament had been chosen, 
to suit the whim or convenience of the administration of the day, and often to 
the great inconvenience of the country and of the House. And to it would be to 
thevends of stheschapter, suntil this Act should be passed. Lt could not be 
otherwise, for it was the natural tendency of the system, that, when parties 
were well balanced, the Government of the day should postpone the meeting of 
Parliament as long as possible--that they should push off the evil day as far as 
they could. (Hear, hear.) It had been said that it was most extraordinary for 
him (Mr. Brown) to bring forward this bill, being so strong an advocate of 
responsible government. But it was just because he was an advocate of respon- 
sible government, and desired to preserve it from being tarnished by the conduct 
of honorable gentlemen who might happen to be on the Treasury Benches, that he 
brought forward this bill. He brought it in because he felt that this practice 
of delaying the meeting of Parliament, and spending the public money without the 
authority of Parliament, was much more dangerous to responsible government than 
all other causes put together. (Hear, hear.) In regard to all those wasteful 
expenditures of the public money which had been recently disclosed--those Baby 
expenditures, those tug-boat contracts, and other extravagant transactions-—he 
asked if one of these gross irregularities could have occurred, had Parliament 
met at a stated period, and its authority been demanded? (Hear, hear.) If ever 
there was a proper and just measure, this was one; and he felt that those who 
desired that responsible government should have a fair trial, were bound to 
support, ib) (Hear,» hears); One! great object: of the bill was) to reduce the power 
of the Executive. The enormous power of the Government--its patronage, its 
power of corruption, its control over all legislative and administrative pro- 
ceedings--was one of the greatest evils under which the constitution laboured; 
but if ministers were compelled to call the representatives of the people to- 
gethem at pal stated season, this evil would be not a little lessened. (Hear, 
hear.) The Solicitor-General had taken advantage of a remark which had fallen 
from his honorable friend, the member for Glengarry, to make a most unjustifia- 
ble attack on that honorable gentleman. He did think that, if a casual remark 
made in confidence by one honorable member to another, was to be brought out in 
this way, there was an end to all confidence among the members of this House. 
(Hear, hear.) How many words did all men thoughtlessly utter, which, the very 
next moment they would recall if they could; but if every word was to be snapped 
up, and placed in this way in the worst point of view before the public, how 
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would it be possible to maintain any intercourse amongst public men? (Hear, 
hear.) But, after all, his hon. friend from Glengarry had done nothing to be 
ashamed of. He had represented to him (Mr. B.) whether it was well to press the 
motion, whether it would not be better to accept the promise of the Government. 
He (Mr. B.) recalled to his recollection how many similar scenes they passed 
through during the last ten years--the address of 1852, the promises of the 
Executive then, and the way in which they had been broken and he asked his hon. 
friend how he could place confidence in the promises of any Executive again? In 
these cirumstances, what could his hon. friend do, appreciating those arguments, 
but support the bill when he found him determined to press it? (Hear, hear.) 
With regard to what had fallen from the honorable Attorney-General, he felt 
really sorry for him. He could make such an able speech, when he had the right 
side, that he was sorry to see him compelled to bring up a miserable legal 
quibble, in defense of a bad case. (Hear, hear.) That same quibble he had 
heard cited time after time, Parliament after Parliament, and just as often 
refuted. A sufficient answer to it consisted in the names of the gentlemen who, 
on the occasion referred to by the Attorney-General, recorded their votes 
against the Speaker's decision. The first name was Mr. Badgley, now Mr. Justice 
Badgley. (Hear, hear.) The next was Mr. Boulton of Norfolk, who introduced the 
Bill, Voneof the first wWawyers in’ the country. lhesnext) was iin. bomlton got 
Toronto, also an able lawyer. The next was a gentleman named Mr. Cayley, whom I 
fancy to be the Inspector General and also a lawyer. (Hear, hear and laughter.) 
The next? was Mr Christwe, them historian of HowersCanada. The next was 
Mr. Holmes, who if not a lawyer, was a good judge of common sense propositions-—— 
then came Mr. Lyon (hear, hear,)--a lawyer of excellent standing. And who was 
the next lawyer on the list? Why, no other than the Premier of the Government, 
Sir Allan MacNab. (Great laughter.) Next came Mr. Myers, another lawyer, and 
Colonel Prince, a Queen's Counsel, an able lawyer and an "English gentleman." 
(Laughter.) Then came the honorable Mr. Robinson, not now in his’ place,—— 
Mr. Sherwood formerly Attorney General,--Mr. Smith of Durham, an excellent 
lawyer, and who of all men brought up the rear? Why Mr. Smith of Frontenac, Her 
Majesty's present Solicitor General for Upper Canada! (Cheers.)!17 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--That was a vote merely against the validity of the 
Speaker's decision.!18 


MR. BROWN said that made the case all the stronger; they not only voted that 
the Bill mwas (constitutional, but ‘that Mri) Morin's decision that fitawas not 
constitutional was quite wrong. (Hear, hear.) An opinion on the constitutional 
question given by those eminent lawyers was in these circumstances all the more 
weighty. (Hear, hear.) He asked then if honorable members would allow a miser- 
able legal quibble like this, discountenanced by so many able lawyers, to weigh 
for a moment against the plainest dictates of common sense. (Clea Gaahectias) 
Having alluded briefly to some of the other arguments which had been touched 
upon in the course of the day, Mr. Brown concluded by expressing the hope that 
by the adoption of the measure now submitted, they would get rid of the present 
system which entailed constant inconvenience on the members of the House, injury 
to Dept vena interest, and an extravagant waste of the public money. (Hear, 
hear.) 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY endeavoured to explain the inconsistency of his posi- 
tion, by Stating that the vote on. Mr. Boulton s) Billowas whet hem ommoteut 
should be introduced--not like as now, whether having been introduced it should 
be read a second time. On the previous occasion he did not think the Speaker's 
decision Fright, that at could not be introduced.!20 
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MR. DALY opposed the Bill, because he looked upon it as a first step towards 
a written constitution.!21 


The amendment of Sir Allan Macnab to give the Bill a three months' hoist was 
then carried!22, 


(714) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to secure the more 
convenient assembling of the Provincial Parliament, being read; 

Mr. Brown moved, seconded by Mr. Holton, and the Question being proposed, 
That the Btll be now read a second time; 

The Honorable Sir Allan WN. MacNab moved in amendment to the Questton, sec- 
onded by the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Macdonald, That the word "now" be 
left out, and the words "this day three months" added at the end thereof; 

And the Question being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Alleyn, Bellingham, Blanchet, Brodeur, Burton, Cameron, Cartter, 


Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chapais, Chauveau, Chisholm, Church, Clarke, Cook, 





























Turcotte, Whitney, and Yetlding.--(68.) 


NAYS. 

Messteurs Aikins, Bell, Biggar, Bourassa, Brown, Bureau, Christte, Cooke, 
Darche, DeWitt, Jean B.E. Dorion, Antoine A. Dorton, Ferrte, Fotey, Frazer, 
Galt, Gould, Hartman, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, John S. Macdonald, Rodertck 
McDonald, Mackenzie, Mattice, Merritt, Munro, Papin, Prévost, Rankin, Rolph, 
Sanborn, Scatcherd, Valois, and Wrtght.--(35.) 


(725) 
So it was resolved in the Affirmative.123 
Then the main Question, so amended, being put; 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time this day three months. 


























Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by 
the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, 
The House adjourned. 





APPENDIX: L9 (MARCH 1655, 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS RE: VERCHERES.] 
MR. J. DORION (Drummond et Arthabaska) [donne avis que] jeudi prochain [il 


fera motion pour une] Adresse a son excellence, demandant copie de toutes les 
applications faites au gouvernement pour obtenir la place de régistrateur du 


comté de Verchéres, lorsque cette place est devenue vacante en juillet 1854,124 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION RE: SEIGNIORIAL TENURE AMENDMENTS. ] 


MR. PAPIN proposera, mercredi ... le résolution suivante: 

Que les différentes requétes présentées a cette chambre, pendant la présente 
session, et demandant des amendements a l'Acte Seigneurial de 1854, soient 
référées a un comité spécial de sept membres, composé des hon. MM. Drummond et 
Lemieux, et de MM. Taché, Turcotte, Masson, Laberge et Papin, avec instruction 
de faire rapport sur les amendements qu'il convient de faire au dit acte.!25 


[NOTICE OF MOTION FOR RESOLUTIONS RE: EMIGRANTS. ] 


MR. "AS DORION] Ge Montreal) proposera, mercredi.... leas) resolutions 
suivantes: 

Résolu 1.--Que, dans l'opinion de cette chambre, les immigrés passant par 
cette province, ne trouvent pas aux différents débarcadéres ot ils sont obligés 
de s'arréter les commodités nécessaires, ce qui les a, par le passé, exposés a 
beaucoup d'inconvénients et de souffrances et a été une cause fréquente des 
maladies contagieuses et autres dans différentes parties de cette province. 

2.--Que la construction de batiments convenables dans quelque endroit salu- 
bre et isolé, accessible par eau, prés de chacune des différentes villes et 
cités ot les immigrants arrétent ordinairement ou changent de convoi, durant 
leur voyage a travers la province, pour servir d'habitation temporaire a ces 
immigrants et d'hoépitaux pour ceux qui peuvent étre*retenus par maladie,-— 
assurerait aux’ immigrants par la voie du golfe St. Laurent deS avantages du ils 
ne trouvent nulle part ailleurs, et contribuerait beaucoup a empécher le retour 
et la contagion de ces maladies dont les habitants de cette province ont tant 
souffert depuis quelques années. 

3.--Qu'une humble adresse soit présentée a Son Excellence le Gouverneur- 
général, priant Son Excellence de vouloir bien faire prendre des mesures pour 
pourvoir a l'érection de tels batiments et hédpitaux aux endroits qui paraitront 
le plus convenables pour assurer le bien-étre aux immigrants, et la protection 
de la santé publique.!26 


[ QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: BULSTRODE ROAD IN THE EASTERN TOWNSHIPS. ] 


MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) demande au ministére si c'est l'intention du 
gouvernement de faire terminer le chemin de Bulstrode, afin de rendre praticable 
la voie de communication la plus directe entre la ville des Trois-Riviéres et 
une trés grande partie des townships de l'est, et faciliter l'établissement des 
terres incultes.!2/ 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON répond que le gouvernement n'a pas encore pris le 
sujet en considération, mais qu'il le fera aussit6t que les estimés seront 
votés; ils contiendront probablement une appropriation de fonds pour cet 
objet .128 


oa 
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[QUESTION RE: SHERBROOKE. ] 


On the question for the second reading of the bill to constitute Sherbrooke 
a municipality, a long discussion ensued, in which the necessity was urged on 
the government to bring in a general measure for the establishment of new 
registry offices in the several new electoral counties.!29 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: NAVIGATION. ] 


MR. BROWN moved an Address to His Excellency, praying that Regulations may 
be adopted and promulgated by the Governor in Council, pursuant to the provi- 
sions of the Act 16 Victoria, cap. 166139 [oR] Act 16th Vic., Cap. 167,13! with 
reference to the regulations of the number of Steerage Passengers that may be 
carried by Steamboats in this Province, so that such Regulations may be in force 
at the opening of navigation.!32 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB intimated that the Government would take the 
matter up.133 


MR. BROWN said that his sole object in putting the notice on the paper had 
been to call the attention of the Government to the subject that steps might be 
taken to prevent those evils which have existed in the crowds of steerage 
passengers on small steamers, before the navigation opened. That end having 
been gained, he would withdraw his motion.!34 


FOOTNOTES: 19 MARCH 1855. 
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GLOBE, “27 March 1855. ‘This newspaper here reports Sir Allan MacNab's 
amendment was to postpone the second reading of the bill for six months. 
Later in the debate, the same newspaper provides conflicting information 
(footnote 122): "The amendment of Sir Allan Macnab to give the Bill a 
three months' hoist was then carried". The JOURNALS, page 714, record that 
his amendment was to postpone the second reading for three months. 
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GLOBE, 27 March 1855. Earlier in the debate this same newspaper reports 
Sir Allan MacNab moved "in amendment, that the Bill be read a second time 
this day six months." This information (footnote 55) conflicts with the 
information in footnote 122 and with the JOURNALS, page 714, where the 
amendment was to postpone the second reading for three months. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 26 March 1855, comments that the debate "lasted for 
four hours, on the question of determining by public statute, the period 
at which Parliament should assemble." The commentary adds that the vote 
was taken at "half-past eleven o'clock this evening" (19 March 1855). 
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MORNING CHRONICLE, 21 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 27 March 1855. Telegraph (PILOT, 21 March 1855) differs from the 
GLOBE, and reports Mr. Brown's motion for an address concerned "Act 16th 
Vic., Cap. 167". This Act is reported.lin» aynumbern (off telegranm reports - 
and relates to the regulating of the navigation of the Provincial waters. 
Act 16 Victoria, Cap. 166 pertains to a bill which exempts vessels from 
the duty imposed to provide for the medical treatment of sick mariners. 
Tellecraph (PlLOl eis Masch igo»: 

GLOBE, 27 March 1855. 
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TUESDAY, 20 MARCH 1855. 


(715) 

MR. SPEAKER laid before the House, Return from the Police Magistrate of the 
City of Quebec, received in pursuance of the Order of this House of the 8th of 
November last. 

For the said Return, see Appendix (A.A.A.) 


Mr. Speaker reported to the House, That the Recognizance to the Petition of 
Lemuel Cushing, Esquire, complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Argenteuil, is unobjectionable. 


The following Petitions were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Clarke,--The Petition of Michael Haller and others, of the Village of 
Preston, tn the County of Waterloo. 

By Mr. Niles,--The Petitton of the Municipal Council of the County of 
Middlesex. 

By Mr. Masson,--The Petitton of Paul Besserer and others, of the Parish of 
St. Clet, County of Soulanges, Censitatres; and the Petition of the Reverend T. 
Brassard, Curé, and others, of the Parish of St. Ignace du Coteau du Lae, County 
of Soulanges. se sbi i ae 

By Mr. Sanborn,--The Petition of the Municipal Council of the County of 
Sherbrooke; and the Petition of William Smith and others, of the Township of 
Brampton. 

By Mr. Fournter,--The Petition of the Munictpal Council of the County of 
Le tehet. 

By Mr. Angus Morrtson,--The Petition of Joseph Woodruff, Clerk of the Peace 
for the United Counties of Lincoln and Welland, and J.H.S. Dolmage on behalf of 
the Clerks of the Peace for Upper Canada; the Petition of G.W. Allan, (Mayor of 
Toronto,) and other Stockholders of the Provincial Insurance Company; and the 
Petttion of the Reverend John Campbell and others, of the Township of Nottawa- 
saga, in the County of Simcoe. 

By Mr. Cooke,--The Petition of the Reverend A. Mignault and others, Roman 
Catholics, of the Parish of Ste. Angélique, in the County of Ottawa; and the 
Petition of the Municipal Council, Division No. 2, of the County of Ottawa. 

By Mr. Btggar,--The Petttton of James Powles and others, Chtefs and War- 
riors, of the Stx Nattons Indians. 

By Mr. McCann,--The Petition of the Muntctpality of the Township of East 
Hawkesbury, in the County of Prescott. 

By Mr. Stdney Smtth,--The Petition of Donald Cameron and others, of the 
Townshtp of Darlington, in the County of Durham. 

By Mr. Bellingham,--The Petition of Owen Owens and others, of Grenville, 
Chatham, and Argenteuil. 
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By Mr. James Ross,--The Petition of the Belleville Gas Company. 

By Mr. Brown,--The Petttton of Joseph Hilborn, Post Master, and others, of 
the Townshtp of Bosanquet and vicinity; the Petttton of J.M. Eastman and others, 
of the Township of Williams and vicinity; the Petttton of Richard F. Freeland 
and others, of the Township of Bosanquet, in the County of Lambton; the Petition 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Cavanagh and others, Mothers and Daughters, of the Township of 
Williams and vicinity; the Petition of Willtam Ross, Deputy Assistant Clerk of 
the House; and the Petition of Mrs. Sarah Hilborn and others, Mothers and Daugh- 
ters, of the Township of Bosanquet and vicinity. 
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By Mr. Mackenzte,--The Petttton of the Munictpality of the United Townships 
of Moulton and Sherbrooke, County of Haldimand; and the Petition of John Dean, 
of the Townshtp of North Cayuga, in the County of Haldimand, farmer. 

By Mr. Turcotte,--The Petttton of Pierre Lessard and others, of the Parish 
of Ste. Ursule. 

‘By Mr. Loranger,--The Petition of the Reverend T.S. Brassard, Curé, and 
others, of the Parish of La Conversion de St. Paul, in the County of Joltette. 

By Mr. Egan,--The Petition of Hugh Gorman and others, of the Township of 
Buckingham, County of Ottawa. ie 











Ordered, That the Return relative to the Papter Terrier of certain Ftefs and 
Setgnitortes, presented yesterday, be printed for the use of the Members of thts 
House. 


Sur motion de MR. BUREAU, | 
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Ordered, That Mr. Valots have leave of absence for three weeks. 


Ordered, That the Petition of Victoria College of Cobourg; the Petition of 
the Reverend P.H. Suzor and others; and the Petition of J.B. Desrosiers and 
others, of the Counties of Bagot and Drummond, be printed for the use of the 
Members of thts House. 





Ordered, That the Accounts of the Supervisor of Cullers for the year 1854, 
be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


Ordered, That Mr. Soltettor General Smith have leave to bring in a Bill to 
determine the course of the division or side Lines of the Lots in certain 
Coneesstons tn the Townshtp of Smith. 

He accordingly presented the said Btll to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Friday next. 








Ordered, That Mr. Soltcttor General Smith have leave to bring in a Btll to 
determine the manner in which the diviston or side Lines of the Lots in the 
Township of Wolfe Island shall be drawn. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Friday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Solicitor General Smtth have leave to bring in a Btll to 
amend the Acts relating to Land Surveyors. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time ... ; and ordered to be read a second time 
on Tuesday next. 





The Honorable Mr. Cameron, from the Standing Commtttee on Mtscellaneous 
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Private Bills, presented to the House the Twenty-third Report of the satd Com- 
mittee; whtch was read, as followeth:-- 

Your Commtttee have examined the Bill to renew the Charter of the Humber 
Harbour Company, and also the Bill to incorporate L'Hospice de St. Joseph de la 
Maternité de Québec, and to each of the said Bills they have prepared certain 
amendments, which they have the honor to report for the consideration of Your 
Honorable House. 
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Mr. Holton, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petitions complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Megantte, informed the House, That the Committee had been engaged for 
several days tin the careful examination of the satd Petitions, and that the 
Counsel for the Petitioners have applied for a Commission upon the grounds that 
sufftetent evidence would be wanting here to enable him to prove the vartous 
allegattons in the said Petitions. That the Committee have granted the request 
of the Counsel for the Petitioners, and appotnted William Power, Esquire, Judge 
of the Ctreutt Court of Quebec, as Commtsstoner tin this case. 

Ordered, That the Select Committee on the Megantic Election Petitions have 
leave to adjourn until such time as the Speaker of this House shall, by hts 
Warrant, dtrect them to reassemble pursuant to "The Electton Petittons Act of 
1851," and take the proceedings of the said Commisston into consideration. 


The Honorable John Sandfteld Macdonald reported from the General Committee 
of Elections, the Amended Panels. 





Ordered, That the Bill to tineorporate L'Hosptce de St. Joseph de la Mater- 
nité de Québec, as reported from the Standing Committee on Miscellaneous Private 
Bills, be committed to a Committee of the whole House, for Wednesday the twenty- 
etghth instant. 





Ordered, That the Btll to renew the Charter of the Humber Harbour Company, 
as reported from the Standing Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills, be 
commttted to a Committee of the whole House, for Thursday next. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND having risen to move the second reading of the Bill to 
reform the Municipal System of Lower Canada, 2-- 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) said there had been a clear understanding that 
the Militia Bill would be taken up to-day, and the members had prepared them- 
selves accordingly.? 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB denied that there had been any such under- 
standing.4 


MR. MACKENZIE considered there had been a clear understanding to that 
effect, and it was unfair in the Government now to substitute a measure which 
hon. members did not expect to come on.? 


MR. A. DORION (de Montréal) trouve étonnant que ce bill se trouve aujour- 
dhuislaspremier*ordre dw jour, sans que la chambre.en ait eté avertie, et sans 
que les membres aient pu se préparer a la discussion, surtout aprés la promesse 
presque formelle, faite vendredi pour le ministére, d'amener aujourd'hui le bill 
de: milice., Il y a eu une assez longue discussion vendredi sur ce sujet, et il a 
été compris par tous les membres que le bill de milice serait aujourd'hui le 
premier ordre du jour, et les membres se sont préparés en conséquence, ne 
s'attendant pas du tout a discuter le bill municipal aujourd'hui: Il semble que 
le gouvernement veuille constamment se moquer des membres et agir en dictateur 
vis-a-vis d'eux en ne deignant méme pas leur donner un jour d'avis sur les 
mesures qu'il désire faire discuter.© 


Plusieurs membres parlent dans le méme tems que M. Dorion, aprés quoi,’ 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB dit que le gouvernement prendra le bill qu'il lui 
plaira sans s'occuper de ce que désire l'opposition, et que quand il sera prét 
sur une mesure quelconque, il l'aménera devant la chambre si bon lui semble.8 
(ohn! )? 
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MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengary) said that hon. gentlemen opposite were fond of 
quoting British practice. “Te awould be a cood “thine tethey awoul dricop yan hie 
practice of the House of Commons in this, that members always came knowing 
precisely what measure would come up for discussion.19 


After some further conversation, the Government intimated that they had made 
up their mind to go on with the Municipal Bill first, and, if their (sic) should 
be time, the Militia Bill would be taken next.!1 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND then proceeded to explain his Bill.42 The question 
involved was whether Lower Canada should have the same municipal privileges and 
institutions as Upper Canada. The objections he supposed to the second reading 
of the bill would be of two kinds--those to the principle conferring the right 
of local self-taxation on the people, and to the introduction of the particular 
machinery for that purpose which had worked so satisfactorily in Upper Canada, 
into this part of the Province. The former kind of objection was somewhat 
antediluvian in its nature, and came too late, since the principle had been 
already introduced into our legislation, though in a very imperfect manner, and 
the right was already used in many parts of the Province. With regard as well 
to that principle as to the new machinery for carrying it out, he believed the 
opinion of Lower Canada almost universal in its favor. hey waster wesetiva tien 
looking back he found that the Parish and Township municipalities now sought to 
be re-introduced, had before existed and had been abolished, but he believed 
that previous statute had been repealed before it had had a fair trial. If the 
gentleman who framed that bill and those who had been charged with carrying it 
out, had had the experience now possessed by legislature and people, it would 
have been made eminently successful, and... it would succeed now. For many 
parish purposes the present !3 county!4 municipalities were found too large. 
Members attending them had often to travel 15 or 20, and in the county of the 
hon. member for Drummond and Arthabaska 30 or 40 miles, and stop 3 or 4 days to 
regulate matters the majority of which could be better settled in their own 
Parishes. Besides, so imperfect was the present law, that in those places where 
the municipal institutions had been most successfully worked it had been done by 
the Council making a law for themselves. The municipal system was one of the 
best means of educating the people in self-government, and teaching how best to 
use the free institutions with which they had been blessed. The bill before the 
House was not however simply a Municipal Act. It had been his object in framing 
tt to form?a sort of ruralycodes in which= the people in the runalwdistricts 
might find condensed in a small space all the law necessary for the management 
of their local affairs.4> It had been objected to that it was too long, but he 
considered that its chief merit consisted in its comprising so much legislation 
within so small a compass. He had succeeded in getting into 35 pages what in 
the Upper Canada Acts occupied at least 150.16 He had condensed all the road 
laws and laws relating to local assessment relating to this part of the Prov- 
ince. On the former subject a great mass of conflicting legislation had been in 
existence, sufficient to fill two or three volumes of statutes of the ordinary 
size--one of them alone nearly equalling in bulk this bill. A whole page was 
necessary to recite the titles of the acts repealed and replaced by this meas- 
ure. Another great difficulty was the great trouble which would be felt by a 
people even more literate than the Canadians in carrying such laws so framed 
into effect. In this measure he had attempted to make the language as simple, 
clear and intelligible as possible, and had added a large number of forms to be 
used, carrying out its provisions. He hoped and believed this would have the 
effect of doing away with much litigation now unfortunately found necessary. 
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Many honorable members knew that under the old law the application for ratifica- 
tion of a procés verbal of a road had been pending for years in the Quarter 
Sessions, “on some occasions as long as ten years. And under the present system 
of Municipal law the jurisprudence was so conflicting that the people did not 
know how to act. He might dwell on the excellencies of Municipal institutions, 
but he felt it was not necessary in that assembly of educated and enlightened 
men, and he believed the people of Lower Canada were satisfied of its excel- 
lencies.!’ If any one still doubted the benefit of Municipal Institutions, he 
would invite them to look at their effect in Upper Canada. On the other hand 
hon. gentlemen from Upper Canada should not look upon the Lower Canadians as so 
very far in arrear, if they were not so much in favour of Municipal Institutions 
as they might be. They should remember that when the first Municipal system was 
proposed by Lord Sydenham, the great mass of the population of Upper Canada were 
opposed to those institutions. (No! No!) With all the influence of Lord 
Sydenham and his Council, the measure was only carried through the House by a 
bare majority of 1. Yet the people of Upper Canada had found out their error, 
and no people had proved so rapidly and so well the advantage of Municipal 
Institutions as they had done.18 


MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) votera pour la seconde lecture du bill, mais il 
ne veut pas par ce vote en approuver tous les détails, qui sont trés défectueux 
sous plusieurs rapports.!9 [He] should object to many of its details when it 
came before the Committee of the whole. 


MR. BUREAU would not oppose it if the clauses providing for the payment of 
jurors by Municipal Councils were to be taken out.2t 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND dit que cette partie sera retranchée complétement, et 
que d'ailleurs le bill sera référé aA un comité de toute la chambre, pour qu'il 
subisse des amendements s'il est nécessaire, afin de le rendre aussi parfait que 
possible. 22 


MR. BUREAU would then vote for the second and probably the third reading of 
the bill1.23 


MR. GALT regretted that, owing to the understanding that the Militia bill 
would have been brought up, not the one before the House, he was not prepared to 
enter on the discussions, as he had intended to do. His first great objection 
to the measure was, that it interfered with the present law, which was, as he 
contended, working satisfactorily in the townships, and if he was not mistaken 
in other portions of the Province also.--That system was much less cumbrous than 
the one proposed in the bill before the House. There were many objections to 
the measure, which he must content himself to discuss in committee, though he 
should have preferred to do so on the second reading.24 The Attorney General 
would find that though he might have succeeded in taking advantage of the 
confidence which for once the Opposition had placed in the promises of the 
Government, the absence of that confidence which their conduct to-night would 
confirm, would not tend much to assist their measures through the House. (Hear, 
hear.) The opposition were charged with delaying the public business. But what 
were the facts? Parliament had now been in session for a month, and this was 
positively the first Government measure that had been brought to the stage of a 
second reading. (Hear, hear.) Whenever the Opposition had interfered, it had 
not been to trammel the Government but to urge them to bring forward their 
measures. (Hear, hear.) It was not surely by the Opposition that the Inspector 
General had been prevented up to this moment from bringing down the Public 


2301 


Accounts of last year. (Hear, hear.) Lt) was) notwthe faults orethes Opposition 
that the Legislative Council Bill had only been brought down last Friday. 
(Hear, hear.) If there had been any detention of the public business, and such 
there had been, it surely could not be charged on any others than the gentlemen 
on the Treasury Benches, who enjoyed the confidence of the majority of this 
House.22 Cependant il votera pour la seconde lecture du bill, quoiqu'il n'en 
approuve pas les détails.26 : 


MR. SOMERVILLE looked on this measure as of even more importance to Lower 
Canadians than the militia bill, and he should be happy to vote for it.--He 
congratulated the Hon. Attorney General East in the course he had taken with 
respect to this bill. He had brought it down early in the session, and given 
the people throughout the country as well as hon. members, ample opportunity to 
examine its provisions. He thought the details would require very careful 
consideration by hon. members, and he hoped to see them carefully examined and 
discussed in Committee, so that no fresh changes would be required for years to 
come. One of the great drawbacks to the effective working of their present and 
past system, had been its frequent changes. Just as the people had learned how 
to work one act, it was repealed and another substituted for it.2/ 


MR. POWELL accused the opposition of displaying a factious spirit in oppos- 
ing any and every thing that was done by the ministry.28 


MR. MACKENZIE would vote for the second reading without discussion. He 
liked the municipal system and was always glad to aid in its developement and 
extension. He had stood before three different Colonial Ministers on different 
occasions to demand municipal institutions for Upper Canada, before they got 
them. He was surprised to hear the hon. Attorney General East say, that the 
people of Upper Canada had ever been opposed to municipal institutions.29 How 
does the Bytown Registry Office get on? (Great laughter.) It was evident that 
the Attorney General east knew very little of Upper Canada, or he would not have 
hazarded the remark that its people had ever been opposed to Municipal Institu- 
tions. (Hear, hear.) The very reverse was the case, and bill after bill had 
been passed by the House of Assembly, 9 and sent ... up to the Legislative 
Council,3!--a body of needy, greedy men, who represented none but themselves?2-- 
where the friends of the hon. and gallant knight had always managed to kill 
them.?3 He agreed with the member for Sherbrooke that there was much room for 
blaming the ministry for having done so little. They had now been here for four 
weeks, and all those twelve gentlemen, receiving their £1000 a year from the 
public, had done was to bring down this bill to the promise of a second reading. 
They were a most miserable race of incapables. (Order.) He knew that it was 
not a py te nes phrase that he had used, but a better one did not suggest 
PE Sele 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND thought it a pity that the members of the administra- 
tion were not like the hon. member for Haldimand, and that they did not bring in 
and carry through the House so many practical, impartial, well-digested, and 
successful measures as he had done.?6 [Ell dit»ave Verministéraactuel ne 
mérite pas les reproches de l'hon. membre pour Sherbrooke?’. This administra- 
tion, formed in the middle of a session, had laid before and carried through the 
Parliament more important measures than any other in the same length of time. 
They had passed the Reciprocity Act, the Clergy Reserves Act, settling a long 
pending dispute which has kept up a most awful agitation; the Seigniorial Tenure 
bill, which changed for the better the tenure of a great part of the lands in 
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Lower Canada. They had laid before the House their Legislative Council bill, 
and Militia bill, and had brought this measure to give Lower Canada a complete 
municipal system and rural code, to its second reading. Yet they were taunted 
with doing nothing one day, while the next they were perhaps blamed for doing 
too much. One day they were too tardy in going on with their measures,--the 
next they were pressing them too fast. Even this measure which had been before 
the country for months, of which several copies had been sent to the secretary 
and treasurer of every municipality in the country, this measure it seemed took 
the hon member28 [OR] took honorable gentlemen by surprise.°? 


MR. FERRES thought a standing form of objection to all Government measures 
should be drawn up for the use of the opposition. They reminded him of the 
soldier tied up to the triangles--Whether the drummer hit high or hit low, it 
was never in the right spot. So proceed as ministers would, fast or slow, the 
opposition was sure never to be suited. There could be but one opinion about 
feo) Jalal alae It would be of great use to the country, a great boom (sic) con- 
ferred upon the people. It was drawn up too in a plain manner, so as to be 
comprehensible by any intelligent man, whether versed in law or not. He was 
happy to see the Attorney General had avoided all puzzling technicalities of 
expression. He thought this and the seigniorial tenure act would do honor to 
the reputation of the Attorney General as a statesman. There were several 
objectionable details in the bill, but he believed in its general features it 
was highly acceptable to the country. One objection raised among his constitu- 
ents was to the appointment of County Superintendents of roads, an expense which 
might be avoided, and the duty done by the ordinary parish or township officers. 
Another defect in the measure was that it did not give Councillors the right to 
pay themselves for their time while serving in that capacity. It was also 
necessary to limit the right to take railway stock to a certain percentage of 
the assessed property. The right to tax a man's profession, also his means or 
mode of getting a living, was vicious in principle. A man should be taxed on 
fas reilroad property or his income, not because he belonged to a certain 
profession, which perhaps proved unremunerative to him. The tax to pay jurors 
shold ibe amcrstbict, rate, payable to a district officer, net a county or 
township rate. These were objections of more or less importance to details of 
the measure which might be amended in Committee, but the bill as a whole was a 
boon cohferred (sic) upon the country and would be regarded as such by the 
people.49 Il complimente en méme tems le procureur-général (M. Drummond) sur la 
promptitude avec laquelle il 1l'a soumis a la chambre”™~. 


MR. SANBORN said that honorable members could not fail to be pleased with 
the manner in which the member for East Missisquoi accorded support and praise 
to the hon. Attorney General, and the gracious manner in which the Attorney 
General received it, when they remembered how that hon. gentleman had taken such 
especial pains to defeat the election of the member for East Missisquoi, and the 
noise made about it at the time.--They might indulge hopes that the mil[{1]Jennial 
age had come. One would think to hear the member for East Missisquoi that 
children yet unborn would rise up to bless the Attorney General for this bill, 
and that it had been received by the country with universal approbation.42 lite 
was very satisfactory and pleasing to see the Christian spirit in which the hon. 
member could forgive injuries, and by his praise heap coals of fire on the heads 
of his enemies. (Hear, hear.)43 From this opinion he dissented--and the hon. 
gentleman had furnished good ground for his dissent in the very serious objec- 
tions he had urged to some of the most important features of the bill.--It had 
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been admitted that frequent change was an evil; was this change needed. Though 
the Attorney General had spoken as if he were about introducing Municipal insti- 
tutions into Lower Canada, they had nevertheless long existed, and had been 
satisfactorily worked, and their value and mode of working properly understood 
these many years in Lower Canada and he believed the present law could be still 
worked without all this new and cumbrous machinery.--He believed county munici- 
palities better than Parish or Township, but public opinion seemed to demand the 
latter, and he would yield his personal views on that subject, and not vote 
against the second reading. The Attorney General was not the person to sneer at 
the hon. member for Haldimand about the want of success of his measures.44 I1 
dit "que M."Drumnond nat pas Veadreit, pour ‘sa part. dese .tetre iter de cla 
promptitude avec laquelle la mesure de la Tenure Seigneuriale et celle qui est 
en discussion aujourd'hui, ont été soumises a la chambre et sont devenues lois. 
Le bill municipalest “devant Te public dépuis six ou sept ans, et Pio nien est 
encore rendu qu'a sa seconde lecture--ce qui prouve que le procureur-général 
peut se vanter d'avoir législaté promptement sur cette question. Quant a la 
question de la Tenure Seigneuriale, il (M. D.) a présenté deux bills qui ont été 
nourin au Conseil Legstsiatit. te dernier ‘quid a fast (a, €té vadopre pare aa 
chambres mats ‘le conseil Wa *rejetée et’ en a Talt-Un tout ditterent, qwemse 
procureur-général a ignominieusement accepté et qu'il a fait passer malgré la 
majorité des représentants du Bas-Canada.4> So many charges were introduced 
into it, indeed, that the hon. and learned Attorney General should have refused 
to accept them, or acknowledge his error respecting the proper mode of legisla- 
tion on the subject--as a responsible constitutional minister was bound to do-- 
by retiring from the Government.46 Jusque-la il avait toujours soutenu que les 
seigneurs n'avaient droit qu'd deux sols pour leurs cens et rentes, mais le 
Conseil Législatif en a décidé autrement, et il s'est seulement soumis 4 cette 
décision, admettant par 1a qu'il s'était toujours trompé pendant tant d'années. 
Il a réellement droit de s'en féliciter aujourd'hui. (Ecoutez! écoutez!)4/ 


The discussion of the measure was continued in French by MR. POULIOT, 
MR. CHABOT, MR. THIBAUDEAU, MR. MARCHILDON, MR. O. FORTIER (Bellechasse) and 
MR. A. DORION4S, 


MR. POULIOT would vote against the second reading, though his views has 
(Sic) been rather in “favor of these’ institutions. His constituents, however, 
were opposed to this measure, and he was there to represent their views.49 


MR. THIBAUDEAU would support the second reading as the jury clauses were to 
be withdrawn, but should endeavor to obtain alterations in the details in 
committee. 9 


MR. CHABOT supported the bill warmly. It was not true that the people of 
Lower Canada did not appreciate the benefits of Municipal institutions. No 
Ministry could stand a day which attempted to abolish them. When this measure 
came to be fully understood and fairly in operation among them it would give 
general satisfaction.°! 


MR. MARCHILDON opposed the bill. 2 


MR. A. DORION (of Montreal) quite agreed with the Hon. Mr. Chabot about the 
appreciation of Municipal institutions by the people of Lower Canada; but so 
full of defects was this bill of the Attorney General, that he was sure that if 
it were passed in its present shape no ministry would have a chance to stand 
that dade not anenealy ait. If it passed at all it must be after it had been 
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altered from one end to the other, like the Attorney General's famous seignio- 
rial opiln.>? 


The second reading was agreed to4, 


In moving that the bill be referred to a committee of the whole, 

MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND spoke at considerable length. In the course of his 
speech he referred to Mr. Sanborn's remarks in regard to the member for Missis- 
quoi. It was quite true that he (the Attorney General) opposed the return of 
the member for Missisquoi at the last general election? (as he had supported 
others), But why did he do so? Because he considered the policy he desired 
to see carried out was opposed by that hon. gentleman. But since that hon. 
gentleman came into the House he found that he had sustained the policy which he 
(the Attorney General) had in view. (Hear, hear.) He had therefore extended 
the right hand of fellowship towards that hon. gentleman as he was willing to do 
in any similar case, being willing to waive all private feelings in order to 
work with any man who was disposed to contribute to the public good. The member 
for Compton was quite indignant at the member for Missisquoi supporting him (the 
Attorney General) [and] at the idea of his displaying any Christian feeling 
towards him. He wished the member for Missisquoi to abstain from supporting the 
government, because one of the members of the government had opposed him at his 
election.2’ He knew nothing so terrible in that. It was assuredly much more 
gratifying and honorable to see men who had been opponents coming to work 
together to promote the public interest 8 (Oh!)°9 than to see one owing some- 
thing to a public man desert him in that cause9 [OR] without cause, ol and 
needlessly attack him. It was much more statesmanlike and high-minded to for- 
give a political opponent than to desert or betray a friend.©2 It was more 
worthy and noble in a statesman to shew that he could forgive an enemy, than to 
maintain a grudge (Oh!) and there was one fact which he owed it to the member 
for Missisquoi to state. In the course of the late general election, he heard 
that hon. gentleman tell the people®? [OR] the hon. gentleman had told him in 
the presence of others, 64 that he did not oppose the ministry, because he (the 
Attorney General) formed a part of it, but that on the contrary he wished to see 
him in any ministry that might be formed. On that point, therefore, there had 
been no change in the hon. member.°2 Was it wonderful then that they had not 
continued the political animosity displayed during the canvass for the country 
[after] they had entered that House. The hon. member for Compton had also 
referred, as had other hon. members to the alterations made in the Seignorial 
Bill by the Legislative Council and his acceptance of them, and efforts to 
have [them] accepted by that House. Now the great object he had had in view in 
all his efforts had been the abolition of the tenure, the freeing of the land 
from the burdens it laid upon it. He proposed a bill to effect that object, and 
his bill passed that House; but the plan that has satisfied them did not satisfy 
the Legislative Council, and they substituted another plan to attain the same 
end. Was it his duty then to refuse to accept the change, based as the new 
scheme was on just principles as well as his own? He would have been ashamed of 
himself if he had done so--if he had allowed any feeling of obstinacy or person- 
al vanity to prevent him from bringing such a great question to a solution. Had 
he done so, hon. members opposite would have been the first to blame him for a 
desertion of duty. When carried out that measure will prove the greatest pos- 
sible boon to the country, and it would rather add to, than diminish his satis-— 
faction at the result that he had secured it at the, at all events, temporary 
loss of some proportion of his personal popularity.©6 
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MR. BROWN asked whether the payment of Jurors would be made out of the 
Consolidated Revenue or out of Municipal Funds.©/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND said he intended to withdraw the clause that made it 
imperative on Municipalities to provide for the payment of Jurors. The Govern- 
ment would make some other provision but in such a way as would be no burden to 
the people of Upper Canada.°8 


MR. SANBORN questioned the propriety of an allusion by the hon. and learned 
Attorney General to any statement made by him in the course of private conversa- 
tion, to the effect that he supported the late Ministry because he (the Attorney 
General) was a member of it. He would not deny the assertion, nor should he 
conceive himself justified in stating what took place at a private caucus, at 
which he was privileged to attend (if such had taken place) in which the hon. 
and learned gentleman had denounced any such coalitijon as that of which he is 
now part.©9 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--I deny having done so./9 
MR. SANBORN had not asserted that such was the case./1 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND.--The hon. and learned member has misunderstood what I 
said. I made no allusion to any private conversation. I merely referred to a 
fact notorious enough that myself and friends of the late administration sup- 
ported him, and used every effort to secure his return at the last election, 
upon the understanding that he was a supporter of ours. As such he was 
elected. /2 


MR. SANBORN did not deny that he was elected by a supporter of the late 
Administration, or that his personal relations with the hon. Attorney General 
made him regard that Ministry with more favor than he otherwise would have done. 
But he was not elected to support the present Ministry. He was where he ever 
had been. It was the hon. Attorney General who had turned aside from his 
course. He supported the principles on which he was elected, and those which 
were sanctioned by his constituents. He trusted he should not be induced by 
private friendship or private enmity to depart from that simple line of duty/ 
[OR] love of duty. /4 


MR. FERRES said what the Attorney General had stated respecting their inter- 
view during the canvass, was true; and having that much confidence in the hon. 
and learned gentleman then, believing him to have done the duties of his office 
well, was it surprising that he should regard him with a still more favorable 
eye, now that he was associated with those political friends with whom he 
(Mee r.) *had "acted ever Since: heshademixed in polttlcsrat all? Site was ones thine 
to carry on as he had done, a fierce political war in the newspapers, another to 
discharge faithfully the duties imposed on him, as a member of that House. He 
had entered Parliament with a determination to let the past be forgotten, and, 
irrespective of old prejudices and animosities, to give his assistance and 
support to any Government which he believed to labor honestly to promote the 
best /9 [OR] true interests of ‘the country. /6 


The bill was then referred. // 


(TEP) 
The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to reform the 
Munictpal System of Lower Canada, and to establish County, Partsh, and Township 
Munictpalittes therein, being read; 
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The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Cartier, and the Question being put, That the Bill be now read a second 
time; the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, 
as follow:-= 


(717-718) 
YEAS. 

Messieurs Alleyn, Brodeur, Bureau, Burton, Cartter, Casault, Cauchon, 
Cayley, Chabot, Chapais, Chisholm, Christie, Church, Cooke, Crawford, Crysler, 
Daly, Jean B. Daoust, Desaulniers, DeWitt, Dtonne, Jean B.E. Dorion, Antotne A. 
Dorion, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, 
Foley, Thomas Fortter, Octave C. Fortier, Fournier, Frazer, Galt, Gill, Guévre- 
mont, Hartman, Holton, Labelle, Laporte, Lemieux, Loranger, Lyon, Macbeth, 























Mongenatis, Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Munro, Murney, Niles, Patrick, 
Polette, Poulin, Powell, Prévost, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Soltettor General 
Ross, James Ross, Shaw, Soltcitor General Smith, Somerville, Spence, Stevenson, 


Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Valois, Wilson, and Yetlding.--(78.) 
CZLe)) 




















NAYS. 
Poultet .—-(8~) 
So it was resolved in the Affirmative. 
The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House, for Friday next. 


A Message from the Legislative Council, by John Fennings Taylor, Esquire, 
one of the Masters in Chancery:-- 

Mr. Speaker, 

The Legislative Council have passed the Bill, intttuled, "An Act to vest in 
Edward Shortis, of Toronto, Esquire, the Road or Concession Allowance between 
Lots numbers fifteen and stxteen in the sixth Concession of the Township of 
Thorah," without any Amendment: And also, 

The Legislative Council have passed a Bill, intituled, "An Act to amend the 
Act incorporating the Montreal Telegraph Company," to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

And then he wtthdrew. 


A Bill from the Legislative Council, intituled, "An Act to amend the Act 
incorporating the Montreal Telegraph Company," was read for the first time. 

On motton of Mr. Holton, seconded by Mr. Antoine Aimé Dorton, 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time on Thursday next. 





The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, one.of Her Majesty's Executive 
Council, presented, pursuant to an Address to His Excellency the Governor 
General,--Return to an Address from the Legislative Assembly of the 28th ultimo, 
for copy of Mr. Jarvis's Report relative to the Survey of the proposed Caughna- 
waga Canal, and the amount of the cost of such Survey as submitted by the satd 
Engtneer. 

For the said Return, see Appendix, (G.G.G.) 

Ordered, That one thousand Copies extra of the said Return, and accompanying 
documents, be printed in English, and five hundred Copies extra in French, for 
the use of the Members of thts House. 
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The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to regulate the 
Militia of this Province, and to repeal the Acts now in force for that purpose, 
betng read; 

The Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab moved, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Cartter, and the Question being proposed, That the Bill be now read a second 
time; 

Mr. Holton moved in amendment to the Questton, seconded by Mr. Galt, That 
the word "now" be left out, and the words "this day six months" added at the end 
thereof; 

And a Debate arising thereupon; 








MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB in moving the second reading of the Militia bill 
said it involved no new principle: it merely involved the rendering effective a 
force already in existence. He hoped he should be able to prove that it was 
called for.’8 Its details could best be discussed in Committee of the whole. 
He did not consider it so perfect that it could not be amended with the assis- 
tance of hon. members who desired to have the defences of the Province at a 
period like the present placed on a proper footing./9 He had desired to go on 
with it, but the Municipal Bill of his hon. and learned friend having been long 
before the House and standing before his bill, and he being very anxious to take 
it up, the Government had consented, though he had been very anxious to go on 
withthe’ Militia” BLT] in ‘the early—part .of "they (sic) day.— With regard” to’ the 
bill itself, the Government had decided to change the clause which made the act 
a permanent one.80 He had said almost everything about it that he could see any 
necessity for saying, but he might add that in Committee a clause would be 
inserted limiting the operation of the Bill to a period of three years and to 
the end of the next session of Parliament thereafter.8! All but the volunteer 
corps was already provided for by the law as at present existing; the bill 
before the House was only calculated to render that efficient which now only 
existed in name. It was not too much that at a time when the mother country was 
engaged in defence of the liberties of Europe, that this country should take 
upon itself some such provisions for its own defence if danger should arise, and 
for the security of order within its own boundaries. He believed this measure 
was a necessary and just one, and would be well received by the country, if 
passed. 


MR. MERRITT said he was much surprised to hear the hon. and gallant knight 
say that this bill involved no new principle.83 He wished he could agree with 
him, but he thought the House would not be able to disguise from themselves or 
from the country that it involved an entire change in the colonial policy of the 
mother country in reference to Canada. (Hear, hear.) No new principle! Why, 
it was the introduction of an entirely new system, which they found had laid 
down in the Commissioners' Report in three separate and distinct propositions. 
The first related to the re-organization of the militia, the subject taken up in 
the present Bill. The second was that the Province of Canada should assume a 
part of the expense of its own defence--that they should pledge the revenue of 
the country to bear the cost of repelling military invasion. The third was to 
institute a Provincial Police, changing the whole system of our Municipal Insti- 
tutions in Canada. As to re-organizing the militia he would be happy to support 
any Bill that would accomplish that object in a proper way, but he did not find 
that that was done by the measure now before the House.84 The Militia Bill of 
1846 may require amendment, and if the Commissioners had referred to the past 
history of Canada, they would have found a more simple and more effectual system 
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without subjecting the revenue to any expenditure.8° He referred to the organi- 
zation of the militia previous to the war of 1812. Under the Act of 180886, 40 
Geom ln. ‘cap: 1,87 they had in Canada the most perfect organization of militia 
that was to be found in any part of the world.88 [It] authorized the officer 
commanding each regiment to select two flank companies: they assembled for 
drill every Saturday, well armed and equipped, out of the military stores of the 
mother country, in whose war they were about to battle. After the Province was 
threatened with invasion, weekly drills were commenced, and were continued for 
about three months before war was proclaimed by the United States. On this 
event being notified to the captains of the different flank companies, the men 
were called out and assembled at different points and were on the march to the 
ison ee te ee WOME Olas. The different posts at Niagara, Lewiston89 [oR] 
Queenston, 29 Chippewa and Fort Erie, were occupied and connected with regular 
patrols in 24 hours. No better proof could be required of the efficiency of 
that militia organization. Their zeal, bravery, and activity after being assem- 
bled was shown by their deeds.?! (Here the hon. gentleman entered into the 
occurrences of the first campaign to prove the efficacy of the militia in 
1812.)92 There was at the time but one regiment of regular troops west of 
Kingston--the 4lst--and Captain Roberts’ company of veterans.2> The militia did 
the rest. (Hear, hear.) 24 The two flank companies of the 49th arrived ... 
before the battle of Queenston. The first campaign carried on by this force 
closed after successfully repelling four different invasions, capturing two 
armies, and the Forts Detroit and Michilmackinac, and subduing the present State 
of Michigan and all the territories west of it. Although all credit was due to 
the six or eight hundred regular troops who served, ... it was evidently impos- 
Sipleo ton them (¢G carrison ald the forts and military posts and defend {he 
frontier. The success of that campaign must be attributed to the bravery and 
efficiency of the militia and the Indians. He would put it to the common sense 
of every man whether it would not be safer and wiser to re-organize the militia 
in 1855 on the same plan which had proved so effective then. It was said that 
the proposed system was to be based on the same principle and similar in its 
details.--Quite the contrary.?° There were Wald oOusm DOLNtS) Of adi citeinicitson 
between the present scheme and the organization then. The Imperial Government 
furnished the militia then with clothing, with arms, and with accoutrements, on 
the ground that they were doing battle for the mother country, in a war under- 
taken by_that country. By. the present Bill the Province was to bear the 
expense. (Hear, hear.) 26 It was proposed now also to construct armories, and 
keepers of them were to be maintained at the expense of the Province.--Then 
fortifications, &c., were constructed at the expense of the Imperial Government, 
at an expense of millions, and these served us as arsenals, these being now 
abandoned for practical purposes. Now, also, the Province is divided into 18 
districts, creating a Parge additional number of officers at an additional 
unnecessary expense.?/ Then it was divided into no divisions.?8 Then the men 
were well drilled without pay until called out for active service. Then Volun- 
teer corps of all arms were formed without pay or reward. Now it is proposed to 
pay that lforeé out of the Provincial Revenue as weldlwasma: Poldcesfomce.us tLe 
believed no necessity existed now for any warlike preparation.?9 Why, with all 
the fortifications that already existed in the country, should they be put to 
the expense of building arsenals, &c., and that too when they had no despatches 
before them from the Home Government, shewing any necessity for this Province 
making any provision for its defences. The only information they had heard or 
seen was a minute of Council in reference to the Ordnance Lands, in which 
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allusion was made to a memorandum of a conversation between the late Inspector 
General and Sir Charles Trevelyan. But even that was not before the 
House, [and] they had no information as to the grounds they were going upon. If 
the gallant knight would shew that Canada was in the least danger of an inva- 
sion, no man would be more ready than himself to provide the means of her 
defence. But they all knew that at no period in the history of their country 
was there ever a better understanding with the United States than existed at the 
present moment. There was not a single armed vessel on all our frontier belong- 
ing to that Government, and their fortifications were fast going to decay, being 
abandoned, and without a soldier left in them, and when besides the United 
States, they knew that no earthly power could touch them except the Esquimaux on 
the north, what need was there for all these preparations? They were assuming 
an attitude of defence for which there was no necessity, and every man in Canada 
not interested in the new appointments would concur in this opinion. (Hear, 
hear.) The first intimation they had had of this scheme, for Canada to assume a 
part of her military defences was contained in a letter of Lord Grey, dated 18th 
March, 851. Lhe scheme then lard down) was) that Canadanshou! diincum aupant iol 
her own defence, except in so far as garrisons were to be retained at Quebec and 
Kingston. In return for this expenditure the Imperial Government would pay the 
Salary of the Governor General and would lend us the credit of the British 
nation for the developement of our resources and for public improvements. In 
connection with this scheme the organization of the pensioners to take the duty 
of constables was also recommended. This employment of the pensioners he 
(Mr. M.) had opposed, so did the Attorney General. He had always considered it 
an essential principle to leave to the inhabitants themselves the responsibility 
of preserving peace and order. In 1825 there were great riots on the Welland 
Canal, the Orangemen having resolved to drive off every Catholic from the Works. 
But order was restored by the civil force alone, by special constables sworn in, 
without the aid of any soldiers, militia, or police. He had never found the 
civil authority fail to maintain the peace anywhere but in Quebec. (Hear, 
hear.) At a subsequent period there were again riots on the Welland Canal. He 
found the police then employed inoperative, and dispensed with their services, 
and trusted to the men themselves to maintain the peace which they did. But, if 
they adopted this proposed Police system, and place them all under a central 
authority, a pretty state the country would be in. As to the expense of militia 
volunteers he thought they might take a good lesson from New York, where every 
man that did not serve as a volunteer, had to pay half a dollar as an equivalent 
for not furnishing equipments and [for] exemption from militia duties. 100 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB had not anticipated opposition from the honorable 
gentleman who had just spoken; for he had been a gallant militia officer him- 
self, doing service in the times he had spoken of. Under the old system, if re- 
introduced, they would have some 10019! [or] 700192 companies to be armed and 
drilled--a larger force and more expensive than they would know what to do with; 
and the burthen, instead of being borne by the whole country, would be cast on 
individuals.193 The hon. gentleman might say there was no danger of an inva- 
sion, but at a time like the present, however quiet might be the appearance of 
things, every wise man would consider it a prudent thing to make preparations. 
The hon. gentleman objected to the Province bearing a proportion of the expenses 
of her own defence, but he, (Sir Allan) had no hesitation in saying that, under 
the circumstances in which the Empire was at present placed, if unfortunately a 
war should spring up with the United States, he should feel ashamed of the 
Canadians if they insisted on the whole expense being thrown on the British 
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people! 94, especially now when she was fighting the battles of freedom and 
civilization in Europe. No country in the world was better able to bear this by 
no means heavy burden than Canada--as no people had attained to a higher pitch 
of prosperity than they under the institutions they were called on to defend.!95 
There was not a more efficient militia on the face of the earth than in the 
United States, and they were all volunteers raised according to the very scheme 
laiidadownedn this Bil lta creathepottion of it being copied from the Law of 
Massachusetts. He was surprised that the hon. member for Lincoln should have 
gone so much out of his way to find fault, but he was satisfied that of the 100 
hon. members who had listened to his speech, 99 of them did not understand even 
yet what his objections to his Bill were, 106 


MR. HOLTON admitted that at the present moment some measure for re-organiz-— 
ing the militia was necessary, but he was not satisfied with that now before the 
House. He had no desire to approach the question in a party spirit, and he 
regretted that the measure now submitted was not of that character which would 
enable members on both sides of the House to support it with the unanimity which 
was so desirable on a subject of this kind.107 Something was evidently neces- 
sary to be done, the troops being removed while Britain was at war with one of 
the foremost military powers of the world. He had hoped, then, that under the 
circumstances the Government would have brought down a measure calculated to 
secure the general approbation of the members of the house.!98 But the provi- 
sions of this bill which they were now called upon to weigh, involved such gross 
violations of privileges which Englishmen had been taught to prize above all 
price, that he was constrained to oppose it, and he should proceed to state, as 
briefly as possible, some of the grounds on which he did so oppose it. It had 
been a reproach frequently made against the present Government that the measures 
they had submitted were so-called Liberal measures at the hands of a Tory 
government--that they had taken up a work in which their hearts were not 
engaged, as the Attorney General East had said in reference to one of their most 
important measures. This, however, could not be said of the present bill. ie 
was essentially a Tory measure, the very quintessence of Toryism!99--he would 
endeavor to show.!190 (Hear, hear.) The first objection he had to the measure 
was that it went. to impose on this country all the burdens of independent 
sovereignty without conferring the rights and powers of independent sovereignty. 
lt proposed to charge on ‘this country the cost of wars in the declaration of 
which, in the causes producing which, they had no share, and in the termination 
of which they had no voice. That he declared to be an essentially Tory idea, as 
it never would have occurred to a Liberal statesman to impose on a people the 
waging of a war without giving them any voice in the direction or finishing of 
that war. (Hear, hear.) The next objection he had to the measure was that it 
conferred on the Executive, on the Governor 1 appointed by a power 1000 miles 
awayl12 who was responsible to the people, the power of the sword, and handed 
over along with it what had always in England been held to be the main safeguard 
of the liberties of the people, the power of the purse. To prove this asser- 
tion, that it placed in the hands of an irresponsible Governor the power of the 
purse, he had only to quote the 114th section of the bill, as follows:--"All 
sums of money required to defray any expense authorized by the Act, may be paid 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of this Province, upon warrant directed by 
the Governor to the Receiver General; and such warrants may be made in favor of 
the Adjutant General of militia, to enable him to pay such expense, or in favour 
of the party directly entitled to the money." (Hear, hear.) He repeated that 
this was essentially a Tory idea, and he would like to see the Liberal member of 
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this House, elected by a Liberal constituency, who would affirm so monstrous a 
doctrine. (Hear, hear.)!13 The salaries of the officers and pay of the men 
were not to be subjected, as in England, to an annual vote, but were granted by 
the, bili sex permanence.!14 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--No, they would be voted annually.!15 


MR. HOLTON.--It was not so set down in the Bill.!!6 It was a war measure in 
a time of the most profound peace with the only country with which we had any 
possibility of ever coming into collision.!17 Again, the measure was directly 
aimed, as one of hostility, at the United States!18, And it was all the more 
offensive that it was distinctly made irrepealable during a war with the United 
States. Where in the whole history of England could they find a parallel to 
this, of a minister framing a bill with special reference to a state of war with 
some nation, with which at the time England was at peace? It was nothing short 
of throwing down the gauntlet to the United Statesl19, inviting or challenging 
their hostility.!20 (Hear, hear.)42! Another most objectionable and decidedly 
Tory feature of the Bill, 122 was that it made every man a soldier, and compelled 
him not only to serve in the defence of his country, but to become part of an 
offensive force to serve out of the Province.!23 No such provision existed here 
or in the United States, or he believed in England. The militia was essentially 
a defensive force, and in England, even at the present time, in the midst of 
war, the government hesitated about resorting to compulsory enlistment.!24 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--The same provision is now in the Militia Act at 
present in force.!25 


MR. HOLTON.--Well, it should not be there, and did not, he believed, exist 
in either of the countries named. And he doubted very much whether the yeomanry 
of the country were prepared to become soldiers, and go out of the country to 
fight the battles of a quarrel in which they had no voice, at the bidding of an 
executive officer wholly irresponsible to them.!26 Even in England, although 
forces were so much required for the Crimea, the ministry shrunk from proposing 
an enforced enlistment. And why? Because Englishmen revolted at such tyranny. 
And yet they proposed to convert the whole population of this country into a 
soldiery, like an army bound to serve beyond the realm.!27 The obligation of 
every man to serve in this manner, when drafted, or find a substitute, was, he 
repeated, a peculiarly arbitrary and Tory measure.+28 (Hear, hear.) Another 
objection he had to the measure was that it was irrepealable in the time of war. 
That, he conceived, would be the very time when new legislation would be 
required. (Hear, hear.)!29 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB had already stated that that clause would be 
changed in Committee.!30 


MR. HOLTON.--Another clause was one which might have suited the hon. and 
gallant premier better during a former portion of his career, before he threw 
away his high notions of loyalty. He referred to that!3l clause which enacted 
the inferiority of colonists fighting on their own ground at their own cost to 
natives of the British islands. The /lst. clause provided that’ "officers ct Her 
Majesty's Regular Army shall always be reckoned senior to all militia officers 
of the same rank, whatever be the dates of the respective commissions; and 
colonels appointed by commission signed by the Commander of Her Majesty's Regu- 
lar Forces in Canada, shall command Colonels of militia, whatever be the date of 
their respective commissions."!32 
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MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--That is the law now.1!33 


[MR. HOLTON continued:] Yes, it was the law now, but we did not pay for the 
defence of the country now.!34 [He] said the case would be very different when 
this bill came into operation, the idea of the bill being that we were to make 
an army of our own, fighting our own battles at our own cost. And yet it was 
provided that officers of British regiments should take precedence over officers 
of equal rank of our creation.!3> It required only a very slight acquaintance 
with the past history of America to be aware, that this assumption of colonial 
inferiority--or which subjected Washington and the other great men of thel36 
thirteen colonies in the command of imperial officers, was one of the chief 
causes which led to the revolution; and he could not understand how, with this 
example before his eyesl37, ignoring the commonest principles of human nature, 
and disparaging the patriotism of the country, 138 a Prime Minister of Canada was 
prepared to declare his belief, by an act of legislation, that an Englishman 
born in Canada was not as fit to command a corps raised in and paid by Canada, 
as an Englishman born in England.!39 (Hear, hear.) He conceived that this 
measure was entirely unnecessary. In atime of peace all this shew of war-like 
pl[rjeparations was quite uncalled for. He had no doubt that if the emergency 
ever arose, if the time should unfortunately come when this country would find 
itself embroiled in hostilities with its neighbours--he had no doubt, if the 
quarrel were just, and the hearts of the people were in it, they would be able 
to defend themselves against any enemy that might come against them. (Hear, 
hear.) But all these trumpery preparations of men called out to waste their 
Sime - andy enereies, vitiating, the habits of thelr youth, and entatling great 
expense on the country, would) be found utterly useless, when the emergency 
contemplated really arose, and they would have to begin de novo, all their 
previous preparations being of no avail. (Hear, hear.) 140 the creation of a 
large paid staff of some sixty or seventy individuals--an Adjutant General, two 
Deputies and eighteen Assistants, two Inspecting Field Officers, and a large 
number of paid Sergeant Majors, Storekeepers, &c., creating an unnecessary 
expense. !41 The last consideration he would urge in opposition to the bill was 
the enormous patronage which it needlessly and as a means of corruption, placed 
at the disposal of the Executive of the day. (Hear, hear.) He had thus adduced 
what he considered some valid reasons why he thought this measure should be 
rejected, reserving his observations on the Police scheme of the Government, 
till their intended Police Bill should be submitted to the House. Presuming 
that his honourable friend from Renfrew intended to support the measure, he was 
exceedingly anxious to hear from him how he could harmonize those Oya Smp EO Val 
sions which he had pointed out with those principles of constitutional freedom 
for which he had battled all his life. He thought it would puzzle him somewhat 
to do so.t42 He could not understand how a Liberal statesman could support all 
these Tory provisions: and might reasonably expect his honorable friend the 
member for Renfrew, would offer it op[plosition!43, There were one or two 
members of the present Government also at whose hands he was surprised to 
receive such a measure. It was quite in keeping with the antecedents and 
instincts of the gallant knight, and of the Provincial Secretary, whom he con- 
sidered as having been long one of the most persistent Tories in the country, 
and of the honourable gentlemen also who sat behind them. (Messrs. J.A. 
Macdonald, Cayley, and Cauchon.) But from the Postmaster General he would have 
expected something better six months ago. Since however, in an evil day for his 
own political character he allowed himself to be enticed into the company-- 
enlisted into the service--(laughter)--of the gallant knight, the Postmaster 
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General had forfeited all his confidence, and he should not now be surprised at 
any measure, however arbitrary, however inconsistent with his past professions, 
to the introduction of which he should be a party. (Hear, hear.) He was 
surprised, however, to find the Attorney General East, and another member of the 
Government, not having a seat in this House--(Mr. Ross)--to find those gentlemen 
parties to such a measure. If they could raise the veil which covered cabinet 
secrets, they would probably find that both gentlemen had in Council opposed the 
obnoxious provisions which he had pointed out. (Hear, hear.) In one of the 
preliminary discussions on this bill, the gallant knight had seemed disposed to 
raise the old loyalty cry in connection with it, and to denounce as disloyal all 
who should venture to oppose his bill. He had thought the gallant knight's 
loyalty had gone out in a blaze some four or five years ago, and that they never 
would hear any more of it. (Laughter.) He thought all reference to loyalty or 
disloyalty in this connection much out of place, but he would say that he 
(Me...) imouldll, ytieldsstouno. man anethis! louse or out Of mit sin slovaliteysstom mas 
sovereign, and in veneration for those institutions under which existed at this 
day a larger degree of individual freedom and a higher phase of civilization 
than the world had ever known. (Hear, hear.) And perhaps when the day of trial 
came, those now sneered at as annexationists would be found to do as good 
service as gentlemen whose lip-loyalty was being continually paraded in this 
House (Hear, hear.) He begged to move in amendment that the bill be read a 
second time this day six months.!44 


MR. HINCKS had at one time hoped that a bill of the importance of the one 
now submitted to the house would pass without opposition; for he thought it much 
to be regretted that any member could put obstacles in the way of a measure so 
absolutely necessary. Of all men, too, he was surprised that the member for 
Lincoln should be the first to speak against the bil1, 145 considering the posi- 
tion that gentleman had occupied in the militia, his previous career, and the 
manner in which he distinguished himself in the war of 1812. The hon. member 
for Montreal had referred particularly to him (Mr. Hincks,) but it was remark- 
able that he should consider it inconsistent for one who had battled, as he 
said, for constitutional freedom, or who was member for a liberal constituency, 
to support a measure providing for the defence of the country.146 Notwithstand- 
ing these things, he was at a loss to know what should prevent him or the other 
liberal members of the house from voting for this bill.--There was nothing 
inconsistent with political liberality in providing for the defences of the 
country; and if any force was less objectionable than another, it certainly was 
the militia--the force of the people themselves, or, as was now proposed, of 
volunteers. That he at least was not inconsistent in desiring the militia force 
was evident from the fact that the Government to which he had belonged had 
obtained a grant for the purpose. True, they did not take any action upon it, 
but if they did not, it was the subject of most anxious deliberations!4/’ of the 
late Government, of which he was a member, !48 that only ended in nothing, 
because no scheme had been hit upon as good as that now submitted by the Govern- 
ment, after a report which he thought highly creditable to the gentleman who 
prepared it, than whom none were more fit to take such a subject into considera- 
tion, and give the country the benefit of large experience.!49 At the time to 
which he referred, the subject was brought forward entirely irrespective of any 
proposition of the Imperial Government, as to any change in the colonial policy 
of the empire, but solely with a view to the improvement of the militia of the 
country, and from the correspondence which he and other members of the Govern- 
ment had at that time, he was satisfied that there was a very general feeling in 
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Upper Canada especially, in favour of a volunteer corps.150 The Government 
thought it due to persons who thus came forward to defend the country that they 
should get something in the shape of an indemnity for necessary expenses, which, 
as provided by this bill, was after all but a wery paltry indemnity.!51 He 
denied, therefore, that the present proposition had been in consequence of any 
change in the colonial policy of the empire with negara ton Ganadas The last 
despatch he had seen on the subject was as strong as any document that had 
emanated from the British Government had ever been, as to their determination at 
all times to defend this country against any foreign enemy. That was a despatch 
of the Duke of Newcastle's, and of recent date.!52 The reference by the member 
for Lincoln to the Militia Law of 1808, was beside the question. Then the 
Imperial Government furnished arms and accoutrements, and very properly, because 
the country was involved in a war entirely irrespective of the willof: the 
people of the country; so she would again under similar circumstances; but now 
the circumstances were different, and the people must defend themselves.!53 [It 
was a most extraordinary thing to be told that organizing their militia was a 
war measure, when they knew that in every part of the United States they had an 
organized militia, and particularly these volunteer corps in a high state of 
efficiency, and yet they were to be told that they were to stand with their arms 
folded, and do nothing till war actually came upon them. He would ask if any 
honourable gentleman was justified in using such arguments, after what they had 
seen in England. Was it not the universal feeling, that they had not suffi- 
ciently prepared for war in the time of peace? (Hear, hear.) But he denied 
that this bill involved any change in our present institutions. It was simply a 
reform--if they chose to call it so--in our present militia law, which was now 
wholly inefficient.!54 It was merely a reform in the manner of keeping our 
militia on foot, and to give some encouragement to the formation of volunteer 
corps. The financial views of the member for Lincoln were known to be peculiar; 
but when he talked about the way the State of New York paid for these things, he 
ought to know that they paid them half-a-dollar a head for the militia. Here it 
was proposed to pay out of the consolidated fund--that was all the difference. 
In both cases alike the money was paid by the people of the Province, and if he 
wanted to change indirect for direct taxation, he certainly could not appeal 
with any confidence to the people of Lower Canada.!55 


MR. MERRITT said that the difference was this--in New York the men who 
volunteered paid nothing.!56 


MR. HINCKS.--Well, here they were to be relieved from any duties, which they 
must otherwise perform, and all that these young men paid to the revenue would 
amount to a very small sum. The honorable member for Montreal had said that the 
burdens of independent sovereignty were thrown on the Province, while he had no 
means of making our voice heard for or against peace or war. But there was 
nothing in this measure to warrant the gentleman in saying that we assumed these 
burdens.157 


MR. HOLTON.--Was not the Province to pay for the Militia?1!58 
MR. HINCKS.--Certainly: to pay the expense of our own militia.159 
MR. HOLTON.--For service abroad.160 


MR. HINCKS.--Well he was quite ready to join the honorable member in taking 
out anything that might seem to impose the payment of an army to go abroad. But 
these volunteer companies might be wanted in case of civil commotion, and he 
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wanted to know whether there was any reason why the Province should not pay them 
if it called them out? Every person who had ever been in the Government must 
know the great inconvenience!61 they experienced in having to apply to the 
troops in such emergencies, !62 The presence of the troops from England pre- 
vented the Province from relying on itself, while the military officers rightly 
objected to act as police.163 They were here to defend the country, and not to 
act as police in suppressing riots.!64 The 4th objection was that the bill made 
every man a soldier. That was not the case more than was done by the present 
bill. The reference to forced enlistment in England had nothing to do with the 
matter, for there the question related to foreign service, not to defence.165 
The question of precedency of officers of the regular army over militia officers 
of the same relative rank, in the event of a war, he looked upon as a very small 
matter. For example, in the event of a war, the gallant Colonel of militia, the 
honourable member for Glengarry, would not, he believed, very strongly object to 
a colonel of the army, who had seen active service, taking precedence over 
him.t66 Could it be right that he should take a rank of junior colonel in the 
regular service who had served at Inkerman or Alma. He confessed that he was 
probably less informed than the member for Montreal as to the old Colonies and 
the United States, but he had always understood that the revolution was caused 
by very different reasons from complaints on this subject. He admitted that any 
discussion about loyalty was here entirely out of place, but nothing had been 
said about it till it was introduced by the member for Montreal.16/ 


MR. HOLTON.--It was brought up on the first reading of the bil1.168 


MR. HINCKS did not, however, agree with the member for Montreal, that the 
way to deal with questions of this kind was to wait till emergencies arose.169 
He believed there never was a time when there was less reason to apprehend any 
necessity for calling out the militia in defence of their country; but it should 
be remembered that this was not a proposition to do anything of that sort, but 
simply to keep up that organization, which had been kept up for many years in 
the States, and which every country, whether independent or not, should try to 
keep up.1/0 It was exactly in periods of peace that preparations should be made 
for emergencies. For a long time the Imperial Government had been considering 
the propriety of reducing its forces in Canada; but no final decision had been 
come to when the war required them to concentrate all their force abroad; but, 
even then, what had Canada to complain of? If we had few troops, he believed 
even now we had more than Scotland.!/! 


MR. WILSON.--We make no complaints.!/2 


MR. HINCKS.--Well, being thus obliged to withdraw troops, the whole subject 
was considered again; and he had had a conversation with the Duke of Newcastle 
and!/3 sir Charles Trevelyan, to which the member for Lincoln had alluded,!/4 as 
to the Imperial Government handing over to the Province the Ordnance Reserve 
Lands, many of which have been paid for out of Imperial funds. Upon these 
reserves pensioners had been placed in a way that gave great dissatisfaction, he 
believed at!/5 Niagara, Toronto and London, ! 76 and he was told that the Imperial 
Government was prepared to give up these lands, with the exception he thought, 
of some at Montreal, Quebec and Kingston, on condition that the Province would 
assume the payment of compensation to the pensioners.!// The member for Lincoln 
still objected to the measure for organizing the pensioners, but he (Mr. H.) did 
not think the province had much to complain of in that matter, as they got their 
services whenever they required them, and that too at a very moderate price.!/78 
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Then the member for Montreal had objected that this act was to be permanent. In 
New York it was permanent; but here it was proposed to limit it not for a very 
long time, and that would give time for the country to say whether they approved 
Ie (ONg not.1/9 


MR. CAMERON regretted very much that his honorable friend from Montreal, 
seconded by the honorable member for Sherbrooke, should have thought it neces- 
sary to move that the bill be read a second time this day six months. He could 
not help thinking that they would have taken a better course, had they, like 
other hon. members, been willing to let the bill pass a second reading and then 
bring forward their amendments when it went into Committee.!89 One could not 
understand how a measure of such a kind could be opposed, and except it was in 
GhewCdasewOL Le propos _eLonmtOomcalesout 20,000 of a malitia. he beluleved a 
precedent for such conduct could not be found in England; but in England the 
question concerned an actual calling out of the militia when apprehensions were 
entertained of an invasion from France, and was not like this, a mere question 
of organization.!81 He did think, also, that the hon. member for Montreal 
should have made himself better acquainted with the Militia Law, as it is, 
before coming down with an attack on the bill now before the House, in the 
course of which he showed that he did not know what were the provisions of the 
law now in force. The honorable gentleman should have been prepared with some 
better reasons against the bill, than those generalities which he did give, and 
those high-sounding sentences about the power of the sword, and the power of the 
purse, which, however beautiful in expression, had no application to the matter 
before the House. He supposed he was not one of those liberals from whom the 
member for Montreal would have expected different things. He supposed that he 
was to be taken as one of the ancient Tory class of politicians; but, although 
the member for Montreal had spoken about loyalty, he had no desire to enter into 
the discussion of that question with him. He was prepared to say, however--and 
he was ready to say it here, or anywhere else--that this country ought to be 
proud in the position it had reached, both in regard to material wealth and 
population; it ought to be proud, should it ever have an opportunity to come to 
the assistance of the mother country, from which it had, in a great measure, 
sprung; and that, in such an emergency, 182 [it] ought neither to be afraid nor 
ashamed!83 [and] nothing should deter them from giving their assistance to that 
Empire which had protected them in their infant state. (Hear, hear.) If for no 
other reason, he was not afraid to say that he would be glad to see these 
volunteers enrolled, because, in some future day, they might form the nucleus of 
a force, through which, some portion of our strength might be given to aid that 
mother country. Perhaps it was due to his Tory nature that he should look at 
the matter in that light; but he was prepared, at the same time, to show that 
this measure did not in the least trench on constitutional principles.!84 te 
was to him a pride and pleasure to see such a thing going forward, and far from 
thinking it an interference with constitutional principles, or being a cause to 
make us demand annexation or independence, he thought it a most excellent thing 
to apply ourselves to meet external invasion or put down internal commotion.!85 
They were asking no more in this country, than the regulation and management, 
within ourselves, of the force which every country, with a population as great 
as ours, ought to possess. They could not conceal from themselves that they 
wenbe on the borders Of another country, which, though not hostile now, and 
though everyday it had been drawing closer to us, in bonds of amity and friend- 
ship--yet they could not but feel that, in days gone by, they had been in a 
State of hostility, (and: an occasion for hostility might arise-again. In such 
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circumstances, they could not but feel how useful would be some preparations, 
some nucleus of a force among ourselves, especially when that neighbouring 
country had that nucleus on such an extensive scale, that nine-tenths of the 
whole men employed in the Mexican war, were drafted, not from the regular army, 
but from thes militia of wtihe country!86, Why should we, placed in a position 
similar to theirs, not be prepared in like manner, with an effective militia of 
our own?!87 Were they, then, on account of any constitutional objection, that 
they had not the power to declare war or to terminate it--were they, on that 
account, to make no preparations to defend themselves? Were they to allow 
themselves to be tied hand and foot, and delivered over to the enemy, because 
they were a colony, and not an independent sovereignty? The hon. member for 
Montreal objected to the provision!88 [which] authorized the Governor to send 
the militia out of the Province !89; but he did not state that this would only be 
in the event of war with a foreign country, and for the safety of this Province 
itself.190 [He] did not know that precedence was given by the present law to 
regular over militia officers.... [He] did not know that the same thing was law 
in the State of New York!9!. Nor did he state that, ine the event Oreauwa.n ale 
the expenses would be borne by the Home Government--this country only paying for 
the days the militia were being drilled.192 


MR. GALT. You are quite wrong; read the 70th clause.!93 


MR. CAMERON read: "The militia so called out shall be paid by the Province 
at the same rates of pay as the troops of Her Majesty may then receive, and 
shall have the same allowances and advantages; and the Province will make provi- 
sion in like manner for the support of such as shall be disabled, and for the 
widows and children of those who may be killed while on activel%4 [OR] actual 
service." (Hear, hear.)!95 And he said that he had been talking about the 
oes when he said they were not to be paid by the Province, except during 
falieat Aki lke 


MR. WILSON. It is the same for all.!9? 


MR. CAMERON.-—But supposing!98 a war was declared, and the militia called 
out, would it be said that we should do nothing towards the defence of the 
country, and bear no portion of the burden?--especially as the war would be 
undertaken for our defence, as it was well known that, if we desired annexation, 
Great Britain would not fire a gun, or draw a trigger, to prevent it. Would it 
be said, if we were invaded, if war was declared against us, that we should have 
all the protection of Great Britain's fleets!99 [oR] her forts299, and armies, 
and bear no portion of the burden ourselves? He was not prepared to admit that 
doctrine?9!, He was prepared to go to the people of this country, who were of a 
kind and noble nature, and who felt that they ought to bear part of those 
burthens themselves--he was prepared to go to them, whether to tory constituen- 
cies or liberal constituencies, and to take all the praise or censure of such a 
proposition as the one before the house.292 The hon. member for lestiany@@igis,  abia 
reference to the expense of the present measure, spoke as if this Province would 
be placed in a much worse position under it than any of the neighbouring States. 
But what was the fact? Why, that the militia of New York city293 in the year of 
the Astor riots,294 cost $200,000 per annum, and of New York State $600,000--an 
expense very greatly exceeding that to which this country would be put. He was 
surprised that those who were so fond of republican institutions, and who were 
continually quoting American precedents, had left this out of view.299 


MR. HOLTON.--I have not quoted an American precedent to-night.296 
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MR. CAMERON.--It is not long since the honorable gentleman wanted an 
American President. (Laughter.) He could hardly imagine how those gentlemen, 
many of whose views tended to annexation with the United States, could object to 
a measure of this kind, the object of which would be in one particular at least 
to assimilate our institutions to those of the neighbouring republic.297 He had 
himself had various objections to the bill, but they had been removed by the 
gallant Knight, and he had no doubt but other objectionable parts of the measure 
might be still amended. He believed, for example, that in any legislation of 
this kind, the power of the Legislature to vote annually or refuse to vote, 
ought to be preserved here as in England, upon the questions of supply for the 
army and navy. There could be no difficulty about removing this objection, or 
any other that should arise from an apparent intention to establish a force en 
permanence, if found opposed to the desire of the people of the country.298 He 
did not think that the people of this country would be averse to this measure. 
He believed on the contrary that the general feeling would be to prepare against 
danger, now when danger was least apprehended299 [by] placing the armed services 
of the country on the best footing while at peace with our neighbors. When this 
was done, the country would have done its duty to itself, and also to that 
mother country to which she owed so much.219 He thought England had a claim on 
them--a claim which they would most readily respond to--and if the emergencies 
of this war, the termination of which no one could foresee, should require the 
withdrawal of all the troops of Great Britain from the continent--if they should 
be required to defend for England her forts and arsenals in this country and to 
hold them on her behalf--he believed they would show to England that the appeal 
was not made on them in vain. With the feelings of attachment which the people 
of this country entertained towards England and with the knowledge that she had 
given us the power of self-government, that she had treated us not as children 
but as full grown men, he believed they would shew to England that they could 
hold for her in trust those forts and those arsenals as safely as if her own 
fleets and armies were keeping and guarding them. And no better proof could be 
given to the people of England who might desire to emigrate here of the perfect 
confidence they might have in the stability of our institutions, than by assur- 
ing England that that would be the case, and for that if for no other reason he 
would like to see these volunteer corps raised. He could not help remembering 
that in the old days when what were now the United States were colonies of Great 
Britain, those old colonies contributed both men and money to England's wars-- 
and that too at a time when they had not that system of Responsible Government 
which we enjoyed, when they were tied down and hampered2!! under the old system 
of Imperial interference2!2 that afterwards caused them to revolt. Yet notwith- 
standing all those drawbacks, those colonies scrupled not to give men and money, 
to pour out blood and treasure on England's behalf--troops were raised and deeds 
performed which were not yet forgotten. How much more incumbent would it be on 
this Province to tender that service to the mother country, should the necessity 
ever arise. What England had denied to those colonies, she had given to us. 
That constitutional government which she denied to them, she had given to us. 
(Hear, hear.)213 But when it was said that one complaint of the old Colonists 
Was that their superior officers had to submit to the precedence of regular 
officers of the same rank, [he] should reply that that was the complaint of 
General Washington, as we know from his letters, but that it was not the com- 
plaint of Colonists at large.214 Notwithstanding that they were deprived of 
those constitutional rights and that freedom, which as the descendants of 
Englishmen they had a right to claim, those old colonists were willing to come 
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with their treasures and their best blood to England's assistance in England's 
day of trouble. Should we, under similar circumstances, hesitate2!° [OR] be 
ashamed to do so too. The occasion could never present itself except when our 
soil was invaded, or when Great Britain was at war with the United States; and 
if that time2!® should come, and if we should still consider it better that the 
red cross flag should continue to float over our heads, than that we should live 
under the star-spangled banner, many of whose stars were sadly beclouded by the 
stripes underneath them--but if that red-cross flag is the flag under which we 
desire ourselves and our children to exist, depend on it the people of this 
country would not then grudge that their representatives in Parliament had put 
them into a positon in which they were enabled to defend their own soil against 
foreign aggression.2!/ Our children would not think the worse of their fathers 
for having accomplished any act which would enable them to protect their native 
land; OG to catry the war into the territory about torattack them.2!8 With 
those constitutional rights and that freedom which we now enjoyed,2!9--the right 
to legislate on our commerce, on our revenue--22%England having given us every- 
thing we could reasonably claim, and placed us in a prouder position than any of 
England's colonies ever before occupied221; lightly taxed,2?22 we would be 
unworthy of the name of British subjects, if, instead of making it our boast and 
our pride to think that on some future day we might be in a position to come to 
England's assistance, this House223, the member for Montreal and Sherbrooke, 224 
should fall below that feeling so far as to be induced to throw out a measure of 
this importance for the regulation of our militia.225 


MR. MARCHILDON, in an amusing speech, attacked the Government scheme in a 
style that for about twenty minutes kept the French portion of the members in 
one continued roar of laughter.226 [He] feared the volunteers, unless drilled 
better than was proposed, might fire butt-end foremost.22/ 


MR. GALT expressed his satisfaction that the amusing remarks of the last 
speaker had to a great extent relieved the House of the eloquent speech of his 
hon. friend from Toronto, who was able to clothe an idea in such fine language 
that his auditors were very apt to lose sight of the sense which that language 
was intended to convey. (Hear, hear.)228 With all that fell from that gentle- 
man in reference to Great Britain and the reasonable expectations she may form 
as to the behaviour of Canadians, there was not likely to be much difference of 
opinion. Without appealing to the past, as the hon. gentleman had done to teach 
us our present duty, there was scarcely an individual who would contend that it 
was not our duty and inclination to support in any just cause the country with 
which we were connected. But the course of the remarks of the members for 
Renfrew and Toronto, was to separate the House from the facts, and to substitute 
for the bill the idea of British connection. He contended that the question of 
British connection was not before the House; the simple question being the 
reoOreantZation of the Matatad. But if the member for Toronto was to be 
believed, that was not the principal object of the measure. According to him-- 
and he was confirmed by the member for Renfrew--the great result intended by the 
administration was the creation of a volunteer force that might be made avail- 
able for purposes foreign to the interests of the Province222 [OR] available for 
interests of the Province,239 and he adduced in support of the propriety of 
endeavoring to obtain such an object, the example of the volunteer force from 
the United States, which carried on the Mexican war. Now, if the bill were to 
be regarded as a war measure, and that was the way in which the member for 
Toronto viewed it, he contended that it was perfectly inadequate. Five thousand 
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volunteered (sic) to be drilled ten days in the year, was something for the 
purpose of serious defence, utterly contemptible. For such a purpose it was a 
challenge to a friendly nation; but no preparation such as a warlike emergency 
might demand.231 


MR. HINCKS.--Are their troops a challenge to us.232 


MR. GALT was not discussing their laws or their mistakes; but our own. It 
was answered to some objections that the provisions objected to were in the old 
law; but again he was not discussing the old and inoperative law; but a new law 
which was intended to be operative, and he thought the great novelty ought to be 
separated from the rest, and the volunteer companies discussed on a different 
occasion from the Militia. They were evidently totally different. The volun- 
teer companies were to be disposed of in such a manner that they could not serve 
as nuclei for the Militia, and they ought not therefore to have been introduced 
into a bill for the reorganization of the Militia.233 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--They are to form a battalion, when the Militia 
are to be called out.234 


MR. GALT.--But that is the very inconvenience; [it] is only when all are 
called out that they are to serve together, and then the volunteer companies 
could be brought from distant parts. But leaving these things, there was one 
point not yet touched on; he found the bill was based upon a despatch from the 
Imperial Government. Here the honorable member read a passage from the Militia 
report239: 

"And moreover, it must be remembered that the Imperial Government are pre- 
pared to hand over to this Province a large and very valuable amount of Ordnance 
Lands, in consideration of the Provincial Government making ample provision for 
the ordinary defence of the Colony, and occupation, by a local force, of those 
posts which, in the event of war, require to be garrisoned by British troops, as 
will be shown by the succeeding portion of this Report on the subject of the 
surrender of the Ordnance Reserves in Canada." 

The portion of the Report above referred to, read as follows:-- 

"The Commissioners, after an attentive consideration of a despatch from the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, which has been brought under their notice, 
in which an offer is made by the Imperial Government to surrender all the 
military reserves in the Province, with the exception of such portions of these 
lands at Kingston, Montreal and Quebec, as are essential to the military defence 
of the colony, in consideration of the Provincial Government making ample provi- 
sion for the ordinary defence and protection of the Province-- 

"They are unanimously of opinion that this offer should be accepted; and in 
order to carry out the conditions they recommend, with reference to a Report 
made on this subject by the Lieutenant General commanding the forces in Canada, 
that the lands and buildings at the several localities set forth in Schedule G, 
attached to this report, be retained for the purposes of military defence 
generally. 

"As, however, the whole of the lands in the Schedule referred to will not be 
wanted for purposes of defence, the Commissioners recommend that such portions 
of these lands as are not so required, together with the remaining Ordnance and 
Nava abandsmin  thesib>rovincewmasmoetn torth Mn Schedule H, “attached tor this 
report, be sold, and the proceeds applied to form a fund for the general defence 
of. the Province." 
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[He] .... understood from this, and also from some remarks which had fallen 
from the hon. member for Renfrew, that the government were in possession of some 
despatches on this important subject from the home government which had not been 
communicated to the House23®; and this was confirmed by themract.. elat ative 
conversation alluded to by the member for Renfrew, referred merely to ordnance 
reserve lands, while the report spoke of all the ordnance lands.23/ It would be 
difficult to convince him or this House that at a time when the empire was 
engaged in an extensive war like the present, the British government should have 
neglected to write to the executive of this country on the important subject of 
the defence of this province in the event of its becoming necessary. He could 
not believe that the gallant knight would have taken the responsibility of 
recommending the passing of a bill which must seriously affect the interests of 
the empire at large with reference to its North American possessions, without 
having one word of communication with the home authorities on the subject.238 
It was said in the report that the British Government would give 5,000 stand of 
arms. He had no doubt they would in the event of war, but in the meantime he 
would like to know on what grounds the hope of the Commissioners was based. 
Without that, however, he had no difficulty in coming to the conclusion, that 
the bill was not merely for the organization of the militia, but was intended to 
go beyond that and to provide nuclei for a standing army. This opinion was 
fully borne out by the arguments of the member for Toronto, and it therefore 
became the House to look with jealousy upon what was being done. Had the law 
been merely intended to give greater efficiency to the constitutional force of 
the country, every one would have supported it; but instead of that it placed 
5,000 men at the disposal of the ministry. At the same time it provided, that 
in case of war with the United States--which though it would deluge the country 
with blood, might arise out of a quarrel in which we had no concern--it 
provided, he said, that we were to be at the expense of keeping a militia under 
arms. He did not believe that Great Britain could have asked this colony to 
incur all these expenses entailed by a war with the United States, and even 
after the war to pay for the relief of all that may suffer in the conflict. At 
any rate, the people of the country, like those in England, ought to have in 
their own hands the power of granting or refusing the supplies, year by year.239 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I agree to that.240 
MR. CAMERON.--I say that too.241l 


MR. GALT wished to deal candidly with the gallant knight, and not to press 
his objection to a point which it was not intended to maintain. The member for 
Toronto had appeared to think, that the clause he was now discussing applied 
only to the militia, but he would find it applied equally to the volunteers. 
This clause was one of the greatest objections to the bill, and if it were 
erased it would no doubt greatly influence the judgment he formed upon it. 
Another thing which he understood to be conceded was, that an annual grant 
should be taken for the supplies. This, of course, made it an annual bill, 
because by stopping the supplies, you stopped the payment of the troops. He did 
not concur in the necessity of paying the volunteers, and was confirmed in his 
doubt on the subject by a conversation he had lately had with a militia officer 
of Montreal, who informed him that 200 young men were willing to serve without 
pay at all, on a condition which he thought perfectly right, viz., that they 
should choose their own officers242 [oR] a portion of their’ own officers.243 
For his own part, he believed that would be essential to any volunteer force of 
the kind contemplated--for it is the officer who gets the men, not men the 
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Ob lCcerm. In fact, the amount of pay would not secure the services of respect- 
able men; and if you obtained only those ready to serve for five shillings a 
day, you would not get a class particularly likely to be desirous of maintaining 
law and order. He need not go back to 1837, but he might ask, what would have 
been the result if the peace of the country had been committed in 1849 to 
volunteers? Would not a police force properly administered have been far better 
than such a force? He believed that volunteers were the most dangerous class of 
force to employ on such occasions, because they brought with them their polit- 
ical and other personal feelings. His last objection to the measure was the 
inroad that it would make on the revenue,--an inroad that would go on increasing 
yearly, because when once started, it would be impossible to restrict the force 
to 5,000 men. The House must be prepared to go further. The truth was that you 
could soon get plenty of volunteers if you would let them choose their own 
officers, though the policy of such a course was very doubtful; but in case of 
invasion, the militia only could be relied on. But he had no fear of war in 
this country, and he therefore did not like to see it exposed unnecessarily to a 
change of system that involved inconvenience and expense, and the placing of a 
large amount of patronage in the hands of Government.244 


MR. WILSON began by attempting to show, that Mr. Cameron was wrong in sup- 
posing that under the existing law all officers of the militia ranked below 
officers of the same grade in the army; but Mr. Solicitor General Smith having 
pointed out that the honorable gentleman was in error, the latter confessed that 
he was so on that point, and then went on to say249 Lhe]> did, not think dit fair 
in the hon. member for Toronto to allude to the annexation ideas of his hon. 
friend for Montreal. Every one knew that at the period referred to the hon. 
member for Montreal was only following the lead of the gallant knight. No one, 
however, believed that the gallant knight was sincere on that occasion; it was 
only to answer a purpose, and he was sure the member for Montreal meant nothing 
more.246 He ought to give credit to the honorable member for Montreal for 
having innocent motives24’, The member for Toronto had appealed to some of the 
finest feelings of our nature, and had spoke in eloquent terms about our connec- 
tion with England, but he had left wholly untouched the main arguments of the 
hon. member for Montreal. But there were other objections to this measure in 
addition to those urged by that hon member.248 What he objected to was this-- 
that the people of this country were called on to assume their own defence in 
danger, brought about by a quarrel in which they had no interest and no voice. 
We were beginning a standing army in time of peace. We said it was beginning 
with only ninety officers and a few men, but England began her standing army 
with much less force. He then alluded to the concession which had been made of 
the principle of annual grant instead of making the bill permanent for three 
years, and said that, if the remarks of the member for Montreal had produced 
nothing else, it was well worth all his trouble. [With] the increase of the 
patronage of the Government, which was also objected to, the bill might seem to 
some like the other objections--a very small thing; but everybody felt the evil 
of this patronage under responsible government, and he thought the member for 
Montreal quite right in making that objection to his bill.249 The inefficiency 
of the militia under the present system had been spoken of, and he was free to 
admit that it required a better organization. Nothing more than a proper enrol- 
ment and classification was necessary, to be substituted for the pretended 
annual drill, and a measure for that object, separated from the organization of 
volunteer corps, would have his support. He would cheerfully vote for the 
first bill.25! He should vote against the bill, however, because it embodied 
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the volunteer system. Another objection to the scheme was that its effect would 
be to place’ arms an “the hands of the people in’ certain Localities of the 
country, entertaining hostile feelings towards each other on account of reli- 
gious differences,--he alluded to the Protestant and Roman Catholic Irish. He 
asked whether the peace of the country was likely to be maintained by volunteer 
organizations, and by arms being put into the hands of both classes, especially 
in large cities, where strong feelings were frequently excited. This would be 
found a very serious objection to the proposed volunteer corps. The organiza- 
tion itself, independent of the arming, was unwise. Armed forces of this kind 
had turned out to be so in several localities in the Union, when they had had to 
be disbanded from that very circumstance, and we ought to profit from 
example.2°2 


MR. POWELL regretted that the opposition had not joined the government to 
carry this bill, they had not done so however, and had by their opposition, only 
showen (sic) their weakness. After replying to Mr. Wilson's defence of 
Mr. Holton, he denied that the bill gave any authority to compel the militia to 
serve abroad, thought it was time223 [OR] though it was true254 they were to 
attack the enemy if found close to the frontier, and the measure without that 
would have been obviously imperfect.22° It was also said there was no limit to 
the service; but this only fired blank cartridges, for the bill expressly 
limited the time to three years. He regretted the allusion2°® [by] the hon. 
member for London22’ to the differences of the Irish, and denied that there was 
any reason for apprehension from that cause, for the two classes served together 
in perfect good will, and no doubt would here, as in the regular army, feel 
their responsibility when they had arms in their hands. The same thing took 
place in the United States.298 He was surprised to hear the member for Lincoln 
compare the expense of the system under this bill, with the expense of the 
militia in the United States. If he had made the calculation he would have 
found that the scheme now brought down by the government would only cost the 
Sg of Canada about 2d a head.292 So the objection was a two-penny 
one. 


MR. RANKIN supported the bill, not as a Tory, but as a rational26l [OR] 
national2®2 [OR] natural measure, and one which led him to look forward to the 
time when all the North American Provinces being united together, we might be 
not annexed to the United States, but an independent nation, separated from 
England only by peaceful means and with mutual good will. He looked upon this 
as a most important step, because it threw the Province upon its own resources 
to defend herself, as all other countries are obliged to do. Following 
Mr. Hincks, he alleged that our creation of free companies was no challenge to 
the U. States: but, assuredly bands*®3 [OR] disorderly bands had made attacks 
recently on Cuba, and formerly on this country, and we ought to be prepared in 
case of such occurrence to repel violence; the expense was inconsiderable2®4 
[OR ] considerable.2®) 


(aig) 
On motton of the Honorable Str Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honorable 
Mr. Cartter, ni 
Ordered, That the Debate be adjourned unttl To-morrow, and be then the first 
Order of the day. 


Then, on motton of Mr. Mackenzte, seconded by Mr. Loranger, 
The House adjourned.266 


FOOTNOTES: 20 MARCH 1855. 
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reports: 


"The House took up the Militia 


Bill and discussed it till midnight, when the debate was adjourned and the 


House rose." 


WEDNESDAY, 21 MARCH 1855. 
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THE Serjeant-at-Arms attending thts House, tnformed the House, That he had 
dispatched William C. Burrage, Esquire, as his Deputy, to Malbate, in the County 
of Saguenay, to apprehend Antoine Guay, one of the Deputy Returning Officers 
sentenced by the House to an imprisonment of ten days in the Common Gaol of the 
District of Quebec, and that the said Deputy had returned, and reported to him 
that the said Antoine Guay could not be found. 


Mr. Speaker laid before the House, Statement of the affairs of the Toronto 
Savings' Bank, on the 15th March, 1855. 
For the said Statement, see Appendix (E.E.) 


The following Petitions were severally brought up, and latd on the table:-- 

By Mr. Loranger,--The Petition of A. Beauvais and others, Members of the 
Literary Society of the Village of Laprairie, in the District of Montreal; 
and the Petition of the Reverend C.L. Vinet and others, School Commissioners, 
and others, of the Parish of St. Constant, County of Laprairie, District of 
Montreal. a 

By Mr. Chisholm,--The Petition of John Macara and others, Stockholders tin 
the Canada Powder Company. Lay 

By Mr. Jean Baptiste Daoust,--The Petition of the Soeurs de la Congrégattion 
de Notre Dame de Montréal, Directresses of the Convent of St. Eustache, District 
of Montreal. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cameron,--The Petition of the Right Reverend the Lord 
Bishop, the Clergy, and Laity of the United Church of England and Ireland, of 
the Diocese of Quebec; and the Petition of Allan Macdonell and others, ers, of the 
CiLy Wo; Lorento: 

By Mr. Labelle,--The Petition of the Reverend Norbert Lavallée, Superior 
of Laval College; and the Petition of Pierre Paré and others, Members of the 
Mechanics' Institute of St. Vincent de Paul, County of Laval. 

By the Honorable Mr. Rolph, --The Petition of J.G. Wilson, Reeve, and others, 
of the Town of Simcoe. bia 

By the Honorable Mr. Chauveau,--The Petition of the Munictpal Council of the 
County of Quebec. 

By Mr. Scatcherd,--The Petition of William Wilkinson and others, of the 
Townshtp of Lobo. 

By Mr. Southwick,--The Petition of David Parish, Chairman, and Charles Roe, 
Secretary, on behalf of a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
St. Thomas. 
~ By Mr. Papin,--The Petition of Edouard Martial Leprohon, of the City of 
Montreal, Esqutre. 
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By Mr. LeBoutillier,--The Petition of A. Pate and others, Shtpowners 
and Merchants interested in the fishing trade of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

By Mr. Blanchet,--The Petition of Benoit Marcoux, of the City of Quebec, 
Jotner. 

By Mr. Brown,--The Petition of the Municipality of the Townshtp of Sarnia. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cartier,--The Petitton of the Reverend R.0. Bruneau, 
Curé, President of the College of Verchéres. 
By Mr. Frazer,--The Petitton of Peter Gibbons and others, Merchants, and 
others, of Port Colborne; and the Petition of Messteurs Vanderltp and Lacey, and 
others, Merchants and Traders, and others, of the Village of Port Robinson. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read: -- 

Of the Reverend L.C. Lussier and others, of the Parish of St. Valentin, 
County of St. John's, Censitaires; praying for certain amendments to the Set- 
gniorial Tenure Act. 

Of the ... Reverend A. Toupin and others, of the Parishes of St. Hermas and 
St. Placide, in the District of Montreal; praying that the said Parishes may be 
separated from the County of Argenteuil. 

Of the Reverend L.T. Fortier and others, of the Parish of St. Jean Baptiste 
de Nicolet; praying aid for the construction of a Female Educattonal Establtsh- 
ment in the said Parish. 

Of the Reverend John Harper, Curé, and others, of the Partsh of St. Gré- 
gotre, County of Nicolet; praying aid for an Academy in the said Parish. — 

Of the Reverend L.T. Fortier and others, School Commtsstoners of the Munict- 
pality of the Parish of St. Jean Baptiste de Nicolet; praying atd for a Female 
Educattonal Establishment in the Village of Nicolet. 

Of Messteurs Masson, Thtbaudeau and Company, and others, Merchants, of the 
City of Quebec; praying that the Bill to provide for the reltef of Bankrupts and 
the administration of thetr Estates, may not become Law. 

Of the Reverend P. Huot, Curé, and others,. of .the Partsh of Ste. Foye, 
County of Quebec; praying the House not to gtve tts sanction to any measure 
tending to introduce any Muntctpal System in Lower Canada, other than that of 
Parish Muntctpaltttes. 

Of E.B. Lindsay, Esqutre, President, and others, School Commtsstoners, of 
the Parish of Ste. Foye; praying for aid to enlarge the Sillery Academy in the 
eatd. Parishic iin, Vien 

Of John Hay, Esquire, and others, Electors of the County of Argenteutl; 
setting forth: That the Petitioners were convened together upon the requisition 
of C.J. Forbes, Esquire, dJ.P., of Carillon, John Hay, Esquire, J.P., of Chatham, 
Andrew Roa, Esquire, J.P., of Lachute, James Robertson, Esquire, Jd.P., Samuel 
Hilts, Esquire, diPesy, and. dohn Doig, Esquire, J.P., of DTachute, and others, 
Magistrates of the County of Argenteutl, published in the Montreal Gazette and 
attached to the most publie places tn the said County, at the Public Meeting in 
the School house District Wo. 1, of the Partsh of St. Jerusalem d'Argenteuil, on 
the twenty-fourth day of the month of January, 1855, to take into consideration 
the politteal and soctal conditton of the satd County,--the events attendant 
upon the two Electtons recently held, and to petttton the House touching certain 
disabilittes and grtevanees to which the Petittoners have been, and now are 
subjected: That the Petttioners were formerly united with the County of Two 
Mountains, for Electoral purposes, and now are for Municipal purposes: That the 
Pettttoners are exposed to the grtevance of attending the Muntctpal stttings in 
another County, at a long distance from their homes, and compelled to submtt to 
discusstons and decistons expressed in a language of which the Petitioners are 
tgnorant, whereby their wants and interests are qutte disregarded, and their 
energy and enterprize made subservient to a majority composed of a different 
nationality from thetr own: That at the last General Election, The Petitioners 


(faz) 
returned to Parliament Sydney Bellingham, Esquire, as their Representative; that 
he enjoyed the confidence of the Electors; that he was elected by a large major- 
tty of legal voters, and, while a Member of the House, dtscharged his duty wtth 
honor to the said County and to the satisfaction of the Electors: That at the 
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Election which terminated on the thirtieth day of December last past, the party 
who had petitioned against the previous return of the said Sydney Bellingham, 
Esquire, declined presenting himself again as a Candidate, thus confessing vir- 
tually that he had no claim to be considered the Representative of the public 
optnton of the said County: That the locality ordinarily selected for the nomi- 
natton of Candidates is situated at the edge of the County, and not in the most 
central place, as intended by the Law: That the Petitioners at a former County 
Meeting, recommended Brown's Mills, in the Township of Chatham, as a central 
Locality for holding a Poll in the satd Township, but thetr recommendation was 
neglected: That the Election which terminated on the thirtieth December last 
past, resulted tn the re-election of Sydney Bellingham, Esqutre, as Representa- 
tive, by a large majority; and in the opinion of this meeting, the said Sydney 
Bellingham, Esqutre, fatthfully represents the wants, wishes, and feelings of 
the satd County: That an attempt was recently made to deprive Augmentation of 
Gore, Harrington, and Wentworth, of the privilege of recording thetr votes in 
the said respective localities, under the colorable pretext of an enactment of 
the Legtslattve Assembly: That to deprive the above localities of the rtght 
of holding Polls for electoral purposes, would be virtually to disfranchitse 
them; tnasmuch as the Electors of the satd localities would be constrained to 
travel, in some instances, twenty-five miles, over wretched roads, to record 
their votes: That thts sectton of the Province has hitherto scarcely parttici- 
pated in any share of the Government expenditure, so liberally directed towards 
public improvements in other Counties; whereby the settlement of this County has 
been retarded, Rivers of a formidable character left unbridged, the postal serv- 
tee interrupted, and the intercourse and traffic between Montreal and the City 
of Ottawa diverted from the direct route; and praying that the House will be 
pleased to take into tits kind consideration, the grievances and disabilities 
under which the Petittoners, as set forth in the said Petition, now labor, and 
that the House wtll be pleased to devise such remedies therefor, as in the opin- 
ton of the House shall seem ftt and proper. 

Of J.T. Hébert and others, of the Township of Arthabaska; praying that that 
part of the said Township known as "Pointe d'Arthabaska," may be annexed to the 
Township of Somerset. 

Of Peter Oster and Elizabeth Jane Oster, of the Township of Vaughan; praying 
that the ortginal road allowance opposite thetr property may be granted to them, 
as a compensation for a certain quantity of land taken from them for a public 
highway. 

Of Remit Beaubien and others, of Kacouna and other Partshes in the County of 
Rimouskt; praying payment of amount due them by the Government for the erectton 
of a wharf at Riviére du Loup. 

Of the Municipality of Kitley; of the Municipality of Oxford, in the County 
lof] Grenville; of the Municipality of the rear of Yonge and Escott; and of the 
Muntetpaltty of Wolford; praying that Corporate Towns may not be set apart from 
the Counties or Unton of Counttes in which they are sttuated, with the intent of 
freeing them from thetr just proportion of taxes requtred for County Roads and 
Bridges. 

Of Thomas Bedard, of the Paritsh of L'Assomption, in the Dtstrtct of 
Montreal, Notary; praying payment of a certain amount due him for services 
rendered to Commisstoner of Crown Lands. 

Of the Munictpal Couneil of the County of Kamouraska; praying for certain 
amendments to the Act 10 & 11 Vic. cap. 7. 
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Of F. Marchand and others, of the Borough and Partsh of St. John's; praying 
aid for a Female Educational Establishment in the satd Borough and Parish. 

Of the Muntetpal Counctl, No. 1, of the County of Dorehester; praying for a 
loan to macadamtze part of Kennebec Road, to be retmbursed, with interest, tn 
twenty years. 

Of Charles Symmes and others, of the Village of Aylmer, County of Ottawa; 
representing that there are two Villages in the Province of Canada known by the 
name of Aylmer, one situated in the County of Ottawa, Canada East, and the other 
tn the County of Elgin, Canada West; and praying that the name of Inkermann may 
be substituted for that of Aylmer, Canada East. 


Ordered, That the Petitton of Mrs. Jane McIntosh, of the Township of 
Cornwall, be referred to the Standing Committee on Conttngenctes. 

















Mr. Somerville reported from the Select Committee on the Bill to establish 
a Ctreutt Court tn and for the County of Huntingdon, and part of the County of 
Chateauguay, That the Committee had gone through the Bill, and made amendments 
thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House, for To-morrow. 


Mr. Roblin reported from the Select Committee on the Bill further to amend 
an Aet to establish Mutual Insurance Companies in Upper Canada, That the Commit- 
tee had gone through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House, for Monday next. 

Ordered, That the Bill, as amended, be printed for the use of the Members of 
thts House. 


Mr. Polette reported from the General Committee of Electtons, That they had 
selected Thursday the twenty-ninth of March tnstant, at Ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, for the appointment from Panel No. 3, of the Select Committee to try 
the matter of the Petttton complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
County of Argenteutl. 


Ordered, That the Petttton of the Muntctpality of Kitley; the Petition of 
the Muntctpality of Oxford, in the County of Grenville; the Petitton of the 
Munietpality of the rear of Yonge and Escott; and the Petition of the Munict- 


pality of Wolford, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


The Honorable Mr. Cartter, one of Her Majesty's Executtve Council, pre- 
sented, pursuant to an Address to His Excellency the Governor General, --Return 
to an Address of the Legislative Assembly to His Excellency the Governor Gen- 
eral, dated the 12th instant, praying Hts Excellency to cause to be laid before 
the House, coptes of all Orders of Counetl and of all Correspondence and Of ft- 
etal Reports, touching a certain claim of Clarke Gamble, Esquire, for Scrip 
and Land, founded on the original claim of the late Oliver Everts, for fifteen 
hundred acres of the Crown Domain. 

For the satd Return, see Appendtx (H.H.H.) 


Onamotion civ MR aediisk MACDONALD, ! 


tf2ey 
Ordered, That the said Return be printed for the use of the Members of thts 
House. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Turcotte be added to the Select Committee to which was 


(7235) 
referred the Bill to improve the Law relating to Betterment, in the room of the 
Honorable Mr. Lemteux. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chisholm have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Act 12 
Vie. cap. 85, tntttuled, "An Act to amend the several Laws therein menttoned 
relative to the appointment and duties of Inspectors of Weights and Measures in 
Upper Canada." 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 


On motion of Mr. Stdney Smith, seconded by Mr. Gill, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he will cause to be laid before this House, coptes of all 
Correspondence and other Documents relative to the sale or purchase from the 
Grey Nuns at Montreal, of certain property at or near the north end of the con- 
templated Victorta Bridge, and transfer of the same to the Grand Trunk Ratlway 
Company and to any Indtviduats. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Council of this Province. 








On motion of MR. BUREAU, 2 


(723) 
Ordered, That the 62nd Standing Rule of this House be suspended as regards 
the Petition of W. McKay and others, of Sherrington, latterly Babyville. 


The Honorable Mr. Cartier, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counetl, pre- 
sented, pursuant to an Address to His Excellency the Governor General,--Return 
to an Address from the Legislative Assembly of the twenty-fourth of November, 
1854, for a Return shewing the amount sold of Debentures of the Montreal Court 
House; how, and to whom sold, at what rate, when and where. 

By Command, 
Geo. Et. Cartter, Secretary. 
Secretary's Office, Pei 
Quebec, 21st March, 1855. 


Statement. 
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Chere G 


Deys\7| 


On motzon of sR. es. SMITH, 3 


: (726) 
Ordered, That the said Return be referred to the Special Committee appointed 
for the investigating all charges preferred against the Members of the late 
Admintstratton. 


A Bill to incorporate the Eastern Townships Bank, was, according to Order, 
read the third ttme. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Galt do carry the Bill to the Legislative Counetl, and 
destre thetr concurrence. 





The Order of the day being read, for resuming the adjourned Debate upon the 
Amendment which was yesterday proposed to be made to the Questton, That the Bill 
to regulate the Militia of this Province, and to repeal the Acts now tn force 
for that purpose, be now read a second time; and which Amendment was, That the 
word "now" be left out, and the words "this day stx months" added at the end 
thereof; 

And the Questton on the Amendment being again proposed:--The House resumed 
the said adjourned Debate. 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON dit qu'il ne voit pas quelles objections on peut 
avoir contre ce bill, excepté peut-étre l'objection que l'opposition a toujours 
contre les mesures du gouvernement,--qu'elles viennent du gouvernement. The 
member for Montreal opposed the bill because of? the 70th clause,® which the 
ministry had already stated they were prepared to abandon.’ Elle [the clause] 
ne s'y trouve que par une erreur de l'imprimeur. Quand méme le gouvernement 
aurait eu l'intention de mettre cette clause dans le bill, le. fait qu'il vient 
dire aujourd'hui qu'il n'y tient pas serait suffisant pour rallier a la mesure 
tous ceux qui y sont opposés: et on ne peut pas s'y opposer pour aucune raison 
valable, depuis que cette clause est retranchée, a moins qu'on dise qu'il ne 
faut pas de milice du tout. Mais si on admet la nécessité d'une police inté- 
rieure, il fauthlal faire assez forte pour du.elle “puisse saline’ respecter 0s 
lois; le pays’ Serait dans une position dégradante s'11l\ Gtablissait une milice 
qui ne pourrait pas faire respecter les lois et maintenir l'ordre. 

Si les dépenses que l'organisation de la milice nécessitera ne sont pas 
au-dessus des forces du pays, la chambre doit passer ce bill a une grande majo- 
rité.--La motion en amendement est significative de la part de l'opposition et 
indique bien vers qui sont tournées ses sympathies, et l'hon. membre qui l'a 
faitle] est donc d'une forte dose de présomption pour faire une telle proposi- 
tion. C'est une question qui n'exprime aucun principe politique, et on devrait 
la juger sous le point de vue de l'’intérét du pays et de son utilité. Mais si 
les membres de l'autre cété de la chambre ne pensent pas que cette mesure est 
dirigée contre eux et leurs principes, il (M. C.) ne voit pas ce qu'ils peuvent 
dire contre ce bill. (Ecoutez, écoutez!) Si les détails ne conviennent pas a 


5 


la chambre, on peut les amender afin de rendre le bill acceptable a tout le 
monde. Le gouvernement est disposé a se rendre a tous les amendements raison- 
nables qu'on proposera au bill, méme s'ils viennent de l'opposition car si le 
gouvernement repoussait toutes les objections des membres de l'autre cété de la 


chambre parce qu'ils sont dans l'opposition, il mériterait d'étre renversé.® 


CAPT. RHODES had listened to the arguments brought against the bill. He had 
heard nothing new, nothing requiring even an answer. The Gallant Knight had 
stated that there was no new principle in the bill. This was true. But it did 
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involve a great principle; it was one of the most important ever brought before 
the House. He regretted that the Police Bill had not been incorporated with the 
measure. He did not regard the bill as a war measure.? [He] thought that the 
volunteers should not be considered so much a war force, as supplementary to the 
police intended to secure order within the country. Gentlemen had spoken of it 
as being a standing army, it was nothing of the kind; and gentlemen who so 
represent it, had not properly considered the difference between a militia force 
and a standing army. 0 The troops heretofore in the country was (sic) a stand- 
ing army of the worst description, and the people had no control over it. It is 
subject to the executive merely. He looked upon the question from a British 
point of view.!1 He had all the British feeling of horror of a standing army 
without those numerous checks and restrictions put upon it in Britain!2, The 
standing army in England was designated principally for foreign service, and at 
usual times it was stationed [outside] of the country, “At times (of election, so 
jealous were the people of interference on the part of the troops, the army was 
generally marched into country part[s]. The first standing army was introduced 
into England during the time of Oliver Cromwell. That army created a feeling of 
antipathy in the breasts of Englishmen against the very name of a standing army. 
The force found necessary in England was a strictly constitutional force, it was 
a national militia, similar to that provided for in this bill.l3 aA military 
force well organized and rendered effective, was a most constitutional force, 
and so regarded in all free countries.14 He thought it important to explain the 
difference between a standing army and a militia. He was opposed to the pre- 
vious system. He thought it wrong that the Executive could have the power of 
calling out a body of soldiers, in no way responsible to the Parliament, consid- 
ering we lay alongside a great and powerful nation. He thought it prudent to 
permit the people to organize themselves into a militia corps. It was true that 
we are at peace with the United States, but so was Cuba only a few years 
since.!> He had visited Cuba not long ago, and found a large force necessarily 
Maintained there by Spain, on account of the proximity of the island to the 
United States, though she was at peace with that country.+ But that peace had 
not prevented the Americans, or a lawless band of the American people, from 
attacking that Island. The government of the United States did all it could to 
prevent these attacks, but it had not the power to do so.t/ Mexico, too, had to 
maintain a considerable military force because of the designs of her Northern 
neighbour. If these countries had reason to apprehend trouble from the aggres- 
sive purposes of the Unlilted States, had we none?!8 He regarded it only a 
matter of prudence for this country to consider that we may one day become an 
object of desire to the lawless bands in the States.!9 Would it not be wise to 
have some such force in case of need, though principally useful to repel inter- 
nal commotion. Honorable members said this would be giving the power of the 
sword to the Executive?9 [OR] to the people.21 It had that already, and might 
exercise it irrespective of us by its regular army. This measure by creating 
and arming a force from among ourselves, would rather tend to restrain that 
power. It would not only enforce obedience to law upon our own people, but it 
would make others respect our liberties also. He should himself oppose that 
clause in Committee giving the right to send the force out of the Province, as 
the militia force was everywhere regarded as a peculiarly defensive force.22 He 
thought the alternative presented was anarchy or security. He preferred the 
latter.23 He thought it exceedingly unfortunate for the opposition that they 
had selected two gentlemen so well known for their annexation views as the hon. 
member for Montreal and the hon. member for Sherbrooke, to move the amendment 
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rejecting this measure, or that those members had volunteered their services in 
such a case. It gave a tone to the opposition which he was sorry to see. He 
thought it unfortunate also that the honorable member for London had said it 
would be dangerous to put arms in the hand[s] of Irishmen because of their 
religious antipathies. Now, ten years' experience in the army had shown him 
these fears were groundless. The effect of discipline was to make men forget or 
ignore these distinctions when called on to act in support of law and order--and 
this had been found to hold good in Ireland itself.24 The expense appeared to 
be the greatest of all objections. It must be remembered, however, that at the 
present moment the civil power was entirely unprotected. One single riot in any 
of our cities would do more to injure the credit of the country. The standing 
army in England was of recent date. In 1605 there was but 7000 foot, and 1700 
cavalry. If we made no present provision, we might at the close of the present 
war receive into our midst foreign troops, with whom we had no sympathy. He was 
in favor of the principle of the bill. We ought to be in a position to tell 
England that we are making the same provision that she was, to protect her 
honour .29 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry, considered the House had listened with 
great attention to the temperate remarks of the hon. gentleman, who had just sat 
down, and with the attention which a gentleman of his experience in the army 
should be listened to, and his side of the House had discovered from him a fact 
of which they had been in ignorance before, that a Bill to organize a Government 
Police Force2® would be introduced in a day or two.2/ He lamented that it did 
not come down with the present bill, that both may be discussed together. He 
told us that there was more power in the Executive at present, by having the 
control of a standing army, than there would be from the danger of conferring 
upon the Executive the power of organizing a Militia Force. The country never 
had reason to regret the presence of the regular force in the Province, if he 
might except one unhappy occasion to which it was unnecessary now to refer; and 
he also told us that when an officer joins the British army he never contem- 
plates the posiievon Of EP nemalikteymOl del Ol ice) Oi Cems mn tb mmOnuis em Cl Unset) Onn tne 
disturbances and riots in several large towns in England and in Ireland, was it 
not the standing army which quelled them?28 


CAPT. RHODES would ask who put down the Chartist Riots in London? Was it 
not Special Constables?22 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD, of Glengarry, insisted that there were many other riots 
in England, which were only put down by the Military, and in Ireland the mili- 
tary were called out upon all occasions, requiring their assistance to aid the 
civil force. He could not understand the distinction drawn by the hon. gentle- 
man, between the standing army in England and the standing army here.29 The 
complaint against a standing or a regular army was a new one here.>! But the 
objection to this measure was that the standing army of this country was about 
to be withdrawn from it?2. The presence of those troops, in whatever numbers, 
had always given the greatest satisfaction to the people of this Province.2? He 
should be false to himself and his country, if he did not lend his feeble aid to 
the attainment of that object, but the country should have something to say 
about the mode of organizing and its employment.24 He would be very glad to see 
the best possible measure passed for the organization of the militia, which 
would have the effect of introducing a more perfect system of enrolment, without 
the farce of the annual muster, but when along with that there was introduced 
the new feature of volunteer companies>> to be paid by this Province, 2© the 
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nucleus of a Provincial Standing army, he thought it was time to pause.>/ No 
one would oppose a measure having for its object the enrolment of the militia 
and ascertaining the number of those liable to serve. But when such a measure 
as this for arming and drilling at least a portion of the force, was brought in 
contemporaneously with the withdrawel (sic) of the regular troops, they natu- 
rally asked themselves what was meant, and they could not but feel that they 
were called upon to legislate in the dark, without the necessary information, 
which has been afforded them in a very niggardly manner by the present adminis- 
tration. Dispatches had been pointed at by the Commissioners in their report 
which had been laid before the House. Why were they not distinctly informed of 
the intentions of the Imperial Government?28 The introduction of a measure of 
this sort made the Canadian feel that this was only the beginning of a policy 
which was to throw him entirely upon his own resources, and before they went 
into it, they ought to have the fullest information as to the views of Great 
Britain with respect to this Colony, and its future defence against invasion. 
(Hear, hear.) The discussion of this Bill raised questions of the very highest 
importance in regard to the future of this Colony.2? It was the want of this 
information which caused a good deal of the opposition to the measure.49 Two 
principal objections to the measure had been removed by the announcement[s] of 
the honorable and gallant premier, that the bill would not be made permanent, 
but limited to three years; and of the honorable Commissioners (sic) of Crown 
Lands, that the 70th clause remained in the bill through inadvertance, and was 
intended to be struck out. But the measure calling upon us to arm ourselves in 
our own defence, and pay for our own defence, went far to show a disposition to 
leave us to ourselves.4! The clause which says that during war we were to 
support and pay ourselves--was withdrawn after a second consideration.4 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND denied that it was withdrawn after second consid- 
eration. 4> 


[MR. J.S. MACDONALD:] It was not denied last night--and the Bill did not 
provide that the annual sums should be voted by the Administration of this 
country--but the hon. member stated last night--when pressed by the hon. member 
for Montreal (Mr. Holton), that such an amendment would be made in the Bi1144, 
Till now the Militia of this country had always known that in the event of war 
the strong arm of Great Britain would be raised, and her treasures would flow 
forth to defend us, against foreign aggression. But now this confidence was 
taken away, when we were told that we would have to maintain a volunteer force, 
to build armories and arsenals, and to establish a Provincial Marine, all at the 
expense of the Province, and he was afraid that the effect of this leaving us to 
our own resources in the event of being attacked, would go far to shake the 
desire which the people of this country had always entertained for a continuance 
of the link binding us to the mother country.4? We had always heretofore felt 
that in time of danger or difficulty the strong arm of Britain would be 
etretchen foren.to support and assist.us, and, that her treasure would flow 
freely to maintain the integrity of the British Colonial Empire. Now, that 
feeling of security would be shaken, and the faith of Britain's defence of us 
shaken also; and if the impression thus made were not counteracted by some 
contrary declaration on the part of the Government, he feared the affection now 
so generally entertained by the people of this Province would be seriously 
prejudiced--(Cry of "More annexation.") Those who favored annexation could 
defend themselves, and Government had reinstated them, admitting their defence 
to have been a venial one. But he who had never been an annexationist repeated 
this bill was calculated to prove fatal in many cases--to prove fatal to the 
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loyal feelings of which it was the duty of the Government to foster.--They knew 
not what day they might be involved in a war with the United States by the 
mother country, and while her fleets swept the Atlantic eastward, our neighbors 
would in their turn make their first descent on Canada. This was a reason for 
the defence of the frontier, but that defence should in such a case be provided 
for by the mother country, and the people of this country should not be left 
without British troops and experienced officers round whom to rally, to fight 
the battle of defence here in a war with whose causes they had perhaps no 
sympathy. Suppose, for instance, troubles arose out of the Cuban question, 
would the people of Canada be willing to carry on the war at their own expense, 


to retain that slave island under‘4® the blighting dominion of Spain’, 


MR. GAMBLE.--A capital annexation speech. 48 


[MR. J.S. MACDONALD continued:] They could not conceal the fact, that while 
the people of the country loved Britain, and fight for her to maintain her 
glorious position, they would not carry on a war at their own cost in such a 
cause as that.42 When they considered that by the island being kept in the 
hands of Spain, the condition of the slave would not be ameliorated, but his 
shackles would be bound upon him still more firmly, he doubted very much if 
Canadians would be willing to risk their lives and their properties in such a 
war, in the declaration of which they had no voice, in the object of which they 
had no sympathy. (Hear, hear.)99 The militia would naturally ask who and what 
they were fighting for? Oh! for the glory of England. There were one hundred 
thousand militiamen in the Province who would not fight for the glory of 
England.2! Troubles might arise between France and the United States, and 
England be drawn in by reason of her alliance, offensive and defensive, with the 
former country--was this country to bear the brunt of such a war? If Britain 
would furnish us with arms, we would equip and drill our own militia for the 
time of need.92 With regard to the Volunteer Companies--give them arms and they 
will equip themselves without pay, but if you establish the system of payment-- 
there will be no limit to the expenses.> There was no necessity for all this 
large staff which was proposed to be put under pay by the bill. Other details, 
such as the creation of armories, &c. were most objectionable, as causing use- 
less expense. He was not disposed, however, notwithstanding these grave objec- 
tions to oppose any necessary measure for the efficient organization of the 
militia, a step evidently required, if Britain had determined to withdraw her 
military protection.>4 But at all events he saw no necessity for their making 
all those preparations for the possible contingency of a war. War was not 
proclaimed in a day, and they would have time enough to prepare themselves when 
they saw it approaching.” He hoped Ministers would let the bill lie over till 
another session, that the intentions of the Imperial Government might be dis- 
tinctly known, and the opinions of the people of this Province ascertained. He 
believed the people were not satisfied with the report, and would not be with 
the bill, as the Government had removed the strongest objections; still, if his 


honorable friends near him would adopt the suggestion to withdraw their motion, 
he--°6 


Hear, hear, from MR. HARTMAN.?/ 
[MR. J.S. MACDONALD:] Well, well, he would not detain the House longer.8 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH did not expect any strong opposition to the measure 
from a gallant militaiman (sic) like the honorable member who had just sat 
down--one who had long been a Lieut. Col. of a battalion of the famous Glengarry 
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militia. And he thought that, in the course of his speech, he had furnished the 
most conclusive reasons in favour of the measure, though he believed he intended 
to give a party vote against it. One reason why this bill should please the 
honorable gentleman was that cavalry corps were provided for; and it had been 
found that, whenever the Glengarrys went into a campaign as infantry, they had 
come out well mounted. The country would understand the significance of the 
opposition led on this occasion by the honorable members for Montreal and 
Sherbrooke??. [He] hardly knew what the consequences to the country might be if 
the motion of the hon. member for Montreal, to give this Bill the six months 
hoist, should be carried. He did not believe that the hon. member understood 
the object of the Bill. It was merely a bill to regulate the militia system of 
the Province. If the hon. member knew what effect opposition to the Bill would 
have on the interests of the Province in England, assuredly he would withdraw 
it.60 [11] dit que les conséquences de la motion en amendement, si elle était 
adoptée, seraient d'inviter l'invasion étrangére, en annoncant partout que nous 
ne voulons pas avoir de milice en Canada.®! 


Plusieurs Voix.--Nous voulons avoir une milice, mais nous ne voulons pas de 
votre bil[1].®2 


MR. HOLTON.--If the hon. member will withdraw his Bill, he (Mr. Holton) 
would withdraw his motion.®3 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--In the event of the hon. member withdrawing his 
motion, he would have the credit of being the first gentleman having professed 
annexation, who had voluntarily come to the assistance of the British Govern- 
ment©4 [and] proposed in Parliament to throw out a Militia bill.®> Now, as to 
whether the Government were right or wrong in bringing a Bill of this nature at 
this particular juncture was affirmatively shown by the argument of the hon. 
gentleman, that the present war will be one of long duration. If the war was to 
be a long one, and the perhaps doubtful relations with regard to Cuba of the 
Imperial Government with the Government of the United States, when in the event 
of hostilities the Province would be the first object of attack, he could not 
perceive the force of the honorable member's assertion that organization of the 
militia was not wanted.--But hon'ble gentlemen said that they merely objected to 
details.©6 The honorable member for Glengarry had admitted the necessity for 
the withdrawal of troops during the present war, and had gone farther and shown 
the danger of attack from a war arising out of the relations of Spain and the 
United States respecting Cuba, or from other causes. He had proved to the House 
the necessity for providing against contingencies, yet he had not pointed out 
any other mode than that proposed by government for doing so, all the objections 
urged by members opposite, except those already removed by the explanations and 
concessions of Ministers.°’ Even in details, he [Mr. Smith] hoped to convince 
the House that the bill was everything that could be desired. There were, 
indeed, only four objectors, the honorable member for Montreal, the honorable 
member for Sherbrooke, the honorable member for London, and Mr. Marchildon. 
(Laughter.) He would take up the objectionable points seriatum. HateSie.e) ene 
member for Montreal would not submit, being an officer of the militia in this 
country, to be only second in the same rank to an officer of the British army.©8 


Pooh, pooh, from MR. HOLTON, "that is a minor objection."©9 


[MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH continued:] It certainly was a minor objection, and 
he would not insist that it was any objection whatever; he would pass it over as 
of no consequence. Lieutenant Colonels in command were not to be the juniors to 
British officers of the same rank./0 
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MR. HOLTON.--With emphasis, "I never said anything about Colonels."/! 


[MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH:] Well the other gentleman sitting next the honor- 
able member did, but he would also waive that objection. (Laughter.) The next 
clause in the bill went on to say that the Governor in Council could disband the 
volunteers at a moment's notice. The Government had reserved to themselves the 
right of getting rid of the auxiliary force now to be raised for home protection 
the moment they were found to be useless. There were doubtless some errors in 
the bill, as had been pointed out, but for these errors the Government were not 
responsible. The preparation of bills was entrusted to particular officers of 
departments, to law clerks and others. The 70th clause of the bill was not even 
contemplated in the report, as would be ascertained by a reference to the eighth 
page of it. The Commissioners who drew up the report knew nothing of the Bill, 
and how the 70th clause could have crept into it was to the Government a mys- 
tery. Another objection was that the militia were not to receive their pay from 
the Imperial Government. This objection had no meaning, for so long as this 
country remained a dependency of the empire the Imperial Government would pay 
the militia when engaged in actual war. The militia were to have the same rank 
and pay as officers and men of the British army, although it could not be stated 
in the act that the Imperial Government would be the paymaster./2 With the 
exception of the 7Oth clause the bill was so perfect that the opposition were at 
their wits ends to find fau[1]t with it. An objection had been raised to the 
marching of the militia out of the Province to any place conterminous therewith. 
The words’? "to territory continuous therewith'’4 had only been accidentally 
omitted’? in transcribing it, /6 and hence the objection, for it could not be 
said that if it were found necessary to dislodge an enemy from’’ Islands in the 
St. Lawrence, but in the American waters, /8 that the militia or volunteers could 
not be required to do so. The force was merely intended to repel invasion. The 
idea that the militia would be marched into the very heart of an enemy's country 
had never entered into anybody's head. Much had been said about a standing 
army. Now volunteers could not be considered any portion of a standing army; 
and then, the volunteers are to be called out only for a ten days service every 
year, as the nucleus, around which other regiments could be formed. When he 
heard of a standing army being in honorable members' mouths he hardly knew what 
to think. There were in all 50 companies to be organized. On looking at the 
Bill, it would be perceived that it had a two-fold character--one providing for 
the organization of the local militia, and the other providing for a sedentary 
or reserve militia, the Governor General being Commander-in-Chief. Musters 
ordinarily considered were good for very little, but this Bill provided for the 
muster of a certain description of men, who would not complain of being turned 
out once a year. Members of this House need have no fear of being required to 
attend muster. They were exempt. He feared the honorable member for Montreal 
was dissatisfied with his rank, and hence his objection to the Bill. He feared 
that under present circumstances he was not eligible for promotion. With regard 
to the armament, it would be ridiculous to take into use the old rubbish of 
muskets now in the Ordnance stores. The best arms, such as the men would take a 
pride in, must be had.--(He then run (sic) over the clauses of the Bill.)--The 
whole force to be raised would not exceed 5000 officers and men, but it was 
impossible to train even that force well, unless competent men to do so were 
obtained, and to be obtained they must be paid well. He did not want broken 
down troops. He wanted Canadian regiments, and the Canadians made excellent 
soldiers, as an officer of the regular service remarked in complimenting the 
regiment which he had the honor to command. The object of the bill was only to 
make the militia system better than it was./2 He believed the bill would be 
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popular with the country, as he felt assured it would be passed through this 
House with large majorities, for it was an occasion on which party political 
difference should be forgotten, and he could not help contrasting the conduct of 
the gentlemen opposite with that of the leader of the opposition at the time the 
last militia bill was passed, when that distinguished gentleman had said that 
that was not a question for party divisions, and that if the Government would 
refer the bill to a Select Committee he should be happy to afford them his 
service to make it as perfect as possible. The bill was passed without a 
dissenting voice. He regretted that a different course had been adopted now; 
but he must say that he thought so far as the debate had yet gone, the annexa- 
tion gentlemen had got the worst of it .80 


MR. HOLTON.--Order! Is the hon. gentleman in order, Mr. Speaker, applying 
those epithets to gentlemen on this side of the House?8! |[ protest against any 
gentlemen in this House being called annexation gent lemen.82 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER.--If you consider the term offensive, the hon. gen- 
tleman was out of order in using it.83 


MR. HOLTON.--I do consider it offensive. (Hear, hear.)84 (Laughter.)8° 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH said he was glad this avowal had been called out; for 
he did believe that the hon. gentlemen had no love for annexation at bottom.86 


MR. CHRISTIE then spoke as follows:--Although the members from Renfrew and 
Toronto, in common with other Hon. members, have expressed their surprise that 
any opposition should have been offered to this Bill, I shall take the liberty 
of voting for the amendment of my hon. friend from Montreal, even at the expense 
of incurring the displeasure of those hon. gentlemen. The hon. and learned 
member for Toronto, with that elegance and eloquence for which he is distin- 
guished, made a very forcible appeal to the patriotism of the House. He alluded 
in glowing terms to the contest in which Great Britain is engaged, and asked if 
we were not willing to make sacrifices to sustain it. Yes sir, this House and 
this Country are willing to make such sacrifices, and their deeds attest the 
fact. But the hon. gentleman will permit me to say that this has nothing to do 
with the question. In his speech, the learned member never touched the thresh- 
old of the position taken by my hon. friend from Montreal, excepting when with 
his usual tact, he came to the rescue of the Government, by proposing, that they 
should abandon their intention of pressing the clause providing a standing 
supply. Now sir, much as I admire the valour of our troops, and the rectitude 
of the cause in which they are engaged, I am not ashamed to say that there is 
one thing which I value more highly, namely the rights and liberties of the 
people of Canada. All the arguments adduced in support (ue qeloubis, jowtllits . Jone Ve lave 
Government and their supporters, have failed to prove that it is not what my 
hon. friend from Montreal has stated, a measure, not for the reorganization of 
the Militia (for had that been its true character, no one would have opposed 
it), but a bill framed for the express purpose of instituting and organizing a 
standing army in this Province. The title of the bill is delusive and decep- 
tive. Were any additional evidence needed to establish this fact, it is only 
necessary to refer to the Report of the Commissioners, on which, the hon. 
Solicitor General West, says, the Bill is founded. It will be recollected that 
the gallant Knight who introduced it was one of the Commissioners. At the 
commencement of their Report they say:-- 

"The Commissioners appointed by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of the 
Province, dated 27th October, 1854, for the purpose of investigating the state 
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efficient and economical system of public defence, and further to report on an 
improved system of Police for the better preservation of the peace--" 
This was the object of their appointment. They then go on to state that-- 
"With regard to providing an efficient and economical system of public 
defence the Commissioners are unanimously of opinion that the establishment of 
Volunteer, Troops sof Militia Cavalny, Field Batteries and Foot Companies of 
Artillery, and Companies of Infantry, armed as Riflemen in the several locali- 


present circumstances of the Province, taken into connexion with such measures 
as they willvalso have’ the’ honor! of submitting tovYour /Excelllency?for thesre— 
organization and armament of the Sedentary Militia." 

Reference is here made not merely to the re-organization of the Militia, but 
to the establishment of an armed force for the avowed object of providing an 
"efficient and economical system of public defense," and yet we are told that 
the bill provides for nothing of the kind. Does the Solicitor General think 
that the people of Canada can be deceived in this way? And is it not strange 
that a gentlemen (sic) occupying his position should presume to offer such an 
insult to this House,) as to present a bill, the title tote which isvevasive and 
deceptive? Why did not the government at once honestly state that they wanted 
to raise a standing army, and that in their belief the Government of Great 
Britain wished us to do it. Let not hon. gentlemen be deceived by such a 
strategem. This House has now to consider a very grave and important question 
which involves the whole of our colonial relations. The proposition is not the 
re-organization and amendment of our Militia system, but the institution and 
organization of a standing army, and the taking on ourselves the defence of the 
Province. It was the duty of the Government before taking a step of this kind, 
to lay before Parliament official documents, showing that the Imperial Govern- 
ment had come to the determination of leaving us to our own resources. They 
ought also to have been prepared to state the terms on which we were expected to 
do this; whether it were intended that we should contribute all the cost of 
maintaining Imperial authority without being able to make treaties; that we 
should incur the risk of being dragged into disputes and contests in which we 
might have if any, at all events, a very remote interest, without even being 
consulted about them. In addition to this the administration should have been 
in a position to state, that the scheme had been before the country, long enough 
to afford the opportunity for a full and fair expression of public opinion on 
it. The Attorney General East stated the other night, that this was the course 
taken in reference to the Lower Canada Municipal Act. So anxious were the 
Government to ascertain what the people of L. Canada thought of that measure, 
that before the adjournment ten copies of the Bill had been sent to each munici- 
pality in that part of the Province. Now, Sir, I ask what is the position of 
the Government in reference to this Bill?8’ If its sole object was the organi- 
zation of a Militia Force not one would object to it. Before taking this step 
the Government should be prepared with official documents from the Government of 
Great Britain, showing us the consideration which they had given the measure. 
The quarrel about Cuba had been spoken of, it was not of the slightest interest 
to the people of this colony what related to any quarrel--between the United 
States and England--about Cuba.88 What have they to show in the shape of 
official documents, a meagre minute of Council, containing the purport of a 
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conversation between the late Inspector General, and Sir C. Trevelyan, the 
import of which may have been entirely misapprehended. Then what was that 
conversation? Vague generalities as to the propriety of this colony doing 
something in the way of self defence. Now, Sir, I do not believe that this is 
all that they can show, if they chose to do so. We have called again and again 
for despatches, and they have kept their seats without saying a word in reply. 
I now ask the gallant knight why they will not bring their despatches and lay 
them on the table of the House. We have a right to the information. We know 
that there is a despatch which they won't produce, because the Commissioners (of 
whomothe vallante knight 1s .one) say so in their report, page 14. "The 


in the Province, with the exception of such portions of these Lands at Kingston, 
Montreal and Quebec, as are essential to the Military defence of the Colony, in 
consideration of the Provincial Government making ample provision for the 
ordinary defence and protection of the Province." Why was this despatch not 
isice beforesthe House?’ “Is Lt. not an outrageous insult to be told that;the 
Commissioners perused a document of so important a character as this, and yet 
that they will not bring it down to Parliament. The Commissioners tell us 
something about terms, and what are they, that the Imperial Government will give 
up certain Ordnance lands, in consideration of the Provincial Government making 
ample provision for the ordinary defence and protection of the Province. Of 
what. value, Sir, is the whole ordnance property, in comparison with the sur- 
render of our highest privileges. Are we prepared to admit the doctrine of 
"taxation without representation." Are we prepared to be yoked to the Imperial 
Car, to be dragged through every quarrel and war, just or unjust? Are we ready 
to engage in every contest, to contribute our quotum (sic) of the cost, without 
the right of being consulted as to whether it be our duty or for our interest to 
do so? Furthermore, was this most important matter mooted at the last general 
election, or how long has the determination of the Government in reference to it 
been announced? Why, Sir, the thing was never thought of until the publication 
of the report of the commissioners. That report has just reached Upper Canada, 
and this Bill, which we are now called to read a second time, is yet on its way 
to the Upper Province. Gentlemen opposite may steal a march on the people of 
this country by passing this Bill. In their desire for power and patronage they 
may make it law, but when they shall come before the trabuna la Gomwhaeh) the 
Inspector General said last night they were willing to appeal, they will be 
routed and overthrown. We accept the challenge of the Government. The amend- 
ment to the motion of the gallant knight, contains this proposition. It 
recognizes the propriety of affording an opportunity for an appeal to the people 
on this vital question. It declares that this Bill shall not now be read a 
second time but on this day six months. Let not the Government withdraw the 
statement made last night; let them appeal to the country; we ask them to Comets. 
and we tell them that we will abide the result. We are most anxious to know 
what the people think of this measure, and if they are sincere in their profes- 
sions of a desire to be guided by the well understood wishes of the people, they 
will not hesitate to accept the amendment; besides they have other strong con- 
stitutional grounds for making this appeal. A large class of persons who could 
not vote at the last election have not the right of suffrage. They have a right 
to be heard; it is only fair before exacting a law like this that every person 
rated for real property should have the right to say whether it be desirable or 
not. Mr. Speaker this House ought to be jealous of the rights and privileges of 
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the people in so important a matter as the institution of a standing Army.89 
Notwithstanding all that had been said by the member for Megantic, it was a fact 
that the proposed volunteer force was of the nature of a standing army.20 He 
had not given a single reason in favor of the principle of the Bill--and some 
writer said--that the greatest of all political evils in ruling was ruling by 
legal force.?! Now Sir, although I am opposed to the second reading of this 
bill,” as’ the principle of at is under discussion, it ws) well=to Vook=at some of 
its provisions, so that the odiousness of the measure may appear. I do unhes- 
itatingly affirm that it tramples under foot the power and privileges of Par- 
liament. The 114[th] section provides a standing supply. Should it become law 
hereafter Parliament will have no voice in the matter, but the Governor, by his 
warrant to the Receiver General, without the consent of the Executive Council, 
or of Parliament, may order payment of the necessary expenses. Since the time 
of Charles lst has such a thing been tolerated? Are we to abandon the great 
principle of the right of Parliament to control the armed forces of the country? 
Is not this striking a direct blow at the liberty of the subject. And yet we 
are cool[l]ly told by the premier, that there is no principle embodied in the 
bill. It is a most unprincipled measure. Then, Sir, where is the Mutiny Act 
which ought to accompany it. We shall no doubt be referred to the 69th clause. 
Why Sir, that clause provides that the militia shall be subject to the Imperial 
Mutiny Act, or Acts relating to Her Majesty's Troops in this Province; nay, it 
goes even further, it enacts that the commander-in-chief may at his pleasure 
dispense with even these safeguards. We are told also that a very small ex- 
penditure only is necessary, amounting to a few thousand pounds a year; can it 
be supposed that the matter will rest here? Before even this measure has passed 
a second reading, the author of this very coalition Government, the late Inspec- 
tor-General, puts a notice on the paper, that he intends to move that 100 acres 
of the public lands of this Province shall be given to any person in this 
country who shall enlist as a soldier in the army of the Crimea. When will this 
folly end? And all this is to be hurried to a consummation, before the people 
shall have been allowed to say what they think of it. Then Sir, the 182nd 
section provides that troops shall be cantoned on the people, when it shall be 
thought that there ie danger to thefsafety of the ‘Provinees4 Heresagain tie 
Commander-in-chief is to be the judge, and Sir, in spite of Magna Charta a band 
of idle fellows may be permitted to molest the peaceable inhabitants of the 
Province. This is one of the greatest evils of a standing army. It is a sort 
of moral pestilence wherever it is. And are we to establish over the face of 
the country deposits of crime and demoralization? What will the people of Upper 
Canada say to those of their representatives who shall sanction it? Tell them 
of quartering cantons of troops on them and the deafel[s]t of you will hear the 
response. The recollection of 1837 is too vivid for them to tolerate such a 
violation of their rights. Let me ask the members from Oxford, West Brant, 
Lancoin,- We llands 4 Yorks Grenville, ?2 Renfrew, 2° and Prescott what was the expe- 
rience of their constituents in those days, and what are likely to be their 
feelings on this point. It would be easy to show many other evils in the bill 
but it “Ls not my Aantention todo “so. lhe wholes thang sromerElrst me bOmlasu.amusS 
bad.?4 Wherever you have a standing army--you have a neucles (sic) of crime and 
demoralization.?> It has been SOU pe How the express purpose of affording 
patronage to Government, a sort of asylum for young aristocratic loungers, who 
cannot dig, and are ashamed to beg. It reminds one of the Irish Regiment of 
Volunteers, which was said to consist of sixteen Lieut. Colonels, three Drum- 
mers, and one Private. Who has asked for this measure? Have the people of the 
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Province done so? Is there a single petition in favor of it? Do the circum- 
stances of the Province demand it? With whom are we likely to have any diffi- 
culty? With each other? Was there ever a more peac[e]lable and contented 
people? With the Americans? Is the Reciprocity treaty any proof of the proba- 
bility of their having evil designs on us? Whence then do we anticipate danger? 
I entreat hon. members not to entertain this measure. At all events, let them 
give the country an opportunity of being heard, by accepting the amendment.?26 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB having risen to reply,?/ 


MR. BROWN asked how often the gallant Knight was to speak? He had already 
spoken twice on this motion, although it was a rule of the House that hon. 
members should only speak once. 98 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said he had not a great deal to say in reply to 
the hon. gentleman who had come into this House by a majority of four or five, 
to support the hon. gentleman who had called attention to his having spoken 
twice. He thought he might be allowed a few words, as he was not in the habit 
of making long speeches, not being able to say a great deal about nothing like 
some hon. gentlemen. The hon. member for Brant (Mr. Christie) had read the 
House a lecture on the subject of this Bill, professing to speak on behalf of 
the whole people of Upper Canada, but he thought some other gentlemen might have 
been more qualified for the task than one who had got in by a majority of half a 
dozen. It had suited the hon. gentleman's taste to talk about aristocratic 
loungers and the clergy of the Church of England, but he could tell the hon. 
gentleman that the parties he referred to, were just as good as hypocritical 
loafers. (Order.) There was not a man in this House who enjoyed so small a 
degree of influence in Upper Canada as the hon. gentleman who had just taken his 
seat on the strength of a majority of three or four votes?9, and as soon as he 
gets in affects to set himself up as an exponent of public feeling.100 He spoke 
of a standing army, forsooth. If the proposed force would constitute a standing 
army, what difference was there between that force and the proposed volun- 
teers?!0l uaa they not always had a militia in this country, and had they not 
had volunteer corps also?!92 It was not contended that a standing army existed 
in the United States, and yet there they had one of the most splendid militia 
forces in the world.!93 Was it not an insult to the understanding of members of 
the House to call such a force a standing army, and endeavor to frighten with 
such a childish fear to tell them that this was a standing army to put them 
down?104 We were told that there was no necessity for the Bill. In England the 
great cry now was that the nation was unprepared for the emergency which arose. 
The present Bill was merely designed to improve the present system. There was, 
as he had said, no new principle. The hon. member for Montreal acknowledges 
that something was necessary to be done, and yet instead of setting about 
affecting that something he moves that all attempt atsealre-organizaviontor 
militia be deferred for six months./9° [He] said so great a preparation as this 
was not needed. Others complained that Government did not propose to do enough. 
The Government had endeavoured to do what was necessary under existing circum- 
stances, and nothing more.106 Was there one member in this House who in his 
heart believed that this was to be a standing army, except perhaps the member 
for Montreal?!09/ 


MR. HOLTON.--I said nothing about it./98 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB then referred to a statement of Mr. Wilson's the 
previous evening!99, The members on the opposite benches seemed hard pressed 
for arguments, and one of them was compelled in extremity to attack a large 
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portion of the people of this country!10, [He spoke] about the possibility of 
collisions between Irish Orangemen and Roman Catholics, if arms were placed in 
their hands. He could tell his hon. friend that in the troubles of 1837, in the 
whole of Upper Canada he could not have found one Irish rebel.tll 


Oh! Oh! from the French members. !12 


[MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB continued:] He could tell the hon. member for 
London that the Irishmen of this country would not soon forget his remarks of 
last evening.!13 It was objected that there ... were no petitions against this 
Bill.1!4 we was satisfied the Government were right in the course they were now 
taking, and he would be very much surprised if the people of this country looked 
upon it as anything else than wise and prudent for them to put the Militia of 
the country on a proper footing.!15 If the press could be taken as an indica- 
tion of the opinions of the people, it was favorable to the measure. He (Sir 
Allan) had seen but one newspaper that opposed it, and that was generally 
supposed to be under the control of gentlemen opposite.tl 


MR. FOLEY regretted that the gallant knight, in rising to defend his posi- 
tion in reference to a measure of this importance, should not have displayed 
more of that calmness of temper which might be looked for in the leader of this 
House. (Hear, “hears Has attack on his hone Ertend from Brant. on accountmon 
the smallness of his majority, he looked upon as paltry in the extreme, (Hear, 
hear,) and some of the gallant knight's friends, now sitting near him, had been 
returned by majorities still smaller. The member for Brockville (Mr. Crawford) 
had been returned by a majority of 6, and the member for Carleton by a majority 
of 7, smaller majorities both of them than that on which the member for Brant 
had come into this House, and the gallant knight forgot to say that the gentle- 
man who had been displaced by Mr. Christie as member for Brant, had in this 
House pursued precisely the same course, so that the decision given by the elec- 
tors of Brant, whether in favour of Mr. McKerlie or Mr. Christie was unanimous 
against the present Government. (Hear, hear.) The attack of the gallant knight 
was quite unworthy of him and uncalled for in the circumstances. LE was not 
becoming in the hon. gentleman who was so shortly to occupy the distinguished 
position of commander of the Forces in Canada, to get into a passion about so 
small a matter. (Hear, hear.)117 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I am aware there has been a report in circula- 
tion such as that to which the hon. member has referred. But I declare here 
before this House and the country that I never had the slightest idea of taking 
the Adjutant Generalship of the Militia, and that I will. not accept it.t18 When 
he retired from the Government, it would be to a seat lower down on the ministe- 
rial side of the House, or to those benches opposite. He would not accept any 
office at their hands.!19 


MR. FOLEY was glad an opportunity had been afforded the hon. and gallant 
knight to deny the rumour, and he hoped that gentleman's future conduct would 
justify the sincerity of his professions. He believed there were motives unex- 
plained, and correspondence unproduced which impelled the introduction of this 
Bill. He would ask the hon. gentleman whether such was not the case?7120 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--I am not aware that any correspondence has 
taken place between the Imperial and Provincial Government on that subject.!21 


MR. BROWN.--No dispatch from the Imperial Government ?!22 
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MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--No correspondence. 123 


MR. FOLEY then quoted from proceedings which had taken place in the House of 
Commons on the 23rd February last, in the course of which Sir George Grey stated 
that a correspondence was going on between the Colonial Office and the!24 Gover- 
nors of Canada and Nova Scotia, on the subject of the provision for the defence 
of these provinces!25, but as it was still in progress that he did not like to 
state the exact position in which it stood.!26 si tel est le Gasse ll wescieedist tr 
cile que le gouvernement n'ait pas connaissance de cette correspondance, et il 
faut que le ministre anglais ou le ministre canadien avance sciemment une faus- 
seté!27, Now he (Mr. Foley) held that till this correspondence was brought to a 
close, and the House made acquainted with the nature of it, it was not becoming 
in the Government to come down and ask them to enter into a large expenditure, 
the object of which was not clearly ascertainable, and the effect of which no 
man could predict. (Hear, hear.) 128 He was opposed to the Bill entirely. He 
thought the people would be opposed to it.!29 Le gouvernement dit aujourd'hui 
que la 70e clause a été insérée dans le bill par une erreur d'un employé. alt 
voudrait bien pouvoir le croire, mais dans ce cas comment se fait-il qu'on ne 
dise cela qu'aujourd'hui? Pourquoi l'un des ministres ne s'est-il pas levé hier 
soir, lorsque l'hon. membre pour Montréal leur reprochait cette clause, et n'a- 
t-11- pace @it “alors ce qu'il dit aujourd'hui? Tl lui semble plut6t que le 
gouvernement avait bien l'intention de mettre cette clause, et que ce n'est 
qu'aujourd'hui qu'il s'est décidé a la retrancher afin de rendre le bill moins 
odieux. 130 [He] pointed out that the withdrawal of the 70th clause, announced 
by the Commissioner of Crown Lands, would not remove one of the main objections 
to the Bill, as other portions of it gave an unlimited power of expenditure to 
the Government.!3! Ce qui prouve que le gouvernement avait bien l'intention de 
mettre cette clause, c'est que les ¢lauses 86, 87 et 114 n'en sont que les 
corollaires, en ce qu'elles autorisent le gouverneur a payer, a méme les fonds 
consolidés, toutes les dépenses encourues pour la défense de la province ou pour 
la répression des troubles intérieurs. Et si pour cet objet les troupes de Sa 
Majesté sont requises, il lui semble que cela revient au méme que par la 70e 
clause. 

Il y a encore une autre clause qui sera particuliérement odieuse au peuple. 
C'est la 40e, qui pourvoit a ce que les compagnies volontaires soient payées par 
la municipalité dans laquelle elles seront appelées en cas de troubles. Ainsi 
s'il survenait de s troubles sur un chemin de fer sur les limites d'une muni- 
cipalité, et que les émeutiers se répandissent dans la municipalité voisine, 
celle-ci serait obligée de payer les volontaires qui se rendraient chez ellel32, 
The billeting too was a provision which would be odious in the eyes of the 
yeomanry of the country.!33 Les habitans seraient obligés de les loger et peut— 
€tre de les nourrir, & raison de huit sous par jour, et de loger et TO Ws Tels 
leurs chevaux pour vingt sous par jour (voir la 92e clause).} 


A member.--It is in the present law. 139 


[MR. FOLEY continued:] But only in time of war [yet] this provides for the 
same thing when the troops were in cantonments.!36 Il demande si cela est juste 
et si l'on croit que le peuple s'y soumettra de bon coeur. S'il plait a un 
commandant de croire qu'il y a du trouble quelque part, il se rendra dans la 
municipalité quand méme il n'y aurait pas de trouble, et il fera payer ses 
volontaires pour tout le tems qu'il lui plaira d'y rester. 

Il laisse au peuple a juger si cela lui conviendra beaucoup.!3/ [He] asked 
where was that public opinion in its favour expressed by petitions with the 
absence of which hon. gentlemen on the other side had taunted them in reference 
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to the commutation clause of the Clergy Reserve Act. He believed the public 
opinion of the country was that a simple measure for a proper system of enrol- 
ment was all that was now required.138 He felt that re-organizing the militia 
was calculated to excite suspicion in the minds of the Americans, and actually 
hasten the very event, which the Ministry appeared so much to deprecate. He 
thought the Bill ought not now to pass. He hoped the minority would not press 
it, or, if disposed to do so, he hoped that the supporters of the Government 
would resist the dictation and compel the postponement of the measure for at 
least six months.!39 


MR. ROBINSON, never entertained a doubt that the people of the country would 
turn out in the event of a war, and in his opinion there would be no difficulty 
whatever, in obtaining volunteer companies.!40 It was fortunate that the people 
of Canada did not estimate their loyalty in the manner of the hon. gentleman. 
In 1812 they were ready and zealous in repelling invasions from the United 
States, and guarding the interests of Britain in the Provinces, though they had 
then no direct interest in the causes which produced the war.!4l There was 
indeed, some truth in the remarks of the hon. member for Waterloo, that there 
was nothing so odious in Upper Canada, and he fancied in Lower Canada too, of 
the!42 ten days dri11143 required by the present militia law. It was of no use, 
and there was neither order, nor training of any kind. It was simply a muster 
of men without arms.!44 But put arms in their hands, and give them time to 
improve themselves in their use, and it would be quite otherwise. They would 
turn out with alacrity. A young, vigorous country growing so fast as Canada, 
should no longer be without an efficient Militia.t45 It was the duty of the 
House to make the measure as perfect as possible, so that efficient companies 
might be obtained. When the present state of European affairs was considered, 
some measure for defence had been forced upon the attention of the Government. 
The Government Commissioners in their report had gone into the matter ably and 
fully, and he was astonished at opposition coming from some from whom better 
things were to have been expected. 


MR. PAPIN dit que quand il s'agissait de faire adopter des mesures impor- 
tantes réclamées a grands cris par le peuple, le gouvernement ne faisait que 
temporiser, et que d'année en année elles étaient remises jusqu'a ce que le gou- 
vernement fifit forcé de les adopter malgré lui, et lorsqu'il voyait qu'un refus 
prolongé mettrait son existence en danger. Combien de temps le peuple avait-il 
demandé l'abolition de la Tenure Seigneuriale, avant de l'obtenir? Il en était 
de méme pour les Réserves du Clergé. Depuis combien de temps l'opinion publique 
s'était-elle prononcéle] en faveur d'un Conseil Législatif Electif? pourtant on 
ne l'avait pas encore. Le besoin des réformes radicales dans la judicature et 
dans les” lois’ é6lectorales se! faisait seéntin’ a “un “haut (degrees! \pountant =) hon: 
Procureur~-général du Bas-Canada avait, ce jour méme, en réponse a des questions 
qu'il \(M/ P.) avait faites a l’admintistration, répondw quik. ne, ‘s’occupait pas 
dans cette session de ces deux grandes mesures. Des réformes dans le systéme 
municipal avait été demandées longtemps avant qu'un bill fiit présenté sur cette 
question. 

Mais quand il s'agissait d'une mesure que le peuple n'avait jamais demandée, 
dont il n'avait jamais senti le besoin d'une mesure qui pouvait n'étre proposée 
que pour augmenter le patronage du gouvernement et lui donner la puissance phy- 
sique dont elle (sic) pourrait avoir besoin pour suppléer a la puissance morale 
qui lui échappait; oh! alors il fallait procéder a la vapeur, et en finir dans 
huit ‘ou quinze "fours. Pourtant ‘quand*il s*agissait d‘unelmesure qui aldair 
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imposer a la province une taxe d'environ cinquante mille louis par année, il 
était raisonnable de supposer que l'on donnerait le temps a l'opinion publique 
de se prononcer, et aux représentans de la chambre de consulter leurs électeurs 
a ce sujet. Mais puisque l'administration refusait tout ajournement de la ques- 
tion, il fallait discuter la mesure telle qu'elle se présentait, et c'est ce 
qu'il allait faire. I1 était opposé complétement au projet de loi du premier 
Ministre, d-abord parce.qgu' il ne voyait pas du tout pourquoi le. pays avait 
besoin d'une armée; et qu'il ne savait pas quel ennemi nous avions a combattre. 
Dans un temps ou les relations commerciales du Canada et des Etats-Unis allaient 
toujours croissantes; ou les chemins de fer reliaient si étroitement celles des 
peuples, aprés la passation du bill de réciprocité qui augmentait les relations 
déja existantes entre ces deux pays, il était inopportun de créer une armée dans 
le but évident, comme la derniére clause du bill le faisait voir, de combattre 
les Etats-Unis. 

Si c'était une provocation, il faudrait une armée plus forte que celle-1a; 
ce n'était pas avec cing mille volontaires que l'on soutiendrait l'honneur de la 
mation canadienne--mais il (M. P.) était opposé au bill pour une raison plus 
forte encore, parce qu'il établissait un principe nouveau que la colonie ne 
devait pas consacrer, savoir que: le Canada devait faire les dépenses néces- 
saires pour conserver cette colonie a 1l'Angleterre quand elle en retirait des 
troupes. 

Il ne craignait pas de maintenir que l'Angleterre,--si elle voulait conser- 
ver son empire dans cette province devrait prendre les moyens de la défendre et 
de la protéger contre l'aggression de dehors; et que quoiqu'il fit opposé a 
toute idée qui tendait a séparer le Canada de l'Angleterre par la force des 
armes, il n'était pas disposé a pousser la loyauté jusqu'a se battre pour main- 
tenir la connexion Britannique, malgré l1'Angleterre. I1 savait bien que cette 
déclaration serait considérée comme déloyauté par certains honorables membres de 
l'autre cété de la chambre qui étaient aujourd'hui plus loyaux que le peuple 
Anglais méme, mais qu'il ne l'avait pas toujours été. Il n'a aucun doute que 
l'hon. Secrétaire Provincial était prét a se battre aujourd'hui pour conserver 
la connexion Britannique aussi vaillamment que, d'aprés la commune renommée, il 
Setait battu pour la briser, “en 1837--; ainsi que l'hon. Premier qui en 1849 
conseillait l'annexion aux Etats-Unis; de méme que l'hon. Procureur-Général du 
Haut-Canada, les honorables membres pour Charleton, Brockville et Prince-Edward 
qui en 1849, faisaient partie de la fameuse ligue dont le but n'était rien autre 
chose que de révolutionner le pays--L'Angleterre dans son opinion, si elle vou- 
lait conserver le pays, devait en prendre les moyens. 

Il ne pouvait s'empécher de remarquer que ce bill était essentiellement 
tory, et que ceux qui avaient accepté la coalition devaient voir aujourd'hui 
qu'elle en était la conséquence. Aucun membre ministériel du Bas-Canada ne 
voterait pour cette mesure, si elle était proposée par un membre indépendant de 
la chambre; mais on avait accepté le ministére actuel et on se croyait obligé de 
le supporter, méme dans ses mesures les plus impopulaires et les plus désavanta- 
geuses au pays. On subissait la conséquence de l'acte qu'on avait commis, en 
relevant le parti tory que l'on s'était tant vanté d'avoir détruit. 

Si d'un autre cété ce corps de volontaires n'était pas créé pour faire la 
guerre a l'étranger, dans quel but était-il donc? Etait-ce pour maintenir la 
paix en ce pays? Est-ce que le ministére actuel dont les membres avait été la 
cause des troubles de 1837 se proposaient de tenir une conduite assez arbitraire 
et assez tyrannique pour soulever la population au point d'avoir besoin d'une 
armée de volontaires pour réprimer "excitation. Est-ce que la destitution du 
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gedlier de Québec n'est que le prélude d'une série d'actes de persécution qui 
doivent nous conduire a une révolution? I1 croyait que la création de ces corps 
de volontaires avait pour but, non pas de protéger le peuple contre ses ennemis, 
mais de protéger le gouvernement contre le peuple. Side eneGtale mapas, alied, 
le gouvernement ne presserait pas autant la passation de cette mesure et deman- 
derait au peuple le temps de faire connaitre son opinion.!47 


MR. CHAUVEAU se prononce en faveur du bill parce que le pays est assez 
avancé pour avoir une armée a lui. Aprés les progrés qu'il a faits dans les 
arts, le commerce; L'industrie, la “Littérature,® "ete 1 "f£aue® otvrir ine neu- 
velle et brillante carriére a la jeunesse canadienne. I1 ne craint pas de 
mettre des armes entre les mains des Canadiens; il ne craint pas que les enfants 
du Canada deviennent une armée prétorienne. Il est en faveur du bill parce 
qu'il y voit un noyau d'armée canadienne, et il voudrait méme qu'elle soit plus 
considérable qu'on ne le propose. Qu'on dise au peuple qu'il lui manque la 
force militaire, malgré qu'il ait pris un haut rang parmi les nations, par le 
commerce, l'industrie, a littérature, etc., et le “peuple sera “tout en”? faveur 
de la mesure, et il sera heureux de la voir adopter. La paix universelle est 
une utopie a laquelle il ne faut pas songer, et le meilleur moyen d'avoir la 
paix, c'est d'étre prét pour la guerre. Le peuple du Bas-Canada ne demande que 
l'occasion d'embrasser la carriere militaire, car le peuple “dont “il ‘descend “est 
un peuple de braves et de guerriers, et ses ancétres ont souvent donné des 
preuves de leur bravoure. La jeunesse canadienne ne manquera pas de se distin- 
guer dans la carriére militaire, comme elle s'est distinguée dans les autres 
carriéres.--Il trouve plusieurs défauts dans le bill, mais il en approuve plei- 
nement le principe. Ainsi il craint de voir ridiculiser des soldats qui le 
seront seulement dix jours par année, et il voudrait voir établir une armée 
permanente au lieu d'une milice volontaire; cependant il félicite le pays sur la 
mesure qui est présentée, et il sera content de la voir adopter.!48 


MR. POULIOT!49, in French!50, blamed the imprudence of some expressions 
which he said had fallen from the member for L'Assumption. That gentleman had 
truly said that there was no enemy likely to attack the country; but force was 
wanted, nevertheless, to fight against the party to which the honorable gentle- 
man belonged. The militia was wanted to protect property, their families, 
wives, and children. He defended the clause providing for the payment of the 
volunteers when called out to repel disturbance, by the municipality in which 
their services were required; and believing that Great Britain was now engaged 
in a struggle for the liberties of the world--a struggle in which Canada was 
interested--he was of opinion that Canadians should do as much as lay in their 
power, especially as the mother country was ready to give up the Ordnance 
property, and showed herself in every way to deserve the gratitude of the 
country. He concluded by ridiculing the opposition, who he said, had kept open 
the telegraph office to a late hour the night before in order to repeat the 
defeat of the ministry by a large majority.!>1 [LiLo Git. dueie2 da. orovincean a 
rien a craindre de ses voisins, elle a des ennemis intérieurs a combattre: ce 
sont les annexionnistes et les rouges qui veulent tout détruire.! 


Rires et applaudissements de l'opposition.!53 


[MR.. POULLOT:} Glest.1a quiest Je danger,,et.cela est surtisant, pourate 
faire voter en faveur de la réorganisation de la milice. (Rires.)154 


MR. A. DORION (de Montréal) dit que l'hon. membre pour le comté de Québec 
vient de faire une peinture poétique et attrayante des avantages de la carriére 
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militaire et de l'état des combats, et il (M. D.) ne doute nullement que 1'hon. 
membre ne soit aussi bon guerrier qu'il est bon poéte; mail il lui semble qu'il 
est plus important de discuter la mesure qui est soumise 4 la chambre, que de 
savoir s'il vaut mieux @tre une nation guerriére qu'une nation paisible. 
L'administration nous présente un projet de loi pour pourvoir a la défense du 
pays, malgré qu'il porte un autre titre,--mais toutes les clauses concourent 4a 
lui donner ce caractére. Quand on demande pour quelle raison on présente cette 
mesure, on ne peut obtenir de réponse satisfaisante.159 Now, the country had 
been at peace for forty years!56, Il n'y a aucune raison de craindre une guerre 
avec les Etats-Unis, quand nous venons de passer avec eux un traité de récipro- 
cité--ce qui éloigne encore plus les cas de guerre,--on ne voit pas pourquoi on 
présente une mesure pour changer l'organisation de la milice sans donner aucune 
raison pour le faire. Le brave chevalier dit qu'il ne veut organiser qu'une 
milice de 5000 hommes, et que cela coiitera une bagatelle, que ce n'est rien du 
tout pour la province. I1 lui semble au contraire que c'est quelque chose que 
d'imposer une nouvelle charge de £50,000 ou £60,000 sur le peuple, pour organi- 
ser une armée parfaitement inutile dans un temps de paix aussi profonde que 
celle dont nous jouissons. Et a part cette dépense, on dit que l'hon. membre 
pour Renfrew (M. Hincks) va proposer d'accorder cent acres de terre a tous ceux 
qui s‘'enrédleront dans cette milice volontaire.!9/ 


MR. HINCKS.--Cette proposition viendra demain.!58 


MR. A. DORION.--Well, it appeared, at any rate, that the country was to be 
put to an expense of £40,000 or £50,000, and 100 acres of land for every 
volunteer!59, [11] dit que si cette proposition est adoptée, comme il est trés 
probable, cela fera que cette milice cotitera quelque chose de plus qu'une baga- 
telle. Quand on reproche a l'administration de venir dans un tems inopportun 
avec une mesure comme celle-ci, elle nous répond que nous ne voulons pas de 
milice pour nous défendre en cas d'attaque. Eh bien! cela n'est pas juste, car 
la milice actuelle, la milice sédentaire, a souvent été appelée a défendre le 
pays, et elle 1'a toujours fait avec le plus grand empressement, elle s'est 
toujours noblement acquitt[é] de son devoir. L'organisation qu'on propose est 
inutile dans un tems comme celui-cil®9, The organisation of volunteers was the 
affair of 1837 only, and would long remain painfully upon the memory of Cana- 
dians.!61 on propose d'organiser un corps de volontaires de 500 hommes, et on 
Vet pdyenmtous Ges sens—lal IOs, 7s, 6d, Gs 3d eb 5s par joun pour Ve tems 
qu'ils seront employés a faire l'exercice et qu'ils seront en service actif. Eh 
bien! il le demande, quel est l'homme qui a une occupation respectable, qui 
consentira moyennant cette rémunération a laisser ses affaires pour se faire 
volontaire et aller s'exercer dix jours par année? D'ailleurs, cet exercice 
nest qu'une farce ridicule, car ceux qui se seront exercés dix jours par année 
ne seront pas plus avancés, lorsqu'ils seront requis pour le service actif que 
ceux gui n'auront eu aucun exercice. Le pays n'a pas besoin de cette milice, 
qui ne pourra étre d'aucune utilité en cas de nécessité. Les miliciens actuels 
rempliront leur devoir quand il le faudra, et les volontaires qu'on veut enréler 
n'agiront que par esprit ou par haine. Il est certain que la portion respec- 
table de la population ne s'enrélera pas sans en voir la nécessité immédiate, et 
comme cette nécessité n'existe pas aujourd'hui, il craint beaucoup que ceux qui 
s'enréleront ne soient pas les mieux qualifiés pour le service actif. 

Une raison qui serait suffisante 4 elle seule pour le faire s'opposer au 
bill, c'est qu'on ne veut pas dire pourquoi on présente cette mesure dans un 
tems de paix comme a présent. Pourquoi ne pas mettre les dépéches du gouverne- 
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ment impérial devant la chambre, afin qu'on puisse juger si réellement cette 
nouvelle organisation est nécessaire? D'un cété le gouvernement dit qu'il n'y a 
pas de dépéches relatives 4 cette mesure; de l'autre cété le membre pour Renfrew 
a dit hier qu'il en avalt wu, une du Duc de New-CGastle,.et l'on voit paz,wes 
journaux anglais qu'il y a des négociations entre le gouvernement impérial et le 
gouvernment provincial a propos de cette organisation. 162 The member for 
Renfrew had told the house that there was a late despatch declaring that the. 
British Government was still determined to defend the country, while the report 
said that Government would give up the Ordnance Lands.!©3 11 n'est pas juste de 
forcer la chambre a voter une loi comme celle-ci sans savoir ce que veut le 
gouvernement impérial et ce qu'il attend de nous.--Les commissaires mémes dans 
leur rapport sur lequel est basé ce projet de loi font mention d'une dépéche du 
gouvernement impérial (voir page 14), et cependant le chef du gouvernement, l'un 
de ces commissaires,, vient dire qu’il n'y-en a pas. ‘La chambre a le droit 
d'exiger que cette dépéche lui soit soumise avant d'étre obligée de voter cette 
loi. C'est une insulte lui faire que de la cacher, puisque les commissaires ont 
pu la voir, et cela prouve qu'il y a des motifs cachés qu'on n'ose pas avouer 
pour proposer cette mesure.--On voit dans le rapport que les conditions de 
l'abandon des propriétés de l'ordonnance par le gouvernment impérial, sont que 
la province pourvoira a sa propre défense.!64 That this was what the commis- 
sioners understood and desired to prepare for was evident from the seventieth 
and last clauses of the bil1.165 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH (Frontenac,) said that these were to be dispensed 
with.1 


MR. A. DORION understood that--he understood that they were said to have 
been inserted in error; but the whole context of the bill proved that it was 
this that was intended.!®’ C'est donc une armée qu'on veut lever au profit de 
L'Angleterre, pour lui conserver sa colonie, et non une simple milice. On 
demande aujourd'hui, en tems de paix, 5,000 hommes que la province devra payer, 
et si dans dix ans, ou avant, il survient une guerre, ou en demandera 50,000, 
que la province paiera également. Ce qu'il voit de plus clair dans cela, c'est 
que la milice sera une charge perpétuelle pour la province, et lors méme que 
L'administration ferait. disparaitre ta. 70e clause qui pourvoit, au patement, devia 
milice par la province lorsqu'elle sera en service actif, cela ne signifierait 
rien. En rapprochant les différentes clauses qui pourvoient au paiement des 
volontaires (clauses citées par M. Foley), avec le rapport, il est évident que 
l'intention de l'auteur de cet acte était de faire de cette milice une charge 
perpétuelle pour la province, au lieu d'en laisser le paiement en tems de guerre 
a la charge du gouvernement impérial, comme ci-devant. 

Tous les bills de cette nature ne sont ordinairement que pour une période 
limitée et ceux que nous avons eu jusqu'ici n'ont eu qu'une durée d'une, trois 
ou cinq années, sauf a les continuer, comme cela se fait en Angleterre ou ces 
sortes de lois sont votées annuellement. 

Mais on n'a pas. encore. répondu, a lL'objection la plus importante quil y ait 
contre le bill, celle qui. a ete faite par J hon,. membres pour siontreal 
(M. Holton) que la colonie était appelée a payer les frais d'une armée et a 
supporter les dépenses d'une guerre, si elle survenait, qui serait déclarée sans 
notre participation ou notre assentiment, et dans laquelle nous ne pourrions pas 
méme stipuler notre neutralité. S'il plait a l1'Angleterre d'avoir une querelle 
avec les Etats-Unis et de leur déclarer la guerre, le Canada sera obligé d'épou- 
ser cette, querelle et }d’en' payer les frais, aw il Le.ttouverjustesoumonaet 
sans que cette querelle l'intéresse le moins du monde. G‘estitla ‘sa principale 
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objection contre le bill, car il n'est pas juste de subir tous les inconvéniens 
et de supporter toutes les charges d'une guerre faite au profit ou dans lL'in- 
térét de l'Angleterre seule, ican ii)n' est pas possible que le Canada, situé 
comme il l'est, puisse donner lieu a une guerre avec les Etats-Unis. Personne 
n'a encore répondu a cette objection, et il aimerait bien que quelqu'un le fit. 
Il y a encore plusieurs difficultés de détail qui rendent le bill tout 4a fait 
inacceptable au peuple. 

Il y a par exemple la 8le clause, qui forcera les habitans A recevoir les 
volontaires dans leurs maisons a raison de huit SouS par jour, et les soldats de 
cavalerie avec leurs chevaux pour vingt sous, qui rencontrera partout L'opposi- 
tion du peuple, et personne ne voudra s'y soumettre. Ona fait semblant de 
copier l'ancien bill de milice en rédigeant celui-ci, mais on a eu le soin de 
changer les clauses les plus importantes. L'ancien acte disait formellement que 
la milice ne sortirait de la province que dans un pays limitrop[h]e et dans les 
cas de danger imminent d'attaque, mais par celui-ci il n'y a pas les mémes 
restrictions. Il est aussi opposé au bill parce qu'il décréte l'infériorité des 
officiers canadiens vis-a-vis de ceux de l'armée anglaise; on a répondu 4a cela 
qu'il ne serait pas juste de donner le pas 4 un jeune officier de milice sur un 
ancien officier du méme grade de l'armée réguliére,--mais on peut se servir du 
méme argument contre le bill en disant qu'il n'est pas juste qu'un jeune offi- 
cier de l'armée anglaise prenne le pas sur un ancient milicien du méme grade. 
Ce serait une insulte faite gratuitement aux miliciens, qui ont LOUg OURS faq t 
leur devoir lorsqu'ils en ont été requis, et qui ne méritent pas cette humilia- 
tion. La seule régle juste a observer serait donc de déclarer que les officiers 
de méme grade conserverai[en]t leur rang que leur assure la date de leur 
commission. 

Quelques membres ont voulu faire voir que cette mesure entrainerait peu de 
dépenses, mais en référant au rapport des commissaires on verra qu'ils les 
estiment a £25,000, seulement pour commencer. Pour lui, il pense que les dé- 
penses s'éléveront au moins 4 £50,000 ou £60,000, parce que le paiement de 
l'adjudant général, de ses députés, et des 90 officiers créés par les diffé- 
rentes clauses de ce bill, n'est pas compris dans l'estimé des commissaires./68 
He then pointed out how in England the standing army beginning with a very small 
force had been frequently increased, merely to give employment to the favorites 
of administrations, and he suggested that the same thing would occur hear eee) 
where already it was proposed to create ninety officers of superior grade, 
besides inferiom officers. Dt was time that: we had a Canadian feeling--a 
feeling that when English interest clashed with Canadian interests would place 
the latter first; and looking at it in this manner, he could see no necessity 
for this outlay of money. Had it been begun and continued during the forty 
years of peace, the country would have been put to an expense of £20,000,000, 
merely for the pleasure of saying that there was a military force.169 Cette 
organisation de la milice cofitera beaucoup d'argent a la province inutilement, 
et il vaudrait beaucoup mieux augmenter l'allocation des écoles que de payer des 
volontaires qui seront une cause de démoralisation dans le pays, comme ils l'ont 
etéevenel638.eetlecg, adlongtens que le surintendant de l'éducation demande 
1'augmen[ta]tion de, L'ectrot, Au commencement de chaque session la table de 
cette chambre se couvre de requétes se plaignant de ce que cette allocation 
n'est pas suffisante, et on n'a jamais trouvé moyen de le faire; eh bien! qu'on 
accorde ces £50,000 pour l'éducation de la jeunesse, é€ducation qui offira ainsi 
qu'au pays entier d'autres avantages que celle que cette jeunesse obtiendrait 
dans les rangs de la milice volontaire. Pour toutes ces raisons il votera 
contre le bill,.170 
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MR. LORANGER.--Without retorting accusations for accusations maintained that 
every state must have such an amount of physical force at its disposal as would 
make its authority respected, and if it were now necessary to demand this 
reorganization of the militia, it was because Great Britain being about to 
withdraw her troops, the colony must defend itself. It was in the interest of 
the colony, and not of Great Britain, and the law must be passed, for no one was 
prepared to declare more loudly than himself that the colonial system--the 
system of the inferiority of Canada--could not remain long. The destiny of the 
country was plainly to be independent. But he was no annexationist--not at all 
disposed to throw the infant into the arms of the giant, and that was the reason 
he condemned the speech of the member for L'Assumption, which was annexationist 
and nothing but annexationist.!/! The measure had been represented as a cor- 
rupt, tory and despotic measure by the member for Montreal, and by the Member 
for L'Assomption. It was neither a monarchical, aristocratic measure nor Demo- 
cratic measure, but a system of necessity. There was a natural limit to the 
Colonial system, and sooner or later it must fall.172 He then mentioned some of 
the provisions of the law, contending that they were perfectly harmless, and 
that the volunteers raised under them would be a force entirely different from 
those of 1837 and 1838. As to the expense, the opposition was exaggerating it, 
just as they exaggerated the cost of working the Seignorial Tenure bill. For 
his own part the cost would, he believed, be very inconsiderable, and the 
alleged monstrous patronage worthless. He ridiculed the idea of putting off the 
preparation for war till war was upon us; thought that to refer such a measure 
to the country would be equivalent to going home and telling the people to 
legislate for themselves, and concluded by a highly animated appeal to all 
Canadians to remember the military glory of their ancestors, and that following 
their example, the country must be defended and that they would defend it.173 


MR. LABERGE.dit qu'il est. difficile de» s'opposer "a ice bill’ apres’ Ves beaux 
discours qu'il a entendus ce soir, surtout aprés celui de l'hon. membre pour 
Laprairie. Il comprend. qu'on. puisse, seslaisser prendre au .clinquant de’ I’art 
militaire, et qu'on puisse jeter de la poudre aux yeux, surtout quand on a le 
talent d'en faire une poudre d'or; il comprend que dans ce but on ne s'attache 
pas a discuter la question dans son véritable mérite, et a envisager les consé- 
quences qu'elle peut avoir sur notre avenir et sur notre présent,--mais quand on 
l'envisage de sang-froid, on en vient a porter un jugement tout a fait différent 
de celui qu'on voudrait nous faire porter au moyen de discours trés poétiques. 
Il ne trouve pas surtout étonnant que l'hon. membre pour Dorchester (M. Pouliot) 
soit, pleinement satisfait,.etuce aul aul contraire Wétonnerale-beaucoun, ce 
serait de le voir s'y opposer, parce qu'on est habitué a voir l'hon. membre se 
déclarer satisfait de tout ce qui vient du gouvernement. Le membre pour 
Laprairie a dit quelque chose,;qu ail (Ma l.)ea @té bienvaice d'entendre de sa 
part, il a fait un aveu que tous les loyaux et les archi-loyaux sont obligés de 
faire quelque fois, malgré qu'il leur répugne. I1 nous a dit qu'il croyait en 
effet que le Canada verrait bientét l'aurore de son indépendance et qu'il fal- 
adie oes a préparer.!/4 But if that was so, what became of all the declamation, 
recrimination and reproach which had been poured out even to satiety upon those 
who..opposed. the law, .as,."annexationists;'o"'sympathizerss "9 disteyal,-and 
"people who wanted to deliver the country as an infant into the hands of a 
giant." If the country must one day be independent of English rule, where was 
the crime of seeing in the future incorporation with the United States more 
elements of greatness, freedom and power than in a state of isolation? What 
difference was there in the amount of disloyalty between the two ideas, since 
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both looked to a severence (sic) of the connection with the crown? Let him 
answer, then, once for all these attacks about annexation. The annexationists 
have done nothing but what was peaceful, legal and orderly. They had sought to 
influence the mind of the country by argument, and when they found the country 
did not respond, they had discontinued the agitation.!/5 Mais pour en venir a 
la question, il doit dire que ceux qui prétendent que ce bill apportera peu de 
changement a la loi de milice actuelle se trompent beaucoup. On dit que cette 
loi ne changera rien 4 la condition actuelle en faisant un soldat de chaque 
citoyen, parce que tel est le cas aujourd'hui; mais il y a la différence que les 
soldats d'aujourd'hui ne le sont que sur le papier, sur la gazette officielle, 
tandis que le bill en fera des soldats réels, forcés de marcher au premier 
commandement-- et c'est une chose que le peuple n'acceptera pas. I1 n'y a rien 
d'étonnant que le peuple ne soit opposé a la milice actuelle, mais il en sera 
peut-étre autrement quand on voudra mettre ce bill a effet.--La question ramenée 
sur son véritable terrain lui semble bien claire: on nous demande de faire 
comprendre a ce peuple qu'il y a une grande carriére d'ouverte a la jeunesse 
canadienne, par cettte (sic) mesure. Le peuple était indépendant, s'il pouvait 
faire comme il l'entendait dans une question de guerre, personne ne s'opposerait 
au bill; mais il n'est fait que dans l'intérét de l'Angleterre, pour que nous la 
soutenions dans les guerres qu'elle peut entreprendre contre la Russie ou les 
Etats-Unis. Il ne voit pas d'autre but pour cette milice, tant que nous serons 
colonie. Si ce n'est pour cela, A quoi bon cette armée? I1 nous est impossible 
de déclarer la guerre aux Etats-Unis tant que nous serons colonie, car dans le 
cas de difficultés, les Etats-Unis s'addresseraient ou répondraient a la métro- 
pole, et non pas a nous. Craint-on les flibustiers américains pour le hasard? 

L'histoire est 1a pour prouver que quand il a fallu repousser une invasion, 
les Canadiens l'ont fait sans qu'il ait été besoin d'avoir d'avance une organi- 
sation comme celle qu'on propose. Depuis le commencement des débats, personne 
de ceux qui supportent le bil[{1] n'a pu dire de sang-froid que nous devons payer 
les dépenses d'une guerre entreprise par l'Angleterre, et a son unique DEOL, 
avec les autres pays; cet argument a été employé par plusieurs membres contre le 
bill, mais il n'a pas entendu un seul mot pour le réfuter.!/6 


Voix a droites.--Ce n'est pas la question.177 


MR. LABERGE.--Ceux qui disent cela ne voient guére de question dans cette 
affaire, mais jusqu'a ce qu'on l'ait convaincu qu'il a tort, il persistera Aa 
croire qu'il a raison. On propose d'organiser une armée de 5000 hommes. Que 
pourra faire cette force contre une invasion étrangére, par exemple?!78 An army 
of 5,000 men drilled for ten days would be ridiculous as a means of defence! 79, 
Cette force est trop faible pour servir d'armée de défense, et elle est trop 
forte pour la police intérieure, surtout quand on se propose d'organiser une 
autre police intérieure. Personne ne croit qu'une force militaire n'est pas 
nécessaire, mais on peut croire que cette organisation de la milice est inutile 
et impolitique. La milice canadienne a déja repoussé l'invasion étrangére ... 
Sans cette organisation, et quand cela sera nécessaire, elle le fera de nouveau 
Sans cette organisation. I1 est aussi opposé au bill &a cause du patronage 
immense qu'il doit créer. I1 est certain qu'avant longtemps cette force sera 
augmentée, et les dépenses le seront en méme temps. Si cette force n'est pas 
suffisante pour maintenir la loi, on ne reculera pas devant une dépense 
de £100,000 de plus, s'il est nécessaire, pour qu'elle ne devienne pas la risée 
de l'étranger et du pays. On viendra chaque année demander des augmentations en 
hommes et en fonds; ce bill n'est qu'un essai qu'on fait, et on en verra bien 
d'autres, 180 
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MR. TURCOTTE would have voted against the bill as it was first introduced, 
because he thought it absurd for a country to be called upon to pay for the 
expenses of a war in which it had no part; but he regretted to hear the member 
for Iberville speak against the bill as it stood, and was sure that if the 
question were put from one end of the country to the other, French Canadians 
would answer "Yes!" "Yes!".... They felt the world ought to be relieved from all 
fear of Canada being exposed to the danger of invasion. Besides it was the 
beginning of a new and noble career for the youth of the country. Would the 
member for Iberville deny that at present all the liberal professions of the 
country were encumbered by two (sic) many practitioners, and that the young men 
had to go into exile to procure a living? Or would he deny that for the comple- 
ment of the greatness of any country, military genius was as necessary as genius 
of any other order? It was a brilliant career then that would be opened to the 
young men of the country, for as in France promotion could follow on nothing but 
merit. The allusion to the volunteers of 1837 had no force whatever.--Those who 
fought against England in 1837 did so because they believed their liberties were 
invaded, and the volunteers were employed to put them down. But now Canadians 
were their own masters, and were governed by two parties who were engaged in 
that House in the struggle of intelligence. This was what those who, in 37, 
fought to secure, and a few companies of armed men such as were to be estab- 
lished by this bill, might have changed the face of that affair, and have 
prevented the death of Cherrier. Did the members for L'Assumption or Iberville 
believe that even England would dare to dictate, when Canadians had arms in 
their hands. No! England must then at least say with sincerity, "Govern your- 
selves." To call upon the colony to defend itself was, then, the greatest mark 
of the confidence reposed in it by Great Britain!8!--q confidence which had 
never before been placed in any of her colonies. We should feel proud of that 
confidence. He thought the Opposition open to attack because of the unanimity 
with which they opposed every measure of the Government. Every man of patriotic 
feeling must desire to see his country defended by its own people rather than by 


foreign bayonets. This was the question, and he thought it not difficult to 
decide upon it.182 As to the necessity of the measure for colonial purposes, 
there could be no doubt. It was well known that there had been societies of 


fillibusters engaged in attacks elsewhere, and meditating attacks upon Canada. 
Even in Quebec these persons had their fellow conspirators, though he was happy 
to say not among French Canadians. Against such dangers the same organization 
was necessary at once; and hereafter it might be useful against perils of a more 
serious character.--The time might indeed come when Great Britain, which now 
behaved to us like a mother, might assume the position of a step-mother, and we 
should then be in a position to join our brethern (sic). Taking the question 
seriously, it was just that of "to be or not to be." We must be prepared, at 
any rate, against a coup de main, and as to annexation the Know-Nothing socie- 
ties, those disgraces of the 18th century, must effectually deter any Canadian, 
well contented, to offer no opposition. Again, had the bill been one merely for 
the reorganization of the militia, he would not have voted against it, whatever 
it might have been, but it appeared from the statement of the Solicitor General 
West that the law was not prepared by the ministry, but by another person had 
been submitted to the House. The hon. member then read several passages from 
the report, showing that more than the reorganization of the present militia was 
to be provided for, and he went on to say that the expenses must be very consid- 
erable, and like all such estimates, those now submitted to the House, were but 
the beginnings, which would be followed by constant extensions. Even the Bureau 
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of Agriculture required additions, and every new ministry must of course saddle 
new followers on all the departments. The House was assuming new duties alto- 
gether, and the bill was, therefore, not a reorganization of an old system, but 
the assumption of the defence of the colony.!83 


MR. BROWN rose and said: I regret very much, Mr. Speaker, that it should 
have been found necessary by honorable gentlemen on the other side of the House, 
to introduce so much personal feeling into this discussion, and especialiis sto 
bandy accusations of disloyalty and annexation tendencies against gentlemen on 
this side. (Hear, hear.) Whatever may have been the passing feelings enter- 
tained at different periods in the history of this country by persons of either 
political party, I am quite sure that should the militia of this province ever 
again be called out for active service, the large party throughout the country 
holding political affinities with gentlemen on this side of the House equally 
with the party adhering to gentlemen opposite, will be found ready to rally as 
one man round the standard of the empire. (Cheers.) I cannot but consider it 
as most unfortunate that any such allusions to past states of feeling as we have 
listened to in this debate, for the mere attainment of some temporary party end, 
should at any time be sent abroad to the world in the proceedings of this House. 
(Hear, hear.) But I do feel it particularly unfortunate that these charges-- 
groundless and inconsiderate as we all know them to be--should be mixed up in 
the discussion of the measure at this moment before the House. If any doubt, 
sir, ever crossed my mind as to the proper course to be pursued in regard to 
this Militia Bill, it would arise from the fear--the passing fear--that my 
opposition, and that of my friends, might be represented as inimical to Great 
Britain--lest it should be said that we were taking advantage of a moment when 
the mother country was involved in war, to excite feelings hostile to the 
connection that has so long existed between this provinces (sic) and the British 
Isles, (hear, hear,) that we basely used such an occasion to oppose a measure 
necessary to the protection of British interests on this continent. Sabian, 1b ain 
sure I speak the sentiments of every honourla]ble member on this side of the 
spe Penge I say that nothing could be more abhorrent to us than such an 
idea. 


Loud cheers from the opposition. 185 


[MR. BROWN continued:] I am convinced that every man in this House enter- 
tains the warmest sympathy towards the mother country in her present position-- 
that we all have the most ardent desire for the success of the Allied Armies in 
the East; and far from throwing embarrassments in the way, would heartily accord 
any assistance in our power to strengthen the hands of the Imperial Government. 
(Cheers.) For my own part, sir, could I believe this Militia Bill connected in 
any shape with the great contest now waging in Europe for the liberties of the 
world, hurtful and burdensome to our province as I-regard its provisions; I 
would not have said one word in opposition, but silently have let it pass. At 
the risk of being ranked in the category of "ancient fossils," I do not hesitate 
to avow that I yield not even to the honourable and learned member for Toronto, 
(Mr. Cameron,) in an ardent admiration of the British people, of British insti- 
tutions--in a love of all that is connected with the name of Briton! (Cheers.) 
For one, sir, I am perfectly satisfied with the connection we now hold towards 
the mother country; I am well content to sit under the proud protection of the 
flag of England, as we know of no colony, in the whole records of Hts eoOimy.ent Mat 
ever occupied the happy relations Canada now does to Britain, so do I know of no 
people enjoying higher blessings, more true liberty, more solid comforts than we 
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happily possess. (Loud cheers.) But just because I entertain these feelings, 
from the very earnestness with which I hold them, do I regard with alarm the 
bill before the House. I think that next to the Elective Council Bill of the 
honourable gentlemen opposite, it is of all measures calculated to sow the seed, 
of change in our relations to Great Britain. I ask honourable gentlemen to 
dismiss all party feeling from their minds in the consideration of this ques- 
tion; to look at it fairly in all it[s] effects and’ bearings, and to pronounce 
their verdict upon it with a single eye to the interests of their country. 
What, Mr. Speaker, is this bill, what are its objects? We have been told over 
and over again, that it is merely a bill for the "re-organization of the mili- 
tia." Had this been true, sir, I could have voted for the second reading with a 
view to amending the bill in committee, and failing success in that, have voted 
against it on the third reading. But is it true that this bill proposes nothing 
more than a re-organization of the militia? Let us inquire. The bill is 
avowedly founded on the Report of a Government Commission; that Report is in our 
hands, and the honourable Solicitor General has told us that the bill was not 
drawn by any member of the Government, but that the Report was handed to a 
clerk, who, from its recommendations, framed the bill before us and its adjunct 
the Police Bil1,!86 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--I said nothing about the Police Bil1.187 


MR. BROWN.--I understood the hon. gentleman to speak of bills, not of a 
bill. But we were assured by another member of the Government, last evening, 
that the Police Bill would follow this one, and that it was hoped both bills 
would be put through this session.188 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH.--Who said so?!89 


MR. BROWN.--I think the Inspector-General, or the Attorney-General East. 
But the question can be easily settled,--is it true or not? (Hear, hear.)190 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Who said it?191 


MR. BROWN.--That may easily be discovered by reference to the report of the 
debates; but if hon. gentlemen opposite are prepared to deny that the Police 
Bill will be brought down this session, I will at once withdraw the statement. 
(Hear, hear.) Nothing can be more fair than that. Lert CEC, sOlu Ss atemnote 
(No answer.) Now, Sir, I hold in my hand the Report of the Military Commission 
——dnde wii (On er tid id Ol malis: That a mere re-organization of the Militia is 
recommended?--192 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Is that the Bill in your hands?193 


MR. BROWN.--It is the Report of the four Commissioners, of whom the hon. 
Premier was one, and on which the Solicitor-General says that the Bill was 
framed. The Bill was drawn up to carry out the recommendations of this Report; 
and the object the Government had in view in issuing that Commission--the pur- 
pose for which the Commissioners sat--we find this stated: "Report of the 
Commissioners appointed to investigate and report upon the best means of re- 
organizing the Militia of Canada; and PROVIDING AN EFFICIENT AND ECONOMICAL 
SYSTEM OF PUBLIC DEFENCE.” (Hear, hear.) Then, on page 8, in regard to the 
the Province.” “On page 0, Zt is said, “There gre certain portions, oF Lae 
Province more liable to invasion than others," &c. The whole Report evidently 
proceeds on the idea that the grand object of the Commission was to provide a 
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system of defence against invasion, and to provide a general military system for 
the Province., On page 12, it is said--‘In case of war, the services of a 
Provincial Marine for the purpose of manning gun-boats, of working great guns, 
as well as being trained to small arms, becomes of much importance to the 
defence of the Province." The whole of this report, and the whole provisions of 
this Bill are based on the view that war may ensue, and that the defences of the 
Province are in such case to be left in the hands of the Provincial Government. 
(Hear, hear.) Why should there be any doubt thrown upon this, when no one can 
read the bill without seeing that this is its whole sum and substance? Tits 
every provision is to this end.) There is to be a regular standing force of 
5,000 men, drilled and equipped at the Provincial expense. Minie rifles, of the 
best description, with accoutrements and clothing for 100,000 men, are to be 
purchased, at the expense of the Province.194 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Where do you find they are to be purchased at 
the expense of the Province?!95 


MR. BROWN.--In your own report, (reading from the report), "The Commis- 
sioners are of opinion that not less than 50,000 stand of percussion arms, with 
a like number of accoutrements and ammunition"--!96 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Read from the Bil1!197 


MR. BROWN.--The hon. gentleman, if he has read his own report and his own 
bill, must know that I am not speaking at random. The 8th clause of the bill 
says, "Provision shall be made for arming and equipping the Sedentary Militia as 
infantry, with Minie rifles or percussion, muskets, bayonets, and proper accou- 
trements; and a sum not exceeding in the whole » nor exceeding 5 algal 
any one year, may be expended for the purchase of such arms and accoutrements." 
(Hear, hear.) This is the provision of the bill; and by turning to the report, 
we find how those blanks in the bill are intended to be filled up. The Commis- 
sioners recommend that “not less than 50,000 stand of percussion arms, with a 
like number of accoutrements and ammunition in the proportion of 100 rounds for 
each musquet, should be deposited in the armouries set apart, for the Sedentary 
Militia, for the immediate armament of that force; and that a like amount should 
be retained in stores at Kingston, Montreal, and Quebec, with reserves of ammu- 
nition “tor Jartillery and infantry; in due proportion.” (Hear; hear.) «And the 
Report goes on, "These numbers may, at first sight, appear to be large; but when 
the extent of frontier to be defended is taken, into. consideration, as well as 
the largely increased means of aggression which, since the last war could be 
brought to bear against the Province, they submit that a less amount would not 
suitice for 32 isuccessiul defence." Here it is taken for granted that we are to 
provide for the defence of the whole extent of our frontier; and how any hon. 
member can attempt to say, in the face of all this, that the object of the bill 
is not to provide for the defence of the country, but merely to re-organize the 
Meinl I confess I cannot understand. (Hearse edu... but Ghilscmacm note ales 
The bill provides that 200,000 men shall be called out for muster one day in 
every year. A more useless expenditure of time and labour, to take the lowest 
view of the matter, cannot be conceived. Every one knows these annual musters 
are a broad farce. How can a man, by going out for a few hours of one day in 
the year, gain any military knowledge or training--and why insist on so useless 
a waste of time? (Hear, hear.) Then, we are to have a complete army staff-- 
adjutant-generals, quarter-masters, and inspectors--studded all over the coun- 
try. We are also to have armouries and arsenals permanently garrisoned; we are 


23:08 


to have stores of ammunition, regularly maintained, and we are to have a Provin- 
cial Marine--sailors regularly trained, and of course ships to train them with. 
(Hear, hear.) And let every honorable member recollect that this is but the 
commencement of the system; and I ask them to reflect when we have such begin- 
nhings, who can tell what wrl! be the ‘end of it?” (Heame hear. uel. vouNonce 
establish military establishments throughout Canada, at the expense of the 
province, there will be a constant pressure from certain quarters to enlarge 
them. We see this now in every public department. Open a new office, whether 
it be the Bureau of Agriculture or any other equally useless department, and 
soon you find a necessity is discovered for the creation of some new duty, or 
some new appointment in connection with it. So it has been throughout the civil 
service, and so will it be, but to a much greater extent, with this new military 
establishment. When the honorable gentlemen on the Treasury Benches pretend 
then that this Bill involves no new principle, that we are only asked to re- 
organize the militia and nothing more, I think they are not treating the House 
with that candour and courtesy that ought to be extended to us. (Hear, hear.) 
I ask if the provisions of this Bill which I have named, are old or new provi- 
sions? Did the Province ever before undertake the duties contemplated in this 
bill? Is it not in fact a bill to transfer from the Imperial Government to the 
people the military defence of the Province? It is manifest that it is so-- 
there can be no question that this is the real object of the bill. (Hear, 
hear.) To represent it in any other view is not right, and I am sorry that the 
government should have endeavoured to do so. But, Wns speaker, “I am tree to 
admit that this change in our position to the British Government may be neces- 
sary. It may be that the British Government have determined that they will no 
longer bear the burden of the defences of the Province. And I am free to say 
for one that if the Imperial Government shall tell us this and give us fair 
warning that the time has ceased when they can sustain that burden any longer, 
and that we ourselves must assume it. I say that deeply as I would regret such 
a decision on their part, from the fear that it might affect the future rela- 
tions of this colony to the parent country,--I would yet be prepared at once to 
meet honorable gentlemen opposite on that ground, and try with them to devise 
such measures as would be wise to adopt in the changed position of our rela- 
tions. (Hear, hear.) But have we the slightest proof that this great change in 
our relation is demanded of us by the Home Government? Have we any information 
before us warranting for a moment the adoption of such a conclusion? ieeees 
true, sir, that the Commissioners make the following statement in their report-- 
"And, moreover, it must be remembered that the Imperial Government are prepared 
to hand over to this Province a large and very valuable amount of Ordnance 
Lands, in consideration of the Provincial Government making ample provision for 
the ordinary defence of the colony'"--and yet they tell us this is a mere re- 
organization of the militia and not a Bill to provide for the defence of the 
War, require to be garrisoned by British troops." In a succeeding paragraph the 
Commissioners allude to “a Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Col- 
onies, which has been brought under their notice, in which an offer is made by 
the Imperial Government to surrender all the Military Reserves in the Province, 
with the exception of such portions of these Lands at Kingston, Montreal and 
Quebec, as are essential to the military defence of the colony, in consideration 
of the Provincial Government making ample provision for the ordinary defence and 
protection of the Province." Could there be any greater insult to this House 
and to the country, than that despatches such as those alluded to should have 
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been laid before three Government Commissioners, and yet be kept back from the 
representatives of the people. (Hear, hear.) Is it right that ministers whom 
we ourselves have made, should depute three or four gentlemen to Manage this 
great question for us--that they should entrust those important despatches to 
them and keep them back from us? (Hear, hear.) Is it right that we should be 
asked to legislate in the dark on a matter of such vital Lemp oOmtance ss iks.) ae laEGdo 
think if we submit to such treatment, we shall degrade this House in the eyes of 
the people. (Hear, hear.) I do think we would be unworthy of public confidence 
were we to consent to proceed to the consideration of a reason such as this, 
without having before us not only every document that was submitted to the 
Commissioners before they drew up their report, but every letter and despatch 
that exists upon the subject. (Hear, hear.) The government tell us there is a 
despatch. Why is this despatch concealed from us? What does it contain beyond 
the little extract we have seen? What if it should turn out that the four 
Commissioners have mis-conceived the purport of that despatch altogether? 
(Hear, hear.) Is it not but the other day that a great railway scheme for this 
province, involving millions of money, was ushered to the country on the faith 
of a despatch, and after an infinity of trouble and the expenditure of no small 
sum, did it not turn out that the reading of the despatch was a false one, and 
the scheme ended in failure? (Hear, hear.) And how do we know but these 
gentlemen also may have mis-conceived the intentions of the Imperial Government 
on this deeply important question of the defences of the province. Shall we be 
content with the judgment of any gentlemen in a matter of this importance, or is 
it not rather our duty to insist on seeing the document for ourselves? (Hear, 
hear.) The hon. member for Essex (Mr. Rankin) properly represented that the 
effect of this bill would be to loosen the connection between Great Britain and 
thisreolony: iI do believe that is to be the effect of it, and I will show how: 
We have heard it stated by hon. members to-night that this bill will produce bad 
feeling between this colony and Great Britain, because expenses will be thrown 
on) this ‘country’ which Great Britain ought to undertake. ‘Sir, I have not the 
slightest sympathy with these feelings. (Hear, hear.) I know that the noble 
British people would be the last to show illiberality in any transaction with 
hese ipo VL mca. (Gheers.)) Invall her relations with her allveés; and! with 
foreign countries, Great Britain has ever been only too generous, and nothing 
could be more unjust than to doubt the fidelity of Great Britain in implementing 
every engagement she may make with us. (Hear, hear.) At the same time we 
cannot look this matter boldly in the face, without feeling that all men will 
not continue to look on our relatins with Great Britain in the light that most 
of us do now. Very many of us, Sir, drew our first breath in Great Britain, and 
it is only natural that we should have peculiarly strong affections towards the 
mother country. But on the other hand there are in our country many persons who 
look upon themselves entirely as Canadians. (Hear, hear.) Their feelings are 
as strong towards Canada as ours are toward the soil of our own native land-- 
they have not lived in Britain--they are not bound by the same ties as we are. 
And how greatly must this feeling be increased when a few years pass away. 
(iear; hear.) Does the chon, ‘premier «think that a-country fast growing» to 
manhood in this way, would submit to a system like that which he is now insti- 
tuting?--a system under which the people of Canada are to bear all the burden 
and pay all the expense of defending the province in time of war, while at the 
same time they have so voted in the declaration of that war for the restoration 
of peace? (Hear, hear.) It would be unreasonable and unstatesmanlike to fancy 
that any people would long submit to an arrangement so unfair. (Hear, hear.) 
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Let, then, the government bring down those despatches of which the Commission 
speak, and let us consider the matter, in all its relations, and decide upon it, 
after mature reflection, as wise and considerate men should. But I am not 
prepared, on a mere Report of Commissioners, founded upon papers before them 
which we have never seen, to pass a bill which would not only weaken the connec- 
tion between Great Britain and this country, but would impose a large burden on 
our people, which has not been brought under their consideration, and to which, 
had they time to consider it, I am convinced they would be strongly opposed. 
(Hear, hear.) But, sir, the honourable and learned member for Toronto reminds 
us that the Imperial Government are engaged in a war in the Crimea, and he avers 
that they have been compelled, temporarily, to withdraw nearly all their troops 
from Canada, and that it has become absolutely necessary that provision should 
be temporarily made for garrisoning our forts, and maintaining the ordinary 
defences of the country. Now, if the Government would fairly put their bill 
upon that ground, and state that provision is to be made for merely temporary 
purposes, I for one would be most happy to consent to it. I am quite willing 
that every soldier should be withdrawn from this country, that every assistance 
in our power should be given to Great Britain at the present time, (hear, hear,) 
and I am prepared to vote any sum which may be necessary to provide for the 
defence of the country while those troops are temporarily withdrawn. But have 
we any such statement before us on the part of the Government? And supposing 
there were, supposing all this were the case, would such an immense force be 
required, as the demand now made upon it? Is there any appearance of war 
against this Province? Our relations with the United States are of the most 
amicable character, and nothing could be more absurd than to fear hostilities 
breaking out with that country, the only one with which we could possibly be 
embroiled? I cannot but deem it totally inexpedient to attempt to raise in this 
country anything in the shape of a military ardour. I do not think we have yet 
reached that stage when such luxuries can be indulged. (Hear, hear.) urBy sthe 
cultivation of the peaceful arts may Canada flourish. Since the war of 1812 40 
years have passed over us without any change in our militia, although often 
during that period there have been difficulties--threatening difficulties with 
our republican neighbours. Why then, when almost every chance of difficulty is 
gone,--when we have just concluded a Treaty of Reciprocity Trade, and when the 
St. Lawrence question, the Fishery question, the Oregon question, the Eastern 
Boundaries question,--when all those questions in fact that could possibly 
embroil us with the States have been amicably settled--why should the Government 
come down in such hot-haste, and ask us to make all those warlike preparations, 
to establish a line of forts along our borders, and to place the whole country 
on a species of war footing.}98 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Where do you find the line of forts?!99 


MR. BROWN.--On page 14 of the Report. "With regard to the occupation of the 
posts referred to, viz; Isle aux Noix, St. Johns, Sorel, Three Rivers, Bytown, 
Coteau du lac, Fort Wellington, Toronto, Fort Missipagua, London, Chatham, Fort 
Maiden, and Penetanguishene, by a local force as essential to the security of 
the buildings, &c., it appears to the commissioners that 100 men would be a 
sufficient local force to take charge of these Forts and Barracks under ordinary 
circumstances. "290 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Is that building a line of forts?29! 


MR. BROWN.--I did not say "building"--I said “establishing"--but ain fact 
some of them are to be built, while others, by the provisions in this Bill, are 
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to be enlarged and repaired. (Hear, hear.) And if the defence of the Province 
is to be thrown upon us we must calculate on all this and a great deal more. 
But I am not prepared to look at the matter from that point of view at all. 
(Hear, hear.) It remains yet to be proved to us that the British Government 
invendstosthrow, ws into that positron, sand until that is proved, I! willie not 
enter into the consideration of that view of the case at all. I ask the House 
to look at the unlimited expenditure which this Act involves. It provides that 
"all sums of money required to defray any expense authorized by this Act, may be 
paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of this Province, upon warrant di- 
rected by the Governor General to the Receiver General; and such warrants may be 
made in favor of the Adjutant General of militia, to enable him to pay such 
expense, or in favour of the party directly entitled to the money." This gives 
the very widest authority to the Adjutant General and to the Executive to spend 
money as they may think proper. (Hear, hear.) Are we prepared to pass such a 
measure as this? I think not. But it is said by some hon. gentlemen, the Home 
Government have not altered their relations towards us--and no troops are wanted 
to hold the forts while the war goes on in the Crimea--but the Provincial 
Militia really requires re-organization. Well, Sir, I am prepared to meet that 
issue--I am sure every member on this side is prepared to promote any judicious 
plan for the mere re-organization of the militia. To what extent changes in the 
present system should be made, I confess I am not very competent to decide--not 
being by any means addicted to the military passion; but of this I am satisfied 
Eide welEGEeabebratcain 1s stil laetomsustain to us her past relations, saemeasume 
on so extensive a scale as that before us is by no means necessary. (Hear, 
hear.) We have gone on very well for 40 years with our present militia, and I 
cannot see why we should not go on in the same way for many years to come. But 
hon. gentlemen opposite say that we want provision to be made for internal 
tranquillity of the country. I am prepared to look that issue also in the face, 
and to meet the Government on it in the most favourable light; but it must be 
remembered that in addition to this militia bill we are asked to pass a Police 
Bill specially for that purpose, and which alone is to involve the country in an 
expense of £44,000 per annum. (Hear, hear.) And as the actual expenditure 
always exceeds the estimate, who can tell how much more it will cost? (Hear, 
hear.) I am as positively convinced as I can be of anything that, if these two 
Bills pass--and the one is the natural adjunct of the other--an annual burden 
will be fastened on the province at the very outset of a sum not far from one 
hundred thousand pounds per annum! (Hear, hear.) How earnest have been the 
cries heard abroad about retrenchment,--very often about matters of £4,000 or 
£5,000 a year?--and yet we are asked to saddle this immense burden on our 
constituents without giving them a day to consider the proposition? The gallant 
knight says he would limit the operation of this Bill to three years. But this 
is no boon whatever--for once put in operation, it will be very difficult to set 
a limit to it. How can a whole establishment be disciplined after it is once 
commenced. Far from reducing, it is clear that the Government will go on 
increasing the offices--increasing the forts.292 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--My name is to that Report, and I cannot allow 
it to be misrepresented. There is not a single word in that Report about a line 
of forts, and it should not go to the country that such is the case.293 


MR. BROWN.--There will be enough sent to the country before long--rest 
assured of that. The Report itself is now on its way to the country, and it is 
impossible to misrepresent it. I have thus endeavoured to place the matter 
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before the House in the light in which I have been led to view it. I consider 
that, if the British Government have resolved to discontinue their defence of 
the Province, and to throw the responsibility upon us, we must meet that new 
position of affairs; and both sides of the House, I believe, will be prepared to 
meet it. But I contend that we have no proof of this whatever, and that even if 
we were in that position, there is no great haste needful in the case, as to 
require it to be done in a day or a week or a month, or that there is any reason 
why full time should not be given to the people, to discuss and consider the 
entire subject. (Hear, “hear.) Again, Sina lf Contendithat asm tha shim trea 
movement is merely called for by the exigency of the moment, by the British 
troops being withdrawn for a time, then let a measure be brought in specially to 
meet that case, and we will all be prepared to vote for it. (Hear, hear.) But, 
if this is not the case, and if the Home Government do not intend to impose upon 
us the defence of the Province,--if we are not required to defend the country 
for either a long or a short time, but merely to organize the militia,--then I 
say, put this and the police measure together, and out of the two construct some 
modified scheme which will not involve the country in the enormous expenditure 
into which the Government propose to launch us. (Hear, hear.) Hon. gentlemen 
opposite have assailed us for opposing this bill, for demanding even time for 
consideration, but when our proceedings go to the country, I am satisfied that 
we will be regarded as having done our duty to our constituents, and that the 
position we have taken up will be held to be patriotic and discreet. 
(Applause. )294 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--Did expect in discussing a measure of this impor- 
tance, something in the shape of argument. A more extraordinary debate or more 
extraordinary motion had never been heard of in connection with legislation. A 
more extraordinary motion had never been placed in the hands of the Speaker29. 
[He] expressed his disappointment that the member for Lambton had adduced no 
better reasons for the course taken by the Opposition in moving a six months' 
hoist to the bill.296 With what degree of patriotism can members flatter them- 
selves who proceed in such a manner with a matter of such importance? A country 
such as this now is, the envy of the globe, with her credit good, trade extend- 
ing, and a frontier of upwards of 1500 miles to defend, and yet honorable 
members could not see that a measure such as this was necessary. The honorable 
member for Lambton expressed his regret that so much feeling had been exhibited 
in it, which was not a panty matter.297 He attributed the introduction of that 
feeling to the Government and their supporters. But what were the facts? Had 
not strong appeals been made to the passions of gentlemen supporting the Govern- 
ment, and an attempt made to awaken old recollections and feelings on their 
part? Did not the hon. member for Montreal commence his speech by saying that 
the tie that bound us to Great Britain was more poetic than otherwise?298 and 
the honorable member for Lambton regretted that our connection with England was 
in the slightest degree weakened.299 


MR. HOLTON.--No!210 
MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--It was the hon. member for Sherbrooke then.211 
MR. GALT.--I never used any such words. (Hear, hear.)212 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE.--I took down the words at the time. He spoke of "the 
poetical idea of British connection."2!3 


MR. GALT explained that the hon. gentleman had entirely mistaken him. What 
he had said referred solely to the argument of the member for Toronto 
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(Mr. Cameron), who, he said, had invested the subject of British connection with 
a poetical colouring which had obscured the real merits of the question at 
issue. (Hear, hear.)214 


[MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE] must in justice to his own memory say that the words 
quoted were used by the hon. member in that sense. Another hon. member said 
that the Bill was the quintessence of toryism. But he would ask who ever heard 
of a Country jealous of a Militia Force? Did they think that any man claiming 
Canada as a country could be opposed to the Ortanaizatvon Of dad fOnee. LOt ets 
defence. The whole question comes to this. Do honorable gentlemen at the other 
side say that we should not have [a] Militia ... Force? They said that the 
Militia Force as it stood at present was a farce, and when a measure’was intro- 
ducedvdad they receiver it in) the’ spirit ‘of! loyalty iniiwhich they ought? The 
honorable member for Lambton takes up a report and applies matters not pertinent 
to the case as valid arguments against it. The hon. member for London stated 
that he opposed the bill because he hesitated to put arms into the hands of 
Irishmen215 fearing collisions between Irish Protestants and Roman Catholics21l6, 
He was glad that he was not called upon to defend the character of Irishmen, for 
Scotchmen, Englishmen and Canadians nobly did so. But there never was a time 
that England did not find it to her advantage to do so. It was a slander upon 
Irishmen, and although the hon. member for London may treat it as a light 
affair--he had a number of Irish constituents, and they would not take it so 
lightly.217 Here 300,000 Irishmen enjoyed happy homes, and should it be said 
that they could not be safely trusted with the defence of their own Province, 
where their properties, lives, and liberties were all at stake.--2!8 He alluded 
in terms of high eulogium to the deeds of the Irish troops at Waterloo, com- 
manded by an Irishman, the Duke of Wellington, and on other well-fought fields, 
and Lo the fact that towards thetcloserof the last century; by her 100,000 
volunteers, Ireland held herself in allegiance to the British Crown2!9 when a 
dreadful war was waged between France and England. He hoped that in future 
Canadian members of Parliament would never insult Irishmen in that House again. 
But to the measure before the House, hon. gentlemen who alluded to the prece- 
dents of the United States--they were inconsistent in not following. They had a 
militia force and we only wanted the same--as to the argument 220 of the hon. 
member for Brant (Mr. Christie),221 that it was hostile towards the American 
Union--the same would apply at the other side222, 


MR. CHRISTIE.--I never said any such thing.223 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE withdrew that assertion, and next expressed his regret 
that the honorable member for Brant should have alluded to the events of 1837, 
in order to induce the French Canadians to be suspicious of the establishment of 
a militia force.224 


MR. CHRISTIE.--I made no allusion whatever to the events of 1837. (Hear, 
hear. )225 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE then replied to the appeal which had been made to the 
Government for delay to give the people time to consider the measure and to 
express an opinion on it. He did not think there was any substantial reason why 
they should wait to take the sense of the people on this question.226 All Upper 
Canada approved of this Bill, and he believed it was the duty of the Representa- 
tives of that House to render Government their assistance to make it a good and 
a perfect bill. The Government had done its duty, and he was satisfied to take 
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his share of it, and hoped the measure would receive the approbation of the 
House by a large vote.22 


MR. MURNEY stated the reluctance with which he felt compelled to vote with 
the Government on this bill, although he considered it pointed to a policy which 
he deeply regretted.228 As a Canadian, born and bred, [he] felt it necessary 
to say something. God bless you, Mr. Speaker, we are a people still. He looked 
upon this measure as one which would deprive the country of the sustenance and 
flag of England; yet he would support the bill.229 He thought the Postmaster 
General had shown very bad taste in his personal attack on the member for London 
(Mr. Wilson). He could not understand why the Irish question should have been 
brought forward at all. They were all Canadians here. (Hear, hear.)239 


MR. WILSON rose to make an explanation in reply to the attack made on him by 
the Postmaster General, but was prevented by the outcries and rappings of desks 
of the supporters of the Government.2> 


MR. HINCKS.--If the hon. gentleman speaks again, I will speak too.232 


MR. WILSON.--I did not think that this house would have prevented me from 
making an explanation.233 


MR. HINCKS.--Spoke! Spoke!234 


MR; CHRISTIE moved that the honorable gentleman be heard.23° 


No! no! from the ministerial benches.236 


DR. FRAZER pointed out several omissions in the bill, among others, that 
parties labouring under disease and infirmities might be compelled to serve in 
the militia, and that no provision was made for the exemption, on the ground of 
conscientious scruples of Quakers, Nonconformists, and Tunkers.2 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Thanked the member for the hint. It would be 
attended to in Committee.238 


DR. FRAZER.--I will, nevertheless, vote against the Bil1.239 


MR. LARWILL considered the Bill desirable, and would vote for its going into 
committee, though he would not promise to vote for it when it came out of 
committee. 240 


Mr. Holton's amendment ... was then negatived24!l, 


(726) 
And the Question being put on the Amendment; the House divided: and the 
names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YERAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Bourassa, Brown, Bureau, Chrtstte, Darche, Jean B.E. 


Dorton, Antoine A. Dorton, Foley, Frazer, Galt, Hartman, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, 
John S. Macdonald, Roderick McDonald, Marchtldon, Mattice, Papin, Prévost, 











NAYS. 
Messteurs Alleyn, Bellingham, Biggar, Blanchet, Brodeur, Burton, Cameron, 


Cartier, Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chapats, Chauveau, Chisholm, Clarke, Cook, 


Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Jean B. Daoust, Desaulniers, Dionne, Dostaler, Attorney 
General Drummond, Egan, Felton, Thomas Fortter, Octave C. Fortier, Fournter, 


Gamble, Gill, Guévremont, Hincks, Labelle, Laporte, Larwill, LeBoutillier, 
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Lemteux, Loranger, Lumsden, Lyon, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Sir A.N. 





Morrtson, Murney, Niles, O'Farrell, Patrick, Polette, Poulin, Pouliot, Powell, 


Rankin, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Shaw, 


Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Southwick, Spence, Taché, Terrill, 
Thibaudeau, Turcotte, and Yeilding.--(75.) 

So tt passed tn the Negative.242 

And the Question being again proposed, That the Bill be now read a second 
time; 

Mr. Brown moved in amendment to the Question, seconded by Mr. Antoine Aimé 
Dorton, That the word "now" be left out, and the words "this day four weeks, in 
order that any Despatch or Despatches from the Imperial Government in regard to 


Cher) 
the defence of this Province may be laid before the Parliament and the Country" 
added at the end thereof; 











MR. BROWN ... hoped the Government would accept of this propositon, from a 
feeling of respect for the house, and also to allow the people of the Province 
time to express their views on this most important measure. He had sent off 
copies of the bill to his county (Lambton) the moment he got them, but he did 
not believe they could have reached his constituents yet. (Hear, hear.)243 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said the honorable gentleman asks an excuse for 
his vote tonight.--He could only say that his statement was not to be relied 
upon. He had voted himself for £10,000 toward the support of the militia, and 
all that was asked for now was £14,000! He said that we were about to build a 
line of forts, whilst there was not a word about a line of forts in the whole 
report .244 


MR. WILSON took advantage of the new motion submitted, to explain the sense 
in which he had spoken of the danger of placing arms in the hands of portions of 
the Irish population, hostile to each other from relgious feelings. He was 
quite sure that the Irish among his constituents, would not think with the 
Postmaster General that he had insulted them, but would be ready to say to him 
when he went back--"Faix, an' you were right, in thinking there would likely be 
et joflis (nk ) aeiyiay” (Laughter.)249 Irishmen, he said, did, as every one knew, 
allow their feelings to overpower their judgment--they did not act with that 
deliberation which would always make them safe depositaries of the arms of 
war.246 He thought that no one would feel insulted at the honest expression of 
opinion.24/ 

The hon. gentleman was repeatedly interrupted and at last sat down.248 


(720) 
And the Questton being put on the Amendment; the House divtded; and the 
names betng called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Biggar, Bourassa, Brown, Christie, Darche, Jean B.E. 


Dorton, Antotne A. Dorion, Foley, Frazer, Galt, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, John S. 


Macdonald, Marchildon, Mattice, Papin, Prévost, Rolph, Valots, and Wilson.-- 
(Ce 














NAYS. 
Messteurs Alleyn, Bellingham, Blanchet, Brodeur, Burton, Cartier, Casault, 


Cauchon, Cayley, Chapais, Chisholm, Clarke, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Jean B. 


JES Tp Ah 


Daoust, Desaulniers, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, Felton, Thomas 
Portter, Octave C. Fortter, Fournter, Gill, Guévremont, Hincecks, Labelle, 
Laporte, LeBouttillter, Lemteux, Loranger, Lumsden, Lyon, Macbeth, Attorney 
General Maedonald, Str A.N. MacNab, McCann, Masson, Matheson, Meagher, 
Mongenats, Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Murney, WNtles, O'Farrell, 
Patrick, Poulin, Pouliot, Powell, Rankin, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Solicitor 
General Ross, James Ross, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Southwick, 
Spence, Taché, Terrill, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, and Yetlding.--(67.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

Then the main Question being put, That the Bill be now read a second ttme; 
the House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as 
fotlow:-- 





























YEAS. 
Messieurs Alleyn, Bellingham, Blanchet, Brodeur, Burton, Cartter, Casault, 
Cauchon, Cayley, Chapats, Chtsholm, Clarke, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Jean B. 
Daoust, Desaulniers, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, Felton, Thomas 


Fortter, Oetave C, Fortier, Fournter, Gill, Guévremont,'Hineks;. Labettle, 














General Macdonald, Sir A.N. MacNab, MeCann, Masson, Matheson, Meagher, 
Mongenats, Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Murney, Niles, O'Farrell, 
Patrick, Poulin, Pouliot, Powell, Rankin, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Solicttor 
General Ross, James Ross, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Southwteck, 
Spence, Taché, Terrill, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, and Yetlding.--(67.) 
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NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Biggar, Bourassa, Brown, Christte, Darche, Jean B.E. 


Dorion, Antotne A. Dorton, Foley, Frazer, Galt, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, John é. 
Macdonald, Marchildon, Mattice, Papin, Prévost, Rolph, Valois, and Wilson.-- 
(22) 


So tt was resolved in the Affirmative. 














MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB moved that the bill be referred to a Committee 
for Friday next.249 


(728) 
The Btll was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House, for Friday next. 


Then, on motton of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by Mr. Solti- 
ettor General Smith, 
The House adjourned.259 


APPENDIX: 21 MARCH 1855. 


[NOTICE OF MOTION: TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS FOR SEIGNIORIAL TENURE 
BiLivl 


DR. MASSON [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il fera motion ] que la chambre 
se forme en comité général pour prendre en considération les résolutions 
suivantes: 

1. Qu'il est urgent d'amender l'acte seigneurial de 1854, pour le rendre 
plus acceptable au peuple. 

2. Que les seigneurs soient obligés de faire a leur dépens au gouvernement 
de cette province, dans un certain temps, un aveu et dénombrement exact de leurs 
seigneuries depuis dix ans, attesté sous serment, et sous une pénalité élevée. 

3. Qu'une cour de commissaires soit établie dans chaque district du Bas- 
Canada, pour reviser ces aveux et dénombrements, lesquels ainsi revisés tien- 
draient lieu des cadastres mentionnés au dit bill. 

Ay Qu'au lieu et place des clauses qui ordonnent que les droits des 
seigneurs et des censitaires soient déterminés par la cour de justice du Bas- 
Canada, et pourvoient 4 un droit d'appel, la législature détermine elle-méme ces 
droits d'une maniére définitive et sans appel, comme étant le tribunal le plus 
compétent pour cette fin. 

De, Que ta 29e clause du dit bill soit expliquée, afin de ne laisser aucun 
doute quant au droit par le censitaire de faire le rachat de sa rente constitu- 
tée, a sa volonté, en obligeant le seigneur de recevoir le capital de chaque 
censitaire lorsqu'il sera offert, en aucun temps de l'année. 

6. Qu'en obligeant le censitaire a commuer, on le force a payer au seigneur 
une indemnité sur des droits dont il ne pourrait jamais tirer aucun bénéfice, 
tel que le droit de péche, de chasse, de gréve, de corvées, de se faire planter 
un mai, de prendre de la pierre et du bois sur les terres concédées pour leur 
besoin. 

7. Qu'il n'est pas juste d'obliger le censitaire seul a4 payer une indemnité 
au seigneur pour les droits qui doivent tourner au profit de tous les habitants 
de cette province en général, que par conséquent l'allocation accordée par le 
gouvernement devrait couvrir le paiement de tous les droits cassuels (sic) et 
honorifiques des seigneurs, ne laissant au censitaire qu'a faire le rachat des 
cens et rentes seulement.2°! 


[NOTICE OF MOTION RE: INTOXICATING LIQUORS. ] 
MR. J. DORION (Drummond et Arthabask[{a]) [donne avis que] lundi prochain [il 


fera motion] que l'ordre soit donné de faire cesser la vente des liqueurs spiri- 
tueuses dans les batisses du parlement.2° 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: ELECTION LAWS. ] 


MR. PAPIN demande au ministére si c'est son intention d'amender les lois 
d'élection. 2°23 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND ... répond: pas dans cette session.2 24 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: JUDICATURE ACT OF LOWER CANADA. ] 


MR. PAPIN demande au ministére si c'est son intention de présenter durant 
cette session une mesure générale sur la judicature du Bas-Canada.2-° 
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MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND répond que le gouvernement s'en occupe, mais qu'il ne 
présentera aucune mesure sur ce sujet durant la présente session.226 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS FOR STATISTICS RE: THE JUDICATURE.] 


MR. BUREAU proposa une adresse a Son Excellence demandant les renseignements 
suivants: 

1. Quelles sommes d'argent ont été payées pour l'année 1853 a chacun des 
employés du greffier de la paix, et au bureau du greffier de la couronne 4a 
Montréal, soit comme salaire ordinaire, soit comme allocation supplémentaire 
pendant ou hors des sessions de la cour criminelle. 

2. Quelles sommes de deniers ont été payées pour papeterie et autres four- 
nitures au greffier de la paix de Montréal et au greffier de la couronne pendant 
la méme année? 

3. Le nom de tous les témoins assignés par le greffier de la paix de 
Montréal, et par le greffier de la couronne pendant la méme année, avec le droit 
des subpaenas (sic) et de leur sig[n]ification, avec le nom de la résidence des 
huissiers ou connétables qui ont fait ces significations. 

4. Indiquer le nom des hommes de police qui one été entendus comme témoins, 
quel montant de taxe a été payé par le gouvernement a tous et chacun des témoins 
entendus a Montréal durant la méme année. 

5. Quelles sommes de deniers (et pour quelle cause) ont été payées au grand 
connétable de Montréal, durant la méme année. 

6. Combien de personnes ont été arrétées a Montréal durant la méme année, 
sous l'accusation de tenir des maisons de débauches, et combien sur le nombre, 
ont subi leurs procés et ont été convaincues. Combien de fois ont-elles renou- 
velé leur cautionnement pendant qu'elles étaient sous accusation et combien a 
été payé par chacune des personnes arétées sous cette charge, depuis leur arres- 
tation jusqu'd leur libération pour quelque cause que ce soit. 

7. Fournir la liste de toutes les causes instituées au bureau du greffier 
de la paix de Montréal, durant la méme année, avec le montant des honoraires 
d'office et des condamnations recues dans chaque année.22/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND demande quel intérét peut avoir l'hon. membre a obte- 
nir les renseignements qu'il demande. Un rapport comme celui-1la cofitera des 
sommes considérables a la province; mais si l'hon. membre veut expliquer son 
but, on lui accordera peut-étre ce qu'il demande.258 


MR. BUREAU dit que le'rapport® qu it -désire obtenir ne coutera rien 4a Va 
province, parce que les greffiers et autres officiers de la couronne les fourni- 
ront sans qu'il soit nécessaire de les payer pour ce travail. 

Son but est de savoir quelles sommes d'argent ont été payéle]s au greffier 
de la paix a Montréal, depuis 1853, et si réellement ces sommes devaient lui 
étre payées; car il a appris que ce greffier envoyait des subpaenas (sic) a des 
huissiers de la campagne, qui les servent dans leurs localités, et le greffier 
se fait payer les frais de voyage d'un huissier comme s'il était réellement 
parti de Montréal. Il propose cette adresse pour s'assurer du fait) afin’ que 
l'autorité mette un terme a cet abus, s'il existe. M. Bureau continue a donner 
les motifs pour justifier toute les informations de son adresse.29? 


MR. FOURNIER se prononce en faveur de l'adresse, et dit que la méme chose se 
pratique dans le bureau du Shériff de Québec. Lorsqu'il s'agit de faire venir 
des jurés a Québec, le shériff émane des subpoenas pour faire venir des per- 
sonnes résidant a l'extrémité du district, malgré qu'il pourrait les choisir 
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plus prés; puis il envoie des subpaenas (sic) a4 un huissier de la localité qui 
les sert, et le shériff se fait payer des frais de voyage comme si l'huissier 
était parti de Québec. I1 y a longtems qu'il s'est plaint de cet abus, mais 
l'administration Lafontaine, et l'administration Hincks-Morin lui ont toujours 
dit: “nous verrons; mais rien n'a été fait pour y remédier. 11 demande donc 
que l'adresse s'étende au bureau de shériff de Québec.26 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND admet que cet abus se pratiquent (sic) en effet dans 
le bureau du greffier de Montréal et qu'il serait bon d'y mettre ordre. Ilya 
aussi un autre abus qui s'est glissé dans les cours de justice: c'est celui de 
faire payer les témoins d'un défendeur par la couronne, et il arrive souvent que 
le défendeur appelle des témoins qui ne savent rien dans sa cause, dans le seul 
but de les faire payer. Le seul moyen de remédier 4 cela serait la décentrali- 
sation judiciaire. 11 consent volontiers a accorder l'adresse depuis que l'hon. 
eine ee exposé ses motifs, et il pense méme qu'il serait bon de l'étendre plus 
oan 


MR. PAPIN dit que les hommes de police sont souvent appelés comme témoins 
devant les cours de magistrats, et qu'ils sont toujours taxés comme tels, mais 
qu'ils ne recoivent pas les honoraires, puisqu'ils sont payés comme agents de 
Stee Il est important de savoir qui recoit cet argent, car la couronne le 
paie. 


MR. CHABOT demande que cette adresse s'étende a toute la province, afin 
d'obtenir toutes les informations possibles qui pourront servir comme documents 
pour une mesure de décentralisation judiciaire. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND demande a l'hon. membre pour Napierville de remettre a 
huit jours sa motion, et dans l'intervalle, il pourra s'‘entendre avec lui pour 
en rédiger une qui sera plus compléte.264 


MR. BUREAU consent a remettre sa motion a huit jours.265 


MR. PAPIN signale un autre abus auquel il serait bon de remédier. C'est 
celui d'assigner des personnes comme témoins, dans des causes ot elles ne con- 
naissent absolument rien, dans le but seulement de les éliminer. Cela se pra- 
tique dans les élections, et on l'a fait encore dans la derniére élection du 
district de Montréal;--on voulait éloigner plusieurs personnes défavorables a 
l'un des candidats, et ces personnes ont recu juste a temps des subpaenas pour 
comparaitre comme témoins a Montréal dans des causes oti elles ne connaissaient 
absolument rien. (Rires.)266 


Une Voix.--C'était une erreur de nom. (Rires. )267 


[POSTPONED MOTION FOR RESOLUTIONS RE: PAYMENT TO JURORS. ] 


L'ordre du jour pour la considération de certaines résolutions relatives aux 
traits de! administration de la justice’ et a0l'indemnité des! Gurés) érant 
appelé268, 


MR. TURCOTTE dit qu'en conséquence de la déclaration faite hier soir par 
l'hon. procureur-général [M. Drummond], il remettra ses résolutions 4 quinze 
jours. 269 


FOOTNOTES: 21 MARCH 1855. 
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TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 27 March 1855, notes in its commentary that the 
debate on the Militia Bill was "re-opened at 5 o'clock" in the afternoon 
and this vote was taken at "half-past twelve o'clock". This newspaper, 
and MORNING CHRONICLE, 24 March 1855, differ from the JOURNALS and report 
the vote (wasr Yeas; 74: \Nays' 25. Scrapbook Hansard (21 March 18355), 
reports tt<as. “Yeas,.253, Nays, 72. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1255, 
reports that 23 were for the motion and 74 were against it. 

GLOBE, 30 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 30 March 1855. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 28 March 1855, adds in its news 
report that as Mr. Wilson spoke, "The appeals to order were frequent." 
TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 27 March 1855, comments that "A scene of indiscrib- 
able confusion follows. Half a dozen members rise at once. Shouts of 
order from all parts of the House arise in one continuous volume for a 
quarter of an hour. Mr. Wilson rises and sits down, with deprecating 
gestures." 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 30 March 1855. 
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LE PAYS, 27 March 1855. According to this newspaper, Mr. Turcotte agreed 
to postpone his resolutions due to a declaration made by Mr. Drummond on 
20 March 1855 (footnote 68). The comments, from GLOBE, 28 March 1855, are 
reprinted below for the readers’ consideration: 

"Mr. Brown asked whether the payment of Jurors would be made out of 
the Consolidated Revenue or out of Municipal Funds. 

"Mr. Drummond said he intended to withdraw the clause that made it 
imperative on Municipalities to provide for the payment of Jurors. The 
Government would make some other provision but in such a way as would be 
no burden to the people of Upper Canada." 


THURSDAY, 22 MARCH 1855. 


(728) 

THE following Petitions were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Clarke,--The Petz tionvof ‘Mrs. Clara’ PX Powells af then eatynpoy 
Hamtlton. 7 

By Mr. Terrill,--The Petttton of John Fleming, of the County of Stanstead; 
the Petttton of W.P. Cook and others, Trustees of the Charleston Academy; and 
the Petition of Levit Bigelow and others, Trustees of the Georgeville High 
Sehool. 

By Mr. Thomas Fortter,--The Petition of the Reverend L.H. Dosttie and others, 
of the Parish of St. Edouard de Gentilly, County of Nicolet; and the Petition of 
the Reverend J.0. Prince, Curé, and others, of the Townshtp of Arthabaska. 

By Mr. Bureau,--The Petition of the Reverend F. Morrison and others, of the 
Parish of St. Cyprten. 

By Mr. Chapais,--The Petition of Thomas Bégin, of Riviére Ouelle, School 
Teacher; and the Petition of F. DeGuise and others, of the Partsh of Ste. Anne 
de la Pocatiére, in the County of Kamouraska. 

By Mr. Turcotte,--The Petition of the Reverend Charles L. Garceau and 
others, of the Parish of St. Antoine de la Riviere du Loup, Mountypoy 
St. Maurice. ay =< ie - 
By Mr. Bellingham,--The Petition of W. Abbott and others, Directors of the 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of the County of Two Mountains. 

By Mr. Papin,--The Petition of Joseph Fafard, Esquire, J.P., and others, of 
the Parish of L'Tslet, in the County of L'islet. 

By Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorton,--The Petition of W.R. Dunkerley and 
others, of the Township of Durham, in the County of Drummond. 

By the Honorable Mr. Merritt,--The Petition of the Munictpality of the 
Townshtp of Catstor, in the County of Lincoln. 

By Mr. Galt, --The.Petttton of f0:C.\ Libbey and ethers, of (the Township of 
Ascot; the Petition of J.G. Robertson, Mayor, and others, of the Town of 
Sherbrooke: the Petition of Christopher Wurtele and others, of the Township of 
Windsor, County of Sherbrooke, District of St. Francis; and the Petition of L.W. 
Decker and others, of the Townships of Roxton and Ely, in the County of 
Shef ford. ee 

By Mr. Biggar,--The Petttton of the Town Council of the Town of Brantford. 

By the Honorable Mr. Lemieux,--The Petition of Ignace Couture and others, of 
the Partsh of Notre Dame de la Victoire, in the County of Levts. 


By Mr. Alleyn,--The Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the 


(729) 

City of Quebec; and the Petition of Mrs. F.X. Roy and others, Dtrectresses of 
the Asylum of the Good Shepherd at Quebec. 

By Mr. DeWtitt,--The Petition of Henry Bennie and others, of the Seigntory of 
Beauharnots. 

By Mr. Charles Daoust,--The Petition of the Reverend J.J. Archambault and 
others, of the Parish of St. Timothée, County of Beauharnois. 

By Mr. Lyon,--The Petition of the Municipality of the Township of Nepean. 

By the Honorable Mr. Cauchon,--The Petition of Joseph Bouchette, Esquire. 
































Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read: -- 

Of Mtchael Haller and others, of the Village of Preston, in the County of 
Waterloo; praying that Jacob Hespeler may be authorized to construct a Dam or 
Breakwater on the Grand River, at or near the said Village of Preston. 
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Of the Munteipal Council of the County of Middlesex; praying for certain 
amendments to the Municipal Corporation Acts of Upper Ipper Canada. 

Of Paul Besserer and others, of the Parish of St. Clet, County of Soulanges, 
Censitaires; praying for neventn amendments to the Seioriorial Tenure Act. 

Of the Reverend Tf. Brassard, Curé, and others, of the Parish of St. Ignace 
du Coteau du Lac, County of Soulanges; praying aap addittonal aid to repair the 
College of Coteau du Lac, in the said Parish. 

Of the Municipal Counect of the County of Sherbrooke; praying for repayment 
of certain expenses caused to the said Municipality by trregular proceedings of 
the Crown Lands Agent for the satd County. 

Of William Smith and others, of the Township of Brompton; of the Reverend 
John Campbell and others, of the Township of Nottawasaga, in the County of 
Stmeoe; of James Powles and others, Chiefs and Warriors of the Six Nations 
Indians; of Joseph Hilborn, Post Master, and others, of the Township of . 
Bosanquet and vicinity; of J.M. Eastman and others, of the Township of Willtams 
and vicinity; of Mrs. Elizabeth Cavanagh and others, mothers and daughters, of 
the Township of Williams and vicinity; and of Mrs. Sarah Hilborn and others, 
mothers and daughters, of the Township of Bosanquet and vicinity; praying for 
the passing of a Prohibitory Liquor Law. 

Of Richard F, Freeland and others, of the Township of Bosanquet, in the 
County of Lambton; praying that the Bill now before the House to prevent the 
traffie in Intoxicating Liquors may become Law. 

Of the Muntetpal Counectl of the County of L'Islet; praying that the Munict- 
pal and Road Bill of Lower Canada may not become Law. 

Of Joseph Woodruff, Clerk of the Peace for the United Counties of Lincoln 
and Welland, and J.H.S. Dolmage, on behalf of the Clerks of the Peace for 
Upper Canada; praying relief and remuneration for their official services, which 
have been reduced by recent Acts of the Legislature. 

Of G.W. Allan, Mayor of Toronto, and others, Stockholders in the Provincial 
Insurance Company; praying that the Act 12 Vic. cap. 167, tneorporating the said 
Company, may not be amended by the Bill now before the House as regards the 
election of all of the Dtrectors annually. 

Of the Reverend A. Mtgnault and others, Roman Catholtes, of the Parish of 
Ste. Angélique, in the County of Ottawa; praying aid for the establishment of a 
Superior School in the said Parish. 

Of the Municipal Council, Division No. 2, of the County of Ottawa; praying 
aid for a Road and Bridges. 

Of the Muntetpality of the Township of East Hawkesbury, tn the County of 
Prescott; praying atd for the improvement of Public Roads, and for the erection 
of Bridges thereon. 

Of Donald Cameron and others, of the Townshtp of Darlington, in the County 
of Durham; praying for the passing of an Act to authorize the survey and placing 


(750) 
of stone monuments at the corners of lots in the broken front concesston of the 
said Township. 

Of Owen Owens and others, of Grenville, Chatham, and Argenteutl; praying 
that the Canals from Carillon to Grenville may be made of uniform width with 
those of the Rideau. 

Of the Belleville Gas Company; praying for certain amendments to the Act 16 
Vie. cap. 1738. 

Of Willtam Ross, Deputy Assistant Clerk of the House; praying for an 
tnerease of salary. 
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Of the Muntetpality of the Untted Townships of Moulton and Sherbrooke, in 
the County of Haldimand; praying for aid to enable them to complete the Buffalo, 
Brantford and Goderich Railway. 

Of John Dean, of the Township of North Cayuga, in the County of Haldimand, 
Farmer; stating that the Indtan Office purpose to wrest from him the front of 
his farm unjustly, 35 acres, in order to lay it out in Village Lots; and praying 
for enquiry into his case. 

Of Pierre Lessard and others, of the Parish of Ste. Ursule; praying that a 
Registry Office may be established in the said Parish. — 

Of the Reverend T.S. Brassard, Curé, and others, of the Partsh of La Conver- 
ston de St. Paul, in the County of Joliette; praying for atd to enlarge two 
Educational Establishments in the said Parish. 

Of Hugh Gorman and others, of the Township of Buckingham, County of Ottawa; 
praying atd for the Buckingham Academy. 














Ordered, That the Petitton of Michael Haller and others, of the Village of 
Preston, in the County of Waterloo, be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Miscellaneous Private Bills. 


Ordered, That the Petitton of thé Muntetpal Counet?l of the County ro; 
L'Isltet, be referred to the Committee of the whole House on the Bill to reform 
the Muntetpal System of Lower Canada, and to establish County, Parish, and 
Townshtp Muntetpalities theretn. 


On motton of Mr. Laberge, seconded by Mr. Powell, 

Ordered, That the Select Committee on the Montmagny Electton Petitton have 
Leave to adjourn until Friday the thirtieth inetantae Yen: o'clock in. the 
forenoon. 


Mr. Langton, from the Standing Committee on Standing Orders, presented to 
the House the Twenty-fourth Report of the said Committee; which was read, as 
followeth: -- 

Your Committee have examined the Petition of the Municipal Council of the 
County of Perth, for an amendment of the Act 16 Vic. cap 169, in relatton to the 
votes to be given on Stock held by Muntctpalities, so far as the same affects 
the Buffalo, Brantford, and Goderich Railway Company, and they find that no 
Notice has been given by the Pettttoners. 

The Petitton of Soeur Marie St. Maurice Borgel, Supertor, and others, 
Soeurs de la Presentation de Marie, at Ste. Marie de Monnotir, for an Act of 














The Petition of the Montreal Telegraph Company prays for an enactment to 
remove doubts as to their right to acquire real estate for the erection of 
Stations upon their present line, and also to empower them to extend the satd 
line and to construct branches,--wtth other amendments to their Charter. Your 
Committee find that no Notice of the application has been given; they cannot 
therefore recommend that the powers applied for by the Company be granted them, 
except in so far as respects the establishment of their right to hold the land 
requtred for their Station houses upon the line already chartered. 


(731) 

Mr. Felton reported from the Select Committee appointed to enquire into the 
state of Agriculture in Lower Canada, and the best means of tmproving the prac- 
tice thereof, and of advancing the interests of those engaged in that occupa- 
tion, and other references, with power to report from time to time, That the 
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Committee had gone through the Bill to amend the Act establishing a Bureau of 
Agriculture and consolidating the Laws relating to Agriculture, and made amend- 
ments thereunto. 

Ordered, That the Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House, for Monday next. 


Ordered, That the Tenth Report of the Standing Committee on Contingencies, 
be taken into consideration on Monday nect. 


Ordered, That the Petition of the Municipal Council, Division No. 2, of the 
County of Ottawa, be printed for the use of the Members of thts House. 


Ordered, That the Petition of the Municipal Council of the County of Mtddle- 
sex, be referred to the Select Committee to whitch was referred the Bill to amend 
the Muntetpal Corporatton Acts. 





On motion of Mr. Papin, seconded by Mr. Prévost, 

kesolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he will be pleased to cause to be laid before this House, 
a Statement of the Revenue and expenses of management of the Turnptke Roads in 
Montreal, during the years 1853 and 1854. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Exeelleney the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 


Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorion moved, seconded by Mr. Papin, and the Question 
being put, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he will be pleased to cause to be laid before this House, 
coptes of all Applications made to the Government for the Office of Regtstrar 
for the County of Verchéres, on the occasion of that Office becoming vacant in 
July, 1854;-- 











MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND s'oppose 4 la motion, parce qu'il ne veut pas faire 
connaitre les noms de toutes les personnes qui font des applications au 
gouvernement. 


(751) 
It passed tn the Negative. 


Ordered, That Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorton have leave to bring in a Bill to 
detach a certain part of the Township of Arthabaska from the District of Three 
Rivers, and to annex it to the District of Quebec. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Thursday next. 








Ordered, That Mr. Solicitor General Smith have leave to bring in a Bill to 
declare the Act confirming a Survey of the Township of Ameltasburgh, to extend 
to the Townshtp of Hillier which, at the time of the Survey, formed part of 
Ameltasburgh. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Tuesday next. 





On motton of Mr. Larwtll, seconded by Mr. Chisholm, 
Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid before 
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(732) 
this House, a Return of the amount of the Fee Fund of each County in Canada 
West, for the years 1851, 1852, 1853 and 1854. 
Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of thts House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 





On motton of Mr. Mongenais, seconded by Mr. Jean Baptiste Daoust, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praytng that he will cause to be latd before this House, a Statement of 
Montes voted from 1852 to December 1854, for the tmprovement of the Rapids 
Ste. Anne; also, the Reports of the Engineers who surveyed the satd Raptds after 
the above mentioned date; also, a Statement of the Monies latd out for improve- 
ments made according to these Reports; and also, of the balance whitch has not 
been expended for these tmprovements. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 








MR. J. DORION (de Drummond) propose une adresse a Son Excellence, demandant 
copie: de, toutes! correspondances,.entre P.M. Pacaud, ¢cr.,.d Apihabaska,e er le 
gouvernement, ou aucun de ses employés, au sujet de la confection d'un chemin 
depuis Chester jusqu'au lac Aylmer. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND demande 4a l'honorable membre dans quel but il propose 
cette adresse, car si ce n'est pas dans l'‘intérét public, mais seulement pour 
atteindre un but personnel, il s'y opposera. 


MR. J. DORION dit que le chemin dont il s'agit est d'une trés grande impor- 
tance pour le comté d'Arthabaska et méme pour la plus grande partie du sud du 
district des Trois-Riviéres. Le chemin qui a été commencé par le gouvernement 
depuis Chester jusqu'au lac Aylmer devrait é6tre dirigé de Chester sur le village 
de St. Christophe, chef-lieu du comté d'Arthabaska et d'ot il y a un chemin qui 
conduit en droite ligne par Bulstrode et Aston, a St. Grégoire, vis-a-vis la 
ville des Trois-Riviéres. Ce chemin intéresse les habitants d'une grande partie 
des townships, et si la rumeur dit vrai, 11 parattrait’ quit y a ewldées, corres— 
pondances entre M. Pacaud, qui surveille la confection de ce chemin, et le 
gouvernement pour en changer la direction; on proposerait de diriger le chemin 
du lac Aylmer a Chester sur St. Norbert et tous ceux qui connaissent la localité 
Ssavent que ce déplacement du projet primitif aurait l'effet de détourner la voie 
de communication. De St. Norbert il faudrait remonter deux ou trois lieues pour 
prendre le chemin de Bulstrode ou descendre a Stanfold pour prendre le chemin de 
Blanford qui conduit a Gentilly, a cinq lieues au-dessous de la ville des Trois- 
Riviéres. 

Les habitants du comté désirent savoir quelles démarches ont été faites 
auprés du gouvernement a ce sujet, si toutefois il y en a eu. On dit que 
M. Pacaud a entretenu des correspondances avec le gouvernement pour obtenir ce 
déplacement de chemin. En obtenant la correspondance, les intéressés seront mis 
en état de faire connaitre leur volonté sur une aussi importante question pour 
eux. C'est’ le but qu’il avait en proposant cette adresse,"et PP espere que 
l'honorable procureur-général sera convaincu qu'il n'avait aucun but personnel 
en vue; maisiquiau contraire. L'intéré public seul Wawengagéia (faire ta 
proposition. 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND admet que cette adresse est demandée dans l'intérét 
public, et ne s'y opposera pas; mais il conseille a l'hon. membre de retrancher 
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le igs de M. Pacaud, parce qu'il n'y a pas eu de correspondance seulement avec 
TRUE © 


MR. J. DORION y consent et l'adresse est votée./ 


(7352) 

On motton of Mr. Jean Baptiste Eric Dorion, seconded by Mr. Papin, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he will be pleased to cause to be laid before this House, 
a copy of all Correspondence which has taken place between the Government or any 
of the Employés thereof, and any of the Inhabitants of the County of Arthabaska, 
with reference to the completion of a Road from Chester to Lake Aylmer. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 





On motton of Mr. Cooke, seconded by Mr. McCann, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that he will be pleased to cause to be laid before this House, 
coptes of all Correspondence which may have passed between the Superintendent of 
Education, Canada East, and the Inspector of Schools for the District of Ottawa, 
since the date of his appointment; and a Return of the Schools tn the said 
District, shewitng the number and name of each School District, the Township or 
Setgntory in which sttuated, whether a Model or Common School, the names of the 
Commtsstoners and Teachers of each School, the salary of each Teacher, whether 
such Sehool has been tn operation during the scholastic year, the amount patd 
out of the grant from Government for the support of each such School, and the 
branches of education taught in each; whether any of the School Districts have 
recetved aid to build, repair, or purchase School houses, or the ground for 
their erection; tf so, the amount so patd, and to whom; also the number and date 
of each visit made to each separate School by the satd Inspector; the names of 
the Commtsstoners and Teachers of each School District at the time of such 
vistt, and the number of Scholars attending the Schools so visited; and whether 
such Sehool District had complied with the Law, either by voluntary contribu- 
ttons or by a Sehool Rate. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Council of this Province. 


On motton of Mr. Mackenzte, seconded by Mr. DeWitt, 
Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying His Excellency to cause to be laid before this House for tts 


(733) 
informatton, copy of the Royal Instructions to His Excellency when he took the 
reins of Government in thts Colony. . 
Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of this Province. 


Resolved, Than (sic) an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the 
Governor General, praying for a copy of the Report of David Thorburn, Esqutre, 
Commtsstoner of Indian Lands, presented to Government on the 7th of December 
last, upon the Grand River Navigation; and also the communication and Report on 
the same subject, of the 5th and 6th instant, for the information of the House. 











Uraiayil 


Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executtve 
Councetl of thts Province. 


A Message from the Legislative Council, by John Fennings Taylor, Esqutre, 
one of the Masters in Chancery:-- 

Mr. Speaker, 

The Legtslative Counetl have passed the Bill, inttituled, "An Act to amend so 
much of any Law in force tn Lower Canada as authorizes the sale of any property 
by the authority of Justice on Sundays," with several Amendments, to which they 
destre the coneurrence of this House. 

And then he wtthdrew. 


Ordered, That the Petition of the Municipality of the Townships of Moulton 
and Sherbrooke, in the County of Haldimand; and the Petition of the Muntctpality 
of the Township of Canborough, be printed together, for the use of the Members 
of thts House. 





Ordered, That the Petitton of Willtam Ross, Deputy Asststant Clerk of the 
House, be referred to the Standing Committee on Contingenctes. 





The Honorable Mr. Cartier, one of Her Majesty's Executtve Council, pre- 
sented, pursuant to an Address to His Excellency the Governor General,--Return 
to an Address of the Legtslative Assembly to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, dated the 26th of September, 1854, praying Hts Excellency to cause to 
be laid before the House, coptes of all Papers and Documents connected wtth the 
sale and purchase of the Rondeau Harbour. 

For the said Return, see Appendix (I.I.i.) 


On motion of Mr. Stdney Smtth, seconded by Mr. Patrick, 

Resolved, That a Message be sent to the Honorable the Legislative Counctl, 
to request that their Honors will give leave to the Honorable Ettenne Paschal 
Taché, one of thetr Members, to appear before the Spectal Committee of this 
House appotnted to enquire into charges against the late Admintstratton. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sidney Smith do carry the satd Message to the Legislative 
Counetl. 





The Order of the day being read, for resuming the adjourned Debate upon the 
Amendment whitch was, on Wednesday the etghth day of November last, proposed to 
be made to the proposed Amendment to the Questton, That an humble Address be 
presented to His Excellency the Governor General, representing to His Excellency 
that, tn the opinion of this House, the time has arrived when a different and 
much more satisfactory arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening 
Parliament, than at present extsts: That the present system of alternate 


(734) 
Parliaments is tneonststent with a proper regard to the economtcal expenditure 
of publte money, uncalled for by the necessittes of the country, tnjurtous to 
the preservation and methodical arrangements of the Public Archives and Library, 
and productive of great ineonventence and injusttce to permanent Officers in the 
Publie Departments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place 
selected for the assembling of Parliament, suited, as far as posstble, to the 
conventence of all sections of the Province; and which proposed Amendment was, 
That all the words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, and the 
words "it ts tnexpedient to interfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat 
of Government adopted by this House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted 
instead thereof; and which Amendment to the satd proposed Amendment was, That 
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the words "and that in accordance with that arrangement the Public Departments 
should be removed to Toronto in 1855" be added at the end thereof; 

And the Question on the Amendment proposed to be made to the proposed 
Amendment to the Original Question, being again proposed:--The House resumed the 
satd adjourned Debate. 


MR. PATRICK said he was satisfied there were not 20 members of this House, 
who were not perfectly convinced of the propriety of moving to Toronto this 
year. At the same time he believed the majority were in favour of a decision 
being come to as speedily as possible to have a fixed, permanent seat of Govern- 
ment. When the question was formerly before the House, an attempt was made by 
his friend on his right, Mr. Hincks, to frighten the Legislature from arriving 
at that determination by the cry of a dissolution of the union.® La question a 
été remise; mais il croit la chambre préte 4 la discuter aujourd'hui.? For his 
own part he did not think that any danger of that sort was to be apprehended. 
He believed they were more likely to maintain!l9 [OR] strengthen!! the union by 
fixing a permanent Seat of Government than by perpetuating the present alternat- 
ing system, which rendered them ridiculous in the eye of the whole civilized 
world.!2 Every one admitted that the present system entailed the greatest 
hardship upon persons connected with the several departments of the public 
service, and great unnecessary expense upon them and the Province.!3 There 
might at first sight appear to be a difficulty, from the question in which 
section of the Province the Seat of Government should be permanently fixed. 
Lower Canadians would contend that it should be in Lower Canada, on the ground 
that Lower Canadal4, as the oldest, longest settled portion of the Province, !5 
had contributed the least portion of the public debt at the time of the union, 
and that its local position was such as to make it most suitable to have the 
Seat of Government permanently located in it. Upper Canadians on the other hand 
claimed that they should have the seat of Government in their section, on the 
ground that they were most numerous and the most rapidly increasing in popula- 
tion, that they contributed most largely to the public revenue, and that as a 
people they had more youth and health and vigour than the Lower Canadians.!6© He 
was happy in making a proposition which he believed with confidence would please 
all parties, that it should be placed on neutral ground. The city of Ottawa 
which might be described as the Columbia of Canada, scarcely in one Province or 
the other (an honorable member 'tis nowhere) one of the finest situated cities 
in the world, the district one of the fairest and richest, the property ready 
purchased, the ordnance property--ready prepared and well suited in every 
respect and if honorable members would divest themselves of all prejudices, he 
thought that was the place he would choose.!/ He hoped, therefore, that the 
present perambulating system would cease, and that either his own motion would 
prevail, or that which was intended to be submitted by his hon. friend, the 
Attorney General East.18 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND then submitted an amendment to the effect that the 
Government after this session should proceed to Toronto to remain there for four 
years, and that the House do immediately proceed to choose a place where suit- 
able buildings shall be erected, and where the seat of Government shall be 
permanently fixed at the expiring of that period. He thought that this amend- 
ment would suit the views of a great many gentlemen who conceived that the House 
were bound in justice to Upper Canada, to carry out the present arrangement for 
at least another term of four years by proceeding for that period to Toronto, 
but who were at the same time unwilling for ever to condemn the country to the 
ruinous expense!9, the folly and demoralising influence of the itinerant system 
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of Government. He did not think that the people of the country were determined 
to doom the persons connected with the public service to give up all hopes of 
ever having a home. He did not think the people of Canada would consent to have 
the archives of the Province risked, and Parliament Buildings erected at three 
times their cost.29 Good feeling between the two sections of the country had 
been promoted, and the prejudice entertained by the people of one section 
towards those of the other had been to a large extent removed. He thought, 
however, that all the good that might be expected in that way, had already been 
produced, and that it was time that this nomadic, wandering system should be 
brought to a termination.2! Many men who might have been of service to the 
country had been driven from its service, by the system, and many more would be 
driven away if the system were continued. He could imagine no argument against 
a fixed seat of Government. He did not stand up to advocate the fixation of the 
seat of Government at any particular place. He wished a seat of Government 
permanently fixed, whether that place be Port Sarnia, London, Toronto, Kingston, 
Quebec, or the Island of Anticosti.22 It was time that they should choose some 
place to be designated as the Capital of Canada, where they should erect public 
buildings that would be an honour and a credit to the Province. If he were to 
consult his own convenience and wishes, he would say, remain where you are under 
the protection of the great citadel of Quebec, especially in present circum- 
stances when they knew not what would come out of the cloud that was now hanging 
over Europe and the world--he would say, remain in Quebec till those public 
buildings should be erected in what should be chosen as the permanent seat of 
Government. But he knew that the current of opinion ran against those views, 
and he would not object to their going four years to Toronto.23 He was willing 
to yield his opinion to secure the object of his desire, a fixed seat of Govern- 
ment. He admitted that. good Nad arises (sic) out Of the diteriate system, 
adopted under peculiar and trying circumstances, but that advantage having been 
gained, let us abandoned (sic) the absurdity and retire to a fixed seat.24 


MR. BROWN, rose in reply to the Attorney General. While he readily admitted 
that very much might be said in favour of a fixed Seat of Government, he was 
very far from agreeing with the hon. Attorney General East that not one argument 
could be offered in favour of the system which had been adopted for the last few 
years.2° If he remembered rightly the late Inspector General and the honorable 
Attorney General East himself believed there were a few years ago.26 The Attor- 
ney General himself had admitted that much good had resulted from bringing the 
people of the two sections of the Province together. Every one would admit that 
where it could conveniently be done, fixing the Seat of Government in some one 
place was clearly the best system. But it was obviously very difficult to fix 
upon one spot in Canada to which strong objections could not be made. They had 
an immense extent of country 1500 miles in length, two races of inhabitants, two 
languages,2/ two religions,28 and two sets of institutions and it was very 
difficult to select a space where justice would be fully rendered to all inter- 
ests. It was very difficult to find common ground for the permanent location of 
the Government in either section of the Province, where the influence of that 
portion of the population would not be felt injuriously to the interests of the 
other. (Hear, hear.) In his opinion, for example, to select Quebec as the 
permanent Seat of Government would be a gross injustice to the people of 
U. Canada, whose feelings, whose principles, whose institutions would never 
receive here that justice, that consideration, that fair play, which would be 
accorded them in their own portion of the country. (Hear, hear.) And a similar 
feeling would be entertained, he did not doubt, by the people of this part of 
the country, if the Seat of Government were permanently fixed in Toronto. Some- 
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thing, therefore, might be said in favour of the moveable system, although he 
admitted it would be preferable could some one neutral ground be found where all 
parties might meet on equal terms, where they could all feel that so far as 
locality and public feeling were concerned, no injustice would be done to the 
One party or to the other. But fortunately that question did not now arise.2? 
The attempt to make a permament (sic) location could never be agreed to [by] the 
House, [and] it was an attempt to break a solemn bargain now when Lower Canada 
had received her share of the benefit of it and four years had been spent 
here.29 To change the present system at the very moment the departments were 
about to remove to Toronto--to break the solemn bargain which was made a few 
years ago with the people of Upper Canada, was a proposition to which he hoped 
the House would not listen for a moment. Since the Union the Seat of Government 
had been, first, two years in Upper Canada, then six years in Lower Canada, then 
two years in Upper Canada, and now four years again in Lower Canada, that quSie wants 
has been four years in Upper Canada, and ten in Lower since the Union--and to 
propose at such a moment that it should be permanently fixed in Lower Canada, 
would be the grossest injustice to the other section of the Province. Let Upper 
Canada receive her portion of the bargain, and then it would be time enough to 
talk about changing the system. The bargain on the fulfilment of which he now 
insisted, had not only been recognized by resolutions of the House, but rested 
on the basis of a solemn Act of Parliament.2! It was provided by the statute 16 
Victoria cap. 61, that public buildings should be erected in Upper Canada for 
the use of the Parliament, and that had never been done, and in that very 
Statute an existing arrangement was recognized. There may be a great deal to be 
said on both sides as to permanent and moveable government? - A moveable Seat 
of Government was not after all such a novelty as some hon. members would have 
them suppose that system having existed in Belgium, and being at this moment in 
operation in several of the United States. It might also be recommended from a 
consideration of the present circumstances of the Province. We might be consid- 
ered almost as in a transition state, scarcely knowing to what constitution we 
were tending?3 in consequence of the Bill now before the House (the Legislative 
Council Bill) which would so much change the constitution of the Country.34 
Emigration, too, was pouring in so fast that we could hardly tell how the 
relative importance of the various sections of the Province might be changed in 
a few years. He thought therefore they might very well let the matter rest in 
abeyance for the present. As to the position in which the question now came 
before the House, he was perfectly willing to adopt Mr. Hartman's amendment, 
which only made his own motion more distinct.29 He well understood the arrange- 
ment between his honorable friend the member for Glengary, the honorable member 
for Montreal, and the honorable Attorney General East. They would go to Bytown, 
and then they would help one onother (sic) to go to Montreal where they would 
remain.2® The Attorney General's amendment was simply the original motion in 
another shape, and he desired to call the attention .of Hon. members to this, 
that carrying that amendment was simply equivalent to carrying a vote in favour 
of the city of Montreal. (Hear, hear.) The hon. gentleman might talk about the 
City of Ottawa, but no one believed that he was serious. If the principle of a 
permanent seat was to-night adopted and the selection of a place proceeded with, 
everyone knew now as certainly as he would after the division list was called, 
that most votes would unite on Montreal. He hoped the Quebecers had not been 
led by their Montreal friends to imagine that they had the ghost of a chance, in 
the event of a permanent seat being selected to-night. (Hear, hear.) It was 
perfectly obvious that all Upper Canada would vote against Quebec, as a perma- 
nent Seat; failing the selection of Quebec, it was equally obvious that every 
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Lower Canadian member would vote for Montreal,--and as the Ottawa and Cornwall 
interests would be thrown for Montreal, when their own fanciful hopes were 
dispelled,--it was quite apparent that Montreal would carry the day by a consid- 
erable majority. The clear interest of the representatives of Quebec was to 
adhere to the existing arrangement, and stick to Toronto, as Toronto had stuck 
to Quebec. (Hear, hear.) He did not look upon this question as one that should 
be determined by mere selfish or local considerations. He desired to look upon 
it from a higher point of view, feeling that our legislation, our administrative 
system, and the public policy of the country were all much influenced by the 
locality of the seat of Government. No set of public men, however firm and 
upright, would fail to be influenced by the feelings, and the sentiments of the 
population around them. It was not a subject, therefore to be hastily disposed 
of, and he hoped that the House would leave the settlement of the question in 
abeyance at all events until justice had been done to Upper Canada, when they 
would be in a better position to discuss it. (Hear, hear.)3/ 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND dit que l'hon. membre pour Lambton se trompe, parce 
qu'il est en faveur de la cité d'Ottawa (Bytown) pour étre le siége permanent.28 


MR. POWELL would not follow the example of previous speakers, but would 
confine himself to the question whether the system of alternate seats of Govern- 
ment were more for the interest of the Province than a permanent seat of Govern- 
ment. He would not draw invidious distinctions with respect to localities, as 
the honorable member for Lambton had done, in having commenced his attack upon 
the Government by objecting to Lower Canada, on account, as he alleged, of 
peculiar influences which were brought to bear on legislation. He had thought 
that the atmosphere by which he was surrounded had little effect on the honor- 
able member for Lambton. He had supposed that he would have been as firm a 
champion of Protestantism in the Roman Catholic City of Quebec, as he pretended 
to be elsewhere. But the honorable member said, that if the arrangement to 
remove to Toronto was violated, a gross injustice would be done to Upper Canada. 
And this was said, too, by that honorable member, who had manifested so much 
respect for endowments, so much respect for vested rights, so much respect for 
everything which other men held sacred. The honorable member for Lambton now 
spoke of “sacred obligations.” A "sacred obligation!” entered into when 
Montreal was under the influence of a mob, the Parliament Buildings were burned 
during a riot, and fear had taken possession of legislators.2? 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH, No! WNo!40 


[MR. POWELL continued: ] He excepted the conservative portion, (laughter.) 
The honorable member for Lincoln had spoken in praise of constables and the 
police systems now existing, and that, too quite oblivious of the circumstances 
that when the Parliament was attacked, he found it necessary to say to the mob 
that impeded his escape--"May I go?" When that honorable member was using such 
arguments as he had advanced against the militia bill, it struck him, as he 
recollected the Montreal affair, they were rather hollow. But even in '49 when 
legislators had temporarily taken leave of their senses; the division was 35 to 
25 (sic). And what did Lord Elgin, who was so looked up to and respected as an 
oracle of wisdom? He said the charge was a serious one and he hoped they had 
been coerced by undue influences. Had legislation on the matter of ... a seat 
of Government been the[n] delayed only for a month legislators would not have 
been led into the fatal error which had only been productive of inconvenience 
and expense. The honorable member for Lambton had said that Montreal was to be 
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fixed on as the seat of Government. He (Mr. Powell,) cared not whether it was 
fixed at Gaspe, Sandwich, Toronto, Quebec, or Montreal provided the present 
wandering nomadic system was got rid of. The honorable member for Lambton had 
appealed to the member for Cornwall by allusion to the most westerly part of 
Lower Canada only being eligible, and tried to catch the members (sic) of Quebec 
in his Toronto net and the alternate system, by saying that Quebec had no chance 
of being permanently the seat of Government. 

He would only ask that honorable member if he were now prepared to vote for 
an appropriation for the erection of Parliament buildings in Quebec for the 
accom[m]odation of the legislature four years hence? The reason why the alter- 
hate system was determined upon was there were Parliament buildings both in 
Toronto and Quebec. But what was now the case? There was not adequate 
accom[mJodation of the legislature in either city. Now ont (sic) only £60000, 
the amount already expended in Parliamentary buildings, would be necessary for 
the removal to Toronto, but £170,000 would require to be expended in Toronto 
and £170,000 at Quebec, in addition to which £25,000 a year would be spent in 
the attempt to make Upper Canada acquainted with Lower Canada and vice versa. 
In making acquaintances in Lower Canada he had possibly been as successful as 
the hon. member for Lambton, particularly with one description of the inhab- 
itants, and yet he could not do otherwise than4! look at his acquaintanceship's 
argument as absurd in so far as it regarded a permanent or changeable seat of 
Government.42 What would be said of an English statesman who should propose a 
wandering, vagabondizing parliament, and would use as an argument, that it was 
necessary to go to Ireland one year, to Scotland another year and come again 
back to England, so that English, Irish and Scotch members of Parliament might 
be personally acquainted in each of the United Kingdoms. He was surprised to 
find the member for Lambton rowing in the same boat with the hon. member for 
Renfrew.--The member for Lambton solemnly spoke of a solemn compact having been 
entered into by the government to carry out the alternate System. And he speaks 
of such a compact in the face of his own disregard for the compact implied by 
the Union Act which provided for an equal representation by population. 
Although as regarded compacts under the System of responsible government, they 
were not particularly binding, one of the phases of responsible government being 
that a government or opposition could do anything imaginable. He was heartily 
glad that the government had come to the determination of having a permanent 
seat of government, and he would Support them in fixing a place, whether it 
Should be Bytown, Montreal, Quebec, or any other place, while at the same time 
recording his unalterable opinion, that Bytown possessed peculiar advantages in 
having both a French and English population, and by being the united link 
between Upper and Lower Canada, a magnificent bridge at that city connecting the 
two sections of the province. 


MR CHABOL, ) an French, 44 [said] he thought the time called for the fixation 
of the seat of Government. We knew not what might be the result of the present 
war. Before four years the very system of Government might be changed.45 rr 
admet qu'il y a des désavantages dans le systéme actuel, mais il soutient en 
méme tems qu'il n'y a pas d'autre systéme possible; et la chambre a prouvé, en 
ESolidet "P8533" que tle systéme d'ambulance était le meilleur, en consentant a le 
mettre en pratique. Puisque le procureur-général le trouve si absurde et si 
ridicule, il ne comprend pas comment il se fait qu'il reste au ministére avec 
des collégues qui pensent tout le contraire, et surtout qu'il propose de le 
continuer encore pendant quatre ans; pourquoi ne pas y mettre un terme immédia- 
tement? Pourquoi ne pas le laisser 4 Québec puisqu'il y est, au lieu d'aller a 
Toronto pendant quatre ans, et d'en repartir encore au bout de ce tems? 
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D'ailleurs, cette question est une des prérogatives de la cowronne, et la 
chambre n'a pas le droit de décider par une résolution ot le gouverneur devra 
convoquer le parlement; on doit é6tre au ministére d'aviser Son Excellence sur 
L'endroit ot il faut convoquer le parlement.46 The change had been made in 1849 
by an address to the Governor, and he thought the correct mode of procedure. He 
thought the hon. Attorney General should have adopted ... that course.4/ The 
Attorney-General was jealous of the action, 48 {OR] of the archives, and yet he 
would gladly remove the archives to Toronto in the fall of 1855. He thought 
that wherever the seat of Government were fixed, it ought so to be fixed under 
the responsibility of the Governor General.49 Si l'on fixe le siége du gouver- 
nement dans le Bas-Canada, il y aura de l'agitation dans le Haut, et si on le 
fixe dans le Haut, il y.en aura’ dans le. Bas; ainsi dane Lintérétidu peuple et 
malgré tous les inconvénients qu'il entrafine, il faut maintenir le systéme 
actuel pour prévenir toute agitation a ce sujet. Si l'on veut faire fonctionner 
L'Union, Dy faut faive' des concessions ide part (o6.d autres (sans (celavil ny, 
aura pas moyen de s'‘entendre. En conséquence il votera contre l'amendement de 
M. Drummond2%, He would vote against all the motions, and that Parliament 
should remain where it was until the close of the war. Should the war become 
general, and unfortunately extend to this country, he thought the Government 
ought not to be removed. 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry.)--His hon. friend who had just sat down, was 
not in favour of a perambulating seat of Government.--If this was an open 
question, how could the Governor General determine it. If this House had passed 
a measure taking the seat of government away from Quebec before the expiration 
of four years--he would ask the hon. gentleman who was a member of the Legisla- 
tive Council last session--How would that body entertain it, would they adopt 
i{t]--certainly not. The Parliament he knew would be safe anywhere, but why not 
at once adopt a permanent place and avoid the inconvenience and expense of 
perambulating parliaments--if hon. gentleman (sic) were sincere in their sayings 
that a permanent location was the best and least expensive. Let us have proper 
public buildings, which we can look to with pride and which will be worthy of 
Canada for our parliament, which our country--and ourselves--our employele]s and 
their families will find convenient and unexpensive2. [He] said he would vote 
for any place, Toronto, or anywhere else, as a permanent seat of Government, 
rather than continue the present system, which made them the laughing stock of 
the whole world. He warned hon. members connected with Quebec, not to vote for 
the perambulating system, in the hope that once Parliament was in Toronto it 
would ever come back again to Quebec?3, for when the Parliament would once be 
removed to Toronto, the cry would be raised against the expenditure of £40,000 
or £50,000 to erect a building in Quebec.>4 He saw that his hon. friend from 
Lambton (Mr. Brown) was displaying a very great deal of interest in this ques- 
tion. He seemed to be perpetually moving from one corner of the House to the 
other. He was in fact full of the perambulating system. (Laughter.) It was 
not often that they heard his hon. friend from Lambton quote the example of 
Belgium, or Italy, or the United States. (Hear, hear.) But when it suited his 
purpose, he was very glad to-night to talk about Belgium and the United States, 
the very last countries whose systems they would have expected him to copy. 
(Hear, hear.) But his hon. friend said the alternate system must commend itself 
to all the well wishers of their country. Yes! until he got the Parliament to 
Toronto, and then he would sing a different song, and ask whether the people of 
Upper Canada, paying two thirds of the revenue, would consent that Parliament 
should go back to Quebec where there was no healthy public opinion, and where 
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they were domineered over by the French (Hear, hear.)29 How is Sit sthats swesdid 
not find out before an accident drove us from Montreal, that the system of 
alternate parliaments was not so very good as it is now represented. Oh no, but 
when we went to Toronto it was all at once that the discovery was made. The 
Legislative Council Bill would be passed before the expiration of the period of 
the holding the Parliament at Toronto, and then hon. members would-© find that 
it would not be expedient. ?/ Excuses would readily be found for keeping it in 
Toronto, once it was there, and besides there would be another general election, 
and a new House which would not consider itself at all bound by any understand- 
ing come to by this House.°8 He was ready to go anywhere the majority of the 
House decided, but let it be permanent. 2 


MR. HINCKS had understood that the question was to be discussed with calm- 
ness, but the tone of honorable members, he thought, [was] ill calculated to 
promote calmness in debate. The course pursued by the Hon. Attorney General was 
not calculated to promote that good feeling so much to be desired. When that 
gentleman undertook to censure every man who thought differently from him, he 
could not hope that others would avoid retort.©9 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND denied that he censured any one. Ol 


MR. HINCKS.--The strong language used towards the scheme itself justified 
the remarks of the promoter of that scheme. Had he (Mr. Hincks) been at 
Montreal when the determination to adopt the alternate system was adopted, he 
would have recorded his vote against it. But he was fully prepared to affirm 
that the system had proved advantageous to the country.©2 The good which the 
Attorney General admitted had resulted from it, would, he believed, continue to 
be experienced, while the expense and inconvenience involved had been very much 
exaggerated.©3 Owing to the remarks of the member for Glengarry, he would refer 
to the history of the movement. The first determination on the subject was come 
to in Montreal after the burning of the Parliament House. The second took place 
in 1851, when Mr. Boulton of Toronto, and Mr. Boulton of Norfolk, declaring 
(sic) that the Government should remain in Toronto for four years, or that the 
seat of Government be permanently fixed. There had not been the slightest 
disposition on the part of the people of Toronto, but they feel aggravated by 
the decision arrived at before leaving Montreal, that the city first having the 
government should have it only for two years. That agreement had been but 
imperfectly understood.°4 The Attorney Gen. had always been opposed to the 
alternate system of Government; but he thought his zeal for the Ottawa was of 
more recent date, and originated in a festive occasion, at which the hon. member 
for Carleton presided. He had some difficulty about voting for the motion of 
the hon. member for Lambton, but he believed he must do so as the best of the 
propositions before the House. He held that the alternate system had the assent 
of the Government and of the House generally in 185l, so that a sum of money was 
actually granted to go on with the buildings in Toronto, and this with the 
sanction of the Attorney General (East ).© That appropriation had been found to 
be two (sic) small, and hence nothing was done. The absence of these public 
buildings tended to keep up the excitement, and he did think that the matter 
should be fully decided, and the requisite improvements immediately entered 
upon. Of course a question of this kind was decided much upon local considera- 
tion.66 He hoped those interested in Quebec would not be induced on this 
occasion to separate themselves from gentlemen representing the western inter- 
est.’ The member for Glengary had perhaps no pecuniary interest in Montreal, 
but all members had local feelings; and he supposed that if a permanent seat of 
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Government were determined on, his duty to his constituents would make him vote 
for Bytown. As to the threats of the displeasure of his constituents, however, 
he cared nothing for them. They knew what his sentiments were before they 
elected him and if they did not approve of those sentiments they ought not to 
have elected him. He declared that he had no belief that any large number of 
the members thought of making Bytown the seat of Government, and that the 
pretended favour to Quebec shown by the people of Montreal was a mere trap for 
if the permanent system were once determined on, Montreal must be the place. It 
was said that there was no alternate system of Parliaments in Dublin and London; 
but if that were so, it was not because the Irish did not desire to have the 
Parliament sometimes there, but because they were outvoted in Parliament.°8 The 
hon. gentleman proceeded to expose the scheme of hon. gentlemen to secure their 
mutual object.©9 


MR. LORANGER est en faveur de la permanence du siége du gouvernement. iu: 
voudrait le voir fixer dans un endroit qui conviendrait a tout le monde, mais 
cette question intéresse particuliérement le Bas-Canada, qui a le pouvoir de le 
fixer dans son sein, et il déclare franchement qu'il voudrait voir le siége du 
gouvernement établi pour toujours dans le Bas-Canada. On a parlé de la guerre 
d'Orient a propos de cette question, mais il pense que le systéme actuel fera 
durer la guerre du siége du gouvernement plus longtemps que la guerre d'Orient 
s'ilvest maintenu,® cars lespintéréts locaux seront »toujourseen jeu, tet sce; sont 
les plus difficiles a contenter. 

La question de la guerre d'Orient n'a rien a faire avec celle du siége du 
gouvernement, car il ne craint pas que les Russes viennent attaquer le parlement 
canadien, qu'il soit a Toronto ou a Québec. I1 ne voit aucune raison plausible 
pour conserver le systéme absurde d'ambulance, qui n'a été intronisé que sous 
l'influence d'une terreur panique dont on a honte aujourd'hui. On parle de 
parole engagée--mais quel est le membre qui a engagé sa parole aux Haut- 
Canadiens? S'il y a eu engagement, ce n'est que privément, par deux membres qui 
ne font plus partie de cette Chambre depuis longtemps, et le parlement ne peut 
se considérer comme 1ié par des conventions faites entre deux individus. D'ail- 
leurs, l'intérét public ne doit-il pas prendre le pas sur les engagements que 
des membres pourraient avoir faits,--et si le Parlement méme était engagé, il 
serait justifiable de ne pas donner suite a cet engagement si l'intérét public 
l'exigeait. L'opinion du peuple du district de Montréal se manifestera certai- 
nement contre les membres du district de Québec, s'ils persistent a maintenir le 
systéme actuel. 

A la fin de la premiére partie de la session, les membres du district de 
Montréal ont offert de s'engager a voter pour maintenir le siége du gouvernement 
a Québec, et qu’ont répondu les membres du district de Québec? Ils nous ont 
répondu que c'était un piége,--qu'on voulait les faire voter pour la permanence, 
et que, ensuite on transporterait le gouvernement a Montréal. Et malgré que les 
membres du district de Montréal offrissent de s'engager positivement a voter 
pour faire fixer le siége du gouvernement a Québec, on a refusé de voter pour la 
permanence. On a donné le véritable motif de ce refus dans une réunion privée-- 
un membre de la cité de Québec (le Dr. Blanchet) a dit qu'ils s'y opposaient 
parce que voter pour Québec c'était voter pour ... gouvernement a Montréal aprés 
quelque tems./9 


Plusieurs Voix.--G'est vrai! c'est vrai!/1 


MR. LORANGER.--Ainsi on votait en haine de Montréal et non pas parce qu'on 
croyait que le systéme ambulant était favorable a Québec! Et c'est 1a la seule 
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raison, parce que la grande majorité des membres du district de Québec sont en 
faveur de la permanence,--et pourtant ils voteront pour continuer le systéme 
actuel parce qu'ils craignent de voir le gouvernement établi a Montréal. Quelle 
grandeur de vues? 

On dit que fixer le siége du gouvernement 4 Québec, c'est le fixer 4 
Montreal; eh bhen oide(Ms ,) soutient que l'envoyer a Toronto pour quatre ans, 
c'est le fixer 14 pour toujours, car, c'est la qu'on décidera qu'il doit @étre 
permanent et naturellement la ville ot cette décision sera prise en aura le 
bénéfice, car on en viendra pas a cette décision pour se mettre immédiatement a 
voyager. Quand le gouvernement sera embarqué sur le bateau qui devra le trans- 
porter a Toronto, le peuple de Québec et du Bas-Canada pourra lui dire adieu, 
car il ne le verra plus. 

On a parlé du rappel de l'Union a propos de cette question, eh bien! voici 
ce qu'il a 4 en dire. Si on vote pour l'ambulance, il faudra faire des bdtisses 
a Toronto qui coiiteront des sommes énormes; il n'y aura pas assez de £100,000, 
et l'hon. membre qui est 4 sa gauche (M. Hincks) lui dit méme qu'il faudra au 
moins £170,000. Eh bien! le Bas-Canada paiera la moitié de cette somme au 
profit du Haut-Canada, et si l'Union était rappelée, il faudrait tout cela. 
Mais en supposant méme que l'Union ne soit pas rappelée, qu'arrivera-t-il? Dans 
quatre ans, l'opinion publique, déja fatiguée du Systéme actuel, et la grande 
majorité de la Chambre seront en faveur de la permanence, et le siége du gouver- 
nement restera a Toronto et c'est le Haut-Canada qui en profitera. Voila ce que 
préparent les membres du district de Québec. Malgré qu'il soit bien disposé a 
fraterniser en tout avec le Haut-Canada, il cherche d'abord l'intérét du Bas- 
Canada, et il votera en faveur du Bas-Canada. 

Entre autres inconvénients du Systéme ambulant, il dit que s'il arrivait un 
accident au navire qui porterait les archives provinciales, on les perdrait 
d'une maniére irrémédiable, pour satisfaire les petites animosités des membres 
du district de Québec contre Montréal.--On a dit déja que Québec était la patrie 
des membres de ce district, mais ils seront trafitres a leur patrie--dans le sens 
limité du mot,--mais ils travailleront contre leur patrie en votant en faveur du 
systéme ambulant. (Ecoutez! écoutez!) Son premier vote sera en faveur de 
Québec, et il espére que c'est celui qui l'emportera, parce Gusti Vcrort "que te 
siége du gouvernement doit étre fixé a Québec. Tous les membres du district de 
Montréal voteront aussi en faveur de Québec. (Ecoutez! ecoutez!) On a cru 
durant la premiére partie de la session, que les membres du district de Montréal 
n'auraient pas assez de patriotisme pour voter en faveur de Québec; on ne 
comprenais pas qu'ils pussent sacrifier un intérét de localité en faveur de 
L'intérét général du pays,--mais il peut assurer les membres du district de 
Québec qu'on ne tient pas beaucoup, a Montréal, au siége du gouvernement, parce 
que cela a fait plus de mal que de bien quand il y était, et Montréal n'en a pas 
du tout besoin.--Dans l'intérét du Bas-Canada, dans l’intérét surtout de la 
langue francaise et des intéréts des canadiens-francais, il désire que le siége 
du gouvernement reste a Québec--car c'est. la seule ville qui soit restée pure- 
ment francaise.--Il propose donc en amendement, ... que le siége du gouvernement 
soit fixé d'une maniére permanente 4 Québec. /2 


[It was] seconded by MR. PAPIN.?3 


MR. BROWN and MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB called the attention of the Speaker 
to the point of order whether another amendment could be moved till the others 
were disposed of./4 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER decided that the question was now on Mr. Hartman's 
amendment, and that neither Mr. Loranger's nor Mr. Drummond's could be joke jeg hal 
that had been disposed of./9 
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MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND and MR. LORANGER retirent leurs amendements pour les 
proposer lorsqu'il aura été disposé de ceux qui sont devant le fauteuil./6 


MR. COM. PUB. WORKS LEMIEUX s'oppose a l'amendement de M. Hartman, parce que 
si la chambre décidait a quel endroit le siége du gouvernement doit se tenir, ce 
serait une infraction des priviléges de la Couronne. I1 est en faveur du 
systéme actuel.// 


MR. MARCHILDON trouve étonnant que le procureur-général se déclare en faveur 
de la permanence du siége du gouvernement, qu'il trouve le systéme actuel ridi- 
cule, absurde et ruineux, et que pourtant il ne veuille pas fixer le siége du 
gouvernement dés a4 présent. Cela lui fait croire que le procureur-général veut 
que le siége du gouvernement reste permanemment a Toronto, mais que pour lui il 
votera en faveur de Québec pour beaucoup de raisons. /8 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON dit que son opinion n'est pas changée depuis la 
premiére partie de la session, et il y a quelque chose sous les offres et les 
promesses des membres du district de Montréal. Ils voudraient faire croire 
qu'ils portent beaucoup plus d'intérét au district de Québec que les membres du 
district de Québec eux-mémes--mais il ne se laissera pas prendre a cela. I1 
pense que la question du siége du gouvernement n'est qu'une question de loca- 
lité, et il pense que les membres du district de Montréal désirent autant 
l'avoir chez eux, que ceux du district de Québec désirent le garder. I1 ne dira 
pas: qu’il.m‘ajoute. pas foi sa, a isincérité des: représentans du district de 
Montréal, mais comme ils ne peuvent répondre pour leurs successeurs, il préfére 
conserver le systéme actuel dans l'intérét de Québec. I1 n'a pas plus confiance 
dans les membres du Haut-Canada, mais il sait que l'intérét de Toronto est le 
méme que celui de Québec, et cela est suffisant pour l'assurer que Toronto 
tiendra a conserver le systéme actuel.--On veut faire croire aux membres que si 
le gouvernement va encore une fois a Toronto il n'en reviendra pas, mais il 
(M.. Ga)irest, certainequiil, rewtendra.a Québec; parces queme ect Ati nréré ta de 
Toronto autant que celui de Québec. I1 répéte qu'il ne peut croire aux promes- 
ses qu'on fait aujourd'hui, parce que les membres du district de Montréal ne 
peuvent répondre de leurs successeurs, et que ceux-la voudront avoir le siége du 
gouvernement a Montréal. Malgré tout ce qu'on peut dire contre le systéme 
ambulant,.. on ne Dui fera ipase changer, d'opinion, Sets.id votera pour) son 
maintien./? 


MR. TURCOTTE dit qu'il savait déja que l'hon. Commissaire des Terres 
(M. Cauchon) ne craint pas l'opinion publique, parce qu'il représente un comté 
ot l'on doute qu'il y ait une opinion publique. L'hon. membre n'a confiance en 
personne qu'en lui-méme; puisqu'il vient de nous déclarer qu'il ne se fie ni aux 
membres du district de Montréal ni aux membres du Haut-Canada. I1 trouve éton- 
nant qu'un homme d'Etat, qu'un conseiller de la couronne rapetisse une question 
aussi importante jusqu'a dire que ce n'est qu'une question de localité, quand le 
sort de la langue francaise dépend de cette question! Car si le siége du 
gouvernement se rend a Toronto et qu'il y soit fixé, que deviendra notre langue 
en chambre? cela nous mettra dans une position d'infériorité marquée.--L'hon. 
membre dit qu'il n'a pas confiance dans les membres du district de Montréal 
parce qu'il les soupconne de désirer posséder le siége du gouvernement. Quel 
crime ce serait en effet! Est-ce parce que l'hon. membre a eu peur en 1849, 
qu'il ne veut plus entendre parler de Montréa1?780 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--L'hon. membre sait que je ne suis pas aussi 
peureux que lui: qu'il se rappelle l'élection de Champlain.8! 
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MR. TURCOTTE ne rappellera pas le Saut-a-la-Puce, quoiqu'il puisse se rap- 
peler Champlain sans honte.--Mais quand il y aura des batisses 4 Québec pour le 
gouvernement, quand il y sera installé, on craint de le voir aller 4 Montréal 
plus tard, et c'est pour cela qu'on refuse de le fixer a Québec? Quelle 
logique! quelle force de raisonnement! Les membres du district de Québec disent 
que quand méme ils seraient certains de faire fixer le siége du gouvernement 4a 
Québec, (ils nous disent méme qu'ils en sont certains,) ils ne voudraient pas 
voter pour cela, tant ils ont peur de Montréal (Ecoutez! écoutez!) Eh bien! 
qu'ils votent pour Québec, qu'ils éprouvent la sincérité des représentans du 
district de Montréal, et si la motion est perdue, ils pourront ensuite voter 
pour Toronto et Québec alternativement s‘'ils le veulent. (Ecoutez! écoutez!) 
On parle d'engagemens,--mais envers qui le gouvernement s'est-il engagé? Et 
quand méme il y en aurait eu, a présent que Toronto a eu le gouvernement pendant 
un parlement, l'engagement est rempli, nous sommes libérés. Est-ce que le 
Ssystéme actuel doit durer éternellement? S'il manquait une minute 4a l'engage- 
ment, est-ce que l'honneur du gouvernement serait perdu?--On a aussi parlé de 
patriotisme; mais est-ce du patriotisme de présenter une mesure pour abolir le 
conseil législatif, quand on est rendu sur les banquettes ministérielles, aprés 
avoir toujours combattu une telle mesure quand on était sur les bancs de l'oppo- 
sition? Est-ce encore du patriotisme d'étre aujourd'hui contre le chemin de fer 
du nord quand on a toujours travaillé pour le faire établir? (Ecoutez! 
Ecoutez!) Les membres du district de Québec avouent que le systéme permanent 
est bon; les membres du district de Montréal leur offrent de fixer le siége du 
gouvernement a Québec, et cependant ils le refusent. Est-ce 1a du patriotisme? 

Mais il (M. 1.) croit qu'il y a quelque chose la-dessous, car cela n'est pas 
naturel;--c'est qu'on n'est pas libre dans l'adminis[tra]tion, on craint de 
déplaire au maitre.82 


MR. CHAUVEAU.--Ecoutez! f&coutez!83 


MR. TURCOTTE ne dit pas cela pour l'hon. membre, parce qu'il sait qu'il n'a 
rien a faire avec le maitre.--L'hon. membre pour Québec (M. Chabot) dit qu'il ne 
veut pas aller a Toronto, mais qu'il veut laisser fonctionner le systéme. Et en 
le laissant fonctionner, ot irons-nous? A Toronto. Et si l'on vient a avoir 
une guerre, le gouvernement sera obligé de fuir de Toronto, et cela n'aura pas 
l'effet de rassurer le peuple.--Il termine en invitant les membres du district 
de Québec a dire pourquoi ils voteraient contre Québec, lorsque les membres du 
district de Montréal leur offrent de voter en sa faveur. 


The honorable gentleman was cheered during his speech by some person in the 
gallery, and MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON complained to the Speaker.8° 


MR. TURCOTTE, 'Tis an Irish cheer, not a Canadian.86 


ME; COM. CRS LANDS CAUCHON +... [donne] une explication ... a propos des 
accusations portées contre lui par M. Turcotte®/, 


MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS had made up his mind how to vote. The hon. member 
said he would raise the District of Quebec.88 


MR. TURCOTTE said he uttered nothing of the kind.89 


MR. SOL. GEN. D. ROSS so understood the honorable gentleman. hte swasea 
blunder to have left such a question as this to the Legislative Assembly. Many 
members thought they must not vote against a particular locality. Members all 
sang the same song about Montreal, Quebec, &c. 90 [OR] about Anticosti, Quebec, 
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&c. They might have said in two or three words that they would sanction the 
seat of Government being at Quebec. Honorable members should be sincere. The 
motions were all in favor of Montreal. He had the greatest respect for the 


people of Montreal; but had no desire to go back to a city where the mob ruled. 
He thought that faith should be kept with the people of Toronto.?! 


(754) 
On motton of the Honorable Mr. Cameron, seconded by the Honorable Str 
Allan N. MacNab, 
Ordered, That the Debate be further adjourned until To-morrow. 


Then, on motion of the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, seconded by the Honor- 
able Mr. Cameron, 
The House adjourned. 92 


APPENDIX: 22 MARCH 1855. 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: IMPROVEMENTS BEING MADE ON OTTAWA RIVER. ] 
MR. EGAN [asked a question.]23 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON said he could not tell at present whether the 
Ministry would construct a canal from the River Ottawa to Lake Chaudiere; also 
that until the supplies were granted, he could not tell if there would be any 
grant for opening roads on the Ottawa; also that the promises made to settlers 
on the Ottawa to place to their credit the duties on timber cut on their lands 
would be fulfilled and the cases were being investigated.?4 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR ENLISTMENT BOUNTY. ] 


MR. HINCKS moved that an humble address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor General praying that he will be pleased to take into consideration the 
expediency of promising a grant of land not exceeding 100 acres to each individ- 
ual who may enlist in this Province for service in the British army during the 
next twelve months. He said the proposition he desired to bring before the 
House was sufficiently explained in the motion itself. He had been induced to 
move in it by reading the debate which had taken place in the House of Commons 
respecting the willingness of certain parties in this Province to volunteer for 
service in the Crimea, and applications made for leave, one coming from an hon. 
member of that House. The impression had been certainly created in England that 
there was a disposition on the part of parties to serve in the war against 


Russia, and he was satisfied there were many willing to go out as officers”. 


MR. HOLTON.--Officers! Aye, there is the rub. How many in other capacities 
would join the army! 26 


[MR. HINCKS continued:] How many could be found to serve in other capac- 
ities he did not know, but there were no doubt in this as in all other coun- 
tries, numbers of men, with a penchant for military life. He thought, under the 
circumstances, considering the cause in which Britain was embarked, that it was 
as little as this country, possessed of so much unoccupied land, could do, to 
assist the Mother Country to the extent proposed. He was a believer in the 
propriety of giving the land on easy terms to the people?/. The member for 
Haldimand (Mr. Mackenzie) went the length of saying that every one who desired 
to settle in the country, should be entitled to a lot of land.28 The honorable 
gentlemen of the regular Opposition, say they believe that land only ought to be 
granted to such as actually settle upon it. To some extent he agreed with these 
honorable gentlemen, but soldiers were an exception, and there were exceptions 
to every general rule?9, Gentlemen holding those views would surely go along 
with him in saying that the inducement might at all events be held out to those 
who embraced the British military service, for whatever term they might be 
enlisted.!00 They who having wasted their energies in early life, were less 
able to make their way through the world than those whose best days had been 
expended in commercial, agricultural or mechanical pursuits, and should be in a 
position to. be entitled to a grant of Land on leaving the army.lOl In many 
parts of the country just now the government gave lots to any who would go and 
take them, and it was therefore a very small boon indeed that he now asked for 
individuals willing to enter the army in the present struggle. He would only 
add that since he had given notice of his motion, he had had no opportunity of 
knowing how far it would meet the support of the House or the views of the 
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government, and he did not know whether Ministers were prepared to favor the 
proposition or not.102 There was Cale) some doubts whether the grants should be 
of 100 or 50 acres, but if the House thought the latter quantity better, he had 
no objection to make the change.!03 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Before the motion was put into the hands of the 
Speaker, would request the honorable member for Renfrew to withdraw it. He 
hoped the honorable member would do so. This House and Country deeply sympa- 
thized with the mother country in her struggle, 194 and [he] was prepared for his 
part to support any proposition to give any reasonable assistance in the present 
war, but 195 he doubted the propriety of offering a bounty to our young men as an 
inducement to leave the country, 106 (Hear, hear.) 107 He, at any rate, trusted 
that the Hon. member before pressing his motion, would give him an opportunity 
of consulting with his colleagues. For his own part, he was not prepared to say 
that it was expedient to give a bounty to persons on condition of their leaving 
the country.198 


MR. MERRITT wished to know whether Government had it in their power to do 
thas: Were not the unoccupied lands of the Province already appropriated by 
statute to the education of the youth of the country?199 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER read the motion.!10 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB believed that the Act of Parliament making that 
appropriation must be repealed or amended before the lands could be given for 
such a purpose. He believed the time had not yet arrived for such a step. The 
time might come when Canada would be called on to make sacrifices, and put forth 
all its power to assist the mother country in her glorious struggle.!l! The 
mother country did not at this moment expect any such assistance at our hands, 
but if ever the necessity should arise he was sure that the people of this 
country would not be backward in rendering it.tl12 He considered the motion 
premature, and if the honorable gentleman would not withdraw if (sic), he hoped 
the House would not consent to it.!13 


MR. S. SMITH did not think it at all” advisable tom hold out sprenininiseto 
induce the very best of our people to leave the Province, to serve in the army, 
while there was so considerable a demand for skilled and unskilled labour.!!4 
They should rather offer premiums for men to come and settle in the country./15 
If we had been asked to assist in the war, such a motion would have been, 
perhaps, proper enough, but our assistance had not been asked for.!16 This was 
the second step to get this country mixed up in wars, in which we might have 
some feeling but very little interest. The first step was the £20,000 vote, 
which he opposed at the time, although from prudential considerations it might 
perhaps have suited him better to have supported it.l17 While volunteering 
grants of land it might be expedient to go yet a step further, and signify our 
willingness to pay a fair share of the expenses of the war.!18 Now the hon. 
member for Renfrew went further and asked them to offer bounties for enlistment, 
and this on the back of the militia law, made it almost appear that the Province 
from a state of peace was getting into a state of war already.!19 Many, doubt- 
less, are beginning to feel anxious to go the next step further and bear a share 
in the expenses of the war. The hon. member for Renfrew had not exercised his 
usual discernment and judgement in mooting this matter. His whole heart and 
soul seemed to be in the war. He spoke vehemently, and seemed to wish himself 
off to Sebastopol to fight the Russians. He thought that in their sober, second 
thoughts the people of Canada would not support such a motion.!29 He did not 
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know how it might be in other parts of the country, but he knew that many of his 
constituents had not looked favourably on that vote of £20,000, thinking the 
proper course was for County Councils to subscribe.!21 


MR. WILSON said that the Province was deeply indebted to England in many 
ways, and if necessity required their sympathy and support on England's behalf 
should not be wanting. He for one would be prepared for their doing anything 
which this Province ought to do in token of gratitude to England, and he would 
be prepared to do anything which England herself might think it right we should 
do. He could not, however, support this motion. Better give a bounty in cash 
at once, and there would be an end to it instead of having a number of indefi- 
nite claims set up for land.122 


MR. GAMBLE said he had heard for the first time from the member for Northum- 
berland that the propriety of the £20,000 vote had ever been questioned during 
the recess. (Hear, hear.)!23 On the contrary the people everywhere, by their 
municipal and private subscriptions had ratified and added to that grant.124 


MR. CAMERON was afraid he must labour under the same charge of indiscretion 
as had been brought against the member for Renfrew, as he for one was strongly 
inclined that they should give some practical token of their sympathy with 
England in the present war. But in a matter of this sort they should proceed 
with the fullest deliberation.!25 In the first place there was the Act of 
Parliament appropriating the land standing in the way & before any corps should 
be raised he thought they should have some distinct information respecting the 
terms on which their services would be accepted.!26 If they were to raise men 
in this country for military service, they ought to constitute a corps exclu- 
sively Canadian. (Hear, hear.) It would be necessary also to know the condi- 
tions under which they were to serve, and particularly whether they would be 
officered by Canadian colonels, majors and captains, as well as lieutenants and 
subordinate officers.!27 He would be very glad if Canada could be of service to 
England.!28 If England desired to get a battalion or two officers from each 
section of this Province, she should intimate to us that desire, and the condi- 
tions under which she would receive their services. Without that, the House 
might be going too fast in adopting a motion such as that now submitted. In 
reference to the remarks of the member for Northumberland, he did not think 
there was any feeling against the £20,000 grant in any part of the country, 
except that represented by the hon. member. In Toronto, the reason of the 
smallness of the majority in favour of the Municipal grant was the feeling that 
the Legislature had acted properly in making a Provincial grant, and that that 
grant ought to be increased. Their real feelings of sympathy, however, to the 
mother country they had since amply evinced by their voluntary subscriptions to 
the» Patriotic Bund, which in Toronto amounted now to £2,500. (Hear, hear.) The 
feeling which had been manifested throughout the country in reference to the 
Provincial Grant, and in subscribing otherwise in aid of the widows and orphans 
of those who had fallen in the war shewed that in this matter the heart of the 
people of Canada was in the right place. (Hear, hear.) And he was satisfied 
that, if in this our time of increasing prosperity and material strength for 
which we are much indebted to England, we should be called in England's need to 
go to her assistance either with money or by voting land bounties to those who 
might enlist in her service, and go to the Crimea as a Canadian corps embodied 
and officered under suitable regulations--he was satisfied that in such circum- 
stances to such an appeal a satisfactory response would be made by this House 
and by the people of Canada. (Hear, hear.)129 
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MR. HOLTON was utterly opposed to any attempt to encourage men to leave the 
country and heartily concurred in the views which the hon. and gallant knight at 
the head of the Government had expressed on this point.!30 [He] was opposed to 
voting land bounties for this or for any other purpose. If circumstances should 
arise, in which they should feel called upon to encourage enlistment in the 
service of the Empire, it was infinitely better that they should give a money 
grant, than those land grants which had been productive of so much corruption 
and so much evil in this and in the neighbouring country. The member for 
Renfrew had alluded to the views of some honorable members as to the propriety 
of encouraging the settlement of the land by endowing every individual in the 
country with a homestead!31, [He] could well understand why his hon. friend, 
the member for Toronto, could feel in favor of a proposition of this kina!32, 
but that was a very different thing from the policy now recommended to the 
House, that of encouraging men to enlist by the promise of land, which would be 
immediately convertible in the market. The parties themselves would never think 
of settling the land but would hand it over to speculators, and we would have 
the old story over again of U.E. claims and militia scrip.!33 He was in favor 
of giving small portions of public lands to the landless, but only on the 
condition of settlement and improvement.!34 


MR. HINCKS was not disposed to press the motion. He had so informed the 
gallant Knight but a few minutes previously. But he had been desirous of 
eliciting the sentiments of the House.!35 The reason he had brought it forward 
was in consequence of discussions which had taken place in the House of Commons, 
and allusions that had been there made to propositions emanating from parties in 
this country, and particularly from an honorable member of this House 
(Mr. Rankin) in regard to raising a Provincial corps for service in the Crimea. 
It was not known by the English Government or by the English Parliament how far 
the individuals from whom those preparations had emanated, might be regarded as 
representing the public sentiment of this country. He had desired therefore, 
Since the matter had been noticed in the Provincial Parliament, to elicit in 
regard to it the views of members of this House. Notwithstanding that he was 
accused of shewing a lamentable want of discretion in avowing himself favourable 
to the proposition he had submitted to the House, he must say that nothing had 
fallen from honorable gentlemen in the course of the debate which convinced him 
that he had taken up a wrong position. The bugbear held out about U.E. claims 
and militia scrip was entirely beside the question, because the idea had never 
entered his head of issuing scrip of that sort.!36 It had been objected by the 
member for Northumberland, that the motion made no reference to settlement, 
duty, &c., but he would remind the gentlemen that it was no part of his duty to 
bring down the details of a scheme.!3’ That was a matter for future considera- 
tion by the Government and the House--an evil which might be prevented by 
legislation.!38 He had not gone into the details of the scheme at all, these 
being matters for after consideration. He could not understand the consistency 
of the honorable member for Montreal, who declared himself in favor of granting 
land to every landless man in the country, and yet objected to his proposition 
which was’ to do the same thing in certain cases, Jf at coutldsnot be done in 
al1.139 He was not prepared to say what amount of force there was in the 
argument of the hon. member for Toronto; but he was aware that at the present 
moment, notwithstanding the law, the Government was actually giving gratuitous 
grants of 140 59 acres, and he could not see therefore that there would be any 
difficulty in carrying otr Wires “proposition so far as eat went.l4l He 
(Mr. Hincks) was not aware that he had evinced any very warlike disposition. He 
had on a prior occasion spoken strongly upon the subject of Canadian sympathy in 
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the present war. He felt as strongly as he had spoken. He did not fear to say 
that he sympathized strongly with England in the present struggle. That he was 
justified in thus speaking had been amply proved by the response from the 
country. He believed that a more popular motion had never been made in all the 
Canadian Assembly. He would, with the consent of the House, withdraw the 
motion. 142 


After objections on the part of MR. AT. GEN. J.A. MACDONALD and MR. PAPIN 
subsequently the motion was withdrawn.!43 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD (Glengarry).--Objected to the withdrawal.!44 


MR. HINCKS expressed his astonishment that for the sake of a paltry triumph 
over him, the hon. member for Glengarry should exhibit such an extraordinary 
want of courtesy.!45 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB was astonished at the conduct of the Opposition. 
A greater want of courtesy he never saw exhibited in the House. The time for 
doing as the honorable member for Renfrew suggested, had not arrived, but it 
might arrive./46 If the honorable member persists in his objection to the 
motion being withdrawn, I shall get rid of the difficulty by moving the previous 
question, i.e., shall the main question be now put. 


MR. WILSON.--I hope leave will be given to withdraw the motion. But it is 
amusing to see the member for Renfrew so afraid of being put in a false posi- 
tion, after the manner in which he tried to prevent me last night from explain- 
ing, when he conceived I had got myself into a similar false position. (Hear, 
hear. )148 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD, (Glengarry).--It was made to appear that the administra- 
tion knew nothing about the member for Renfrew's motion; and the gallant Knight, 
to keep up the delusion, moved the previous question, apparently to get rid of 
it.149 It was very evident that the member for Renfrew having made some politi- 
cal capital by his motion for the £20,000 grant, had thought he might make some 
more by this. But, finding he was mistaken, he wished to withdraw it, and 
the gallant knight had shown great anxiety to enable him to do so. He 
(Mr. Macdonald) was rather disposed to yield his objection, and allow him to get 
out of the dilemma in which he had placed himself.!150 


MR. FERRIE agreed with the honorable and gallant Knight as to the present 
inexpediency of the measure, and thought that it ought to be withdrawn.!51 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal) said he had no doubt of the perfectly good under- 
standing between the member for Renfrew and the gallant knight at the head of 
the administration, but by objecting to the withdrawal of the motion, his hon- 
ourable friend from Glengarry had wished to elicit plainly to what extent that 
good understanding went. (Hear, hear.) Having gained that object, he presumed 
he would offer no further opposition to the motion being withdrawn.! 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB.--Had not walked down to the desk of the honor- 
able member for Renfrew, and knew nothing about that member's motives in making 
eld 3 
aeteve 


MR. A. DORION said there was an understanding.!54 


MR. COM. CR. LANDS CAUCHON.--The member for Montreal, if he had had as much 
parliamentary experience as some members of the House, would not have hazarded 
such a remark. He had not yet made much political capital himself.!55 
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MR. POWELL.--Very little fault was to be found with the Opposition for the 
course they had taken. After the humiliating defeats which they had sustained, 
it was natural for small minds to seek to take advantage of a small success. 
Their present course was in every way worthy of them.156 


MR. LARWILL thought the proposition would be very profitable if the grant 
was confined to colored people.!5/ 


MR. HINCKS was allowed to withdraw his motion. 158 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: ADDRESS FOR PENSIONS OF MILITIAMEN. ] 


DR. T. FORTIER, of Nicolet, moved for an address to his Excellency the 
Governor General, praying the enforcement of the Act, 48 Geo. iii., chap. 1, and 
56 George iv., chap. 10, regulating the pensions of wounded or infirm militiamen 
in Her Majesty's service during the last war, between the British Empire and the 
United States. He said that when the country was ruled with a rod of iron, when 
tyranny and despotism prevailed, the English and French populations of Lower 
Canada were encircled with but one laurel on the field of battle. While in 
Lower Canada there were two races of people, Upper Canada was as one family 
helping one another. A foolish jealously (sic) existed in Lower Canada between 
the two races, the French Canadians being always cast aside, and the oligar- 
chical party governed. But a small broil!99 for] evi1!®9 in Montreal brought 
about a change. Now, the French Canadian population could enter a public office 
without being "curse for damn." It was well for Upper Canada members to say 
that we have settled our claimes (sic). Lower Canadian claims had not been 
settled.16l — 


The Government promised the matter consideration, and the motion was then 
withdrawn. 162 


[POSTPONED MOTION RE: SEIGNORIAL TENURE ACT. ] 


MR. PAPIN propose que les différentes requétes, présentées a cette chambre 
pendant la présente session et demandant des amendements a l'acte seigneurial 
de 1854, soient renvoyées a un comité spécial de sept membres composé des hono- 
rables MM. Drummond et Lemieux, de MM. Taché, Turcotte, Masson, Laberge et 
Papin, avec instruction de faire rapport sur les amendements qu'il convient de 


. 


Padineea i lanauee 10i.163 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND s'oppose a la motion. Le gouvernement a déja dit 
qu'il avait pris en considération l'avantage qu'il y aurait a faire des amende- 
ments a cette loi. Des commissaires ont été nommés pour faire des cadastres, et 
ils feront un rapport sur les amendements qu'il sera nécessaire de faire, et le 
gouvernement attend ce rapport pour se décider sur les amendements qu'il aura a 
faire. 


Ces explications doivent suffire pour que l'hon. membre retire sa motion. 164 


MR. PAPIN demande si le rapport des commissaires sera mis devant la 
chambre. 165 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND dit que non, parce que ce rapport sera fait par let- 
tres privées qui désigneront les amendements 4a faire. Dans quelques jours le 
gouvernement pourra dire quand il sera prét a faire ces amendemens. 


MR. PAPIN remet alors sa motion a huit jours. 167 


FOOTNOTES: 22 MARCH 1855. 


GLOBE, 30 March 1855, also reports this JOURNAL item of, "Mr. Dorion 
(Drummond) presented a petition from the inhabitants of Drummond praying 
for measures to be taken to prevent the commutation provisions of the 
Clergy Reserves Act from being carried out." The newspaper account ends 
with (Hear, “hear.)" 
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MORNING CHRONICLE, 24 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 31 March 1855 Cin Scrapbook Hansard). Since GLOBE, 31 Mareh 1855 is 
illegible at this point in the debate, Scrapbook Hansard has been used to 
complete Mr. Brown's speech. 
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TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 24 March 1855. 

MORNING GHRONICLE, 24 March 1855. HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855, and 
TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855, report that in 1849, the vote on the 
resolution to introduce ambulatory parliament was Yeas, 35; Nays, 29. 
According to the JOURNALS of 1849, page (321), the vote on the question for 
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this address was Yeas, 34; Nays, 29. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 March 1855, 
reports these same figures. The address was then voted on JOURNAL page 
(322) as’ Yeas, soo, "Nays, 20. 
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speech. The complaint is placed here so as not to interrupt the lengthy 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855. 

MORNING GCHRONIGLE, 26 March 1855. MONTREAL GAZETTE, 27 Mareh 1855,,is 
partially identical to the earlier account of MORNING CHRONICLE, 26 March 
1855; however, it reports that the objections were “on the;-parts of 
Mr. J.S. MacDonald", as ‘opposed to, preporting - Mr. At. Gen. J.A..MacDonald: 
The lengthier accounts of TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855, GLOBE, 
30 March 1855, and HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855 carry the remaining 
debate, but in no case is Mr. At. Gen. J.A. MacDonald reported. As the 
reader will note, Mr. J.S. MacDonald did make an objection (footnote 144). 
HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855. 

GLOBE, SO March) L855. 
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Telegraph (GLOBE, 23 Mareh 1855)... It is not. clear at what point ins the 
debate Mr. Larwill spoke since this comment is reported in Telegraph 
accounts only, and not in the major newspaper accounts. It has been 
placed here to avoid interrupting the order of speakers. 

GLOBE, 30 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 28 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855. 

HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855. Telegraph (GLOBE, 23 March 1855), and 
all other papers which carry this item, report the “Motion ,carried.- 
Since it cannot be found in the JOURNALS, nor the Index to the JOURNALS, 
it is more likely that the motion was withdrawn. 
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EBED: 

TBED. 

BED. 

TBUD. 


FRIDAY, 23 MARCH 1855. 


(734) 
MR. Speaker laid before the House,--Return of the affairs of the Ontario 
Martine and Fire Insurance Company, for the year 1854. 
For the satd Return, see Appendix (E.E.) 


And also, Return of the Affairs of the St. Lawrence and Industry Village 
Ratlroad, for the year ending 31st December, 1854. 
For the satd Return, see Appendix (F.F.) 


The following Petitions were severally brought up, and laid on the table:-- 

By Mr. Terrtll,--The Petitton of Ichabod Smith and others; and the Petition 
of Charles C. Colley and others, residents in the Eastern Townshtps. 

By Mr. Murney,--The Petitton of G. Benjamtn, Chatrman, and E. Murney, on 
behalf of a meeting of the Inhabitants of the North Riding of the County of 
Hastings. 

By Mr. Christte,--The Petition of the Municipality of the Village of Paris; 
and the Petition of the Munictpality of the Township of Brantford, in the County 
of Brant. 

By Mr. Somerville,--The Petition of Stephen H. Schuyler and Thomas Craw ford, 
of the Village of Huntingdon, in the County of Huntingdon, Traders. 

By Mr. Langton,--The Petition of Peter Pearce, Reeve, and others, Town 
Counetllors, of the United Townships of Asphodel, Belmont, and Methuen. 

By Mr. Octave Cyrille Fortier,--The Petition of the Reverend N.C. Fortier, 
Curé, and others, Founders of the College of St. Michel, in the County of Belle- 


(7355) 
chasse; and the Petition of the Reverend N.C. Fortter, Curé, and others, School 
Commtisstoners of the Village of St. Michel de Bellechasse. 

By Mr. Chapatis,--The Petition of R. Michaud and others, School Commisstoners 
of the School District of St. Alexander, County and District of Kamouraska. 

By Mr. Fournter,--The Petttion of O.E. Casgrain, President, and others, 
Directors, and others, of the Agricultural Society of the County of L'Islet; and 
the Petition of P.A. DeGaspé, Esquire, and others, of St. Jean Port Joli and 
other places, in the County of L'Islet. as 

By Mr. Laporte,--The Petitton of the Reverend F.P. Porlter, Curé, and 
others, Churechwardens, and others, of the Parish of Pointe aux Trembles, Dis- 
trict of Montreal. we 

By Mr. Brown,--The Petttton of James Smith, sentor, and others, of the 
County of Lanark.1 

By the Honorable Mr. Cayley,--The Petition of the Reverend C. Stlvester and 
others, of Wawanosh, Ashfield and Colborne; and the Petition of Alexander 
MeNabb, Reeve, of the Township of Saugeen, and others; of the County of Bruce. 

By Mr. Mackenzte,--The Petition of J.B. Powell and others, of the County of 
Leeds; and the Petition of Peter Cole and others, of the County of Leeds. 




















MESSRS. BROWN and MACKENZIE presented a number of petitions from the coun- 
ties of Leeds, Lanark, &c., praying that the commutation clause of the Clergy 
Reserve Act should not be carried into effect.2 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB examined them carefully, and remarked that they 
were printed, and he presumed it would be the same thing from all parts of the 
country.2 


2410 


2411 


MR. BROWN.--Yes! I have no doubt they will come in from all parts of the 
country. (Hear, hear.) The feeling against the commutation scheme is intense 
everywhere. 


(735) 
By Mr. Masson,--The Petttion of C.J. Forbes, Esqutre, and others, Electors 
of the County of Argenteutl. aa 
By Mr. Lyon,--The Petition of William Mackey and others, freeholders of the 
Townshtp of Marlborough. 
By Mr. Chureh,--The Petition of John S. French and others, of the Village of 
Burritt's Rapids, Township of Oxford, in the County of Grenville. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the following Petitions were read:-- 

Of A. Beauvats and others, Members of the Literary Society of the Village of 
Laprairte, in the District of Montreal; praying for an aid. 

Of the Reverend C.L. Vinet and others, School Commtsstoners, and others, of 
the Parish of St. Constant, County of Lapratrte, District of Montreal; praying 
for an atid for the erection of a new School-house. 

Of John Macara and others, Stockholders tn the Canada Powder Company; pray- 
ing for an Act of Ineorporatton. 

Of the Soeurs de la Congrégation de Notre-Dame de Montréal, Directresses of 
the Convent of St. Eustache, District of Montreal; praying for an aid. 

Of the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop, the Clergy, and Laity of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, of the Dtocese of Quebec; praying for certain 
amendments to the Act 16 (sic) Vic. cap. 32.9 

Of Allan Macdonell and others, of the City of Toronto; praying for an Act of 
Incorporation to construct a Ratlway from any part of the shores of Lake 
Supertor to the Pactfie Ocean. 

Of the Reverend Norbert Lavallée, Supertor of Laval College; praying for an 
atd. 

Of Pterre Paré and others, Members of the Mechanics Instttute of St. Vincent 
de Paul, County of Montreal; praying for an atd. ae 

Of J.G. Wilson, Reeve, and others, of the Town of Simcoe; praying that no 
change be made in the present name of the Town of Simcoe. 

Of the Muntetpal Council of the County of Quebec; praying for certain alter- 
attons in the administratton of the Quebec Turnptke Roads. 

Of William Wilkinson and others, of the Townshtp of Lobo,--and of the Munt- 
etpality of the Township of Sarnia; praying for the passing of a Prohtibttory 
Liquor Law. 

Of David Parish, Chatrman, and Charles Roe, Secretary, on behalf of a Public 
Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Se. Thomas; praying that the Bill to 


(736) 

tneorporate a Company to construct a Road from Amherstburg, on the Detrott 
River, unttl tt tntersects the different lines leading to the Niagara River, and 
for other purposes, may become Law. 

Of Edouard Martial Leprohon, Esqutre, of the City of Montreal; praying for 
certain amendments to the Act 11 & 12 Vie. cap. 99 (sic).® 

Of A. Painechaud and others, Shipowners and Merchants interested in the 
Fishing Trade of the Gulf of St. Lawrence; praying that a Resident Judge may be 
appointed, with power to hold two Terms for the dtspateh of Civil Causes in 
Summer, and one Sesston of the Peace, and also, that a Gaol may be built, in the 
Magdalen Islands. 
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Of Benott Marcoux, of the City of Quebec, Jotner; representing that while 
employed at Spencer Wood, he met with an accident which has disabled him for 
life, and praying relief. 

Of the Reverend R.0. Bruneau, Curé, President of the College of Verchéres; 
praying for an atd. $307 

Of Peter Gibbons and others, Merchants, and others, of Port Colborne; and of 
Messteurs Vanderlip and Lacey, and others, Merchants and Traders, and others, of 
the Village of Port Robinson; praying for the passing of an Act making Vessels, 
while passing through the Welland Canal, holden for stores and provisions 
obtained from merchants. 














Mr. Gamble moved, seconded by Mr. Gould, and the Question betng put, That so 
much of the 67th Rule of this House as relates to the Bill to renew the Charter 
of the Humber Harbour Company, be suspended; the House divided: and the names 
being called for, they were taken down, as foltlow:-- 


YEAS. 





Clarke, Cooke, Darche, DeWitt, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, Octave C. 
Fortter, Gamble, Gill, Gould, Holton, Jackson, Langton, Larwtll, Macbeth, 











Messteurs Bell, Blanchet, Bourassa, Brodeur, Brown, Cameron, Cauchon, 


Chabot, Church, Cook, Jean B.E. Dorton, Dostaler, Foley, Frazer, Guévremont, 
Hartman, Laberge, Laporte, LeBoutillier, Lyon, John S. Macdonald, Mackenzie, 


Str A.N. MacNab, Marchildon, Munro, Murney, Papin, Patrick, Poulin, Prévost, 
Rolph, Soltcitor General Smith, Sidney Smith, Turcotte, Valois, and Young. -- 




















So tt passed in the Negative. 


On motion of Mr. DeWitt, seconded by Mr. Frazer, 

Ordered, That the Amendments made by the Legislative Council to the Bill, 
tntttuled, "An Act to amend so much of any Law in force in Lower Canada as 
authorizes the sale of any property by the authority of Justice on Sundays," be 
taken into consideration on Monday next. 





Mr. Felton reported from the Select Committee on the Bill to increase the 
number of Sittings of the Courts of Justice within the District of St. Francis, 


(737) 
and to make a more conventent arrangement thereof, That the Committee had gone 
through the Bill, and made amendments thereunto. 
Ordered, That the Bill and Report be committed to a Committee of the whole 
House, for Monday nect. 


Ordered, That the Petition of the Municipal Council of the County of Kent, 
relating to Land Patents, and the Petition of the Municipal Council of the 
County of Kent, relating to the Niagara and Detroit Railroad, be printed for the 
use of the Members of this House. 








Ordered, That the Return relative to the Montreal Harbour, presented the 1st 
December last, be printed for the use of the Members of this House. 


Ordered, That the Petition of John Hay, Esquire, and others, Electors of the 
County of Argenteutl, with the signatures attached thereto, be printed for the 
use of the Members of thts House. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Felton have leave to bring in a Btll to constitute the 
Electoral Counttes of Sherbrooke and Wolfe into separate Registration Districts, 
and to establish Registry Offices therein, and for other purposes. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next. 





Ordered, That Mr. Terrill have leave to bring in a Bill to revive and 
continue in force the Provincial Statute 14 & 15 Vic. cap. 18, to enable Credt- 
tors to attach the effects of Debtors about to leave the Province, in cases 
under Ten pounds. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first ttme; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday next.! 


Ordered, That Mr. Ferres have leave to bring in a Bill to establish the 
County of Brome for Munictpal, Registration, and other purposes. 

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 





On motion of Mr. Ferres, seconded by Mr. Sanborn, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General, for a Return of the amounts paid to the Harbour Commtisstoners of 
Montreal, by way of commutation for Harbour Dues, by any Ratlway Company, Steam- 
boat Company, or Individuals, on Goods landed by them on the Wharves of the satd 
Commtsstoners. 

Ordered, That the satd Address be presented to Hts Excellency the Governor 
General by such Members of this House as are of the Honorable the Executive 
Counetl of thts Province. 


[On motion of] MR. CHISHOLM8, 


(7 oe) 
Ordered, That the 62nd Rule of thts House be suspended, as regards the 
Petttton of John Macara and others, Stockholders in the Canada Powder Company. 


Ordered, That Mr. Chisholm have leave to bring in a Btll to incorporate the 
Canada Powder Company. 

He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
received and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second ttme on 
Monday next. 


(738) 
Ordered, That Mr. Gill have leave to bring in a Bill for annexing the Gore 
of Upton to the County of Yamaska. 
He accordingly presented the satd Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Wednesday next. 





MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY introduced his bill to secure a more efficient audit 
of public accounts. Much blame had been bestowed upon members of the Government 
Owing to the difficulty which had occurred in the auditing of public accounts. 
The blame was not merited. The difficulty had arisen from the accumulation of 
business in the Department, while the staff have not been increased in a similar 
proportion. It was utterly impossible that the work could be efficiently 
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performed when the staff was not sufficient. There were two evils that arose 
from the present system. Parties were blamed who did not deserve blame, and the 
accounts were kept in a slovenly manner. He thought there should be kept an 
appropriation book in which a record of all acc'ts should be kept. This book 
should be regularly written up, and a person should be appointed for the pur 
pose. Heretofore this work had been done by a clerk during business hours, or 
after the regular business hours of the office. He proposed in his bill to 
establish another branch to be called an audit branch which with the other two 
branches, the Customs' and Deputy Inspector General's ... [would] form a Board of 
audits. There would be one auditor as the head of the audit branch who would be 
equal lin point of rank with the head of the “Customs and Deputy Inspector 
General. The audit branch would be called upon to audit the accounts of the 
Crown Lands, Board of Works, and Bureau of Agriculture. Another thing that was 
much wanting was a more efficient system of entry for debentures. The debenture 
book had actually fallen in arrears a year. There ought to be an efficient one 
in the Receiver General's, and another in the Inspector General's Department, 
not the one a copy of the other but both drawn from the same sources. All 
monies would be required to be sent to the Receiver General's Department. Under 
the present system monies were paid into the Crown Lands office. But he thought 
there ou[ght] to be one department for the reception of monies. A Gate ae uditre 
however, occurred, with regard to the Post Office Department. He had considered 
with his hon. friend the Post Master General, and was informed that, owing to 
the very small balances? [OR] allowances!9 remitted to the Department it would 
be impossible to carry out the arrangements.!1 He stated that the Bill would 
also provide that every institution deriving its whole support from the public 
Treasury, should send in returns of its affairs once a quarter. Educational 
institutions, receiving part of their support from the Government, would send 
in, yearly, full reports of their condition, management, and progress, accom- 
panied by such statistical returns as should be called for by the Government, in 
reference to the composition of the governing body, the number and names of the 
professors, teachers, and lecturers; the number of pupils taught, distinguishing 
those above and below sixteen years of age, the general course of instruction, 
the books used, the annual cost of maintaining the institution, &c.t2 


MR. A. DORION (Montreal) said that this was a measure which the country 
would receive with satisfaction, if the details of it answered to the purpose 
aimed at by the Inspector-General. Some such measure was loudly called for, 
after the disclosures made by the Committee on Public Accounts, which had very 
much alarmed the public at the way in which the accounts of the Province had 
been kept. (Hear, hear.)1}3 He did not mean to throw any blame whatever on the 
hon. the Inspector General. He had himself sufficiently and satisfactorily 
explained the cause of it. But what had been brought to light in the examina- 
tion of the public accounts appeared to render a more efficient auditing of the 
public accounts absolutely necessary. The hon. gentlemen composing the Com- 
mittee of public accounts and particularly the president of that committee, 14 
Maes Mackenziel5, the hon. member who sat on his right, deserved the deepest 
thanks of the House and of the Country for the application which they had 
brought to bear in the discharge [of] their onerous duties. The report of the 
committee on public accounts contrasted most favorably with the reports of other 
committees appointed for the same purpose. It was due to the talent, energy, 
and industry of the hon. member for Haldimand to say that he deserved the praise 
of the whole country for his report. Were it only public document that the hon. 
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member had framed he might reflect with pride upon the service which he had 
rendered to the Province. He thought the measure conducive to the public good 
and that the ministry deserved credit for the bil1.!6 


MR. HOLTON joined his hon. colleague in commending the promptitude with 
which the Inspector-General had set himself to the work of departmental reforn, 
the necessity for which had been so clearly shown by the Committee on Public 
Accounts. But the Inspector-General could not fail to see that, in introducing 
this bill, he was commenting with the utmost severity on the gross mismanagement 
of all the departments of the Government under his immediate predecessors, who 
now formed the main support of the Administration. (Hear, hear.) The Inspec- 
tor-General deserved credit for being bold enough to run the risk of incurring 
obloquy at the hands of those gentlemen. He must also commend the hon. Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands for the haste with which he had retraced his false step in 
opposing the bill of Mr. Darche requiring the very returns, now comprised in 
this: bib, fromthe educationalyinstitutions ofethe country.) (Hear, hear.) 
This was another instance of the progress that Conservative gentlemen were 
making in the right direction; and it was but fair that the opposition, which 
had so often criticized their conduct when it was wrong, should take every 
opportunity of encouraging them, and even of complimenting them, when they 
showed any desire to do what was right. (Hear, hear.)!7 


MR. HINCKS said he supposed he was above all others alluded to by the hon. 
member for Montreal (Mr. Holton), when he spoke of the Inspector-General incur- 
ring obloquy on account of the bill now introduced, but he could assure the 
Inspector General as well as the House that he would incur no obloquy from him 
on account of any effort he might make to improve the public departmental 
system. He denied altogether that the bringing down of this bill was any proof 
of gross mismanagement on the part of the late Government. He might as well say 
that it was a proof of gross mismanagement on the part of the Inspector General 
when formerly in office, when the same system existed and he introduced no bill 
to remedy it. His own feeling was one of gratification that the proposition of 
the Inspector General seemed likely to receive the support of the 
House!8 [and] the opposition side of the House in the spirit in which it 
ought.19 At the same time he was not prepared to admit that the hon. member for 
Montreal was justified in speaking in so very strong terms about the gross 
irregularities brought to light by the Committee on Public Accounts. One would 
have supposed from the report of that committee that there had been an irregu- 
larity in the keeping of the public accounts of the most monstrous description. 
He was not at all prepared to admit that this was the case, for since the period 
that he (Mr. H.) went into office, all the transactions of the Government were 
every week accurately compared between the Receiver General's and Inspector 
General's departments, and the cash balances being found to be correct, every 
transaction was in that way verified, and if the books of the Receiver General 
happened to be destroyed, a record of every transaction would remain in the 
Inspector General's office. Every transaction which had taken place in the 
government of this country for this last eight or ten years, was as regularly 
entered and balanced, and the books were as regularly kept as those of any 
merchant in this Province, he cared not who he was.29 Even [with] the plan of 
keeping a separate set of books in each office--confusion may arise: different 
book-keepers kept books in different ways. He believed that there was not an 
hon. gentleman in the House that did not wish to see the public accounts kept in 
an efficient state.2! 
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MR. YOUNG.--The hon. member for Renfrew has said that if the books of the 
Receiver General were destroyed, a record of each transaction would remain in 
the Inspector General's office. I will mention one important instance discov- 
ered by the Committee of Public Accounts, as to which that statement will not 
hold good. A large lot of debentures were sent from this country to England, to 
Baring, Brothers, & Co., and Glynn, Mills, & Co. Those parties should have been 
made debtors for the amount transmitted from this country, and the transaction 
was so entered in the Receiver General's books. But in the Inspector General's 
office, the debentures were debited to the Grand Trunk Company, which was a 
mistake, and if the Receiver General's books had been destroyed, the public 
could have arrived at no correct idea of the transaction, from simply seeing the 
public accounts issued from the Inspector General's office. (Hear, hear.)22 


MR. HINCKS said there was no practical difference between the two entries, 
the debentures in question having been issued on account of the Grand Trunk 
Railway Company, and on the security of the bonds of the Company. The deben- 
tures were sent to Glynn, Mills & Co. to be transferred to the Grand Trunk 
Company, as they became entitled to them, and they were accordingly in the one 
instance credited to Glynn, Mills & Co., and in the other to the Grand Trunk 
Company, which came precisely to the same thing.23 


MR. YOUNG would not admit that it was all the same thing. The debentures 
did not belong to the Grand Trunk Company till they had performed a certain 
amount of work, and Glynn, Mills & Co., the London agents, were bound to keep 
them in trust until they received orders from the Canadian Government to pay 
them over. (Hear, hear.) Instead of the whole amount being entered at once to 
the Grand Trunk Company, the Inspector General's books should have always shown 
the amount of debentures actually paid at different periods to the Company, who 
were only entitled to them as the work progressed. (Hear, hear.)24 


MR. HINCKS persisted that it was only a different way of making an entry, 
which amounted to just the same thing. Besides, it so happened that the entry 
which the hon. member said was the correct one was made in the Receiver Gen- 
eral's department, on which the whole blame was cast by the Committee on Public 
Accounts. The other entry which he said was incorrect was made by 
Mr. Dickinson, than whom there was not a better book-keeper to be found in the 
Province. Mr. Hincks then proceeded to comment on a portion of the committee's 
repent, ~alludings to anwexreor of -£10,000;sin.a balance sheet prepared. by 
Mr. Dickinson, which they afterwards discovered to be22 a correct one except a 
mere clerical error in totting up the multitude of figures2® but which they had 
nevertheless published to the world. The conduct of the committee he character- 
ized as a mean attempt to destroy the character of Mr. Dickinson, by fastening 
on him a most unjust imputation, which they had not given him an opportunity to 
explain.2/ He would support the motion. 


MR. MACKENZIE explained the circumstances of the case referred to by 
Mr. Hincks. In the balance sheet from the Inspector General's office, an error 
of £10,000 was found in the addition, the sum totals being nevertheless made a 
balance. Learning that Mr. Dickinson was the responsible party, he went and 
asked for him at the office to obtain an explanation, but did not find him 
there. He went a second time, but again failed to find him. Being much pressed 
for time towards the close of the session, having a thousand things to do in the 
way of figures besides attending to his duties in the House, and being com- 
pletely worn out, he did not prosecute the enquiry further, and in the Report 
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passed by the Committee it was stated that there was an apparent error 
of £10,000 an they balance sheet. Subsequently, when the Report was being 
printed, and most of the members of the committee had left town, he learned that 
Mr. Dickinson's absence from the office had been caused by a domestic afflic- 
tion. He accordingly called upon him, and received the explanation that he had 
made out the figures correctly in the first instance, and that the mistake had 
occurred from the mere clerical error of the party to whom he had given the 
figures to fill in. Mr. Dickinson therefore desired him to strike out the 
paragraph from the report. He said he could not do that, as the report had been 
approved of by the committee, most of the members of which had left town, but 
that with the consent of the remaining members he would add a note, that 
Mr. Dickinson's course had been quite correct, and that there had merely been an 
error in copying. This he had done, and the note appeared in the report on the 
same page as the paragraph complained of. (Hear, hear.) He would take this 
opportunity of denying that he had been the most efficient member of the com- 
mittee. The labours of the member for Montreal (Mr. Young) were beyond all 
praise, and not only he but every member of it had done everything possible to 
prosecute the enquiry in a manner that would be for the public benefit. He had 
never sat on a more harmonious committee. They had done the best they could, 
and as for wishing in anything they did to hurt the feelings of any individual, 
such a thing was the farthest possible from their thoughts.2? 


MR. HOLTON.--It was quite in accordance with the tactics of the honorable 
member from Renfrew to raise a paltry quibble to cover an attack. He did not 
always succeed; and the contemptible quibble of pretending to defend a gentleman 
on the plea of injustice having been intended towards him will not succeed.20 
He (Mr. Holton) should take care that the matters contained in this Report 
should engage the attention of the House in the form of a substantial motion 
before many days went round.2=! He considered it due to Mr. Dickinson, whom he 
reckoned as a personal friend, to say that he was one of the most able and 
correct accountants in the province, and was a most upright man. The strictures 
in the Report have reference more particularly to other departments than the 
Inspector General's.34 


MR. GAMBLE, as a member of the Committee on Public Accounts, could not sit 
quietly still under the charge of having meanly attacked the character of any 
one. Would the House tolerate the member for Renfrew in speaking as he had done 
of that committee, who had been engaged in the investigation patiently day after 
day, and week after week, the result being that they had found there were ample 
grounds for an enquiry into those accounts. Were they to be told that the 
Report of the Committee was mere clap-trap, when they submitted evidence to the 
public that the accounts in the Receiver General's department had never been 
balanced, when they had the evidence of Mr. Dickinson himself that the manner of 
conducting the public business generally was most discreditable and disrep- 
utable, and when they found that the accounts in the Receiver General's office 
had been kept in a way that would not be tolerated in any counting-house in 
Canada. (Hear, hear.)°2 


MR. FERRIE as a member of the public accounts committee repudiated the very 
idea of an attack upon character as contained in the report. The assertion was 
a piece of insolence on the part of the hon. member for Renfrew.24 


MR. ROBLIN.--It was well known that the statement was injurious to 
Mr. Dickinson, who had been lauded over Upper Canada. 


The motion was then agreed to, and the Bill read a first time.26 
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(738) 
Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Cayley have leave to bring in a Bill to 
secure the more efficient auditing of the Public Accounts. 
He accordingly presented the said Bill to the House, and the same was 
recetved and read for the first time; and ordered to be read a second time on 
Friday next. 


A Message from the Legislative Council, by John Fennings Taylor, Esqutre, 

one of the Masters tn Chancery:-- or 
Mr. Speaker, 

The Legislative Council do give leave for the Honorable Ettenne Paschal 
Taché, one of tts Members, to attend and give evidence before the Special 
Commtttee of this House appointed to enquire into charges against the late 
Admintstratton, tf he thinks ftt. 

And then he withdrew. 





MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE moved the second reading of the Bill to abolish 
postage on newspapers, and for other purposes.°/ 


MR. MACKENZIE said he had only received the printed Bill, as he was coming 
into the house this afternoon, and he would have liked time at least to read it. 
He hoped the Postmaster General would not press his motion to-day.38 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE did not think he would be performing his duty if he 
did not press forward the Bill, and took occasion to express much indignation, 
that a gentleman professing so much liberality of sentiment, and who had been as 
long connected with the Press, should set himself in opposition to a measure.22 


MR. CHRISTIE characterized the Postmaster General's attack on Mr. Mackenzie 
as most unfair and unjust.40 


MR. MACKENZIE said that as an old reporter and editor, as the eldest of the 
whole profession in Canada, he would have liked to have been in a position to 
give a conscientious vote on this measure, by having time at least to read it 
over, and he had not thought that a gentleman who once professed to be a Re- 
former, although he had now left his principles for place, would have had the 
[dis]courtesy to refuse any time for reflection for himself and other members of 
the House.4 


MR. HARTMAN and a number of other members having complained that they only 
received copies of the bill since the House met this afternoon, 42 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said it must have been the printer's fault.43 


The Bill was then read a second time44, 


(7358) 

The Order of the day for the second reading of the Bill to abolish Postage 
on Newspapers published within the Province of Canada, and for other purposes 
connected with the Post Office Department of this Province, being read; 

The Bill was accordingly read a second time; and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House, for Tuesday next. 


The Honorable Mr. Cartier, one of Her Majesty's Executive Counctl, pre- 
sented, pursuant to Addresses to His Excellency the Governor General--Return to 
an Address from the Legislative Assembly of the 26th ultimo, for copies oni 
Documents relative to the construction of Light Houses and Piers below Quebec, 
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and relative to Tenders and Contracts for Ferry Boats plying on the St. Law- 
rence, below Quebec. 
For the satd Return, see Appendix (d.d.d.) 


Return to an Address from the Legtslative Assembly of the 7th instant, for 
coptes of Correspondence in relation to the School Lot at Drummondville. 

For the satd Return, see Appendtx (K.K.K.) 

Ordered, That the said Return be printed for the use of the Members of this 
House. 


The Order of the day being read, for resuming the adjourned Debate upon the 
Amendment which was, on Wednesday the eighth day of November last, proposed to 
be made to the proposed Amendment to the Questton, That an humble Address be 
presented to Hts Excellency the Governor General, representing to His Excellency 
that, in the optnton of thts House, the time has arrived when a different and 
much more satisfactory arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening 
Parliament, than at present exists: That the present system of alternate Par- 
liaments ts tneonststent wtth a proper regard to the economtcal expenditure of 
publie money, uncalled for by the necessittes of the country, injurious to the 
preservation and methodical arrangement of the Publie Archives and Library, and 
productive of great inconvenience and injustice to permanent Officers in the 
Publte Departments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place 
selected for the assembling of Parltament, suited, as far as possible, to the 
conventence of all sections of the Province; and which proposed Amendment was, 


(7359) 

That all the words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, and the 
words "it ts tnexpedtent to interfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat 
of Government adopted by this House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted 
tnstead thereof; and whitch Amendment to the satd proposed Amendment was, That 
the words "and that in accordance with that arrangement the Public Departments 
should be removed to Toronto tn 1855" be added at the end thereof; 

And the Question on the Amendment proposed to be made to the proposed 
Amendment to the Original Questton, being again proposed:--The House resumed the 
said adjourned Debate. 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB moved that the first order of the day be now 
taken up, viz:--"Further consideration of Mr. Patrick's motion for an Address to 
His Excellency in relation to the establishment of a permanent Seat of Govern- 
ment, and of Mr. Brown's motion in amendment thereto, andsof Mr. Hartman's 
amendment to Mr. Brown's.'45 


MR. HOLTON suggested that the Government had promised the second reading on 
the Legislative Council Bill for to-night.46 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB said the question of the Seat of Government had 
already taken up a great deal of the time of the House, and if postponed for 
another fortnight, all the old arguments would be gone over again, and a great 
deal more time wasted.4/ 


MR. BROWN.--Hear! hear!48 


MR. HOLTON said he was very much surprised to hear his hon. friend from 
Lambton echo the sentiment of the hon. Premier, when he had been mainly instru- 
mental in bringing the Government to a declaration of their intentions to bring 
down the Legislative Council Bill to-night. Surely no back-stairs consultation 
between the member for Lambton and the leader of the Government could justify 
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the ministry in violating their own pledges to the House. (Hear, hear and 
laughter.) If they would bring forward the Elective Council Bill to-night, he 
(Mr. Holton) and his friends would give them that support on it, which the 
member for Lambton would go along with the member for Toronto and others in 
refusing them.49 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB, after receiving the promise of the support of 
Mr. Holton and his friends on the Elective Council Bill, said he was almost 
disposed to withdraw his proposal to go on with the Seat of Government question. 
(Laughter. )°0 


MR. BROWN.--I need scarcely justify myself against the imputation of there 
having been any back-stairs consultation between myself and the gallant knight. 
But how shall we account for the good understanding between the gallant knight 
and my hon. friend the member for Montreal, on the Elective Council Bill? To 
imagine these two gentlemen of all others agreed about an organic change in the 
Constitution, is something that neither back-stairs, front-stairs, nor middle 
stairs influence can in any way explain. (Laughter.) But so far from my having 
urged the Government to bring on the Legislative Council Bill, I hope they will 
put it in the waste basket, and never let it make its appearance again. 
(Laughter.) As regards the Seat of Government question, I think it would) be the 
height of folly to postpone it again. (Hear, hear.)°! 


MR. PATRICK ... said he desired to add to his original motion, which pro- 
posed to fix a permanent place, the following words:--"and that the seat of 
Government be removed to Toronto for the next four years after the expiration of 
this session." (No! no! from both sides of the House.)?2 


MR. S. SMITH. Was in favor of a fixed seat of government, and thought that 
seat of government should be in Upper Canada. He was at a loss, however, to 
know what resolution to vote for. The motion of Mr. Drummond he thought came 
nearest to the mark. The advantages of the perambulating system he had never 
been able to discover. The idea that it improved the knowledge of members of 
Upper and Lower Canada was all moonshine. He thought the question ought to be 
at once decided. It created schism in the House, and caused a large expenditure 
of money. The amount of time expended in squabbles at the rate of £1000 a day, 
would itself purchase a most excellent site for Parliament buildings. He did 
not approve of the conduct of gentlemen who were desirous of taking the govern- 
ment to Toronto with the hope that they might there have an advantage in the 
decision of the permanent seat of government. He would not hesitate to say that 
he wanted an immediate settlement. He wished it in justice to his honorable 
friends from Lower Canada, towards whom he wished at all times to act fairly by 
Lower Canadian members. We were here on neutral ground, for undoubtedly Quebec, 
if not out of the world, was the next thing to it, and he did think that no 
obstacle existed to the settlement of this question. this evening. He was in 
favor of the government going to Toronto for the next four years in accordance 
with the arrangement. But he was in favor of a site being at once fixed, and he 
would vote for any place in the country, except Quebec. He was decidedly 
opposed to government being fixed at the extreme end of civilization. 23 


MR. FERRES thought that before the question was decided, hon. members ought 
to count for cost. There was nothing definite about it. He had taken pains to 
ascertain the cost. According to his calculation the cost of buildings at 
Toronto had been £17,469 12s 6d°4 [OR] £17,496 12s 5d°5; £7,546 14s 9d for 
removal from Montreal--°® 
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MR. MACKENZIE.--You should have commenced with the expense of the Parliament 
House burned in Montreal. (Hear, hear.)?/ 


USER SE voice.--"Ask the member for Haldimand the expense of the rebel- 
lion?" 


[MR. FERRES continued:] The hon. member for Haldimand had forgotten all 
about that rebellion, as the burning of the Parliament buildings had escaped his 
recollection. But he thought he could say what was the cost of the torch by 
which the conflagration, that destroyed the parliament buildings in Montreal, 
was kindled. £260,00 was the expense entailed by the Rebellion Losses Bill. To 
return to the matter in hand, the removal to Toronto alone would cost about 
£15,000.59 


MR. BROWN. You say nothing about the credit side. Was the value of build- 
ings and improvements not to be considered.©9 The buildings in Toronto which 
had cost £17,000 were there yet, and he had no doubt [it] had more than doubled 
in value.  (Heaz; hear.)61! 


MR. FERRES. Had nothing to do with the credit side of the account, because 
he knew nothing of the present value of the buildings. Perhaps the buildings, 
if there were any, might be valuable, but it struck him that the whole value 
worth calculating upon was the value of the land. Let us however glance at the 
expense at Quebec. On the Chateau, St. Louis, £2,344 15s. lld. had been ex- 
pended; on the Union Buildings (Executive Offices,) £2,909 lls. 7d.; on the old 
Parliament House, £27,717 18s. 8d.; on Spencer Wood there was the purchase and 
improvements, £23,616 Os. 94.62 LOR} S28626 A0lis.] 9493; further improvements, 
E2,IC2 HLAS 7 Ge and a Ehenadmstmeon <2 0.00) sini a lel One OS mrino Come CeemetO Tammie 
governor's residence in Quebec; 80 acres of land and an old house on the St. 
Lewis Road had cost £5,292 13s. 4d.; the expense of the fire by which the old 
Parliament House had been destroyed was £1206 18s. 7d.; the Nunnery Buildings 
which had been burned cost £6,879 12s. lld.; the present buildings, £1,445 lls. 
3d.3, rents for USs4 offices, ice.  t2,000; Gent of ther iMusic. Halineet O50; re 
pairing Durham Terrace--for that expense would never have been incurred©4 [OR] 
increased®9 unless with a view to the convenience of members of parliament-- 
£4,209 9s. 2d.3; then there was the removal from Toronto, £11,160 3s. 2d., making 
for Quebec the respectable sum of £94,415 9s. lld., and®® the total expense of 
the perambulating system since its commencement in 1849 was £119,478 17s. 14.67 
The estimated removal to Toronto in 1855, would cost £15,000; £10,000 for 
repairs to buildings; £10,000 for alterations and fittings up of parliament 
buildings; and £3,000 for rent for three years--£38,000 in all, the whole cost 
of the alternating system up to 1855, being £157,458 17s. ld. These were not 
fanciful figures. They were taken from the Public Accounts, and were right to a 
farthing, as the hon. member for Toronto would say, if they had given the 
farthings. It was hardly necessary to show the wickedness, if one could so 
speak, of the present perambulating system. The money that had been literally 
wasted in removals and rents might have been profitably used for the public 
service, or in the erection of some permanent site of a splendid suite of 
government buildings. He would not enter into a discussion about the proper 
localities. Interest or sectarian feeling would have much to do with selec- 
tions of place. For his own part he had always advocated and really thought 
that Bytown was the most proper place of any in the province. No doubt his 
motives for saying so, were open to question, but he had always maintained that 
Bytown was the most fitting place. That however was not the question, but 
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whether the present system was to be continued or changed. He had heard members 
speak of the advantages of the alternating system, and had listened with the 
greatest attention hoping to be able to catch some substantial advantage. But 
beyond acquaintanceship, no member had pointed out a Single advantage. He had 
made a calculation of the cost of that acquaintanceship among other things. He 
had been told that the advantage consisted in Upper Canadians becoming ac- 
quainted with Lower Canadians, and Lower Canadians with Upper Canadians. In 
reducing this advantage to figures, he found that the advantage of hon. gentle- 
men enjoying their dinners in Quebec for four years, and the equal advantage of 
getting dinner in Toronto for four years, cost for each member yearly £71l. He 
really thought it would be cheaper and much better, if so mighty an advantage as 
people said accrued to the province from acquaintanceship to give every member 
about £100 yearly, to enable him to speak six weeks or more in different parts 
of the province for the purpose of picking up acquaintances. He thought that 
nothing was required towards coming to a right decision, but to take figures.68 


MR. CAMERON said his honorable friend, Mr. Ferres, in taking his facts and 
figures, in which he went so very nicely that he almost took the farthings, ©9 
during the statistical speech of the honorable member for Mississquoi, he could 
not help thinking of the Audit Bill introduced this afternoon by the Inspector 
General. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) He was afraid, however, that the honor- 
able member would not make a good Auditor General, if he only looked to the 
credit side of the account. (Hear, hear.)/9° He granted the hon. member for 
Glengary credit for all the consistency which his mildness and placidity were 
entitled to in wishing the parliament permanently settled somewhere, and not 
caring where, but he most protectingly extended his support towards Quebec. The 
hon. Attorney General Drummond would no doubt feel himself comfortably located 
in Anticosti, enjoying all the luxury and brilliancy with which he was here 
surrounded. But by what authority would government alter the act of Parliament 
granting £60,000 for public buildings for the government use./1 He could not 
admit that the money spent in Quebec had been thrown away, and as for Toronto he 
was satisfied that the money which had been spent there on buildings would yield 
a threefold return. (Hear, hear.) He thought his constituents had a right to 
blame the Government, that when the faith of the country was solemnly pledged 
that the seat of Government should be removed to Toronto, and when a grant 
of £60,000 had been made by Parliament for public buildings there, he thought 
his constituents had been unfairly treated by the Government in stopping the 
works when only £10,000 had been expended. He thought they had a right to know 
what member of the Government it was who had thus presumed to stop the expendi- 
ture of money which had been voted by Parliament for a public object./2 Ue 
report speak[s] truly, the honorable Attorney General was instrumental in pre- 
venting the expenditure of that sum in Upper Canada. Upper Canada was entitled 
to the seat of government being held there every four years alternately with 
Quebec, and why should there be any change in that arrangement which all admit 
has been productive of good to Upper and Lower Canada, and a benefit to the 
province, and where we find members for Upper Canada advocating the seat of 
government for Upper Canada and the members for Lower Canada for Lower Canada, 
it is proof that the plan of alternate parliaments is the best ’3 mode of meeting 
the various conflicting interests which necessarily existed in a country situ- 
ated as Canada now was./4 


MR. AT. GEN. DRUMMOND stated, in reply to Mr. Cameron, that the reason why 
the public buildings in Toronto had been stopped was that it had been found that 
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instead of £60,000, the Parliamentary appropriation, not less than £150,000 
would be required to complete the buildings, an expenditure on which the Govern- 
ment could not venture without the renewed sanction of Parliament./° 


MR. CAMERON expressed himself satisfied with the explanation. /6 


Some other honorable members, however, said it was a pity the Government had 
not acted on the same principle of not allowing the expenditure to exceed the 
appropriation, in the matter of the landing piers below Quebec, where £109,000 
had been spent in an appropriation of £30,000. (Hear, hear.)// 


The discussion ... continued chiefly in French/8, 


MR. CHABOT said the amount expended on Spencer Wood was not so great as had 
been stated by the member for Mississquoi. If the government desired to sell 
the property, they could obtain now much more than it cost. The statement anent 
the parliament buildings was equally unfair. The cost mentioned had been in- 
curred in consequence of fire, and not because of the alternate system. Charges 
might be made against that system enough, but the hon. member who had produced 
so many figures, had stated many facts which were not chargeable to the system. 
The property purchased by the government in Quebec for the accommodation of 
parliament and the public offices, would to-day, if sold, realize much more than 
they had cost./9 


MR. LYON thought that interests of members in connection with localities, 
rather than a proper discussion of the question on its merits, had been consid- 
ered. At the time of the Union Act only one seat of government for the two 
United Provinces was contemplated, and that place, after much consideration and 
after Kingston had been tried, had been fixed at Montreal. There were now no 
parliament houses at Quebec, and in that respect no city in the province had any 
advantage over other cities.80 


MR. CHAUVEAU veut justifier la position. qu'il prendra sur cette question. 
Il avoue que l'endroit le plus convenable pour posséder le siége du gouvernement 
est Montréal; mais les circonstances ayant forcé le gouvernement a en partir, le 
systéme actuel fut intronisé, et c'est celui qui convient le mieux aux deux 
provinces, qui sont parfaitement distinctes en tout, et qui, par conséquent, 
doivent avoir le siége du gouvernement alternativement. I1 ne croit pas que le 
Haut-Canada cherche a retenir le siége du gouvernement lorsqu'il l'aura, parce 
que l'intérét des deux sections étant le méme, chacune concourra au maintien du 
systéme actuel. Il pense que l'offre des membres du district de Montréal n'est 
qu'une leurre, car si on décide la permanence du siége du gouvernement en faveur 
de Québec, la force des choses le raménera a Montréal, parce que c'est la seule 
place ot il puisse étre fixé permanent. I1 pense que l'intérét général du pays 
exige la (sic) maintien du systéme alternatif, et c'est ; pour .céla, du.il.votera 
en faveur de la motion de l'hon. membre pour Lambton, et contre toute motion 
tendant a établir le systéme permanent.81 


MR. PAPIN dit que la discussion dure déja depuis si long-tems que tous les 
arguments semblent é6tre épuisés, mais cependant il ne peut y avoir trop de 
discussion sur une question aussi importante, et par conséquent il se permettra 
quelques remarques. 

Les membres du district de Québec lui semblent avoir pris une position 
extraordinaire sur cette question, et quand leurs électeurs verront leurs votes, 
ils en seront trés désappointés,--car on a dti promettre sur les hustings de 
travailler dans l'intérét général du pays, en méme temps que dans l'intérét du 
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district de Québec, et la position prise ce soir par ces membres est en contra- 
diction directe avec leurs promesses, car ils se déclarent en faveur du systéme 
alternatif en disant qu'il entraine beaucoup d'inconvénients.--Il s'étonne que 
le gouvernement n'ait pas fait de cette question une question ministérielle, car 
un gouvernement aussi fort--au moins par le nombre--que celui que nous avons 
aujourd'hui, aurait di avoir une opinion sur une question aussi importante. Au 
lieu de cela on voit la moitié des ministres fulminer contre le systéme actuel, 
tandis que l'autre moitié le préconise. Une administration qui ne peut pas 
faire du siége ... du gouvernement une question ministérielle,--comme la chose 
s'est faite en 1843, lorsqu'il a été transporté de Montréal 4a Kingston,--est 
moralement faible, quelle que forte qu'elle puisse @6tre par le nombre de ses 
adhérents. (Ecoutez! écoutez!) Les raisons qui ont été données en faveur de la 
permanence sont tellement fortes que personne n'a pu les réfuter; il se conten- 
tera donc de renverser les objections frivoles de ceux qui préchent l'ambulance. 

On dit d'abord qu'il y a eu un compromis en 1849 entre les membres du 
parlement d'alors. Mais ce compromis doit-il décider a toujours des destinées 
du gouvernement? I1 serait inconséquent et absurde de le prétendre; pour faire 
un compromis de cette sorte, pour prendre un engagement comme celui-la, il faut 
en avoir le droit; et les représentants d'alors avaient-ils le droit d'engager 
l'avenir du Canada sur cette question d'une maniére irrémédiable? DiS esini-e. 
Et combien y a-t-il de membres qui ont pris cet engagement? I1 y en a 34 contre 
29, ce qui fait une majorité de 5. Le Bas-Canada doit-il se croire lié a jamais 
par un tel vote, lorsque ce vote a été donné dans des circonstances tout-a-fait 
exceptionnelles, sous l'influence d'une terreur panique? Et sur ces 34 membres 
qui ont pris alors cet engagement, combien y en a-t-il aujourd'hui dans la 
chambre? il en compte 8 du Bas-Canada et 2 du Haut, 82 Messrs. Merritt, and 
Fergusson83 et sur les 8 du Bas-Canada il y en a un (l'hon. membre pour Nicolet) 
qui est en faveur de la permanence. La chambre ne doit donc pas se considérer 
comme liée envers qui que ce soit. On parle de foi donnée envers Toronto, et 
cependant lorsque le parlement était dans cette ville, les deux représentants de 
Toronto ont proposé de le garder, malgré la foi qu'on invoque tant aujourd'hui. 
Aprés un fait comme celui-la, qu'on s'y fie de nouveau si l'on veut. 

Les membres du district de Québec ont pris sur cette question une position 
qu'il (M. P.) n'envie pas, en refusant de voter pour établir le siége du gouver- 
nement d'une maniére permanente a Québec, lorsque les membres du district de 
Montréal le leur ont offert. Ce n'est pas 1a consulter les intéréts de Québec, 
et il est certain que leurs constituants les désapprouveront d'avoir laissé 
partir le gouvernement pour Toronto, d'ot il ne reviendra pas, quand ils pou- 
vaient le retenir a Québec. Et qu'est-ce qui les engage 4a trahir ainsi les 
intéréts de leur district et du Bas-Canada? G'est la peur de voir G¢tablir le 
siége du gouvernement a Montréal, c'est une mesquine jalousie de localité! Ils 
disent qu'ils ne veulent pas se fier aux promesses des membres du district de 
Montréal, tandis qu'ils se fient 4 des engagemens que ne prennent pas les 
membres du Haut-—Canada! Ils ne comprennent pas qu'on puisse avoir assez de 
patriotisme pour sacrifier l'intérét de Montréal a4 celui du pays. Eh bien! il 
va leur dire pourquoi les membres du district de Montréal veulent voter en 
faveur de Québec. Ce n'est pas qu'ils ne préféreraient avoir le siége du 
gouvernement a Montréal; au contraire, tous leurs intéréts les engageraient a 
désirer l'avoir pour Montréal;--mais c'est qu'ils voient que la chose serait 
impossible, et par conséquent ils aiment mieux le voir établir A Québec qu'a 
Toronto, car ils sont certains qu'il sera fixé d'une maniére permanente quelque 
part, et que si ce n'est pas a Québec ce sera a Toronto. Il lui semble qu'on 
devrait comprendre cela. 
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Il avertit les membres du district de Québec que s'ils votent contre la 
permanence a Québec, ils ne posséderont plus le siége du gouvernement, car pour 
lui il votera en faveur de la permanence n'importe ot on le proposera, plutét 
que de conserver le systéme actuel, et les électeurs du district de Québec 
auront a remercier leurs mandataires de la perte du siége du gouvernement.94 


MR. POULIOT se prononce en faveur du systéme alternatif, parce qu'il le 
trouve juste et qu'il se méfie des promesses des membres du district de 
Montréal.82 We had a right to do justice to Upper Canada, and keep our agree- 
ment with them, to have the seat of Government every four years in Toronto and 
Quebec. The hon. gentleman referred to the statute in which this agreement was 
recognized, and £60,000 agreed to be expended for Parliament buildings in Upper 
Canada, and in reciting it recited from another book before him a statute to 
incorporate a certain Bank, which caused roars of laughter.86 Il défend 1l'hon. 
Commissaire des Terres contre les attaques du membre pour St. Maurice (M. Tur- 
cotte,) et dit qu'on ne voit jamais de telles attaques venir contre les minis- 
tres que de la part des membres de l'opposition; il n'y a qu'un de leurs amis 
qui pouvait parler d'une maniére aussi brutale. I1 doit rendre aux membres de 
l'opposition la justice de dire qu'ils donnent aux ministériels l'exemple de la 
politesse, de la courtoisie et de la décence dans la discussion.8/ 


MR. THIBAUDEAU (de Portneuf) réclame contre les injures et la boue lancées 
contre les membres du district de Montréal par le membre pour Dorchester 
(M. Pouliot.) en, disant, qu'ils étaient de mauvaise, fol ev. quiilssyoulaient 
tendre un piége aux membres du district de Québec, lorsqu'ils ont offert de 
fixer le siége du gouvernement a Québec. Pour lui, il croit qu'ils ont assez de 
patriotisme pour désirer fixer le siége du gouvernement a4 Québec plut6t que dans 
le Haut-Canada. I1 est faché d'étre seul de son district a voter en faveur de 
Québec, et il demande s'il convient au membre pour Dorchester de douter de la 
sincérité des membres du district de Montréal, aprés les déclarations qu'ils ont 
faites, quand il est disposé a croire a celle du membre pour Lambton (M. Brown)? 
Il ne peut comprendre cela. En votant en faveur de Québec, les membres de ce 
district sont certains d'emporter la motion, et pourtant ils ne veulent pas le 
faire, parce qu'ils ont peur d'aller a Montréal dans quelques années. Est-ce 
qu'ils ne savent pas qu'en fixant le siége du parlement a Québec, on sera obligé 
de faire des dépenses considérables pour les batisses? et est-il raisonnable de 
croire que pour le plaisir de jouer un mauvais tour a Québec, les membres du 
district de Montréal voudront faire perdre a la province toutes les dépenses qui 
auront été faites pour cet objet? Le membre pour Northumberland a dit que quand 
le parlement serait a Toronto il y resterait, et personne du Haut-Canada ne l'‘a 
contredit; pourquoi donc plus se fier aux membres du Haut-Canada qu'a ceux du 
district de Montréa1?88 


MR. RANKIN considered that this important question should be taken up by the 
government. No member could adduce one single cogent argument against the 
necessity of a permanent seat of government, and every hon. member who cried out 
for Quebec and Toronto alternately did so from interested motives. If we went 
to Toronto, the argument then would be that we were not treating Quebec fairly 
if we did not come back for four years more, and so on successively without end. 
If we go to Toronto, let it be permanently or wherever else we go to. But he 
would prefer staying where we were, [as] Quebec was the most fitting place, and 
he would vote for it. If Quebec failed he would go for Bytown, and if Bytown 
failed he would vote for Toronto.89 
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MR. LABERGE dit que la premiére question qui se présente est celle de savoir 
si on doit fixer le siége du gouvernement, et il ne comprend pas qu'il ‘Vimadat 
deux opinions 1la-dessus, tant les inconvénients du systéme alternatif ou 
d'alternation, ou d'ambulance,--car il n'y a pas méme de mot dans la langue 


franc¢aise pour désigner un systéme aussi absurde,--sont évidents! Il ne 
' . . s . . 

comprend pas qu on puisse dire sérieusement que ce n'est qu'une question de 

localité, comme le commissaire des Terres l'a dit hier soir. Le membre pour 


Québec, lui, a dit que ce n'était pas seulement une question de localité, mais 
qu'il fallait maintenir le systéme actuel pour conserver l'Union des deux 
provinces. 

Eh bien! il n'y a pas besoin de longs argumens pour renverser ces raisonne- 
mens.--Depuis longtemps le systéme actuel est jugé, et il est clair que c'est 
une absurdité de faire voyager ainsi le gouvernement du pays, de le voir s'en 
aller sous le bras d'un gouverneur qui se proméne. Ce systéme est dangereux 
pour les archives du pays, et déja on en a perdu durant ces transports du 
gouvernement d'un bout du pays a l'autre. Le ridicule de ce systéme saute aux 
yeux, et il défie ceux qui se déclarent en faveur de l'ambulance, de dire qu'ils 
le croient meilleur, car toutes leurs raisons sont futiles.--Les uns disent 
qu ils sont liés par leur parole, et les autres disent qu'ilse Le sont, par 
l'intérét de leur clocher;--voila les magnifiques raisons qu'on donne en faveur 
du systéme actuel? Comme ces raisons ont été réfutées d'une maniére victorieuse 
par les membres de Laprairie et de 1'Assomption, il ne s'y attachera pas, mais 
il laisse aux membres du district de Québec de voter contre Québec, et il attend 
la l’opinion publique du district s'il y en a une. 

Il ne rapetissera pas la question jusqu'a dire que ce n'est qu'une question 
de localité, mais il veut la discuter sur son véritable terrain. La seule 
question a discuter est celle de la liberté d'agir chez les membres, en fixant 
le siége du gouvernement dans l'une des deux provinces. En le fixant dans 
n'importe quelle localité du Bas-Canada, les membres du Haut trouveront toujours 
des opinions conformes aux leurs, des personnes parlant leur langue, pratiquant 
leur religion, et sympathisant avec eux; mais en le fixant dans le Haut-Canada, 
les membres du Bas rencontreront-ils la méme chose? pourront-ils parler libre- 
ment leur langue dans la chambre, pourront-ils librement exprimer leur opinion 
sur tous les sujets, rencontreront-ils des sympathies dans la population? Tal 
affirme que non, et la chose a été prouvée lorsque le parlement était a Toronto. 
Ici les membres du Haut-Canada ne parlent jamais francais, et trés souvent les 
membres canadiens parlent en anglais pour leur mieux faire comprendre les 
questions,--ils n'éprouvent donc aucun inconvénient sous ce rapport, mais en 
sera-t-il de méme pour les membres du Bas-Canada lorsqu'ils seront a Toronto par 
exemple? JI1 est certain du contraire. I1 prie donc les membres du district de 
Québec d'y bien réfléchir avant de retirer cette derniére planche de salut 4a la 
langue francaise, car si le gouvernement se rend a Toronto, il y restera 
certainement. 29 


DR. T. FORTIER (de Nicolet) se prononce pour la permanence. ?! 


MR. LARWILL rose to speak, and on being interrrupted, ordered the page to 
bring him a glass of beer. He said that the debate had been conducted on 
scientific principles; Phrenology is a science, and many of our members are 
actuated by the organ of caution. Many are afraid of fire, some of foreign 
invasion.--Others are actuated by the organ of acquisitiveness, and have their 
selfish intents. (Great noise.) Make all the noise in the world; you can't put 
me down; my occupation in life has been a noisy one. 


2427 


He was surprised at the honorable members. No man in the House could give 
more annoyance than he could, but he was a peace-maker, and it is said "blessed 
are the peace-makers.’ There were some people who were actuated by the organ of 
locality, and such men in this House were for some pet little spot. Men of 
expanded ideas--(Interruption.) I shall come to the order of amativeness imme- 
diately, the ladies may be seated. (Interruption.) Mr. Speaker--The House has 
always paid particular deference to me. Now looking at the matter as a sensible 
man. (Laughter.) The country was on the eve of important changes. Thought 
that Upper Canada, from its growing population, would soon be separated. Lower 
Canadians must select a location for themselves.?2 


Mr. Hartman's amendment was negatived?>. 


(739) 

And the Question being put, That the words "and that in accordance wtth that 
arrangement the Publte Departments should be removed to Toronto in 1855" be 
added at the end of the proposed Amendment to the Original Questton; the House 
divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Btggar, Brown, Burton, Cameron, Casault, Cauchon, 
Cayley, Chapats, Chisholm, Christie, Clarke, Cook, Crawford, Daly, Delong, 


Dionne, Fergusson, Foley, Octave C. Fortier, Fournter, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, 


Hartman, Hineks, Jackson, Larwill, Lumsden, Macbeth, Mackenzie, Sir A.N. MacNab, 











NAYS. 
Messteurs Bell, Bellingham, Bourassa, Brodeur, Cartier, Chabot, Chauveau, 
Church, Cooke, Charles Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, Desaulniers, DeWttt, 
Jean B.E. Dorion, Antoine A. Dorion, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, 


Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, Thomas Fortter, Galt, Gill, Guévremont, Holton, Jobin, 

















Macdonald, MeCann, Marchildon, Masson, Mattice, Meagher, Mongenats, Murney, 
Papin, Patrick, Poulin, Powell, Prévost, Rankin, Rhodes, Sanborn, Shaw, 
Solicitor General Smith, Somerville, Terrill, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Valois, 
Whttney, Yetlding, and Young.--(61.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

And the Question being again proposed on the Amendment which was proposed to 
be made to the Questton, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor General, representing to His Excellency that, in the optnton of 
this House, the ttme has arrived when a different and much more satisfactory 
arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening Parltament, than at 
present exists: That the present system of alternate Parltament ts ineonststent 


(740) 
wtth a proper regard to the economical expenditure of public money, uncalled for 
by the necessities of the country, injurtous to the preservation and methodical 
arrangement of the Publie Archives and Library, and productive of great incon- 
ventence and injustice to permanent Officers in the Public Departments; and that 
the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place selected for the assembling 
of Parltament, suited, as far as possible, to the convenience of all sections of 
the Province; and whtch proposed Amendment was, That all the words after "That" 
to the end of the Question be left out, and the words "it is itnexpedient to 
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interfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat of Government adopted by 
this House in 1849, and re-affirmed tn 1851" inserted instead thereof; 
And a Debate arising thereupon; 


MR. LORANGER.--I move that the House do now adjourn. 24 
MR. HINCKS.--Yes! Yes!2° 


Mr. Loranger's friends, seeing that the proposition for adjournment, was 
welcomed by the other party, surrounded him, and induced him to withdraw his 
motion. 26 


(740) 

Mr. Gamble moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Cameron, and the Questton 
being put, That the Debate be adjourned until Monday next, and be then the first 
Order of the day:--It passed in the Negative. 

And the Question being again proposed on the Amendment which was proposed to 
be made to the Question, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor General, representing to Hts Excellency that, in the opinion of 
this House, the time has arrived when a different and much more satisfactory 
arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening Parliament, than at 
present exists: That the present system of alternate Parliaments is tnconsts- 
tent with a proper regard to the economical expenditure of public money, un- 
called for by the necessities of the country, injurtous to the preservation and 
methodical arrangement of the Public Archives and Library, and productive of 
great inconvenience and injustice to permanent Officers in the Publte Depart- 
ments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place selected for 
the assembling of Parliament, suited, as far as posstble, to the conventence of 
all sections of the Province; and which proposed Amendment was, That allt the 
words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, and the words "tt ts 
inexpedient to interfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat of Govern- 
ment adopted by this House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted instead 
thereof ; 


MR. RANKIN moved that the following words be added to the original motion of 
Mr. Patrick, "that in the opinion of this House it is expedient that Quebec 
should continue to be the seat of Government till suitable arrangements can be 
completed at such place as shall now be decided upon as the future permanent 
seat of Government of this Province."9/ He explained that the perambulating 
system could not be maintained, and nothing but the most selfish motives, (cries 
of question.) 98 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER, on being appealed to, decided that Mr. Rankin's 
motion was out of order.?9 


The honorable mover then placed it in the hands of honorable MRS adiesr 
MACDONALD (Glengarry) who put it in a presentable shape, by making it an amend- 
ment to Mr. Brown's amendment, and in that form it was received by the 
speaker. 100 


MR. BROWN, pointed out that the effect of this motion would be a gross 
breach of faith with Upper Canada. (Loud cries of hear, hear!0l--question, 
question.) 102 If by any possibility it were carried, themnesult would) bere 


ceived with the utmost indignation throughout Upper Canada. It certainly was 
the most extraordinary proposition to which he had ever listened, and the more 
extraordinary that it came from a representative of Upper Canada. (Loud cries 


of hear, hear.) After the seat of Government had been ten years in Lower Canada 


2429 


and only four in U. Canada since the union, and when the time had at last come 
round to remove it once more to Upper Canada in terms of a solemn act of Parlia- 
ment and frequent resolution of the House--that this should be the time chosen 
to attempt to perpetrate such a gross breach of faith was too monstrous for 
belief. (Hear, hear.) If the gentlemen from the district of Quebec accepted 
this motion, they would be guilty of a degree of treachery, which it would be 
hard to find terms to characterize. (Hear, hear.)!03 


MR. RANKIN rose to speak again. (Order!) He said he wished to reply to a 
personal attack made on him by the member for Lambton. !04 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER.--I did not hear the member for Lambton make any 
remarks which call for a personal explanation. (Hear, hear.)!05 


MR. HARTMAN thought he had a right to make a few remarks. Desired a little 
attention. Had listened to several speeches!06 [OR] eloquent speeches!l07 
against the motion. Whether their remarks had changed the vote or no, he could 
not tell. But he would now call attention to the want of faith [which] had been 
exhibited.108 [He] expressed his strong indignation at the conduct of the 
member for Glengarry (Mr. Macdonald) who had been the loudest of any man in 
stating his determination to go back to Toronto for four years, and now actually 
drew up the resolution for keeping the seat of Government in Quebec. 109 He had 
now played this trick. Thought there was sufficient integrity in this House, 
(cries of question and order.)110 


MR. J.S. MACDONALD repelled the charge of trickery.!11 [He] replied with 
equal warmth, characterizing the speech of Mr. Hartman as ebullition of wounded 
vanity, on account of his own amendment having failed, by which he had hoped to 
have attained the honour of carrying the seat of Government to Toronto.!!2 He 
could understand and excuse the trick of Mr. Hartman who wanted to break up the 
union, and had boasted at a public dinner that he would bring the Parliament to 
Toronto.!!3 He warned the gentlemen from the Quebec District that if the Gov- 
ernment went up to Toronto, they would never find their way down here again.!14 


MR. GAMBLE did not think the time had arrived for fixing a permanent seat of 
Government, especially flor] the view of a Federal Union of the British American 
Provinces, in which case money appropriated to public buildings in either sec- 
tion of the Province would not be thrown away. For one he was quite prepared to 
carry out the existing system in good faith with Lower Canada, and was quite 
willing to vote what might be necessary for putting the Parliament buildings in 
Quebec in a proper state.l15 [He] assured the member for Glengary that the 
people of Upper Canada had no intention of breaking up the union, !16 


MR. CAMERON spoke to the same effect, declaring that it was his own desire, 
and, he was sure that of his constituents also that good faith should be kept 
with Lower Canada.!1!7 


MR. MACKENZIE asked the members for Toronto, how they could be so foolish as 
to vote for going to Quebec, and the answer was that an arrangement had been 
entered into to that effect,.!18 [He] insisted that good faith should be kept 
with Upper Canada.1!9 He alluded to the double provincial composition of the 
ministry, and contended that there ought to be equality in other matters.!20 [¢ 
anything could lead to a dissolution of the union, it was such unfairness as was 
sought to be perpetrated to-night. (Hear, hear.) /21 He had intended to agitate 
Upper Canada for a repeal of the Union, but thought it prudent to wait a little. 
The vote of to-night would hasten that agitation.!22 
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MR. CHAUVEAU (member for the county of Quebec) said he had voted against 
Mr. Hartman's amendment, because he thought it unnecessary. But as to keeping 
faith with Upper Canada, he had never had a moment of GoOuUbE vasieeo: hat. (Loud 
cries of Hear, hear.) He should therefore vote against Mr. Rankin's amendment, 
(Hear, hear,) and support that of Mr. Brown.!23 


MR. LORANGER.--The member for the county of Quebec says he won't break faith 
with Upper Canada. Is he satisfied that Upper Canada won't break faith with 
him? Is he satisfied that, if the seat of Government now goes to Toronto, it 
will not in the course of three or four years be permanently fixed in Upper 
Canada?!24 The absurdity of the perambulating system would show itself, and 
public opinion would force their representatives to break faith,.!25 


MR. MERRITT said the hon. gentleman who had first spoken had repeated eight 
or ten times that Upper Canada would break faith with Quebec. What ground had 
he for making such a statement? Was it not the case that on a former occasion, 
when Parliament had only lasted for two years in Toronto, and when a proposal 
was made to keep it there till the expiry of four years--was it not the fact 
that the representatives of Upper Canada insisted that good faith should be kept 
with Lower Canada, and voted that Parliament should keep down to Quebec? (Hear, 
hear.) The best proof that good faith would be kept by Upper Canada was that 
good faith had been kept. But he would tell hon. members that, if they now 
broke faith with Upper Canada by carrying Mr. Rankin's amendment there was an 
end es dependance being placed in the public men of this country. (Hear, 
hear.) 


MR. SOL. GEN. H. SMITH rose as an Upper Canadian to protest against this 
assertion of breaking faith. Abolish the perambulating system and you break the 
Union. The City of Toronto is not Upper Canada. Take the City of Kingston for 
instance, and speak of the faith of a country. Was not the legislature hurried 
out of Lower Canada, a movement of which he never approved? Upper Canada mem- 
bers, or rather Toronto, talked of breaking faith, 127 what did those members do 
with regard to an appropriation for public buildings at Quebec? He was in favor 
of a permanent place. (Cries of where?) He would name that good place built by 
that good Governor, Count Frontenac.!28 


MR. PRES. EX. COUN. MACNAB could see no good reason for his honorable 
colleague in his regard for Kingston, speaking so slightly of Toronto.--Upper 
Canada, he would unhesitatingly assert, would do no such disgraceful thing as 
break faith with Lower Canada. People were not so much afraid of Government 
going to Toronto as of its staying there after it had gone.--What proof was to 
justify such a supposition?!29 


MR. A. DORION thought the people of Upper Canada could not pledge them- 
selves to anything. A law might be repealed at any time. A simple resolution 
of the House was surely not more binding than the Act of Parliament. The 
division to bring down the Parliament to Lower Canada was only 12 to 14, a 
majority of only 21130 


MR. WILSON said that faith could not be broken, for it could not be broken 
without the aid of the Lower Canadian members themselves. This cry of want [of] 
faith would only enable the middlemen of Montreal and Kingston to gain their 

F i Syl 
POwMity. 


MR. POWELL ridiculed the prevention of "good faith." Good faith, aye faith, 
Kingston lost the seat of government.!32 
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MR. BROWN said that member for Carleton knew nothing [about] what he or the 
Globe would do,!33 


MR. BELLINGHAM.--In explaining the good faith spoken of said he did not 
believe in it.--He would vote for permanent Parliaments.!34 


MR. POST. GEN. SPENCE considered there was a higher question than the mere 
motion before the House to be considered, the union of the Province.!3 


DR. ROLPH urged the faith of the country pledged to Upper Canada, and 
contended it should be carried out.!3 


Mr. Rankin's motion was then put.!37 


(740) 

Mr. Rankin moved in amendment to the satd proposed Amendment, seconded by 
Mr. Bellingham, That all the words "it is inexpedient to interfere wtth the 
arrangement tn regard to the Seat of Government adopted by thts House tin 1849, 
and re-afftrmedvin 185T" be Left out, “and the words “in the opinion of) thie 
House, tt ts expedtent that Quebec should continue to be the Seat of Government 
till suttable arrangements can be completed at such place as shall now be 
dectded upon as the future permanent Seat of the Government of thts Province" 
inserted instead thereof; 

And the Question being put on the satd Amendment; the House divided: and 
the names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


VAS 
Messieurs Bellingham, Bourassa, Brodeur, Cartter, Charles Daoust, Jean B. 


Daoust, Darche, Desaulnters’, DeWitt, Jean BoE. Dorton, Antotner Ay Dorion, 











Mongenats, Paptn, Poulin, Powell, Prévost, Rankin, Sanborn, Solicitor General 
Smith, Somerville, Terrill, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Valois, Whitney, Yeilding, and 


Young <= (a0% } 





G74 Ip) 
NAYS. 

Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Bell, Btggar, Blanchet, Brown, Burton, Cameron, 
Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chapais, Chauveau, Christte, Chisholm, Church, 
Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Delong, Dionne, Fergusson, Foley, 
Octave C. Fortier, Fournter, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, Hartman, Hineks, Jackson, 


Langton, Larwill, Lemieux, Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, 
Mackenate, Sir A.N. MacNab, Matheson, Merritt, Joseph C. Morrtson, Angus 
Morrtson, Munro, Murney, Niles, O'Farrell, Patrick, Polette, Pouliot, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Roblin, Rolph, Soltettor General Ross, James Ross, Scatcherd, Shaw, 
Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, Wilson, and Wright.--(67.) ‘Viiwe 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

And the Question being again proposed on the Amendment which was proposed to 
be made to the Question, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor General, representing to Hts Excellency that, in the opinion of 
this House, the time has arrived when a different and much more satisfactory 
arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening Parltament, than at 
present exists: That the present system of alternate Parltaments ts inconsis- 
tent with a proper regard to the economical expenditure of public money, un- 
called for by the necessities of the country, injurious to the preservation and 
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methodical arrangement of the Public Archives and Library, and productive of 
great tnconventence and injustice to permanent Officers in the Public Depart- 
ments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place selected for 
the assembling of Parliament, suited, as far as possible, to the convenience of 
all sections of the Province; and which proposed Amendment was, That all the 
words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, and the words "it ts 
tnexpedient to interfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat of Govern- 
ment adopted by this House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted instead 
thereof; 

The Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond moved in amendment to the satd 
proposed Amendment, seconded by Mr. Langton, That the words "in so far as it 
regards the place where the next four Sessions of the Legislature shall be held; 
but tt ts the opinion of this House that a proper place should, without further 
delay, be selected, where appropriate buildings may be erected for the permanent 
use of the Members of the Legislature and of the Officers connected with the 
vartous Departments of the Civil Government, after the expiration of four years 
from the time when the removal of the Government Offices from the City of Quebec 
shall take place" be added to the end thereof; 

And the Question being put, That those words be there added; the House 
divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


(741-742) 
YHAS. 

Messteurs Bell, Bellingham, Bourassa, Brodeur, Cartier, Cooke, Charles 
Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, DeWitt, Antoine A. Dorion, Attorney General 
Drummond, Egan, Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, Galt, Guévremont, Holton, Jobin, 
Langton, Laporte, LeBouttllter, Lyon, John S. Macdonald, McCann, Marchtitdon, 
Matttce, Meagher, Mongenats, Murney, Patrick, Poulin, Powell, Prévost, Rankin, 


Sanborn, Shaw, Somerville, Terrill, Whitney, Yetlding, and Young.--(43.) 
(742) 














NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Biggar, Blanchet, Brown, Burton, Cameron, Casault, 


Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chapats, Chauveau, Chisholm, Christte, Church, Clarke, 


Cook, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Delong, Desaulniers, Dionne, Jean B.E. Dorton, 
Dostaler, Fergusson, Foley, Thomas Fortier, Octave C. Fortier, Fournier, Frazer, 











Loranger, Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Mackenzie, Sir A.N. 
MacNab, Matheson, Merritt, Joseph C. Morrtson, Angus Morrison, Munro, Niles, 


O'Farrell, Papin, Polette, Pouliot, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Rolph, Soltcttor 
General Ross, James Ross, Scatcherd, Solicitor General Smith, Southwick, Spence, 
Stevenson, Thibaudeau, Turcotte, Valots, Wilson, and Wrtght.--(73.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

And the Question being again proposed on the Amendment which was proposed to 
be made to the Questton, That an humble Address be presented to Hts Excellency 
the Governor General, representing to His Excellency that, in the opinton of 
thts House, the time has arrived when a different and much more satisfactory 
arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening Parltament, than at 
present extsts: That the present system of alternate Parltaments is inconsis- 
tent wtth a proper regard to the economtcal expenditure of publte money, wun- 
called for by the necessities of the country, injurtous to the preservation and 


methodical arrangement of the Public Archives and Ltbrary, and productive of 
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great tnconventence and injustice to permanent Officers in the Public Depart- 
ments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place selected for 
the assembling of Parltament, sutted, as far as posstble, to the convenience of 
all secttons of the Province; and which proposed Amendment was, That all the 
words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, and the words "it is 
tnexpedtent to tnterfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat of Govern- 
ment adopted by this House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted instead 
thereof; 

Mr. Papin moved in amendment to the satd proposed Amendment, seconded by 
Mr. Valois, That all the words "tt ts tnexpedtent to tnterfere wtth the arrange- 
ment in regard to the Seat of Government adopted by this House in 1849, and re- 
affirmed in 1851" be left out, and the words "the Seat of Government be perma- 
nently ftxed at the City of Quebec" inserted tnstead thereof; 

And the Questton being put on the said Amendment; the House divided: and 
the names being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


(742-743) 
YEAS. 

Messteurs Bourassa, Brodeur, Cartter, Charles Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, 
Desaulnters, DeWitt, Jean B.E. Dorion, Antoine A. Dorion, Dostaler, Attorney 
General Drummond, Egan, Felton, Thomas Fortier, Galt, Gill, Guévremont, Jobin, 
Laberge, Laporte, LeBoutillier, Loranger, John S. Macdonald, Marchildon, Masson, 


Mattice, Meagher, Mongenats, Papin, Poulin, Powell, Prévost, Rankin, Sanborn, 











NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Bell, Biggar, Blanchet, Brown, Burton, Cameron, 


Casault, Cauechon, Cayley, Chabot, Chapais, Chauveau, Chtsholm, Christte, Church, 
Clarke, Cooke, Cook, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Delong, Dionne, Fergusson, Ferres, 
Ferrie, Foley, Octave C, Fortier, Fournier, Frazer, Gamble, Could, Hartman, 


Hineks, Holton, Jackson, Langton, Larwill, Lemieux, Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney 
General Maedonald, Mackenzie, Sir A.N. MacNab, McCann, Matheson, Merritt, 
Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Munro, Murney, Niles, O'Farrell, Patrick, 
Polette, Pouliot, Rhodes, Robinson, Roblin, Rolph, Solicttor General Ross, James 
Ross, Secatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor General Smith, Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, 
Wilson, and Wrtght.--(72.) 

So tt passed in the Negative. 

And the Questton being again proposed on the Amendment which was proposed to 
be made to the Question, That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor General, representing to His Excellency that, in the opitnton of 
this House, the time has arrived when a different and much more satisfactory 
arrangement may be made as regards the place of convening Parltament, than at 
present extsts: That the present system of alternate Parliaments is inconsis- 
tent wtth a proper regard to the economical expenditure of publite money, un- 
called for by the necesstttes of the country, injurious to the preservation and 
methodical arrangement of the Public Arehives and Library, and productive of 
great ineconventence and injusttce to permanent Officers in the Public Depart- 
ments; and that the same ought to be changed, and a permanent place selected for 
the assembling of Parltament, sutted, as far as possible, to the conventence of 
all sections of the Province; and which proposed Amendment was, That all the 
words after "That" to the end of the Question be left out, andthe words "it is 
inexpedtent to interfere wtth the arrangement in regard to the Seat of Govern- 









































2434 


ment adopted by this House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851" inserted instead 
thereof; 

The Honorable John Sandfield Macdonald moved in amendment to the said pro- 
posed Amendment, seconded by Mr. Poulin, That all the words after "inexpedient" 
to the end of the Question be left out, and the words "to express any opinion on 
the question of the permanent Seat of Government, unttl after the appropriation 
shall have been voted for the Parliament Butldings in Toronto" inserted instead 
thereof; 

And the Question being put on the satd Amendment:--It passed in the 
Negative. 

And the Question being put on the Amendment to the Original Question; the 


House divided: and the names being called for, they were taken down, as 
follow: -- 


(744) 
YEAS. 





Fournter, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, Hartman, Hineks, Jackson, Larwtll, Lemieux, 
Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Mackenzte, Sir A.N. MacNab, 
Matheson, Merritt, Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Munro, Murney, Niles, 











Ross, James Ross, Scatcherd, Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, Wilson, and Wright. 
--(61.) 2S een era eee, 








NAYS. 
Messteurs Bell, Bellingham, Bourassa, Brodeur, Cartier, Cooke, Charles 
Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, Desaulniers, DeWitt, Jean B.E. Dorton, 
Antoine A. Dorton, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, Felton, Ferres, 


Ferrie, Thomas Fortier, Galt, Gill, Guévremont, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, Langton, 

















Meagher, Mongenats, Papin, Patrick, Poulin, Powell, Prévost, Rankin, Sanborn, 
Shaw, Soltettor General Smith, Somerville, Terrill, Thtbaudeau, Turcotte, 
Valois, Whitney, Yetlding, and Young.--(54.) 

So it was resolved in the Affirmative. 138 

Then the main Question, so amended, being proposed, That it ts tnexpedtent 
to interfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat of Government adopted by 
thts House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851; 

Mr. Holton moved, seconded by Mr. Papin, and the Question being put, That 
thts House do now adjourn; the House divided: and the names being called for, 
they were taken down, as follow:-- 














YRAS'. 
Messteurs Bourassa, Brodeur, Charles Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, 
Desaulniers, DeWitt, Antoine A. Dorion, Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, 
Egan, Ferres, Thomas Fortter, Gill, Guévremont, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, Laporte, 


Loranger, Lyon, McCann, Marchildon, Masson, Matttce, Mongenats, Papin, Poulin, 


Prévost, Rankin, Sanborn, Somerville, Thtbaudeau, Turcotte, Valots, Whitney, 











Vervaing,« and “Young: =-(66:) 


(744-745) 
NAYS. 
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Chrtstte, Chureh, Clarke, Cook, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Detong,, Dionne, 
Jean B.E. Dorton, Fergusson, Ferrte, Foley, Octave C. Fortier, Fournter, Frazer, 
Gamble, Gould, Hartman, Hineks, Jackson, Langton, Larwill, Lemteux, Lumsden, 
Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Mackenate, Str A.N. MacNab, Matheson, 
Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Munro, Murney, Niles, O'Farrell, Polette, 
Poultot, Robinson, Roblin, Rolph, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Scatcherd, 
Shaw, Soltettor General Smith, Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, Wilson, and 
Wright. --(68.) 
So tt passed tn the Negative. 


(745) 
And the matn Question, so amended, betng again proposed; 
And a Debate arising thereupon; 
Mr. Lyon moved, seconded by Mr. Rankin, and the Questton betng put, That the 
Debate be adjourned for one week; the House divided: and the names being called 
for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 

Messteurs Bell, Bourassa, Brodeur, Charles Daoust, Jean B. Daoust, Darche, 
DeWitt, Jean BB. DeEiom: Dostaler, Attorney General Drummond, Egan, Felton, 
Ferres, Thomas Fortier, Guévremont, Holton, Jobin, Laberge, Laporte, Loranger, 
Lyon, MeCann, Marchildon, Masson, Mattice, Mongenais, Papin, Poulin, Prévost, 
Rankin, Sanborn, Terrill, Thibaudeau, Valois, Whitney, Yeilding, an and Young.-- 


(Sived 





















































NAYS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Biggar, Blanchet, Brown, Burton, Cameron, Cartter, 


Casault, Cauchon, Cayley, Chabot, Chapats, Chauveau, Christte, Chisholm, Church, 


Clarke, Cook, Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Delong, Dionne, Fergusson, Ferrie, Foley, 
Octave C. Fortier, Fournier, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, Hartman, Jackson, Larwiltl, 
Lemieux, Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Str A.N. MacNab, Matheson, 
Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Munro, Murney, Niles, O'Farrell, Robinson, 
Roblin, Rolph, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Scatcherd, Shaw, Solicitor 
General Smtth, Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, Wilson, and Wrtght.--(60.) 

So it passed in the Negative. 

And the matin Question, so amended, being again proposed; 

Mr. Masson moved, seconded by Mr. Thomas Fortter, and the Questton being put, 
That thts House do now adjourn:--It passed in the Negative. 

Then the main Question, so amended, being put, That tt ts inexpedtent to 


tnterfere with the arrangement in regard to the Seat of Government adopted by 


(746) 
thts House in 1849, and re-affirmed in 1851; the House divided: and the names 
being called for, they were taken down, as follow:-- 


YEAS. 
Messteurs Atkins, Alleyn, Biggar, Blanchet, Brown, Burton, Cameron, Casault, 


Cayley, Chabot, Chapats, Chauveau, Chisholm, Christte, Church, Clarke, Cook, 
Crawford, Crysler, Daly, Delong, Dtonne, Fergusson, Foley, Octave C. Fortier, 
Fournier, Frazer, Gamble, Gould, Hartman, Hincks, Jackson, Larwill, Lemieux, 
Lumsden, Macbeth, Attorney General Macdonald, Mackenzie, Sir A.N. MacNab, 
Matheson, Joseph C. Morrison, Angus Morrison, Munro, Murney, Niles, O'Farrell, 
Pouliot, Robinson, Roblin, Rolph, Solicitor General Ross, James Ross, Scatcherd, 


Southwick, Spence, Stevenson, Wilson, and Wright.--(58.) 
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NAYS. 
Messieurs Bell, Bourassa, Brodeur, Cartier, Cooke, Charles Daoust, Jean B. 





Laberge, Laporte, Loranger, Lyon, McCann, Marchildon, Masson, Mattice, 
Mongenats, Papin, Poulin, Rankin, Sanborn, Shaw, Soltcttor General Smith, 
Somerville, Terrill, Thibaudeau, Valois, Whitney, and Young.--(40.) 


So tt was resolved tn the Affirmative. 


Drummond, Felton, Ferres, Ferrie, Thomas Fortier, Guévremont, Holton, Jobin, 








Then, on motion of the Honorable Mr. Attorney General Drummond, seconded by 
the Honorable Sir Allan N. MacNab, 


The House adjourned until Monday next. 139 





APPENDIX: 23 MARCH 1855. 


[QUESTION AND ANSWER RE: DEBENTURES ON FEE FUND. ] 


MR. EGAN made inquiry of the Ministry whether it is the intention of the 
Government to take up the debentures issued on the fee fund levied for the 
purpose of constructing Court Houses and Jails in certain places in Lower 
Canada, as the amount arising out of such funds is not adequate to pay the 
interest mentioned in said debentures, and whether they intended causing the 
same to be paid to the parties interested. !40 


MR. INSP. GEN. CAYLEY replied that the Government would make inquiry of the 
amount of debentures and the interest due. The matter was under consid- 
eration./41 


[WITHDRAWN MOTION RE: GALT AND GUELPH RAILWAY. ] 


MR. BELLINGHAM moved--That it is expedient to adopt the policy of fostering, 
by grants of land or otherwise, the construction of a railway from the tide 
waters at Quebec to Georgian Bay on Lake Huron, and substituting Governmental 
aid in lieu of that voted by municipalities interested in the project.!42 


MR. SICOTTE the SPEAKER said the motion could not be put, as, involving a 
money grant, it could only be moved in Committee of the whole.!43 


MR. YOUNG hoped the attention of the Government would be directed to the 
matter, and that they would not forget that a canal was being constructed to 
connect the waters of Lake Superior and those of Lake Huron, which would be in 
operation in July next, and which, if a railway were opened through the Ottawa 
district to Lake Huron, would ultimately bring down to Lower Canada an immense 
traffic, and by a route 100 miles shorter than any other. He would suggest to 
the Government whether they should not authorize a survey of the territory 
beyond the city of Ottawa, with a view to the construction of a railway; and if 
each alternate township on either side of the line were given to the Company, to 
be given by them to parties taking stock, the result would be a rapid opening up 
and settlement of that district of the country. If it was remembered that there 
was not a township the survey of which had not cost the Crown Lands Depart- 
ment £10,000, it would be seen that the carrying up the railway through the 
centre of the district would be the best mode of settling it, being a system 
which had been successfully pursued by parties in the United States. He trusted 
that Lower Canada would not lose this vast northern trade, which might thus be 
brought down to it.144 


The motion, being out of order, was then withdrawn.145 
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FOOTNOTES: 23 MARCH 1855. 
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This Petition of Mr. James Smith, and others, is against the commutation 
clause of the Clergy Reserves Act as are the petitions Mr. Mackenzie subse- 
quently presented. Therefore Mr. Smith's petition is amongst those referred 
to in the conversation between Mr. Brown and Sir A.N. MacNab, footnotes 2-4. 
GLOBES) ol March 1855), 

IBID. 

PED 

The Act which is to be amended cannot be Act 16 Vic. cap. 32. That Bill 
authorizes the city of Kingston to negotiate a loan to consolidate their 
city debt. This petition by members of the United Church of England and 
Ireland is listed in the Index to the JOURNALS, and the Bill which they 
desire. tovamend is Act 6 Vic. cap. 32 relating to Church temporalities in 
the Diocese of Quebec. 

The Act which is to be amended is not Act 11 & 12 Vic. cap. 99. From the 
Index to the JOURNALS, and other sources, it does not appear that a Statute 
dated 11 &® 12 Vic. was ever passed. The petition of Edouard Martial 
Leprohon pertains to the erection of a toll-bridge over the River Jésus. 
The; Bill of that mature is 12 Vie. cap. 187. 

The Scrapbook Hansard's account of 16 March 1855 reports that Mr. Terrij’ s 
bill was carried. This differs from the JOURNALS which record the bill was 
funseenead on. ZoaMareh Wei55. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 24 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 30 March 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

GROBES Ss Le Marches USbiar 

IBID. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

GROBE.) ol Mareh 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 31 March 1855 (in Scrapbook Hansard). 

GLOBE, ol) March 855% 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

GUOBEA wo lo Maren! 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

GHOBERWS La March S55: 
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EEuDE 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

GHOBE,, Sl Mareh 1855. 

MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 

GHROBE, ol) March) 85... This speech is reported differently in MORNING 
CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. There, Mr. Mackenzie does not complete his 1H SVE 
sentence when he is interrupted by Mr. Holton. Although Mr. Holton's speech 
is condensed, he covers the same points that GLOBE, 31 March 1855 has 
attributed to Mr. Mackenzie. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 30 March 1855. 

GUOBE., 31) Mareh) 1855. 

TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 30 March 1855. 
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MORNING CHRONICLE, 27 March 1855. 
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR, 31 March 1855. 
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TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 30 March 1855. 

GLOBE, 31 March 1855, comments: "The result of this vote was received with 
loud cheers by the members in favour of removing the seat of Government to 
Toronto in the course of the present year. 

"The opponents of the removal to Toronto, endeavoured to have the 
question kept open for some time longer, by making successive motions for 
an adjournment, with a view to exhausting the patience of the House, but 
they were all successively voted down." 

GLOBE, 30 March 1855, reports the debate on this question was continued "to 
half-past 3 this: morning.” GLOBE, 31 Mareh 1855, adds: “a laxee. body, of 
spectators ... remained to the very close of the proceedings. The excite- 
ment in the House during the whole evening was very great--and the earnest 
canvassing of votes going on in every corner was not a little amusing." 
TORONTO DAILY LEADER, 24 March 1855. 

LBUD. 

GLOBE, 31 March 1855. 
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PROPER NAME INDEX 
INTRODUCTION 


The following Index applies only to the names of men who were members of the 
Legislative Assembly in the Fifth Parliament, First Session, Second Part, for 
the period covered in this volume, that is February 23, 1855 to March 23, 1855 
inclusive. It refers to every occasion a member proposed or seconded a motion 
or resolution, or brought up a petition; it refers to every speech he delivered 
during debates or to every other time he addressed the House; and also when he 
took the chair of the House in Committee of the Whole, or was appointed to sit 
on a Committee. Only individual votes are excluded because divisions rightfully 
belong with the legislation they pertain to, and all legislation is included in 
the subject Index. 

As explained in the Introduction to Volume XII, Part I, the subject Index 
for the entire volume will be contained in the final part. 


The letter "f" after the page number indicates a member's speech or motion 
referred to in the footnote pages. 

The punctuation (?) following a page number indicates there is reason to 
doubt that the member made the speech or moved the motion. The reader is 
advised to refer to the appropriate footnote in the footnote pages for an 
explanation. 
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